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First Cant1c!t!. 

(a) 

the queen 

from the reservoir otnig.ht a 
girl awakes (~have moved 
across the sJq my hooves on 
the clouds In l1ght I van 
ish Must stretoh to g'et/$pe~dl 
take t (alarm clock tar seven)) 

2.. 

') 

In first love he or she is 
looking throu~h the face of the 
other and beyond the symbols 
of agnosticism scattered about 
the oity in the form ot halsas 
oars alarm clockS 

bains 1n love is an exClusive­
ly ohristian statG The modern 
olty 9s walls ot secure steel 
are dreamed away in this state 
at ecatasy whiCh is naver re­
peated in cp1ta the sama term 
because 1 t 1s in the nature ot 

. a revelation 

at this time osha t 1s a student 
powerful incubatory growth 
takes plaoe in her at ntght 
Her present role is to be in 
love wi tb. him 



(r' 

treserv~1r ot night ,retum to, 
night "Promise to move-me acrO$s '! 

the sky again King help me set" 
a.nd spend today tor tonight I 
con:e baak She promises t~t9 

hane· again/'ln' lov,ev/the re _ ~1· 
- sarvo1r of night is punctual black 

(~) 

the king 

he on the other hand finds 
only in light his meaning 
Hls worship yawns awake 

his light· 11es tn train w~ 
dews dusty leat an bright 
briok vam, getting Closer' 

newspaper rustle1S for him 
the musi0 of getting/spending 

a number 17 steel gel lights 
the stage of lite tar ~1m at 
waterloo statlC1l It is cur 
tainr1$e as he emerg as from 
the 7.32 otonight I shall' 

he and she drink elbo\\'S on 
the olouds She waits to be 
queen ot the night but his to 
deum iEf the Ola~ter"and the -t 

4 t~av is a 0 omputer clerk not' 
yet nineteen 

(or what the philosophers 
used to call 1nmanent) 

(a number 1'1 spot creates the 
glitter of sunlight) 



boom ot the 7.32 up11ne He 
teels he is getting closer 
through the mus 10 to the so ore 

II 

the being-in-love -experience 
secures the ohristian aga1nst 
a relapse into savagery trom 
the state ot barbarism 
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· second cantiole 

lovels a runner sent 
from the gOds a glimpse 
Of what we 'coUld. not 
tolerably enact Tbe 
steps of' love ol1m.bsudd 
enly up to the light I " 

she disoovers ·tnber sleep 
he in the 7 .32 th1tl 
esoalat1ng stair ot love 

tlt~la on reoe1v1ns a ru.nner 
wok$ to ,love an ass And like 
wise he awakes an mellow rail 
way line !lhe runner j.e SCi t 
lve he never forgets Be 1. 
the ,only tllI9 gOds apE,i4k to u. 

(1 e gods will not 'omedown 
to the earth to plar wl~h us) 

l1ke B$11opo11s whose 
sta1rS rose aut ot chaos 
to the sun 

love, opens our ~yes to' the 
r·()sldent l~ht . 

1 e love oou14 not be Gn1U.rely 
here The world would roarw1th (soora~s to Phaedrus) 
it would burst our windows sp11t 
with 307 the leaf grow up betorent 
the root the gel 17 gsa thO GtEl 
tian with oelebration we would 
denoeott the" .32 klSs the pOl-
ters waer the mornblg p.per round 
our neokS oast ott 0\1~ shoes 

the runners disoreetlyoome touoh 
here and the1'G her lively hair 
poke this one .,8. sleep QuI that . 
one'8 \var to help derange to plant 

our as. love theret'orG grows tl 
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.... 

tan10 belches babies drlppbs 
napkins hot beds naked cltlea 
ntghts gf'SQzlQg decaded'of 
want1Dg shiploadS ot oon4oma 
that make e~aw and later war' 



Third oanticle 

war' is an untQlci1ng tor 
men who will not Srow 
They who will not grow 
ere alreadt1n.?1ar If 
it b~e8ks outside· wbtn 
1ng spiralling to oraSh 
land 1tiah1s whtne it 
1s the crash Of 11'1$ st~e 
li.t by a number 17 eel 

or it 'C'an -happen Without 
a sound or ~. slgn outs1de 
oan pans behind stiU eles 

your waroan either come 
in hoardS ot the dee4 WhO 
rise 11ke a hand trom the 
sheets of the. land tit the 
n1ghtor alse it o&n00II¥3 
in ~our night not d1sturb 
ing yoarneighbour's l~t 

depending on yoUr degree 
of helplessness i e desire· 

but in either case outer 
or lonely it 1(1 ~he same war 

do you understand me? 11' 
you wont' srow the war has 
bOgun though you may not hear 
you mal' n eve,,' knoW the day' 
it broke . It mar h6ve 'been 
111 you before ~ou woke Or 
else in someth1nS 1au. n~l1 
spoke But the war 1s t.hesame 

ln his case the war broke out. 
on a certain day 1n september. 
that being the m.onthplanne4 , 
f'or 1 ts peaoe some thousandS of 
memoJ'les ago and . the .e.rr1val 
at the sweetest fruit It broke 
out then preo1se17 1n 01'4&1' to 

\ 

the olerk received his call 
up papers 
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aoh1aveeharp c~trast 1 e 
number 52 gold. plus number -', ., 
17 steel (sltn11ght on a 'sea ... 
san of mists) dashed suddenly 
by ooncussion of bomb behtnd 
tho dressing rooms where only 
a moment before he. and·ahe 
walked· on their way to the play 

J I " 

5364'7 dug with h1s fingers 1n . 
the earth the night was rain 
inS .. hand grenades and singing 
mortar bombs Atter the bombard 
ment he manioured his nails 
that weretull of black earth 
and sa t thinking about growth 

.. (the number 52 spot adds 
j' mellowness to the 17 ~11tter 

denotlq;'. autumn) 

his army number was 53847 

, ., 
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,Fourth cantlole" 

-~ I;' L 

to reiterate So many millions 
fallen lnwtlr mean that so many 
grow' into death are unfolded in 
to it vlhile others whom it rIllY 
have spared are unfolded into. 
further aspects of t~e \~ 1e 
for Gone death is the untoldins 
they may not speak of 1 t may only 
know where to look for' it and 
suddenly reoognise the place the 
whizz that is theirs the meeting 

others are gripped by study of 111'0 
'l'heyycannot leave t t 'l'here 1s so 
muoh to do not1me to bother to hold 
the head 1n place tor the schrapnel 
on '-ts war They are. em a 3 ournay in 
the land ot the ass So muoh to sottle 
they cannot even look up to see What 
shrewd f1gure it was that passed (but 
it does not matter he wdll pass again) 

soma like to otudl 111m so to speak 
from this equine side 'preparing the 
aoquaintanoe slowly ~ot Z\\shtng tn 

But sane rush as it all tl1eir wiSh 
had been sinoe birth to fly to his 
sbrewd arms Dare I say t,lat 00 ora 
free? And some stroll smiling to him. 

the t 1me of' death is 
ohosen ns a s tepin 
developnent 



F1tth.can'blcle 

ohoosing means t\Vhat.1 have done:' 
'M1 will .. is heaped up tor aU t'ot3efj 
·It 1s vl'1.14 hehind me what I deQld 
ed. These memories are ,your' wil! 
~ey are its plctutre$ AD. event 1$ 
the . Will untolded To read yo~ will 
rea4 the event Item a tornl0atlUl 
item anothGt'.a1e item an18htmare 
item some p11n unacoountedfor item 
a yearntng item a burn1bg item $ 
war item a wound item a happiness 

1 e ~a81De anen41$SS display ot 
obJects any otwhioh you me.y' choose 
Now the 1 teIrU:1 youohoose will sure 
11 display what your intere.sts ere 

you may notice also that· an event . 
1s a number at dota1n the past WhiCh 
1s brcusht:lnto Oo~poSlte piotur, bl. 
the deslrtng mind 1b.eret'~~ in tbis too, 
the w1ll lsexero1sed UQlo14tng lt$elt 
in What 1 t snatohes' ,trQll1. the tl.ooci 

first I hElve actEtclthUs selecting 
then I have'rememberecl thU.1 select 
1ng', aseoontl tlme wlU 1~ seleotion 

when the toroe of C1rOUIIBtatiOG 1s 
great and we are all. but .. oru.shed 
our seleotion has been 4Ute' (deter 
m1ned) G stark anll absolute narrow 
1ng of the flOod to the potnt ~. rege 

'.this 1s none other than the rege of wGr~ 



Sixth canticle 
:z 

the queen ot the night ,said good 
bye to her king now t\ number. and 
began to forget him the 1nStmt 
the glasgow fog oaressed his boat 
and then expung~d it . from hex: 11~ht I 

thus showing that she too had c hOB 
en her war F or wi th her mind she 
lm.ew him still but no longer in her 
night whera war began to ~~- She 
promptly took a downl1ne~ train 1i''' 
on1oally a 7,32 ,and trom :that, t1m3 
she spottS ot h1m as twas t and vd1d. 

She made the mistake at thtnklng that 
only his' number had been wrong and 
that somewhere lay a Bottom with a . 
different number on it or even a numb 
er ot Bottoms waiting tor t1tanla to 
open her eyes and tall in love again 

.. 
That was her war and she wagredlt 
night and day It was done with bUll 
etta of thoUght and sohrapnel of de 
sire The plan of campaign was 0001 

and number followed number in Bott 
omlesG succession until titani0 the 

. !' 

II 

she realised she was 
no longer in love 

Titania now saw that 
Bottom was an ass after 
all 
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discha~ed sheats the shellholed 
pillorm the race e parties shot up 
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seventh cantiole 

The ble.ak night he sStv· the bl.aCker tto'l; 
beoause of the blaOkness but men in the 
blacknes~ in their thousands wai t1ng l.~~ke 
he to 'tear the silence not with musi0 but 
screams _ th~ wail or proJeotile 1;h\\Llp the 
splash the crash and _ none want1ng :it b\\t 
,evoryoneenl1vening It ui th \)syonet flash 
ulth splash of tootw1th fl .. Gsh with'·sohrap 
nel flame 'with gasp as it they were hearing 
only no~tha voioe they,had spolten with 
in all these years the thunder tlie, shout 
the crash ot their wards to their vlivas to 
their mothers the splash of their alma the 
bombs in tm1r sleep the ohoice made s11 
ent11 and satisfied now in too ~errlble 
manner and all at the age of twenty or so 

," 

• h. 

5 384'1 tlt1 battle 
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E1shth cantiola 

the earth woke groaning its live 
men moaning the trees mourning the 
an1m.alB dumb ther1vers stained 
thea1r rf3member1ng The neW 'veils 
of light that CWrlt) that morning 
seemed not to wish to knew 80mUW 
ledge the $te'el tantrum .. at . the 
night before the. splash the gasp the 
spurt thounbellef at the hit· and 
the unhiti's terrible bellet1n. black 

Dawn wse his' teacher: It. orept a . 
oross Q haystaokhe was leaning an 
1n golden vella it oame it melted . 
With the whirling russQt mis' that 
came from the blood in the earth 
at men like hilll whO unlike him had 
gone beyond to tind neW teaohers 
leavlngtor some remember1ngt1me 
their flesh 'to tester before it 
grew again in haysteiok mist and 1'1 
sing sun to teaoh the other flesh " 
that had aSked to stat to hear What 
message miSht 1n tho" light o"onv$1 
itself to 11'1$ men Sroanll;lS and 
trees mourn:lns and the an1m8ls dumb 

" I 
f . 

the morn~ after 
h1s first battle 



Ninth OeDt101.e 

steel was indeed the new rea11tr A 
million voioes were raised girders 
unsprung themselves from tight spirals 
wombs in the, earth deep C (Ilcepts love 
The air with ,straightness torm~d new 
platforms going skyWards supported ba 
lanced sustained taking the ~tram 

steel was born it w~s hoped tar 
dreamed aboUt steel olties shottt' 
long before its birth in many minds 
in tents and caves and briok hall 
Songe wereseoretly "suns to sustain 
1ng to straightness supporting to 
taking the stram to surfaoe gleam 

, 't I • 

steel 1s a sight tor t,he eye" not· to 
torget it is higher than dreams ·its 
surfaoes hum so tense are they ~e1 
can soar propel they can drill It 
oan contain it holds it shatters 
it mates sor~am it 1s the jagged pleoe 
in the leg the gasp the end of ass 

steel oan itself soreamlt oaD rush 
towards, a steel or fleshly ob~ectlve 

11 

the origins ot steel 

steel was a 0 onoept 
nursed in the mind . 
c enturles before it 
oame to neterial 
fruition 
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steai oan ltselt $dl'eam it CatL rush 
towards Ii steel or fleshly Qb3ect1vG 
always with the $8IJle steellntent It 
oan wail in the night oause winds and 
hearts to beat and mOlitbtf towalt It 
can split the air and all impediments 
remove to its impeooable go'V~nt 

• ~ ~ y. -. ~ 
} 

. .' steel Is indeed the new dispensation 
it was not t.armulated in a night it 
grew was nurtured suspended tor a·. 
t.1me and taken up 'again Fre~h' m1nd$r.~ , 
applied to ~t Un1iil . one ~a1 'the flower 
was o upped. in, the hand an d. dawn "ase 

loud with steel mu~10 steel spheres' 

steel can be tempered to variOUS de, 
grees of hardness for cutting sustain 
lng It g1-ew with the growth of hard 
thought Bronze would. not have dcrlG 
nor honest trOll nor 0. Opper;. SO\Uld1r1s 
brass would have served this bent of 
.hardness Nor wOllld stone ha"e done 

• I 
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Tenth cantiole --- ... 

st11lnessO'c:mes to the field ihe d1's 
tent watoher£? sleep The treat! drip 
there being ram No one noticeS hoW' 
the mist rolls notpreum1ng by so muOh 
as a t'ouch .(# 8 nudg~ on. the trees the 
\vire the tour meD lying face down exact 
11 as they were shot their oonversatlon 
still in progress1n silenoe close to 
gethertar.protec~lon theuntalkatlv$ 
sky quite dominant now :1 ts praise se 
oura whil.e theso t cur men lie no 1<118 
er in pain so they ohoose to remain 
their rifles in no fight1ng position 
nor their lanyards more than water ()ca1 
duc'ors now and the stillness adaman~ 
the sleep complete' the mist, unhindered 
the river in, tlow(notone. drop was:1m 
peded one gurgle suppressed by war) 
•. 11$ those men are alive and asleep 
who might be lying face down and those 
fao edown lIlght st1ll have been asleep 

. and both in stillnG$s thiS adsn'fi'nt night 

the 'night atter the 
battle The dead have 
not yet been brmght 
in 'Dley- can be seen 
through .b1nolulars by 
the liVing 



1 

early there is milttal.\O:e he t1n41rig he' 
1,8 not lOVed she f1n41ng 1t i.e not she 
he lOV~S thoUSh 11e lov1ns and she 1(JV 
,lng yet love there 1s not 1 t does not 
l1e between them and there in the Sap 
the J1d.lltary enters the shooker ~he 
11' on, lnterterer stakes his camp despite 
and althOUSh and not,tvlthGtand~ the 
love desired the love intended There 
is earl,. strategy earll" e.torethOUght, 

early there 1s satrOil he flnd1i1g thQt 
s~th1ng 4a14 led to strong etfects he 
414 not lntend and she in her «reams 8 
ware that roots are bllndly_putttng ~own 
that grow to entangling weds, althOush 
she sa1d nota lVordlntended nothing 
They walked as 8l.ways arm tn, arm and 
the' passers by sal,d,how rOUDs how br18ht, 
the love how 1 t tints their haa and 
lltts their feet en4$triUes 1n them 

ear17 there 1sreoognlt1CD he tind1ns 
that' what he desires 18 not _what he 
wills 'hat what he des.lt-es in her 18 
not What he w111s har to 1)e and ahe " 
t1n41ng -that what she deSires otherselt 
1Sftot what she 1& what she w11lS 
Earlyther recognise that sODItone, elee 
1s there at'thelS' aide an. lrCll third 
a maker otverd:Lote they dEU.'e Dot _ ex 
pl:-8sa but whioh they !mOW are their om 

a glc.noe baok to wh~n 
he and abe were nlnGtft~p. 



TWelfth cantloie 
• J 

Md so new Clream$' begin new bootes. 
are c'on3ured up the nights are full 
or unexpect·ed; armies· on. the move to 
unknown landscapes Voices ,are soft 
with new.1nvltatlo.ns'.opblstlcatlans 
>-.) 

thetleeh thatseetted on11 ye~terday 
young is obsolete now di~q$rded bl 
the dream that has advanQed to other 
camps andth~8e1n haret deployment> 
mud oontusim. alarm in the'n1ght 

,he kiss that not two days beto~ 
VIal tertUe not' glve$ dust 1t h1nt~ 
of OpGr~tlons sklrJl11she;;,_The heart, 
is surrounded noW the wires are Otlt 
and no oommunloat1ca to' the rear' . 

the' bed that sate its flowers. tru1t 
is d1 videa. into seoretoampm(mts now 
with und~olpherGdtlEUJhe.,muttle4 ~ap8 
otsappere underg~~d I~ 1$ oold the 
flesh qui vere !he W81' has b:egun 

11 
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to 80,b~ok,~O, ~he ,beg1M~ dld,tsar 
that ,war was 1n preOls~ degree t.o the 
10\'e? that ass 10 •• ' mOltnt&d its own 000 
d1t1ans of ~res~iaB lnttltratlan its 
unsuspeoted propagnndae hear4 in' dreams 
1~ ,thOUghts qUiokeno4 eUdd$nli in the 
bGi?t1l.Ell'meit. prostrate the pant;1ng' heart 
be08USf) o aught out thOUSh pa~t1 to'9 

d14 I e6Y that 4Gtonatlans heard ~ the 
dead Of the' night then tot'gotten 111 tum 
ins bBOlt to th~a§..s side are the t'irst 
telling 011nk of metal on hi» the move 
ment of men-the atari;lns ot txmckS the 
flAres the muffled ordersln ,thEr dark 
tho. Bl'Tlval of:t.mpOrtant leaa.Gts ,,!lost 
faces we 40 not like or rOQOgtti$e? 

20 



.J. 

" 

I m$4n 40 we not under$tan4 GlOh otherts 
smallest J)$$8 ana. stanoa do we not ·Ghare 
Ottr weapons' Q~losl.epow~er typa 0# 
sun the Wlt,tormthe oolouttul map do"e" 
not need to k;nOW the ,QJ.1_ mourselvea 
b.d.,1 tolCWe him 1t fie ~ to .,lft? 
Is the'e not sane 1nt1m~o'QQ.th betw&$ft . 
the two that b:lndsthe l",~womti(t$ to k111' 

21 
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Fourteenth canticle 

dl~ I alSo s~y that aSe) love aUgments 11\ 
t1ine~ otd1v1s1on danger c1v11 suspicion 
that tear is ita spouse that the man with 
nudes, on the wall is lans.ared With war 
that the soldier's dream is hea.vy s~d with 
promised torn1ca1tlcm.s that the enem, and 
women are become the same that 'the sexes Ua 
l1e1n the grip ()f battle barbed their' kisses 
bristling their s'yes with armament their beci 
treeless under ~trol disinfeotant quicklime 

in. times 6f ambition 1s ass love the1rl'ltant 
.oomfort bene? Does ambition out torge 
make. a. strai8ht llne waken in the sleeping 
n1.ght does it shook spring .surpr1sesam 
bsuhes? Does 1tstud:r the 'unexpeoted make 
demands storm the house the bed can it 
stop gorging: devouring wh~t '~he g)JJ.i6t night 
giVes ,1 e the slghe ·of otherstthelr art their 
des1ring? Does it only y1eld to siokness 
sleep and death which are lt~ evil tr1n1t1? 

is war ambition:? sss love the fruit of am 
b1tlon? desire the'body'sambltlon hate 
the same',' So let a moment ot ambition ant&-' 
the ch114an4 the~e1OU have strategy 1;he 
battle lines are. (set raoos sections put ou.t 
tho ooeans'sowndedlqu~et' nights ex~ored far 
enemy the paths wlremattea. miDed1.1;he whit, 
tapes la1d tor guideltnes sentries out all 
movement cautious fires damped the~esa 
torwardobservatlon post directing tire 

.. ., . I " I .. - .. 

• ~J . I . • 

AmbitioUS soCiety is iIlay. m1.1ta~1n ~he 
end Make ambl 'Cion 'he oanti'd the. m~k 'Of 
~he man and you brinS f orwarei oaptains ad 
visere on deplOyment general~ hungry to en 
gage large forces get on the move ,NCas re 
senttul of higher command offioers in their' 
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nice gl'adat1ons bent on getting to nioer 
s$lt-d1splay1ng grades yOU ·set the m.\ir' 
dar ~eard 1n the lil1dtU~ of the night, the 
failure of hearts' due to caus~s unknown 

'ambition lOVG~ what the other' man requires 
It ,requiros his. diSruption sometimes hl$ 
·dismemberment liquidation Its battles are 
private its tactics to enoircle What the . 
other w1ll supply an embrace or a plaoe or 
a pair -of dead shoes .It aohes' t·o hold to 
atak~ a 1') .. 88 i~s dQ$1res are operat ! 00$'. 
It is hate It 1s OeaseJ.ess war no E)ntrencth 
ment satlstles no new l1near brooch can b'a 
()tl1nted victory' Its bnttiesspawn new :Lines' 

it oh()oaes a v/ife by her parts 'but on her 
sl<latoo her parts. have their, planning stat!' 
their quarters in the blackout bear' .. Am 
b:l.tlon h6~ 1ts,.un$een mapa. ita \1114 territ.. .' . 
or1$]. ola1mQ .1ts bUSy agents wh(). work at nlghil, 
for their El.ppo1nt~a. parts they do not. t~t 
they 'fake in the trusting, marriage bedVl~th 
masked satt foot~ oommando thoughts that 
do the sabotage and th~n. r~~·Et, gone ' .... Alid When 
they 't'1fJJcethe~. ft~he to ,t1nd·~o love ::Js there 

25 
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F 1tteenthOan t1cle 

when shellS splash hollow out the 
earth scorch grass the wounded from 
their stretohers abandoned by their 
bearers cry stop please stop but 
steel permits no courses but the 
straight noinc1dental last minute 
appe81to alter arrangements temper 
the speed soften the arrival No 
voiCe lsenough to unmake the Slor 
laue orash dreamed onoe by other 
brains and even spoken OC'byvoiOes 
3ust like these that crying 1n the 
n.ight are not. ashamed to address 
the steel like ohildren orying s~op 
please stop "but fly1ng steel. oannot 

·1 
-;' .. 

when lighted bullets spra,the n·ight 
in floating arcs their olatter knoWS 
n'o obstacle their darts are not po11 te 
they donoty1eld for persons trees 
they only bow to walls of other steel 
which being oonsanguineous they make 
8 peace and bullet .spont tinkles down 
to friendly earth. But.meeting men 
it does not pause look back A brain 
a past,Q youth is easy for 1 t~ passages 
Ito'anes trom men to men but is not 
of them steel is arabi t10n the cutting 
thought the dream the. t does not pause 
tor. those Who dreamed it be1ftgh1gher 
taster straighter more consistent in 
1 ts parts than all 1 ts dreamers' It 
does not w1ther it does not bend a 
sudden oompass1onate ·ear to cries trom 
below It measures It c mveys It 
howls like men who dream of pCRIer It 
is a v1s1cm. It was made by men wasfash 
loned in the 1r hands to be unyielding . 
even to themselves It oame from trying 
not to J'ield It is the end ot youth 
It brooks no waywardness no whim ~o 
kiss wBe ever known to oapture it 
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Sixteenth cantiole 
, , ... . t: 

steel too was grown I~ p~t down 
roots It germ1nated WindS 
propelled 1ts seed It shape grew 
by love attention thought in the 
night by cere like that tor babieS 
And then came the birth the winged 
apparition fleet of toot revol,lng 
unnamed the olean thethQt whioh 
did ~ot' shit makes. mess except 
what o01ld be cleared in a moment 
by 'fellow ste~l Like worde l1.ke 
lullabies it o'e.me The earl lest 
eteel dreams we~e wafted thrOUGh 
the fields and mostlr other men 
were unaVJare of them They took 
the Silence as just itself ,and no1; 
a growing v1bra't1llS a tertll.1sat1on 
a preparation ~os stee~ ~s once 
(\ loving dream a folly nursed in. the 
guarded heart It.grewtrom the 
mating of dreams And then. C!ante 
forth trom bed fran pregnant \ 
s11encesa living oh1ld at steel' 

( 

the industrial revolut! 
10n 1'150-1850 
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seventeenth Oantlcle 

Someone is hammering· A 'dog' has 
barked Qu1ckt1r1ng bores are 
pUlled they gloam agajn Boots . 
are scraped of la~t night ta blood 
and mud ~ere is worlt to do 
someone is whistling This is a. 
workshOp The bushes are' thiok 
with next year fS fruit. Tea is . 
belns b~wed anti enemy' tunics: 
turned over in the hand And 
stained letter·s· found in. another 
language And new letters \vr1tten, 
on living kneeS nte . earth. steams' 
Met~l gleams ·T.rees drip The 
field. is glad The grub will soon, . 
be up Itssmel1s announce that" 
t~ field is l10me and eve~· sans, 

~ 
~ .. 

he ~elt1n8 to t1ne(lr her photograllh 
and think how the ~unl1gh.t falls 
through the window, of a house. not 
yet . In a. place not yet ¥lith;. ~ . 
person not yet But for oonv.enience 
the girl in the photograph He 
needs it as B pass, to softness hoa 
m1ng dreams Having escaped nightts 
steel he n·ow unsteels hi11B~ elf in 
the ass love~ of· day' He· thinkS 
when we get back home But stee~ 
is WQtcbtng decreeing Homa is a 
name it abnegates That ~~s the 
dream. it cane to shoot olean through 
the night And nO\1 the four men 
fae e down no longer lie in talk 
We oaU them dead and gone from us 

2b 

refitting ~ter th~ 
battle 
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This is no place. for thinlters to 
oollect The evening talk is no 
longer here There.are strolling 
patrols ~h~y will. pick oft 8. { 
thinkor or two 'It is 'best to be 
under c over 'this ltf not the 1 . 

society for you It is an atter 
math of other thought than yours 
These are' ita squares its aye 
tems shrewd enC'a.trlpxnents Only 
thought, ooul~,have env1S$g~d 
such :r~ular1ty could ha.ve taken. 
the place at stmes ~e f1elds~ 
are hard with. them They make 
no room tor mol'e, They t~ll witb 
flat\'1eight Noth1ngshor1i at 
absolute destruotion wUl auow 
a f'reshC algrega tim of', thinkers. 
here 'l!hey gather not disciples 
but avalanches whirlwinds meteors 

\ 

\ 

(- , 
- I-
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Nineteenth canticle. 

~teei brillgs its people into the world 
its espec1aly and elect its children 
They cannot be ino luded any more in 
that venerable, hierarchy' ranging from 
the primal procreative powers to the 
dense. rook in a.ll the varying; degrees' 
~ breathing and root-laying oeeature 
1hey have: broken ,rank They- would 'com 
itt on nature' the anti-natural law 
T.tley can n'o lOnger bere11ed upon to · J. 

observe tho subtle etiquette of inter 
dependent creatures For instance you 
will observe th'at under attack from its 
own -kind tne cat the m.olt' the, tiger 
prowling genet will if ,wenker 1·16, on, 
its back to dGnote surrender' And th.e 
et1quetteoperates on the muscles mind 
of the attaoking creature makes him 
withdraw freezes his action ',But the 
o·hUd Of steel will press the attacl( 
even harder Indeecl the· surrender is 
his invltation His mind has oome un 
stuok trom the genaral pian tie .perceives 
no etiquette but that of his. ambition 
ana. thlemay demand the liquidation 
of the surrendering oreature'He w1.11 
not pause to d10pense with What appears 
to him ,an elaborate finesse and over 
dane pOliteness inbred 'protocol a ae 
genEolrate observanoe ot sweEf~, hierarchies 
he oan 111 aftord and whioh give 'him 
the ,oreepS For steel doesn not tempor 
tee" lts~s projects sl1pports its ,c. 
qu111brlum is stoat autonomous unwaver 
tns its etiquette t8 geometrical Its 
court1era, are as highly strung as the' 
steel su.pport itself Theya~e h~s 
toatleshthey feal.unhappy w1tb: 
They teel no safety in this world 
They have to have the support a steel 
d~s1gn w111 give Thus creatures of 
steel need oonfliot flruues distress 
not beoause they love it wInCh no man 
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oan but having smarted from steely 
darts in earliest years they woke to· 
1ts.touc~ they r~cogn1sed a oertain 
unyielding gaz. and' this they'~egan 
~o see wherever ~hey 10.ok~dan(1. even, 
tn trees' And their_Own eyes too tn' 
eee1ng suoh manifold o'oldne$sbeoam.e 
as o old an~ thuslt happenS that a 
popUlaoe of steel is born and looks 
identical In s$1tcletenoE)th9y tjght 
and promise to get evez with the other 
guy They make him put up h1$ paws . 
and quarter is not given or received 

I; '., 
" 

~. 
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'l'Wentleth Oantle 18 

seoure quiet 1nv111ages· b:reeds . 
the hope of disturbance . The hope 
bre~de the disturbance itselt And 
this' (111 villages now become sub 
urbS) breeds insecure quiet Which 
in turn breeds tear otd1s,turbanoe 

r .. 
I r r 

thus steel serves both the market· 
of hope and the m$rke~ of te8~ 

~ .. 
A ~ .. !, 

,hence. lt~ suooess in places. where 
tear of its oom1ngis'upp~r~ost 

tor proportionate 'to the f·eer 10 
the hope These are the male 8I.l4 
female prOgenitors' ot all steel 

the child steel quiets mother and 
tather tor a tire but will conmitt 
saint julian tsorlme' m1stalt1rig mother 

]D 

w'ith the b1rtll ot ateel 
the last silent vlilage. 
disappear 

they bee,aIle dreamed 

in the. eighteenth c~n~~ 
Enlightenment and. Revol-· ~i 
utlan .~ere the fear/hope-­
tear at one moment. hope 
at another i tear in one 
man aM hope' in another, 
breeding steel t'or all 
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tor wite and tather' tar a lover tn 
his marital bed Remember the anguished 
ory of Julian ts \VUe When she :$8W 
what had been. d me 1 e mother and 
father Slam ~1 th$lr only son ' 

steel like the sa1nt establishes a 
hospl tal 111 penance tor the deed 
The oanoer-outting stoel is. the pen 
ltentaftermath, 'of the steal war 

'" I .. 
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it is no USE), looking in the ,war 1tselt 
tor solutiOnS 'oauses plans at eSoape' 
Its steel wUl only ordain a steel 
peace and steel hearts will ask to~ 
steel rewards fiXed wages central 
heat1ng lifts to the top steel enter 
tainments tilms televls1a11 with their 
promise 'thB t somewhere hearts are. beat. 
ins not ot steel but steel 10 ~helr 
sQ11'Ce their .oompon~n1; their benediot 
ion 1 t _1 s tripod dolly lens support 
it glides on ateel it tracks it zo~ 
the Goene· 1~ cutwlth sh1n1ng sCissors 
in first the mind and then the studiO 

the '1946 revolutlaa 
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5384'1 being in. the memor~rtd.um at 
agraementnamed the.first p$l't 
here1n~ter oalled the soldier saw 
the seoond part. hereinafter called 
'the dying man with ho1es in his bac'k 
lr1ng tace down at the' la$t gasp 

8ndor1e4 without sound or tears 
Ll1; the barn doorwhUe a black' 
$hawled woman smaller than he by 
halt mourned lou.dly in his plElOe 
ltbo1ng her inherited .l'ust10, duty 
to do ~he~wake even tor a s~anger 

he of the first part could only 
make ellen 1; watEHr 'wl th his eyes 
because he oQ.1ld not understand 
he did not, see theconneotlonbe 
tween the love lie had madeno'C 
loris $lnce and thiS dY1ngpa~t 

he did not know that the.e were 
his desireshls nights exploded 
into deep b1&.ok hole~ ,1n~ another 
mnn • 8 baok lyinS stomaoh'. doWn ,in:' I ~ ,., 
a barn tryinganotferedo}Sarette ' 

I 

but 't~e thin white tube swelled ~e4 

no man~~ help· no, qU9ta"~lon of ~ 

I 

oe eno 8' not the' c;hUa: he had bee~ . ' 
nor mother,'s appeal nor 01 ty noise. 
oould resoue him from. the olause. of . 
the memorandum 1n whioh it was.state4 
that there was a living and a dying part 

I '\. 33 v' . ( 
I I , 

oJ • 
,t •• 

0' 

"wr1 ta' a deed 'of g1ft 
with ~h:f.ne own blood t 

'1 . , 
, 
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nor re.sc;ue 1;he ltv-ins ptU't',ti'OlIl 
his talling tounderst&nddeo,ipher' 
the plaoe 1n the oovenant where 
the preo1~e relation ha4 be~n.set 
0.0_ Qont1rm.e4 and duly elgned 111 
his owm blood hl~ lo~edQS1res 

.. 

..... 
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.'l\'1sntl-th:1rd. C ant1cle 

Venioe a olt1settled in81do a 
golden lake danoed to herself ,she 
talked to theslqr to the reticent 
walls ot mist that came to seal 
her oft :trom landlocked enemies 

~ 
• 1 

It ohlj: happened \fr~m time to 
time that BlonsW1th the waters 
the refuse lapping agaInst,the 
patient stones oame thoughts that 
were harder than 1ronmore:~dur$.ble 

\-- . .. "\ 

but then they were laid to sleep 
in gondolas along the flat lagoon 
where no ripplo tree no ·towe~ 
resisted the Skr her ooUrtshlp bow 
to brothex- ear'~h her sympathy 

but beoauseot the iron thoughts' 
she tired the cannon first and 
wrecked th~ parthenon whioh J.1ke 
casstno tell thus early to one, , 
man 's$teel it most serene ambition 

a glimpse ot civilisation 
is a glimpse of the pre';' 
steel.$tate 

\ 
.; 

henoe the fall ot VEniCe 
1796-1950 and the rllGot 
Maghers the chemical. workS 
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ten kilometres aWBJ on 
the m.alnland ·the po1salous 
heads ot whose envenomed . 
body have breathed a pest.· 
11enc& on us· all' 
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steel 1$ love ot a stx-a1ght l'me 
of ocnt1nem.e~t limitation Being 
sqU~$d-·1n 1t otfers the, max1mUm 
sharp angle m~t. resiStant front1.r 
to winds a shield to imaglne:t1cn 
a herd front to the unpred1~table 

even aoirole in seem.1ng'to·"~ter 
oonoontric' repetittons of itself' 
tn endless r1ppl$~ that ~ht ex 
tertd to ~1nltr is uniJympathetl0 
to 'the tlrst."pr'ogentt1ve dream, at· 
steel that beokon~cl like a friend 

th1aStlw endless stutfs to be c,em 
tined hemmed.-,1n suchElS thOl.ights 
and kisses hours: lost in the weters 
ofa lake at night to givo them . 
shape a mo.rk to ,see them by for 
the longunwrl tton dAys' eterni tr 

+ 

steel came tor the ~unsate the 
unsteady of toot the leaning the 
bent who would have broken stioks 
,andstavee ,andstwnbled on briok 
on cobble on '1mpertect stane 

steel was the prayer tor a moment 
of sqqared an40 CI11'ina d litG in 

" 
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whioh to settle the terms of a 
dltflcult journey. to compass .. re~d 
conter on it within satewElJ.lB 

""\. ' I 
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steel was the mineral friend 
tor' a JOUrney out, Of ohaos of 
unsurveyed night out ot,s1ght 
andsamd that offered no bright 
no clearly right 'ooDlnun~que 

the first clear decision to 
take this 30umey was lnthe 
eleventh oentury with the 
flrst.sppearanoe of what 
c81J8 to be. o all ed, the middle 
class namely the explorers 
the Conceivers the ones who 
tho~Sht;acrOBe the fields at 
tha olosed domain to the 
next town (~ e trade) 

and then to the next ooe~n 
and then to the next planet 

all the time more and more 
enOaSed in steel . 

the desire to explore begins 
trom doubt 

, 

the first explorat'ionsot 
Mexico or New spain were 
marked by an intense desire 
on the part otthe settlers 
to make a closed system sate 
tor the spaniard against the 
foreigner. tor the .Ohurch 
aga1nstthe pope. tor N$W 
Spain against Old spam, 

from this first insemination 
steel Amerioa grew 

the steel mtnd sees lite as 
things to be dcne 
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steal was designed not'to.d1ssolYe 
It intended·s perfect projection ot 
the mind neat statio not Given to 
tho troubles stains the forgetful 
e-o-olut1ons ot the landscape th~ .. 
ImoV7ll already worked such 8S wood 
as rivers pryaers stone buttrosses 

but stee,l being iron plus an alloy' 
has the mineral property of having 
emerged trom many 'untiring d1sso1 
ut:1ons of deep paoked shelves of 
leaves and 'skeletal structures pro 
ceased ina des~ perhaps more 
oompletethan even manufaotured 
steel and thus tmplBcably given 
to ita evolutions which ~oQd again 
to further dissolving evolving 

like the brain too lil~e the imaSin 
atl,on like the nerves which ,have 
the mineral properties otem.e~gl1'i8 
from sundry dissolutions over the 
millenia and wUl go their war 
even the perfect design. the sure auid'pt 
straight line too dissolve's and, 
crooked grows even steel the Sh1n1ns 
the ,Clear the everlasting t'? ,'thellr . 
grave 111 new delight must emigrate 

~r t .~ .. - .. , 1 ,. 

SO it happens 'that" st,rt11gb.t dark wa~ 
with her aimed prjeottlQS only cur.tns 
to the degree entailed by ourve of 
mother earth will dissolvo her sharp 
her cutt 1ng str1pp111g and blasting ob. 
3eot1ve~ tn the shape of f1 twenty-year 
boy who henceforward will not raise 

1, 

t" 
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his" firm. h1S . voioe h1s mind to 61lJ 
hurt So that herG in order :to ~ 
oh1eve tho dissolving at vIolent 
intent a disrobtns of power a. war 
hQt!) been engaged a d1$t\1rban~e at 
millions ot children philosophers 
and populations of ever, oolour 111. 
order to beg~t a partiole otpeaoe 

.; 
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in the meantime wcmen would seem 
the antithesis of steel but this is 
not the case Consider steelts hard 
dependab111~J and her desire in times 
'or threat fa:r increasing firmness 
The male and female are the same not 
opposite poles They are one alloy 

so was provided the opportun1tytor 
muoh exohange at.bard penetrat1on8 
deep experiment in the choiee at the 
right breed.1ng a anb1natlon this being 
the natural.soleet1ng operat1on. in 
times of private distress and massive 

r~ic- It'JljJ tOjd1Splacament of pOl'ulatlon 

thua When stt<;)el was acola1mecilt be 
came the sine qua non of the bed 
The mAle spear had to hav6 a steal 
tip for its thrust to br1I1g steel . 
babies f qrth however deep the wcund 
the orylng 'flesh the witlinS in the 
night Take the lover of number 63847 
how quickly $he learned ( 111 fact1n 
three or ,f cur days from hiS depart,' 
ure) ohoosing at OIice to be what she 
could not reoosnise in herself' namely 
a soldier no lees than he She went 
from breach to breaoh undoing male' 
defences claiming heavy casualties 
on the other side and like a man she 
mourned the wOllnde4 and the dead her 
triste post 601tumbe1ng a triste 
post mortem muoh like that of' 5584'1 

in the old clays we used to say that 
iron entered B man but the steel re 
volut1on. in its oleanlinesS made pOSJl 
1ble. not even regret nor'- So modiCum. 

f-I 

'.' I 
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of bitterness d1sQPpoin.tment. to 
bring onthe$tat$ of stselr quiet 
the Quspended tid~11ty the ~$olatlQn 
the apparently sate saparat,.on b~ 
htnd gleaming fenOeD of de$irS 

m Newton was the philosopher 
of the. steel revolution 

l 

tbS lutberanrevOlut1an 1ft 
Ge~ 9 the industrial 
'revolut1on tn England. th~ 
t~ench ~evolut1on were 
s1mPl.l 'tlU:-ea phases. in the· 
development of the .teel 
revolution 
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e period ot hospital1sation will be 
neoessary in view at the pollut1bn ot 
the air' by combustible l1quld.S -the 
decimat1onofan1mals 1n millions at 
roa~1ng hall$ the w1thert;1d thG blaSt. 
shattered bowel of the earth the carr 
upted sea the disorientation· at the 
upp~:r atm~phero and thus the dlsplaofi 
mentot the seasons the broken weather 
the broken heart the aborted the poi 
S onec1 orop the floOd the holooaust 

,..01' 

this hospital1sation tor \vh10h the 
earth is at presentgroanlns does 
not 1mply a.l'etum to nature beoaUse 
on the level of separable objeots 
however manutaotured d1atUled syn 
thetised invented oomputeri$ed nature 
1s never departed from in any case 

4-3 

nOVitonian clostrine 
proved poor soienoe in 
taking' no acoo.unt 0+ 
h1ddne v1bratlo.nsand 
radiations It tried 
to reduce life to the 
simple plane of the seen 
and the thought _ 

with disastrous oon­
sequenc es when 1 t oame 
to be applied 

but revolution 113 only 
made possible by a 
quick c orrttption ot the 
truth 
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only the revolution, the faPplicatlon 
ot dootrine '- e thQ thoUght the que~t 
the 30urney is a departure trom nature 
and reqUires thO neoe~sary rethinking 

... , f I 

r . ! 
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the instruments of battle-musiO the 
Shooting up the hollow~ng out the soorch 

. ot grass the blasting the chemiOal with 
er11ig were eaoh n string on eteelts 

. \ 

the b~r.th aRt devel­
opment ot the idea ot 
prOgress is preo1s'e~1 
corrospondent With the 
blr~h and development 
ot steel 

under the steel revolut­
ion the Ganges. EUphrates 
and Nile peoples are t·, 
judged to have done no / 
more than languish in I 

the pioturesque 

war is the kernel of' the , 
idea ot prosres's ' 

the: most olamorously 
prdgress~be11ev1ng 
peoples are the ones whO 
make most war 

war is the, climax of 
progress because progres.s 
was' a simple contract of 
w~ on the environment 

vIsr is conducted in the 
air 6 the wa. ters t inside 
the body, the lrWlci 

it is a state not a 
o ire umstanc e. .. 
~prMress is the aOhieve.;. 
ment ot total war 
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manit·Qld bow and one d.ay would make 
a. total harmonl0 c'ontr1butlon (given 
time and th~ r:JSht. conductOrs). to . 
the produot1cn of a t;1nal a~ . single 
instrument that would makesll ll'Dls1c' . 
rise to one ldst definitive cr~aoend.o 

. 1 

HIROOBIMA 

. .. 
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TWsnty-eighth cantiole 

pure the aspirat10nstratght the 
flight but a little question at 
the diSplaoement ota1r the ex,' 
haust thG ~ollution of oon~eptuo11Y 
annoying partioulars such as ~u.ngs 
ner~ous system eardrUmS and other 
soft pro~ns1t1es wsre overlooked 
an the basis of a giant error oomm 
1tted early in the soholastic argu 
menta namely that the world 'Vias 
1ntell.Gc'tually oreeted grew itself 
from con'copts" But this was l',!st 
d1sprovedby theYfr1 mindS bellev 
ing it and soon it was seen that 
life is not .n,eoessar11y ma1;hemat 
ioal nor lnt1nl te 0 onoepta the 
edges of 1'intte taots ~dthat 
the idea ,of a ttxed oreation a de~, 
tag on whioh 1 t was all rigged _' 
and- sh1pahaped into bursting. action 
then launohed and let· elid~ into 
theoonso1ousness was rot And 
this entails a period ofhoapital 
laat10n given the frightful gap 
between the application and the lIJIGT!l 
facts the conceptsapd,the un~on ;>"l 

oeived the g1'Von·the hwmning ·the 
throbbing' of the whole machine' .. ( 

all the revo1ut1ons 
tr:lbutary to that of 
steel (nameltthe lutheran 
the industrial and the 
frenoh) stem from the 
mediaeval so hoole 

the newton1an dOC trine is 
a picture of lUe' an int­
ellectual tor this reSSal 
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the baokward peoples who 
took over the ruins of the 
Roman empire ignorant evenot, 
the f1rstprinoiple of pereont~ 
Ell oleanliness (hence' the \ 
plagues) needed's lang , 
30urney or selt .. d1scoverr 

their- starting point was 
Golgotha 

the c cncept . of the clock 
(1 e the safe tioking ~t 
or the silent pool ot t1n:e 
in regUlar bea ts) and the 
o onceptof zero or 1nt1nl ty 
(the silent pool itself) 
were both mental innovations 
of the mediaeval monesteriea 
They were the tw~ root ot 
the steel revolution They 
were an e1'fort to oontain 
lite inside a system ot the 
mlnd 1 e asohedule It was 
demanded ,by- the ,organisation 
at religious 111'e into 
oommunity torms tor the tirst 
time in Ohristendom 'lhe 
mmks gathered together 
against the darkness of the' 
age (and· the barbarian dark. 
ness 1n81d~ themselVes) 

Thus the steel revolution.-. 
thrwgh aU its later 
sChedule-tishtening convul-" 
sions whether lutheran . 
industrial or jacobin .... 
was always and exclusively 
a theological matter 
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you oan gu~d againlt the d18 
rupt10n at seasons by means of 
central heating insulated tur 
ltned boots electrio blankets 
double Windows fitted carpets 
sunray lamps p1ckmeups' sauna 
baths m9.sssses end also air em 
dlt10ning t~ the sudden S11Dll:ler 
day in heart. ,of autumn not to 
mention the- frost in the QtG 
daye But plants requtre sure 
11 many years or indoctrination 
teohnical guidance gentle a 
ss1stance in understanqing the 
nature of ,our epoch 1n whioh 
astonished they tind themselves 
prepar1ng1nd&rk wtn~er earth 
the sap the root tor peep1rig e. 
mergenoe 1n .spring aild high per 
formance in swmmer without the 
seasons being nec-essar111 there 
having only the poor' and1nsutt 
1c1ent guidance ot many millenia 
behind them the teohnical asslst 

h1roshtma exploded history 
To 'try to oollect up the 
bltsinto om. Qrder sUggest­
ing forethought and, control, 
beoame r~141oulous 

~ 

the disturbanoe otrad1ot­
aotivo' balanoe means the 
disturbanoe ot all natural 
prooesses ' 
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anoe ot only stars the moon the 
raSing sun, and timely irrigations 
made by rain and blind mineral 
aot1vity and busy worms and winds 
that p~une deoay inseminate 

J*fI-- ... L • 
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1n the old-stylG,weather 
Italy was the balanced Zale 
between 'the harsh sahara 
oven end' the cold Atlantic 
Rome (an Etrusoan s 1 te ) waS 
onoe said to be the perfect 

I ~ choice man ever made for a 

'., 

city given its position 
between the mountains' and 
the sea The Italian sun 
used to rise like a gerig in 
the sky and rematnsteaqr 
in "8. blue sky Its steadin.-~ 
css gave .rise to an arrog­
ance .. of' flesh among' the 
people \vh1oh it 1s hard 1;9 
imagine now Vlhen, the ol .. d-
-style balance collapsed 
the Mediterranean fulcrum, 
disappeared and Ita11~ 
weather 't)ecame as unpred­
ictable qs any nQ:bth of the 
Alps And Italr became a 
northern .country in all 
senses" Lat1nltr beoatrle 
an an~ohrQ\1sm 

when the'possibillty ot 
sownd health oeased Italy 
oeased 

Italians say ·prosperlty 
has brought us angulah~ 
~e ,steel revolution gives 
first the sugar and the 
sheen and theB the bitter 
o ore 
(n b the oommun1st revolut~ 
ion 1s the steel revolution 
enElC ted Suddenly and '\e r'!l 
late in a t'eudal SoCiety) 
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tor a time Amerioa was 
th~ sUgar and the sheen 
t or many millions inside 
and outside the American 
oontinent ' 

alone with two thieves he 
hung ll1r inS the night 
the thieves understood 
him 



Thirtieth C.8ntlole 

, ~ 

nations make DlUS:1c Hearts 
in Inal1¥ places SinS The 
w1theredv1nO the oaotuo 
burned by 0014 the olive 
nipped in 'the flower their 
music make ,So let despond 
enoy not dim yoUr tune Be 
not overruled b1 these our 
multiple deathS demise of 
ohemical initiative tft the 
delving root the' smile For' 
orohe$~ras will r1ng.doSplf;Q 
th$ tall surOel1se ot sap 
oBnnot stQP the1r' aODsbut . 
rather make new harmonleD 

the ste'$l revolution haa 
Oheated 'today's eb11d ot 
plQce HGuG e his burning 
res.en«anent Whioh ~an tinA 
noworas 

the steel revOlution was an 
assault ,on belongins 
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but in steel we are dealing not 
wi th the hard square angled 8S 
it seems at first· Not with. the 
neator1g1nal sOheme by whiOh 
the wild heart aimed to bestruot 
ured kept c onflneddependable 

steel was not only a dream to 
render finite that whiCh threat 
ened to escape beyond the due 
measure or rathor the measureable 
steel aimed to extend to break 
beyond the place the hot oentre 
oonfined 01i:ole the hone the birth 
the death the dally $ound of 
work the,expeoted and the acoepted 
the purring Silenoes of truth . 
by explosion tbrust estab11:shment 
of intricate bodies to).' higher 
than the eye Co Uld hope w the 
mind contain or wUd heart love 

. .J.:::e- the steel revolu t ion 
J:tke all r evolut !one was 
a orude statement ot some.' 
thtng that later looked 
very much like its opp:. 
osita (rather as the 
trenoh revolution ola~ed 
democracy and estab11.shed 
a Olass) 

B teel was what tore up 
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the old apparentlY tar 
a new fixed order but tB 
faot, tor the denial ot 
'synmetrr 

.... 

the steel 'revolution was a 
reorganisation ~ the 
nervous system 1e we oan 
now stand much greater 
speeds changes or climate 
situation friend or home 
than any previous creature 
we are not vb ole a~ the,. 
We are not truly made 
We have" simply srownthis 
layer We have come this 
far to reaoh where' the 
Chinese were' three thoU$~ 
and ysars ~go 



,. -- 911rtz-seoond canticl.e 

the man of steel sees the past 
as asuoQ8sslve olimbing to the 
final realisation of a now statiC 
ii always improving k1nSdom. Of 
steel soalpels engines oleval' 
oomputers pUla to br1ng ott and 
put on not to say revolvers' ,He 
prides himself on an unfl'1noh1Dg 
reao~1on to anything new prov' 
ided 1t1s ot ,8 steel that 1s 
olearly structured nature and_not 
tnvisible magnetic nan spat1a,1 
l1nmeasureable for the 0001 mind 

.' f 

, 
.1 

the famous disgust of the steel 
man taNSrds his 0Vt'l odours not 
to eay his love sltmo was nothing 
but a cr1tio1em he was making of 
his om barbario state and there 
tore a rise from it He was shedd 
ing thebo~ esoapinS its grip 

,. . 

the steel man derives 
great 0 antort '1' not' erotiC 
oxultation trom aCQelerat~ 
ion Hence his w:l.11lrlg in­
oarceration in the auto-, 
mobile and his pride tn its 
a11entttranetormat1o.ns 
w1ndow-s11dings hushed 
spurts at the tottobJ, of a 
dig1t 

thus the puritan revolution 
(which oreated Amer1ca as a 
steel dream) wae the essenc; 
of the at eel revolution 
T.be puritan'revolution tn 
England caused the indust­
rial revolutlC1i there 3ust 
over a oentury later It 
was the adoption at the 
steam engine that won the 

_Amerioan states their indep·· 
- 'endenoe', and their victory 

agalns:t the south 

the so-called dark age , 
tollbWing the brealaip of 
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the steel man saw steel 
torms-'as the' unfolding 
of long historioal pro 
casses ~,1ng us the . 
crown of nch1evGm~t 1n 
what might be called hi$ 
.sleepwalk of hege11an1sm 

the Roman oities iLnd their 
middle olass and their gods 
and their memory of Greece 
never opened at any stage 
into lisht 

some further· dark agES: 
transpired At no point 
was a. ohristian civilisation . 
aChieved 

everything from the spinning 
aenny to the moonf11ght 1s 
the barbarian 'a idea of 
glamOUr 

all his enterprises have 
beenoloaked military opera 
atlons lnolud1ng '1.'V fUms 
'the loud~peaker 

it there haS been any hegel.· 
ian or \Ul1' oluing h1st or·1oD.l 
theme in our past 1 t was the· 
gradUQl enrolment of every .. 
creature no matter what hie 
village enclave olUb in the 
world military enterprise 
of the last two thousand 
years 

those men most hege11an.l e 
most fiXed 1n the illusion 
ot progress bee ome the 
cruellest war leaders (the 
german torch passed into 
american hands via the 
br1 tlsh emp1re) 
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tar trom light havlDg 
s~own oyer the centuries 
fran a 48l'k beslnn1Ds 
there W8$ at tlrste Gree.k 
11sht at Meaopatamlan. 
orls1n (whlohwae In tum 
at In41anor1s1n) whioh 
shone in tho deserta of 
tl;1&,' , 'l'he.)b8, 14 ( paUl p An. tOftf-1 
PBChom1uu) and thon eeemea. 
'smaller 'and smaller as the 
4arkness or the next two 
thousand years arew rQUlc\ 
it A reliSion in Christta 
name hoe not yet been mooted 
letalCDe a oiv11isatlon 
been based on it 

hlstar.vle' development ~ 
t1me was therefore our idea 
(embe.ddQ4 1n·our ·01.111s­
at101lf,) 

the word ohristlan cannot 
desor1~e a o1,,111eatlO11 

"beoaU$e 1 tmeans war 
Ohrist det1no4 this ift his 
tI, brine not what you asswne 
to be peaoe but thefrwora.,pt 

A perlod 01' hish tGyor sweats 
out our poisons 

in the east flu is called 
the oleanslna 41se8se It 
.attaoks most tr~quently those 
Qunk in selt~1Ddul.genoe 
iher r$qu1rc;t , tever to Shed 
their poisons That was true 
of the barbarians who took 
oV~ the Roman ap1re 'l'h$t 
1$ the roason tor tho steel 
rovolution' 
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the steel man saw camectlc:m. 
onlytn terms at the system 
ot hlasenaes, Ie to be real. 
a thlng had to be $$ett" touobe4 

the so1ent1s'e. thus supereec1G4 
(to hlp astonishment·) ,he steel 
l1J1n looked: in a vls1cm.aryyet 
no less falso vGr$1cm of selt 

the steel man. taking fright 
at himSelf undoes t,he hardness 
thus aChieving ~ hitherto.un 
surpassed 0 ompass iCJ;l; oalm 

'\ 

p1'1va:~e O~ tleshly aspects ot 
Chr1st's 'sworq.' 

'scienoe' merges into an 
eXploration of ,the non-sensual 
erct~ 

pageant $0100001 e the moon­
flight 1s. that orav~d brthe 
,steel man 

~ootJt~igh1;is moontr1ght 

the adoption ot lang hair and' 
loose olothes may max"k the 0 m':' 
version or the steel man Short 
lethe Roman model tmitate4 by 
those di$posed to the mU1 tary 
version Qt lite-

111 the .eighteenth· oentury vast 
vl1g$OOre mounted on natural. 
hair' to signify the abundance. 
of feeling before it was cut 
short by' the steel revolution 
in. its finalotages 

the barber otten tiDls himSelf 
.~ an attitude of vG'lgetulness . 
towards the hall' under his c~ 
and . 

the mote. react1ona~ thesociet.y 
the more the barber identities 
l'i1niselt Wi th his steel. 
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the t'irs.t s't$el men the ste$l . 
dreamers were the weak disease­
prom. areas of our boa., dev1s1ns 
a protect1vt;) system torthe:1r 
survival. 

without mines a1r-p~lut1Dg 
l'aUways 'oare factories planes 
without nervtus tens10n wars 
O(lstins mlUlone of deathS 
bOmbsd1spo&tng .of ' entire 
populations: C.~1st1anlt,.. would 
not have sur,,! ve4 . 

1ndustr1e.1:tsatl<n waS the tl~G," 
clear panic meseure of survi:'Ial 

the ,Church, brought In .its I 

pla1nly ml1~ t$17 arm (the 
J~ult$·,.organlse4 Ulic1er a 
t'senerai')llt .. a t~e. When the 
oollapse wao' imminent ~. 
period c:oino1ded Wlthth& t~st 
~plarll.tlons at the Amerioas ' 
Wh!Qh were an aspeot or indust. 
r'lallsat1on 1 e the mobilisation 
at· J"es curoes tor war 

n b that the industrial rovol~ 
utlan took plac$ in England 8a 
part ot a desperate attempt to 
escape the Oonse.quences of the 
war-blocaQe against Napoleon 
She had to produce jer own 800ds 
All suCh adV~nOflSIJ. belil8 aspects 
of war l' wheth~ industrial 
teclmol.og1ctU or .scientifio, 
taka plt10e by .tr.u~ans orand 
through war'alma' 
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Th1rty~th1rd Canticle 

'," I' \ 
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it would be a mistake to as&wmG 
that the ateelmen were the, equ1 V 
alent or or identical with or Q 
simple definition ot the middle 
class certa1tiiy they were its 
leading 11gh's but ar.mles at e~m 
ple people not given tostael 
thinking were prone to 'heir bland 
lehman" in the torm ot blaok 
mines eighteen-hour days and the 
Bwea tins ot, c h11dren 1hey 8ay 
t~t men and women copulated Willy 
nllly 1n the mines as the mood' 
took them thUS $howlns a Cholae $ 
predilection tor barbarl$m Per 
hapS' the steel revolution W8S 'more 
e mass affair than we think • 
populatlve olamour tor same re.enge 
on thehealtby body on h1stot7 ' 

it is often sald that the Jews, 
showed little resistance in 1;he 
campe of the last W8l" that they 
could eaal1yhave turned onthe1r 
guardS being millions agalnst an. 
armed handful But given a oerta1n 
implaoable ohoioe it may be bet 
ter to choose death T.h1s mar, 
have been a decision on behalf 
ot: purl t1 It may have been the 

'. 

• I 

peasants in their' thousands 
and then 'm1l11ons beoame 
scheduled. workers supply-=­
ing so to speak the C hore 0-' 
8rap~ required by the 
steel men 1 e no languish­
ins ln silent unfoldtng 
fields but people moving 
like clockwork 



answer ot the animal. cased who 
will not mate ar run because 
he knows he is not ono but all 

in the same way the 0 hosen 
peopleot the eas·t 1 e the indians 
might ohoose the~ I death 

(0 

. the agreement to become a 
working Olass~p11es an 
agreement to further the 
steel deCision 1·e the 
steal revolution was a 
universal movement 

the Jews ohose not only 
death by gas but also 
hitler 
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Th18tz-tO'lirth canticle, 
. . 

the war~hat tJudc1eD1y 6384'1 
found before him w~s surely I 
am say1Dg hiS om life explocl 
1ng The putf ot oltok1Dg oor~1 'M 
the quiok probing act10n at the' 
$hell and then the scream were 
onlY' the unfolding of that which 
he was with in Yet he did not. 
knOW nor appro:ve nor partioipate 

tor we are the people Who enac.t 
what we alread,y are inside tn 
order to be()omB tor other mill 

SuCb is the 1rQDf otthe 
ohristian doCtrine at 
progre1:!·s·. dart VEld from a 
popular.1sat1on ot the Hebrew 
idea of a divinely appointed 
people. that after nearly 
2000 years' we are reachtng 
an appreciation of indian 

. rmlS 10 •. namely the old.est· 
musioal forms in existenoe 

ions an oPPosite enaotment 
" • r ~. 

I • 

in bee om1ng $U4denll a war numb 
er bereft ot his g1r1 home pros 
peo,ts of aU Ii 19n ot a . past of 
emneot1Q\8 even ··.of· mother~$ 
love our 53847 was.dolnsnone oth 
e1" than passing into hls 1d~,'t;itr \. 

we are shedding the 111us1~ 
ot you and I The steel men 
were the creators .ot you and 
I in order to achieve CIle 
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the barbed wite, the $huttllnS 
tit night as a, recce part" passsd 
the $tUled err of someone not 

I I 

even t ight1nS were the steel pro 
3eot1ons of the t1sht he had In. de 

to take an example "One 4ay, be 

un1tied 'experienoe 1 ethel" 
. ~et1ne4 the You and I to the 
t 1ne point where 1 t no longer 

, clung 'to plaoe but made a 
Common life the world over 
It was a brutal and pr1m1 tive 
version of the eflstern praot­
lee of dete.o'hmell1; 

tore he ever dreamed he mdght 
be taklns the pin out of a hand pl·.· .. 
grenade and throwing i:t;, he sat 
wi tb hie sirl on a ,sWJmGr, evtm1li8 
~ln8 about hOW they had' reaohed 
asurtel1i and muet perhapS S0l111 
t1mee admit a desire for s()nl.eone 
else 'At whiCh tlbe showed a flinoh 
,1ng surprise Not marw v/Geles had ' 
passed wmn _he returnE)4 to him 
shame eyed find $aid, s.~ hael lain 
all night on Q badin the nude 
withe bol' 'not himself Alid from 
that moment the lOVe he Wished tbQ 
Sirl he Wished. the bed he wl$hed 
were tbne to death they were no 
more And was he not the oause? 
had hanot aSked her to do \,hat 
be, pe:rhapsoould ne1'er br1nS him 
selt to do but in.isted must, be 
done 88 macbeth did but lett the. 
deed to his witet And 'lelt not 
the samo with war, Owlet it not . 
be that structures CIt steel of Whioh 
he 41sfOP:raved and whiOh 1ndEJed 
were (Jutting him lnelde h~4 still 
to reaoh their zonlthln his blood' 
could it not be that "hU. he , 
asked tor lave he h84 11; not at alit 

in whioh case the war was EW'~ad7 
there One might Gwn fJ8:1 each 
young man :tJo hiS own devastation 

Soma to $l~~pleGs n18hts scme to 
bile some to eXtorm1nBt1on '111 camps 

the manifold steel revol~ 
ut10n lies already 1n the 
unknowing ohild 
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the obild wakes to various 
Unexpected Shocks acoord·· 
1ngt 0 the role he haa' 
ohosen 

h~ chooses his period his 
tunctlao as the pOllen 
chooses the flower 

1 t is no good. looking. t C1l' 
tmy' etC this.' tree will . 
because tree will is exer­
Qised by that in \1S whioh 
is not lOU or I . It does 
not speak or log10 oho·p 
,It transpires 
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Thirty-fifth canticle 

tranalated 1nto steel terll'lJ 
53847'$ words to bis girl.. 
were a destruction of plaoe 
'Dley. Bsked tar a considQJ'Elt~on 
ot all humf.Ul beingS in whe. tever 
home Q~ tho objects or desire 
in whatever other h~n beingS 
thus removing the question 'of 
f1delltr· trom Me. arena home 
looalltrT.he matter otd$$lre 
was thus transferred trom. his' 
and he~s to e110t ours And 
l1mitless 0 onstructlons 'sh1n1Dg: 
1nt1nlte tlad WClt And steel­
supported roticle that ran from 
town to town were running alS'o 
in him And one plaoe one girl 
one sure tlial1_ was now B. prison 

... 

he has unknow11ngly . 
uttered the te~s ,of the 
steel revolution whOSe 
rational publlclt1 he' 
would rejeot 

steel structures imply.sex 
freedom 

homoSexu.al:1t1 baing d1sgust 
of (1 e sal-t·.identification 
'With) the womants sottnes$ 
is 8 transferenoe of the 
steel :revolution' to t.he . 
S()z organs 

all this 1s en attempt to 
d1ssolvesex differenoe and 
rise "from the barbarian 
desire tor as$~ult 



collsp'e and. rise are e1m ... 
. _ '!ltaneous Th' ooUapse ~ 

.~-+'~ ~- ~~.. r+·the Rqm6Dl empire was the 
.J' t. riSG of: the Christian, empire 

so he lett· himself with onl,.' 
Sphotograph. of the g1rl which 
he lookei at every dar to the 
tune of the guns untU it be 
came Gxaotly what1t was 1, e 
a steel idea conveyed by blaok 
and Vlh1~e dots He glanced at 
it 1n bivouacs at night WhEll 
screams had died Until her 
tace was gone and all. he saw 
was spots #. e 8 steel memento 

He noW oould conoentrate on 
war which was his metier 
on soreams that seemsd to be 
his ~ And ~any times he 
passed the body of a 'boy and 
thousht suppose, that he 1s me 
and death tra.nslates me trom 
this me to other mas t~ ev .. 

And home· and kiss and warm 
place died: ow,' beoauso- they 
were whQre he 0 Olldbelong 
For all the revolution in him 
said you have no place to 1S,7 
'l'flAI'''' "~M nn fAt\9 'to reo~1se 

l 
I \ 

l~_ ~ These' historian's definitions 
have to be unraveU~d~ with 
th",1r tendenoy to hegelian 
d1agnoSlcs 

the melting of sexes was to 
be sefm duriDs Rome ts tall 
0$ ciur1rs Constantinople's 
.as dur1t8 Venice t $ ('~he men 
Bra \'Omen" 'tthe women men., and 
both are monkers,t---Gozzl', 
of the last Veil1C)'e) 

t-he1 were parts .otthe same 
sexual deoision I e the 
christian world must also 
sl'owly groom ltswoJ:TJe1i to 
be saored (not simply -to be 
described as sacred as 1n 
Cb1\t81ry) 



every flash otbayanet ever,r 
blast anrtOUt'lcec1., the Gallte to 
him. the t never must he paus'e 
or lsy hlshead tor here was 
no security no welcome hom.e 

1114004 the meanlns of" every 
whiZz1ngoar' the, whtstle of 
airbUSes overhea4the flicker 
at screen$' is y~ do not belong . 

,I 

i ,$ we do not belong on the . 
earth And the steel revolut.;. 
lon was one at maDlf convUlSion 
to tear us tromthoilluslm. 
or settling down even Vit1le 
it see~d with tts permanent 
steel structures to otfer a 
·secu.rl ty or' 'tenure' B$ never 
betor,e 

thereath (l.1fe)1s only a 
medium" a way at expressing 
it Ohrist·a way of putt:l.ng 
th10 VIas a Hebrew war ('hate 
your mother and tnther 9 ) 

designed to shake the pe'ople 
.from a slaugh of tain1IJ' 

thus the steel structures were 
to give uS- a temporerr supP; 
prt during our first flight . 
fran pl, aoet from the hot bar ... 
barian deslre' ~o put down 
roots ~e1 pravente4 USc trom 
succumb :tngtop&nlo;1n tho 
t1rst unoertain moments of 
lOStng a home And the" were 
tilt) mesne by which we lost a 
home 
TO put tt 1n sumerian terms. 
the steolstruc'tures were 
8oij1ev&a by Enkadu the msA. 
unaViare that Golgemesh the 
h8lt~d1v1ne weS behlnd him. 
waiting to reap the t~lts 

1 e cars etc being emanations 
of steel 
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!~_ * '.. ihlJ.-t;y-suth oanticle 

one 'of the ironies' is· that ali 
these endeavours etbacks sur 
vivals explosive fates add up 
to no golden age' nor the ach1e.ve 
·m~t 'tor any '?lhole people or 
t1m.e ,or glObal t4tateotwhat, 
disht be called imperiShable 
graoe. It may happen t~tr one 
man ot·· ten or ht.tlt to one and . 
811 to a million It nay oome 
now tor ,an instant ~. delay&. 
thousand years It mar reach 
what seems a climax only to 
instantly fall It may be seen 
tor less than ~ moment or the 
'whole of a lite And what tor 
ue is a m1l11cn deathS may be 
a subscription to something we 
cannot see but which another 
may inherit V/h10his to say 
that in whatever t1rre or place 
whatever C troumstsnce the sub 
soription whether ot life ~. 
death 1s always to \parlous 
f.lower1ngsot a mole body un 
divided into one ar two or 
here and noW Whioh is to say 
again that you and I are not 

Nevertheless some movements 
are d'isoernible though not 
in a graph. of getting bet 
ter or talling into worse 

war settles en each area as 
the steel revolution ie, re­
quired by peoples, to burst 
u'pon them and expl04e their 
past Beno e 1 ts appearance 



in varying degrees in the 
east 

where 1 t does not appear the 
people have no need of it 

the war haS v~1OUS forms 
trom the use of high explOS­
iVe and the 3et flame to the 
working, of goars and the 
man1pulat1ol1ot knobs . The 
war thus pressGs home the . 
ter.ms Of the stee1revolut­
~on Qaoh moment, of the dar 

I 

the war in ita manifold. 
tOlmS shocks the people out 
01' thO sense ot belong1!8 to 
anyone, place 

as the automobile drives the 
jetoraft flies, so the'TV 
picture retersus to othGr 
places other t1m.es al.w~s as 
piotures dlsso1"1~ 1n'CO 
others out into others 

w~ ere in overy way trans­
ported 
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.'l'hlr;!Y~se~en tb ,0 antic lE! 
I ~. \. i 

". .~' -... -" 
he faunct' whenhlS rwar was 
over that peace. 10.10. not Qonte 

. t ~ 

many times he dreamed it 
then 1 t oeaaed and dark 

. came Onoe two kinge oame 
to his blaok tent ~ey. 
told h1m his bU8'iness with 
the women giggling behind 
veils outside Then horsee· 
tw14e the size of a ohUa 

..-.. 
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bellet in onselt as the 
ol1max-soc1ety of history 
and in advanoe ot the past 
itl the barbarian' s failure 
to penetrato beyond him-
self It ooincides with tho 
infliotion of war on undefend-· 
ad peoples and thoCrUG+lest 
revenges i1Jle barbarian '0 
difficul.ty in penetrating 
beYOild h:l.s own bot s'elf 
creates astrOQg sense tn htm 
of . 'other· people as separable 
and by implication inferior 
tJ\ll men are1s1ands' is the 
he1gh-t ot the barbarian . 
pl111osophy 

the barbat'lan and the half;'~ 
divino present the tenSion 
0'£ histOry by thS3.r s~gle 
Wi th eab.;h 'othGr( inside the 
same' man) Enkad.u and Gol­
s(!mesh 

, ' 
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came eteamtng from their I 

walk and ruaset1'ed And 
another time it oa. 1n 
a city by the sea with 
bllnds against ;the' SUD •. ~, ~ l-

And then 1t wa-s'"ti man a'~ -
lone In', h'is room; Mdthen-
a s1rloo a hill in. th8" ' '. 
even1nS and very still 

end so "it wove in and out 
Ofepace and ti1l1e whi0h ere 
not fixtures of reality but 
little vel1s to be drawn a 
side if so it takes the 'wi.ll 

-.j 

. , 

the. ba.~bo;rlan 1s. engUlfed 
by the hot demand~of his 
own nature and these may 
convino's him that he 1s a 
man ot control and even ot 
civilisation 

Attl1a the hUn never hes1t­
atedHe sworetbat wherever 
his hotsG trod the grass 
w,wldnever grow agam He 
could not afford to, he'$lt~ . 
ate beoause at the power at 
his own tears 

history is an attempt t~o 
'systemat1so' the past as it 
wa had no other place bu~ 
hare 

civilisation eql\ala no 
histor,y 

history is a glanCing.baok 
and f ort"Jard in the act ot~ 
buUding, When the bullding 
is done ?lhat-we-are replaces 
what-we-have-done and what­
wc~shElll-'do 
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offloial peace came 1n torm 
at hungry memories stop ci~l 
dran wandering skies undefined 
by oarved t Cps of houses pal 
aces stop no roads to know the 
truth by nor the expected oox­
ner stop A whiff ot someone'a 
death a gleam of bones stop 
this peace surely no ohange 
stop in fact Vl&r only the 
ourtain raiser stop and this 
peace a first tired soene 
stop the denouement long to 
transpire stop war here to 
stay stop repeat stay stop 

5384'1 was transported 9home 0 
atter the war but d14 not 
reoognise it because plaoe 
had died 1n him He sa.w the' 
reces he knew bl1 the motor 
oentra of h<llle in himself 
was gme 

not that his own home had 
been blovm. sky' high It . 
nearly had The ettect· would 
have bean the same Tha loss 
ot home wes no less among 
thOse WhO returnecl hom to 
unsoathed streets Bombs 
had exploded in 'people" 1be 
external. bombs were only 
tm outer realisation of: the 
1nner deoision 
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Not mist these are 
fumes This not the 
earth but ba~tle 
field War has moved 
to organsbt1s8ues, 
air the waters 

anaOhronistic the 
bombs the Qoreame of 
women War 1s now 
secret ions ~ 
wasesin the oel1 

\ •. 

" .. 
T' 

these are smokes at tear "he 

~ ... ',," , .,.. 
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bombs were the steel. revolut';' 
lon blowlns out the last re­
doubtsot lnttm80r place 

(we remember how the streets 
used to bEl hot with belong1ng 
Now they must be pa1nted 
planted with trees given vl:stas 
We dldn ft, see them before 

. We were simply' in them This is 
how the most unsightly slums 
were loved) 

al~ays remembering that the 
ob3eot1veof ohr1st1an1tr was 
not to create a oiVilisation 
Indeed that 'oould never have 
o ome . within 1 ts mope g1 van 
the hordes it had to educate 
from. barren savagerr 

Christ ccntrolled the eduO-· ' 
etlan'so to speak His oUdeQ" 
iva was never pockets of oiv" 
111Sat1an but a worldwide 
presentation of the most 
ancient thOUght, more anoient 
than Judah '!his came to him 
via Greece It travelled along 
trade routes from the east to 
the Mediterranean 'lb.e Jewe 
were 1ts v.ehicle to the Roman 
empire ''" 
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thunders of engines otdls 
turbed thought These vi 
brat10ns Bre attempts at 
aotion The orowded c an1nss 
and goings exohanges at 
a~rports. st~ped passports 
gauges olockS pressure 
valves are us heaving us 
asteam with hot oonoern 

what diseases what 
plagues Like a land 
scape they untold 
What disasters 
End of mtassage 

.. . 

, I 

, .. 
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she has proved that' she' Is, 
light by dying 1 ~so man" 
times she d1.8d-, By 8 
stream on Q So many ~ople 
has she been llow this 
mother weaves tn and out 
of death unveils her 
self How like a waking 
and an 1n~Ubatory sleep 
it is Bow we can see 
her When we C lose our 
touch her in oursleap 
iiOO aU sha is how 
'mother How white a 
million t !mes BOW both 
she 1S having the male 
c anplete And how light 
she knows how to be 
come how snent 

~. 

war is' 'thestrliggle to 
eliminate as in vomiting 
or d3.ar1'hea 

(i ~ (. ..::.. R ...J2.,'/ 

J ~r1~. / ~It.<-~) 

f'~ ~ ~GJI 
Ih, dlV'I~ ~ ~ 
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Fortieth cantiole . . 

having lost his plso'e he 
began to look for It no1i 
knOW1ng that this was all 
designed He looked 1n 
faoes familiar' plaoes 
but nothing transpired to 
teaoh him who he was 
EVen mother and tather 
were now remote Knowing 
that en~oyment 1s a 
sign at belonging he tried 
toen30Y but not belong 
inS anywhere he ooulCln't 

he tried to talk to walk 
but got strange looks HiS 
talk was la1m his walk un 
stea4y }liS mother gazed 
at him but oould not f1m1 
her scm. And he not her . 

1'" 

538OJ7 'whom the Lord loveth 
he ohasteneth t 

his nevervhevtng belonged was 
a fact blown into him by war 
war' was the first drastl0 step 
to understanding that his not 
belongtng was tar trom balns 
an unoarmr state the m1rror 
of tl"Uth 



Forty**f1rst canticlct 
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for five, years or more he 
looked in the faoe at' an 
other and did not find h1s 
VlU'e Looked for another 
and another but d1dnot 'See 
that the ,original premise 
or which "QnotheJr' was the 
supposed varia'tim had been 
lacking Like a man who 
never havtng had a horse 
was look1ng for tanotherono t 

which aooounted for much 
travelling and lookine in faoes 

he tended to cast baOk 
glanoes to thet1me whEiiL 
'she t had been there And 
all he remembered Of the 
original'she wa~ aserles 
of steel.evoked blaok 
dots on an ageing pieoe 
of paper kept in the int 
ereets at extra prase" 
atton in the leaves of a 
book and not any longer 
in a pocket aver his 
soldleros heart 'ahe~ 

I 

~he kef began to turn in the 
. loCk vjl,en he realised after 

many slow steps that indeed 
he. and not supposed :1mplao';;' 
able torces outside' had beED. 
llPk1ng his lite 1 e be had 
to abolish the 82;'chetypes . 
which the barbarian 1magin­
atlah establiShes outside 
1tself and then bows down to 
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was perhaps the nearest 
to the original premise 
at . wife that 'his 1mag1n 
at10n coul·d get So his 
tired .mind adopted her 
Thus he found h1JD:selt 
looklng into other faoea 
tor the presence of black 
steel-engendere~ dots 
J.\nd natursllys1nce his 
methods of Choosing were 
mad his ohoioe was mad 
too and he landed him 
selt with ma.ny olumsy 
bed situations and no wife 

... . , 

and \vhen he tount'[ her 
he knew she was not" 
here or three but every 
where and not a dot 

• ~ J .. 

\ 

1 G he was now tree to act 
because ot1.tsldellfe had no 
existenoe tndependent at h~ 
And dethrOning outside l11'e 
was' a step to de throning inside 
lite He came to know that his I 

area of action or freedom was 
.'. not ·outside t:ir inslde or 8~ • 

,where It ~as Simply where be 
did not belong (1 e freedom 

. was not tn 'space and tiDe/ 
number/identity) 

the. archetypal figure ot 
9 other' people began to 
oollaps~ 

. k JJ'<C~ 1'::. ~ ~ J.=. 

~ dJv.·......i. ,~ tb..r ~ 
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the soldiers have gone home Si0ked 
up now the heroism Rejeoted the ex 
ample of shining valour Medals thrown 
away in truokloads No longer required 
the reminisoeneeGs with their thrilling 
tribal,suggestions or the speeCh by the 
eminent captain All that lay with '1m 
agination flair SZhe smiles 01: boys 
wan wars A tint of hair could be de 
c1s1ve How the general moved his 
shoulders when he had a hunch,oould 
signal victory And 'man ~8t. slnsing 
in the dark But now tl1era 18 '8 function 
olearly marked And if it happens to 
conoern grenades chemioal disruptlcn 
of orops the systematic gutting of 
villages why 'other men Sl'e equally en 
gagod 1n ~emo11tiOnfar peaoeful pUr 
poses in 'orop spraying ev~~ tne t1rtns' 
of 0 ontam1nated areas in the case of 
cattle, disease ete thus showing that 
the funotion only has different resul~s 
in d11'bterent fields One to lite and 
one to death Whioh should not give 
rise to any extraneous dumbshow or 
saorlfioe belief (fourege or anyth1nS 
on the level ot vikins atavism 80 to sar 

so put up your swords PUt up your 
hard' revenges Noth~ now butSh1ntng 

. steel will mest your victory or de 
feat so many have we lost on the war 
Each death each ory is part o~ my • 
anatollW' HaR bland has been the murder 

and how unpausingly the war turns to 
other fields Look how she passes in 
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the. street a d180 Of silver light. 
in her. ey~ where she, has murdered 
a Child ~e hordes that· pour past 
have eaoh a murder under the oareless 
hair So many knives haVe twisted 
in the nlsht so aure,has been the • 
slide of steel the g+e~8 surge<;ni's, ~ 
eye that stays the kicking child 

blessed 1s the women who has 
never I,ong 1s the path of the 
one who has ,ever For ·she has 
cut herself You. did not knite 
anothor in the dark it was 
yourself No wonder that you 
cry Soma ~low~rs have drifted 
sull~y down with. the falling 
ot night in the bOdy in the 
womb and these are far you 

darkness has fallen in the 
passages No torohes gleam 
No glad 1'orragars no 0X 
pending of soft walls A 
oandle spits soma murder 
has been dane .Silence has 
fallen on the cave and 
these mothers, ~111 not 

the murderesses are vouchsafed 
. automobiles and when they 

vreathe out it 1eexhaust gas 

the ol1max of the steel 
revolution lies tn the. 
abortion centre where the 
young c anm.1tt their 
first act or premeditated 
murder which prepares 
them for the bigger acts 
of war 

the a 1 Vine mother VI ill 
not br~' forth in oontl!> 
dit :tons of. capt1vi ty 
Shetheref ore ch oases 
war (teehlncal develop-­
ment) as her' means' of 
esoape 
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cllck goes the oattle sun sl.it 
goes the knife clatter soes the 
pUlley and the blood flows down 
the gutters The walls have heard 
SUOh shouts T.hGy hang by hookS 
T.bese hordes enter by night and 
by morning are divided such 
mUltitudes have been s~en fbetr ~ 
ghosts llve up the hill 1n &Pi I I i:lm~ 

.- ,. ~~, -t j 
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the flesh is 1neuoh turmoil Its 
sex eru~t8· tn meteors'that~11 

,?o 

the use ct· the knite and 
the renunoiation ot the 
knite are close by a 
hQlros breadth (the surgGcn 
is a man ot niGhtmares) 
Henry V11l 9s protestant 
revolution provoked a long 
outbUrst or poetry 1n . 
En8land Napoleonos revol; 
ut 1m provoked the same 1n 
France 

in the eyes of Atar the 
sun god there was only one 
or1me---cook1ng dead flesh 

the da11r extermination at 
antmalS is the war visited 
on other oreatures 'lhus 
they too are drawn tnt 0 
the struggle They are not 
simply edible bystanders 

the tear otthe murd.ered 
becomes the tear of lte 
eater The anger of the 
murdered the anger at 1 ts 
Gater The assaUlt on the 
murdered the assault an 
the eater (At the moment 
of alaushter the an1mal t s 

, tarror is said to seorete 
e. ~po1Son or aoid into the 
system ibis bee omas the 
POlSCIl ot the eater) 

~. I: 
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across the sky ihe heart beats 
fitfully 1n wmdein drifts that 
take wholeo1ties bladders livers 
With them There is a stateot 
fever in the h1l1s ibe patl~t 
landscape trembles to the point 
of m~et10 attraotion Depend 
ant corpusoular popUlations un 
accountably die ott or juet as 
unaooountably do away With them 
selves Night and dar andsott 
and hard and grow1ng and dymg 
and laughing are all miXed up 
And Ebtlrely Dther tarms such 
as only the stars mUld tell . 
are lurk1qg,in the smi1ing dark 

I." 

( 

I 
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the Visible 1s an end.ot­
the-line product at the 
:lnvisible 

nature disasters and body 
disasters are the, same 

the Garth 1s equally with 
Qurslv8s a hospital oase in 
dire stress 

the bel·levers'.111 thevis1ble 
are Ylct1m9: of 'unaccountable t 
disease l 
disease :l.s a great CJR small 
attempt at SUicide 

smoking drinklng. over- ' 
sexualIty, speed1ng t . drug-­
taking', nlght-waketalness 
are extensional diseases 
('- e 'outside props are, 
gently or harshly Gngaged 
to fulfil suicide) The 
non-extenslonald1sease 
of'tencontraoted as a 
result of these extensional 
ones is carefully separa~4 
by tho mind fran its cause 
(is 9unaoc'ouutable f ) 

suicide is a savogs haste 
tor the diV1ne Without 
acquaintance wi'tl't it 

tbe voice of agnosticism 
is the engine ' 
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Fortl~th1rdcant101e 
b 

talm flies settling an an 
arsoniO-impregnated pad. 
They will mate (l sec ond be 
tore dying in order to a 
ahleve s60urlty not progeny 

death-sex is the musio ot 
war Where halls ~ere 8t 
mospheres rlng wlthdeath 
sex becomes remedial. and 
gives rise to anger and then 
more remedial sex in ever 
darkening spiralS to despair 

hence we have the disarming 
ocntradlctlan much felt by 
beg~ers that the practise 
of sex draws 10.' inch by inoh 
to where she :;Languishes and dles 
and will not longer recognise 

the use of sex: tor the dis-· 
burdenment of sarrow leads 
to turthersorrow It arises 
trom the mistake that ·we 
belong hare 

sex isoonoonent wltb matl .. 
ness but love is not· . 

I. I t" 
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it wUl never be sa:1d of the bird 
tha t he tal1e1 111 any partioular 
Hls pecking-will be perfeot his 
hop9 thG'k1nd or1ginallr endowed 
His worm will. slide the same in 
eaCh ~llenial field And he will 
sins frODl the Selfsame tJ'ee that 
ev~ hussed with shade his song 

it will not be,sald that this was 
wrons muoh f-less' 'lraelevnnt It' ,I 
will not be S61e1' that what he ~ 
tunes his ~ong b" oan be wrens or 
what he hopS by can be mal1ntormed 

absent to, htm is the pr~sent vol~e 
that m hiAsings And absent is 
the wira inside his claw And ab 
sent is the tigure inside the gloom 
that makes h1ms1nS and 'touchos 
leaf to make the warming tire 

everything or a techni0al 
character has the same 
funot1on .. --'of telling the 
story 01' the world as if 
it were the only plaoe 
Heaven end hell are further 
extensions of this idea on a pre-steel level 

the suicidets 'conviction 
tlt.\ t lite is r 19ht at the 
bottom drab is a. recogn­
ition of tbe fact that we 
do not belong here, with­
out the WhereWithal to 



T 

....... / 
1 

it will not be said that an, 
th1ng of hie is hiS that song 
that olaw that peck that pounce 
belong to him Nf)ver will it 
be sald that he 1s present to 
himself and owner of h1s Sitts 
or that the gloom of the. leav~s 
that hold~ his, SODS 1$ where he 
only ~elcmga and always rests 

realise 1 tin. experienoe 
Henoe the need tor teoh1ncal 
assistance 

the yawning eu~urbs of the 
- 1?l1rtles, tat with 'realitY". 

produoed the.ir suburban 
Beelzebub In hitler He 
was simply their al tar ego 
1110 middle olass eI erywhere 
simply carrle1 out in bed 
and ,behtnd locked doors 
what be an~ounced publicl,. 
The jews were reviled a 
million times over. and they 
reviled thensel1es a million 
times over., before hitler' 
put it. into po11e1cal len'; 
gUGgs 

the homosexualitY' and herm­
aphord1t1sm that markper10ds 
of great fr1ction of ideas 
are a Withholding of love. on 
the sexual plane becat Se the 
race is 'held up so to speak 
in. its progen1t1va deCisions 

the drunkard will see others 
ascirUnk" the siOk man may 
suffer the same trick of 
Sight, rutd the homosexual 
seas the heterosexual as a 
'potential" or 0suppressed* 
homosexual He sees the 
heterosexual as suffering 
the womants constant demand 
tor serv10tDg while yearntng 
tor the treedan of loving 
no one 

the ar.m1es ot homosexuals 
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are the eunuohS ot God 
torming up They mark $ 
new tum of religion 

l1kewisea suioide 1s the 
urgent need t eJr- ErJ:. other . 
bodr 
-&:&s.l~~~. 
~\ie·""","""l.~ 

The idea that· the un1 verse 
is dark and C old and empt7 
is barbarism defined 
Hence barbarism entered ' 
the first ohristian theO:­
logy after the desert 
fathers 1ft this: torm It 
entered 1n order to el~-
1nate 1 tselt, working 
through the system like a 
polson until v10lent vom­
iting took plaoe in the 
torm ot the nineteenth . 
oentury (1 e the disrupt­
ion ot looal 11teevery­
where by the creation 01' 
world markets) .. 

olvilisatlon 1s the ~er­
itance by great numbers 
of the opposite idea 

by 1 ts study ot a throbbing : 
and alive universe (1 e 
radiatiOn and vlbra't1cm) 
8ciencfe wUl now complete 
the prOOGas of elimination 
in the last redoubts of 
the -steel mind 



Forty ... 1'1fthcantiole 

he saw h1m throb l1ke 
waves. like watngs He 
sald hullo to one I. he 
had not seen before' 
but was himself' ami 
now walked. Shining at 
his side He saw how 
he had k111edhtmaa.lt -
had tired hie ,bUllets' 
in his selfsam~ tace' 
had died himself: and 
in the f'1eld lay talk 
1ng s :Uently with men 
face do\m and motionless 

one whoSe dream all life had been bad 
and was older than 53847 deQided CIle 

5384'1 

we choose the kind of sheath 
which will serve our slow or 
quickpurpose Think ot all 
the millions of (fn. o1ces trom 
mineral to vegetable 

the steel revolution, in-, 
volv1ng over the cent~1es 
long rel1g1J)U.s wars and . 
Oivil massacre and the rutn 
of the young by work/peraecut-
1cm/fam1ne not to mentlcn L 
the disruption of the pro­
genitive process1n ~n1mal, 
vegetable and mineral, 
was the equlvf:\lent of a 
tho\J.ght in a room i 



"'l 
! 

-~.. -•.. 

night in his trenoh to' olean his bed 
of its wife's lovers by destroying an " . 
enemy The night was silent damp and 
the enemy too He needed to remove a 
man who had entered his bed. that,night 
and any man ~ould do' The hated one . 
never has a name and his face and his 
limbs are anyone's The morning papers 
that reaohed the tront the crackling· 
radio were loud eaoh day declaring the 
official enemy arranged to last tor 
the length of the war and quiet the 
worms, that eaoh man had tn his head 
or his bed by rationing out one comman 
enelIW' He drank Be muoh scotch as the 
bottle held, and sat looking at, his 
nails by the light of a oandle breathing 
hard his men all round him knowing the t, 
his enemy in this case a youth or twenty 
or so with frightened blond eyes was on 
the other side behind a qu1cktirlng gun 
NoW this young man behin,d the gun was 
not quite sure of his hate and only 
half believed in the enemy's existence 
on the other slde But when the bad 
dreamer jumped to his feet and called 
to his man to follow him he knew that 
the enemy was there He saw him suddenly 
swaying soreaming across then1ght tn 
front and pulled the sdmple'trigger in 
his hand and to his amazement tear the 
night clattered with armament and the 
shadow fell with a gasp in the middle ot 
the field and his merJI had not followed 
They threw the empty· bottle of scotch 
away and phoned to the reare for another 
officer This 1;s how a dream oan lead 
straight to its fulfilment In this case 
the enemy was destroyed precisely as 
promised since the enemy was h1~elt 


