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- bmadcast on. the shart«-wa'sfa» netwark. " It was qui‘be a routine
" " “thing for "oréign teachm-s 5 b aszrea but I still fe:u: it &s a

.- ' The Broadcast. e

. E * .
L L M

“ * H . <" “« I

g= ¥ . . ‘ o 5 - - ~

.

A few v'eeks after my ar:cival in Baghﬁaa I wag “asked to dc '

tarrific hanour. I had ::ever broadcast bei’ore » nnd the ‘thought

of actual y sitting in front of a microp'hone with oy, Yolce going
all ove” the “:or}.d, or’ at 1east over thousands of milas £ 1t was
exciting to e, even though it \'-ras difficult to imagim m;yorxa lista
ening. Perhaps thcm v'are & few amateurs. here @d there’; & .dozen
or fifty, dotted about; the world vmc might listen’ But it xeasn't
the numbers that ‘ccunited;. it was the tho‘ught of my voice, travelling

mysteriously through the air, ‘bo ‘bé picked up if need be in Londone.

‘Also I could write to people in En.glana and say simply as if it
happeneﬁ "to me cvery aay, 'I'm broadcasting en the sho%—wam
network at such-mdwmch & *time next week, if you want to listen,’

_Thé young nan from ‘the' radi.o who came‘ to see. me ﬂﬁring a break
in the lessons *ms rather yellow-faeed plnmp and shy, with a certadn

, lethargy and mmmevs that seemed to hold him b&ak from spaeoh and

thought all the time.- Be smiled ana then withdrw “the smile in an-

’abashetd way. I vas introaused to hin by ':mothar teachem, anﬁ th@

th:ree & us sat together in the recreationsvoom. 4t firstrhe wasg .
<fv~l & (eadeast

too shy to ask m}\ -and, ¥ért. it to the teechérs and I, feemx%

" o0 hcnoured to speak,. tried to hme my excitement in éase he  \

(3 suddefrfg' withdrew the offer. What subject would- I like to t’alk‘éx?

AN

. I’ shrugged and asked what subjact he thought vbuld be best. . Hel

shrugged too; and there was silenceé, FHe seemed very 11legt-eal -3
The other teachex‘ was getting impatient~--it took very little t\O\ _
make him impa’uant@ - "ell, decide something," he saiaOCs ifr ﬁo\\

VY two childrenD He himself had ‘broadcast many cmes, and wrote mit : .



-

a broadcast in & feu m:inutes, m.th a mmplete in&ifferenc’e 30 the

hcnaur invoz ved whieh z théught vas marvellous, : ﬂe 414 -everything
<o T withothis magital --SWii'tn-ess, his brain teeming mth werds end ideas,’

L. L of wher a- brondeast seemed. d tiny particle, throvn off in a mem,nt»

a‘».

But I knew that 1f I got -downy to writing ‘onel would s‘nend heurs on

PR

L 11:, go.’mg over :’Lt again and again* until n marle herdly any gsense a;t
K o all -and .Lay bei’cre me without & toueh of folly in :’Lt, nothix;g easy S
T - or unsupervised to g:.ve it intarest, ,i{: mulﬁ"be clipped dovn to
N - “the eéonomical min&mum 'because of my sense of the Horiour being'
s : besﬁcmed on mB e %?h&t an inmlt %o the radié a‘tation jus‘b to t'alk
. "'like a . erson, like me; r%of; 0:}. zﬂmr life, one must giva ‘bham som-— _
,thing se mrke&-an and. xéliahle that i't ﬂteoﬁ befaré them like &
_pieca o:f.‘ sculptm-—-stone, but of. course stons was. very chm to
'“tne toushi And all the oﬁm- teacher had “to. do was to sﬁ; down snd
. ryeife out a f’ew pages in exactlyptha some magical ey ~as he- thlked,
o tﬂ me‘ aud ix“; Waa* finished,. ,;.I énvied that so sch, .;a.nd rofiolved _

6. try and d@ *&he R P S

SR 'The subjeét wm decilded an, aﬂer a few mi’mtes‘ ) I wis o do
‘wh% evaary other teachér had dcme ‘before ne,’ déscrﬂ:e izz,;r senaa‘bions
on q.oming to Bagm»aa eor‘ the ;t?i*st timen- ery we]l, that \s@unded

- eaéy ea«:;uéh* all I had to do was %o give @ tmi:hful aamcmv.s.m;x of what

| : I had felt in the fzrst i‘ew momen’cs af aee;.ng the‘. ity. S In, «;rder
to eapture thatw mé‘gical -ease "of my’ fellow-nteachar T xmist ba n-x al
'and striﬁtly 'bruthful' _thers must be no littlo eztcﬁrsions, o \
revery, in that way- 1 wouldn’t et ivto difficulties and bagin \

.
X

wr:.ting the. themés for & dézen -or so possible obther broaﬁcastﬁ\

\

P
N

_but keep $0 ane theme; my imme&iate Sénzsationd .on comirg into ¢ \fxew ‘ %
: ,“cz.i;y, for ones: in ny life I v'oula do mmething si.mple anc’l easy,\ \
' . xm'%; bag myseli" aov?n in ‘fserturing thcmghi;s that by the end goi; the \\
better of.’. me and made ne fcrget; what the ‘ar;ginal ti.%ema héd deens

S



Jt:r.sb they paid wall for theoe broaacasﬁs. i I I etmld &o it well
ané. wii:hout a-lot .of 't:rouble I could maké quite  bit extra, ana
R have thet afi‘luent feel:m?g of mormy eoming in irre istibly, “even ’ ‘,_
against y "?11}., wﬁ:h a. flow of. ..jl:s m@n, 88, if my finger» had gold
__ :'m ﬁhem' ’ th&t was how my fe}:i.lqi*-teacher seemea $o Werk; he aidn'i; o
T .i“;. bcther -ta pick’ up hi« cheques f:éem the radis station for weekﬁ Somse. .

times- apparently,; tha radio ataticn was véry 8low in paying,

. y 1et the flcw laok. af*er itse}.f. Eé was a person with & kind of
Easter:z magqifzcence, thougn he wa:s English*" I love& si"'tizg in ene
e ofr the river-»side hetcls mth him in the evenmg nqtening to’ his ;
talk* Uit seen'ea t:ha?; ﬁhe magical e}.emant of 'cho cit.y was in him
toc; He'cl been tnére sbme ycars and: xalreu&y spol«:e gdo& Ar&biﬁ 3
he had nothing ﬁo &6 wi‘ch Emhaé.sy peopla, and prided hinuelf on
, naver going to a Eritish umbasfsy as nner, and cn hwirg cn.ly émb
’ i‘::iénds 3 he gave Amba-naticnhliat Speéehea to Lis classes; dways-
with tha magical élcmen‘b mm csame 4into his oﬁher talk, into his
broa&caﬁtg, end’, evenmfar meminto the way he walked up the stairs
ot his c.,.assrom in- thé morning, as ii‘ everything wag an ex@ifemsnt
‘ *fcr hm. His impa‘kienca ag.d 1::3:ita‘cicn wexve. enjoyahle,\ téo; I )
' * deside& to set ~ahaut ny 'broac‘rcn...w with-a smilea? hurriac’i and resﬁ;-—
less proliricity; % g cwld, perhops in tmu way I would pre'vent '

myself trying to bore tbc many tuzmels in too meny dme&tians:;

hY

- Y
9, - ~
PR . o ~ N -~
- . iv . 1y

R On the way back to the houel thet mornms I thaught S'W“t \“\:

~ ) Y

it, trying te find a posaihla opening i at the sdme tHoe I tmﬁﬁl A

thrmgh tem'i o::*y nohody ha& asked e ta explore. R >,

¥

not to ’chink about 11; too hard, .since' I had agxaed wi‘bh mysalf not 0
to go ab. it heavily this time. Also,uif I thought. about it. 1&9‘\ '
tius tco lohg &1l tha pleaaur@ *?cmd gc—«-thé pleasure af doing %

- aome‘shmg_ light. tha-z*. would ecme natuz*aliy ofi‘ the tips of my .- - \

. . \

=
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v 3
AR

- f.‘ ﬁngers, ﬂnﬁ yer earn me money, wby dm I t-vant to rob myeaelf of
%hat rsensation? N d I forced it out* oi’ ny mnd, m:' tried tOo But

T1-vas. etcited‘ Would be nergcu “when I bmadeast.k Fo

Y
b

3

b ¥

| A soon as 1unéh was over I ieaped upstairé to meé *romn mad got
to work. It ahaﬁ alrea&y cﬁcurrea to e that pex:haps the» best vay .
o ; of anpreachmg the subject was tsveompare Baghdaé witﬁ another city,
! quite dﬁ‘ferant city,, a Et.ropean one perhaps. ) J.'d bean to

Ty

v1enna abmxt a month Yefore: - What ebout making é csmparison *z:’ubh
Vienna? Sc I set to mmc@ I remindecl myself that perf’eet truthe | )
rulness, or rather gerfec'b fiéeli’cy to the :‘.‘acts,, ami even to the

o chronclegy of my semsations, fwés the thing, S would maintain eq -

"

air oi‘ natural ease, oané not dispérse nyself into, mead th&t 1 wonld

by

' . later £ind too ccmplicated to disentangle and tao :m‘.;erestin& to cut

[

' out. My room’ Weﬂaoked“roofteps and I nad a- eomfartable mchair

» h‘-—

e mth a um.e" tabm in front oi’ it' I set myse].f dmvn “t0. work vith

3 & pleasant sense -*f &x¢ 1‘I;ement. ) ‘I'he thing took me--a fesw minu‘tes—-—-.‘_
the tough drﬁi"&* fm: I diﬁﬁ't mm myself to think of writing out.
ehe fin:n hroaaéast at oneés . them hed. ﬁrst' i:o be t}m rmgh draft, '

? SRR -I ma&é the ecmparisca m.t,‘u Vignna, PI ccmpareét Vienna fo -1

e

musaun, a kinﬁ af: h;'ostorical muﬂeum ‘of tcwering, mperial mnu-m ..
S ments v'h*ch dwarfed i:he modem «eitizen, wheraas Baghda& thrbngeéi

L W.'Lth ‘tnings that visibly and obriously héd been made by men'$, handa-s-
. everything from the ramshackle one«-e-teory buildings cm either \si ae
+.0f - the ‘main straet ta the. uneven ccbbles unden'cot, «and - the ro‘bes

o ) -and. weils‘. h ﬁothing towemd above ‘one’, and 1ntim1<1ated one» _ "“.§, )
. ~The air was loud with cries. It «was like. 'being swapt; 1nto a hot, e
deafening, brill;iant "arena -Qf- --pecple H t;he still 3 watehful: * .-

. -~

mommants of” our European. wcrm, that made ug feel like dwarfs, .‘

*

éwemn't' therm ' with thef dirt and noise; ‘the dcmkeys and mules wha

T4

pzi"ah;e‘é;pa £t paople on the pavamnts the tumhledownromfs and $hé

i . :
3, N , N . . »

-c o~



o '”%};T ~mx longer. shor:ed in 'bheir ﬂeéh ' thése PCOP 9. in ‘thie- streets or”

.

. fave @ limma disarmmg 'Louch of .,implzcity, olg: braadcast, one

LT every evening, @d he wdula t&ka tho toli into the’ talks-direatw

IS
' L e
» -
e . ST St '*‘.. R o )
“ A . . 4 -‘ . ; <t **"a&, : - , ;"44, at f'b . a i}
- - . . &

muddy holes m uhe road, i." e rags cf’ ﬁhe beggars en& th‘ }}

‘r'. b -

. monument maue above and. ‘beyond them, so tha% é real intiﬁaté thgnhﬁy

-

“Bégnda& nad 4t stﬁl showing :m bhe iz blac eyas and m tha uay bhey

.
Y

laring A
X PO z'adios from évery caif@; - ‘&heré was alsc & new d:!gnﬁ;y i‘mﬁe wiﬁch ong

'ez!tered of.‘ & 'vor.ul maac to “it men,, *bo £1%, "hncii‘ *ﬁream:s, not: ‘of &

-

i ,.\’ ¢ + '-«; ‘ta

[

walkeé't and the noisy', v,sparkling street wﬁs 11}56 a aream I’d oi‘ten

" ;rf" . had - But. haa never hopad; to actually wake .mto ong day, . I tried o "

1,

b;:ut the* matter bal&ly, as befitte& a broadc &St~ arﬂ v:ent thnnugh the
draft cuttmg out *entcnées that seemed tc rely‘ v00: strongly on my.

B

VS

. own feelméé ani I diﬁn"t grasg: the: eemparison 1 ms tryizag o,
mahe as neatly as T muld have like&. But Bt; least it Wan simplé,,.
7 '“h&t a‘h least I caald makc sm:e éf. Every sentence ané pm*asé musﬁ

LI

_

ihem, ma the -Lheme vias' g eompa:rison betucen the mm:pean Sity

o m‘mm: which ¥, a4 "mcment’ 51 *musewn’ high above the m"en who

- actuelly welked, its strcaﬁs, zan& the Jmab city whem the. geﬁzsle wha

4

R walke& the.- stxec*t.s v*ere the e:.‘by-mnm what the- ciﬁy ma. L

’?hen i:ca arrzvad I haa i‘ini'zhad iﬂ. mat raarl"t suﬁﬁmsing

always éil nq; first drarty quiekly. I was onlsr tha ucubw
' afterwards

that ¢ost; the mrks \{sb it

,'pji” ema self~expminations e e

l. happcnad, ny i‘ellownteaeher cailed in onm né in the em.ning &‘na I

IS

-

1 whO?’G’d it to hi.m. ""o "y surprise he snid it wds fine, 't;honghxa

O little stylistic i’er 8 brozdcest. Ve woum téke it along to ‘ﬁha\
mdio stat:ton* that evening,*énd perhaps g the recoramg there and ™

then‘ : for most o tha ‘brogdeasts were pre«reﬁcarded, I‘her:e was‘

also chance zfmat I eoulcl do a ima broadcast, sometimes ona was -

E

i
4

-,

vacam'; unt il the last mmuta.& ' *eur Foung frienci was &t the stud o8

\

- ~ - 13 L W a

foz' ’& fanal OBKa ST e T Yl o N

Y - :

e 4 “ " f 13 ix°
. . ¢ FS

. L. N L * Pl 4+ & a

T



o e clue in aboat} fifkéen minutes, “"c*oula teké. this. bxze» - nearly.

gt o

[ "So t'hat was that. ami after dinner we went off in thex fellow-

; o teaener’s ccua:r,,r an eld cumoen wiﬁh wide wings, dusty and noisy,

' .. pith the same magieal air: as 1ts omer. Ve drove . .$0.the autskir{:s 5.
through muddy, yellow 1anere with* palm trecs, 1n thé warmish autumn-
el air, unt:.l e reacneu‘ﬁhe 1ong;§ squat shedzs of “Lne I»auic Station,’

-e_ RN

. Wharé" there wore masts énd &oncreté walls am an &Sir of scierce

"" R

quite differen‘s from the cif,yw . Bu.t there were si::.ll pelms trees,
f.,f - and ths <~*tu€tios ihside: had a le 8, inﬁimiaating 1ook th&n the ontside
1eci oné’ to cs.pect. "Ie pa?.;sed o stu&iw ‘whe:ee 4 string trio was .

L rehears“ng ri*h seriaus,, matter—-ﬁf—fact expression., om their faces,
‘-; b befora am:.ercphene- there was the noise of atmospheric from a
mudspéa”ker * an& the smmd of friendly, shéuting volées fram one of o

*hhn cam‘.‘:::'c:1-«1‘0::1113«v H&r% “f:os, not;hing towcred abovey one; ‘there
‘»msn’t the nmfﬂed mrdere&* smm’bh-wélle& iaolation I expected in
a b:aaneastmg smmié, ma corrmom hed no carpets, and the walls

[EROIA £

s .\wbm&ough, withmrh &is*hemper, baei:c plastér arumbling 1i1:e driea

k‘}

o mu,a; 7o were- grésbed: by tha ymmg mn, who tbok fay “$alk and asked

-~ “\ "uﬂ With a smll@ to- wait in aﬁe of the rai%ing *rooms,, where there

]'! were? ‘those *hubular»ateel chaixs “irat. had ,c»nca been 'i;he ultra-emodarn

. style f1i the Thix‘tiesg Yes~ ﬁhe yaung it:' Y said 8 hma&cast was

jumpad out of fiy skin« ' Feathers starte& in my belly and I actzld‘

H - "
ropE N, . . N H ) .1 § .

s hard,ly stop oy h&n&s from. shakiuga A

f

: fova i e waited Quite a lons timc. - *“'e’n miziizﬁés'v ro::»""m It was

- b :perilously ma:c broaaca&ting ‘t;imea. Thén the young. maﬁ‘ rét*ufne&
~ with.a trouf;led Took’ on his fgce, “ He had'my talk in hid nanﬂ*
".rt wciulﬁn’t do &t all, he saids ‘l‘he diTector nad just re&d 1t
“and’ though*s it was *disgraceful' | and ke certainly v'oul&n*t allow

* v- ’t - kS

;it o be broadcast.ﬁ S 25 A L L

. . . -
Wy - - ¢ .,
T . L i

hat was disgraaeful ahout it? e aske&m R A

“-

'

i



=1

Ky .

. . -~ -
- - [ A - 2 r a4~

- & A . 3 Al - . ) o a

; s f' ‘ It 'attaeked* Baghdad‘ s T R * - . .
T He held the firsb page out to s, showing me the ﬁ.rst few -

sentences, aé if the director had mspired hm i'nlly with ms own -

. s - oA, S -
¥ l—.‘ : . indi&n&tim" l * -~ : ,‘.. > ’f ~o " ) : Tt -
""r s

T T‘hare was the. zr?i;ack:? Ivas’{ea, o T e

e T ;‘a’é watched his finger traval along scsme oﬁ‘ the ,lineqm-r
A t-

*I sav: ~:a voman. *ittmg on thca pavement, hcr vcsxl drawn across her

1

-

e facc‘., T saw me crackecx road;;x the piles of" rub‘ble, +the bioken

a
i
i -

S pillars; the. scaffel&ing, the. *wa"lls ~‘begim1ng to.. i’all a'vay, the '
e filth in- tha guutérs...@ T fe'lf: bh&t this wes- a c.;.ty Vhosa peopls

didn*t esme for outvs'ard signs: * For me it is. only ‘of the; réligious
E »5—"_"‘ xmfm th 1t cang be sai&, ,'Fe aoemft neod ou't;wa:ed signa’ "f[f

1

“aon’ ¥ know why 4. 18, but T instontly felb, timds. 18,8 01ty of -

R

~ /?/ : mﬁ i,gieug paopl@, Fé say 'Lonaon' and, ¥ Paris' , End. whni, we. meaﬂ
/,/ o a:ée pmeas, bug ﬁi‘ I .say 'Baghﬁau* %0 my*aem I man mhat people
R ao‘s here ‘End. ‘Gha‘b people are hare, no\, vhat, ‘tn&m mu&mgs ax:e,

) fbecause i:he bui.x.dinga are mmy of - t}mm ramshaém.e and u:’mty neny

Ee Lham Ere on the :?:ay $o° fallmg down.- 1u is 6 cii:y of ugly -sights |

o /% ' »&nd ugly noxses, there i Spl‘t a1l over the pav@menw, vérire is

£ oL thrm"n mtc the gutters, people sleep on %the pavemente, mulas and

f " aonkeyo go &mong the. pedestrians, pec;ple$ wa.a.k' barafocted m the:

‘ strea'ks. That- 'ws iﬁsulting o Baghaaa, tné divector had
‘l;hought~ an& certainly he wouldn'y llow uuen g tmng o travel

=" 411 over the world from' Redio “Baghda&.. IR S

L “ . e I ’began %o febl mdignant “and the y“oung, man ﬁitndﬂ:éw a

httle when T spokt., holdmg up his nand with & shy expessian as

Y to say thal he . had no part ir the fquarrel‘ That. ‘wdls tie’ truth .

.:“;5' R tuid him,. r?hat @5541_ I 6 have sa;d eoulé he te1r e “i;hat‘?

- 3:3‘“6, he ropued, with his Lips shivermg ever 9o alightly,
_ d



 he couldn't tename that be. wmld never presum to do 80. ° S
i‘“kzat did the direetor think 'I cught to say, than? _— ) l‘

L i‘zen, he believed the directmr wanted something nice said

" about the oity; after all, I was a visitor, end naturany v S
was asked ta broadcaat I~eau1&n't expact to he able Just to talk

-

msults down the. mierophone. SR e L .
"But these aren't msulta!" I cried 3 "fz'hay' re the vary ;

oppositel ?’hy dtm't you aak the director to read mmer an, .

then he? 11 find that 11'; all adds up to en appreeiation af the city

- -

' Had the dirsétor. read i’nrther dn? A - R

b

" . Wo, he had . cnly read the rirst pege oF 864 :

g "’Then please take 1t back tc him with my coml;liments and aak

“him to To&d the v‘ho}.e thing, anﬁ then decide whether I'm trying to h

insult the city o nott“ A j* o R ‘_ |

‘ " He went back, and the other teaeher and I aiscussad it q.xiatly.

. Perheps, he aaid "it .wag rathéer strong}.y-worded'* after all o

> had to remember that this wasn’t Paris or Lendon, 1t was a small

¢ountry struggnng to sei; up some sort of mééern, inaustrial 1ife;

that night aeem Billy £6 us but for them clean, tgellmpaved oities -

were an ideel, ‘a teet of'a coun'ory s real value, snd dirty cities ‘

- were 8 mattar of shame. one h&& to realise that it oné.-.started.

3 talking 8t once about the dirt, whatever one” said- afterwards, and

" 'whetever one's motives wers,, that at: onée Goiveyed something shama-»

" ful to them.. Ve couldn‘tgo a:u. over the world, especially the

| Arab warld, ‘behaving as we afa. at home, with the same kind- of free- .

they hadn't "reached $hat: yet and wory- undsrstandably, '

hefore they mdulged m 'rree* aomparisons between thamaelves and

. ~Vienna 03 Paris they wantsd some’ of the soeial an& politioal

xalm L) -Were uaed to from.childlivod. - ..

Bnt. I was indignant at this alsp; I said that. whatever the

d
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state of 8. country, whatever it 1ooked forward to, there was .

B
¢

P altt?ays the truth,y and that: trfith couldn’t be altere&, &nd that 11'

w

-~

¥

¥

®

£his wasn’t the time for trnth here and naw at’ the radia ata 1on,

- "then 1?; wasn't the timra fér me ta talk eithar, I wom.d rather olear
oui: and nevercome near t’he pléce egains beeauaa I &idn't lik:e A
free people, freeﬂam was as choica, not g deve}.opment arrangea by
politieians, and these people were obviously afraia -of fmedom, ‘

£ they wore sﬁ;ting m poaitions which they had won evmptly, by

famil’y mfiuem, this 8pplie<‘1 to the director sittmg in hiB offs.ca
" there afraid to talk t6 me persenally, and fo. wthe young man wmho - |
was his” pandm' and- tout,, and of course they Were ei‘raid of freedom’

‘ ,because they woum be- the first people to be pusheﬂ out if the truth

were tol&z Thay were probably very wen aware that 11‘ *the truth

. - about: théir sirty streatsmxd their beggars and rz—nnshackle buildings )

vaent all over the vorid people would bégin to wonderminsiae Irag -
asg wellmwhat the small elass oi‘ inﬂuentialy people were do&:g
. with public meney, what they vzere doing with the profits that came .
from t;he nilufielda, what they were domg for thair own people* o
01? courae ‘Shey ﬁmn"t want freedmn. . '..- Lo o
My fanomteacher enjoyed my eutburats muéh ‘as. I enjoyad hia,
and He answered quietly, mt:h a 1ittle smﬂe:a that this was all
very well, and £ Qx hé‘ a‘bselutely agreeﬁ with ma,, but he:*a we
were in a radio sta:t;ion c“me to *go on the air® (1t. smmded 30-
professicnal. and a sensa 6f the honour returned to ne) m & fow
’ minutes, without & talk being ready. ' Could I write. sawe tnm& slse
quiokly, in place of the ﬁrs‘b paragraph? ﬁq_.-;f I;,\vasv Qetemingd
to meke them take that telk or nothingd ) o e |
-7 The ymmg men. retmeﬁ a second time and 3aid that t}w director

,r'

hadn*t ohanged his mind, and mnldn’t road the wlmle taik at the

moment beeause he-wds too busy. . . ;- . @

. . +
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; many nice things in the ¢ity 1 sould héve« written abonf.: S
G oh, I agreedt But ‘what did he have in mj.nd? c -

% Cvaon't-that beeutiful? Mo esked, - . . 7 -

~or

v:ith him?

PR ,z,_ & . )
~.' 3 {~' ] ¢ ;i DG ‘:~ . ~

- 7 » -
oo w, - e
R

- Ro, ha was ai’raid not, the dirac'{;or was too~ busy,

-(

mm vas that, then‘% x took my tan: back and told him tha‘b

. .
- -

Ihad nothing else tzo otfer. - O ;,.H

~

The young man 5mile& and sam tha*!;,,h aﬂ:er an, them wera 80

Well, he repliad; for msi;ance the King Feiaal équare; the

' aity waan"k all airty and ramshaokla. ;‘ : f,"_ T

¥
LS

- -.‘f}‘{ King Feisal squara was the one tiny part of toivn, just cmtside\

my hotel. which was Enropean in style s With pavements ami erﬁereﬁ

B huildings xaund ;w, in. the ferm of a erescent:, nat nnlike the’ en-

.

ﬁraneeto e up-td—date pr:lson. :. IR 3 I

AP ¢ egraed,, m was car'bamly excellent, but u wasn't the: truth

’ about Baghdad, was 11;? ;_':””i; ’}; : A ) %
£ Why not,‘he askeﬁ., still with a mile, 11: vzas the 5 wasn*t

» ) " « - 0 ES

xndead, i‘b was there, buf: itwasn‘t as much there as:the Pest
_.of the czty' Jm& if 1 ga‘w 11: out over the air thaf here vas &

5 well-paved Eumpem eity where ‘averybody wore jackets and trouéers
"« énd all the buildings aléng the main street; were department-ames ’

~

‘not, only would it be vez-y boring but peopla wauldn't believe e,
and they would almi oal) me a fool for telling them erass and obviena
liefzi B'at 1f that was wha'b he. wan‘bed ‘he shéuld have told mé at
the beginning thé ﬁrst moment he'd peen me, he shonld have tolad
me he- wantod porpaganaa and nat a radio tanc* and whaﬁ I mant by
1propagdn6a was a smooth publiéity designed to keep 'em‘tain ‘people '
. inA confortablo and entirély folse scoial positions which ‘sthémwise

« . .
< - N o -~ rFy o L ow - e ) v
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ﬁhey would loge if thera weré i‘réedom’ ) .

'_ But since the young. man's Engnsh was poox” I dcm't bel ieve ha
understood this fush of. words,:. nmch 16ss8 the @ig at. -himself and the
director.. Hy fellova-teacher Vias still éetarmihed to patch things
up if he could~ and taking the talk in his hand he said, "Suppose :
_we make e few alterations?“ Ho asked me if I would mind mxtting

~out a .t‘ew sentences, and, I ahmgged in & ti:'ecl way, intimatizg that

whatever héppaned . now- wasn't any concern oi' mineé, I at111. wanted
to sit down in front. ~of the: mmmphene, ir only to proVé to aysolf
that I gould do Buch tnings, tb.at I cowld perform onie beknowlédged
;public g6t in this busy. world without getting mto an awful mesa

. over-itl. &fter all I had a goed jeb; f:here was somthing of a d

position 1n that* why couldn*t I extend my status to other :{;hinga?

‘But I knew, rem.ly, it Yas hopeless.u I 1et ‘t;he othar toacher run

his pen zhrwghm the oi‘fendmg passagesy and I sat there in & passivé

state while the. young man went back & third time to the direator.
But' out he ‘cems again,. and sai& that the director wasn't interestea
in a __1 form of broadcast I might want to meke, So -thaf. Was that.»
And. there wam a certein relief i‘or me, that unfree peopla should be-

offended by.me,. -.an:ﬁ snnb mes &t ‘the .same t;.m 1’was ,hurtf..; and

St111 indignént, . Hy friend: shrugged, and e went back to ny hotel,
The talk looked o;& and grpbbj} now on the table"e,;d '

b

) ’fihene:ve* ong =of-’-'$hé' oﬁhér :éeéchers mentio:.zé&. t‘hat“h‘éa was going
to.give & radic talk, in the £olléving weeks, I was silent amd '
ambigueus. It was & reliaf to me that I vlas stm, 50 1:0 speak,
‘alone;: unﬂa%erea hy ths estahnshad powex-s, by thé néw status ‘
g___ o of r&dio anci janrnalism and so foﬂ:h., &t the -same time it was
& sorraw‘ "I eould see a hard; sed journey aheg&; untold bitter-

perhaps, thet would test all my powers.
Ness, . a:kmgg&gs‘ xS RIS 7 ,

-

Also I vas getting
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into struggles at ‘ﬁl:fé'xcallégé} in my work. I gave lessons out
of hours, cmganise& a msié«blub, but 1t was miainterpreted as seli‘-»
assertion, deisgned to @6 other people down,. Yet, on the. surface,{
they tvere agreea'ble. . ‘I'he ma’c'ﬁefr of the radi-talk wds a’ ‘bm*ztixg
i‘regment m the midst of. al}. th:ls, thﬁough which I saw’ myself ‘held
back all the time; unable to:say whet I thought' ST
But, strangely, almost at tho end of my first, yéar, just before
the examinations,& the young meti £rom the radio. héppened to cfo»a to
the college ag&in, an& we greeted fach’ bther in the reereation—room
‘He asked me with exaatly the same shy and gracious axpression as
before, in his hesitating English i I wouldn t 1ike: to do a broads
cast, he ha& beén so disappointed the other time, and- had expectod.
me to-come again; fo himself, he said, thé talk would have been |
‘ all right, 'tmt there were other snb:]ects, such as. literature, which
he-was sure I would 1ike to talk: abouty it would be a great help
4 I comrd give him’ a couple of short tancs on any literary sub ject
1. cared to suggestt he had big timetadles %o £111 up,.and ‘there
v:eren't endugh talks to make a programmes. ' '
I;4%d 4t - I went to my room that - aay ana wrote two talks
 stratght .off,f oné"on the role of the animal in Yoméentic Writing,
_ the “ther ‘on Stendhal. T d’i&ﬁ"t- look &t them whén I*d.finished
the_am.. They Were campaot and of one thems., They were done in a
' i”‘ew“ mimites. . No rough draft,. 1 didn'$ really care about. them.
'By that time, after nearly thréee terms, I had done enbugh talking -
" not to want to. do: much more out of ‘hours, and I'd got used to the
sound of my 'voice. . e
The talks Were taken at onoe, since, first, no one would
.1ifsten to them,. and .Tsince-, secondlm, no one ‘at ‘the s{hudip could
understand them, aéceptance: was easyy they wére safe"ly historical
and ;‘fecondite., i recoré.ed them without. nmeh mteresu, c\ertainly

‘}l



- without. fea't’heré in the' tW‘; ~ I went alome v‘t& tﬁe‘ smdﬂ:os;-' It

was begihning to get fiightfully hot, ‘and this encouraged a kind

‘ ' of ‘rich,’ easy ﬁﬂdiffarence such as- the sheikh.a of the: city always )

seemed fo have. I read the- talks thrcmgh casually, ong ‘eftor the

' :other, watche& by thrae engineers in the control-rocm, who were
'laughing end Jjoking most of the time, I eouldn‘t hear them, only see

them . making geswres and smiling - 1ike people in a silent film.h

Then thoy waved to mé when it’ was over, and the hgh‘a 1n the wall

- turned green again. ‘I'he tape was playad baelc to me S.n the control~- -

. rooms I was hornﬁed ak the sound of my own voice, when it cane

belld%ing out of one ci’ the speakérs. - 1% seamed to’ me, this little

- mehanlsm that stored ancl amplified voiees, to. offer the ultiaate
. thasm of self-eonsciousness. 1 wanted o get away, feeling hot
» round the’neck, while the engineers s&t in the seme ettitudes as

: before ’ apparantly not sharing the har¥ore.. I never. wanted to make
‘. ‘a-broadeast again. It . seemsd a. cheap,. atupid thing to dos. Faney - .
talking to people you. eouldn' t sae and nevar would sesd Hhéb a
nasty way of employing half-an-hour » in %he dead atmosphere o a

~ studio where everything looked fef:id and uncleanseﬁ by light and
. airz I felt ‘stained and dulled' How much nicer the city was
with its stiﬁ' palm trees, and the stenches from the river, and the-
hot,. 8111 air, and the bldnding 1lights, and the minsrets that
glowed in the evening!w The city of tugly’ ‘sightsv ‘end- ugly noiseé”
was so mach nfcert Whytalk ab‘oﬁt«‘it; to the silent édn:? ﬁ
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