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;', . THE\ "· <~';~ ', 

~'TALKING 
' DOGS 

po 
, "'.'. . . : W . h' !·<~·;~·~£.-~;:;:;:~ ··;~ . e r.~;;::'d. ea t ,,",;:;:~~~f.';·'~; 

. •. ~;~.", : -' ,";i ' ":' 
'&are: .:~~~;"~ 'asked rdooal'llllaltlion W.;·' decided 

rl:ltli~l~~1i'.~~ . • n~~~~do;(_ ... mean 1t~ .a:sk.-~1ke. '" ... . ~ -aarrei ..... l1 
... . . ~.·~·aeaJtIhI'l" '~'·· A!r·~. . 'l~e you eV'el" died?" 

'.E)lri.; ZAR'l]E .' she:: be®anl f])oro'vby !&Slked boer. YiES~' 

m··':'· .. ·~·· ~<~ . . ;,.~ ....... : W.orrd · '.iHlOW long ~! ; Do'~'-' YOU 
&h't"t ~ ' " ,e ;~· v~ .:'r· ten'Se kWw?U YlES ':--':" 

'. " ~ .. ::~~ ~ head . [She- tlheDI 't~ 0 (tte 
doiwh~";'m . cOOoc~ation.'- . it3!ppi1l!g foc tbi~ &tlhti-s 'could 
'l'heQ. ", ~ .. ;~~/ wp-<i- ;i; 'aI~ mean .'bwOt) fdtlQlWed . 
~~ ....... :. ·J-IL .· 1:~ }b~ liAIRlE ~cll was. ~lea.r1y ; .be 

. ._'.. . . 'f.}:,~yon JJleanif~.,· . ~ byf'- h..- .pth()~ rendenllJ& of ~ w 
"tIO<l,, ~. tflhois[..wo,rd?U ''YiFSf ilf ' < ~. ..' Jcihre.. (yearrs). ~.<:.,. ·tberM~ 

, " _ " ,_ ~~. ~. came NJ&:BE[, MiI'r-.:/., ~.'~ you mean 'trWo yeatrs : a·.·.. sk.~. ~_ .• _, .. lher.; .. .. "'.~!~.'.< . ' 'Y'. on .. ~., ..... :~. ~ .. ' ". IE:I£E .. ;R. N. IS C Ill. E .:K ......•... C H 'J! .. ~ .... ~. somet!hiDttJ1. ~ "YiES., I •. '.~ .. ',; ~. ~~~1.Or ~(IPU '-- ~iAllOO';.:. '&e .~.~ sen.; .. I~~:' Halve . Y01lf died .; 0 • .. : 'w.aPyCftir ... ~ 
I -1 *'~'CII1It. fo-t,~~c:~~. f:o.t~ant::7;a~.~f"' 111 Y!ES •. .:~,.;<~, . .;} . ' J,A; 
". ~· t~:~~ . do; ~~~ ~ ~ tNebel mrt' et~nrisc:. ',~~ ~'C~ _ ~li ' ~ 1 ~r~ th 

;:;~.:.,., ben. eoh.rten Soblieiln,"'(a soit iIiI~t deaItb?" YiFS{.;/>'.:'-' . 
five ·times. miSlt 'With eDe'rnaJ genuine '''Or aroou1 Go-d?" YES. 

~' :CL.~. \ c . .~ ~~ !~#~h~; ~;~~~ ' on ;;):. ~e ~Ill tttapped m ElI!.Ti .. 
·~~?4~"' :;.· .. ...J'my"'pad' ':and<""She . went Oln ~, _ . , 0: 

~=~d i~y~tier d~:~ ) ~OMORROW • 
·almostClosetI, we-~d. at. ·,· ~ r. . .. " . ' :. . . .,, ; .• "., 
. . '()JbMr~ 'OOt spines ting- I .~ f 

H{~< ~h.~.~ni~~ntt~ · '.' ~;f R'OWDON 
~~""!..Qbe>: eY~'·~'..we ;.: taMred.. :;t i" . 

(the seGB'cii 
sadly) rx,:-. 
iElke wcrr~ , ­
sick F. tke !If!>'" 

'·How is: 
three) Ui 

. ~th ree sez.· 
~. uDo- YJ!£! 

yeaTS?" ~ : 
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the radio off' 
I 
I 

said Belam 
.! 
i 

• •• • 'It's' ·too loud'! 
lAVE YOU heard 
bout the dog who 
talked into a living­
oom and asked for. 
he radio to be turned 
ff because it was too 
Dud? It's not ~ joke. 
Fra'ulein Dorothy ' 

Ieyer, who taught a 
,aluki named Belam to 
ommunicate with her, 
laims it happened 
Nrites Ron Thompson). 

She claims a lot more, 
too,: according to author 
Maurice Rowdon, who has 
written a book, "The Talk­
int Dogs" (Macmillan. 
£5.95) about the Saluklllnd 
a poodle named Elke who 
were taught to "talk" by 
Fra¥lcin Meyer by tapping 
their paws. 

Fqr example, .three taps 
witQ the right paw means 
yes. Three tapa with the leet 
paw' means no. 
Fr~ulein Meyer spent 

·hun4reds of hours teachin~ 

:.r J .~ ~ 

~ . .M 
the dogs ,an aJphabet of Meyer was a former school- lustre." They asked Belam ;/.~; 
taps. They learned to do I teacher. who had been a similar question . His 
sums and. then. to tap let·· . asked by Frau Hilde Heil- reply was "One rests in ': 
ters, words, . and. fi nally, maier. the owner of the peace.'. 1 . 

complete sentences. dogs, to set up 8 school tor Mauri~e Rowdon re ports ... 1.j1. 
If Fraulein Meyer was the animal!. that the dogs answered' .. ,. 

able to guess the sentence Frau Heilmaier was questions about God, about .':; 
after a word or two then the intenseley Interested in each other, and about th~ ; 
dogs didn't bother to finish animal intelligence and raising of puppies and their.~ 
it had read a number of books training - all fro~m~~ t •. h~o;...,...;.t~~. 

Ma u rice Rowd on went. _t~ot_~:abb;;;o~iult:~a;n~l~m~a~btr.wlh~iiiClfih~,r.~:;= oi., ne.w r Berchtesgaden, on~ e 
notorious as . Ie 1Iloua· 
bin hide-o ' tp f~ 
lein Meye dOls. . \p. th Elke. 

He fou Fraulel , ' an eager and apt pupil. Les-
:;on5 started when she was 
hardly 8 year old. She ,;.~ t~ 
wasn't too keen at first They also joined in family 

But. g~r~a~d~Ugahl~l~.~sih~ei. .. l.i.fe.·""""""""1I1I1I1 learned the al . . 
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MONDAY; ~EPTEMBER 4, 1978 EVEN ING NEWS 1'7 

STARTING TODAY ... The extraordinary' story th,at-' ra,lses the questi'on (:Are dogs :more human than we ever imagined? 

• Can dogs communicate with human beings as 
equals? i Are they ' much cleverer than we, 
thought '? Do they really understand', what we 
are saying? These <*rethe questions raised in a 

', remarkabl,e new bo~k, THE TALKiNG DOG$, 
, serialis'ed in the Evening News this week. 

We present the ,evidence a~thor Mauric,e 
Rowdon discovered when , he : werit, to Germal)Y to 
see the experiments, of a'nimal teacher D~rothy 
Meyer who claimed s'he had taught a poodle and 
a saluki to "talk," by" use of a complicated 
routine of paw taps, like a doggy Morse code. 

, Rowdon arrived as a sceptic, ' and left, weeks 
, later, convinced dogs had, and can express, the 

whole ,gamut' o,f human ' ~motions. , 
. • \ Wehav~ ',placed all the auth,or's 'ev!iJencejn the 
: hands ' o'f Stanley Dangerfield, one of the world's , 

' leadi~geXperts', on dogs. His verdict on Tt'!e , 
Talking Dogs will appear later this week. What 
' he has to ' say will surprise you. 

I, 

:. There's a ch,ance for you to, have, your s~y, too. 
Already we have heard from one read,er ,who saw 
a , Labrador able to play dominoes-using paw ' 
ta'pping' to ,indicate which piece to play. ,Write 

,and' teli us what you think about talking: dogs. , 
. : An~ your dog can jO,i~ in! too, to win a ' year's 
supply of 'dog food ! See ,', below. 

WHEN I first met ' 
Elke II, the Stand­
ard poodle bitch, 
'and Belam, the 
Saluki male,' on a 
hot S,e p t e 'nib e r 
afternoon at 'Salz­
burg airport, ' the y ,' 
were sitting waiting 
for me with their 
teacher. 

"' " J 

scratch-with ,Only printed 
records of previoU{s ,animal 
tappings, from- 50 01' so 
years before, to g,o on. 

For weeks she had 
worked, in the dark, d(lUbt-

, Inghe:r "capacities as , an 
animal 'teacher and all the 
less prepated tor the shock 
,of discovery when it came. 
I' Like me, she had' been 
r,(;ady enough to ', accept 
animal ' intellig.ence as an 
idea. But not to accept 
the 'reaiity of 'animals as 

, equal beings. ' 

" ~hey have been; taught a kind': 
of doggy Morse cod~ by which . 
they tap out their thoughts ., 
and ,feeling's: 
'i'" , 

. ~. , .... 

, Elke's white fur w.as 
dazzling in the remark­
ably clear, mountain~ 
refl.ected sunlight. Her 
eyes were round and 
black and vivaciously 
attentive 

7'he discovery that In 
many respects animals 
l),av,e 8; moral , ,lnt-egrity, 
truthfulness and compas~ 
sion superior to our own 
was an even greater shock. 

Dorothy Meyer, above, teacher 01 the talking dogs: interprets as Belam, the saluki, tap~ Quta message. in h~palm with his paw. Poodle Elke 11. right, welcomed 'author Bowdon in the same way. 
• .' I • ' • ..:::. • J;( ' . 

At her side, Belam, 
taller and bonier. seemed 
the shyer of the two with 
hts, long . sensitiv,e nose, 
gf\zelle eyes and deliciously: 
l:\traggling fur. 

, ,Hideout: 

That evening in Berch­
tesgaden I met Frau Heil­
maier, owner of the dogs 
and founder of the "dog 
schooL" For some years 
she had been a breeder of 
dogs which she frequently 

, raced at the local 
stadiums. 

She had a fiat on the 
ground fioor of the · same 
block as Dorothy, whom 
she employed. Frau Heil-

,They had heard a' lot maier als,a had a ' cottage 
about , me. I'd be~n asked some metres away, where 
to write a book about , the dogs 'often lived. . 
them and help make their ' We settled down to 
Intelligence known to the coffee and cake and cream, 
world. in armchairs round a 

It was a hot, exhilarat- table, and the dogs began , 
ing day and we were about tapping their first "greet-
to drive across the Aust- Ings" messages for me. 
rian border to Berchtes- Each letter of the alpha-

Sch = 22 taps. Then she 
held out her hand for the 
dogs to tap into. 

Elkels ,message for me 
was firm ' and unhesitat­
ing. 

First came nine,' ten and 
three taps which, 1 found 
ali consultfng the alpha­
bet list, made DER. Then 
20 and three, for ZR. This 
was foliowed by 13, ' 20, 16, 
for 1Z8. ,And lastly ' five, 
13, seyen, for LIB. 

Put . together the , sen­
tence ran DER ISZ ZR 
LIB. 

gaden, one of the most bet was represented by a 
,pleasant of Bav~ria's certain number "of paw Dorothy's method, was 
mediaeval resort towns, taps. First , I>Qro'thy , ,to, ,enquJre, after ea,ch word 

, once notorious as Hitl.er's handed me the tapping whether , the dog ,meant ' 
, niountain hideout. code with ,' the ~etters of what she thought. The dog 

' 'What I witnessed ill the the German alphabet and then tapped YES or NO. 
next few days was tatheir tappil),g eiHlivalents. ' ' If the : answer was, NO, 
change mY ,lite-as it had" , For exampl,e: E=10 taps, Dorothy . asked tor the 

word to be tapped again. viction-rather ~: as child-
It was generally clear ren, bubbling over , with 

when a word had been something to say and too 
completed because the dog excited to cQmpose it' pro~ 
would make some move- -perly, supply with their ' 
ment of relief or excite- eyes, and "expre'sslons wl1at 
ment, or pause for longer their ' words are shQrt of. 
than usual. A bare account capnot 

After reminding me that convey the impr~ssion both 
dogs g.1ve .of desperately 

the dags/spelt phonetically ., w-antltig , to communicate 
on the whole, Dorothy . with human beings. ' They 
ask-ed Elke: "Do you mean teU their ' teac'her they 
Der 1st sehr lieb?" (He is h'ave, something to say, by 
veVE~,ice~ame back the turning to her in a certain 
answer (three taps of th~ way or by an excited look 
right paw). ". ' In the eye. 

Looking back on my re­
cords of that first encoun­
ter, I realise that, once 
written out on the printed 
page · In their phonetic 
form, the tappings aren't 
nearly as clear 'and' under­
standable as 1 remember ' 
them to have been at the 
time. 

It was the dogs them­
selves that carried con- , 

Pause 
She then coaxes them 

into the' :tappingposit1on 
at ,iller side or immediately 

, in front' of her. 
They sit .in such a way 

that they can place a' paw 
into her outstretched ~and 
'wi tho u t 'overbalanCing. 

Then begins the slow effort 
of concentrating on the 
word to be tapped. 

Sometimes there a.re 
long pauses between on6 

' letter and, ,another, "while 
, the dog seems to lose 
,', track of what he or she 

wants to · ,~ay. He gazes 
round, even nods asleep. 
The thl'ead seems to be 
lost. " .', 

But ' hoy;~ver , long tQe 
pause, he alw,ays , returns . 
to the supject, unless' he's 
too tired to ,go oil. " 

' I realise,d that ,the dogs 
tapped . ;tHeir l thoughts , 
with great care. I'd some­
how imagined that their 
messages were constructed 
out of a jJ,1mble . of letters, 
but this 'wasn't the case, 
(although, :it ~ook ' more 
than one ' evening with 
them to ,cOnvince me). 
", They alyvays ~een1ed, to 
'know what: they .wanted 
to 'say, though ' technical 

difficulties sam e tim e S 
stood in their way. 

Undoubtedly tJhe dogs ' 
tapped letters. But wasn't 
there an elerhent of over­
free . Interp~etatlon on 
Dorothy's pa~t? 

Would th~s,e tappings 
turn out to ibe mos-tly a 
jumble of ietters from 
which she chose-indeed, 
half-construc~ed ~ sen­
tenc'es ' whtch i more or less ' 
made sense? ! These were 
l1ile doubts cit that first 
evening. ! --

Precise 
They wer,en',t laid to rest 

at once. B4t ;as th>e dogs 
grew , u.se:ct ,to me and 1 
learned - to . address them 
as Dorothy di~, I bega,n; to 
find their , tapped remavks 
'were' notolllY op, · the 
whole predse and even 

terse, but strlctly In line Wh' 1 
with their different per- , . ,0 ' sa, c eve r;l~ 
sonalities. 

Also, 1 was to see much b th ' ? '.,; 
more evidence of their iIi- lOy en , ' ~;~ 
teUigence than , jUst t1\~ ~ , ' . ? 
abillty to tap. Tjlley could ',' WHETHER you go as far as auth~r Maurice 
w?rk out , ar.thmetlcal ' Rowd'o'n or not, mest people I:ta~e stories of 

. problems ~~r quicker than " the , intelligenoo and perception of dogs. ,.' 
I COUld. , :Dogs :'have a way of Interpreting' what we 

I have. never seen h,Un:'Ians want .in an unc,anny wa),.sol,Yletlmes 
human bemgs ~~lculate ' this has saved lives. I ,', ;" 

wi~h the ,naked ey~" t1?e , , Here's a chance for ,YOUr cl«:ver dog to win 
length of a book to ' withm ' you a great prize. , J 

a centimetre of its exact 'Write anti tell us-in not' lrio~e than 250 
measurement, or give a words-about your In-temgent pet. Tell us it 

, solution of a mathematical what makes you sure he Is c1e.ver and of ~l! 
problem, ,'after , flashing a instances ' which show how well ' he under- i . 

barely perceptible glance stands humans., " 
at the blackboard to take ' Se,nd us a plct~re of your pet, .too, If y~u 
it in - have one. For each letter we ,pUbliSh w~ Will , 

. pay £5. And , the best letter WinS the writer a , 
And I h,ave rarely ~~t , , Y~jlr's free supp,ly of t-lAP, the neVI!. ' soft 

human bemgs sO conSlS- . " moist dog 'f!lod made by pedigree Petfobds. ' , 
tently truthful as Elke J1 ' Letters should be sent right away and must 

anq Belam., . \ .," ; •• ' ~¥~r:in~ef8~~s~,e~~~r;:r~~ ~~w:'d~~~SG~~~~II~: ' ' 
.--_________ ~ ,_ ,House, London EC4Y 1AQ (Comp.). If ~f1 

, © 11{ a u r i c e Rawdon . ,~: appropriate S.A.E. is enclosed, we WI,II 

changed that of ' their ' 
teacher, Dorothy Meyer. 

She 'had started from TOMORROW: ELKE THE POODLE LE'ARNS ' TO COU'NT tJP . TO : 'SO 
}'978. Published by Mac- J ¥ endeavour to return photographs. The Editor s 
millan (London) ' Ltd., '~f ,~, ' decision : 'is final. ,No alternative PI',lzes. No at £5 ' 95 on September :" 1!< correspondence about the ' result. ~mployees 

, 14 ;g~. S' of Associated Newspapers Group Ltd., or 
• "", members of their familieS, are not eligible. --........ ------------------~--------------~~~---



A PLANK BHll)GE BY A POOL lJy 
Normun Thl~ lwe ll , Eyre-Methu~n, 

£5.95. 
Enchanting portrait in words and 

pictures of an Eugibh garuen and 
wild life sanctuary. Thelwcll writes 
magically of a cottage gardell, 
building pools, bridge alld boathollse 
and wal(:hing the world of nutu!'c day 
by absorbing day. 

-THE COLL>EST WINTEH IN 
PEKING by Hsia Chih-Yen. W. H. 
Allen. £5.50. ' 

First ever novel 10 detail life inside 
China today. Three mijfllcnlous d<.lYs 
in Peking-despairs, hopes, terror~, I 

deprivations of citizens in the world 's 
mOoSt fascinating llutiOIl . Chilling f. 

portraits of their pOlitical machinc-- I 
this is the way it is. t 

THE TALKING DOGS by Maurice , 
Rawdon. Mucmillan. £3.95. ~."I, 

Incredible story of experiment to f 
'. ' communicate WjtA(j.&gS, taugllt to tup 
...out whQ+~ sentences anq reveal 
~~dgc and Ul41\Jghts n~vcr before 
suspeded / f;hc-y even impart udvke lo 

-~thoir~t-ea(lhor-I was riveltcd. 

SCIENCl<.; FICTIO'N -IN '1'111:: 
MOVIES by Roy Pickard . Muller, 
£3,50. 
~U you ever need to know uboul 

stllq/t films, writers and dil'el'tors oj 
some of most imaginative movies ever 
made. Treasure house for scion 
addicts. 

SIX AGAINST THE ROCK by Clark 
Howard. Granada. £5.95 
Superb, unput-

downablc docunwntal'Y 
on incredible jail break 
from Alcatraz in 1946 of 
six dcspl'rale men who 
held off guards. police. 
coastguards and two 
companies of Marines 
for 41 hours. Also of 
relentless. unfeeling 
punishment in -th<: juil 
of jails, . 

JAK~'S TilING by 
Kingsley Amis . Hutch­
inson . £4.95. 

Pursuit of sex in the 
70's and wi.llling virility 
crea\cp with rapier wit 
and Sill'dOllic ob .'icl'va ­
tiun . 

STANLEY SHIVAS' 
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A PLANK BHll)(jE BY A POOL hy 
Norman Thl' lwcll . Eyre ·Methucn . 

£5.95. 
Enchanting pOlll a it in words and 

pictures of an Eliglish ganlcn and 
wild life sanctuary. l'hclwell writes 
m:.q,:ically ot' a cottage J,(urdell, 
building pools. hridgl~ und boathollst' 
und wutl'hing tlw world of IlLitUrt! day 
by Hbsorbing day . 

-Till:: COLDEST WINTEH IN 
PEKING by IIsia Chih-Yen , W, H. 
Allen, £5,50; 

First ever l1ovelto detllillife insidt, 
China today , Thrcc momentous days 
in Peking- despairs, hopes, terrol'~. 
deprivations of citizens in the world's 
most foscillating nuLion. Chillin~ 
portraits of their political mUl'hinc-­
this is the WUy it is , 

THE TALKING DOGS by Maurice 
Rowdon, Mucmillan. £3.95 . 

Incredible story of cxperimcnt to 
. communicate with dogs, taught to tup 
out wholt~ sentclll'CS and r( ~ vc:.d 
knowledgl' unci thoughts never bt'rlln~ 
suspcl'led. 'fhey evcn impul'l udvkc to 
their tcndwt- l WON rivl'lh~d . 

scn:Nl ' l'; FICTION INTIII': 
MOVIES u)' Hoy Pickard . Muller, 
£3 .50. 

(\11 you ever need \0 know uhout 
st~ films, writers and dircl'tors of 
some of most imaginative movies ever 
made, Treasure house for sci-fi 
addicts. 

SIX AGAINST THE ROCK by Clark 
Howard, Granada , £5,95 
Superb, unput-

v '. " 

downaulc dUcullwntal)' 
on incrcLliule jail break 
from Alratrl1Z in 1940 of 
six dl'Spl'r,llc men who 
held ofT ~uanls, police, 
eoastgua/'(.!s and two 
companies of Marincs 
for 41 hours , Also of 
relent IlISS, u nfeel i ng 
punishment in ' the jail 
of juils, 

~l 
,tJ . 
.j 

JAKE'S TIlIN(; hy 
Kin~sley Amis. Hutch­
inson. £495 . 

Pursuit of seX ill till' 

70's <.and W'lllill~ virility 
crc<.Itep with rapier wit 
<llld sardonic observa ­
tion . 

STANLEY SHIVAS 
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,WHAT are we to make 
of a claim that two 
dogs have been taught 
to 'talk' to people, 

,, ;1 ' using an alphabet of 
taps with their paws? ' 

i ,, ' And not only talk In 
constructed sentence~. but­
alsft speak English and 
Germani solve compll­
caled equations, do squaro 
roots and expound on .... 
their Own reincarnation 
and the nature of dcath~ 
'a soft dark mist with · 

, eternal gonuino lustre: 
, remarkod a Poodle poet 

called Elke! 
That many strange and 

, ... 

,.~ 

.. p':' . 
. t'"f-' ... 

.,,/, ~\. 

• . 
..... '. .. It , '-

. 
A paw nuan's: guide:to d@ggy 

wondor~ul things go on In -Bolam, a Salukl t and , same te~t occurred to sus- ~. (oh, creopy thought 1) far from naturo (inclml- old cat Smokoy would 
tho anrmal world ' I am Elke the Poodle-at their picious little me), but they 0 von innucnco 0 u r lug ollr own nature): suddenly staro alertly at 
prcJ)ared to admit-but home in Southf!rn Ge.... wouldn't buy It Which , minds '1 With our minds caro- secmingly cmpty spaces 
this? many whor~ they livo did nothing ta , dispel I In a riveting essay at fully circumscribed by in lho room (what on 

Tho claim Is seriously with tho I r teachor, douht. I the end of the book the reason, he asks, have we 0 art h is g 0 I n g on 
made In a book called Fraulein Dorothy Mcyce. Tllal the do 3 ta~' author argues that 'our blocked out other are.as of thcro 7); and the way sho 
'The Talking Dogs' (Mac- In palnstakl'1g detail answers to ql~eSllOn~ I cla,irn to superiority over consciousness, 0 t!' 0 r could sen d telepathic 
millan, £5-95), and I con- he documents the paw- seems certain (so havo ammals rests 0:1 our hav- cnorgy fields of an mvl- messages Irom hor omllty 
foss that my first thought tapping Intorvlews on ' many circus animals _ /' Ing developed th~ brain sible world still Intact In plato In tho kitchon. I 
was to chuck It at lhe ca.t many subJr.cts over many thero wu oven 'a t<lpping mor~ than any other th,e animal kingdom? would rise and OI~11 a tift 
.nd say: 'Oh, coma on, months. Each Icttor of horse' In Shakespearo'~ specIes. But Is rOuson Western mAn Is stili without knowing why, 
COhlO on I Next we'll be the alphabet Is given a day, as mentioned In j necessarily intolligent'l perhaps wailin~ to roach Sudllenly, I tell YOll, 
ashed to believe that Iittlo ' speclftc number of taps ·LOYD Labour's Lost ' ) but Is Intelligence necessarily an adequate animal level goose pimples began to 
dogs laugh (pax Frell and the dogs commun- how does one explal~ the mental 7 In spiritual and psychic rlso on my neck. I 
Bassett) and cows Jump , Icato by tappIng their tapper1 thoughts of Elko ' 'Tho western (t!hicny powers, while deceiving decided not to chuck the 
over tho moon.' thoughts Into their , and BeJam 1 19th-century) vlcw of tho himsolf that tho cultiva- book at hor arlor all. I 

But I didn't, I began ta , teacher's hand. ' ' ltwoluntary s 1811 f human organism as a tion or the brain IJUlS wcnt ovor to hor, ~troked 
read it again. Thore was A Swiss TV producer .' from tho teacher t~ ;iv;--'PhYSiCal apparatl}s gov- him far beYO!HI tho ani- her head ard said J 'Now 
somothlng creepy about , tried to persuado them lo ' the r(!Qulrcd nUmbsr of ~erned ~y the bra,", sup- mal kln~dom. thon, Smokey, are you all 
It. use a large, doggy type-- ' tap!r 1 Or could It be plied With sense messagos Psycillo powers 1 In· rIght '1 Is ther" anything 

The author, Maurlca writor Instead of their telepathy 1 Can 0 u r by the nervous system, visible worlds'1 I began I can do for you at all ? 
Rowden, visited the dogs teacher's hand (and the domestio , pots read and S90ms to hav~ taken us to think of the way our .lust sond me a message.' 

I I D;;iy Mail; Monday, ~e~~e~b .. 18, ~8' 
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, LiIIO.1 tie.a. witb £1 •• 
. an eager and a,t, pil. Les­
sons 5tarted wheD ahe was 
bardl, a ,ear old. She 
wasn't too keen at first. 

But, Iradua Iy. she 
learned the alphabet and 
began doing Jurn! with a 
smoothncis which 
astonished Fraulein Meyer. 

Belam joined the class as 
an interested oblerver. but 
wa. loon into taking 
lessons. 

Maurice Rowdon's 
account of the dOl" train­
ing makes fa~cinating and 
instructive reading for eny­
one tempted to "talk" to 
their o,,'n dogs. Even more 
interesting, however. are 
the reports of the dogs' con­
verlation •• logged by 

The 
life. 

One morning Belam 
'- walked into Fraulein ." 

Meyer's livlngroom where '; ''': l 
the radio Wi! blaring end.: 
tapped "Ouch ear.'" '1~ 

Fraulein Meyer asked: ' ,; I 
ells the music too loud?" . 04: 1 

Belam tapped: ·'Yea." ::.:, 
"Shan I turn it 0111" 
"Yes,'" replied Belam. 

••• 
Dorothy Meyer. One day. Fraulein Meyer 

He. himself. was present had three puppies with her 
when Elke was asked about at a Dew school and Belaro 
death and. to the their was there, a star pupil who 
astonishment, knew what it looked at the class with a 
meant Their spines tingled bene\'olent superiority. 
even more when Elke tap. 
p'e~ out that death ~as The little one! dabbed at 

MIst with eternal genuine the air with their 50ft . 

&9+Ji&6 J .. • s:u'sa....,. • • 'l clumsy paw!, sometimes 
\ toppling over from the tap. . 
\ ping pOSition they bad been · 

taught to adopt Fraulein 
, Meyer wa! having trouble 

with one called Abdul. who 
ref~5~d to sit in the tappin,' . ~', . 
pOSItIon. . .,' , J(; 

-, 
She asked Belam how Sb~" 'i 

could help Abdul. . >: 

Belam answered: "Ten­
derly f1uid~." 
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story of' "talking dogs . . . the experts have; tb,.eir , say \ , 

WHEN I first ' went to 
see the talking dogs of 
Berchtesg.aden I ex­
pected to find two clever 
animals trained on 
circus lines. 

I ' observed them and 
their teacher Dorothy ' 

. Meyer very Closely. I was 
determined not to be 
fooled. 

Gradually I realised that 
they were tapping. out real 
sentences that were, as far 
as I could tell, of their own 
invention. _--. 

What convhiced me tlia;t; 
I was in the presence of 
thinking creatures was living 
With them from day to day, 
gOing for walks and watch­
ing them tap in all sorts of 
situations in the woods, at 
tb.e zoo, in someone's home. 

When you live with a per­
son you get to know pretty 
quiokly whether there is an 
element of fake or untruth­
fulness in them. 

What I saw convinced , me 
that these dogs had hopes 
and sorrows like all of us, 
and were no less sensitive to 
the terrors and the annoy­
ances of life than we' are. 

'While with Elke and Belam 
I became convinced that the 
difference between their in­
telligence and ours was not 
so much quality as use. 

Their whole approach to 
the world was different from 
ours. 

Their ears were 
the most d 
their eyes 
with the 
glanoe 
sought out 
wind. 

And 
faster than 
prove in 
they had 
a glance 
a long 

It cannot 
just he 
telepathy 

by' MAURICE 
ROWDON 
their ages and solve mathe­
,mati cal problems, aren't. 
using their minds fully. 

They are mechanical, 
followiUg the cues of their 
trainer, in the movement of 
a hand or the whip. 

But even this is a; sign of 
intelligence. . It requires 
symbolisation, which in tUrn 
requires a nervous system, 

sensory structure and brain 
similar to our own. 

The usual argument 
against animal intelligence, is 
that the telepathic principle 
is at work. 

They said it about the 
famous stallion "clever Hans" 
in Berlin before the First 
World War, and they said 
it in Virginia, about the 
remarkabre h 0 r s e Lady 
Wonder, who died in 1957. 

But how could telepathy 
have operated when Elke or 
Belam suddenly wanted to 
"say" something in the woods 
about another animal neither 
Dorothy nor I had seen, 
and while our minds were on 
entirely different subjects? 

And what about the many 
occasions when the dogs 
,tapped an urgent MUST 
(their codeword for "I want 
to leave the room")? Were 
Dorothy and I planting this 
desire without knowing it? 

THE Talking Dogs is one 
of. the most remarkabie 
animal books e y 'e r 
written. 

Some accept it. Others 
reject it. But nobody can 
put it down unfinished. 

I, shoUld admit I am almost 
a professional doubter . 

I don't believ'cl in flying 
sa,ucers. fortune telling, rein­
carnation or unlucky black 
cats. 

And if I see Uri Geller 
bend another 50 spoons I'm 
still not going to believe he 
did It. 

A~ditionally, a lifeUm. 
spent clos'a to dogs persuades 
me that dogs are dogs and 
not four-legged humans. 

I accept that dogs com­
municate. A dog with a bone 
soon , tell-s another dog not 
to touch. 

He needs no speech for 
this. Nor does he need it with 
human beings. , 

Leave a strange d .. g with 
an unschooled human and he 
will explain when he is 
hungry or want.s e'xercise. 

Of course he can under- , 
stand some things we say 
because he connects a certain 
sound with ' a happening. 

I f I say "car" to my dogs 
It means an outing. , 

" Sit" means something to 
them. So does "dinner", "cat", 
"bone", "no", "bed" and a 
score of other things. 

They could as easily have 
been trained to understand 
Greek or, as in B'elam and 
Elke's case, Gennan. 

A theatre act I once saw 

" 

dog 
bone and 

Give a 
'a 
he'll talk! 

by 'STANLEY 
DANGERFIELD 

proves the pOint. Whatever 
the performer said,his dog 
did the OPPOSite. 

I f he said sit the dog stood. 
If he said quiet the dog 
barked and so on. 

He had merely taught the 
dog to beg when he said sleep. 
Jump on the table when he 
said down. 

Any word a dog knows can 
be used to trigger off the ex· 
pected reaction. 

Even so. nearly all dog 
owners believe their own dogs 
understand speech. 

Of course, he understands 
"good dog') becaus'e you make 
,it sound caressing. 

And what you called him 
when he offends sounds like 
a whiplash. 

But logic cuts no ice when 
we talk about our own dog. 

Which fact alone meaQs 
that for every person wh() 
questions the facts behind 
The Talking Dogs there are 
ten who adore this remark" 
able story. 

J fin ish with a true bu tun­
characteristic story. 

I once flew out of a South 
American country as revo" 
lutio,n broke out. 

I t was frightening 'but as 
we took off a thought 
app,e'ared in my brain. "My 
dog is dead," 

TELL US ABOUT YOUR CLEVER DOG 
Two days later I found out 

that my favourite dog had 
indeed passed away without 
warning at that time soma 
6,000 miles away. READERS are rushino in their hundreds to tell us how 

clever THEIR dogs are. It you think your dog is 
intelligent, write and tell Us what makes yOU so sure. 
And send us a picture ot him if you have one. For each 
letter we publish we will pay £ 5, and the best letter 
wins a year's supply of Hap, the new dog food made by 
Pedigree Pettoods. Write NOW-not more than 250 

. ' ~ 

words-to" Talk,ing Dogs," Evening News, New Carmelite 
House, London EC4Y lAQ (Comv.). Letters must arrive 
by Monday. IncZude an SAE and we will endeavour to 
return photographs. The Editor's decision is final. lIIO 
alternative prizes, no correspondence. Employees of 
Associated Newspapers Group Ltd. and mem'bers of their 
families are not eligible. ' 

--------~---~~----.... -\;~ 

So here I am accepting 
. that there was some supe .... 

natural communication be" 
tween mysel f and a special 
pet yet dec I i n i ng to accept 
that living dogs can be taught 

to talk . 
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"~ 'h ' ~ ': .:, ,", ;., . ,, ~g,an lessons 

AT THE . beginning teaching ' . It' was six vfeekS before ' she 'learned 
, " 1 .' 'bI " to tap properly. She would lie on her 

Elke was a mos~ ImpOSSl e. baekand roll :her eyes ', at Dorothy, 
Her lessons started in March, 1974, ' dabbing at her with upllfted paws, All 

when she was hardly a year old. For she knew was, how to tap YES and NO. ' 
the first few se;;sions she just wanted When coun~ing exercises .bega.n, she 
to have fun offering both paws took school a Uttle more serIOusly. She 

. '.. , ' learnedtQ tap from 1 to 10 using both 
together and eIther glVmg too many " paws ', though ,~ over·excltement often 
taps or none at all. " made, her. tap more than, the. nilmber 
' asked. 

'When this ' s·tage : ~~was 
securely , pas 's e d,~ : she 

, le,arned to distli1gtiish left 
paw from right, and to 
r e ~ e l' v e the left for 
~ultiples of 10 and the 
right for units. 

She hated thIs new disc!· 
pline and for weeks staged 0. . 
mu te rebellion. She pre­
ferred to thinlt ot school :as 
playtime, a wonderful chance 
to have DOrothy alone. ' 9,11 
to herself. ' , , :. 

Dorothy began to use the . 
abacus to teach her fIrst 
addition and subtractions, 

© Maurice Rowdon 
1978. PUblished by Mac. 
m.illan (London) Ltd,; 
at £5 ' 95 on September ' 
14. . 

and then simple nlultipllea, 
tion: lx2, lx3 etc, up to 20. 

She was still unable to sit 
QUietly. for long, ' and at 
times would lose interest 
again. Nor could sille control 
her moods. The souU'Ciof run· 
ning paws would throw her 
into wild excitement and the 
lesson would have to stop. 

Thought 
In, 'May 1974 : Dorothy put 

. a cal'Jl~t- down to mark '. the 
'school area. , "ThIs is your 
, schOolroom," 'she explained 
to her, patting the carpet. , 

The tello-trolley appeared 
With the eduGational equip. 
ment: abacus. cards and pen- ' 
cils. "This Is for you. alid 
onlv for ' you.!" , , , ' . 

Elke sniffed at :It. curious 
and expectant. wagging her. 
tail. 

It was clearly time for 
Frau Heilmaler , to explain 
tl1e meaning of dog educa­
tiop ,to Elite, .So ."Mami" · 
lI\ade ' :i ., speclal visit to 
"schoOl" and sat Elke down' 
~ fran t o~ her. 

' ''Do you know there have 
been dogs who could count. 

, and ' read and wrIte, and tRll 
hllmanbeings what they 
thougbt? Would you too like 

to show , "the,· world ' :what. ' 
-anima.ls ',can think 'and have' 
f~1ings ' Jci;t ' like 'us? ,,< 

"You Inllst,.decide fOr your· 
, Self. y~)U may stop your 

leSSons right away if you 
Wis-h: ' rio ope ' lS going to , 
force you. You , may tap yes 
or no. Do you want to go on 
With the lessonS?" 

Elke' tapped YES, But 
laiter" when' D<5~othy , started 
to teach her the alphabet.' 
she taplped NO, Thougb still 
willing to ' oblige Dorothy by 
coming to lessons ... she seemed 
tired of -,tll!l whOle project. 

A hOlid!l.y · Period ' at Frau 
HeillI\ail:r'fi: .cottage followed . . 
during ' Wb-ich there 'were no 
leSSoru( at all. ' . 

Was' this all the rest she ' 
needed?" .,"0Ii her return to . 
Berchtesgaden she , ran to 
her ' place' on the carpet as 
if , no longer able to wait, 
almos-t throWing herself into 
'Dorothy's arms. 

She .. now ' learned to ' count 
up to 50, Dorothy divided the ' 
beads' on the abacus into 4 
rows .of '10; 5, 7, and 3 beads" 
each. and ' began demonstrat· 
ing simple adding and divid· 
ing' problems, She arranged 
35, beads In rows of 5 each 
and asked her how many ' 

rows there were: the answer 
came unhesitantly ~ 'I. . 

"And how much is · 7 x 5, 
that is all the b e a d II 
together?" 

Elke tapped 35 . . 
"How many beads does 

each row have?" 
She tapped 5. It seemed ' 

as easy as barking for her. 
Now came diviSion problems: 
4 divided by 2, 8 divided by 
2 and sO on. ,But how to get 
the concept Of division into 
a dog's head? 
' Frau Heilmaier ' suggested 

showing Elke 4 rows of 5 
beads each. Elke would recOg­
nise 20, easily as t,he total 
number ' of beads, Then she 
would be told: .. But you see 
this 20 ' isdivlrled into 4 
parts!" 

It worked: Elke began 
answering division ' problems 
with a smoothness that 
astonished Dorothy. Multipli­
ca tion anq division problems 
continued .. over several. days, 
with progressively bigger 
numbers as the lessons went 
on. .'\ .'~ 
It was at this IlO'int that 

Belam . .lodned ,the class, at . 
mst only as an ' observer. 
Dorothy ' tried to coax him 
int9 tJ?,e tapping position and 

lifted his xmw.s ' invitingly. ' . 
But 'salukis are much less 

effUSive ' than -POOdles, and ' 
Belam waS naturally reserved 
anyWay. 'I1he most he would ' 
do was offer her, slowly and 
elegiacally, a rear paw. his 
huge dark eyes gazinlr off 
into sOme wild landscape , 
far beyond the schoolroojll" 
his baCk turnf\l . firmly , 
wwards 'her. .. ' 

AffectiOll · 
Ofl'ering the rear paw . is a 

deeply affectionate act among 
dogs, more ' so tha.n , licking 
and ear-sniJfing, ' It . was one 
of his typical. considered 
statements. hurrying foi' no 

one, blandlY noble" anq lea.v~., 
ing Dorothy to ,ask ' herself ' 
whether he , was refusing an 
educatIon or accepting 'one. ' 

But later, on the day of 
his real lesson when he 
showed no response,' at - all, 
he suddenly began tapping 
for Frau Heiimaier "in , 'her l 

flat-four clear taps· with' the 
left paw and four 'With , the · 
right. Had he been learrung : 
after all? Had he started his. ' 
Schooling in his own un- ·'. 
hurried way? ';. ,-,' '; 

Dol'o thy f el t i the time had 
now come to teach Elke . the: ' 
alphabet, She made" t!1e ·, 
sound appropriate for each 

THE, TAPPJNG CODE 
Number of. 'Letter of 

taps ' ' alphabet 
1 =F . 
2 0 
3=R 
4=A 
5=L ': 

. -6=N' : 
'7=8 " 
, 8 ~ M 

' 9~D .'t 1-· 

lO:-E 
11=G 
12=H 

·l3 --:- I': 
14 ' K 
15 , P 
16-:-5 
17-,-T 
18 .: U­
.19=W 
20=Z 
21 :-CH 

, 22 '" SCH 
23 ±: ~o 

~ '24 '., 0 
25=:'X-

0:.', 

This ' is: the 'code Dorothy Meyer ta;igh,t"he.~ pupils. 
Belam the 'Saluki male and; .Elke n, the Standard ' 
poodle bitch -(all pictured ,lett).,' IRan~ipl!r, to ' direct ' 
que.stions '·· they " tappedo'ut , three times , With ,. their 
right paw it the' answer w'as YES and three.,-time.s with", 
the' lej~ paw if th,l! 'ansll!er was NO. . '. " ~. "';''-' 

letter. .an:d, writing ' it." down, 
el!Plaine,d " that letters made . 
itl'possihle ' for , words to: .bjl 
written as, well as ,:>poken. 

'The . alphabet Dorothy 
adopted was lar.gely , that . 
used by Rolf, the plOneer 
talking' dog, traIned by Dr. ' 
Paula Moeckel of Mannheim, ; 
Germany, ' just before _ tne ' 
First ' World ' War. ' Sh~ m ade 
a rew 'additions such as SCR', 
(22 tapsj and 00 . (2I)~ 
these being · sO common. iIi­
the ·German language as to" 
justify treating .them as let· 
ters ' in their , o~wn right. " ., 

-The ,"first Iette'rs Elite 
learned. were F (one tap!, 
o ( 2), R (3) , A (4), and L 

" 

(,\1. The ,first two words ' she 
learned , to, ,tap , were ' RA'i.F. 
(the ' name of Frau Heil· 
maier's son) and fRO (the 
phonetiC renderrng Of "froh") 
(glad) : ' 

Dorobhy pr'epared caras for 
each . letter on which its tap. 
ping. value was written in 
tl' .. ~ · top ' right·hand corner, 
and. she also wrote the · let­
ters on -the " blackboard, at 
.least , for the introductory 
l'essom;; 
I New Jet.ters .. followed and 

J)ew ;wor-<lt!"""BAL (a phonetic 
I'endering of ball), BELLEN 
~to bark). DO (a 'pet name 
for Dorothy). , Of cO)lrse, 
Dorothy explained the mean. 

DAY TWO OF , 

THE TALKING 
DOGS " 

1 __ 

,by MAUR-ICE ;ROWDON 
lng of each word carefully AND HOW yOU'" 

CAN .WIN A 
GREAT PRIZE 

.1\t this " sta~e. like Paula 
Moe<;kel with Rolf, she con­
stantly nllimed objects in the 
flat or in ' the street. Later, 
when the dogs bc;lgan tapping 
ditnoult, abstnact and even 
recondite· . words, she, realis~ j F . you think your dOll" ,is 
l}ow muc!! German : they ill clever he could Win you a 
fact knew. ' " . prize 

More Jetters and- words ': ", . 
were ad'ded, Elke ha4 a stze- W rIte, and tell US-In , nClt 
able vocabulary. now and only. !11or.e .than 250 wordS-about 

i ft,v.e ,more' letters, remained t9 , your- Intelligent, pet. Tell us 
" be taught. :;" ":. "~ , ' ,,' '; what makes you' sure he /s 

When She looked, at all .. - clever. ' , " 
. the1ie new. words ap.d letters " Send lis ,.a picture 01 your 
' on , tlle' 'lioard , at · the end of" ,pet,-too, .If yoU halle one. F9r 
i the' day, :DorothY.relt:fo~ the: _ " each 'letter we publish we .wit' 
;nrst :time, ,a sense, ot l'eal ... pay, £5. A'nd Ute best letter~ 
achieVement. 'j;';. ",< wins. the write, a year's free. 

! What an ,exhausbing,' jour- ., supply Of HA~, the new SQft 
riey. i1> ~ad been SQ. f!l-*: 'wl'!at , mOi,st dog food made by Pe~r-, 
pali1.ence: - one, .reQw.t:e~!· A , "._ gl'ee: ,Petroods. ' '" 
clasSroom Of '30 or 40 cnildren Letters shOUld be sent right 
seemed nothing .. C9IDpared . , away and must arrive, before .. 
with 1t. . "; . .., " September 11. Address them 

For weeks, lndeed ~r0l!l .' the . to" Talking' DogS,'" EvenJng 
first lesson, ·she h~d,. J>et;n "News" New Carmelite House 
hll.Uliteq by th,e doubt th!l( ' lond~n EC4Y lAQ (Comp), If'/ 
nothll12' would come of 1, an appropriate S.A.E. is ,~ , 

. Now ~he , ~uddenlY saw ,ahead . . closed we' . will endeavr' to , 
t9 the tune ' w~en the d!Jgs return photograJ>~; The 
would , be, tappmg not .lust .. . Editor's dec/slon (S fmal. No 
names and baby·phrases, ~ut . I es. No corre-
messages .. that would sUl'pl'lse alternatIve pr l t the result. 
'the 'vorld. ' ~onfeneC:s ab~~ Associated ', 
• TOMORROW: .. . N':;s~~pers Group Ltd.! or 
Belam' the SaLuki tells ~, members of their famllils, 
a story. ' are not eligible. 
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:·lifi:.·title·ofthis boOk should be 
'self-e~planatory except.. ll)at 
anyone seeing it must automa· 
tically su ppose that the dogs 

. used words like a talking parrot. 
That is not so. 

The . principal chara~ters are 
Dorothy Meyer. of Berchtes- ' 
gaden. in Bavaria. and her two 
dogs. Elke. a poodle. and . 
Belam. a saluki. Dorothy. 
apparently. had spent a year or 

. two teaching the dogs a -sort of 
i Morse code. tDe dogs t~ping' 

with a paw on heF h~od to spell ~ 
out letters and numbers. 

Thus. there were four taps for 
A; 25 for X and other letters pro 
rata. "No" was three taps with 
the left paw~ "Yes" three ' taps 
with the right paw (shades of 

... pble-turning!). One sentence. 
used by the dogs. consisting of 
three words. required 259 taps 
and would have required. on 
my estimate, at least three 
mi!1~~s to transmit correctly. 

\i", "l!'':r;~!:~,;'~ , ~ . ,"~ 

~ : ',>. .. ~ t>.<..t-\ \ ...... '" r-l ''''f-1'~~ 
• ; .:: ... --:,~,~ ~.,'':'- -. J'- '.';£': __ ~.'.~. 

~~:,,:~~.;~. ~")<- ". .. ot ';~<.'" :. S) " , It;.Narthburgh . ~ \i~~ 
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to ' the 
, ~. -~~ ~~ '~~~,,~' ~ ,~;, __ r_,,~~~'~'~3 ' .. l ., ~(,I.~ . t . ~ . • . ~:~ ~ ~~;~~ anIma s >- ' ,.:,;'~ ~lj 

, . - -':," '1!~i' 
The ftrStdrawbadc. IS that aU ! . ,~.,: ;",~, 

-r,,:__ . the questionsy.-et.:e. MttJ~alty.: -~ 'f}'>~~ 
... put in German. so- each is :; . , 

THE,JALKING DOG~by ~M~u~rice Ro~~?n (Ma,c{T-1l"an. ~S..~5) • . 

-, Maurice ROWd~~he.auth()r. ­
spent several mo II:> stud.Ying .. ' 
the lengthy transc pts Dorothy ' 
Meyer had made f conversa­
tions with ' her ' d s. IiEk alSO. ':' 
studied the previo accounts of 
the hundred or more so.called 
talking dogs and'~ horses that. 
have been reported. including. , 

. inevitably, Cleve~ Hans, the 
horse that coulcJ. ,~nswer : que- . 
stions. eve,n do ~~pte arithllie­
tic'. by tapping oM the answer ~ 
with his hoof. ; 

Clever Hans w s subject to 
, scrutiny by scien It s who C<\me ' 
to the conclusioll at the horse ' 
was ' being .gui - d, ' uncons­
ciously, by its ow cr. thus, in 
reply to a q uestf n ,the horse 
would start pawing the ground 
and would stop: "J the correct 
number guided oy,a flick of the 
eyelid. a slight m~ement of the ' 
hand or the f~geral air or 

_v.:., 

ex'pectaney ~ of -'i~ ' owner in 
knowing when to stop. 

• Rowdon dismisses" this 
expla.nation.: as , non,sense ,an.~ ~ 
endeavours 010 ' r~instate Clever ' 
Hans and other talking animals · 
that have received the brunt of _ 
scientific scepticisms. . 

The teXt ef tfte present book 
is largely .ctfhcemed with quo--. 
tations of:"i:onversations bel­
ween Dorothy and her dogs. to 
which Rawdon adds his own 
comments and moralisings. 
Some of these one can but agree 
wi~"'" . 
.. There ~n be no' doubt~ for · 
example. that a ' dog that has 
lived closely with human beings 
for many years must have 
acquired a considerable voca­
bulary for wo."ds understood 
even if it cannot say them. One' 
can accept, also. that dogs and 

hOTSes are relatively inf.elJi'gent, acc?mpanied- by alTanslation .. '_ 
some being more intelligent ', which ten~s to ~nf~ aJ1y , 
than others, ana aU capable of. -Ji reader not a~~mphshed In that 
greater understanding than we. : ' language. This IS made ~orse bY, 
nOtinally credit them ~ith. , ". the fac~ thatthe dogs mlsspt;Uo~ f >.' 

: .,.. abbreVIate most words. sa there 
It 'r0~ld be-hard to quarrel had to be further interrogation). • - . .. 

with his co~tention. also, that if of them to find oot what t&ej __ 
.the human race were less did mean to say. Dorothy, and ' 
co,nceiledand had a greater Rowdon, put this misspelling 
sympathy tOr animals the world down to the dogs having used 
would be aibeuer place in which _ phonetics. What is certain is ' 
to live. ~ . . that it imparts to the b90~ a~- .'.-

The ma~ theme of the book measure of tedium. " -
~~ 

is. howev er. that a few dogs. at It was. however. when I read -' 
least. ha\-c been taught a code. a that the dogs were able not only , _ 
sort of complicated alphabet. by to calculate without: hesitatio~ , J ::: ...•• :~ 
the use af- which they can the square root of a four-figure _' ~:';;:~-::'({ 
communIcate sensibly and number as well as to answer . 
detiberattly with human questions about God. death and 
being.:., C pon this the book the life hereafter that even my 
must stand or fall. according to jwillingness to keep an open 
wheth~r ( ~~ reader finds the mind came under severe strain;. :;,~",_ , 
evidence presented acceptable 
or unacceptable. . Maurice Burton 
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'""HA Vile Y.OU heard about the dog who walked into a 
livmg room "and aalted for the r~dio to ~ turned off 
because it was too loud? It s not ~ Joke . . _ .. " 

Fraulein Dorothy Meyer, . I , 

who taught a saluki named 
Belam to communicate with 

. her, claims it happened. . 
She claims a lot more, too, 

according to author Maurice 
fl,owdon, who has written 
about the class of dogs she 
taught to II talk" by 
Fraulein Meyer by tapping 
their paws. 

For example: Three taps 
, with the' right paw means 

yes. Three taps with the left 
paw means DO. _, _ _ 

Fraulein Meyer spend 
hundreds of hours teaching 
the dogs an a~habet of taps. 
They learned to do sums 
and, then, to tap letters, 
words, and, finally, complete 

Utle alOrPlDg, a qog •. 
Belam. walked into Fraulein 
Meyer's living room where 
the radio was blaring and 
tapped" ouch _r." 

. sentences. 
Maurice Rowdon went to 

Berchtesgaden, once 
notorious as Hitler's 
mountain hide-out, to see 
former _ schoolteacher 
Fraulein Meyer and' the 
dogs. ; ... 
• His account of the dogs' 

'. tl.'aining ' makes fascinating 
and instructive rea diM for 
anyone tempted to U ' talk " 
to their own dogl;l. _ _ , , 

Even more interestmg, . I 
however, are the reports of 
the dogs' <conversations 
lo{ged by Dor~tby Meye~. 

Fraulein Meyer p.sked: .. Is 
the music too loud?" Belam 
tapped: .. Yes." .. Shall I 
turn it oW/" .. Yes," replied 
Belam. 

One' day, Fraulein Meyer 
'had three puppies with her 
at a new school and Belam 
was there, a star pupil who 
looked the class with a 
benevolent superiority. 

Fraulein Meyer was 
having trouble with OD6 
called Abdul, who refused to 
sit in the tapping position. 

She asked Belam how she 
c.)uld help Abdul. 

Belam answered: ' " Ten-
derly, guide." R.T. 

\ 
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What she- was tord by 
~IOST pet ()~ers have ' 
... been heard to re-
mark at one time or 
another: "He under .. 
stands every word." Or­
"Look, he's telling us 
somc:hing." 

-her-~ta I kative 
pet dogs 

Every Rover and Rex. views with a standard e amp Ie x mathematical" 
Honey and Heidie have. in poodle bitch called Elke II. problems to apparent emo­
toe past. imparted some and a Sa~uki male cal leJ tiona1-' retorts from the 
meas,\ge uf great imp)rt'to Belam. ' animals ranging from . love 
their ,i.:Jl ;ng owners. It tells ~ stof,,'Oi h,)'Il throl1.ih lear to anger • . 

Canine in~lliaen.ce h3S their teacher, J'raule :Q ' f·n . Cer.,.~" 
never heen in dispute. One Dorothy Meyer, spent lt~ ••• 
has o~d:,. ~ look arou.nd <it better part at. 18 monthS The dOiS. "answer" ques-
tOe \\'{,rk:ng ' dogs in the teaching the dogs to tap Ollt tions in Germ~n. (transla. 
pol!c.'f'- (lire€, . or guide d"O~3 mt!ssages with' their \.: ,l- tions. provided) and use as 
which b(,L'O'll~ the e\···s ot paws. Not merely "ye~'~ a basic ·a.lphabet, a phonetic ' 
sight t:'58 pecp !e, ta be' sure and "no," bu.t eotnp!t·JI .ystem .. 
o! thClt. ieutenceoi. I' -,,- . - ~.-

Yet (';in a do~ C'Oll11llUlli - E .... en more impol'tlnt. tI',~ As the- 4nte~. pro-
<"ate ut our ie .... t"·t eU) he. or author sets out to l'Jistill Ires8ed~ . . 'be aut,*" dis­
she. orf~tnate tho:..l~CIt and 1u.lsh thoughts and i lde~, ~OVered a distiact cbaracter 
conyey t:13t th(JL~.:ht tu us. or!"inated by the dQ41 then .' ~ both animals, with aa 

... 

In tervl-ews $elves, rathe-r than answe:'. ;t:he traita-.nd kllOl)"DC·rac-ies 
t,() set queitiont. ; fllc lIL58odat. with .human 

Mauri("t~ ROWden in hii r r au 1 e i n M~.. sat )e!ri&s.. ,'.' 
b<.ok "The TaJk:ing DOHS" t,hrougb more ~ 50 'f1' It 18 _ 8\lIgest'.ed that 
thinks tht?y ca.tl. And M has 1ellOns- well doc.:wnente ·Fido, asleep to the corner, : !}·I.~"'''!.;a ' . .r~' ' 

boWiCing p~ eert3l.nJr 
QB .• a . Jo10US·~ 

.. : ':' .. ~. 

compLied. a lormktable slab and taped - to bring the 15 capab\e of Quietly as~ 
or statb1:c, to drive hom" an!malt up flo the !Jtandard. 7 0u to make a fresh cup of 
the pv in t. ~ra1ed in the book. 1 tea, but the boOk does pose 

The- book. pubU.hed th i. With · the ~utifuJ • number ' Ofinterestinl 
mon~by Mac!vlJ.6al) Landon B.varf_1t COUJ1trylide as its Poi~ ~ut, that a dOl 
(price:-· a:3.95}, do~ument. _In,. the book deale wilt~ . -caQ. 'be trained to COIJUJlunt· :' 
iatervi~1l. -.yel .. in le r.. "c:ha~Ii" with. the dog~ t~ .': Gate in ~w.y,;W~ ~ 

.. .' t ~ .' • )' • ..,' "~:.N. . It -.ta~,i. .., 

Is Y· o·· ·ur·; pe-t cl'ev' er·? ::~~!tt:~ . 
. • :~he~ q!~io!a~~!~he~ 

Ib ve you f,,'er ('orne a<:r06S iwAa.ncetl of intelli,ent Individual' readers will 
birds or animals? Write and tell WI 11 you have. We will th~mselves 9ave their own 
pay -£1 for U('h let.~t pu.blisllt"11-and there will be a lnterpI'~tations of tlle, statia­
special prize for the writer of lIthe letter the Editor Has and comments made In 
('onsidt'TS the bnt. the book. As foo' me, when 

Lettt"ll'l!l idelLll, ~ould not be more than 200 wOIrds. my own ~og taps on ' the 
l-:n\'f.·]o~ shnulrl lM' addrttJSed ,w the EdItor, Evenillg door I know exactly wh_t 
Srntinel. NotlhdHfe Houat, lJanJey, StoOke -on·Trent. aho means. 
STI 5HA, and marked Cltvu Al1imall. r.M. 

II 

to' theafllma s ··_ .. ·?i;~~~~ 
, ' ,< • • 0';', >,~:;d, ': ~~;",, -2w!~~" ."..,.." ... ,,,.t<> , :THE title of this book ..,hould be 

'sclf-e'planatory e)leept thal 
In\one sel!ine it mu~l automa· 
lically suppo~ that the dogs 
u~d words like a talking parrot. 
thaI i~ nOl so. 

The principal ~ha(acters are 
Dorothy Meyer. of 8erchte~· 
gaden, in Bilvaria. and her two 
Jog~, Elke. a poodle. and 
Belam. J ~aJuki. Dorothy. 
JPparently. had spell! J year or 
(WO lcaching the dugs a ~rt of 
Morse code, tbe dog.'> tiij'ping 

! with a paw on lIer h~(lJ 10 -"pel}: 
uut /etters and numbers. 

ALKING D.OGS br ,M~urlce Row~?n .(Ma.crJI~U~O; ~·~~?~:~~;!~\\j:~~[:f .. ~; lhC ,'iuesGtioo5 "!Y~~ n.;·Ult~~~l:r.::!:~~:~ 
. J' • . \ . . . . ... -' ' .. ;-,'1 .:";> f:~; 'puc Ill. orman ... 

Maurice: Rowd V--'1eauthor. - eXpeCtanCy 'of 'itS ' owner. m hoises are refauvel{mteUfgerii;';; ~paniect--bY.·1ril~lra.~I\f ;(''' ';~: 
spent several mo II:. studying , knowing when to stop .. " som~ bcJ,ng m«e :· inteUig~~. , whlcb . 10; conl\lSC 
the lengthy transc rl~ Dorothy • Rowdon di!imisses'l' this than ·othc;rs. and aJfcapabfel' . ~,readct~l . '. 
Meyer had mad~ )1' conver!ia- ye .. a. t.cr .. ' undo e~ta~ . • g than . ".·.:t language..This. . JS~ ... - ............. , ••• 
hons with her d s. If' a~ ' explin'!'Uoo, as . no~nse. · .. ~~ n~Hv (;rcdit tk'~ with. :. ::' ' .• the fact tha~ the miS. st' JCJ(, '~~1 

endeavoul'$ '&O~jnstate Clever ' '"",~,"~, .. , .. ~.. ... ,. ,.:;I, .. . ~ .,. . : .• 1.." ., • .. abb .... vl·afe ""'. ~'" studied the previo . a\:counts or H . d " . .~ ... ~:n 
a,ns an other talking animals ~) ~14be- baret to quartet) had to be funher jDtAtm;I.lioJt?{":!~~ 

the hundred or mfrc so-called mal bave received tlK;blUQlot . with. ',his . .. co.,. nlion.also. lha&if1," :: of thAm to.lilnd .......... ' talking dogs an4-, horses tha,t. . :1': '. , ' ~ uu 
)clentltlC; sceptlClSms. . • tho c h. um:tft.. race were '1. esS,' did mean to .. say. " .. ..:..:.. ";' . . th1i, · .. '. have been reporti" , induding. . . . . . T UVI"U J 

inevitably. Cleve, Hans. the The text of the prescnt book ~~. &ted tn.d . . ~ad " a greatet',' Rowdon, pUt . this'. ·Pti~. p~Oing/ .. ,:,< ... 
hoc:!>c that could . . nswer que- is largelyctfh~emed wilA,q.uo-.. sympathy $)I' arumals tJ:lc wo~cf_ , down to the ·dogs. ~vm& uscit. ',' . . 
stions. even do ~~ple arithme- lations of.~~onversal.ions. bel- wo~}d .~:e.~ a~l.ler pla~c; In Whl~~. ,.A;. phon~l~ What. j$" ~.'. ' : .. fa. ..... :; . .-~.';' 
liC. by tapping 0" the tlnswer ~ ween Dorothy and her dogs. to to live. .. 1,. ).' .• . . . ':1'. that It Imparts 10. CIte· bQO~ a,;~~·.,i . 

" • 

Thus. there .... efe tour lap~ for 
A, 25 for X and olher leiter .. pro 
f:tta. "No" was three taps with 
lhe left paw. "Ye~" three taps 

with his hoof. . , which Rowdon adds his own :ThcmaJiJthemeorthebook: ' measureoflcdium;:·-.;",::. ' :~';r:;?l-,. ',' 
Clever Hans w ) :!>ubject to commenlS and moralisings. is. howe"c:,. that a few dogs. at It wa~ however. when" read" ., 

scrutiny by 'Jelen . I) who C4me . Some ofth~ Qnc can but agree least. have ~~en taught a cod~. a that the do$' were aJ;»lc noL9nlr>,: _ .':., " r. ,,~. 

. '" ilh thl.: ncht pa1.l. bhaJc:~ of 

I 
... rlbk-lurning!) One ,cn1t:nce. 

. ll~c:d b~ the J()~,. cl>lhi'ling of 
I (hree w\)rd~. required 25Y taps 

lUld would have reyuircd . on 
my cSlirn • .l!e . at lea~1 lhre~ 

, lIl;nUII.::' Iv Ir..tr"nlll \:vrrCdl j .. 

to the conclusion at the bone ' with. . - , .,. 'I" . .. : sonofco"",hcated alphabet.by 10 calculate witbout. bcsitatiott ..... ·- ~,:·Ir,:t'li 
was being .gui d. ' uncons- .. There can ~. no doubt. for,;" tJ;!; use"; which. they can · the square l'OQl o;afour.figl.irt h, ... ;"~;'~t:I 
ciously, by its ow cr. Thus. in example. mara dog that has ' comm~nlCate sensibly and number as welt as. to answer-
reply to a que5C nthe horse livedcloselywithhumanbeings dcliberalfly with human que~tionsaboutGod.deallund.· ·· 
woulJ :,l<.trt paw~. n~ the ground for many years mU!i1 have be(n&, Cpon this the book the life here.fter that even my 
and would ~IOp ~ th~ correcl acquired a considerable \oca· musl stan40r faU. according to Iwillingness to keep art Opell ' .. , . 
number guided by,a llick of the bulary for wo·d,s understood w~etl;ler l~(j reader tjods the mind came under ~e.r.e S:Ilaio,- .:-- :" y 

e)clid. a slight moVement o(the even if it cannol say them. One' evidence ~r~sented acceptable , ... . .. . . 
hand or the ll!feral air of can accept. also. (hat dogs and or unacce.£lable. . " Maunce Burton . 

~ . j,--.~ .. ... - . .,-.-. , ... - .-.-- -- '., .... ; .•. ::: . ~. 

'-
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(.\L1l'- Sl)Ut!J~'1ll Cerrn;II1\' :111,! 

In II lk' I.'II.~ I Ill' ' , tl 11 ' \ ' 

, I Uk\." .j p"l),I/ l , hll .. : li , 
,Illd Bt'LIII I , ,I :,; illd,1 III ,Ill', 

who ,' ,l IT\' (Ill ('O i l\ ' t'l' 'i, I­

I i1 1l1 ., willi hlllll:tll S hy 
I; I P P j : l ,l: v I I . It- II h ", ' . i ~ !" "; 
1IIIll il l :1 1' 11 111, h. 

\\ 11.1 [ 1/] \.'\' II~I\'''' "s ;-li~j" I,) 
lilc,:ir t ... ·;;l·ller and otha 
htlllUll S ,luring rhe LI"! 
li\\., y .. 'J !',., . 

l lld,'L'd, (il L' 1II1h 

Yl '> , II -, I lUlld .., ,1.111, 
1>\ 11 ,\ II fl' 1\ \ dl II) t; l' l' S 

t fOil hI ... , d hOil{ til i-; bllllk 

h IJ,;II III\.' lid.!iJ is :, 11 

Ilh' licuh l lh [hal i f' s III 

I. Llll!J.l~.r of hL' I..'Orll ill ;: 

1/1 (, ) l hl' 1 11 1 11\1 ~ 1 dl,'(di ls 
,:il( )U I 

d (; .~ ~ ) 

IN.l)'ing at ri/l)I.' 'i . 

or C\) UI'Sl' , J\e ~ " \" fI Ilk 
IIIL' ."': I\\() \\'urld F;UllUUS T ,i lkill,\: 
Il.li l ll"! III I I I l1' .'0 l' ar Kl..'lvin Hili ;tlhl 

III ( II h l' r t' j r l' II S ~ ..; _ J ! 

\,'('!LIII h ,j nd d oL'S II[ h,'r 
Iril.'k'i ; I nd Ilt<..' l!Jt',)I'\ ' i 'i 
tll,ll ('h(' 11';lill('1" is l!i\il1:-; 
it c(';uin si~ns to shl>l\ 
i I \\ ]1<..'11 II ) .'i f (}I l LI pp iIl:_", 
But Illis ;IL' C\)UIl! ,d \ \ h , ll 

Llk~ ;Ul,l 13('1.1111 dh>-U .-,.; 

is \l'ry dirk-rell{ lil' /I.','d, 

rlh'r<..' .lIl' iJh!.lil\..'l' '' , 

((1/ ' \..''\;11111'11..', d( ,-. II" I! thi..' 
dl)~" !J;t\v Ll ke' :t tlli.' 
illili,lIi\ ' l' ~ll1d !~LJ t ll t.' \\' 

idl.',!\ l(l Ilh' [uin,' rs , 

"_~ 

.,. 
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I'VE trained 3 few Onlv now 1 realise that 
cats in my time. There We mi"ght have communi­
was Pushkin-to whom cated by tl.lpping. Since 

I I needed only to show the e<lrly . years of this 
' my walking· stick to ccnturv then' have been 

have him rush to the somet}ling like 102 tap-
door ready for a peregri- ping animals in various 
nation round the poli- parts of the \Vestern 
cies. \ ... ·orId - lh)rsl's. pon iC5. 

Ht> "'as so intelligent dogs, and at least two 
tha t s 0 III eli In e S r l'a ts. 
imagined that he would I take thi~ information 
suddenly say s,.)mething from a remarkable bQok, 
to ~. . "The Talking Dogs," by 

.. 

Maurice Rov.'don (Mac· 
millan, [3.95). ' 

In it he tells the stat'\' 
of Elkc, ~ poodle bitd~. 
and Belanl, a saluki malt:'. 
who carryon conversa­
tions with humans by 
tapping code m~ssagc's 
inlo tlh.'ir Innds. 

Yes, it sounds daft, 
hut Mr RO\~'don g0es 
into the l-tlmost details 
about how the-sc two 
d0gS wcrf trained In 
_._-_ ......... _._-_ .. _ . . •. _ .. _--. .... _.-.... _-----, . . I 

s()utherIl Germanv Jncl 
what (he\' have "s:liJ" to 
their t('~icher and ot her 
humans durin!4 the last 
fi\'e YC(1l's. 

Indeed, the 011 k 
trouhle ;Ihollt this ih)ok 
i::; that the ddail is so 
llldiculollS that it's ill 
dan~N of hecomin~ 
hori'ng at times. ' 

Of l'ourse, I've ~cen the 
\Vor.1d Famous Talking 
Horse at Kelvin Hall and 
in other circuses. It 
counts and does other 
tricks, and the t hearv is 
that the trJincr is gi~'ing 
it ccrtai n signs to' shm~' 
it ""hen tn stop tapping. 
But this account of \\'h;\t 
Elke and Belam clisl.:uSS 
is vL'ry different indl'l'd. 

Thl.'l'c arc instances, 
for examplC', of when the 
dogs have tak~n t 111..' 
initi;\tiv~ and put nev, 
iJe;ls to the t ra incrs. 

W¥AMD • 
Q 
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J< I' STARTING TODAY ... The extraordinary story that raises the question: Are dogs : rnore 'hum~nthan we ever imagined? 

• 
Ii 

• Can dogs communicate with human being. a. 
equall ? ' Are they ' much ~Ieverer than .WI. -
thought? Do they really understand- what wt 
are saying? These are the questions raised 1n a 

· remarkable new book, THE TALKING DOGS, 
, ' aerialised in the Evening New. this week. - ', 

We present the .evidence author Mauriel 
" Rowdon discovered when .he . went to Germa"y to ': 

I lee the experiments of animal teacher Dorot~y . . 
Meyer who claimed she had taught a poodle and 
a saluki to "talk," by use of a complicated 
routine of paw taps, like a doggy Morse code. . 

Rowdon arrived as a sceptic, and left, weeks 
· later, convinced 'dogs had, and can express, . the 

whole gamut of human emotions. 
· . , We have placed all the author's evidence in tht 
· hands of Stanley Dangerfield, one of the world's . 
leading experts on dogs. His verdict on The .' 

. Talking Dogs will appear later this week. What 
he has to say will surprise you. - , 
'. There's a chance for you to have your say, too. 
Already we have heard from one reader who law 

.. a Labrador able to play dominoes-using paw" 
tapping to indicate which piece to phiy. Write 

· and tell us what you think about talking -dogs. ' . . . 
• And your dog can join in, too, to win a .year'. 

· , supply of dog food ! See ' below. '. ~ ~,, ~ . 
," ~ . 

• _t. . : . 

I WiI'EN I first met . 
Elke II; the Stand­
ard poodle bitch, 
. and Belam, the . 
Saluki male, on a 
hot S e pte ni b e r 

, afternoon at Salz­
. burg airport, -the y . 
were sitting waiting 
for me with their 
teacher. 
. Elke's white fur WA.'J 

'by ·:->.·· -;,....-

~,, ' 

MAURICE-~·; . 

ROWDON ·: 
. scratch-with only printed 
records of previous anbnal 
tappings. trom 50 or so 
years before, to go on. . 

For weeks she had 
worked In the dark. doubt-

. Ing her capaCities as . an 
ammal teacher anll all the 
less prepared for the shock 
of discovery when-It came . 

Uke me. she had been 
ready enough to accept_ 
animal ' Inte1l1gence as an 
tdea. But not to accept 
the reaUty of an1mals as 
equal beings. 

The discovery that In 
many respects . animals 
have a moral Integrity, ' 
truthfulness and compas­
sion superior to our own Dorothy Meyer, abot~t, teacher. 01 the talking dogs, Interprets as Belam, the salukf, tap, Quta 11lUSOQe. in her palm with his paw. Poodle Elke 11, rlgllt, welcome'd author Rowdon in the same wall. 

· dazzling in the remark­
ably clear, mountain­
reflected sunUght. Her 
eyes were round and 
black and vivaciously 
attentive. 

was an even greater shock. , 
That evenln, In Berch- 8ch= 22 taps, Then she word to be tapped aealn. vlction-rather as chUd- Then begins the 'Slow elfort dlmcultles sometimes terse. but strictly In )tne Wh' I : >,' ' . ' . , ... . • 

At her sIde, Belam, 
taller and bonier. seemed 
the shyer of the two wlth 
his· long sensItlve Dose, 
lazelle eyes and deliciously 
8t~alllinl fur. 

. Hideout 

tesgaden I met Frau HeU- .. 0' sac e' ver maier. owner of the dogs held out her hand tor the n was generally clear rent bubbling over with of concentratln, on the stood tn their way. · . with their different per- . !.~ 
and founder ot, the "dog dogs to tap Into. when a word had been · somethIn, to say and too word to be tapp~d. ' Undoubtedly the dogs sonalltles: 
school." For some years Elke's messa,e tor me completed because the do, excited to compose it pro- Sometimes there . .are tapped letters. But wasn't . Also, J was to see much b th ' ? .;:;, 
she had been a breeder ot was ftrm and unhesltat- would make some move- perly. supply with their lonl pauses between om, there an element of over- more evidence of their hi- ~ oy en . _ .' .. ! . _ ' ~I'. ' . 
dogs which she frequently In mell~ ot rellet or exclte- eyes 'and expressions what letter and . another. while free Interpretation on telllgence than: . just tb.e 
!~~~ms.at the local ~Irst came nine .. ten and menlo or pause tor longer their words are short of. the do, leems to lose Dorothy's pa~? abll1ty to tap. They could WHETHER you 10 as far asluthor MauriN 

Sh ft three taps "'hlch. J tound than usual. A bare account cannot ,track otwhat he or she Would th"se tap,nln,s work out arithmetlcal ' RowcJon or not, most ...... pl. have Itorill ' of e had a at on the" th 1m 10 b th . H ' "¥ ". rrOblems far quicker than . th - t I I d ..-- , . f .... . ground noor ot the same 011 consultln, the alpha- After remlndin, me that convey e press n 0 wants to _ay. e lazes turn out to ibe mostly a could. I In • I glnot an percep Ion 0 _,I. •. 
block as Dorothy -hom b 11 d DER. Th the do"s'spelt phonetically dogs ,Ive ot desperately round even' nods asl......... j blot 1 tt r trom Dogs have a way of Int",preUn. what we • .. t,t /)t. ma e en. wanting to communIcate ' . '"''''.... urn e e e s I have never seen humans .ant In an uncanny way.SOl,netimn 
she employed. Frau Hell- 20 nlld t.hree, tor ZR. This on the whole. Dorothy ' with human beings. They The thread seeDUI to be which she chose-Indeed. human beings ~alculate this has av.d IIvlL '" 

;They had heard a ' lot maier also had I. cottage f II d b 13 20 1- asked 'Elke: "Do you mean tell , their teacher they lost. · · · h If tru te' d with the naked eye the HI-'I a oha- for _ .... ' ..... , clOI to win 
about me. I 'd been asked t h wall 0 owe y . ! V. hr 11 "'1" (H Ls But hOW' ever . 101)1 the a -cons c - sen- I ' ...- I·... ... ... . some me res away, w eTe U Der 1st se ' eu ' e have, some thin, to say by , tences which ,more or less length of a book to 'wlthln you a 1;I'.at prill. I 
to write a book about the dogs otten lived. for lUI. And las y -ftn, very nice). turning to her In a certain pause. he' always returns made sense? ; These were a centimetre of Its exact Writ' and tilt us-In not more thin HI . 
them: and help make their We settled ' down 'to 13psevlm. tor LIB. YES.;", came:" back , the way or by an excited look to the subject, unless he's tile "doubts ot that . 11rst measurement, or give a words-.bout your IntelliClnt pet. T.II U •• 
Intelll,ence ' known to the colfee and cake and cream, lit. tUI(ether the .en- answer (three taps . of the '. 1n the .,e. too tired to ,o.on. · eveninl. . )"'" solution ot a mathematical what makes you aun he .. cl.ver and .f 't 
world. In armcha1rs round a tenet. rim DER I8Z ZR right p,w), . . I real1sed , tha~ , the dOIS . I problem arter . Hashing a Instanoes whloh tho. how wen h. un ...... 

It wa$a hot. exhllarat- table,· and ·the· dogs be,an , UB, LoO~i back ibn ,my,re- tapped' thelr." . thou,hts ·· . barely perceptible ,lance Itands humans. ' 

• 

• , 

In,.day and we were about tapplnl ,.thelr first "Ireet- cords~ot that"1lrs't eneoun- . .Pause. with 'greatcare.l·d some- P~ei.l·8e · at th~ blackboard to take s.nct us fa plcturl of your pet, too, It y.U 
·to drIve across the Aust- Ings" mess.&',N.·tor me; RA.' ll·'ef.~·. uf; ' I realist! that. once ',. how '"1nlac1ned ··that their · ... . 'ii ' I ha" onto For .ach letter WI pUblish ... 111 , .. . 
rlan bordeT to Berchtes- Each letter ot the alpha- ,"" +irltten out on the pr1fite4 mesSale3 wefe'"eonatrUcted '._ t ~ci I have .rarely met pay £1'0 And ·th. best ·l.tter wins thl wrltl' a . 
laden; one ' ot the most bet was represented by a pale . 1n thelrA phonetic 8he then coaxes them out of a jumble .of letters, They weren't laid to rest human beings so oonsJs- . year't free .... upplr of ItAP. th. ne:WlOta 

. pleasant · of Bavarla~s cer·ta1n number": ot · paw ' Dorothy· .. ·· 'method ' WU ". torm."_the-.tappmgl ,tIlr.en1t· 1nto.,the· .. t~pJ).lng position but .thlswasn·t the case at once. ' But las the dogs. tently .truthful as Elke 11 mOist dol food made by Peelilree Pitt I. ! I 
dl I t " ~ft Id 1m edl t I (lth h . 1t ·:.....k d .' d I L.tt,,. Ihould lit sent rilht away and must ' me aeva resor towns, taps. First Dorothy .to enquire after each word nearly as clear and under- at lI'1C'r s e or mae., a oug " ' I/UU " 'more Irew use to me an ' . ~ and Belam , . . arrlv. 'bllor. 8.ptlmlltr 11. Addr," th .... to " 

· orice,-·notorJous . as HItler's . handed me the tappJng , whether _. the dog , mea. n.t . standable as· .I remember 1n tront of her. ' than one . evenlnl . with learned - to . addresa them . . . , ., :, . . : . . "Talkl D •. E I In NeWI, H.w Carmelite 
mountain hideout' code with the letters ' ot what she thought. The dOl them ' to~'bave ' ))e'en at tbe They a1t >tn such a ,.way them to ·convince.rme).· as Dorothy-,d1~; ·il.bel~ .to ,;" r---................ -------__. ." HOU .. ~IL~::!': . :'c~y ',AQ (Comp.). ·1f an 
· .·What ·J wttnesse.d In the the-German alphabet and then · tapped ,,,YE8 "'or NO. ~ tlme. ·' that,thef can place a ,paw / . Theyalw.ays .. eemed to find their . tapped remarks " C Maurice Rawdon ,J; .Pa)~prlat • . LA.E. '1 .nclosed, .. will. 
next tew days was to their tappIn, equivalents. . It the . answer was NO; It was the' dOl.! them- into Iier outs'fretChed Jlandknow what , ·th~y "wanted · . "were ' not ' only on ': the " 1878. Publi'htcJ bJI Mae- ~ ')( .ndti"ourto 'Iturn ttho'olfaph" Th. Edltor'l . 
change my life-as tt had For example; E=10 taps. Dorothy asked for the aelvea that carrted con- wit h 0 U t overbalanclnl. to say, though . ,technical whole . p~1se and ., .nn mUlaa <London) ' Ltd., "~ ~ . dlOlllon II final. No alternaUve .,.-. No 

· changed that of their . ., a'95 on September ~ ';'., DO,respondtnoe abOUt the result. Employetl· 

/ 

te~~~erh~~\~~~ey:rromTOMORROW: ELKE . THE POODLE _LEARNS ' TO ' COUNT- UP TO ~ 5;O ··u. d· ~' ::~,:I::-:hl~·r.:m:.-.:!r:,:: .b~bl"" . __ ~"' __ .? ___ ""' ______ 1111(1_.",,'.'. __ .1!11."~' _II1II,..'11' ' __ ~.... ' r " ~;,t l.. 
. ,' " . ' / ' j - . " i. ' l. . . '. f ...... , 1(. _ . ,. _ . :. . .. !' . . _ ~ , ... . I, .. . ... ";O H, 4 • • ' " I ... ~ • _ 
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"Th: c Tali<ing Dog s, " by 
Mounce Rawdon (Macmillan 

. £5,95*)., 
SINCE other animals ha 'e like 
ourselves a brain, a ne rvou s 
system and senses, they must be 
capable of p-?fceiving, tl inking 
and communicating. . 

If t hey were m erely a ut o m a ta, 
it would be poif}tless t o equip 
them vyith a complex marshal­
ling of faculties designed to co­
ordinate response to e n v iro l1-
ment. 

"'e t nU ;1 y peoplr. ;(rgue t h a t 
ani\, man has reaso n Hnd r .: use 
t.o ~ldmi t the possibility of true 
intell igence in other species. 

1t i. s a v iew peculajr to our 
modern western cu lture. 

It springs inevita b ly tr(Jm a 
materia listic philosophy w hich 
even deni es the e x istence of 
mind itself , and regards the be­
haviour of all living things as 
merely a matter of conditioned 
reflexes . 

Th e investigation of the an- -
im&i mind in orde r to establish These have inc! 'c.ed horses, 
an intelligible dialogue between ' ponies, dogs and at least two 
Trlan ana his fe llow-creatu re::: i ~ cats. However, :n this con nec ­
not entire ly new. tion no menthm is rnade of such 

extremi?>!Y 'nteIHtjent species as 
Human language used apes and dolp ,ins. 

No doubt mo ~'t readers have Teaching a dog to tap requires 
heard of such pioneers in t his training it.in th~ first place to sit 
field as Wilheim von Ostern and upright, with its body properly 
Karl Kra ll -w h o successavely bahmced, thus leaving one paw 
o wne d th e rem a rkabie horse free for tapping 'without strain . 
know n as "Cleve r Hans." . Incredi Ie as it may see m , the 

This boo k is concerned with teacher t aiks to the dug a nd 
two dogs, one a poodle bitch shows it by example how m any 
c a ll ed El ke and th e ot h e r a times it must tap with its paw to 
saluki rna le named I3e!am. Their ind ica te a particu la r letter of the 
owner is Hild e Hei lrn a 'e r and a lphabet. 
thei r teacher Dorothy Meyer. Great care shown 

Th e y Jive in Austri a and 
Ba varia 'l .. ' i th Panther the cat. But what abou t the qualjl.y of 

th e comrnlln icl tinn s? II' ~eern . 
There is nothing ('.-tr~')f· the d ')gs n r.( (nly ,1n <., \\I" 1' ((l.H:S -

din;.lry about t hese d ')gs ~~{G..'pt lion :, put t o ti Jcn l, Dlil mdica ll~ tu 
lhat tllf~ v ca'1 cornm '· ": :-te 'ith th (~jr t\.!'Ki er by ct':rtd in rnove-
human ' be ings, l! sir'g human ments a n d looks when they 
langliage as the means. wc n t to ~ ay so mething them-

In this case th e language is seives. 
m;:t inly German th o ugh th ey can Long pau ses bet\\'cen letter. 
also "talk" in Engli sh. are freqUE"nt in which the an ima l 

Done by their pa\vs appears to lose concen tr'Hi on. 
i\e ·..!crth eh.::-;:-; tj e t hred(j o · lhe 

How is it done? T!1 c dogs t up CO fJv crsatl<Jf1 i.- subst:que n tly 
with t heir paws a specific tiJken u p witho ut any lo ss of 
number of tim es for each !ettPf mean ing. 
of th e a lphabet. rvla urice Rowdon nnt.iced th at 

The spelling seems to h e the dogs seemed to t ake great 
phonet ic and the arrangem e nt care with what th ey were tap-
of word s in a senten ce is uften ping, trying to express th em-
inverted. SC'l ve. as cl early an d succinctly 

Consequ ently, th e ord e r of as possible . 
words appears to be unna tura i, Apparently tb ey knew pre-
which makes th e m l'r ning not cisc ly w ha t tlley wanted to say, 
always clear at a gla nce, though ba rri ers not of th e ir own -

It is in!.e re:lIng to no te thc.tl making sometimes stood in th(~ 
si nce the begi!1 ling of t!:i s cen- way of proper expressio n. 
tury, there have bee n about 102 1 5UrJpose m a ny read e rs likf~ 
animals in different p3.rt ~~ of th e my 'e lf have often talk t.Q 'a " 

~~ .. ~~n~!~ 

hum an 
How mu 

. \ 

~ .. /.' 

r ST fRANCIS OF AS-.... )ISI I 

I 
ANIMAL H~EALING I how good it wou ld be for oUr'- ··· r:.;~r~~;~Xl#:1f ..... 

SANCTUARY I 
I wil! f.~n r.li on al I 
! B~~;:'K~i :A Hl t1EAU NG cn IRE I 
" 17 1(HJblOoke'Gru\fu; 5~3 I 
r (H(" l" l)~ nl('!I ,u'T1: Syivh 11 l)iH\W"OJ) I 

se lves to have our k insh ip wL.h;' 
all an imals brought e mpha ti­
cu ll :; t o OL!r att (:nli .. Jl1 irl tillS , 
manner ! 

Are we superio r? 

;:. 

, .\ 

,..,.;1 
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story ,of lalking, d6gs,~~~. the exper.1shaveJbei(" say , ,:":,?:"oo;;;>'''o,o 
.- - ' . , l'.,. .: ... : - .' \ 1_ . , .-. ,:', 

~ 

i 
~ WHEN I first went to It;;'·· ·, ',': ...... : .". t·' , ':," ·~ :rHETalking' DOgs· i8 .o'ne Ge . -'d 
~'" ~ee the . . talking' dogs 'b';li\"~ . ..'" :·~C' ··.a' n' ':n' 0'· '. :-":;';LC'~;U}. Of.t~8 m,~st rerriar~a~ie , ". IV:. e,,:oa'" ..... 0',:: og -;, 
,r' ~:~~:cit~~~~~tw: cie~:r ~'i~ ~ :;' i "', ' ,.,' , ' ,", ~ .l'~;\ ~::;:'~~f';!~:ti:~. ;' bOOk' ''' , ' .: ~ e. r , , ' . ': l <~.: ; >""',:'., ~'~:,:,\ ',: ' ',~ : " , j 

~ animals ; . . traln~d. ,OIl.>' \', " 'f', I:':: ':,; ' "'.\ >', ' , " . l ,, ; .,j, ;'. : , ~, "'" ~ome. accept It. Others ' . . '; {,;,:~ ~~':'/' ... . , ',.:"-: .' . 
- ~ circus lines. ' ";' \ ,'~ . . ~- ~ ,' , . ' . -t ':" . b '". '.'''' .... ,..L·'·""t ~- -;- reJec.t It. But nobC!dy can, ·, "," b' ''' .'' "'-" . d 

j '-, " ' . ' . .' ,- .- , ' . ." , put It down unfinished. . ," , ' . 
~ I ~bserved them and 0 ' , " ; • , ' ,<' :, ~" , ': ' ."'-" '~"" : :~"'''' :"'''''''' t should admit I am almost- " . ,,-. ,- '. . . . : . 
1., • • thelr. : te .. aCher , : D?rO~h' :~(;" ' .. : ,·j 'US . :'0; ., e o;oo:.;., .. :" ·"'" :,;·' .p ....... lonal~oubl.r. ,, '0'. a , o .... n. e"·,,: ,,a, n , 
: Meyer very closely. I wa~ ,', ' . ' ~ '," "'''~ : f ' ~ ',; ' " ', (;;.1 I don't belle,,~ in 'flyln .. ··';> · - ." '. I ,.-: , , ': '1f ,: .: .• , '. I : ' .' 

~ 1;~:cfl~ed not to ·, be " . :: . ' 1'''' .. :-;.""::'., ~. h' , " -, " . '.~ ::~:~~~Jor:~n~n~~~~~g.bl~:;:~ '~'~' ~· '- 'h' ' -' .. ' :?""i"'l"'>':" -'t:/':"'r: J'-'k' . , 
,Gradually f realised that . . ' " , cats. - , ' - ::" ' " . ' ":: ", :" , ."', 

. they were tapping out l"eal ;: ~ .. t'e epat ~.:,/ .. -1 .tt And If I see Uri qeIl8r ~'~ " " e ',' ';,' "a' " 
sentences that were, ' as far .. :. _ ' , . , ',,, .. ' .. ~~: k. .... bend another 50 spoons I'm . '. ,' , . 
as 1 could tell, ' of. their own ' .' , '. . . . : : stili not going to believe he' ' ,', ,; e 

.. hwention. . l , '.' (;.~; :, . ' "; .. , ,-, /}:~t ,,;: . • " ' ) ";<y: did It. ' , , . . '., 
W'hat ' conviIiced me tJ:ia.t' ,,' " '\, ' .. """, 'q~"i:;, .. ' " .' ":,' ,.' " " A~dition.lly, alifeUm. , ,-- _ . . 

." J was in the presence Of J' ;:;::P'_:~>/";B~nSOry structure an~. brain .? spent cfos'~ to dogs persuades .' .' <. ~, ,." . Any word C! dog knows oa,! 
~ thinking creatures was living :, '?r(;J .-_~;,.( ;8unilar toour own, •. : ' .' :. :- me that dogs ate dogs : and .' be used to trigger on the ex 
~ With them from day to day, , .A~.',;'.r.· ... : The usual · . argument .;, not four-legged humans. . ":.; " ,. ', peeted reaction. , 
;I going for walks and watch- , A~.,·V:';~, against anlmallntE;1!.lg:enc,e, Is ,.,; 1 accept that dogs , com~ , Even . 50 nearly all dOB 
, ing them tap in all ,sorts ot · l,, ' . ~;; ;·!J5"\\ that.· the ' telepathlc , princlp~e mUnicate. A dog ~ith . a · bone owners believe their own dogs 
; si.tuations in the woods, at ' ', " :; ,,~ ;~' ~ at"work. ' ,:; ...... ' '. soon: tells anothor dog not . : >; understand speech. . 
1 the zoo, in someorle's home. ~:iJ,:;t'~: .' ,,: They satd it about the to to~ch. ... .' ', ' _ .. Of cour~e, he understands 
\ When you live with a per- '~'+ ., <::~famous sta1l1on '~clever Hans" ~e needs no 5pee~lJ · for · ,,', ' " good dog because you maka t son you get to know pretty ,,;'(;,~~. : ,in Berlih ~f6re 'the"·! First ~ thiS. Nor does he need , I,~ With \ ~,' . .it sound caressing. . 
; qtdokly .- whether ' 'there is an :' fo/,:,- i"1}t~'.W.orld War~ aM they said human beings. . _ , . , " . "." ..,."" '''' And what you called him 
; element" of . fake or untruth- - ' ' ~~~ ·'1~,.)t in Yirginria, about : the ' " Leave a strange .. ~g -Ithr,,:_~, . . . ': ~1~'!, ,~.hen he offends sounds like 
;' fulness in them . . . .{ t.. ;;~ 1J.· ' '1'emarkable h -o r s e :;' Lady ':"" an u.nschooled ~uman , and ~. ''' .. ' , , . '~l"H. a whiplash. 

What I saw convinced me .. ' by ' MAURICE····· :;~·'" "'\vondei who died in' ~957 . ' will explaJn when he _ .IS by STANLEY ~ ." But logic cuts no ice when , ' ': ";. '. :.. , . , hungry or wants exerciU' } ~ ,'.. >, t Ik b t d 
0'1 · , that these dogs had hopes'· . '" .,;. ' ,,,,, But how could telepathy ( 0 f h ' ...... "d , '. . ., ',' - " , .' , ..... ~ , .". .' we . a a ou our own og. . ' - , : " course eva ... .. un er- " , 
I and sorrows like all, ~f us" ROWDON - ; ~",,~'''' ' ,.,';; have operated when' Elke or stand some things we say DANG ER FI EL"D Which fact alone meaQs 

and were no less senSl~lve tq,. ' ' , ,- ,. ~~, ~el~ sudd~nly: wanted to • because he connects' a, Oartaln . ~ . _, . that .for every person who 
, the terro~s and ~he .p.nnoy-,,, ,'\ , say ' ,somethmg t,n. the' woOds; V sound with- ' a happenfhg; ,) ,", '~~, ~" . , questions. the facts behind ·r . anees. of. l~fe than we ' are . . ';~ ';' thei! ages and ~ol":~., ma~~e~ .. :,,.{ about anotheJ ammal ~eit~~r '. ~, If I say "car" to my dogs " The Talkmg Dogs there ar~ 
.r Whlle. wlth Elke and Belam .,,' .matlCal problems,J. a,lIen't ,pGrothy nor ~ I ha,(L: seen,) """" It means an outing ,,' " '"'' .' proves the point. , Whatever : . ten who adore this remark 
~ . l. became convinced th~t t.he ., using their . min~s ~l1Y. ~;q ,; ' ::~ ",: an~ whUe our mln~, ~re '-e)~ , : •. . _ "Sit 'J means sOO-;ethlng to "', the performe~ Sal",. . h,is., dog ' able st.ory. . 
1 . dlff~rence between theIr itl- ' ~: \ They a.re ·:.,ojf ~~qani;Calf.,.,,:,.en~l1'ely , dillerent: .. s,ubj~t~f ",·,:, . them. So does "dlnner","cat", ;' .' did the oPPosite" ,' ', .'"~::: ': _, . · 1. fiftlsh. w~th a true but un-

.. j tellJgence and ours was ,npt "; fol1ow~Ug t.~e ;cue~~ of · th'ettr,\ i.: ; And what about th~·' mttflY ,:" ;'bone.", "no", "bed" , .and a '. . If he said sit th. 'dog stood~ « ". char.~tenstlc story. . 
sOT~ufh quhaHty as use, . " ' trainer, in the , mov~E)nt . of;. ,;,,,,!· '()Ccasions when . , the " dogs ".:~:· score of other things. : ' If he said qUiet , the : .. dog .'- ·1 once new out of a South 

. e r w ole ~pproach' to a hand or .~he, whiP)'.' .. ," '\I .tttP~ an urgent ' ~S~ ,,;o: They could as 'easily . ha\fe ' barked and so on. ' \ .. ', "" '. " . A~erican country as tevo,· 
the world. was dIfferent frorn ~ , . . But even :~ thls, is e:sign of~ :; '. (thelr codeword for jUlwant i been trained to ' understand ,' . He had merely taught,. .. he lutlon brol\e out. , 
ours. , .' ~"- . · lntejligence ~ ' It >. ~eq~Jtes ,t 'to; leave the room'!)? ' W;er~ ;:, Greek or, as In . B'ela", and . dog to beg wh.nhe said sleep.- It was , frightening ,'but as 

Their! ears , Were open tq ';' syml?olisatiQn, , Whlcl:r~n/' turn", (, ;~.rothy ,and I plantinll ' thi~ \ ," ,·Elke's case, G,erman; ' , .. dump on the table when he . we . took off a .thQught 
, the. most ttistant sounds, . .. reqUIres a ~ neryous .sys~~t ;,), ')i~~e wlthoutkno~n~ tty; , A, theatre act 1 onoe saw , said down. appeared in my bram. "My 
theIr eyes took ina scene " . ..:- . " :\ . . 5 . - . ' $ ' ! , . .' :, .. ' dog is dead." , 

,:j with the ,briefest flash ,of .. t!- ,," . .; ' , ', . . ,' ', u : ,\'..: " '. ' , . : . '. , • , • .' ' .' Two days la~er I found out 
, glance and . their noses ';' TELT~ ~ ':,' US" ABOUm ':"YOUR CLEVER DOG" that my favourite dog had t' s~ught out the , smells on the .. ··· J.j';" .' ~ . ,. . , 1:' . ' '," - , M . '::', ".' , Indeed pa5sed awa~ without 

wmd. , . '. ....., ".' _ .. " ~. ' .. . . . ' ' warning at that time some 
f9£.~~ t~r~~~ur~il,}~ey ~~~r$ ~1" READERS; ar~ ru~hi!la -Ht t~~lr' h~ndTed8 to te~l llS'''tPW',;·'~; .'~ . , words-to " Tal~ing ' Dogs," Eve1iing News, New,'Cli:T1?Jelit'e'" . 8,O:g :'~~~s rw

::;; accepting 
prove 1n a tapping that ' ~leve,: THEIn dogs ar,~. If .y,ou,thmk your dog lS . .,' . :. ~, ; House, London EC4Y lAQ (Cornv.). Le.tters rnus.t~rtlVe., - that there was some supe,... 
they had . taken in more with :' lntelhgent, ,wrttt: a:na tellHls what makes JlOtL so sure. ,' n by Monday. Include an S4E ,an~ we ~ll.l en!ie~vour to natural communication be" 
a glance than you had with And send us a ptctu..re QI h-1rn: it you have one. For each : ~~. return photographs. The Edttor s dec'lswn 1S !mal. Noo ' _ ' , tween myself and a special 
a long gaze, ' . .... .. letter we p,ubHsh,we tbillj)atl·£5, and the best 'letter "" .: alternative prizes, no correspondence. Emploi/ees of ' .' ";. pet yet declining to accept 

Clrcu& animals who count wins a year's supply .ot .Hap.(, the new dog food made b1l , Associated Newspapers Group Ltd. and rnem.bers of their: . , th&\t living dogs can be taught 
. up , tQ certain numbers, tell , Pedigree Pettoods. Write 'N(JW-:-not more than 250 ' families are not eligible.. ''\ i ,,: to talk. 

c_~ _____ ~" __ . :": :~ __ ~ ____ -L~~ __ .~ . ;~ __ •• _: ~ c_ ~'~~_~ __ ~-L_' _____ ~ __ ,_,~ "':" __ ~_J~~_ -_~;' -;" ~_~_ ,_ " ... : .\ J::._..! _ ~: ...1 

_k . 
~ ',. .. . . 

", - :;;or' , ,.7} ; , ' ,~~ 's1 ,. 
I 

, ;-.ra 



. ,-'. 'gr, u'ally; :,,_:$ ',:, 
;[;. ~f,re~lrnE!ll 'the alphAb~t~an,d,,"­

.. dQing flum5'~rWitb -a',/ ' 
amc)()ttme:Ss' " which : ,,"s!em-' "! 

'~ ished Fraulein 14eyer. -:: 
, '''',Belam joined the class 'is ' 

; an i\'lterested obserVer, but : 
, was ' , SODn , into taking ' , 

.. .. teSsons: :' " , " ",. ,:. 
" !' M a 'u ric e," '.Rowdon'S '1 
, account of th~ dogs'A rain- i 

log maltes fascinating and , i 
' instructive reading for : 
. ' anyone tempted to "talle" to -
. their own dogs. :',,: 

. ~ ,Even" "more: ,: lnte.restJ~ ,: 
, :~ow~ver, 'ar~_ tbe rePorts of ' 
" the' dQg$' convel'saUom I 
.' Ip.sge~rpy Dorothy 'J4QyeJ, ~" I 

.; 'ott 1,;l 

-=--~-' ","",--



.. ' 
, t 

The final part of the 

THE TALKING ,DOGS Day' 3: A door op :'on the animal world 

Belam tells a 
story and taps 
out a message of love 

Maurice Rowdon's The Talking Dogs 
is a study 'of canine communication 

They really 
ap up all 

;that pra'ise 
THERE is nothing 
new a bou t animals 
that " converse ", by 
tapping or barking 
or growling. 

Bears, horses and dogs 
were doing it long 
before the Middle Ages 
and Banks' talking 
horse was a London sen ... 
sation in Shal{espeare's 
time. 

And in the thIrties 
Marcus La Touche had a 
very famous talking dog 
called Marquis. 

It is no great mystery. In 
circus slang it !s called the 
Joey Pony. 

If you sLand beside a Shet­
land pony and scratch the 
upper part of a foreleg with 
your thumb nail, the pony 
will presently start to paw 
the ground. At the moment 
you stop scrat<:hing (and 
the pony stops pawing), move 
your foot a couple of inches. 

After training, the pony 
will either paw or stop pa\v­
ing according to tI:te posi~ioll 
of your shoe: a Simple case 
of transferred reflex. 

But, and here tne who}e 
thing starts to get eene, 
with some animals you can 
gradually stop moving your 
foot altogether and just 
THINK ABOUT MOVING 
YOUR FOOT. The animal 
now responds to a signal you 
didn't give! 

Willed 
Early this century in Ger· 

many, the most outstanding 
exponent of advanced High 
School riding was Therese 
Renz. She experimented with 
reducing the ':a.ids," the 
muscular pressure of fingers 
on reins and heels on flank, 
alm()~t. to vanishing point. 

Sometimes, on days of rare 
empathy with her horse, she 
c:ould ride a magnificent 
series of movements and 
changes without making any 
muscular signals at all. She 
simpl,"" willed the horse's 
movements. 

At this level of communi­
en-tion, "called symbiosis, it 
f;{'ernS that thp rider'S mind 
I :1 k"~ ()Vf'l" t.l H' 111 II S('} (lS Qf t.he 

by EDWARD 
CAMPBELL 

m6unt and two bodies share 
a single nervous system. 

Not one rider in ten thou­
sand ever approaches this 
but the idea is \\'cll known. 

And that is "pry much 
what I b('li evr is happening 

be tween Dorot.hy nnd her 
dogs. 

She \\'RnLs her dog to tap 
five tIm es to indicate the 
letter L rll1d a ce rtain some­
thing, communicfI tes .:;top 
and start sign als to the 
doggie paw-tapp ing, 

All the rest follows. The 
"communication; " the aston­
ishing messages of mutual 
understanding land revolt !) ; 
and the seemingly miraculous 
mtelligence of a Saluki and a 
poodJe. 

But 1 don't thi nk it is tele­
pathy. 

Behaviourists would prob­
ably say that the trainer 
makes involuntary muscular 
contractions when tapping is 
to start anel stop: and the 
dog, which has an instinc­
tive perception of body lan­
guage an~' \Vay, acts upon 
these signa ls. 

The signals can be so 
minute that the average 
person is totally unaware of 
making them. 

This theory is illustrated 
by the rase of the Polish sen­
sitive Wolf Messing. He used 
to leave a room, or even the 

building, while a gl.·oup 
picked f;ome objE'd. a ring. a 
picture. a bit of string, 
anything, 

On ret.urnin g' he would take 
someotw by tlw hand , usually 
a woman. alltl start to walk 
around the room, Gradually 
he \\"olild "X,1I11ill(l all tIle 
ob,ir.rt <.: :1I 1d fiml.ll \' ho would 
lUlllO l 11J.L:.:......ll. I'lHlsr ll on", 

He had trained himself to 
evaluate the minute muscular 
contractions whir.h the ' girl 
involuntarily made as they 
'approached or receded fl'om 
the object. 

So It is just minute :md 
unsuspected body ,~lgnHls? 
Again, I don't think so. 

Wh"n I was young Hnd 
very fonllsll I tl'ftll ll·d a group 
of three lions nnd a brown 
bear. 

With one lioness, Delia, I 
had a very high degree of 
empathy and taught her to 
walk 16 feet along a double 
tightrope. 

When the trick was fullv 
esta.blished I noticed 1\,il 
extraordinary th ing . 

If we were working to a 
scant audience, the act was 
trained in rt small provincial 
mellagerie , and she got only 
a modest round of applause, 
she would jnmp down to her 
"home" position at the end 
of l lle trick. 

Applause 
But if we had a good Sat· 

urday ni~ ht audience and she 
got a real bUrst of Hpplause, 
she WOUld, without allY cue 
from me. turn round and do 
the walk back again as an 
encore! 

I decided that close RS­
soriation with a human had 
given her an ego. She did a 
double stint \\hen she 
thought it was worth it, or 
out of sheer vanity. 

But I'm still not sure. 
I don't think animals 

receive telepathically, I think 
they receive emotionally; not 
concepts, not images but 
feelings. 

Subconsciously I suspect 
that 1 wanted Delia to do an 
encore. I sent out a pulse of 
emotion that "approved:' 

The lioness reacted as she 
bad been con.ditioned to 
react, i.e. "approval signal, 
therefore walk it again." 

Quite simply she respon­
ded to a fe-eling in t.erms of 
its circumstances and its 
history of conditioning. 

I believe Dorothy Mf!ver 
subconsciously 1Vant.s to 
prove that dogs think and 
talk and she radiates. albeit 
unconsciously, precisely the 
emotion which will cause th~ 
dog Lo cO llfirm her \\'isl1 I'll 1 
tbink ing. 



:A,ma~~ng 
st.ory of 

.~ " I 

the ~, dogs 
•• ' .......... 0.;. 

that talk 
-TODAY the Evening 

News begins , one of 
. the most remarkable 

animal stories '- ever . 
told. 

This important 'series is 
based on the results 
of an astonishing in­
vestigation into the 
question which has 
intrigued people for -
centuries : . 

Can dogs talk? Can 
the y communicate 
with humansJ under­
standing what is .'said 
and conveying their 

) own messages ? 
These are the issues 

raised in the book 
THE TALKING DOGS. 
Start reading it in the 

. centre pages today. 
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" ;'h~' Talkl~~ ' D~gs' by 
:';4 l'r1aurice J~()wdon . (l\1a'c .. 
... ; millan £5.95) documents 
,,1 an ' exper'jmcn t '.in com. 

mu n'kation . ' betw~n . ' a 
womail living ; in .south­
ern ) Gennany and ,the 
two dogs: Elke a noodle, 
and Belam a I Saluki. She 

i ta~£ht . them ·'to use 
:. their naws 'to communi­
; cate by tapping. -This 
i amazing' hook describes 
! in ' detail the ,process : of 
! teaching the dogs .to do 
; sums. and then to tap 
; letters. words and. fin­
iIlJlY,'Icomplete sentences. 

~~, ~/ • < ",'" ~~. '~ The time came when 
h;· Oi.! ~ , .;. 'J ~.;;.;A they were even , -capable 
~::~, '~~~/'-':i~~: "~"'f~ 'of -giving advice to ,~heir 

b~:2f~~ :.l]:~:~y~~ _~ g\YIle.~.l.' ;_0~ -,-

< .~. ~ :":,;, " .• •.•.• {}: ' . " • ·.~~:'~:r~;:,~:·"y~\,I:.:\:.:r . 
," ~"'., 
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·;Whaf·she·:wasd tordby 
MOST pefQWners-Aitve \ -.. ·····'/h·· ,.- '. ' :':-l~"i . I k'~.". . .' -

been 'heard to " re- " ,'. :' · " '. . , ~ - - " '.. '. ;." . ...; "t . f ~ .... ~ 

mark at, one time or ' e.r . a a I,ve, 
under- . . t d " 

., pe . ogs 
. ~' .. 

e om p l:e x .. matht"maticai ' 
problems ' to apparent eme>­
tiona}- ~ .. retorts from the 
animals ranging .. from. . love 

.. ~~r~:t.l fear t? anger. , 
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the radio off' 

said Belam 

the dog 'It's ,too loud'! • • • , , 

lAVE YOU heard 
bout the dog who 
/alkcd Into a living­
oom and asked for 
he radio to be turned 
fl because it was too 
Jud? It's not a joke. 
, Fraulein Dorothy 
{eyer, Who taught a 
aluki named Delam to 
ommunicate with her, 
laims it happened 

Nrites Ron Thompson). 

She claims a lot more, the dogs a n alphabet 01 Meyer was alormer school-
too, according to author taps. They learned to do teacher, who had been 
Mau rice Rawdon, who hns sums and, then, to tup let- asked by Frau Hilde Heil-
written a book, "The Talk- lcn, words, and, finally. maier, the owner of the 
tng Dogs" (Macmillan, complete sentences. dogs, to set up i school Cor 
£~ Of» about the Salukl and If Fraulein Meyer was the animals. 
a poodle nam\.!d Elkc ~' ho able to iueS! the sentence Frau Hellmnier was 
Were laught to "talk" by after a word or two then the lntenseley interested in 
Fraulein Meyer by tapping dogs didn't bothcr to finish nnimaJ IntelUgence and 
their paws. it had read a number of books 

For example, three taps Maurice nawdon went to about anima" which had 
wilh the right paw means Berchtc~gaden, once been taught to communi-
)'CS, Three tap. With the IcCt notorious u Hitler's moun- cate_ She wanted to start a 
paw means no. lain hIde-out, to !ee Frau- , school of her own. 

Fraulein Meyer spent lein Meyer and the dogs. 'I., ~~~ __ • L. __ ~ __ , _ 

" 

lustre." They asked BeJam . 
a similar question. Ilis 
reply was "One rests in , 
peace." , 

Maurice Rowdon reports / 
th:lt the dogs answere d 
questions about God, about 
each other, and about the .,. 
raIsing of puppies and their -; 
training - all from the 
doss' point of view. I 

hundrC'ds of hours teachin cr lie (ound that Fraulein t , Lesson. began with Elke, 
.. , an eager and apt pupil. Les-~~~~~"~~~"-"-----------"----1 sons started when ahe was 

hardly a )'ear old. She 
wasn't too keen at first 

••• 

'.- - ... - "'-.-- -,-

But, gradually. she 
learned the alphabet and 
began doing .urns with a 
!fnoothnc'l which 
astonished Fraulein Meyer. 

BeJam joined the class as 
ao interested obaerver. but 
we. loon into takine 
le5sons. 

Maurice Rowdon's 
account of the do,s' train­
fng makes fascinating and 
instructive reading for eny­
one tempted to ··talk" to 
their o\li,'n dog~. Even morc 
intcrestlng. however. erc 
the report! of the dogs' con­
ver.atlon., logged by 
Dorolhy Meyer. 

\ .., i~ 
They also Joined in family · 

lire. 

One mornina BeJam 
'- walked into Fraulein 

Meyer's Jivlngroom where ' ;" 
the radio was blaring and" II 
tapped "Ouch car." ',~; 

Fraulein Meyer askeci: ' . 
"Is thc mUlIic too loud?.. ·. 'I Selam t8pped; "Vel." 

"ShalJ I turn it ofU" 
"Yes," replied Belam. . 

, , ···1 
One day, Fraulein Meyer 

had three puppies with her ~ 
at a new school and Belam 
was there, 8 £tar pupil v. ho 
looked at the cia!!! with a 
benevolent supcrioriCy. 

He, himself, wa~ present 
when Elke was asked about 
death and, to the their 
astonishment, knew what it 
meanl Their spine! tingled 
even more when Elke tap-
ped out that death was The little oncs dabb{'d at 
"Mist with eternal genuine the 0 ir w ilh their ,ort, 
~~'~~~l clumsy paw!, sometimes 

\ toppling over from the ta~ f 
I ping position th{")' had been ~ 
taught to adopt Fraulein 
Meyer \I.'a~ having trouble 
with one called Abdul, who ~ 
ref~s~d to sit in the lapPin" , : 
posItIon. , . 

She asked Selam how sho ·, 
could help Abdul. 

Belom on3wered: "Ten­
derly ouid~." 

c;,.. 

,: 
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rd~on w. dedded to" F.llke. 
~HalVe you fJWl4' cUK?" 

DcKolGY _ed her. Y£'s. 
'How long ~? Do yo~ 

bow?" Y£S. 
6he 1Jboo tapped Q (4'be 

for this dl·js <:ou Id 
tW() fdtl(f\\t:d 

\\'as ole,rly 
m)4eriDC ~f 

~. 

"How long ·ago?" .R (0P' 
three) IARE ' (for Jahre) 
-~b ree . yea rs. . 

uDo yo·u mean three 
years?" YES. July 1972 
Ihad bee·n tb~ month :' of 
(Bl'ke oJ's {\!,(ll(l'l.:..Il~d .("1.,,, 

ness, and we were.:t JloW ' in ":, 
SeHtember 1975. ' . ~<~.:r t' ,;,:~ 

" Did you flmder$taMi ' 
wb'at Maml "WaS 6ayfn,c toO ; 
Mr.' n-owdc)n ~'f t;q~ ~~lt ~ < '" 
about EJ.ke?~I · lXES~ . _.' .~.r",' " 
I • "S() whlQb. lElkei;, . 'S it? ~ 
W·as it . '~notl)ler;"~ljte1'! 
n:S, . . 'I,,~,,:,' 
. ':. 'f W \llJ c h ·- !EUte , ,Wll' 
marod? no:- . you . 1,mow?" ; .~ 
She , t~ppe<l;:~ ~ : 
DIS DOD. ". - , 

"Ts uban rlg,ltt?". tiq· " 
"Do you 'mea,D ' ,.ben 

, uDo YIO alll(Y' (pr.actise)?" YlES. ' 
m 'W!UJ~'OI:I, ;'~~fln~ ·I.Y,&.nlJ,l4C\JU11'\IJ.I,l ~.teri,al?" ~~ , mean . ' '.Vhe sentence . theref{)~e 

. ; HAnd who is er ('he)?" ' stood for Etke ube.n- bu 
. foor Gott (G<ld) J ~nd (r.1ke Jearn, or prar.-

~W~~~IIf.fl ". • " .. : s ;~ t .. !-J,S.'~~'l ·W ,J' I , t 
'WOiI'd YES. "WIbli\ib ~,Ii;. • .?',~:.;~.: --:.·d·;'~.~1 en , ' .•. • 
..t'A VlI\u 1l1..~,fi1k 0.& /Unl. ....... . ...,..... ., Our · '. ,.~ W~tk, " q~n 'I in, ,,'E~ke r. . ' 
'WV J '~ Ull U. .. ,U....... ......~glht ' I$'plendid morn- "WillY do you tSay yOU 
UiS'e ~I b,i 's wOtl-dl N . ing took us to the Ramsau were HI? . M-ami kno:ws 

ILEIBa\[ UJBEIR iIlHlN BJS ~rld, hi,gIh ill the hills. n9;lIhimg ·(lJb.Olut yqur bemg 
QDIEli\1 All1lJE Olive !by biim At t'be park.inlg lot, ne'ar Ill?" 
IlJon'tlH bl'efwtlbuzug end,s) he an inn, Fra·u Heilmaier noOH TOT GEWlES:E 
tatpped.. Allde ~·s a oo!laotqwia,L Pointed to one of the ben- SFER ZU ;EiRiKUEtR'EN ' for 
exlpreS9i'()~ for "giOofle," ches and told Elke t4lClt l doch if:ot 1gewesen schwer 
code.<J.." and Odem' is an dlad been very ill iat that zu erklaren (indeed been I 

o.I-dt 'p'oelt~cal , WlOiI'd 1".o'f spOt, tShortJ,v before ber dead difficult to explaJn). 
·~tbrealJh." ' . deat h. . ". lJere sbe s-toJ,lped. , 

. ~HQW did tllhat WOIIXi rewon ' Sbe ' also told me sbe 'H;~ s'he Jlescribed ;~··her 
him? Por itt l'aRUy, if eVfJf, had bad an irresistible feel- ~ ~xperJence in a ' ~v.f-
figuN!1S dn, daitly speeoo. in& -at the time she waj ous lIfe., or her impr.:esslOQ" 

"CaD' you say SQ.lD1-etihtinf bu; ing Iher, tJb·at El'ke II of tElke .1'B sick-q,,$s '~m . 
more about ('.JOG?" Was we reincarn'a-tioDof ~. ·~ny oyel\heard ·C()nver1, ~· 

IS SCREN I HIML UNO IEJke I. Hcns,. or r~eiyed at . e-
MID NGEL he tapped for ,uke [ was Frau Heil- ph'athIc T>lc~ure · Qf . .' ~ t, 
iit sOlon im Hi Ifunel und nwier's on.,qinal do.g pupil., through ~anl\1 
mit EDSel (is beautiful in t.ut she had di~d. midwU' © Maurice Row407J 1973. 
t f~l} nd'f\~ t:h IIiIl,g.f~Ls). t hrrlUg11 ber tralDlDg. , Publ islH'd by MaC11tillan 
We l.tU<~cxJ - "'til t: I t' b,t<i ''1'h r. rowglh date lElke 
the d i ,bl.! (Cme fro m? g.IHe uS ~b(> ol·her evening (I,ondon) ], td., at £5.95 on 

We had !>~t',a {}j .. n,'j n,;: . \tf he r ()""n dp.atb - 41wo Septem ber 14. 
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. WHAT are we to make 
of a claim that two 
dogs have been taught 
to 'talk' to people, 
using an· alphabet of 
taps with their paws? . 

And not only talk in 
constructed sentence~. but­
alSft speak English and 
German'; solve compli­
cated equations, do square . 
roots and expound on"" 
their own reincarnation 
and the nature of de.ath~ 
'. soft dark mist with · 
eternal genuine lustre: 
remarked a Poodle poet 
called Elke! 

That many strange and 

' .. 

,,.. ' .. 

. /" 
1' -

... r ~ . 

~ ! "-;'-' . -. 

':<-:, ~;; . 

;Jr ~ 

.,;I, "\ 
, 

• 
' ,. '. It .\.. 

• 
... , 

.. 

# . 
A paw man's! guide:to doggy . talk •• ! 

wonder!ul things go on In -Bolam, a Salukl, and . .. same test occurred to sus-l- (oh, creepy thought!) · far from nature (includ- old cat Smokey would 
the ammal world ' I am Elke the Poodle-at their picious little me), but they e v 8 n influence 0 u ring our own nature).' suddenly stare alertly at 
prepared to admit-but home in Southern G~r- w.ouldn't buy it. Which minds '1 With .our minds care- seemingly empty spaces 
this '1 many where ttley live dul nothing to . dispel I In a riveting essay at fully circumscribed by in the room (what on 

The claim Is seriously with the i r t8acher, doubt. .. . i the end of the book the reason, he asks, have we ear this g 0 i n g on 
made in a book called Fraulein Dorothy Meya... That the do s ta:-T" author argues that 'our blocked out other areas of there 1); and the way she 
'The Talking Dogs' (Mac· In palnstak''lg detail answers to q:estlon~ I claim to superiority over consciousness, 0 t h 8 r could sen d telepathic 
millan, £5' 95), and I can- he documents the paw- seems certain (so have I anima's rests on our ha~- e!1ergy fields .Of an invi- messages from her empty 
fess that my f!rst thought tappIng Interviews on ' many circus animals _ /' Ing developed th-e bram Sible w.orld stili intact in plate in the kitchen. I 
was to chuck It at the cat many subjects over many there was even 'a tapping mor~ than any other the animal kingd0!'l'l would rise and open a tin 
and say: 'Oh, come on, months. Each letter 0' horse' In Shakespeare'~ species. But Is reason 'Western man IS sUII withollt knowing why. 
COr,J8 on I .Next we'l~ be the alphabet Is given a day, as mentioned In I '11ec,essar.ily intelligen~ '1 perhaps waiting. to reach Suddenly, I tell you, 
ashed to beheve that IIttfe . specific number of taps . 'Love Labour's Lost') but I Is intelligence necessarily an adequate ammal level goose pimples began to 
dogs laugh (pax Fred and the dogs commun- how does one eXPlai"; the mental '1 . in spiritual and psychic rise on my neck. I 
Bassett) and ~ows jump . Icate' by tapping their .tapped thoughts of Elke ' 'The western (ehieny p~wers, while decei~ing decided not to chuck the 
over the moon· thoughts into their and Belam 1 19th-century) view of the himself that the cult_va- book at her after all. I 

But. t did~'t. I began to· teacher's hand. ' .. ' Involuntary s 18 i1 a r L-. human organism as a tion of the brain pUl.S went over to her, str:okelt 
read It. agam. There was .A SWiss TV producer.: from the teacher to give phySical apparatl:Js gov- him far beyor~ the ana- her head ar.d said: Now 
somethmg creepy about .' tried. to persuade them to . the required number of f erned ~y the bram, sup- mal kln~dom. then, Smokey, are you. all 
It. . US9 a large, doggy type- ' tapS'1 Or could It be ~Plied With sense messages ~sychlO powers 1 In- rIght 7 Is there anything 

The author, Maurice writer instead of their telepathy '1 Can 0 u r by the nervous system, viSible worlds? I began I can do for you at all? 
Rowden, visited the dogs teacher's hand (and the domestio pets read and . seems to have ~aken us to think of the way our .lust send me a message.' 

I -, .' .. ---' ~ 
. j I Daily Mail, Monday,~eptember 18, 1978~ 
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tory that raises the question Are dogs more human than we ever imagined? 

,They have been taught a kind 
of doggy Morse code by which 
they tap out · their · th()ugh ts 
andfoolings 

i . 

I. 

of the taZki ng clogs, interprets as Belam, the saluki, tap$ ~Qut a 1l1.cssaae in her palm with his paw. Poodle Elke 11, right, welcomed a1tthor Rowdon in the same way. 

be tapped again. 
generally clear 

word had been 
d because the dog 
ake some move­
relIef or excite­
pause for longer 

al. 
ding me that 

' spelt phonetically 
whole, Dorothy 

Ike: "Do you mean 
sehr lieb?" (He l.s 

). 
came back the 

(three taps of the 
w). 
g back on my re­
that first encoun­
alise that, once 
t on the printed 
their phonetic 
tappings aren't 

clear and under­
as I remember 

have been at the 

viction-rather as child­
ren, bubbling over with 
something to say and too 
excited to compose it pro­
perly, supply with their 
eyes and expressIons what 
their words are short of. 

A bare account cannot 
convey the impression both 
dogs give of desperately 
wantlng to communIcate 
with human beings. They 
tell theIr teacher they 
have· somethIng to say by 
turning to her In a certain 
way or by an excited look 
In the eye. 

Pause 
She then coaxes them 

into the 'tapping position 
at her side or immeoiately 
in front of her. 

They sit In such a way 
that they can place a paw 
into her outstretched hand 
wit h out overbalancing. 

OODLE LEARNS TO 

Then begins the slow effort 
of concentratIng on the 
word to be tapped. 

Sometimes there are 
long pauses between OHE. 

letter and .another,'while 
the dog seems to lose 
track of what he or she 
wants to ~ay. He gaze-s 
round, even nods asleep. 
The thread seems to be 
lost. . 

But however long the 
pause, he always returns 
to the subject, unless he's 
too tired to go on. 

I realised that the dogs 
tapped their thought'S 
with great care. I'd some­
how imagined that their 
messages were constructed 
out of a jumble of letters, 
but this wasn't the case 
(although it took more 
than one evening with 
them to convince me). 

They always seemed to 
know what th~y w.anted 
to say, though technical 

difficulties S 0 met 1 m e s 
stood in their way. 

Undoubtedly the dogs 
tapped letter$. But wasn't 
there an eleIpent of over­
free interpretation on 
Dorothy's pa~t? 

Would th~se tappings 
turn out to ibe mostly a 
jumble of letters from 
which she chose-Indeed, 
half-constructed - sen­
tences which· more or less 
made sense? · These were 
Vhe doubts of that first 
evenh1g. 

. Precise 
They weren'.t laId to rest 

at once. But ,as thoe dogs 
grew used to me and I 
learned ' to address them 
as Dorothy di~, I began to 
find their tapped remarks 
were not only on the 
whole precIse and even 

COUNT lJP TO 5'0 

terse, but strictly In line 
with their different per­
sonalities. 

,Who's a clever;.; 
boy then? Also, I was to see much 

more evidence of their in­
telligence than .. just the 
abIlity to tap. They could 
work out arithmetical , ' .WHETHER you go as far as author MaurIce 

Rowd'on or not, most people have stories of 
problems far quicker than the intelligence and perception of dogs. 
I could. Dogs have a way of InterpreUng what we 

I have never seen humans want in an uncanny way. ,Sometimes 
human beings calculate this has saved lives. 
with the naked eye the Here's a chance for your clever dog to win 
length of a book to' within you a great prize. 
a centimetre of its exact Write and tell us-in not mot"e than 250 
measurement, or give a words- about your Intenigent pet. Tell us . 
solution of a mathematical what makes you sure he Is clever and of :~; 
problem after flashing a instances which show how well · he under· 
barely perceptible glance stands humans. 
at th bl kb d t t k Send us a picture of your pet, too, if yOll it in. e ac oar a a e have ono. For each latter we publiSh we will 

And I have rarely met pay £5. And the best letter wins the writer a . 
1 b . . year's free supply of tCAP, the new , soft 
luman ell1gs so consis- moist dog food made by Pedigree Petfobds. ' 
tently truthful as Elke II Letters should be sent right away and I11l1st 
and Belam. arrive before September 11. Address them to 

"Talking Dogs", Evening News, New Carmelite 
.. House, London EC4Y lAQ (Comp.). If an 

© M a 11. ric e Rawdon / ' appropriate S.A.E. is enclosed, we will 
1978. PlIblislzetl bJ; Mac- ': '',i; endeavour to return photographs. The Editor's 
1Ilillan (London) Lid., ",. ,'; . decision Is final. No alternative prIzes. No 
at £5 -95 on September :- :.;. correspondence about the result. Employees 
14. '/" :; of Associated Newspapers Group Ltd., or 

members of their families, are not eligible. 

iF He 

. ... ' , 



STARTING TODAY ... The extraordinary story that raises the question· Are dogs 

I 

e 'M E&W'Mi F e 

• Can dogs communicate with human beings as 
equals? ' Are they much cleverer than we 
thought? Do they really understand what we 
are saying? These are the questions raised in a 

-. remarkable new book, THE TALKING DOGS, 
serialised in the Evening News this week. 

We present the .evidence author Maurice 
Rowdon discovered when ,he : went to Germany to 
see the experiments of animal teacher Dorothy 
Meyer who claimed she had taught a poodle and 
a saluki to "talk," by use of a complicated 
routine of paw taps, like a doggy Morse code. 

Rowdon_ arrived as a sceptic, and left, weeks 
later. convinced dogs had, and can express, the 
whole gamut of human · emotions . 
• . We have placed all the author's evidence in the 

_ hands ' of Stanley Dangerfield, one of the world's, 
leading experts on dogs. His verdict on The 
Talking Dogs will appear later this week. What 
' he has ,to say will surprise you. 

• There's a chance for you to have your say, too. 
Already we have heard from one reader who saw 
a Labrador able to play dominoes-using paw 
tapping to indicate which piece to play. Write 
and tell us what you think about talking dogs. 
• And your dog can join in, too, to win a year's 
supply of dog food! See below. 

_ by 
MAURJCE 

I , ROWDON ' 
WHEN I fIrst met 
Elke II, the Stand­
ard poodle bitch, 
and Belam, the 
Sal uki male, on a 
hot Se pte m b e r 
afternoon at . Salz- ·· 
burg airport, · t hey -' 
were sitting waiting 
for me 'with their 
teacher. 

scratch-with only printed 
records of previous animal 
tappings, from 50 or so 
years before, to go on. 

For weeks she had 
. worked in the dark, doubt­
, ing her capaCities as an 

al1lmal teacher and all the 
less prepared for the shock 

· of discovery when it came. 
,. Like me, she had been 
ready enough to accept 
animal ' intelligence as an 
idea. But not to accept · 
the reality of anImals as 

. equal beIngs. . . 

I*' ¥ tthR WI' e 
ASH' f 

' ~he) 
of de 
they 
and 

. Elke's white fur was 
dazzling in the remal'k- ­
ably · clear, mountain­
reflected sunlight. Her 
eyes were round and 
black and vi vaciously 
attentive 

The discovery that In 
many respe'Cts animals 
have a moral integrity, 
truthfulness and compas~ 
sIan superior to our own 
was an even greater shock. 

Dorothy Meyer, above, teacller. oj the talki ng dogs~ fnterprets as BeZam, the saZuki, tap~, put a message in her palm wi 

At her side, Belam, 
taller and bonier. seemed 
the shyer of the two with 
his , long sensitive llo:se, 
gazelle eyes and deliciously 
straggling fur. 

,Hideout 
,They had heard a' lot 

about me. I'd been asked 
to write a book about 
them and help make their 
intelligence known to the 

orld. 
It was a hot. exhilarat­

ing day and we were about 
to drive across the Aust-

/ rian border to Berchtes­
gad en, one of the most 
pleasant of Bavaria~s 
mediaeval resort towns, 
once notorious as Hitler's 
mourttain hideout. 

What I witnessed in the 
next few days was to 
change my life-as it had 
changed that of their 
teacher, Dorothy Meyer. 

She had started from 

That evening In Berch­
tesgaden I met Frau Hell­
maier, owner of the dogs 
and founder of the "dog 
school." For some years 
she had been a breeder of 
dogs which she frequently 
raced at the local 
litadiums. 

She had a flat on the 
ground floor of the same 
block as Dorothy, whom 
she employed. Frau Heil­
maier also had a cottage 
some metres away, wheTe 
the dogs often lived. 

We settled down to 
coffee and cake and cream, 
in armchairs round a 
table. and the dogs began · 
tapping their first "greet­
ings" messages for me. 

Each letter of the alpha­
bet was represented by a 
certain number of paw 
taps. FIrst Dorothy 
handed me the tapping 
code with the letters of 
the German alphabet and 
their tapping equivalents. 
For example: E=10 taps. 

Sch = 22 taps. Then she word to be tapped again. 
held out her hand for the It was generally clear 
dogs to tap into. when a word had been 

Elke's message tor me completed because the dog 
was firm · and unhesitat- would make some move-
lng. , ment of relIef or exc1te-

First came nine, ten and· me nt, or pause for longer 
three taps which, I found . than usual. 
on consulting the alpha- _. After reminding me that 
bet list,made DER. Then the dogs 'spelt phonetically 
20 aild three, for ZR. This on the whole, Dorothy· 

f II d b 13 ·20 16 asked Elke: "Do yoU mean 
was a owe y , , , Del' 1st sehr lieb?" (He Is 
for 1ZS .. And lastly :five, 

I very nice). 
13, seven, for L B. YES, came back the 

Put -together the 8en- answer (three taps of the 
tence ran DER ISZ ZR right paw). 
LIB. Looking back on my re-

Relief 

Dorothy's method was 
to enquire after eaoh word 
whether the dog meant 
what she thought. The dog 
then tapped YES or NO. 
If the answer was NO, 
Dorothy asked for the 

cords of that first encoun­
ter, I realise that, once 
written out on the printed 
page In their phonetic 
form, the tappings aren't 
nearly as clear and under­
standable as I remember 
them to have been .at the 
time. 

It was tIle dogs them­
selves that carried con-

vlctlon-rather ' as child- Then begins the slow effort 
ren, bubbling over with of concentrating on the 
something to say and too word to be tapped. 
excited to compose it pro.. Sometimes there a.re 
perly, supply with ,their .. , long pauses between Oll€ 

eyes and expressIons wliat . letter and, ,another, "whIle 
their words are short of. . the dog . 8eems to lose 

A bare account cannot ,track of what he or she 
. convey the impression both wants to -say. He gazes 

dogs gIve of desperately round, even nods asleep. 
wantIng to communicate The thread seems to be 
with human beings. They lost. . 
teU · their teacher they But however long t.he 
have somethIng to say by . 
turning to her In a certain pause, he always returns 
way or by an excited look to the subject, unless he 's 

too tired to go on. 
In the eye. I realised that the dogs 

Pause 
She then coaxes them 

in.to the tapping position 
at her side or imme'Cliately 
in front of her. 

They sit In such a way 
that they can place a paw 
into her outstretched hand 
wit h 0 u t overbalancing. 

tapped their thoughts 
with great care. I'd some­
how imagined that their 
messages were constructed 
out of a jumble. of letters, 
but this wasn't the case 
(although it took more 
than one everung with 
them to convince me). 

They always seemed to 
-know what th~y wanted 
to say, though technical 

difficulties ! 

stood In thei 
Undoubted 

tapped lettel 
there an ele. 
free interp 
Dorothy's pa 

Would th 
turn out to 
jumble at 
which she ( 
half-construe 
tences which 
made sense? 
the doubts 
evening. 

·Pre 
They werel 

at once. But 
grew used ·' 1 
learned · to .: 
as Dorothy d 
find their ta 
were not ( 
whole pred 

TOMORROW: ELKE THE POODLE LEARNS TO COUNT lJP TO 
F'Mn.JE' e b !J 
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IRLDTHATANIMALSHAVEFEELINGS LIKE-HUMANS? ' 
H s .................................. ~ .... ~~ .. ~ .................... ~ .... m.~ .... ~ .... ~ .. Da .. ~ .. .m~~n , 

• 

lswer 

x 5, 
ads 

does 

emed 
her. 

ems: 
d by 
') get 
into 

ested 
of 5 -
eCDg­
total 

she 
'-l see ' 
to 4 

Ie-gan 
)Ie-ms 
that 

itipli­
)lems 
days, 
igger 
went 

THE. TAPPING 
.. Nuinber ,of. "Letter of 

taps' alphabet 

l==F 
2==0 
3==R 
4==A 

·, 5 .' L 
;.,:, ~': - , ~J? . " -N' 

. ,71-,' 8 
~; 8 : M 

.- ' 9~D 

.10' :' ··E, 
11 . G ' 
12~ 'H 

CODE 
.. 13~ I 
14== K 
15 '. P 
16~S 
17 -'-T 
18 .. U 
.19==W 
20==Z 
21 ~CH 
22 .. SCH 
23 ·'0 
24 . U 
25=='X' 

This :-is-the 'codeDorothy Meyer tatlghi "ker pupils, 
Belam the . SaZuki . male and Elke 11. ' the Standard ' 
poodlebitch .(aU pi.ctured lejt). In .. an$ip~r to direct 
questions they ' "tapped out three times , With , their 

. Tight paw it the-answer was YES and thre.e; ti1!LeS with ; 
. the lett paw ij th~answer was NO. ' - ... .. . 

DAY TWO 'OF 

THE ··TALKING 
DOGS 
by MAuRICE ROWDON 

ing of each word carefully 
.At this , .stage. ·like Paula 

M~kel with Rolf, she con­
stantlynamed objects in ' the 
fiat or in the street. Later. 
when the dogs began tapping 
difficult. a.bstract . and even 

AND HOW YOU 
CAN .WIN A 
GREAT PRIZE 

reCondite . words, she .. realis~d IF . yOU think your dog ' is 
how much German. they In .. clever he c Id . 
fact knew: . ou Win .you a 

More letters and "\\o-ords prize. . ' .• 
were added. Elke had a . size-- . Write and tell uS-in not 

· able' vocabulary. now and onl.v. more than 250 wordS~about 
' fiVe more letters :remain~d t9 your Intelligent pet. Tell US 
· be taught. , ; , :. ': ':, :;~ . , . . . what makes you sure he's 
· . When she looked. at aU , ,; , cfever. · . . 
· these new words '3.l).d letters ! ' , send usa picture of your 
; on " the' board·at. . the end of : . pet, . too, .If you have one. For 
· the ,day, 'DOrothy _ felt: for the _ " each letter we publish we wfi. 

.. __ 111!_ .... ___ ~ _______ ... _____ .'". fus~ .:tillf¢- ,a sens.e, of real , pay £5.- And the best hitter _ 
. ' . ' " '- . ',' . ' . ' . ' . - . . , . ' . ' . . ' , . " . ..., ~ , " . achIevement. -; -. :.. . __ , wins the writer a year's free , 

lifted hlS p~ws lnVItIngly. ' ·.· ·. one, bI~ndly noble, and leay-:-:, le~tet:. ~nct • . wntmg : ·l~do\Vn. (a). The Prst two words .she " Wl;1at an .e?illaustmgJour- supply of HAP', the new soft 
Bu~sa~ukls<:ar~ , much- les~ ing Dorothy to ask herself , ~~plam~d _ th~t ·letterSo',-made . learned . to tap -were RA:£:oF . neY_l~ ~~,d been so_ . f~;';what moist dog food made by Pe(ii:' 

efIUSlv~than ~poodl~. ,:: and ' whether he was refus-in an It' possIble for , words to be (tb~ ,name of Frau Hell-: p~lence- ':one ~ req~e~J - A . -. gree Petfoods. . . . 
Belam was natw-allYreserved d t" . ' t" . g . . written as well asspoken~ maier s. son) a_~d FR,O (t~e classroom of 3~ or 40 children .- Letters shOUld be sent right 
anyway. The ~m9st he ivould e uca Ion or accep mg one., The alphabet Dorotny PhonetIc rendenng of 'froh ) seemed nothing . compared away and mu t ' rri bef 
do was offer her, slowly and .But later, on the day of adopted was lal-gely that (glad). \\ith "it. ' , _ Se temb s a vo ore 
elegiacally,:a. :fear . paw, his hIS real lesson when he ' used by Rolf • . the .pioneer Dorothy prepare<l caras for For weeks, indeed froz;n ·the · to p .. Tal~fn 11. D:g~~r,e~Sv:h?mg 
huge dark 'eyesgazin~off showed no res-ponse at ~ll. talking dog. traIned by Dr. each letter on which its tap- first lesson. .she . h~d _ ,been , g,. n n 
into some wild ' la~dscape ihesuddenly ,beg~n~appmg Paula' Moec:~el of ;Mannheim. ping valUe. was written in haun.teq by th~ doubt th~t . ~ew~, N:~ ~a~mQellte House, 
far beyond the <schoQlroom. for Frau Hellmaler ~n her '- Germllny. JUst. before . the tr .. ~ top rIght-hand corner, nothlng would ,come of It. on on ~ 1 {CO~p)!.!.!r 
his back .turnep , .firmly " fiat-four clear taps Wlth· the First World Wal:. She made and she also wrote the let- . Now she suddenly 'saw ahead _ an approprla_te S.A.E. IS..Yto 
towards - her."~-- ,,~ "' " " - :' . l~ft paw . and four ·.·with · ~e a ·few 'additio'ns such as SCH ters on the . bla~kboard. at to the time w~en the d.oe:s . closed we Will en~~,OV' The 

Aff' Ctl-O ' ; nght. Had he been learru~g , (22 taps) and GH (21)~ least for themtroductory would betappmg not Just return, Photogr~Pfi·nal. No . en .. after ~ll? l~ad h~ startedhls ' these gemg so common In l~ssons, . names and 'baby-phrases, ~ut Editor s _ decision . IS orre. 
Qffermg the rear paw . IS a schoolme: III hIS own un- . the German language as to ; : New Jetters followed and messages that would surpnse alternative prizes. hNO c suit 

that deeply affectionate ~t. a.mong . hurried w·ay? - , . . .. ; justify treating- them as let- new , won~~~BAL (a phonetic the \vorld. spondence about t 0 r-: d 
s. at, dogs, more. so ' thaD>li~king Dorothy felt the time .had ters in theiro.wn right. l~endering of ball), BELLEN • TOMORROW: -' Employees of ASSotcdlat~r : 
erver. and ear-snlffin~. It .was one now come to teach Elke . the The 'first letters Elke lito bark), DO (a pet name . t Newspapers Group _ L '! 

him · of his . typic . cons . . idered alphabet. She made . the . learned were F (one tap), for Dorothy). Of course, Relam the SaZukI , ells members of their families, 
1 and statements. h ing for no Sound appropriate for each 0 (2), R (3), A (4). and. L Dorothy explained the mean- a story. are not eligible. 
ibEDi$9_~ &.se:a: ± \CL&k:~ Wi 
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THE . next time 

i your dog starts 
-, tapping the ground . i with its front paw, 
,;. pay attention.. 

I 
< ~ 

. ~ 

It could be trying to 
complain about the food 
Or to lay the ground­
work for a ' philosophical 
discussion. 

In Bavaria fll southern 
Germany a poodle called 

.~ Elke and a aaluki . called 
Belam have been 'talking 
to their mistress since 
.1973, usinl their paws to 
sianal en alph~bet of taps. 

Silly 
'. T h • conversations, ' 

. q, which began · with words 
-i like man and ball, DOW 
~ include subjects like the 
J afterlife and the existence 

of God. 
Talkin, animals · have 

been around lor a 10DI 
time. 

A tapplng horse men­
tioned in Love's Labours 

. Lost who could do 
"strange and wonderful 
things by the arts of 
magicke" , was later 
burned at the stake with 
his master "as one witch", 
while in the 19005 Clever 
Hans ' a stallion who could 
count, spell, add, subtract 
and read clocks and maps, 
became world {ameus. 

By . and large; ' however. 
talking dogs and the rest 
have had a bad press as 
a regular feature of the 
silly season, ' along with 

:"by Dan 
Lees 

the Loch Ness Monster 
and pavement fried eggs. 

But now. with scientists 
maktne serious efforts to 
communicate with · apes 
and dolphins, Elke and 
Belam could stand a 
chance of getting through 
to us, especially as they 
seem to have· a great deal 
more to say - than · most 
of the others. . . ' 

F,onner personnel con­
sultant Dorothy Meyer 
and .her friend Frau ­
Heilmaier beg a n by 
teaching the dogs , to count 
and then to do simple 
sums. 

When they could divide , 
and . multiply they were 
introduced to the letter 
tapping code: One tap for 
F, two ' for 0, three taps 
for It and so on up to 
25 taps for X. : 

After weeks ot patient 
work the dogs' v.ocabulary 
included words like gut 
for good, dumm for stu­
pid, katze for cat, and 
wurst for sausage,' .with 
Belam lagging behind 
Elke. 

But even Elke was only 
tapping out Wlords sug­
gested to her or written 
up on the blackboard. 

Then Dorothy began 
asking her pupils ques­
tions like "do you 
remember the name of 
this s i g n ? ' ~ which 
demanded a definite 
answer and provided for 
a controllable res'ponse . . , 

After nine months of 
lessons Belam, asked what 
he : bad seen in the wood, 
replied raven, confirmed 
that be meant a bird, and 
added that it had pecked 
him . 

A n <> the r great 
breakthrough was to ' teach 
the dogs ~ersonal pr~ 
nouns provIng that the 
animals had a sense of 
identity. 

By 1975 the dogs were 
spelling out 'words that 
they had overheard rather 
than' been taught and giv­
ing their thoughts , on the 
after life ,as "a soft dark 
mist with eternal genuine 
lustre", ' 

Conclusions 
In The Talking Dogs 

(Macmillan, _ £5.95) 
Maurice Rowdon, who 
spent some time in Ger­
many with the dogs and 
their teachers, tells the 
story of their achieve· 
ments in such painstaking 
detail that only - two con­
clusions are possible. 

Either the two German 
ladies and their pets have 
m'ade the sort of 
breakthrough that war­
rants an immediate lnves­
tigationby the mas t 
highly qualified scientists 
availabJe. 

Or they are consum­
mate liars and confidence 
tricksters with Mr Row­
don as their dupe or their 
accomplice. 

Meanwhile I shall be 
careful about what I say 
in front of our cat. 

You 'never know whom 
she might repeat it to. 

dogs: howler, or a sc 
. advance? ,4 f,' 

• 


