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First canticle 

(a) 

the queen 

from the reservoir of night a 
girl awakes ('have moved 
across the sky my hooves on 
the clouds In light I van 
ish Must stretch to get/spend/ 
take' (alarm clock for seven)) 

In first love he or she is 
looking throu~h t he face of the 
other and beyond the symbols 
of agnostie1sm scattered about 
the city in the form of houses 
cars alarm clocks 

being in love 1s an exclusive­
ly christian state The modern 
City's walls of secure steel 

re dreamed away in this state 
of ecs tasy which is never re­
peated in qui te the same fer m 
because it is in the nature of 
a revelation 

at this time 's he ' is a student 
powerful incubatory growth 
takes place in her at night 
Her present role is to be in 
love with him 



'reservoir of night return to 
night Promise to move me across 
the sky again King help me get 
and spend today for tonight I 
came back She promises that ' 

home again/ 'in love t/the re 
servoir of night is punctual black 

(b) 

the king 

he on the other hand finds 
only in light his mean ing 
His worship yawns awake 

his light lies in train win 
dows dusty leaf on bright 
brick tam getting closer ' 

newspaper rustle is for him 
the music of getting/spending 

a number 17 steel gel lights 
the stage of life for gim at 
waterloo st,atton It is cur 
tainrise as he emerges from 
the ?32 'tonight I shall ' 

he and she drink elbows on 
the clouds She waits to be 
queen of the night but his te 
deum is the clatter and the 

fUel is a computer clerk not 
yet nineteen 

(or what the philosophers 
used to call immanent) 

(8 number 17 spot creates the 
glitter of sunlight) 



• 

boom of the 7 . 32 upline He 
feels he is getting closer 
t hrough the music to the score 

the being-in-love experience 
secures the christian against 
a relapse into savagery from 
the state of barbarism 



T 

·---------------.....:'9~-t ~-·..kJfu~ h ~c -'fl-"'-C,.&L ...... --____ -..),."""-\ 

love is a runner sent 
from the gods a glimpse 
of hat we CQuld not 
tolerably enact The 
steps of love climb sudd 
enly up to the light 

CD 
~ 

~ 

~llk~ Heliopolis w e 
____ - stalr! rose o . chaos 

t.e 1;l:t~ If' Pc t;e;.. 't' 
~ 

love 

titania on receiving a runner 
woke to love an ass And like 
wise he awakes on mellow rail 
way line The runner is act 
ive he never forgets He is 

love opens our eyes to the 
resident light 

the only time gods apeak to us 

ass love must however break 

(1 e gods Will not ~ome down 
to the earth to play with us) 

r- . " '. Sn ~tz, 
-----------------~ iove could not be entirely 

here The orld would roar ith 
it ~ burst our Windows /split 
wi th joy the lea~ grow up beforen:i 
the root tae gel l~ gas the sta 
tion witrt celebration /we would 
dance off the 7.32/ kiss the por 
ters , w~r the morning paper round 
our nee k:S cas-t"" off our shoes . , 

(Socrates to Phaedrus) 

~,---~~~-------------t----~~ 

the runners discre y come touch 
here and there iively hair 
Poke this 0 s sleep ani that 
one IS wa 0 help derange to plant V ' 

------- ----~r ass love therefore grows ti 

l 



tanic belches babies dripping 
napkins hot beds naked cities 
nights of gazing decades of 
~~ shiploads of condoms 
( th:: make ee-a and later war . 

G 
pain is to the degree 
of the pleasure 
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Third canticle 

war is an unfolding for 
men who will not grow 
They who will not grow 
are already in war If 
it breaks outside whin 
ing spiralling to orash 
land it is his whine it 
is the crash of his stage 
lit by a number 17 gel 

or it can happen without 
a sound or a sign outside 
Can pass behind still eyes 

your war can either come 
in hoards of the dead who 
rise like a hand from the 
sheets of the land of the 
night or else it can come 
in your night not disturb 
ing your neighbourts light 

depending on your degree 
of helplessness i e desire 

but in either case outer 
or lonely it is the same \ar 

do you understand me? if 
you won 't grow the war has 
begun though you may not hear 
you may never know the day 
it broke It may h va been 
in you before you woke Or 
else in something you nearly 
spoke But the war is the same 

in his case the war broke out 
on a certain day in september 
that being the month planned 
for its peace some thousands of 
memories ago and the arrival 
of the s1eetest fruit It broke 
out then precisely in order to 

the clerk received his call 
up papers 



.. -

achieve sharp contrast i e 
number 52 gold plus number 
17 steel (sunlight on a sea 
son of mists) dashed suddenly 
by concussion of bomb behind 
the dressing rooms where only 
a moment before he and she 
walked on their way to the play 

53847 dug with his fingers in 
the earth the night was rain 
ing hand grenades and Singing 
mortar bombs After the bombard 
ment he manicured his nails 
that ere full of black earth 
and sat thinking about growth 

g 

(the number 52 spot adds 
mellowness to the 17 ~litter 
denoti~' autunm) 

his army number was 53847 
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Fourth Canticle 

to reiterate So many millions 
fallen in war mean that so many 
grow into death are unfolded in 
to it while others whom it may 
have spared are unfolded into 
further aspects of the war 1 e 
for soma death 1s the unfolding 
they may not speak of it may only 
know where to look for it and 
suddenly recognise the place the 
whizz that is theirs the meeting 

others are gripped by study of life 
They/ cannot leave it There is so 
much to do no time to bother to hold 
the head in place far the schrapnel 
on its way They are on a journey in 
the land of the ass So much to settle 
they cannot even look up to see what 
shrewd figure it ~as that passed (but 
it does not matter he will pass again) 

some like to study him so to speak 
from this equine side preparing the 
acquaintance s10 ly not rushing in 

But same rush as if all their wish 
had been since bIrth to fly to his 
shrewd arms Dare I say that we are 
free? nd some stroll smiling to him 

the time of death 1s 
chosen as a step in 
development 



Fifth Cantiole 

choosing means ' what I have done ' 
1~ will is heaped up for all to see 
it is vivid hehind me hat I dec1d 
ed These memories are your will 
They are its pictures An event is 
the will unfolded To read your will 
read the event Item a fornication 
item another one item a nightmare 
item some pain unaccounted for item 
a yearning item a burning item a 
war item a wound item a happiness 

i e imagine an endless display of 
objects any of which you may choose 
Now the items you choose will sure 
ly display what your interests are 

dare I say you are free repeat free? 

you may notice also that an event 
is a number of dots in the past Which 
is brought into composite picture by 
the desiring mind Therefore in this too 
the will is exercised unfolding itself 
in hat it snatches fram the flood 

first I have acted thus seleoting 
then I have rm~embered thus select 
1ng: a sec on d time " ill is selec ti on 

when the force of circumstance 1s 
great and we are all but crushed 
our selection has been dire (deter 
mined) a stark and absolute narrow 
ing of the flood to the point ot rage 

This is none other than the rage of war 

/0 
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Sixth canticle 

the queen of the night said good 
bye to her king noW a number and 
began to forget him the instant 
the glasgow fog caressed his boat 
and then expunged it from her light 

thus sho !ling that she too had Oh06 
en her war For with her mind she 
knew him still but no longer in her 
night where war began to wage he 
pr~~ptly took a downlines train ir 
onically a 7 . 32 and from that time 
she spoke of him as twas t and ' did ' 

She made the mistake of thinking that 
only his number had been wrong and 
that somewhere lay a Bottom with a 
di fferent nUL1ber on it or even a numb 
er of Bottoms waiting for tit an1a to 
open her eyes and fall in love again 

That was her war and she wag~ed it 
night and day It was done with bull 
etts of thought and schrapnel of de 
sire The plan of campaign was cool 

and number followed nwnber in Bott 
omless succession until titanic the 

she realised she was 
no longer in love 

Titania now saw that 
Bottom was an ass after 
all 



discharged sheets the shellholed 
pillows the recce parties shot up 



eventh canticle 

I 
The black night he saw the blacker not . 
because of the blackness but men in VV 

in their thousands waiting like 
o tear the silence not with music but 

screams the wail of projectile thump the 
splash the crash and none wanting it but 
everyone enlivening it with bayonet flash 
wi th splash of foot with flesh Vii ~g ... s.chrap 
nel flame with gasp a' ""' - '. ',' 

53847 in battle 

only now the-,\l'o1oe t hey Had spok;; wi th 
in all these Y9ap& the tllulld erJ. the -·s1io\it·'~-'---- - -"-.. " 
the crash of ~ words to t;~ w~ to -
t~others the splash of ~ aims the 
bomb s tf t~ s lee p the c ho ice Yl'ttltii:tf--t;-::t±-

.ea=51y en&JSatiS!iled~ too terrible ? 
manner and all at the age of twenty CW=fH2 . 

/5 



Ii Eighth canticle 

, 
oke groan~g~ts live 

g ~pe trees mourning/ the 
~ animals (~he rivers stained! 
\ the air rememberin / The new veils 
""/ of light / that c~m~ha¢. morning 

s W1 S 0 reno a lrJIv 
1 0 the steel tan : 0 1e 
night before~he splash he gas p the 
spurt the unoelief of the hit and 
the unhit ' s terrible belief in ~ 

~~ "2-1 
Dawn was l'lJ:'S teacher It crept ~ 
blOsS a h ystack ~ vas leaning on 
in golden veils J i~ came i~ 
With t~~h~rli~ russet mist that 

"from ~ blood / in the e th 
of men/ like ~ who' unlike _ had 
gone 1jeyond to find neW teachers I 

, ~heir flesh to fester befor it 
grew again in haystack mist d r i 
sing s un f1e 

~--I-~---~-that had asked to stay to ~e w a 
\ t he light con ey~ 

i-iseU to · me groaning and 
\ ,rees mourning an the animals ,,~ ...... ~ 

_._--------

the mor~er 
his~-t;--frattle 
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N 1n til C 8.l!ll t 1c 1e 

--- ------------1 

teel was indeed the new reality/.} A 
million voices were raised , girdeYs 
unsprung themselves from ~ spirals .~ 
wombs in the earth I deePec oneopt a l ove 
The air with straightness formed ne 
platforms/ going skywards supported b~ 
lance~sustalned tak1~g the strain ~ 

~ teel was born .tt was hoped 
dream d abo eel cities 
~ afore its birt in minds 
in ten caves and briok hall , 
~ongs were sec,retly sung to sustain 
ing , ~r8: ightr1 eS 5 stipporting to 
taking the strain 0 surface gleam 

} 

\ 

~v-f t ' ~, 

~)' steel vas a. C oncep 
nursed .1n the mind 
centuries before t 
came to rl1l terial 

, 
s~eel is a sight for the eye not to 
torget / it is higher than dreamsr its 
surfaces hum,so tense &Fe t hey ~ey 
~soar propel they GaB drill 111-
~ --1 t - l¥ll =-=-- shatter,-8 -~ 
±:'e maltel sc.ream it J.

r 
-the jagged ' piece 

in the leg the ;gasp }.lA eBa of a~ 
I I 

o , th)-< 

steel "Bt[ itself so f e?3l!1 i!. eOn i push 
1,[ itia [lis a 

fruition 

'~' .. .: 
,"" 

I,, ' . 
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steel can its f sc am it can rush ~ 
t fleshly objective _ - ~ -tSJ 

I 
\ 1 

~~f'e-with th:e sm e- steel intent , It­
can wail i n- the -4l,jgbt cause-vrlrids and 
hearts to beat_ and mouths t~s~~ 1t 
can spl1t the air and all / i mped1mertt, 

r~~ov~_~~~ec~~~ .. ~_~_ov_er~~nt6J~_··V __ _ 

~~ 

\ 

s 

-.I 



Tenth Canticle 

. " e 
1.J.iiia,..I~-R-- The dead have 
not yet been brought 
in / They can be ~:~ 
thf ough binolular~ by 
the living ~ 

er ill pS:iBTJi e tRey gliese-e t o remai n) lv~ 
heir rifles in no fight i ng position 
or . lanyards more than water con 

auctors now ~ 
t sleep complete the mist unhindered 
the river in flo (not one drop was im 
peded one gurgle suppressed by war) 
while those men are alive and asleep 
who might be lying face down and those 
face down ght still have been asleep 
and both in stillness this adamant night 
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Eleventh canticle 

~ 
~rlY there is militanoe he finding he 
1s not loved she finding it is not she 
he loves though he loving and she lov 
1ng yet love there is not i~ does Bet 
140 13 etweea. teem- and there in the gap 
the military enters the shocker/ the 
iron interferer stakes his camp despite 
and although and notwithstanding the 
love desired the love intended There 
is early strategy early aforethought 

iarlY there is sorrow he finding that 
something said led to s$;sng effects he 

a glance back 0 when 
he and she were nineteen 

did not intend and she in her dreams a~ 
~ ?oe1is ape 'BllaQly p~ttiQg aefift 1 

J\) .:taat glOW te entangling wef1ds altliotlgB: ~~ ~ ~ 
v .. ' s.as sair;l Rot a word ( intend \:t nothing ~ ~,('.,l 
\M\~ They walked as always arm in arm and 
V the passers by said how young ho 7 bright 

the love how it tints their hair nd 
lifts their teet and smiles in them 

~arlY there is recognition he finding 
that what he desires is not wha. 
wills that what he n her is 
not what he wills her to be and she 
finding that what she desires of herself 
is not what she is ~ what she wills 
Early they recognise that somaone else 
is there at their side / an iron third, 
a maker of verdicts they dare not ex 
press but which tB:eji lellOw' are, tfieiF own 

,~ ~ J-<.* ~ v<--r~ 1" U-~" ~ S"W"'. 
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TWelfth canticle 

~ w..;c... ~ Lv 
and so new dreams begin new bodies 
are conjured up the nights are full 
of unexpec ted armies on the move to 
unknown landscapes Voices are soft 
with new invitations sophistications 

the flesh that seemed only yesterday 
young is obsolete now discarded by 
the dream that has advanced to other 
camps and these in hard deployment 
mud confusion alarm in the night . 

the kiss that not two days before 
was fertile now gives dust it hints 
of operations skirmishes . The heart 
is surrounded noW the wires are cut 
and no communication to the rear 

the bed that gave its flowers fruit 
is' d in secret campments no 
with un eclphered flashes muffled taps 
of sappe s underground It is cold the 
flesh qu· vers ~ ""ar Bas ~egtm: 

~ ~",)~ 

they leave 
before the 
separatio 



Thirteenth Canticle 

to go back to the beginning did I say 
that war was in precise degree to the 
love? that ass love mounted its own con 
ditions of aggression i nfiltration its 
unsuspected propagandas heard in dreams 
in thoughts quickened suddenly in the 
bed? alarmed prostrate the panting heart 
because caught out though party to? 

did I say that the smack of kiss the 
thud of the rump the nights of skir 
mishing the hands the bellies the cries 
of infants and the sky seen by lovers 
at a windowsill like a jewelled cloth 
and then the lonely one who is touched 
by so much touching moved to cry by so 
much crying did I say these are warnings? 

did I say that detonations heard in the 
dead of the night then forgotten in turn 
tng back to the ass ' s side are the first 
telling clink of metal on hip the move 
ment of men the starting of trucks the 
flares the muffled orders in the dark 
the arrival of important leaders whose 
faces we do not like or recognise? 

what connection# has been made What se 
cret roads? what agents paid messages in 
Cipher diplomatic channels can conjoin 
so oPPosite stations as love and war? 
so different climates languages abodes 
one to the exclusion of the other as 
black to white? But do we not make war 
on those we know? Is battle not a link? 

2 i) 



I mean do we not understand each other ' s 
smallest pass and stanoe do we not share 
our weapons explosive powder type of 
gun the uniform the colourful map do we 
not need to know the eneruy in ourselves 
indeed to love him if we are to win? 
Is there not some intimaoy o~th between 
the two that binds the loveworn ass to kill? 

21 



Fourteenth canticle 

did I also say that ass love augments in 
times of division danger civil suspicion 
that fear is its spouse that the man with 
nudes on the wall is longeared with ax 
that the soldier's dream is heavy sad with 
promised fornications that the enemy and 
women are become the same that the sexes Xi 
lie in the grip of battle barbed their kisses 
bristling their eyes with armament their bed 
treeless under patrol disinfectant quicklime? 

in times of ambition is ass love the irritant 
oomfort bane? oes ambition cut forge 
make a straight line waken in the sleeping 
night does it shock s pring surprises am 
b~hes? Does it study the unexpected mal<:e 
demands storm the house the bed ? can it 
stop gorgil'\15'_ devouring hat the quiet night 
gives i e the sighs of others 1their art t heir 
desiring? Does it only yield to sickness 
sleep and death which are its evil trinity~ 

is war ambition? ass love the fruit of am 
bition? desire the body's ambition hate 
the same? So let a moment of ambition ent~ 
the child and. there you have strategy the 
battle lines are set recce sections put out 
the oceans sounded quiet nights explored for 
enemy the paths irematted mined the white 
tapes laid for guidelines sentries out all 
movement cautious fires damped the eyes a 
forward observation post directing fire 

~ 

Ambitious society is l~YS mi~ltary in the 
end Make ambition the centre the mark of 
the man and you bring forward oaptains ad 
visers on deployment generals hungry to en 
gage large forces get on the move NCas re 
sentful of higher command officers in their 

.2z. 



nice gradations bent on getting to nicer 
self-displaying grades You get the mur 
der unheard in the middle of the night the 
failure of hearts due to causes unknown 

ambition loves what the other man requires 
It requires his disruption sometimes his 
dismemberment li~uidation It~ battles are 
private its tactics to encircle what the 
other will supply an embraoe or a place or 
a pair of dead shoes It aches to hold to 
stake a flag its desires are operations 
It is hate It is ceaseless war no entrenoh 
ment satisfies no new line or breaoh oan be 
counted victory Its battles spawn new lines 

it chooses a wife by her parts but on her 
side too her parts have their planning stafr 
their quarters in the blackout heart Am 
bition has its unseen maps its wild territ 
orial olaims its busy agents who work at night 
for their appointed parts they do not trust 
they wake in the trusting marriage bed with 
masked soft- footed cormnando thoughts that 
do the sabotage and then are gone And when 
they wake they ache to find no love is there 



Fifteenth Canticle 

whe shells splash~ollow out the 
e t~scorch grass l he wounded from 

stretchers a1fandoned by their ~ 
/bearers cry stop please stop- b~ .. - 7 
'steel permits no courses ~e 
straight no incidental last minute 
appeal to alter arrangements temper 
the speed soften the arrival No 
voice 1s enough to unmake the glor ~ 
ious crash dreamed once by AtL&: )w\ ;I",c..r 
brains aGe. avaH sf'lek:e~ of by veie9s 
j. . 

when lighted bullets spra¥ the night 
in floating arcs their clatter knows 
no obstacle their darts are not polite 
they do not yield for persons trees 
they only bow to walls of other steel 
which beIng consanguineous they make 
a peace and bullet ~ent tinkles down ~ 
to friendly earth d t meeting: men 
it does not pause rook back r.¥ brain 
a past a youth is easy for lts passages,.... 

J t comes from men to men but is not 

f~i~:1~~;? 
does not wither it does not bend a 
sudden Q OBlflasoieafl'be ear to cries ~~~~ 
below I-t mea Sll res It c ga:voye It 
howls like men who dream of power ~ 
til a vis iQA It was mQae 133 Itlell was !asIi 
ibned ifi tao iF SOftQO te be ulIyielding . 

, 0 you 
1t brooks no waywardness no whim 
kiss was ever known to capture it 
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Sixteent h canticle 

~~0 
~ ~, 

steel ~ we.s!~;:i i t put down 
roots 14; ge.L~I -~-I)1nds 
propelled its seed It*,LAl'e grew 
by love attent ion t hou ht . 
nigb /. ]ji¥ care l i ke that for babies 
Atl.d thoft came the tilth t ho winged 
a~eritiga fl~ot of f oot r~v91ving 
unnamed the c lean t ao 'fJha t which 
did aot SRit lnake a mess exce~ 

.. V\iIat e auld ee e 3:e aI ed in eo moment e, fellow stieei Like words like 
lullabies it came PRe earliest 

wafted through 

a~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

guarded aeapt ~t ·grew f rgmsthe 
mat i ng of dreamsp~Q iho~8.iie 
for t h f liGHt lied from pregnant 
silenc es a living efii14 of ~teel 

-~ 

1'-

the indus trial revolut~ 
ion 1750- 1850 



seventeenth canticle 

omeone is h~ering dog has 
barked ~uic iring bores are 
pulled they leam again Boo 
ar~aped of last ni 'bloo 
an mu lS worl~ to 
So e is whistling This is a 
workshop The bushes are thick 
with next year's fruit Tea is 
being brewed and enemy tunics 
turned over in the hand Amr 
sta1ned letters found in another 
language new letters written 
on living knees The earth steams 
Metal gleams Trees drip The 
field is glad The grub will soon 
be up Itssmells announce that 
the field 1s home and even sane 

'> 
he g Sins to finger her photograph 
and think he the sunlight falls 
thro~u the window of a hou e not 
yet , n a place not yet , lith a 
pers n no~ yet I 

refi tt1ng after 
battle 

2~ ' 



Eighteenth canticle 

This is no place for thinkers ~ 
c d.tleM. ~ Gveni~g ;aJ k is 'l O 
longert fiere ¥here ~;e 5strolling 
patrols ~ will pick off a 
thinker or t'Vi O It is best to be 
under cover this is not the 
society for you It is an after 
math of other thought than yours 
These are its s~uares its sys 
terns shrewd encampments Only 
thought could have envisaged 
such regularity could have taken 
the place of stones The fields 
are hard with them They make 
no room for more They fill With 
flatweight Nothing short of 
absolute destruction will allo 
a fresh c ongrega tion of thinkers 
here They gather not disciples 
but avalanches whirlwinds meteors 



Nineteenth Cantiole 

steel brings its people into the world 
its especial#, an. d elect i'b:s q ld] ,11 ell ~ 
They cannot be included ny more in ~ 
that venerable hierarchy ~ ~ 
tm pr1tual procreat,ive poWers to tfie ~. t:= ~c.t:.. 
aense roc k in all ~ varying degrees v 
of breathing, &na peot=l~iI~ eeeatnre 

y have broken rank They would comm 
~t~- on nature the anti-natural law ~ 
~ can no longer be relied ~on to 
observe ~ subtle eti~uettes of iatep 
dapendeBt 9peataPQs For instance you 
will observe that under attack from its 
own kind the nat the vlii-'olf the tiger 
prowling genet will if weake~ l~e en ~ 
1 ts back to denote ,.~Qrpeftaer ARa. '6fte ~ 

~~ EtiqUettel operatr1.. on the muscles . 
~ of the attacking creature mak~ him 

ithdraW , freezes his act1JonG)Bttt' ~e ~ :t' 
c hil d ot: steel -wfdi press the attack ~L.v\A. ~ 
even harder Indeed the surrender is ---
his invitation His mind has come un 
stuck from the general plan He perceives 
no etiquette but that of his ambition ~ JJ 

and this may demand ..::. l1quidation cY---- "'- '.0 c.....l IV >)( ~~ 
of the 8~rrQaaopiRg 9?eatuP8 He will 
not pause to dispense with what appears 
to him an elaborate finesse and over -
done polite'jPssJ inbred protocol, ~aiF ~ 

~g.e;t8pa1to observance of sweet hierarchie~ 
1k~h.e CA},1 ill afford aRe. which give him / . ~tSV" ~tv~ 
"\.,...- I the creeps . For steel does]) not tempor""' 

ise , it<;spaes p:pojegts supports its e 
'!UilibpiulBi is ~~Qut autonomous \HOtw:w;s:a:Q:. i'il::-~~~~:A:i::vD 

i r
o 

~:t:Cs etiquette il geometrical Its -
courtiers are as highly strung as the 
steel support itself They are h~S 
to a flesh they feel unhappy witH , 
They feel no safety in tllm world . 

~:~:a!:li~:::e ;::S:6i~;r:ss~~el 
steel need conflict flames distress 
not because they love it which no man 



,,' 

(!ov l ~ 
~ but having em~Ited from steely 
dapte in earliest year~ ~ftey ~gke to 
its toueh they poeegs1sed e certa jn 
UlIl' ielaing gS:20 &nQ this they sagan 
t o see where70F tSQy looked ARd eveR 
1ft trees And ~he1I OW11 eyes too in 
seeing such maftifold eoldness beee:m.e 
as cela aRe. thtlf! it happens that a ~)I ~L 

~=::::l~:lnt::ff:~e~:~e a~~e~~ __ ..L ~LJ ~, ~ 
aug, f.ll'omiee to get evem with =5fie otB:O~ ~II u--L 1b-.. c.A:I~ '1 
~y i'fiejl make him ptlt up his paws / 
and quarter i s not given",orj reCeiVed I~ l'..Y·" 

,', ~ 



TWentieth canticle 

secure quiet in villages breeds 
the hope of disturbance The hope 
breeds the disturbance itself And 
this (in villages now become sub 
urbs) breeds insecure quiet which 
in turn breeds fear of disturbance 

thus steel serves both the market 
of hope and the market of fear 

hence its success in places where 
fear of its coming . is uppermost 

for proportionate to the fear is 
the hope These are the male and 
female progenitors of all steel 

3 D 

with the birth of steel 
the last si lent villages 
disappear 

they bec ome dreamed 

in the eighteenth century 
Enlightenment and Revol- ' 
ution were the fear/hope--

>f fear at one moment , hope 
at another, fear in one 
man and hope in another , 
breeding steel for all 

~ TJ/~ 
t.h8 g hila steel qaie ts l1Iother afHl 
f -ethop fop Q =e 1m btlt will C omnii t t 
saint julian's mist6~i~mother 



-~ 

for wife and father for a lover in 
~~~~~~7 bed Remember the anguished 
cry of J ulian ' s wife when she sa 1V 

what had been dane i .e .mother and 
father slain by their only son , 

• ~'V 
a teelp- ike the sain t/ establishes ' a 
hospi tal in penance or the deed J 

The cancer-cutting steel . . tH3 pen 
itent aftermath 

3' 

l 
l 



TVlenty- first canticle 
4 

it is no use looki ng in the war itself 
for solutions ,causes , plans of escape . 
Its steel will only ordain a steel 
peace and steel hearts will ask for 
steel rewards fixed wages central 
heati ng lifts to the top s~eei enter 
tainments ~11~ tslevieioa with their 
promise that somewhere hearts are beat 
ing not of steel but steel is their 
source their component their benediet 
ion it is tripod dolly lens snp~opt . 
it glides on stsel it traoks it zooms l~ 
the scene is cut with shining sCissors 
in first the mind and then the studie D 

/ 

the 1945 revolution 



+ 

TWenty-second canticle 

--( 
53847 being in the memorandum of 
agreement named the first part 
hereinafter called the soldier saw 
the se90nd part hereinafter called 
the dying man ith holes in his back 
lying face do at the last gasp 

and cried without sound or tears 
at the barn door while a black 
shawled woman smaller than he by 
half mourned loudly in his place 
it being her inherited rustic duty 
to do the wake even for a stranger 

he of the first part could only 
make silent water with his eyes 
bec use he could not understand 
he did not see the connection be 
tween the love he had made not 
long since and this dying part 

he did not know that these were 
his desires his .nights exploded 
into deep blaok holes in another 
man ' s back lying stomach down in 
a barn trying an offered oigarette 
but the thin white tube swelled red 

33 

' write a deed of gift 
ith thine own blood ' 

no man ' s help no quotation of inn Ih:..... c:l'1 ~ }..Q 7 
ocence not the child he had bee ~ I 

nor mother ' s appeal noise 
CQuld resoue h · rom the clause ot 
the memorandum in whioh it as stated 
that there was a living and a dying part 



-..J. 

-'-. 

nor rescue the living part from 
his failing to understand decipher 
the place in the covenant where 
the precise relation had been set 
down confirmed and duly signed in 
his ov'Vtl!. blood h~ lST;e aesipQ.S ~ loY UA 

~ ~C1 ~rr,- \ ~lc IA. c\~ 

V\ ~ v .. ~lt. "'~~ ~ lA '00 do. i a.......\ 
~ t', i..tc. ~ ~ I 

b.- U 4;;>.'L", ~ ~+ ~ ; 
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TWenty-third Canticle 

~~~ ..... 
Venice a city settled inside a 
golden lake danced to herself, she 
talked to the Sky / to the reticent 
walls of mist that came to seal 
her off from landlocked enemies 

It only happe ed from time to 
time that along with the waters 
the refuse lapping against t he / 
patient stones / came thoughts that 
were harder t han iron more durable 

I 

but then they were laid to sleep 

a glimpse of civilisation 
is a glimpse of the pre­
steel state 

in gondolas along the flat lagoon ~ 
where no ripple tree n01 tower . ~ 
resist e& the sky, her courtsh1p/ Cow. ~ 
to brother earth her sympathy ~~ 

I 

but because of the iron thoughts 
she fired the cannon first and 
wrecked the parthenon which like 
cassino fell thus early to Q 

man 's sXcel i~ most serene ambition 

the fall of Varnice 
1796-1950 and the rise of 
M8ghera the chemical arks 



.A. 

.f... 

ten kilometres away on 
the mainland 'the poisonous 
heads of whose envenomed 
body have breathed a pest­
ilence on us all ' 



TWenty-fourth canticle 

k)c...r 
~ is love of 
of confinement imitation . Being 
squared-in· offers the maximum 
sharp angle/ most resistant frontier 
to winds, a shield to ilnagination 
a hard front to the unpredictable . 

Lven a oircle / in seeming to offer 
conoentric repetitions of itself , 
in endless ripples that might ex '"\ 
tend to infinity, is ,unsympathetio 
to the first progenttive dream of 

t..J oW" s:t:ee:! that beckoned l1~e a ltri~ 

W~ ~~~~~--~~ __ _ 
~s SSW endless 8;;l:1r~ to be con "" 1 ~ 
tined hemmed-in such as thoughts ~~ 
and kisses / hours lost in the sters 
of a lake ,at 111glrt l to give them 
aftel'5- a mark to see them by ~ 
the long un\~itten days~ternitY 

~ 

~"...) 
steel came for the unsafe / the 
unsteady of foot , the lean1ng J the 
bent who would have broken sticks 
and staves and stumbled on brick..l 
on cobble Jon imperfect stone , 

Uo-T" 
i w s the pray 

of sqqared and c 
or a moment 

ired life in 

,.:.. ~ 



-,.. 

which to settle e terms of a 
difficult jou ey to compass-read 
confer on i within safe walls 

.J~ 
the mineral ~ . ~ 

out of /-c naos of 
}ftf~~~~.:u..g.az-~.:& Qf a i~ht V\ " ~I.J 

that offered no . ~ lear:q r1 oommuniqUe~ 

the first clear decision to 
take this journey was in the 
eleventh century with the 
first appearance of what 
c e to be called the middle 
class namely the explorers 
the conceivers the ones who 
thought across the fields of 
the closed domain to the 
next town (1 e trade) 

and then to the next ocean 

and then to the next planet 

all the time more and more 
encased in steel 

the desire to explore begins 
from doubt 

the first explorations of 
l'vIex ic 0 or New spain were 
marked by an intense desire 
on the part of the settlers 
to make a closed system safe 
for the Spaniard against the 
foreigner, for the Church 
against the pope , for New 
Spain against Old Spai n 

from this first insemination 
steel America grew 

the steel mind sees life as 
things to be done 



TWenty-fifth Canticle 

steel was designed not to dissolve 
It intended a perfect projection of 
the mind neat static not given to 
the troubles stains the forgetful 
evolutions of the landscape the 
known already worked such as wood 
as rivers pryaers stone buttresses 

but steel being iron plus an alloy 
has the mineral property of having 
emerged from many untiring dissol 
utions of deep packed shelves of 
leaves and skeletal structures pro 
cessed in a design perhaps more 
complete than even manufactured 
steel and thus implacably given 
to its evolutions which lead again 
to further dissolving evolving 

like the brain too like the imagin 
ation like the nerves which have 
the mineral properties of emerging 
from sundry dissolutions over the 
millenia and will go their way 
even the perfect design the sure l£:t%.~t 
straight line too dissolves and 
crooked grows even steel the shining 
the clear the everlasting to their 
grave in new delight must emigrate 

so it happens that straight dark war 
with her aimed prject1les only curving 
to the degree entailed by curve of 
mother earth will dissolve her sharp 
her cutting stripping and blasting ob 
jectives in the shape of a twenty-year 
boy who henceforward will not raise 



his arm his voice his mind to any 
hurt So that here in order to a 
chieve the dissolving of violent 
intent a disrobing of po er a war 
has been engaged a disturbance of 
millions of children philosophers 
and populations of every colour in 
order to beget a particle of peace 



> 

Twenty-sixth canticle 

s 
so wa. provide, the oppor, unity for 
much exchange of hard p etrations 
deep experiment in the 1101ce of the 
right breeding cambin ion this being 
the n tural selectin operation in 
times of private dis ress and massive 

?4M.1' c- ~jd1sPlacement of population 

thus when s~eel cclaimed it be 
came the sine a non of the bed 
The male spear had to have a steel 
tip for its t ust to bring steel 
babies forth however deep the vound' 
the crying lesh the 11ing in the 
night Tak the lover of number 53847 
how quick she learned (in fact in 
three or our days from his depart 
ure) ch cSing at once to be what she 
could t recognise in herself namely 
a sol er no less than he She went 
from reach to breach undoing male 
dere ces claiming heavy casualties 
on e other side and like a man she 
mo ned the wounded and the dead her 
tr ste post coitum being a triste 
p st mortem much like that of 53847 

in the old days we used to say that 
iron entered a man but the steel re 
volution in its cleanliness made poss 
ible not even regret nor a modioum 

'1- ( 



of bitterness disappointment to 
bring on the state of steely quiet 
the suspended fidelity the isolation 
the apparently safe separation be 
hind gleaming fences of desire 

~ Newton was the philosopher 
of the steel revolution 

the lutheran revolution in 
Germany , the industrial 
revolution in England , the 
french revolution were 
simply three phases in the 
development of the steel 
revolution 



TWenty-seventh canticle 

a period of hospitalisation will be 
necessary in view of the pollutibn of 
t 'he air by e smBus -s1131e liettli~ tao­
Q.eS:lZQs t1oA of Qnim~ls ift millions of 
roal'1ng halls the wi thered the blast ­
shattered bowel of the earth /the corr 
upted sea /the disorientation of the 
upper atmosphere and the displace 
ment of the seasons , the broken weather 
the broken heart, the abortedJ the poi ­
soned crop the flood tHe heleea~st 

I I It-& ~k'y ~. 

/ 

newtonian dostrine 
proved poor science in 
taking no account of 
hiddne vibrations and 
radiations It tried 
to reduce life to the 
simple plane of the seen 
and the thought 

with disastrous con­
sequences when it came 
to be applied 

but revolution is only 
made possible by a 
quick corruption of the 
truth 



.1 

Only the revolution the pplication 
of dootrine i e the th ht the quest 
the journey is a dep ture from nature 
and requires the ne essary rethinking 

the instruments of battle-musio/ the 
shooting up )the hollowing out the scorch 
of .... ,"')the blasting }the chemical ith 
ering were each a string on staei' s 

} W6J 

the birth ani. devel­
opment of the idea of 
progress is precisely 
correspondent with the 
birth and development 
of steel 

under the steel revolut­
ion the Ganges, Euphrates 
and Nile peoples re 
judged to have done no 
more than languish in 
the picturesque 

war is the kernel of the 
idea of progress 

the most clamorously 
progress-believing 
peoples are the ones who 
make most ar 

war is the climax of 
progress because progress 
was a simple contract of 
war on the environment 

war is conducted in the 
air, the waters, inside 
the body, the mind 

it is a state not a 
circumstance 

progress is the achieve­
ment of total war 



-- ,,, 
manifold bow and one day would make 
a total harmonic contribution (given 
t :i til,., a !lrl the r igh t c onduc tors) to 
the production of a final and single 
instrument that would make all mus ic 
rise to one last definitive crescendo) 
c.cll j '5 cb tpuc: Ll.:ur~. I'': 1M 

\~~ ~ ,J-p~ J~J~" HIROSHI]'~ 



TWenty-eighth Canticle 

pure the aspiration straight the 
flight but a little question of 
the displacement of air the ex 
haust the pollution of conceptually 
annoying particulars such as lungs 
nertous system eardrums and other 
soft propensities were overlooked 
on the basis of a giant error corom 
itted early in the scholastic argu 
menta namely that the world was 
intellectually created grew itself 
from concepts But this was f~st 
disproved by the very minds believ 
ing it and soon it was seen that 
life is not necessarily mathemat 
ical nor infinite concepts the 
edges of finite facts and that 
the idea of a fixed creation a der 
tag on which it was all rigged 
and shipshaped into bursting action 
then launched and let slide into 
the oonsciousness was rot And 
this entails a period of hospital 
isation given the frightful gap 
between the application and the mx~ 
facts the concepts and the unoon 
ceived the given the humming the 
throbbing of the whole machine 

all the revolutions 
tributary to that of 
steel (namely the lutheran 
the industrial and the 
french) stem from the 
mediaeval schools 

the newtonian doctrine is 
a picture of life as int­
ellectual for this reasan 



the backward peoples who 
took over the ruins of the 
Roman empire ignorant even of 
the first principle of person­
al cleanliness (hence the 
plagues) needed a long 
journey of self- discovery 

their starting point was 
Golgotha 

the concept of the clock 
(i e the safe ticking off 
of the silent pool of time 
in regular beats) and the 
concept of zero or infinity 
(the silent pool itself) 
were both mental innovations 
of the mediaeval monasteries 
They ~ere the twin root of 
the steel revolution They 
were an effort to oontain 
life i nside a system of the 
mind i e a schedule It was 
demanded by the organistlon 
of religious lif'e into 
communi ty farms eli' 1;5 A r 11fZ at 
tz:J Ii 1 Ft Ia I 121 I.E' fit! e.m The 
monks gathered together 
against the darkness of the 
age (and the barbarian dark­
ness inside themselves) 

Thus the steel revolution--­
through all its later 
schedule-tightening conVUl­
sions Whether lutheran 
industrial or jacob1n---
was always and exclusively 
a theological matter 



TWenty-ninth Canticle 

you can guard against the dis 
ruption of seasons by means of 
central heating insulated fur 
lined boots electric blankets 
double windows fitted carpets 
sunray lamps pickmeups sauna 
baths massages and also air ean 
dition1ng far the sudden su ~ ~k 
day in heart of autunm not to 
mention the frost in the dog 
days But plants require sure 
1y many years of indoctrination 
technical guidance gentle a 
ssistance in understanding the 
nature of our epoch in which 
astonished they find themselves 
preparing in dark Winter earth 
the sap the root for peeping e 
mergence in spring and high per 
formance in summer without ~ ~~ 
seasons being ~ . there . 
having only the poor and insuff 
icient guidance of many millenia 
behind them the tecrmical assist 

hiroshima exploded history 
To try to collect up the 
bits into ona order suggest­
ing forethought nd control 
became rdiciculous 

the disturbanoe of radioj­
active balanoe means the 
disturbance of all natural 
processes 



ance of only stars the moon the 
raging sun and timely irrigations 
made by rain and blind mineral 
ec tivi ty and busy worms and winds 
tha t prune decay inseminate L ~w 

.~ ? 
G.et- ~ (.....c;> '-\) c.1"c. "")"" ~ 1 t.u c-J • 
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in the old- style weather 
Italy was t he balanced zane 
between the harsh sahara 
oven and the cold Atlantic 
Rome (an Etruscan site) was 
once said to be the ApB fee~ 
choice man ever made for a 
city given its position 
between the mountains and 
the sea The Italian sun 
used to rise like a gong in 
the sky and remain steady 
iii it 6Ine ;1., Its steadin­
ess gave rise to an arrog­
ance of flesh among the 
pe ople which i t is hard to 
imagine now ' hen the old­
style balance collfl:gsed 
the 1:1edi terranean fulcrum 
disappeared and Italian 
weather became as unpred­
ictable ~s any notth of the 
Alps nd Italy became a 
northern country in all 
senses La tini ty became 
an anachronism 

when the possibility of 
sound health ceased Italy 
ceased 

Italians say tprosperity 
has brought us anguish ' 
The steel revolution gives 
first the sugar and the 
sheen and then the bitter 
core 

(n b the communist revolut~ 
ion is the steel revolution 
enac ted suddenly and w ry 
late in a feudal society) 



.l. 
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for a time America was 
the sugar and the sheen 
for many millions inside 
and outside the American 
continent 

alone with two thieves he 
hung Dur ing the night 
the thieves understood 
him 



Thirtieth canticle 

nations make music Ileaf'"56 
in-m8RY plaeeo sing The 
withered vine the cactu~ 
burned by c old/. the olive 
nipped in the flower their 
music make . So let despond 
ancy not dim your tune . Be 
not overruled by these our 
multiple deaths / demise or 
ehemieal iflitiatiYe in the 
-aelviBg poot-·the smile FC7r 
orchestras will ring despite 
the fall Surcease of sap 
cannot stop their song but 
rather make new harmonies 

~( 

the steel revolution has 
cheated todayts child of 
place Hene e his burning 
resenement which can find 
no words 

the steel revolution was an 
assault on belonging 



~-

Thirty-first canticle 

but in steel we are dealing not 
with the hard square angled as 
it seems at first Not with the 
neat original scheme by which 
the wild heart aimed to be struct 
ured kept confined dependable 

steel was not only a dream to 
render finite that which threat 
ened to escape beyond the due 
measure or rather the measureable 
Steel aimed to extend to break 
beyond the place the hot centre 
confined circle the home the birth 
the death the daily sound of 
work the expected and the accepted 
the purring silences of truth 
by explosion thrust establishment 
of intricate bodies f r higher 
than the eye co uld hope or the 
mind contain or wild heart love 

i e the steel revolution 
like all r evolut ions was 
a crude statement of some­
thing that later looked 
very much like its opp­
osite (rather as the 
french revolution claimed 
democracy and established 
a. class) 

steel was what tore up 



the old apparently for 
a new fixed order but in 
fact for the denial of 
symmetry 

the steel revolution was a 
reorganisation of the 
nervous system i e we can 
now stand much greater 
speeds changes of climate 
situation friend or home 
than any previous creature 
We are not vitole as they 
We ,are not truly made 
--e have S imply grown this 
layer e have come this 
far to reach where the 
Chinese were three thous­
and years ago 



Thirty-second C nticle 

the man of steel sees the past 
as a successive climbing to the 
final realisation of a now static 
i ' always improving kingdom of 
steel scalpels engines clever 
computers pills to bring off and 
put on not to say revolvers He 
prides himself on an unflinching 
reaction to anything new prov 
ided it is of a steel that is 
clearly structured nature and not 
invisible magnetic non spatial 
immeasureable for the cool mind 

the famous disgust of the steel 
man towards his ov~ odours not 
to. say his love slime was nothing 
but a criticism he was making of 
his o~ barbario state and there 
fore a rise fram it He was shedd 
ing the body escaping its grip 

the steel man derives 
great comfort i f not erotic 
eXUltation from aocelerat­
ion Hence his willing in­
carceration in the auto­
mobile and his pride in its 
silentt transformations 
window-slidings hushed 
spurts at the touoh of a 
digit 

thus the puritan revolution 
(which created America as a 
steel dream) was the essenCE 
of the st eel revolution 
The puritan revolution in 
England caused the indust­
rial revolution there just 
over a century later It 
was the adoption of the 
steam engine that won the 
American states their indep. 
endence and their victory 
against the south 

the so-called dark age 
foll~ ing the breakup of 



the steel man saw steel 
forms as the unfolding 
of long historical pro 
cesses making us the 
crown of achievement in 
what might be called his 
sleepwalk of hegelian ism 

the Roman cities nd their 
middle class and their gods 
and their memory of Greece 
never opened at any stage 
into light 

some further dark ages: 
transpired t no point 
was a christian civilisation 
achieved 

everything from the spinning 
jenny to the moonf.Light is 
the barbarian's idea of 
glamour 

all his enterprises have 
been cloaked military oper­
ations inoluding TV films 
the loudspeaker 

if there has been any hegel­
ian or unfolding historical 
theme in our past it was the 
gradual enrolment of every 
creature no matter what his 
village enclave club in the 
world military enterprise 
of the last two thousand 
years 

those men most hegelian i e 
most fixed in the illusion 
of progress become the 
cruellest war leaders (the 
german torch passed into 
american hands via the 
british empire) 



far from light having 
grown over the centuries 
from a dark beginning 
there was at first a Greek 
light of Mesopatamian 
origin (which was in turn 
of Indian origin ) ~hich 
shone in the deserts of 
the Thebaid (paul , Antony, 
pachomius) and then seemed 
smaller and smaller as the 
darkness of the next two 
thousand years grew round 
it A religion in Christ's 
name has not yet been mooted 
let alone a civilisation 
been based on 1 t 

history i e development in 
time was therefore our idea 
(eubedded in our 'civilis ­
ation t ) 

the word christian cannot 
describe a civilisation 
because it means war 

Christ defined this in his 
' I bring not 1fvhat y.ou ssume 
to be peace but th~~word~' 

period of high fever sweats 
out our poisons 

in the east flu is called 
the cleansing disease It 
attacks most frequently those 
sunk in self-indulgence 
They require ~ fever to shed 
their poisons That was true 
of the barbarians who took 
over the Roman aapire That 
is the r eason for the steel 
revolution 

flu is one of the many 



the steel man saw camection 
only in terms of the system 
of his senses I e to be real 
a thing had to be seen touohed 

the soientists thus superseded 
(to his astonishment) the steel 
man locked in a visionary yet 
no less false version of self 

the steel man taking fright 
at himself undoes the hardness 
thus achieving a hitherto un 
surpassed compassion calm 

private or fleshly aspects of 
Christ's 'sword' 

'science' merges into an 
exploration of the non-sensual 
areas 

pageant science 1 e the moon­
flight is that craved by the 
steel man 

moonflight is moonfright 

the adoption of long hair and 
loose clothes may mark the C on­
version o~ the steel man Shortj 
is the Roman model imitated by 
those disposed to the mili tary 
version of life 

in the eighteenth century vast 
wigs were mounted on natural 
hair to signify the abundance 
of feeling before it was out 
short by the steel revolution 
in its final stages 

the barber often finis himself 
in an attitude of vengefulness 
towards the hair under his comm­
and 

the more reactionary t he society 
the more the barber identifies 
himself with his steel 



the first steel men the steel 
dreaIl1ers were the weak diseas9-
prone areas of our body devising 
a protec ,tive system for their 
survival 

ithout mines air-polluting 
railways cars factories planes 
without nervous tension wars 
costing millions of deaths 
bombs d1spa61ng of entire 
populations christianity would 
not have survived 

1ndustr1alisatia& as the first 
clear panic measure of survival 

the Church brought in its 
plainly mi~ltary arm (the 
J~uits, organised under a 
'general f ) at a time when the 
collapse was imminent The 
period coincided with the first 
eXplorations ot the Americas 
which were an aspect of indust­
rialisation 1 e the mobilisation 
of resources for war 

n b that the industrial revol­
ution took place in England as 
part of a desperate attempt to 
escape tpe consequences of the 
war-blo~de against Napoleon 
She had to produce jer O\VD goods 

11 such advances being aspects 
of war, whether industrial 
tecbnological or scie~t1f1c, 
take place by means of and 
thr,ough war alone 



Thirty-third Canticle 

it would be a mistake to assume 
that the steel m.en were the equiv 
alent of or identical with or a 
simple definition of the middle 
class Certainly they were its 
leading lights but armies of sim 
ple people not given to steel 
thinking ere prone to their bland 
ishments in the form of black 
mines eighteen-hour days and the 
swea ting of children They say 
that men and women copulated willy 
nilly in the mines as the mood 
took them thus showing a choioe a 
predilection for barbarism per 
haps the steel revolution was more 
a mass affair than we think a 
populative clamour for same revenge 
on the healthy body on history 

peasants in their thousands 
and the~ millions became 
scheduled workers supply­
ing so to speak the choreo­
graphy required by the 
steel men i e no languish­
ing in silent unfolding 
fields but people moving 
like clookwork 

it is often said that the jews 
showed little resistance in the 
oampl of ~he last war that ~t~e~_. __ .~ 
could easlly have t~-·-crnthel.r )~~ 
guards being m~ again t an ~'"'< 
armed handful But given a certain 
implacable ohoice it may be bet 
tar to choose death This may 
have been a decision on behalf 
of purity It may have been the 
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answer of the animal caged who 
will not mate or run because 
he knows he is not one but all 

in the same way the chosen 
people of the east i e the indians 
might choose their deaih 

the agreement to become a 
working class implies an 
agreement to further the 
steel decision i e the 
steel revolution was a 
universal movement 

the jews ohose not only 
death by gas but also 
hitler 



Thisty-tourth canticle 

the war that suddenly 5384'7 
found before him was surely I 
am saying his o~ life explod 
ing The puff of choking cordite 
the quick probing action of the 
shell and then the scream were 
only the unfolding of that which 
he as wit~1n Yet he did not 
know nor approve nor participate 

for we are the people wno enact 
what we already are inside in 
order to become for other mill 
ions an opposite enactment 

in becoming suddenly a war numb 
er bereft of his girl home pros 
pects of all sign of a past of 
c~nnections even of mother 's 
love our 53847 was doing none oth 
ar than passing into his identity 

sucn is the irony of the 
christian doctrine of 
progress, derived from a 
popularisation of the Hebrew 
idea of a divinely appointed 
people, that after nearly 
2000 years we are reaching 
an appreciation of indian 
music , namely the oldest 
musical forms in existence 

We are shedding the illusion 
of you and I The steel men 
were the creators of you and 
I in order to achieve one 
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the barbed wiDe the shuffling 
at night as a reces party passed 
the stifled cry of someone not 
even fighting were the steel pro 
j ec t ions of the f igh t he had 1nsi de 

to take an example One day be 
fore he ever dreamed he might 
be taking the pin out of a hand g~DU» 
grenade and throwing it he sat 
With h1s girl on a summer evening 
talking about how they had reached 
a surfeit and must perhaps some 
times admit a desire for someone 
else At which she showed a flinch 
lng surprise Not many weeks had 
passed when she returned to hi 
shame eyed and said she had lain 
all night on a bed in the nude 
with a boy not himself d from 
that moment the love he Wished the 
gir1 he ished the bed he wished 
v ere d:> ne to death the y were no 
more nd as he not the oause? 
had he not asked her to do what 
he perhaps could never bring him 
self to do but insisted must be 
done as macbeth did but lett the 
deed to his wife? And is it not 
the same i th war? Could it not 
be that structures of steel of which 
he dis, proved and which indeed 
were cutting him inside had still 
to reach their zenith in his blood? 
Could it not be that while he 
asked for love he ~ad it1not at all? 

in which case the war was already 
there One might ev~n say each 
young man :bo his 0 m devastation 

some to sleepless nights some to 
bile some to extermination in camps 

unified experience 1 e they 
refined the You and I to the 
fine pOint where it no longer 
clung t o place but made a 
common life the vorld over 
It was a brutal and primitive 
version of the eastern pract­
ice of detachment 

the manifold steel revol­
ution lies already in the 
unknowing child 



the child wakes to various 
unexpected shocks accord­
ing to the role he has 
chosen 

he chooses his period his 
function as the pollen 
chooses the flower 

it is no good looking far 
'my' or 'his' free will 
because free will is exer­
cised by that in us which 
is not you or I It does 
not speak or logic chop 
It transpires 



Thirty-fifth Canticle 

translated into steel terras 
53847 t s words to his girl 
were a destruction of place 
They asked far a consideration 
of all human beings in whatever 
home as the objects of desire 
in hatever other human beings 
thus removing the question of 
fidelity from one arena home 
locality The matter of desire 
was thus transferred from his 
and hers to all of ours And 
limitless oonstructions shining 
i nfinite had won And steel­
supported roads that ran from 
to n to town were running also 
in him And one plaoe one girl 
one sure fide11ty was now a prison 

r:t he has unknow* 1ngly 
uttered the terms of the 
steel revolution who e 
rational publicity he 
would reject 

steel structures imply sex 
freedom 

homosexuality being disgust 
of (1 e self-identification 
With) the woman ' s softness 
is a transference of the 
steel revolution to the 
sex organs 

all this is ~ attempt to 
dissolve sex difference and 
rise froDl the barbarian 
desire for assault 



so he left himself with only 
a photograph of the girl which 
he looked at every day to the 
tune of the guns unt i1 it be 
came exactly what it was i e 
a steel idea conveyed by black 
and white dots He glanced at 
it in bivouacs at night when 
screams had died Until her 
face was gone and all he saw 
was spots 1 e a steel memento 

He now could concentrate on 
war which was his metier 
On screams that seemed to be 
his 0 nd many times he 
passed the body of a boy and 
thought ~uppose that he is me 
and death translateF me from 
this me to other mes for ever 

nd home and kiss and warm 
place died only because they 
were where he could belong 
For all the revolution in him 
said you have no place to lay 
your head no face to recognise 

collapse and rise are sim­
ultaneous The coll pse of 
the Roman empire was the 
rise of the Christian empire 
These historian's definitions 
have to be unravelled, with 
their tendency to hegelian 
diagnosis 

the melting of sexes was to 
be seen during Rome's fall 
as during Constantinople 's 
as dur~ Venicate ('the men 
ar e \\0 men, i:the women men I and 
both are monkeysf_--Gozz1, 
of the last Venice) 

they were parts of the same 
sexual decision I e the 
christian world must also 
slowly groom its women to 
be sacred (not simply to be 
described as sacred as in 
chivalry) 



every flash of bayonet every 
blast announoed the same to 
him that never must he pause 
or lay his head for here was 
no seauri ty no wele ome home 

indeed the meaning of every 
whizz1ng car the whistle of 
airbuses overhead the flicker 
of screens is you do not belong 

i e we do not belong on'the ' 
earth And the steel revolut­
ion was one of many convulsions 
to tear us from the illusion 
of settling down even waile 
it seemed with its permanent 
steel structures to offer a 
security of tenure as never 
before 

the ~eath (life) is only a 
medidffi, a way of expressing 
it Christ 's ay of putting 
this was a Hebrew way ('hate 
your mother and father') 
designed to shake the people 
from a slough of family 

thus the steel structures were 
to give us a temporary supp­
prt during' our first flight ' 
from place , from the hot bar­
barian desire to put down 
roots They prevented us fr ·om 
succumbing to panic in the 
first uncertain moments of 
lOSing a home And they were 
the means by which we lost a 
home 

To put it in Sumerian terms, 
the steel structures were 
acijieved by Enkadu the man , 
unaware that Golgemesh the 
half-divine was behind h1m, 
wai ting to reap the fruits 

i e oars etc being emanations 
of steel 



Thirty-sixth canticle 

one of the ironies is that all 
these endeavours setbacks sur 
v1vals explosive fates add up 
to no golden age nor the achieve 
ment for any whole people or 
time or global state of what 
might be called imperishable 
grace It may happen far one 
man ot'" ten or half to on eand 
all to a million It may come 
now for an instant or dela~ 
thousand years It may reach 
what seems a climax only to 
instantly fall It may be seen 
for less than a moment or the 
whole of a life And what for 
us is a million deaths may be 
a subscription to something we 
cannot see but which another 
may inherit Which is to say 
the t in what ever time or plec e 
whatever circumstance the sub 
scription whether of life or 
death is always to various 
flo erings of a waole body un 
divided into one or two or 
here and now Jhich is to say 
again that you and I are not 

Nevertheless sorne movements 
are discernible though not 
in a graph of getting bet 
ter or falling into worse 

war settles on each area as 
the steel revolution is re­
quired by peoples to burst 
upon them and exploae their 
past Hence its appearance 



in varying degrees in the 
east 

where i t does not appear the 
people have no need of- it 

the war has various forms 
from the use of high explos­
ive and the jet flame to the 
working of gears and the 
manipulation of knobs The 
war thus presses home. the 
terms of the steel revolut­
ion each moment of the day 

the war in its manifold 
forms shocks the people out 
of the sense of bel ong irg: to 
anyone place 

as the automobile drives the 
jetcraft flies so the TV 
picture refers us to other 
places other times always as 
pictures dissolving into 
others cut into others 

we are in every way trans­
ported 



.• 

Thirty- seventh cantiole 

he found hen his war was 
over that peace t come . 

I ~U". 
~ 

y times 'he dreamed it 
then it ceased ~ &ed-~ 

Once CJO klngs came 
to his bla tent They 
told him his business with 
the women giggling behind 
veils outside Then horses 
twice the size of a child 

belief in onself as the 
olimax-society of histo~ 
and in advance of the p~t 
is the barbarian ' s failure 
to penetrate beyond him-
self It coincides with the 
infliotion of war on undefend­
ed peoples and the oruellest 
revenges The barbarian ' s 
difficulty in penetrating 
beyond his own hot self 
creates a strong: sense in him 
of 'other ' people as separable 
and by impl\~ation inferior 
' Jill men ar~lislands f is the 
height of the barbarian 
philosophy 

the barbarian and the half­
divine present the tension 
of h1story by their struggle 
with eaoh other (inside the 
same man) Enkadu and Gol­
gemesh 



came steaming from their 
walk and russet red And 
another time it came in 
a city by the sea with 
blinds against the sun 
And then it was a man a 
lone in his room And then 
a girl on a hill in the 
evening nd very still 

and so it wove in and out 
of space and time Which are 
not fixtures at ioali!r but 
little veils to be dravm a 
side if so it takes the will ' 

'70 

the barbarian is engulfed 
by the hot demands of his 
own nature and these may 
convince hi that he is a 
man of control and even of 
civilisation 

ttila the hun never hesit­
ated He swore that wherever 
his horse trod the grass 
would never grow again He 
could not afford to hesit~ 
ate because of the power of 
his own fears 

history is an attempt to 
systematise the past as if 
we had no other place but 
here 

civilisation equals no 
history 

history is a glancing back 
and forward in the act of 
building vhen the building 
is done ~hat-we- re replaces 
what- we-have-done and what­
we-shall-do 



Thirty-eighth canticle 

53847 was transported thome t 

after the war but did not 
recognise it because plaoe 
had died in him He saw the 
faces he knew but the motor 
centre of home in himself 
was gene 

not that his own home had 
been blovn sky high It 
nearly had The effect would 
have been the same The loss 

. of home Was no less among 
those who returned home to 
unscathed streets Bombs 
had exploded in people The 
external bombs were only 
the outer realisation of the 
inner dec 1sion 



Not mist these are 
fumes Thi s not the 
earth but battle 
f~d Var has moved 
to organs btissues 
air the waters 

anachronistic the 
bombs the screams of 
women ' lar is now 
~c ret ions I:t­
~ges in the -cell 

these are smokes of fear the 

bombs ere the steel revolut­
ion blowing out the last re­
doubts of intimacy place 

(we remember how the streets 
used to be hot with belonging 
NoVJ they must be painted 
planted with trees given vistas 
~V e dian t t see them before 
ITe were simply in them This is 
how the most unsightly slums 
were loved) 

always r

le
eembering that the 

objectiv of christianity was 
not to c eate a civilisation 
Indeed that could never have 
c Oille wi thin its s:; ope gi van 
the hordes it had to educate 
from barren savagery 

Christ controlled the e uc­
etion so to speak His og~eot4 
ive was never pockets of civ­
ilisation but a worldwide 
presentation of the most 
anc i ent thought , more anc i en t 
than Judah This came to him 
via Greece Ie travelled along 
trade routes from the east to 
the Mediterranean The Jews 
were its vehicle to the Roman 
empire 



thunders of engines of dis ...,f~ 
turbed thought ~ese~ ~l(\" 
brations are a~at ~c..c.. 

t d e-'-' ac ion The orowde 0 amings 
and goings exchanges at 
airports s s 

~ clocks pressure 
v s are us heaving us 
asteam with hot concern 

what diseases whaL-----~ / 
plagues 1ri1fe --a--rand 
scape they unfold 
V he t disasters 
End of message 



Thirtl-ninth canticle 

() 
~ I<'~~ 

> he has prov d ~ she is 
light by dy g . So many 

war is the struggle to 
eliminat e as in vomiting 
or diarrhea 

times she d,-...d:;;..... =::iB~~a;....::::~~~.--...~~ 
stream on an ~ ~~.~.~~~·~~d~~~~~~~~ has she been How th~- _ 
mother weaves in and out 
of death unveils her 
self. Ho like a waking 
and an incubatory sleep 
it is . How we can see 
~er ihen we close our. 

ouch her in our sleep . 
ow all she is how 

mother .. How white a ~'" ~\.. LN1' 
million times , How bo~--\.....P~ 5""'" 
she is h . g -
c om~te ow light 
she knows how jjo h e. "" __ --r:;~ 

O OIlre!iow s ilent . 



f 

Fortieth canticle 

Maving lost his place he 
began to look for it 
knowing that this was ' ,&H- \/ ... ylr 
de He looked in I 
faces familiar places 
but nothing transpired to 
teach him who he as 
Even mother and father 
were now remote Knowing 
that enjoyment is a 
sign of belonging he tried 
to enjoy but not belong 
ing ywhere he couldn't 

~he tried to talk to wal 
but strange looks His 
talk 'I s his walk un 
stead His other g zed 
at h ' but cold not find. 
her on 
+v ~ ~~ .~_~~ 

"'-, 

) 
53847 'whom the Lord loveth 
he chasteneth' 

his nevervh ving belonged was 
a fact blown into ·hlm by war 
1· er w s the first drastic step 
to understanding that his not 
belonging was, far from being 
an uncanny state the mirror 
of truth ~ 



Forty-first canticle 

for five years or mor 
looked in the face 0 an 
other and did not f' d his 
wif a Looked f or other 
and another but d d not see 
that the origins premise 
of which 'anoth rt was the 
supposed varia ion had been 
lacking Like a man who 
never having ad a horse 
w s looking 'another one' 

unted for muoh 
and looking in faces 

he ten ad to cast back 
glanoe to the tima .. hen 
'she' had been t here And 
all e remembered of the 
orig nal lshe'was a series 
of teal-evoked black 
dot an an ageing piec e 
of paper kept in the int 
ar sta of extra preserv 
a ion in the leaves of a 

ook and not any longer 
n a pocket over his 

sol diar ' s hear t 'She t 

the key began to turn in the 
lock wnen he realised after 
many S101 steps that indeed 
he and not supposed implac­
able forces outside had beam 
making his life i e he had 
to abolish the archetypes 
which the barbarian imagin­
atioh establishes outsid 
itself and then bows down to 



was perhaps the nearest 
to the original premise 
of wife that his imagi 
ation aoul·d get So h· 
tired mind adopted h r 
Thus he found himse f 
looking into other faces 
for the presenc e f black 
steel-engendere dots 
~nd naturally nce his 
methods of ch osing were 
mad his choi e was mad 
too and he anded him 
self ith any clumsy 
bed situ ions and no wife 

and when he found her 
he knew s was not 
here or ~e but every 
where a d not a dot 

,I 

i e he was now free to act 
because outside life had no 
existence independent of htm 
J. nd dethroning outside life 
was a step to dethroning inside 
life He came to kno that his 
area of action or freedom was 
not outside or inside or any­
where It Was simply where he 
did not belong (1 e freedom 
was not in space and tine/ 
number/identity) 

the archetypal figure of 
' other ' people began to 
collapse 



Forty- second Canticle 

'the soldiers have gone home s~~DJJ-( 
Rejected ~ 

ample50f shining valour Medals t~ ~~ 
away in g ed 
the remin1sceni'ces with their thrilling 
tribal suggestion or the speeoh by the 
em~nent captain 

The smiles of boys 
won wars A tint of hair could be de 
cis ive How the general moved his 
shoulders when he had a hunch 
signallJ victory J. Arid men sat singing 
in the dark 

demolition for peaceful pur 
poses crop- spraying even the firing 
of contaminated areas in the case of 
cattle disease etc 

~o put up your swords your 
hard revenges othing now but shining 
steel will meet your victory 

So many have we lost on the flay 
Each death each cry 1s part of my 
anatomy Ho~ bland has been the murder 

and hov unpauslngly the ar turns to 
fields Look how she passes in 

~~\.-l 

JJt...,,). 



the street a disc of 
J.ri 1Ie! as ~ where she has murdered 
a chllde hordes that pour past 
have each a murder under the careless 
hair 0 many knives have twisted 
in the night so sure has been the 
slide of steel the gleaming surgeon's 
eye that stays the kicking child 

blessed is the woman ~ho has 
never Long is the path of the 
one who has ever For she has 
cut herself You did not knife 
another in the dark it as 
yourself No wonder that you 
cry Some flowers have drifted 
sullenly do with the falling 
of night in the body in the 
womb and these are for you 

darkness has fallen in the 
passages No torches gleam 
No glad forragers no ex 
panding of soft walls 
candle spits Some murder1 
hait- been done ' ilence has 
fallen on the cave and 
these mothers wi ll not 

the murderesses are vouchsafed 
automobiles and when they 
i reathe out it is exhaust gas 

the clim x of the steel 
revolution lies in the 
abortion centre here the 
young c ammitt their 
first act of premeditated 
murder which prepares 
them for the bigger acts 
of war 

the divine mother will 
not bring forth in con­
ditions of captivity 
She theref are chooses 
war (techincal develop­
ment) as her means of 
escape 



click goes the cattle gun slit 
goes the knife c1 tter goes the 
pulley and the blood flows down 
the gutters The aIls have heard 
such shouts They hang by hooks 
The enter by night and 
by orning are divided Such 
multitudes have been seen Their 
ghosts live up the hill in #U)1 i 

the flesh is in such turmoil Its 
sex erupts in meteors that fly 

the use of the knife and 
the renunciation of the 
knife are close by a 
heir ' s breadth (the surgeon 
is a man of nightm es) 
Henry Vlll ' s protestant 
revolution provoked a long 
outburst of poetry in ' 
Eland Napoleon's revol­
ution provoked the same in 
France 

in the eyes of tar the 
sun god there was only one 
crime---cook1ng dead flesh 

the daily extermination of 
animals is the var visited 
on other oreatures Thus 
they too are drawn into 
the struggle They are not 
simply edible bystanders 

the fear of the murdered 
becomes the fear of its 
eater The anger of the 
murdered the anger of its 
eater The assault on the 
murdered the assault on ~ 
~ eater (t the moment 
of a aughter the animal ' s 
terror is said to seorete 
a poison or acid into the 
system This becomes the 
poiSon of the eater) 



.. 

A..)~ 
a~ the sky The heart beats 
fitfully in winds in drifts 
tak · hole cities bladders livers 
with them There is a at te of 
fever in the hills The patient 
landscape trembles to the point 
of magnetic attraction Depend 
ent corpuscular populations un 
accountably die off · 6T ~ as 
unaccountably do away with them 
selves Night and day an~ oft 
and hard and growing and dying 
and laughing ' are all mixed up 
And Em:tirely uther forms such 
as only the stars uld tell 
are lurking in the smiling dark 

the visible is an end-or­
the-line product of the 
inVisible 

nature disasters and body 
disasters are the same 

the earth is equally ith 
ourslves a hospital case in 
dire stress 

the believers in the visible 
are victims of tunaccountabl t 
disease 

dise se is a great or small 
attempt at suicide 

smoking , drinking , over­
sexuality, speeding , drug­
taking , night-wakefUlness 
are extensional diseases 
(1 e outSide ' props are 
gently or harshly engaged 
to fulfil suicide) The 
non-extensional disease 
often co ntraoted a a 
result of these extensional 
one s is carefully separa ted 
by the mind fran its cause 
(is 'unaccountable') 

suicide is a savage haste 
r or the divine wi t hout 
ac quaint nee, with it 

t he voice of agnostic'lsm 
is the engine 



.( 

Forty-third canticle 

take flies settling on an 
arsenic-impregnated pad 
They will mate a sec ond be 
fore dying in order to a 
chieve security not progeny 

death-sex is the music of 
ar 'here halls ~here at 

mospheres ring with death 
sex becomes remedial and 
gives rise to anger and then 
more remed1al sex in e er 
darken1ng spirals to espair 

hence e have the disarming 
contradiction much felt by 
begtnners that the practise 
of sex draws love inch by i nch 
to where she languishes and dies 
and will not longer recognise 

\ . 

the use of sex for the dis­
burdenraent of sorrow leads 
to further sorro It arises 
from the mistake that we 
belong: here 

sex is coneonant with mad­
ness but love is not 



Forty- fourth Canticle 

it \ 111 never be sald of bird 
tha~ She failed in a artlcul r 
H~ecking wil e perfeot h~ 
hopl . originally endowed ~ ~~) <t-~ 
~ orm 1111 ' slide the same in 
e ch millenial field nd~he will ~ 
~ from the selfsame tree that ~ 
ever hugged I ith shade Df:;r SObg 

~~ ~ 

It ~ 
will not be said that what ~e ~ ~ 
tunes hu song by can be ~ ~ 
what ,She hops by can be informed 

absent to ~ is the present voice 
that in -fRL sings ~bsent is 
the wire inside h~ claw ~ a 
sent is the figure inside e gloom 
that makes ~sing and touches 
leaf to make the warming fire~ 

everything of a technical 
character has the same 
function---of telling the 
story of the vorld as if 
it were the only place 
Heaven and hell are further 
extensions of this idea/"~ 
on a pre-steel level 

the suicide's conviction 
that 1 if e is r 19h tat the 
bottom drab is a recogn­
ition of the fact that we 
do not belong here, wi th-
out the wherewmth 1 to 



~ 

~t ill not be said that any 
thing of h~ is hUD that song 
that claw, that peck : that pounce 
belong, to h"- Never» ill it 
be said that ) he is present to 
hWiSelf ~ owner of h4!S gifts 
Or that the gloom of the leaves 
that holds hU-" song is here.>he 
only belongs and always rests 

realise it in experience 
Hence the need for tech~cal 
assistance 

the yawning suburbs of the 
Thirties, fat with ' reality ', 
produced their suburban 
Beelzebub in hitler He 
was simply their alter ego 
The mi ddle class fN erywhere 
simply carried out in bed 
and behind looked doars 
what he announced publicly 
The jews were reviled a 
million times over, and they 
reviled ther~elves a million 
time's over, before hi tIer 
put it into poli~ic al lan­
guage 

the homosexuality and herm­
aphotditism that mark periods 
of great friction of ideas 
are a withholding of love on 
t he sexual plane b ecru. s e the 
race is held up so to speak 
in its progenitive deCisions 

the drwU(ard will see others 
as drunk, the sick man may 
suffer the same triok of 
sight, and the homosexual 
sees the heterosexual as a 
'potential' or 'suppressed' 
homosexual He sees the 
heterosexual as suffering: 
the woman 's constant demand 
for servicing while yearning 
for the freedom of loving 
no one 

the armies of homosexuals 



are the eunuchs of God 
forming up They mark a 
new turn of religion 

like~4se a suicide is the 
urgen t need for al. other 
body 

The idea that the universe 
is dark and c old and. empty 
is barbarism defined 
Hence barbarism entered ' 
the first christian theo­
logy after the desert 
fathers in this form It 
entered in order to elim­
inate itself , orking 
through the system like a 
poison until violent vom­
iting took place in the 
form of the nineteenth 
century (i e the disrupt­
ion of local life every-
here by the creation of 

Vlorld markets) 

oivilisation is the inher­
itance by great numbers 
of the opposite idea 

by its study of a tt~obbing 
and alive universe (1 e 
radiation and vibration) 
scien~e will now complete 
the prooess of elimination 
in the last redoubts of 
the s teal mind 



~ 
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Forty-fifth Cantiole 

~ ~sa him throb like 
v aves like wi ings $He 
said hullo to one~he 
had not seen before 
but was himself 

He saw how 
he had killed himself 
had fired his bullets 
in his selfsame face 
had died himself and 
in the field lay talk 

one whose dre 
and was older 

all life had been bad 
than 5384; decided one 

53847 

we choose the kind of sheath 
which will serve our slow or 
quick purpose Think of all 
the millions of c'a oices from 
mineral to vegetable 

the steel revolution, in­
volving over the centuries 
long religi~us wars and 
civil massacre and the ruin 
of the young by work/ persecut­
ion/famine not to mention 
the .di sruption of the pro­
genitive prooess in animal 
vegetable and mineral , 
was the equivalent of a 
thought in a room 



night in his trench to c eSn his bed 

k K:..,'/I A:. ~ ~ loll V' 

{vv' d:u: 
of its wife's lovers by estroying an 
enemy The night was sil nt damp and 
the enemy too He needed to remove a 
man who had entered his ed that night 
and any man would do Th hated one 
never has a name and his face and his 
limbs are anyonefs The orning papers 
that reached the front t e crackling 
radio were loud each day declaring the 
offioial enemy arranged to last for 
the length of the war a d quiet the 
worms that each man had in his head 
or his bed by rationing out one common 
enemy He drank as muc scotch as the 
bottle held and sat 10 king at his 
nails by the light of candle breathing 
hard his men all round him knoving that 
his enemy in this cas a youth of twenty 
or so with frightened blond eyes was on 
the other side behind a ~uickfiring gun 
Now this young man bind the gun Vias 
not quite sure of hi hate and only 
half bel ieved in the t ' enemy's existence 
on the other side B t when the bad 
dreamer jumped to h s feet and called 
to his menn to f 0110 him he knew that 
the enemy as there He.- saw him suddenly 
swaying screaming a ross the night in 
front and pulled t e sdmple trigger in 
his hand and to hi amazement fear the 
night clattered wi h armament and the 
shado~ fell with a gasp in the middle of 
the field and his roam had not followed 
They threw the em ty bottleot scotch 
a ay and phoned t the rear# for another 
officer This is ow a dream can lead 
straight to its ulfilment In this case 
the enemy~!_ de troyed precisely as 
proruised ~~ t e enemy .. was Ri~) elf 

.... _s------ .-


