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The Riok. i . ‘ -

At the time of tﬁe rioﬁ.inﬂ ‘Beghdad I was working»gt
~one of the colleges as a teacher. It was~cailed tﬁé Qneen;
aliyah COIIege, and wes for .girls only. Opposite, behind an
uneven ‘wall, ‘the brickwork of its face exj)o-sed'a‘nd‘ .':p-ougl'lw 1like 2
ttnt:§£:§§§g mediéevai'huilﬁingyléneﬁéeeéfin Europe,-was the chief
men's college, called. The College of Arts and Sciences.- &nd at.
the end of the road was one of the gates of the city,.a wide
square where {the -buses stopped with palm trees &nd a dusty road-
. surface, ggég(aykind of platform in ?he middle’ whera“criminals
~and sometimes political piiSoners-were.hung,early in the mprning,
.Yand left there henging for three hours. 4 friend of mine; a
surgeonjat the local hospitél; gsed'to try to persuade me to eome
along to these hangings; he said they fas&inated him, rather as
surgery did, But I stayed away, probably because of a feer that.
I might find gﬁéiﬁi?gr fascination in myself. I never saw.my
friend perform ‘an operation---that was another thing he invited me
to and I managed to stay away fromp--but people told me that he '
worked with a tremendous concentration, bending Yow over his pat=
~ient with the sweat pouring out. of his brow even on cold days.
 Nearly every year there was a riot of some kind eamong the
students, in the cold weather, before or after Christmas; some-
times the riot was milq and sometimes violents  The most violent oux
had been ;péf’aftet the signing of a tréaty with Britain, wheh
'Earnéét Bevin waé fbréign aecretary. Sinde  then they had been
frair]‘.y;‘ quiet. But it was said that the city, and -thus ‘the
country,féouldn't-go on for long.in this state; there were too
many communists, too meny- ‘Russian agents 11v1ng 1n the tall,
squalid blocks of flata near the gate on the other side of- the



city, where'eome‘or_the betﬁeraolaSS brothels were, Students
in theJCOllege'of'Artsmand seiences used to read Lenin and Merx
uﬁder‘the lids of their deeke.%ether as if these were pornoéraphic.
_There was. a eteedily growing elass of dissatisfied profes31onal
people who wouldn't tolerate Iraq 8 ¢onnection with England much
yilonger; the:trea;x_wae}represented as an act of slave:y,vonly a
voluntaryitreety'oo the euffece;' thebmﬁnistersuwere\looked oe as
laokies of the. British Egbassy; and mach odium surrounded the
person of the Prince Regent Abdullilah, who was leter murdered;
he was said to have his finger in every big commercial deal in
?the city, espeoielly the cerocked dealj and to have amassed an
immense fortune by eorrppt bargains‘gith the government over pro=-
perty ‘and building contracts. Thereowere also. too many poor
‘people.” But.they didn't complain. It was the students and ‘the
iorofessional people who resented and smouldered. They hated the
fat, illiterate ministers end under-eecretaries who might ﬁéep
them waiting in aw ante-roomeor—twowor»thneg,hours. The son of
.the prime minister was also hated : It wes said of him that he
drank a bottle of. whisky a day, and was one. of the lowest rakes
in the coantry. of all the things that were said about. the
peOple in cherge it wes difficult to knew what was trues %hen
later ‘these people were murdered their bodies dragged through the
~streete, it no longer mattered what the truth wasy; the only
‘important fact was that the anger had been allowed to aecumnlate
“too long, &nd nothing could etop it.,

During this riot, whieh waen't a particularly bad éne,

I reelised that I was looked on; hatee! gnd admired simultanecusly,

as an Englishmen, not simply a friendly teachei’ from a foreign
land as I thought I was, . It was my first experience of being
- looked at with political hetrea, namély, a hatred that is blazing
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. out. anythlng personal in it.;‘ My own studants, espeoially the
"ones who Wwere closs. B0 me, in mw .sppcisl literature olass, and

‘who™ wers- usually the friendliest to me, were those Who now 1ooked
| at me most venomously, “the girl who:had the reputation of-being.
my favourite studént and Who against all precedent had, come to
ny hotel-room in my first term. at the, college anﬁ asked me all
- sorts of questions: about existentialism and Byron and life in
London snd Paris, gumf’,’foffh ¢ emé: up to me and hissedr
" Insult in my face*? The other students “$ook 1ittle notice of mee-e
1 mean those who never took éﬁe'literature-olasses“and were maknly
unde:~other teocoers. ‘ Theyjoeemod blind to me;. tne;r}eyes lookod:
”vaguel§ past me Qhon‘they“turned»in my éifecﬁionm silvery; staring,
Wwith.4 damped flame, smoky. . It was a misealculation on ny part

to be in the oollege at. all on the morning of. & riot¢ Usually
the day of rioting was known beforehand' after all: there hed to
be some. plan* and the xﬂttzﬁxx'friendly' teacners those who

. weren't. identified wi‘bh the government ,err' thie British Embassy
’ were nearly always warned. Bnt this time there was ‘no warning..
Even the taacher who. was famous for his Ared nationalism.didn't
kriow,, .AfterWazdsrx was. tola tlat this" riot,was the-most spontan—
'bou; ﬁherevﬁad‘beenTso'fﬁr* 'there feelly ha@‘been no plan.

It. atarted during one of the dlasses.c I realised whafiwas up

) the moment "I heard Shouting outside like & wail, because this wes
the: week -in ‘which rioting was expecteﬁ more or leéss, i I was sitting
in my favourite classroom, where’ only six students came, the most .
advanced ones" it looked out on»q quiet quadrangle ‘whel'e the sun .
blazed dOWn, meking the walls 1ook 1ike s0lid ‘mud, encrustad .
dazzling, with the sky Just Visible beyond them, Z:EEES always been
fascinated by low buildings,-of-the'kind one sees injmediﬁeval
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towna, long with deep roofs, and this quadrangle had something
’ of the same kind. ‘Thé. atr -was ﬁearly always d&sty and parched.

-.And some of the loveliest days were in’ the autumn, when the. cold

was coming, the ‘aiT was extraordinarily clear, and the yellew

walls gleamed. in a blinding way, making people. narrOW‘thelr eyes.
80 that women in the veil showing only their ‘8yes. through‘a slit
seemed- to be giving out two sharp points of‘light fixed in the .

-~

" black of their cloth fiery and. dright, yet closed in darkness as

) - LS . ¢
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I think I Was going through 'The Rape of the Lock! 1ine by

P

line, or perhaps it was the firet act of Hamlet. : &lmest every
phrase would ‘have to be. eXpLained I- enjoyed these lessons
thoroughly. »Sometimes the room would seem to"be: filled with the
nymphs and sylphs Pope was deseribing, the poatry would adtually
touch--and enchant the roem, nearly every morning, so -that it was

a part of the.extraprdihargly elear,.yellow Tight that blazed out-
side and of the books. We Werére‘ading from, part of their. print.
--and texture' and sometimes it would be a more mystérious light,

: when we went through Hamlet, more starkﬁ less decorated with this
dazzling hrightness, less delicateuand glit;ering, there would-be
mere‘eoﬁbreheSS@ but also ﬁhe‘reemjwould seemn less imhediate'tel
us, we Would be ﬁoré'taken‘up in{the words, itkwasﬁmore'menﬁai
but at the same time there was the Special relish these words creat=
ed a dramatic relish enacting even in their sounds the splendid,
sad, endless struggles that'lay permdneéntly 1n,the;ﬁ1bres of’ llfe,
underneath, I‘enjoyed acting the lines, and sometrmes clowned
sbout, but this produced an atmosphere of over-excitemeggz:{ .

A gggmégrls cemé to the’ c¢olléege in’ their abbas,(gr at-ls-ast most
of them did‘~7 These were black clo&ks that’stretcheapover their

<

heads like a hood made of silk which they could draw up to their
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"‘eyes so that they were'oompletely ‘hidden, except for a, slit at the
brow. . Only- therp;;g women of Baghdad and then .usually of the,

'poor classes, wore “the veil proper, & plece of black cloth that
stretched -aeross therfaoe just above the nose. ; The educated class--
‘»ev had disPensed with it on the Whole, and. womén covered their faoees»

~

at will; if they went out into “the etreets at’ all. : Not all the .
girls: wore the cloak even those frommthe traditional famllies' o
the Christian Arabs end ‘the Assyrians never .aid, but came in ordin-‘
ary western clothes. The head of the college was a Turkish woman,~

a 5p1nster, and her assistanﬁ a Canadian,married to oné of the govern-
‘ment~ministers, who was’ later imprisoned for some years by the revol— f
utionary governmentq' The result was a slight element. of sugfragett-
fsm in the college though of course it’made poor. weather agadnst 1t9‘
total opposite outside thé’weifg . When the 8irks took off their
. abbas and put them on hooks 1n the entrance hall they revealed
western ¢lothes underneethe-—high~heeled shoes, tight jumpers, Iittle
.trinkets and clasps, and most of them wore lipstick. "I remember

“one élaspy Worn by Mlss Existentialist on heér - jumper, which wee &
Pminlature representation of, a. teleihone ereamwoolourea- its wire

in the form of a little. ‘golden.chain, - . . | _,

Z:%;; all the students»were'youhg girls, There was a woman of.

. thirty-five or so who hed. lost her husband,some years befoie, end
';'was:said to writé poeyry; she~chain~smoked~end~sat.quite still in .
x'wa hhncﬁédﬁﬂeyi broodinglyg“her:greet olack-eyeorows‘seeming to
weigh{dbﬁn-en her-eyeefand‘elmosﬁ elose them, in eléep},wﬁile her;
1ips smiled slightly. She he:d the charactér. of someorie refRective
-and gifted sometimes she was quick and fluent, and sometimes’

_ totally dull, unable. to suggest anything, only smoke endlessly,

_ wrapped in her strange, silent darkness‘ One of the unexPected

things in the college was that smoking was allowed ~eéven in the



t'g_age,;her closest friend With a long, dark. rather beautiful ﬁace*!,

&

ei&mfnatioﬁ”rdom. There was also dnother woman of the ehainwsmoker’s

"'something seemed to .hold herxback all’ the time An the flesh& some=
thing ancient perhaps, from the pastF -a kind of dragging, slow-footed
-»Quality that stoPpeé Her: mind from lighting up -anhd only gave her~dim
end heavy thoughts, borne: slowly out: of a. brooding;’ insensate‘concent-
;Jration, 80, that everything 1n her seemed soft and drowsy, in a -desert |
heat, even her voice, which came out unwillingly% strained ‘and deep; -

- her sloWness wasn't‘like that of her friend—-~iﬁ had nothing reflect~
dveé in it' and shé hed the same kind of smile, but 1t was girlish -
and inconsequential, not - sad. as her friend's was~ yet they both had
i‘somethiqg’anclent in them that;pulled;them.back.in diﬁferenxlwaysw

":,and‘madé this qgick western or Christian learning difficult for them,

whlle fascinating. . The beé&tiful-one't00k1m9~asiae~ona da§'andf

asked me: if I could accept a. glft of a new fountain pen from hér——=

‘she had.heard that‘I(dﬂloqt minejw I was delighted and took it with~ _
out thinking. . Later in the -day the other teachers told me I shouldn't
have done thisy it meent Hiat she wanted a £00d "mark in the exam~
* indtions, which. were Just coming round gt the time., I refused to .
believe it, but whén I failed her later on she lodked at me in a
_completetly disgusted and dlshonoured way;;. .and told.me she would

.never have thought}*;pable of such a,thing, her look made me feel -
Zeompletely treécherous. HET Work was-childish- with a slow, ‘dim

-understanding; there was-Something lovély in -it, but.the sentences

f‘_;dldn*t finish and there were strange<mlsconceptions. Thechain~

smoker &lso was sad at her Priend being failed; theré was & brood<
ing, end-of-the-world feeling round them both. ) It was & world I
| ¢ould glimpse into, for a morient .- ' Perhaps the atmosphere was,a
.1ittle like a herem, eSpecially when the classroam door was: ¢clbsed |

end the girls were quite’ themselves. They wete 1n no doubt=-=
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and. she sPdke French wity 8. wonderful fluency.

'«aqd.that anyone ?gg%né'paytjin vhat was going on outside would.be

.
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-except one a pale, slim gentle girl whose answers: were always

to the point, end whose brother was a- teacher at enother- college-- '

that I marked the examination paparea according to the liking I

1

had for each of them., It séemed qnite natural to them.that the

girl whose -bfother was a fellow»teacher of mina should - a:me out
by

top, and that Miss Existentialist shonld come second*ﬁ-“{

The ‘noisiest part of the morning was the hreak when the

‘long recreation-rccm.was filled with girls and &, bar at one end

served lemon-tea and Tufkish coffee in glasses. At first .I used

5to 80 there every day; but it always meant being drawn into. one
Iof the. talkative little groups and then, later,’being reproaohed
,for having shown scme students more attention than others. By
'the~end of ‘the first term I' vas having tea on my‘éwn, in a little
"room reserved fof the clerks and- the burser of: the college ‘ob T

" would go over to- the men's college opposite where there was a

proper‘teaehers' common Totm, But the recreation-room.was the

most pleasants 1t ‘héd cheerful frescoes ofi the Golls end 1ittle

3

itables for- rour people, and settees along one wallj. 1t ‘hed a1l .

been arranged by the dean, a. small talkative and chanming women:

pf

’L'whose head.was £U11" of once-fashionable eliches from wesfern

Europe; Paris was; the place for her, angd, her room.was full .of

" the. latest Parisian.magazines the fashion. ones and the artistic .
'~aavantgarde ones. : ohe would tell.-the girls all ébout the 'artistst

that ohe" saw in the streets of the Latin Quartnr and Montmartre,

- 1
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After the first yelling started outside, the head of the

”eollege, a pale, quiet, sad-faced qoman, came round to each"class-

room and to0ld the girls- quietly that they must keep their places
Wlo fark .

"

13
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punishéd. She said thie with nerrowed eLightly fluttering

eyes her 1ips pursed but clearly she felt apprehensive. ‘ Her

(hand vds shaking & littie as she ¢losed the ‘door egain; Some. of:v

the yells eutesde were‘rather blood~curd1ing, and the girls got-
up from their places oﬁe by ene, ‘$aking. no.- notice of more There
-was. a bustle ‘in the entrance hell outside,-, lEEj;aS cleerly the
. $ime for Tumours” “to start f£lying, 3

It happeﬂed to be nearly break-‘
time, end people drifted into the_recreetion—room. .*ﬁe yetfthere,-
seemed to be no violeneeJoutside.T Ihe~assistant heaé»'%hé’canadian.‘

woman, told me 1t Would.be better to stay in‘the eollege, as’ she.

" hurried paet¢ There ‘wasn't- another teacher te Yo eeen. Even the

4

bursar wasn't 1n his little office. nor the clerks.' It was &

bright clear day, and. the sun streamed . through the tall windews.

- There was no one serving tea. t[::iooked for: tho weman of fashion~

able eliches, but sheé wasn't to be found.eithegz:} Even thé head of

the- college had*dieappeared.‘, ° 'I'here Were only students and Ie .

I began -to" hiope that they liked me«--all of ‘them, . ;
" The yelling -outside increased and then there was the Sound of ,

smasning glass.. I went out into the narTow. quadrangle that gave '

onro the street and saw that most of the Students of the college

opposite wére collécted on theé roof and were dropping sizeable

. boulders down, to. prevent ‘anyone coming into’ their college, ;

.The police were collecte@ in the road, which was otherwise quite

deserted.as 1 had never seen 4% dbefore., The etudents were 8lings

" ing small etones and pebbles down at them, and- the; polioe were -

moving about dexterously, finding 1itt1e areas of, qhelter, érouching

dovny,. their rifles cocked and ready, though ammost certainly they

' had orders not to fire. To one 31dew.standing by,an official,car,

officer.
'there was a policenﬁzaﬁxxedirecting natters;. There waen't,enother

vehicle to be seen@ The ususl beggars and mulée'and donkeys,.
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, E and Lsun—-bleached creaking oarts and’ old cloaked women 3oft
of i‘ooﬂgliding swiftly along the pavements, &o which they always

%

.+ seemed to belong so 1ittle, |7 eré, no longer there, . Ir noticed that ,

.o
¥’ -

there weroégirlsigé wel:)on the roof opposite’ they were waving
down to our girls, who. seomed to be taking the situation in a giggly
way. But then the stones‘gtarted flying, dangerouslya--they'mnst
havesspent hours collecting th?gfarmament together on the roof, ,3
behind thg low promontory.' It seemed that the police were trying “
to foree an entry into the collegﬂ?“perhaps to clear the place. with
tear—gas and as they go+ nearer the building, from a flank, the
boulders and stones begans to fall more thickly, meking dull thuds -
. on the sandy earth below, . One of the windows of our oollege was
suddenly smashed and everyone ran inside’, The police pushed the
remainder of the girls back,,and the- doors of the eollege were then.
b— made fast. 1 deeided to go: and sit in’ the recreation—room, and
5 to look as unooncerned as possible, though I was, very frightened
and could see myself being strung up on a pole and’ having my limbs
;. out ‘off slowly aﬂ”’one b§ onegzrhﬁing with the genita{éz}wnile the
‘ éi;ls déncad a[géightful kinﬁ off feéminine deathpdance round me.
{:::;old myself that~1qd had goo& training during the war for benaving
~ca1mlyb while 1n a state of pure\funk 1nside,
" on my chair and began to read[:p;}book I'd brought from the class-

" rooms <or rather; I tried th

o | i (QM
Still nons. of: the girls ook any notice of me.’ s This felt 3o,

and I composed,myself

E)

-

m{ 11ke. the nisgligance ‘mof. people “who had. qbsolute ‘power in thel r
A hands~ Z:jjudge nght be neggigent 11ke that before putting the

" bleck cap- on his head, | But suddenly one of the cutside doors’ i)
burst open with a terrlfic force, énd. I thought,\'Here,goee*—°ﬂkﬁqﬂ

v atimore'll be a real fight ncw" Apparently,.the police hadn'tvbeen

’~strong enough to stop thé riot sPreading into the street. But I

- ' ‘. - - L]
- L} . -
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’"{was misfaken. | It was only one. young man ., | However, there—was)
~ “blood ruaning down his fece; @gether with sweatjand he was yelling -
frantically. He dashed straight into the recreation—roomr--to get
me, I thought—-afollowed by:several‘of the girls, and began yelling
in the‘most distrassed way, his eyes quite blind,i::garly seeing
nothing round: him at all, eveéfme . trembling all .over, his shirt in
" regs, while the girls gazed at him with rapt sympathy. l It seemed
. he wa's making a. sort ot speech, His eyes passed over: me while he
- talked settled on mé,. passed on again, pierced through me, while.
the words poured out of his mouth. S began to ask myself where all
my Areb. friends were. Surely they would realise I was in a £ix?
[§§; they were all far afleld. " One was. 1n ghe hospital on the
other, side of the sqnare another ‘Tan a bookshop, &nother was in
the ministry of justice, another at the racecourse outside the city.
They would probably hear éboutlthe riot when it was all over.
" "To my surprise, the young ‘man turned away , his speech and his
voice exhausted and ong of the girls 1ed him out, of the room like
a child.eﬂuée hadZ;;Q;red-tﬁkiglpassionsf They also we%?kigaa
wild state naé;, Miss Existenitalist dashed up to me and, lowering -
" her fade to my level, nd’btaring me straight in the eyes, her
" teeth bared, her nose almost toucming mine; aske%Zi; her brdken
EngliSh didn't I feel a bit uncomfort&ble now, wasn't Ia little
: afraid/,how did I 11ke it, eh? I smiled. at har~in an aimless and
.,sheepish way, and shrugged;(:zgét.l could say nothiug. Vords ‘
absolutely refgsed to com to my"lips::] And she turned awéy,
giving me a last biting glance, as 1f m& silence confirmed something
ir her mind., - “

rl

L3

I realised that my first few months at the ‘college had been
based oh a.mistake, I'd been invited out to Baghdad by Arabs,
. not fhrough any official English organisation, and I'd assumed

.-
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that for thie reason I wasn't 1dentified with British Embassy
politiee;-whataver they'were., But this'was wrcng. . For the
first‘time I‘was hated h- my fleeh, for ‘a matter'that ‘was Peyond
me,, which Ita never oreeteﬁ and- which I knew almost nothing about.

. ! ‘ felt very sorry for myself*' here were people burnimg againat -

Embassy condescension and aloefness-~—£‘ 1ndeed thay were~burning

o againet eny such thing-—3and hedn't ’ourned against 1t as well, -
“'in other'forms at hone’, all my 1ife? didn't I know what snubbing

and condeecension meant better than they did?n And they pioked on

o ng'" In the. n&mé%f liberty or: progress?, They perfermeﬁ the same .

¥

government did? . What7we§;ﬁﬁere#£eenee?1

blind act against me, in my flesh as they condemned in their govern-m
ment? ”And whoAsaid the B:itishﬁEmbassy was behind_everything the °
_:“;‘Let them pro¥ide a little )

more‘ﬁheh Tumour aﬁd hearéey‘ . &nd anot r thing, there was no

such’ thing as powebi withoutj submission. %h was to blame \t Ee *
lxh .
ritieggif thé?{used 1nf1uenee where inﬂluence‘was tolerated? '

Instead of say ng that the %ritish were behind everything that
happened, even the Weather, end that all.Englishmen.were epies, why
-didn? %- they Stand up and’ make government of their own, and clear
their oities of slums, end. rally ‘the poor:- people? . mnd why did

they build ms’ug “indt @ Figure-—sa poor ‘damged £ool -of- & tescheri--=

v

‘ unless ‘they wére ‘ou:rning with envy, that little meggot with a

l.( M .
political face, Hifét masquerades under the word 'liberty's - I

couldn't help it ir they felt 1nferior4 4And who were these-people

-ﬁﬁd‘felt inférier? Who were these girls who were beginning Lo

bare their teeth at me now,,who ‘were. their young brothers deross

the ‘Toad?, Quite half of them came to college in long," bright

. Américan limousinest It was the done thing smong the, girls to
ﬁﬂofferfme d 1ift at -the end of the morning~--me1 ‘the -imperial

- masteri»whowhedn't>e%en a broken-down Ford, even a bicmeclel
N . i . v X -

i
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| Their servants ewermed round the gates every morning; ealaeming‘~
: j' and smiling, come to retch.the little onesl These were the purveyors
i of 1iberty $6 the peopie--~the sons ‘and deughtérs of” tight»fisted )
h._ shopkeepers and. menufaeturers who needed gpé’politicel sloggne to
£ ‘Biide the gfjirepaney betweeh themselves ahd the malaria-ridden,
tuberoular, helf starved massee under them$ p Yes, they needed a
scapegoet’ . And here was I, a sitting target for a emall. ‘mean
. eless who sent out their children o leern'Englieh for further
, commeroial advantages. . ;,g*“ ‘ :
‘ JIn faot mnch fewer: then ‘half- the girle came “in limousznes.
There were a handfull of very rich girls. Moetgof them.were the
children of professional people, &elieve:?—-lawyers teachers,
Sdoctore and so forth. They werelmiddle-cleezaxj Their.hates were
oot the[:gadI#:]abstrect kind. |

They were no ifferent from the
© British people they professed o hate indeed they were leee

l
l

libexal less generous altogether, for they hadn t travelled g:
far elong the. middle-cless Troadx towards perfeet citizenship.

That wes to eome. !

_‘ﬁl;' “But I was confiden%_'?eelly, that nobody would touch m.
They never dia touch a foreigner. ) Andr it was strange they
 iiked the English, Half-of theethings that stuck in 'my throat

ebout England they admired. I thought I "could quiteeeesily walk

out into the street end go home W1thout being touched.. But also
I thought considering the size mf the boulders being flung ebout

" ahd the unfathomeble quality of all ‘humen nature, that’ I wouldn't
do eéZ} I stayed where 1 wes, partly fuming, partly quaking, and
pertly meking selent self-;ustifying speeches. " Some of’ the cther
girls- followed Miss Exietentielist'e leed and gave me taunting and
hostile glenoes- but the hetred in their case was less concentrated’

- -
" _one or two{hroke ine:]giggleaf ,I found out that one of” the girls

s
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»nnhad 1eft the college and Tun: across to the other sids f’%ﬁg;roéﬁ,,~

a{jirhaviﬁg heaﬁg!that har brotherkﬁégmanjured in some way. i The pmliee -

were’ firing into the air, they said, although I didn'% hear any -

1

-

. reports‘ RIS ) P! ’: ) ) ;.:_‘ "‘ 7=':‘__“ . ..)‘ . ’ t i

/&%;} waﬁf;gs it happened 'rescued " A Kurdish friend* hearing the

“.noise of the riot from the m;nistry of justlee where he worked

‘s?telephoned my home~to see if I-was tliére, then came<straight ‘acToss - -
- in his .car. He. liked to make grand gestares, and.enjoyed walking
frfrom his car through a hail of stones t the college, slowly,

dressed in his 1mmaculate white suit, tall and slim, with a panama

. hat at an angle over his brow his érms swinging at his" sides loose-
1y, his" pace long and prowling., He prlded ‘himself: on knowing-mést-
" . of the important communists in . the city, and “OR: being the cnly

landOWner they treated as a friend. He'd ' taken. me one evening,

&ﬂﬁ ,
with ah air of conspiracy, to the flat of & communist cell where

'there were two small, urggnt-looking men with revolvers 'in their

"belts,[igo treated me with 1ittle ceremony at first seeming to.

fremonstrate with .my friend for having brough me, _one -of them, ‘with 2
'_a glint of humanity in his eyGSWdesplte himself’, toek out his .

revolver and pl&yed with it rather ostentatiously, but ny friend
laughed.and told him’to put it at:maty.x~ The flat was high over the’

“eity, and we all sat on the terrace together, looking over the

iron rail at the flat roof-t0ps below where people sat on hammocks’

and divan beds and the twinkling lights in. King Feis&l square,

’and the rolling,. bIOWn river in. the distence, with lighted mosques

.on the’ other bank. The two ‘communists were élso Kurds from.the'

mountains- they were brisxer than 4radbs, without the black,

_ drowsy, piercing eyes* proud people ‘who -had always wanted a
_country‘of the;r'bwn, and felt that England had pregegted.it,py

bringiﬁg'Iréqfinfo“being‘as & Kurdish=arab state; they‘cauée&
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: Next day my students mers as cheerful and talkative as.- ever.

Miss Ezistentialist smiled in the same way. I peeréd into. their
faces but couldn't find a.traee of the feelings of the previous day.
- d‘ The girl who had run acrbss to the men's college was askéd:to go

h to the head's office that morning, and was given-a severe talking-
"t0s. "Bub.she wasn't punished. ' étzz gave as Céér excuse the 'fact
that her brother had ¥een injured, @nd she couldn't bear to be

separated from hiéﬁw Thare was stlll & 31gn of apprehenégon in the

Wr

. head-sufape; She . had -8 sad 11p-b1ting manner*unﬁféneath her .
“euthority. . The other teachers drifted back end.sat in the recreat~
ionarodm-or'the‘elerks' office as usual during@the.bxeak, not
" ~m9§fiéning the.diéthrbanées;‘ X bélieve;most‘of‘them agreea‘with
) the principles behind 1%, In any cése, ‘They'belcnged'to'the'
professionel class. - Ihey felt ‘+they were worth some. sort d? social
position, and they séw people like me, much youngers;, coming from
England or France or,America and getting salaries thét made theirs -
look abgﬁr&? I remember~one man in particular who never forgave
me fo;farguing 'aaainst' sociology in & club—meeting,f it was his
pet subgect, snd my attack.was unquestionably persorialy he said,
‘dE?lgned to get him out'of the collegeb "~ In factﬂ Iadidn t know -
‘ﬁiﬁ. | Endless intrigues resulted from this sort of thing; the. .
| doggy,«evilnsmelling, cowardly 1ntr1gues that g0 on ‘in colleges
f;,evérywhgre; smong people who think of themselves .as a. cut above
otheérs mentally;>"Why.oouldn'y-they‘ﬁave bu?ned down & colleée'
or two? 4nd pufrveggtable-al§otments in their .place for: the
.poory, | - SRR I ‘
i

I was- surprised to see the'young man who had given.a speéech
\

in the recreation-room tl}/,da?*b‘é'f’?e. . He dame scross to teke

3



- a glass of tea. i }:Je even:sPo}:e to. eaoh other. - He had sof ~eyes
and a n}oe{ chaxlmihg smi]:e. X 'asked hin what he h{ﬁd been saying _
the day before but; he 1boked quite blank. -I even began to-feel-
unsure that it had happened: The sunlight pourad through the.
_ windows. ' It was: hone of those extraordinary mornings again, é‘b*-'(
@n the poetry We were reading seemed to touch everything 1ight1y. i

. The girls were all cheerful. _ @owned in the sPecial 1itemture

b

“‘class as before.-,f The dean sped through the entrance hall as on.

e every other morning,* looking heavy with elichgs .. HQW lov;ely it

A

e : was to be 1n Baghdad! How deligh’tful. 'people. weres: { (&ﬂm—?z ?
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At the time of the riot in Baghﬁad I was working at
one. of the colleges as a teacher. It was called the. Queen

&liyah college, and was for girls only. Opposme,,. li‘ehi'nd ax;xi :

" uneven wall, the brickwork of ite fece exposed and rough like .
‘that of ‘soms med’iaéval ‘buildings one seés in Europe, was the chiof

. men'ts’ college, called The College of Arts and Seiences. :»:ind" at
the end ‘of the road Was one of the gates. of the city, a wide .
"‘square where the buSes ‘stopped, with palm trees and a dusty roade

and

surfaca, with a kind of platform 1n the middle wheré oriminals

: and sometigz;es pol;tical prisoners were hung eéarly in the morning;
" and left there hanging for three hours. & friend of mine, & |

surgeon at the locel hospital, used to try to persiade me to @Gome

~along to these hangings-*‘ he’ s‘aid ‘they” fascinated, him, rather as

»

‘.
.

surgery did. But I stayed away, probably because of & fear that

T R: might £ind a similar faacmation in myself. I never' saw my

friend perform an aperationu-athat was another thing he. invited me
‘o and I menaged to stay aw ay fromm-but people told me that he

" worked with a tremendous concentration, bending loiv éver his pat-

ient, with the aweat paur:lng out of his brow evén on cold daya.
) Hearly evVery year there was & riot of some kind among the

students, in the_cold weather, befors or after Christmas; some=
times the Fiot was mild and-Sometimes violent. The most violent

hed been just after the si‘gnmé of & treaty with Britain, when

n.amest Bevin was foreign eecretary. Sinde tha"n they hed been
rairly quist. But 1t was aaid that the city, and thus the
country, douldn't go on for long in this state;  there were too .
many commnists, too many Russian agents living 1n the tall,
sqnalid, blocks of flats near the: gate on the other side of the

[ =

-
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eity, w‘k‘iéz;é sam; of tiw 'beﬁ?t{éx;-’éiiasé brothels &iére\.' ; ?‘Stuiénts'*
in the Cgll-eige.. of Arts and Sciences: used to réed Lenin ehd Marx
r-unaer the 1ids of their desks rather as if these were pofnographxc‘.-l
There was a 8teadily- growing class of dissatisfied professional
peo;:le who aouldn't tolerate Iraq'a connection. with Dngland mach

~,lox}ger ;' the treaj:y;waa- regresented as an .aet of slavery, :only a

_ voiuntary ’éi’éaty on ‘the surféé'é* the ministers were looked on' as

lackies of the British Embassy, and much odium snrrounded the
person of ‘the Prinee Ragent Abdu;llnah, who was later murderea‘
he was. sa:s.d té have h.ts fingér- 1n every big aemercial deal in.
‘ﬁhe eity, espeeially the eréokeﬁ deal, and ‘Bc ‘have amassed an
immense fortune by ccrrgpt bargains with the govemment over pro=-

L

- perty and. building contracts. 'I‘hare wera also too meny poor”

peeple. But they didn*t complain. It was’ the s!;udents and ‘the
professional people who resénted’ and smouldered. They hated the
! fat, nliterate ministers and under-eeeretaries who might keep
then xf:aiting m an ante-roam for ‘two or three houra. - The son of
the prime minister v:as -also hated-.. It wes said of him that he

" drenk a ‘bottle of whisky & day, end was one of the lcwest rakes

. in the country. Of all the ‘things that were said about the -

-

pédéple in cf“harge' it was aifficult to kriow what was true. r:hen
lated- theae people were mnrdered, their bodies dragged through $he
streets, it no 1onger mattered what the truth was, the only

-~

important fact was that {:he anger had been allowed to eccum&late

e “too 1ong, snd nothing coula. stop bt PN ot

Daring this rict, which wasn't a particularly bad one,
I realised that, . was leaked on, hated and admirer‘i aimltaneously,.
as an Englisl’men, nct simply a frj.endly teacher fram,a i‘oreign

lend es I’ thcught I wasy It was my first experignce of being

" locked at with political hatred, namely, a hatred that is blazing
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and fiercs, quite wiﬁheut mercy, yet in the strangeat v:ay witho

- out anything personal in 11‘:. . My own students;- espeeialhf the _
e ones who werd close $0 me; in my sppéial literature class, and " .

who were usually the friendl:{est to m, were those who now looked.
at me most venomously, the girl vwho had £he reputation of ‘bedng.
my favourite gtudent, an& sho. against all préee&ent had. xzome to-

. my hotel-réon in’ ny £irst term at the. ¢college. and;.:aﬁkga\ me »_53.1

sorts of questions ebout. 'aﬁi'a{:ent.‘ialism: snd Byron and life 15"

Lcndon end Paris, an& sc forth, eame up to me and, hissed an

: insult in my facé‘ The other students took little notiw oi' OB v,

_I___f-mean those vho néver took 'tha- 1itarature~clas"esz and were maknly

_ under other feachers.. They seemed blind- to ms;. their eyes locked -

vaguely past me when they turned in ny direction, oilvery, stering,

With a. damped flame, famoky; It was a m.’;scplculation qn oy part
‘;to bo in the college 9t.<.a3,1 on the morning of a:rict. "Usutx_:lly

the. day :6{' rioting was known beforehand 3 after all, there had to

.be some plen; and’ t:he Agttmiax' friendly” teacuers, those ‘who ;e

néren't identified mth the government ‘of the Brimah Embassy,
were nearly a.mays warnédy. Bm; this time there- was no warning..
Evén the teacher who was fameus for his Arab national:{sm didn't

\ knowe fsfterwards I was told thafs this rict was tle most spontan=

ecus there had. been go far; there roally had been no plan.

It started during one of the elasses. I realisea what was up
the moment” I heard shouting outside, like a wan, ‘because this was
the week :m which rioting wes expécted mofe or less. I 'was sittmé

" in my favourite elassroom, ‘where cnly six students came, the most .

‘ advanced onésy it looked out -on ‘4 quiet quadmngle where the sun

blazed downy making the walls look 1ike soliad rmd encrnsted

" dazzlingy wm; the sky Jjust wisible boyond ‘thems _ITVvo always been
o fascinabed by low buildings of the kind one sees in mediaeval



T%o.wh's—, long with déep rooi’s,, an& ‘this quadrangle had something
| of the same, kind. ‘ The air.was nearly always dusty &and parched.
And some of the lovenest days were in the autumn, when the cold
was coming, ' ‘the air was ex’sraorainarily c}.ear, énd the yellow-
walls gleamed in a blind:mg way, making people narrow. their 8yes,
€0 that women in the. veil, shawing only ?;heir eyes through a snt, _
seemed to be giving out two sharp points of 1ight; Pixed in the
black.of their clo‘bh f:.ery and bright; yet. closeﬁ in darkness as
well. U . "L ,

I think I .v;a”é’ goi_ﬁg‘ i‘l;hrofag}i. t:'The‘ Rape of the Loek* Iine ;:b'y .o

line,. 0357 parhapé. 1t was the, first ac:t_ of Hamle!_;_,. 4lmost every

phrase would Liavé to be explaineé‘w I enjoyed‘ these letsons
thoroughly. Sometimes the room would seem %o be filled with the |,
nymphs and sylphs Pope was. describing, the poetry wouid actually"
touch ana enchant the room, nearly every morning, so that it was
‘a part of”tne extraordinarny clesr, yellow light ‘thet blazed out<
side and of the books ve: were z:eading i’rom, parf; ei' their print
and texturé* aml sometimas 11;‘ would be a more mysterious light,
: when e Went threugh Hamlei: _mors 'stark, less deécorated ws.i;h this
dazzling br;g;tnesé, -1e_ss delicate and glistering;-. phez:e- would ‘be
;mdre ;sdmbxé‘enes&s,; bﬁt aisé thé room would seem less immdiage to
54 us," wé pould be fﬁoa're‘ taken ‘up “in,’the .words, 'it'wes more mentel,
‘but; at the -same time there was the special Telish these words create
Led a dramatic relish enacting even in their sounds ‘the. splenaid
sad ; ‘endless struggles that lay pernﬁnently in the f£ibres of 1lire,
undemeath, 1 enjoyed acting the. lines, and sométimes «lowned
,about, but this. produéé’é an -at.;nOSpheré of bvaraexc»itéinehm» !

‘ The girls teme. '{:o the college in their abbasg, or at Isast most
-of them-did.; Ihese vere black closks that stretched ovar thei:'

" - heads. like ‘e hood, made of silk, which they .cculd drav up to their



.
- : . PO 4 kl

V - *

eyes S0 that they gige‘completely hidden except fbr a s%i? at the
brow.,, Only ths<gmmx womsn of Baghdad and then usually of the .

- poar'classes, wora the veil proper, e pieee cf‘black cloth that .

'stretched aerossithe face just above the noses.. The eﬂueated class+
es had dispensed rith it on tha whole, and women eovered their facees

'at wil 1f they Went out into the streats at all¢ Not all the .

- girls wore the cloak,?even thése~from,the traditional families~

the Christian Arabs and the Assyrians never did but cane 1n ordine
ary westorn clothes* The head of the eollege was & Turkish ‘Woman,

'-a Spinster, and: her assistant a canadian married to ‘oné: of ‘the govern-

'ment ministers, who was 1ater~imprisoned for some. years by the revoL-;h
utionary governmsnto The result was & slight element of sugfragettn

< ism 1n the eolle@e, though of*conrse 1t‘made poor weather against its "
total opposite outside the walls,4 Than the girls tock off their
abbas and put them on hodks in the entrance hall they Tévealed

western clothes undernaaths—uhigh»neeled shoes, tight jumpers, little

.trinhets -and clasps, and most of - tham,wore 1ipstick, I remember
‘one clasp; vorn by Miss Existentialist on her'jumper, which vas.&a

: miniature representation of .a telephone, creamﬁcoloured its wire

| in the form of & little golden chain.

-

. Hot all the students. were youhsg girls. There was & wbmén.ofw
‘thirtygfivevor,so th»hag lost. her husbend .scme yeears ﬁeroré,‘andlw
‘was said to write postry; she. chain-smoked and sat quite 56111 in ;
- & hunched way, broodingly; her great. black eyébrows seeming to ,

- waigh down on her eysés and almost ¢lose them, in sleep, while hexr.

"lips smiled slightiy. - She, hed the cheracter of someone raf2ootive
~ @nd gifted: sometimes she was duick and fiuent, end’ somotimes
;Atotally dquil, uneble to suggest anything, only umcke endlessly, -
wrapped in her strangé ailent ﬂarkness.. ‘One of tha unexpected
. things in %he collego was that smoking was allowed, even in ‘the

»
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examination Toorm. ""here was: also another woman of the ’ohain-smnker*s .

ag&, her ciosest friend with 8 long, ciark, rather beautiful Save;

' somethmg seemed to hola her back 811 the time, in the flesh, Bome-

thing acient perhaps, from ‘Bhé‘ gast, a kind of.' dragging, slow-’fcoted
Quality th&t stopped her mind frem lighting up and: only gave her dim "

- _and’ heavy. thoughts, borﬁ“e slowly out of & brooding, mgensate ‘concent-

) ration, 80 ‘t:hat everything 1:1 her seemed soi‘t a:mi rlrcwsy, 4n’ a desert

- hea'&, even her voiée, whieh aame -out zmwillingly, strainaﬁ and deep;

her slownees wasn’t like tha'h of her i‘riend--it had nmhing reflect=

“dve 4n its and .she hed the same kind of smile, :mzt it was girlish
and inconsemential, not sad as hér friend's was; yei: they both haéd

v‘vane'khing aricient in- thed that pulled them back in @ifferent wdys, .

. and . .made thia qpick westsrn ot Ghristian ‘learning 4ifficult for them,

' whila"fascinatingw - Thé beautiful ne. took me aside o day and’ ,

‘ ?aaked me if I could accepﬁ a gift of a new i’ountain 'oen from hePases )

. she had heard that I(a 1ost: mine* I wes: delighted and ook it with--

.out thinkingzw Later in the day the other, ‘t;eaehers told me I shouldn't
have done tixis; it meant. t.hat she vanted a good mark m the exeam~ °
inations, which r*ere Just coming round et the’ tme. i I .refused to

] “believe it, but when I i‘aile& her later on she looked at me in &

| comple%tly disgusted and dishonoured way ;. .and told me .;he ould -

never hava ﬂ;hought capable m" uuch a thing,, her look. made me feel

cvmpletely treaeherous. Her Wcrk was childish, with a slow, dim

understanaing, thers, was soziething lovely in it, ‘but the sentencaa

didn"'t finish end there weére stranga miseénoeptions.x ‘“'he ehaina

- smeker also. 'mas sad at her friend heing failed: there was a broed-:

ing, end«ai‘-%h@-—world fe ¢ling ‘round them boths .. It was & world I
could glimpse into, for a moment. “ Perhaps the atmpsphem»'wag a
little lixe a harem, esx)ecially vhen the classroom door was- clidsed

and the girls wePe quité bhemselvess They Were in Ao doubte-w

S
- - - 1



-‘1 “ - 1 ¢ - N ¢

. T e 4 “y
" . ) . . . . < 4

except one; a pale, .,um, gentle girl whose aris¥ers were always

to the point, énd whcse hrother was a teacher at another cellege---

) . that I marked the examination paparax aceording to the liking I

had foz- eaoh of them. It seemed. q,uite natmral to thcm that the
' girl whose ’brcther wa .8 fellmnteacher of mire shauld eome wt
top, aﬁd that mss mistentianst should come second.

The noisieat paz't of the morning was the break, wb.en the ,
ﬂ‘__long recreation--room was filled with girls, arid' @ bar at one end

-~

-'servea lemon=tea- -and” *mrkish coffee. in glassas. At first 1 use&

- t--to 8o there every aay, but it aiways meant being arawn into ome |

. of . the talkative uttle gI'Oups and then, later, heing repraachea
for having shm som s*hudents more. attention than §thers.’ By
_‘the end of the first term I was having tea ' on my, own, in a little

*oom reserved for the clems and the ‘nursar of the eollege, b I

. would ge ovér to the men's. college Opposita Where there was &

‘prp_per teachezjs' comnon room.f : But tha reereation—mom was the.

‘. hmc'st’ -piéﬁ_gsanj:;s 1t had cheerful frescaes on the walls and 111:1:16 *
‘ taf)les fﬁr‘fénr peaple,, and se ttees along one wall; 3 it had o1l |
- been arranged by ‘the dean, small tan:ative and channin‘.g women

whose head wasg full of once-fac‘hionable clicliés from western -

.I:umpe,, Paris was: t:he place for her, and her roam was full of

-+ the latest Parisian mégazines, ‘the fashion .ones and the artistic

avantgarde onos.. She vzouid tell the girls all about the ’artists" .
that one savz in the stréeté of the Latin fuebtrr and Montmartre,
'vand she spoke French with a vonderful fluency. '

1 . - v
- . . ) s

4

«After the’ first yelling started ouﬁsi&e; the ‘head of the
eeilege, : pale, quiet, sed=faced qcman, cene round ﬁo @ach class-e«
) Toom and ﬁold the girls quietl;v thet they must keap 4heir pldces
|and that anyone taking part in what was going on outside would be

.
L.



ﬁunished She said thie with naxroweﬁ §Light1y fluttaring
eyes, her 1ips. pursed, but cleerly she felt, apprehensive, .Her \
h&na wab shaking a 11ttla as she closed.the dgor- again. Bome of
the yells outssde were~rather blood«curdling, and the girls got

5

up from their»plaeés one. byVone, taking no notice of me. Theve”
was & Bustle in.the entrance hell outside. Itsvﬁs eleariy the
txme for rumours té atart rlying. 1% nappened to be:nearly break- -
ﬁime,,and people. drifted into the récreation=room. as yat thers .{
seemed to Ye no. violence outaide. The aseisﬁent head the ‘Canadien
B . Worien, told me it wonldfbe~be%ter'to stay in the college, a8 she
hurried pastw ) There wasn't~aqother toacher to-be seens Evéen the
;burs&r wasntt in hie iittle 6ffiee, nor the clerks; It ves @ |

bright, clear day, and‘the Sun stream@& through the tall Windaws,

.
‘v

Tbere was . no one serving tea. ’ I lodkea for the. ﬁoman of fashion~
8blé eliohes, but she' wasn't to-be found either, Even ‘the head of ’
the college- had disappear;dg There were only students and 1.
I began to hape that théy liked me-uall of thema. - -
J”he yelling outsid@ 1ncreased and $hen there was, the sound of
o smashing gléss. I ?ent out. into the narrow qnadrangle ‘that gave
ohto the streef, ‘srid saW'that most: of the students of the: college
. 6pposite vére colléated cn %he'roof ‘and were»dropping sizeable
; boulderé down, to prevent anyune GGMlng 1nto their colleges
Thé pclica Wore' collected in the roady which wat, othérwise ‘quite
déeerted as I had. never éeen 1t before. The students wére aling-
1ng small atonéﬁ and pebbles down at: %hem, and the poliee,mere
) moving ebou't dexterously, finding 1ittle areas of'%hélterx*érnuching
- down, their rifles mocked and reaay, thoush aithost certaaﬁxy ‘they
& ha& orders not to fire. Tb one side, standing by an ofﬁié%&l cary’
. there wés a poiiceuggﬁéggrkirécting*matters. Tﬁere éasn't aother
" vehicle t6 be seens The ususl beggars and mules and.dbnkeyq@
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“ahd -éﬁxi‘;-bléé&héaf ’ér‘eakingf 1-car§£s, and old elts;akéﬁ vmméxi,, ébf“b |

. of foct, gli.ding ewiftly almng the: pavemsnts, to which they always
o ..Séemad to bélong so lit'ble, were no. longar 'Ishere. I 'noticed that
‘ there ware»girlé as well on- “the roof oppesite' they were wavmg .

o doun bo our gir;;,s, who seémed to be taking the situation in a gigely

, ﬂairr,; _But then the 'stones dtarted flying dangerouslym--they fust

\have spent hours eolleeting this: armament togei;her on the roof;

behind the low promontory‘ 4 It seemed. ’that the police were trying

:t.o force ad entry into the college, perhaps tc clear the place with

tear—gas, a’nd as they gct naarer the buildmg, f:com & flanlc. the

x »béulders and stones begans tc L4111 more thickly, making dull thuds
on the aandy ear{:h below. One of the f:inc‘mws c‘f: our aollege was

: jeuddenly smashed, and everyone’ z'an ms 1de, . The polibe pushed the
' remainder of. the girls hack, and the deors of the eollege were then
made ;t‘ast. : R decided to go and sit in the recreation-room, emd
- *to look as uncmcerned aé possible, though 1 was very, frightened,
and ceuld see myself being strung up-on & pale &im having oy lmbs
out off slowly and éne by ‘ohe,, ending with the genitalsy while the
| . girle aaneed a frightful kinf oﬁ feminine aeath-danee round e

-1 told myself that I, 4 had good traming during the war for beRaving

5

" ’vcalmiyb tvhile in a s*zate of pm'a funk insida, and 1 composed nyself

on my ¢hair and began to réed the book 1t& brongh't: Trom ‘the ¢lass-
rrcs«c:axm or rather, I tried to. U - o
" st1ii-none. “of. e girls took any ngtiee of mgs  This felt o
me 1ike the negligenee xof peeple who had. z}bsolute pox“er in thedr
h&nds* a judge might be* neggigeht like that ‘beéfore putiiug the
| black cap on his heads - But suéﬂenly one. oi‘ 'bhe outside. &oore
. burst Open with a terrific. force, and I 't:hought, iHe:ce goesd
There'll be & real Tight. ncw ;scspparently,@. the police hadn? t been

. strong enongh to stcp the riot spreading inta the st:reep. ) Bnt I

1 Y- }
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was mistaken. I wes. only one young mat « chever, thare was -

e blood running down his. faee, together with sweat, and ke’ was_ yelling
: .rfrantmanyﬂ. He a.ashed straight into the reereation-robm—«to gat

-
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' me, I- though‘b--followud by sever&l of the. girls, and. began yelling
in. the. most diatressed way,; his eyés quite-blind, ;rxiearly seaing o
'nothing rmmd him at all,-_aven m, trembling all over", his ahirt in-
rags, while the gir}.s gazed at him with rapt sympathy. It Wemed
he was making a sort of speech‘ His eyes passed over ‘me while he |
,talked, settled m me, «paséed on again. pierced through m@ while
* the wards. poured out ef' his mouth‘ ‘I began to &bk’ myaelf where' ali '
my Areb rriends Were. Surely they would réalise I was in a i‘ix?
But they were all far éfield. ene was in Bhe hOSpital on. the
cther aid.e of the sq,uare, another ‘Tan’ a bookshop; another was in-
the miniatzy of justice, smother at the raeecourse outside the city.
They wonld probably hear about ‘&he riot when it v:as all overs )
To ny surprise, the yonng man tnrned eyay, his Speeeh énd his -

-

o voice exhausteti. and on:er cf: the“ girls led tim out of the room like ’
“« & ehilds Ho had stsirre& their passions. 'mey also were in a

wnd state now. £ mss Exiatenitalist dashed up to e and, lowering
her face to ny lev‘el, ancl 3tar1ng me straight in. the eyes, her
teeth bared har ﬁose almast tauchsing mine, dsked s.n hey- brbken
English -didn't I fsel a bit tmcomfort:able now, vash't I a litt:le

‘ at‘raid, how did I lixe: 11:, eh? amiled at her in an aimless and

'-°heepieh way; . and shmgge&, But I ‘could ‘say nothing. ‘ ‘ﬁ;or“ds‘:
bsalutely rei‘ysed to coua to my lips. &nd ahe turned away, ‘
giving me. & 1ast biting glance, as if my sile.nce confimad something

',,# S -, B v k4

) 1n her mnd’ .(_s ~ . wt ‘.,“‘ s 2 . “ - #

I reansed that my i‘irst few months at the éollege had been
baseﬁ on a mistake, I'd been invited out to Baghdad by Arabs,

not through any offieial mglish crganiaatim, an& I'd assumed

AR
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. mora than rumaur and hearsay: “and anothar thing, there was no .
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that for this’ raason I wasn't i&entﬁ'ied with British Embassy
pelitms, wnatever ‘they v:era. " But this was wrong. For .the .
“first tim I was hated 1n my flesh, for a matter that was beyonﬁ
me, whieh I'd néver created and whioh I Knew almost nothing about.

-I felt very sbrry for myself: here were péople bnmi:g againat

;Embassy condescension and aa.oofne ss-—-ﬁ’ indeed thay were burning
.against any sueh thing»—-and hadn't I bmed against it as well,
in-other forms;, at home, all my 1ife? didn't L know. what snubbing

" end condescension meant, better thén they a1a? - “and they Picked on
- me? .‘ In the. nameaf liverty or progress? - They performed the. same

blin& act against mey. :m my ﬂe sh, a8 they condemnea in their governs
ment& de who sam the British Iﬁmbassy was, beéhind everything the

gcvemment am? What ,vas the evidence?- Let t:hem protide a 11%19

Lk,

- such thing as power- mtnom: suhmission. ?‘ho was to blame the
"Britiéh it they used mfluence where S.nfluenée mas tolerate&?
.Ins'sead of saying ‘thet the gritish were behind everythi.ng tha*i;

happened,, even the. weather, anc‘i that all Englishmen Were Spies‘ why ",
didn' t they st&n& up. and ma‘ke ‘& gavernment of their own, and ¢lear
their cities of slums, shd rally the poor paople? &nd why did

" they build mé up inot @ figurema poor damged fool of a- t66choT fmmm
: ugleag they were burning,‘w’ith nvys that .litt_lﬂe» ma&“ot. with a

k]

politieal face, thet masq&érﬁaeé‘ undor the word 'Iiberty'? I

could.n't help it if they felt inferiort 4nd who were these people

’x-'eho felt inferior? : Who werer theae girls who Were beginning to

bare their teeth at me new, rho weére their young brothers aoross '
the road? Quite half of them came “to college in long, brighs,.
Ameiiém limousinest It -was the done thing among. the girls to

. offer me & 1ift at the end of thie morning-<+me, the imperial

mastar, vho hadn't even & broken-down Ford, even a fbicsrel,e;.\.
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. Their servants. swarmed ro'cmd the -gates every morning, salaaming .‘

' and smiling, ooms to’ feteh: '!;he 1ittle -onesl ~ Thesb were ‘the purveyors
of‘ 1iberty to” the peoplem‘bhe dong and. daugh‘bsrs c&' 't:ight-.fistad
shopkeepers and manufaeturars, who naeded the pclitical sloggna to
hi&e the dzserepaney between thémselves and tha malaria-»ridden.
tubercular, half«starved masses under them* Yes, they needed a
scapegoat . Axxd here was I» a sitting target for a amall, meah-
class whe sent ou.t their children to learn English far further

a

Lw

. commerc ial advantagesz : } A
S In t‘act mﬁch fewer than halr the girls dams. 1n 1ixnousl nes, r
’ ‘ There were 8 handfull of ve.ry rmh—girls. Mzast of them vzere ‘the
éhilﬁren o£ professienal people, I balievem;awyersf, teachers,
doctoré and 86 z‘orth. , Thay were middle—class. Theéir hatés were
of the deaﬂly, abstract kinda g They Were- no dii’ferent: from the
‘ 1‘” British people they prbfessed to hatew fndeed. ,they were leas
.- liberal less genércms altogeﬁher, for they hadn t travellec‘i as
fér along the mmam-elass roadz toWerds perfect mtizensmp.
That we. toscme. SR _ o
© 7 ‘But I was oanﬂdan'&, rafall‘y, tha‘b no‘boﬁy wou)d touch ma.

,"- | They never» &i& touch a foreignem " 4nd, it was. sbranga , they ‘
1iked tha English.. Half .of the- things that ﬁtuck in my throat_ - .
about England they admirsd, - I thought T coula quite eaai:_xy ‘walk
_ out into the stréet and go Home: without being touched; 'Bu‘h"als‘o
_ I thought,; considering the size &f the boul&ers being i‘ltmg about,

and the unfathomable quality ‘of all humen- nai:t:r.treik that I wouldn +

) do 804 I stayed where & 'was, partly funing;. partly qﬁaking, and
partly meking sd:lenﬁ seli'-;mstifying speeches. Some of the other
girls followed mss Exiatantmlist's lea& and. gave he tmt%g dnd
hostily glénces; bub the natréd in theiy ease Wés 1658 conce\;xtrated'
one or .two “hroke into gigsles. 1 found out ‘that one’ af t%a g&tls
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had left the college and ‘run across to the other side of the Toad,
having heard *::ha?. har brother was mjnred in some way. tl‘het pblice’

. - were firing into the' aix.-, they sadd, althaugh I atai't hear any

reports. [ . ‘., ' N
I was, as. it happened s rescued.f A Kurdish. friend, hearing the

noise of- th@. riot from 'bhe.. ministry of 5usfti¢’é‘wh§re’ ne,~wo;kqa,)
ﬁélephon@'d%ﬁ* home to see-'"i‘r- I was tiim'e, then came straight across
in his car « He 11ked to meke grand géstures, and enjoyed walking
"from his car through a hail of stones to the college, -slowlys.
' dressed in his immaéulate ‘white suit, tall and slim, with a panama
hat at- an angle over his braw, his erms swinging at his sides loose=
:!.;;r;b his pace long and prcwlingm He prided: himsélf on knowing, most:
cf the mportan‘b communis&s in. the city,. ‘onid on being tha only
:Landmvne;z they treated as & :L'r:end‘ He'd taken mé one evening,
with en air ef conspirecy, to the flat of a cammnist cell, vhere
~ there were two- small, urdght-looking men with réVolverg in their
- ”bel\té, whe treated me with 1ittle om-amény at first, seeming.to
" remoustrate with.my frichd. for having brough me; oné of them, with
4 glint of humenity in his eyes despite himself, took out nis
révolver and played with it mtha:lg* ostentatiously, but my friend
‘ laughed and t61d& him to pu‘i: 11; -anay. The: flet wag h‘igh over the
‘eity, and we all sat on the terrace _together, looking over the
iron. rail at the flat mcf-tops below where people sat on hemmocks:
and divzm beﬁs, and the tt«:inkling lights in King Feisal squere,
and the ro}.ling, ‘brom river 4n the distance, with lighted mosques
on the other bank. . The two comunists were. also Kurds, ‘from the
mouni:ains~ they vwere brisker than eArabs,, without the blaek,
drowsys Iss.ereiﬁg eyes; Promi people who had _\falways wanted ﬁ.\
" cowntry of théir oam, and felt that England had prévented it. by
bringing Iraq into béing as a Kurdish-irab state; they cau\s‘sé&‘.\‘";'

U
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'much of the péliticsl unrést. - But they ‘wore also Mslims, and . |
now felt. th:brm.\gm.y Ireqi, on the wholes My friend ms married
not to a Kurd but a girl from Beimt who spoke ﬂuent French and
who hed never worn the veils . He told that in this communist cell,
which was Yike hundreds oi' others in the. eity, there Were! érmea

men waiting for 'the :lay', wWhich would happen in tm srears, Live .
years, ten years; . bm‘; happen it certainly would,- Ana happen it -
did in about eigh‘t: years, with staggering violanea, tc the sxu‘prise,
< apparently, of- the ﬁ.xplomats &nd so-celled Arab expertss The
“prms minister was murdered and dragge& 't;hrough the.. streets with
his feet cut o:f:f. the Prince Regent and the king wera both shot,
anﬁ the Britigh Embassy, vias burned to the gmund., A Kurd beeame
© the leadars . S E L R
I was- happy tio see my fxiend mt.ne doorway of the. recreation-v
'r‘oom He had & wonderfnl sm:ue on his face, and looked immonsely
‘tall.with the girla round him. . de we walked out. of the i nﬁing
rarm in am, with the stones still flying abouh Not nmeh natice
' was taken of ua. S‘Budenf:s wére st:ll yelling :m $he Tool,
although the police hacl gained an entrances, Things maa ahated
somewhats The road was-uncannily still and des’ert:éd,, apart from
polieemen dotted everywhere, still duckmg down behind Wans -and
. trees, ‘a8 if 't;h_ey were in battle,, vwhile f:he:st.rangef, ublooaa-curdling
 eries echoed down from the Toof. It wouldn't last michilongers
my friend saide. - It was a damp squib,. ‘The'poiiéé' i'zefre ‘xvéll in
_ eontrols The prime minister; for- the morent, hed chargé d:t‘ things;
he had t,zi"e; right *instinct's His mistake aight yéars lategﬁ\,
_people said, was one of foréign policy, in not jeining the }Arab
- ferusade’ against Iarael with sufficddnt’ entm.s:iasm* the *ﬁaghdad
- péetl, engineered by- England, cutting fx:ross A:eab unity, was \a
blot or his ¢arser, they saids Anyway. hq wa,.f mrderga%. f'f %
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Next dﬁay mr st'u&;en"ﬁs, j*'-wie.lfé’. f‘éé-v._.ﬁheerful and "i:aifls;ti*;é ?au' OVl '
fiiss Extstentialist smiled in the same may. I peered into their .
faces but couldn't finé. & trace 6f ‘t:he feelings of the previmzs day.e
The girl who had x-un aereqs to the men' s collage was askeii tc go
to- the heaxi‘s office that’ morning, anﬁ was given.a severe ‘talking-
'toa:,; But’ She wasm*t punished. . She gave as ger excuse the Tact
" -that her brother had Veen irjured, and she- couldn't bear o be

. :s_epara.ted. i_‘;'_om him,.’ There wes still a sign: oi‘ apprehension in the
head's face. She had & Béd,. lipnbiting manner undreneath: her .
_.'authofs.ty. " Thé other taanhers drifted back: and. sat .’m the reoreat-»
1on-room or the clerks' ofﬁce 88 usual during the bresk, not
mentioning the diethrbances. . I believe most-of them»:egmea with:
the prine iples behind 1%, in any case. They belonged to the
"professional elasd, .: They felt they were worth some so:ct a social
positiozg anci they sﬂw people like me, miich. younger, coming i’mm
" ‘England or France or smerica’ and gettig selarice ‘Bhat mada theirs
' look absurds I remember one: msn in parti@ular vho never forzave .
me for arguing tagainagt? soeiolosy in a club-meeting, ii: was his.
| Mpet subject, and- my atﬁaok was uuquestionably persenal, he said,
.designed to get him out of the colléges Td, fact, I didn’t know
hime =~ Eadless latrigues resulted from this sort of-. thing, the
" doggy.s ev11~sm9111ng, co"zardly mtriguas ‘that go on in: collages
everywhere, among »pecple who think of themselves ds & cut q’bove
* others mentéllys Why couldn't they have burned dbwn a co‘.\lege :
or two? .And put, vegetebls-ellotments.in their place for t}\ne |

3
\

poord . : _ R

s N L3

-1 was surprised 4o see the young mex who néd given a spé\ech
in the recreation~room the day hefore‘«. . He eame ‘aeross Lo taﬁe

.
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Hé‘had*gcft eyes
“'and 8 most charming smilew~> I aSked him.what he ha& been.saying
tha day before but he lcoked qnite blank.

‘a glass of tea; , We evén 8poke to cach others, -

I even began to feel

unsure<that it had happened.~_.§hs smnlight péured thraugh.the

windows. It was one. of those extraordinary mnrnings againf

r .

‘When the postry we were reading seemed to touch everything lightlya i

The girls were 8ll. cheerfulm I clowned in ‘the special literﬂhurés

The dean sped through the entrance hall as. on
every other morning, loaking he§Vy with elichesa\

elaes as before.

How lovely 4t

o wes. to. be inABaghdadl - ﬁow delightful peoplemwere' .
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