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First Canticle

(a)

the queen

from the reservoir of night a
girl awakes (‘*have move
across the sky my hooves on

the clouds In light I van

ish Must streteh to get/spend/
taket (alarm clock for seven))

In first love he or she is
looking through the face of the
other and beyond the symbols

of agnosticism scattered about
the city in the form of houses
cars alarm clotks

being in love 4is an exclusives-
ly christian state The modern
¢ity’s walls of secure steel

are dreamed away in this state
of ecatacy which is never re=-

peated in qite the same fam
because it is in the naturse of

. &a revelation

at this time ‘shet is a student
Powerful incubatory growth
takes place in her at night
Her present role is to be in
love with him
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. *reservoir of night return to.

; night ‘Promise to move-me across:
the sky again King help me gét
and spend today for tonight I
come back She promises that?

home again/ '1n'hlove'?/t’he re '
. servolr of night is punctual blagk

(b)

the king

' 'Be' iz a ccmputer clerk not
yet ninecteen

L

he on the other hand finds
only in light his meaning
His worship yawns awake

(4

his light lies in train win

dows dusty leaf on bright _

brick ‘am getting closer? (or what the philosophers
, used to call immenent)

newspaper rustle is for him
the music of getting/spending

a number 17 steel gel lights |

the stage of life for him at (a number 17 spot creates the
o~ : waterloo staticm It is cur glitter of sunlight)

tainrise as he emerges from

the 7.32 ‘tonight I shall®

he and she drink elbows on

the ¢louds She waits to be
queen of the night but his te
deum is the clatterand the | -

o
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boom of the 7,32 upline He
feels he is getting closer
through the music to the score

the being-in-love experience

secures the christian against
a relapse into savagery from

the state of barbarism
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Seécond cantiscle

love is & runner seént -

from the gods & glimpse , (Diotima to Socrates)

of what we could not :

tolerably enact The

steps of love olimb sudd

enly up to the light like Heliopolis whose
stairs rose out of chaos
to the sun

she discovers inher &leep .
he in the 7,32 this
escalating stair of love

titania on receéiving & runner ‘

woké to love an ass And like love opens ocur eyes to the
wise he awakes on mellow rail rosideant light

way line The runner is act ‘

ive he never forgets He 18

the only time gods apeak to us

ags love must however dreak

(1 6 gods will not fomeé down
to the earth to play with us)

1 e love could not be entirely

here The werld would roar with (soerates to Phaedrus)
1t would durst our windows split

with joy the leaf grow up beforenk

the root the gel 17 gas the sta

tion with celebration we would

dence off the 7.32 kiss the por

ters waer the morning paper round

ocur neoks cast off our shoes

the runners disoreotly come touch
here and there her lively heairxr
poke this one's sleep ami that
one's war to help derange to plant

our asg love therefore grows ti
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tenic belehes babies dripping
napkins hot beds naked cities
nights of gazing decades of
wanting shiploads of ocondoms
that meke ee-aw and later war:

pain is to the degree

of the pleasure



Third Canticle

way is an unfolding for

mén who will not grow

They who will not grow

are &already in war If

it breaks outside whin

ing spiralling to crash

land it is his whine it

is the ¢rash of his stege ., \
14t by a numbér 17 gel * N

or it c¢an happen without
& sound or & sign outiside
can pass behind still eyes

your wer éen oither come
in hoards of the dead who
rise like 4 hand from the
sheots of the land of the
night or else it ¢an comd
_ in your night not disturbd
) ing your neighbourts light

depending on your degree
of helplessness i e desire

but in either case outer
or lonely it is the same wex

do you understand me? if

you won'tt grow the war has
begun though you mey not hear
you may never know the day

it broke It may héve beon
in you before you woke O
clse in something you nearly

’ ‘ spoke But the war is the samo

# in his caseé the war broke out o
on a cortein day in september the clerk received his call
that being thé month plenned \{p papers

for its peace some thousands of
memories ego and the arrival

of the sweetest fruit It broke
out then precisely in order to



achieve gharp contrast i e
number 52 gold plus number '
17 steel (sunlight on & Sea .
son of mists) deshed suddenly
by concussion of bombd behind
the dressing rooms where anly
a moment before he and.she
walked on their way to the pl%y

53847 dug with his fingers in .
the earth the night was rain

- ing hand grenades and singing
mortar bombs After the bombard
ment he maniocured his nails
that were full of black sarth
and sat thinking sbout growth

“{the number 52 spot adds

mellowness to the 17 glitter
denoting autum)

his arny number was 53847



Fourth Canticle

to reiterate So many milliions
fallen in war mean that so many
grow into death are unfolded in
to it while others whom it may
have spared are unfolded into.
further aspects of the vay i e
for some death is the unfolding
they may not speak of it may only
know where to look for it and
suddenly recognise the place the
whizz that is theirs the mseting

others are gripped by study of life
Theyycannot leave it Thero 48 so
mich to do no tims to bother to hold
the head in place for the s¢chrapnel

on its way They are cn 2 Journey in
the lend of the ass So much to settle
they cannct even look up to sce what
shrewd figure it was that passed (but
it doos not matter he will pass again)

some 1like to study him so to speak
from this equine side preparing the
acquaintance slowly not rushing in

But some rush as if all their wish
had been since birth to fly to his
shrewd arms Dare I say that we are
free? And same stroll smiling to him

the time of death is
chosen as & step in
development
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Fifth canticlo

¢hoosing means *what I have done!
My will 4s heaped up for all to see
1t 4s vivid hehind me vhat I deoild
ed These memories are your will
They are its pictures An event 1s
the will unfolded To read your will
read the event Itom & fornication
item another one item & nightmare
item some pain unecoounted for item
a yearning item & burning item a
war item a wound item & happiness

1 e imagine an ondless display of

objects any of which you may choose
Now the items yow choose will sure
1y display what your interests exre

dare I say you are fre¢ repeat free?

you may notice also that an evend

1s a number of dots in the past vhich
18 brought into composite picture by
the desiring mind Therefore in this t00,
the will is exercised unfolding iiself
in what it snatches from the flood

£irst I have acted this seleéting
then I have remembered thus select
ing a second time Will is gelection

when the force of ¢iroummtence is
great and we are all dbut orushed

our seléotion has beéen dire (deter
mined) a stark and absolute nerrow
ing of the flood to the point of rege

This 18 none other than the rage of war

fo



Sixth Canticle

the queen of the night said good
bye to her king now & number. and
began to forget him the instent
the glasgow fog caressed his boat
and then expunged it from her light

L

thus showing that she too had chos
en her war For with her mind she
knew him still but no longer in her

night where war began to wagé& She - -

promptly took a downlined train ir
onically a 7.32 and from that time
she spoke of him as 'was?® end "did?

She made the mistake of thinking that
only his number had been wrong end

that somewhere lay a Bottom with a
different number on it or eéven & numb
er of Bottoms waiting for titania to
open her eyss and fall in love egain

That was her war and she wagred 1t

night and day It was done with bull
etts of thought and schrapnel of de
sire The plan of campaign was cool

and number followed number in Bott
omless succession until titanic the

fl

she realised she was
no longexr in love

Titania now saw that
Bottom was an ass after
all



discharged sheets the shellholed
pillows the recce parties shot up




geventh Canticle

The bleck night he saw  the blacker nob
because of the blackness but men in the
blackness in their thousands valting like
he to tear the silence not with music but
screems the wail of projectile thump the
splash the e¢rash and neme wanting it but
evoryone enlivening 4% with bayonet flash
with splash of foot with flesh with' schrap
nel flame with gasp as if they were heazing
only now the voice they had speoken with
in all these years the thunder the shout
the erash of thelir woards %o their wives o
their mothers the splash of their aims the
borbs in thoir sleep the choics mede sil
ently and satisfied now in too terrible
menner and all at the age of twenty or 80

/3

53847 dn battle



the earth woke groaning its live
men moaning the trees mourning the
animals dumb the rivers steained

the air rememboring The new vells
of light that came that morning
seemed not to wish to know acknuw
ledge the stecl tantrums of the
night before the splash the gasp the
spurt the unbelief of the hit and
the unhit's terrible belief in black

Dawn was his teacher It crept &
cross & haystack he was leaning oo
in golden veils it came it melted
with the whirling russet mist {hat

B came from the blood in the earth

“ of men like him who unlike him had
gone beyond to £ind new teachers
leaving for some remembering time

- their flesh to fester before it
grovw again in haystack misd and ri
sing sun to teach the other flesh
that had ssked to stey to hear what
mossege might in the light convey
1486lf to 1live men groaning and »
trees mourning and the animels dumb

"

Eighth canticlo

o

the morning after
his first battle




Hinth cemticle

steel was indeed the new reality A
million voices were raised girders
unsprung themselves from tight spirals
wombs in the earth deep comcepts love
The air with straightness formed new
platforms going skywards supported ba
lanced sustained taking the strain

steel was born it was hoped for
dreamed about Steel cities shonw
long before its birth in meny minds
in tonts and caves and brick hall
Songs were seoretly sung to sustain
ing to straightness supporting to
taking the strain to surface gleam

*

: . .
steel is a sight for the eye not to
forget it 1s higher than dreams its
surfaces hum so tense are they They
can soar propel they can drill It
cen contain it holds it shatters
it makes seream it 1s the jagged plece
in the leg the gasp the end of ass

gteel can itself soream it can rush
towards a steel or fleshly objective

/5

the originé of stoel

steel was a ¢ oncept
nursed in the mind
centuries before it
came to rpterial
fruition




steel can itself scream it ¢an rush
towards & steel or fleshly objectiveé
always with the same steel intent It
can wail in the night cause winds and
hearts to beat and mouths towait It
can split the air and all impediments
remove to its impeccable government
-1 ™
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steel is indeed the new dispensation
it was not formlated in a night it
grew was nurtured suspended for a.
time and teken up egain Fresh minds. .
applied to it until one dey the flower
was cupped in the hand and dawn was :
loud with steel music steel spheres

steel can be tempered to variocus de
grees of hardness for cutting sustain
ing It grew with the growth of hexrd
thought Bronze would not have dame
nor honest ircn nor ¢copper sounding
brass would hevé served this bent of
hardness Nor would stone have done




Te'nth Canticle

stillness canes to the £field The dis
tant watohers sleep The treés drip
there being rain No one notices how
the mist rolls not preuming by so much
as a touch or a nudge on the trées the
wire the four mén lying face down exact
ly as they were shot their conversation
sti1ll in progress in silence close to
gether for protection the untalkative
sky quite dominant now its praise se
cure while theso four men lie no long
er in pain so they choose to romain
their rifles in no fighting position
nor their lanyards more then v ater con
ductors now and the stillness adament
$he sleep complete the mist unhindered
the river in flow (not one drop was im
peded one gurgle suppressed by war)
while those men are alive and asleep
who might be lying face down and those

face down might &till have beéen asleep
and both in stiliness this adament night

the night after the
battle The dead have
not yet besen brought
in They can be seen
through binokulars by
the living




Eleventh centicle

early there 48 militance he finding he
i8 not loved she finding 4t is not she
he léves though he loving and ghé lov
ing yot love there is not it does not
lie betweenn them and there in the gap
the military enters the shogker the
iron interferer stakes his eamp despite
and although and notwithstanding the
love desired the love intended There
is carly etretegy early aforethought

early there is saryroW he finding that
something daid led to strong offects he
414 not intend and she in her dresms &
ware that roote are bdlindly putting dowmn
that grow to entangling weeds although
she said not a word intended nothing
They walked as always arm in arm and

the passers by said how young how dright

the love how it tints their hair and
lifts their féet and smiles in them

early there is recognition he finding
that what he desires is not what he
wills that what ho desires in her is
not what he wills her to be and she
finding that what she desires of herself
is not what she 1: wh%g :he wills si56
Bayly they recognise that sompone 6.86
is t;ge:ca gt their side an irom third

e maker of verdicts they dare not ex

press but whioh they mow are their owmn '

o

a glance baok to when
e and she were nineteen
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Twelfth canticie

and so0 new dreams begin new bodies

are conjured up the nights are full they leave each other
of unexpected ermies on the move to before the physical
unknown léandscapss Voices are soft i separation takes plece
with new invitations aophistzcatu’mad ‘ _ s\
the flésh that seempd only yesterday ! N
young is obsoléte now discarded by ‘ ‘ W
the dream that has advanced to other : \
camps and these in hard deploymont ‘ ‘
mud confusicn alerm in the night \\
4 the kiss that not two days béfore

was fertile now gives dust 1%t hints

of operations skirmishes The heart

48 surrounded now the wires are out
- and no communication to the rear

the bed that gave its flowers fruit

ia divided into secret campments now
with undeciphered flashes muffled taps
of sappers underground It is cold the
flesh quivers The war has begun




Thirteenth Canticle

to go back to the béginning did I say
that war was in precise dégree to the
love? that ess love mounted its own con
ditiong of sggression infiltration its
unsugpected propegondaes heard in dreams
in thoughts quickened suddenly in the
bed? alarméd prostrate tho panting heart
beéauge caught out though party to?

d1d I sey that the smack of kiss the

thud of the rump the nights of skipr
mishing the hands the bellies the ¢ries
of infants and the sky seen by lovers

at a windowsill like & jewelled oloth
and then thé lonely cne who is téuched
by so much touching moved to ¢ry by so
mich erying did I say these are warnings?

did I say that detonations heard in tho
dead of the night thén forgotten in turn
ing back to the ass's side are the first
telling olink of metal on hip the move
ment of men the starting of trucks thé
flares the muffled orders in the dark
the arrival of important leaders vwhose
faces we 4o not like or ré¢cognise?

what ¢cnnectiong has beem mado what se.
oret roads? what agents paid mesnages in
cipher diplomatic chamels can con oin
so oppesite stations as love and ware
so different climates languages ebodes
ene to the exclusion of the other as
black to white? But do we not make war
en thoso we know? Is battle not & Llink?




I mean do we not understend eash other's
smallest pass and stanse do wé not share .
our weapens exploSive povder type of

gun the uniform the colourful map do we

not noed to know tho enemy in ocurselves
indeed to 16ve him if we are to win?

I8 there not somé intimady oath between
the two that binds the loveworn ass to Kili?



Fourteenth canticle

did I also say that ass love augment®is in
times of division dengér ¢ivil suspicion
that fear 1s its spouse that the man with
nudes on the wall is longeared with war

that the soldierts dréam is heavy sad with
promised fornications that the enemy and
women are bosome the samé that the soxes Xim
lic in the grip of batile barbed their kisses
bristling their oyes with armament their bed
treeless under patrol disinfectant quicklime

in times of ambition is ass love the irritant

comfort bane? Does ambition cut forge

make a straight line waken in the sleeping
night does it shock spring surprises am
bauhes? Does it study the unexpected make
demends storm the house the bed Can it

stop gorging devouring what the auiét night
gives 1 ¢ the sighs of othersttheir art their
desiring? Does it only yield to sickness
sleep and death which are its evil trinity?

is war ambition? ass love the fruit of am
bition? desire the body's embiticn hate
the same? $So 16t & moment of ambition ente
the child and thore you have strategy the
battle lines are set recce sections put out
the oceans sounded'quiet nights explored for
enemy the paths wirematted mined -the vhite
tapes laid for guidelines sentries out all
movement cautious fires damped the eyes a
forward observation post directing rire
. C I i T .“.- " .

Ambitious Bociety 15 aleys miditary in the
end Make ambition the centré the merk of
the men and you bring forward captains ad
visers on depléyment generals hungry to en

age large forces get on the move NCOS re
sentful of higher commsnd officers 1n’their




nice gradations bent on getting %o nilcer
self-displaying grades You get the mir
der unheard in the middle of the night the
failure of hearts due to causes unknown

ambition loves what the other man requires
It requires his disruption sométimes his
dismemberment liquidation Its battles are
private its tactiecs to enclrcle what the
other will supply an embraceé or & place
a pair of dead shoss It aches to hold to
atake a f£lag its desirés are operationé

It is hate It is ceéasel.eéss war no entronch
ment satisfies no néw line or breach can be
sounted victory Its battles spawn new lines

it ohooses a wife by her parté but on her
sido too her parts havé theiy plamnning staff
their quarters in the blackout heart Am
bition has its unseen maps its wild ferrit.

orial claims ité busy agents who work at night -

for their appointed parts they do not trusd
they wake in the trusting marrisge bed with
maskod soft footed commando thoughts that

do tho sabotage and then ere gone And vhen
they wake they eche $o £ind no love is there
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please stop but flying steel cannot

Fi:teanth canticle

when 8hells splash holiow out the
earth scorch grass the wounded from
their stretchers abandoned by their
besrers cry stop please stop but
steel permits no ccurses but the
straight no incidental last minute
aeppeal to alter arrangements temper
the speed soften the arrival No
voisce is enough to unmake the glor
ious crash dreamed once by other
brains and even spoken of by voices
juast like these that crying in the
night are not ashamed to address
the steel like children orying stop

x
¥

when lighted bullets spray the night
in floating ares their ¢latter knows
no obatacle their darts are not poli
they do not yield for persons trees

'S

te

they only bow to walls of other steel

which being consanguineous they meke

a peace énd bullet spent tinkles down

to friendly earth But meeting men
1t does not psuse look back A brain

a past & youth is easy for its passages

It ccmes from men to men but is not

of them Steel is ambition the cutiing

thought the dream that does not paus

e

for those who dresmed it being higher

faster straighter more consistent in
its parts than all its dreamers It
does not wither it does not bend a
sudden compessionate eer to cries fr
bolow It measures It conveys It
howls like men who dream of power I
is a visicn It was made by men was

om

t
fash

ioned in their hends to be unyielding
even to themselves 1t came from trying
not to yield It is the end of youth
It brooks no waywardness no whim No

kiass was ever known to capture it

24




stéel too was ggown It put down
roots It gorminated Winds
propelled its seed It shape grew
by love attention thought in the
night by ¢are like that for bebles
And then came the birth the winged
apparition fleet of foot revolving
unnamed the clean the that which
did not shit make & mess except
what cauld be cleared in a moment
by fellow steel Like words like
lullabies it came The earliest
steel dreams were vafted through
the fislds and mostly other neén
were unavare of them They took

the silence as just itself &nd not
a growing vibrating a fertilisation
a preparation Ye& steel was once
a loving dream & folly nursed in the
guarded heart It grow from the
mating of dreams And then came
forth from bed from pregnant .
silaences a living ohild of steel

x

Sixteonth canticle

25

the industrial revolute-
ion 1760-1850




Seventeenth Canticle

Someone is hammering A dog heas
barked Quickfiring bores are
pulled they glcam agein Boots
are seraped of last nightt's bloed
- and mud There is werk to do
Someone is whistling This is a
workshop The bushes are thick
with next yearts fruit Tea 1s
being bieéwed and enemy tunics
turned over in the hand And
stained letters found in another

languege And new lettérs written

on living knees The earth steams
Metal gleams Trees drip The

field is glad The grub will soon. .

be up Itsamells announce that.
tho ficld 4s home and ever séne.

-

he behins to finger her photograph

and think how the sunlight falls
through theé window. of & house not
yet In a place not yet With a

person not yet But for convenience

the girl in the photograph He

needs it a8 a pass to softneass hum
ming dreams Having escaped night's

stesl he now unsteels himelf in
the ass love of-day He thinks
when we get back home But steel
is watching decreoeing Home is a
name it abnegates That was the

dream it came to shoot clean through

the night And now the four men
face down no longer liec in talk

Wwe call them dead and gone {rom us

26

refitting aftexr the
battie



Bighteenth Canticle

This is no place for thinkers to

colléct The evening talk is no

longer here  There are strolling
patrols they will. pick off a /
thinker or two It is best to be
undér cover this id not the

gociety for you It is an after

math of other thought than yours
These ars its squares ite sys

tems shrewd encompments Only P
thought could have envisaged RN
such regularity could have teken

the place of stones The fields

are herd with them They meke

no room for more They £ill with
flatweight Nothing short of

absolute destruction will allow

a fresh ¢ongregation of thinkers

heré¢ They gather not disciples

but avalanches whirlwinds meteors

2%



Hineteenth Canticlie

steel brings its people into the warld
its especialy and elect its children
They cannot be included any more in
that venerable hierarchy ranging from
the primal proereative powers to the
dense rock in all the varying degrees
of breathing and root-laying ceeature
They have broken rank They would comm
itt on nature the anti-natural law
They can no ldnger be relied upon to
obgerve the subtle etiquetto of inter
dependent creatures For instanceée you
will observe that under attack from its
own kind the eat the wholf the tiger
prowling génet will if weeker lié.on
its back to denote surrender And the
etiquette operates on the muscles mind
of the attacking ¢reature makes him
withdraw freezes his action But the
child of steel will press the attack
even harder Indeed the surrender is
his invitation iis mind has come un
stuck £rom the general plan He perceives
no stiquotte dbut that of his ambitlon
and this may demand the ligquidation

of the surrendering creature He will
not pause to dispense with what appears
to him an eleborate finessé and over
done politeness inbred protocol & de
génerate obscrveance of sweet hierarchies
. he gan ill afford and which give him
the ¢reeps For Steel doesn not tempor
tse i% spans projects supports its e
quilibrium is stout autonomous unwaver
ing its etiquette i8 geomatrical 1Its
ccurtiers are as highly strung as the
steel 'supgo;rt iteelf They ave hikrs
to a flesh they feol unhappy with

They feel no safety in this world
They have to have the support a steel
design will give Thus ereatures of
steol need oonflict flames distress
not becausé they love it which no man

28
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can but having smarted from steely
darts in earliest years they woke to
its touch they recognised a certain
unyielding gaze and this they began
to sée wherever they looked and even,
in trees And their own eyes too in- \
seeing such manifold coldness bescame
as ¢old and thus 1t heppens that &
populéice of steel is born and looks
jdentical In self dofence they fight
and promise to get ever with the other
guy They make him put up his paws
and quarter is not given or received




Twentioth canticle

secure quiet in villeges breeds .
the hope of disturdbance The hope
breeds the disturbance itself And
this (in villages now become sub
urbs) dreeds insecure quiet whieh
in turn breeds fear of disturbance

v
L : .
o 4

thus steel serves both the market
of hope and the market of feaxr

~henae;1t$ success in ﬁlacas_wheréﬁ
fear of its coming is uppermesi

for proportionate to tho feer is
the hope These are the male and
female progenitors of all sidel

the child Steel quiets mother and
father for & time but will committ
saint julien's crime mistaking mother

30

with the birth of steel
the last silent villages
disappear

they become dreamed

in the eighteenth century;
Enlightenment and Revole [
ution were the fear/hope-=-
fear a{ one moment, hope
at another, fear in one

- men emd hope in another,

breeding steel for all



for wife and father for a lover in
his marital bed Remembér the anguished
ery of Jjulian's wife when Sshe saw
what had been dme i 6 mother and
father slain by their only son

steel like the saint establishes &
hospital in penancé for the Géed
The canceér-gutting stoel is the pen
itent aftermath of the steoel war



i
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it 18 no usé looking in the war itself
for solutions causes plans of escape
Ite ateel will only ordain a steel
peace and steel hearts will ask for
steel rewards fixed wagés central
heating 1ifts to the top stesl onter
tainments f£ilms television with their
promise that somewhere hearts are beat
ing not of steel btut steel is their
source their component their benedict
ioi it is triped dolly lens support

1t glides on steel it tracks it zooms
the scene is cut with shining s¢issors
in first the mind and then the studio

C Twenty-first centiole

the 1946 revolution



Twenty-second Canticlo

53847 béing in the memorandum of : ’

agroement ndmed the first part tyrite a decd of gift
hereinefter called the soldier saw with thine own blood*
the second part hereinafter called '

the dying man with holes in his back

lying face domt at the last gasp

and eried without sound or tears
at the barn dooy whilé a black
shawled woman smaller than he by
half mourned loudly in his pléace
it being her inherited rustioc duty
to do the wake even for a siranger

he of the £irst part could only
make silent water with his eyes
because he could not underatand
he did not see the connection be
tween the love he had made not
long since and this dying part

he did not know that these were

his desires his nights exploded

into deep black holes in another
man's back lying stomach down dn: [+’
& barn trying en offeéred cigaretie
but the thin white tube swelled red

no men's help no quotation of imn )
ocence not the child he had been RS I
nor mother's appeal nor ¢ity noise ' .
could ressue him from the clause of .

the memorandum in which it was stated

that there was & living and & dying part



¢ nor rescue the living part from
his failing to understand decipher
the place in the covenent where
the precise relation had been set
dewn confirmed and duly signed in
his own blood his love desires
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Twenty-third canticle

Venide a ¢ity settled inside a
golden lake danced to herself she
talked to the sky to the reticent
walls of mist that ceame to seal
her off from landlockéd enemioes

+ '

It ohly h‘appened‘i‘ram time t6

time that along with the waters
the refuse lapping against the
patient stonea came thoughts that
were harder than iron more -durable

¥

but then they were laid to sleop
in gondolas along the flat lagoon
whére no ripple tres no tower
resisted the sky her courtiship bow
to brother earth her sympathy

but because of the iron thoughts
she fired the cannon first end
wrecked the perthenon which like
cassino fell thus early to one
mant's steel if most serene ambition

a glimpse of civilisation
is a glimpse of the pre=-
steel state

LI
- ’

hence the fall of Vemice
1796-1950 and the rise of
Maghera the chemical works
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ten kilometres away on

the mainland °*the poiscnous
heads of whosé envenomed -
body have breathed & peste
ilence on us all'



wenty-£ourth canticle

steel is love of a straight line
of cnfincment limitation Being
squared«in it offers the maxirmm
sharp angle most resistant frontier
to winds & shield to imsgination
a herd front to the unpredictable
even a circlé in seeming to -offer
concentric repetitions of itself
in endless ripples that might ex
tend to infinity ie unsympathetic
to tho first progénttive drcam.of. .
steal that beckoned like a friend ,

this saw ondless stuffs to be comn
fined hermed-in such as thoughts
and kisses houra lost in the watere
of a lake a4t night to give them
shaps @ mark to sée them by for
the 1ong unwritten days eternity

8teol came for the unsafe the
unsteady of foot the leaning the
bent who would have brokem sticks
and staves and stumbled on brick
on cobble on imperfect stone

ateel was the prayer for a moment
of sygared and confimpd life in

¥
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which to settle the terms of a
difficult journsy to compass-road
confer on it within safe walls

. the first clear decision to
-, take this journey was in the
R éleventh century with the
. ' first appearance of what
cage to be ¢alled the middle
¢lass namely the explorers
P _ the conceivers the ones who
T * ¢ .7 - ' thought: across the fields of
_ ‘ . the clésed domain to the
e next tom (41 e trade)

and then to the next ocean
and then to the next planet

all the time more and more
enc¢ased in steel

the desire to explore begins
‘ from doubt

steel was thé mineral friend
for a journey out of chaos of
unsurveyed night out of sight
and sound that offered no dbright
no ¢learly right communique

the first exploraticns of
Mexico or New Spain were
marked by an intense desire
on the part of the settlers
to make a closed system safe
for the Spaniard against the
foreigner, for the Church
; against the pope, for Wew

“ Spain against 0ld spain

. ’ from this first insemination
gteel America grew

the steel mind sees life as
things to be dme




Twenty-fifth canticle

stecl was designed not to dissolve
It intended a perfect projection of
the mind neat static not given to
the troubles stains the forgetful
evolutions of the landscape the
knovn alroady worked sueh as wood
as rivers pryaers stone buttrésses

but steel bdeing iron plus an alloy
has the mineral property of having
emerged from meny untiring dissol
utions of desp packed shelves of
leavas and skeletal structures pzro
¢essed in a design perhaps more
complete than even manufactured
stesl and thus implacaebly given
to its evolutions which leoad again
to further dissolving evolving

1ike the brain too like the imogin

ation like the nerves which have

the mineral properties of emergling

from sundry dissolutions over the
millenia and will go their way

even the perfect design the sure AZxRAZUK
straight line too dissolves and

crooked grows éven steel the shining

the ¢léar the everlasting to their -
grave in new delight must enigrate

80 it heppens that straight dark war
with her aimed prjectiles only curving
to the degree ontalled by curve of
mother carth will dissolve her sharp
her cutting stripping and dblasting ob
jectives in the shape of & twénty-year
boy who henceforwerd will not raise

327



his arm his voice his mind to any
hurt So thdt here in order to &
chieve theo dissclving of violent
intent a disrobing of power & way
has been engaged a disturbance of
millions of ¢hildren philosophers
and populations of every colour in
order to beget a particle of peade



Twenty-sixth Centiole

- -
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in the meantime women would sSeom

the antithesls of steel but this is
not the case Consider steelts hard
dependebility and her desire in times

‘of threat for increasing firmmess

The male and female are the same not
opposite poles They are one alloy

go was provided the opportunity fer
mich egxchange of hard penetrations
deep experiment in the ¢holce of the
right brecding cambination this being
the natural solecting opération in
timeés of private distress and massive
g&ﬁségzﬁisplacemﬁnﬁ of population

thus when oiteel was acclaimed it be
came the sine qua non of the bed

The male spear had to have a steol
tip for its thrust to bring steel
bebies farth howeéver deep the wound
the 6rying flesh the wAiling in the
night Tako the lover of numbe¥r 53847
how quickly she learnef (in fact in
three or four days from his depard.
uré) chcosing at once to be whet she
cowl.d not recognise in hersslf namely
a soldier no less than he 5he went
from breach to breash undoing male
defencaes claiming heavy c¢asuelties
on the other side and like & man she
mourned the wounded end the dead her
triste post ¢oitum being a triste
post mortem much like that of 53847

in the old days we used to say that
iron entered & man but the steel re
volution in its cleanliness made poss
ible not even regrot nor & modicum




6f bitterness disappointment to
bring on the state of steely quiet
the suaspended fidelity the isolation
the apparently safe &eparation be
hind gleaming fencés of déesire

‘rovolut

Kewton was the philosopher
of the steel ravolution

the lutheran revolutim in
Germany, the industrial

fon in Dngland, the
french revolution were
simply three phases in the
development of the steel
revolution
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Iwenty-seventh Canticle

a period of hospitalisaticn will be
naecessary in view of the pollutiim of
the air by combustible liquids the
decimation of animals in millions of
roaring halls the withered the blast
shattered bowel of the earth the corr
- upted sea tho discrientation of the
upper atmosphere and thus theé displece
ment of the seasons the broken weather
the broken heart the aborted the poi

‘ soned erop the flood the holocaust
nowitonian dostrine
proved poor science in
\ taking no account of
o : — hiddne vibrations and

S radiations It tried
- - S to redice life to the
simple plane of the seen
and the thought

: . with disastrous con=-
! Co sequences when it came
: to be applied

but revolution is only
made possible by &
& quick c¢orruption of the
truth

this hospitalisation for which the
earth is at present groaning does

not imply a return to nature because
on the level of separable cbjects
however manufactured distilled syn
thetised invented computerised nature
is never departed from in any case



only the revolution the épplication

of dootrine i ¢ the thought the quoat
the journey is & departure from neture
and requires the necessary rethinking

ﬁ
-
i
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the instruments of battle-music the
gshooting up the hollowing out the scorch
~of grass the blasting the chemical with
ering were each a string on steel's

ey

the birth and devel-

opment of the idea of

progress is precisely

corrcespondent with the
birth and development

of steel

under the steel revolute
ion the Ganges, Ruphrates
and Nile peoples are .
judged to have done no
more than languish in |
the piecturesque

war 18 the kernel of th
idea of progress :

the most clamorously
progress=believing
peoples are the ones who
make most war

war is the ¢limax of
progress because progress
wag a simple contract of |
war on the environment

var is conducted in the
air, the waters, inside
the body, the mind

it is a state not a
circumstencse

bprdgfess is the achieves
. ment of totel war



manifold bow and one day would make

a total harmonic contridution (given
time and the right condue¢tors) to
the production of 4 £inal and single
instrument that would make all msie -
rise to one last definitive crescendo

HEIROSHIMA
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Twenfx—eighth canticle

a1l the revolutions
tributary to that of

steel (namely the lutheran
the industiial and the
french) atem from the
mediaeval schools

the newtonien doctrine is
a pieture of life as int-
. ellectual for this reasm

pure the aspiration straight the

- flight but & little question of
the displacement of alr the ex
haust the pollution of conceptually
annoying particulars such as lungs
nerfous system cardrums and other
soft propensities were overlooked
on the basis of a glant error comm
itted early in the scholasiic argu
mente namely that the world was
intellectually creatad grew itself
from concepts Bui this wes fast
disproved by the very minds believ
ing it and soon it was seen that
1ife 1s not necessarily mathemat
ical nor infinite concepis the
edges of finite facts and that
the idea of a fized oreation a der.
tag on which it was all rigged

. and shipshaped into bursting action
then launched and let slide into
the conscioumess was rot And

* this entails a period of hospital
isation given the frightful gap
betweon the application and the mrxmst
facts the concepts and the uncon
ceived the given -the huming the -
throbbing of the whole mechine = -~

EX)
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the backward peoples who

took over the ruins of the
Romen empire ignorant even of,
the first principle of persont:
al cleanliness (hence the q
plagues) needed a long i
Journey of self-discovery

their starting point was
Golgotha

the concépt of the clock
(1 e the safe ticking off
of the silent pool of time
in regular beats) and the
concept of zero or infinity
(the silent pool itself)
were both mental innovations
of the mediaeval monasteries
They were the twin root of
the steeol revolution They
were a&n effort to contain
life inside a system of the
mind 1 e a schedule It was
demanded by the organisation
of religious life into _
¢ommunity forms for the first
time in christendom The
nonks gathered togother
against the darkness of the
age (and the barberian darke
ness insidé themselves)

Thus the steel revolutionew-
through all its later
schefule-tightening ccnvulse
sions whether lutheran -
industrial or jacobinew=
wvas always and exclusively
& theological matter
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you can guard against the dis
ruption of seasons by means of
central heating insulated fur
lined boots electric bleankets
double windows fitted cerpeéts
sunray lamps pickmeups sauna
baths massages end also air con
ditioning for the sudden summexr
day in heart of autumn not to
mention the frost in the dog
days But plants require sure
ly many yesrs of indootrination
technical guidance gentle a
ssistance in understanding the
nature of our epoch in which
astonished they find themselves
preparing in dark winter earth
the sap the root for peeping ©
mergence in spring and high per
formance in summer without the
seasons being necessarily there
having only the poor and insuff

icient guidance of many millenia
behind them the technical assist
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Twenty-ninth cantible
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hiroshima exploded history
To try to collect up the
bits into ore order suggest-
ing forethought and control
beoame rdidiculous

the disturbance of radiot-
active balance means the
disturbance of all natural
processes :



ance of only stars the moon the
raging sun and timely irrigations
made by rain and blind mineral
activity and busy worms and winds
that prune decay inseminate

in the old-style weather
Italy was the balanced zme
between the harsh Sahara
oven and the cold Atlantic
Rome (en Etruscen site) was
once said to be the perfect
oot .+ ~ eholce men éver made for a
, city given its position
between the mountains end
the sea The Italian sun
used to rise like a gamig in
. e , the sky and remain steady
. | . in @ blue sky Its steadine
o L "o ¢ss gave rise to an arroge
- anco of flesh among the
people which it is hard to
imagine now When the olde
atyle balance collepsetl
the Mediterranecan fulcrum
disappeared and Italien
weather became &s unpred-
ictable as any notth of the
Alps And Italy became a
northem couniry in all
senses  Latinity became
an anachroism

when the possibility of
soond hoalth ceased Italy
ceased

Italians say ‘prosperity
_ has brought us anguish?
! The steel revolution gives
_ first the sugar and the
sheen and then the bitter
core

(n b the communist revolute
ion 1is the steél revolution
enacted suddenly and wry
late in a feudal society)



for a $ime Amcrica was
the sugsr and the sheen
for many millions inside
and outside the American
continent

alone with two thieves he
hung During the night
, ﬁ?e thieves understood
. . i

-
)
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Thirtieth Canticle

u

nations make misic Hearts
in many places sing The
withered vine the eactuc
burned by ¢old the olive
nipped in the flower their
music make So let despond
enéy not dim your tune Be
not overruled by these our
miltiple deaths demise of
chomical initiative in the
delving root the smile For
orchostras will ring despite
the fall sSurcease of sap
cannot stop their song but

- rather make new harmonies

the stoel revolution has

cheated today's ¢hild of

plaée Hence his burning

resentment which can find
no words

the steel revolution was an
assault on belonging
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Thirty-first Canticle.

i

but in stesl we are dealing not
with the hard square angled &as

it seems at first Not with the
neat original scheme by which
the wild heart aimed to be struct
ured kept econfined dependable

steel was not only a dream to
render finite that which threat
ened to escape beyond the due
measure or rather the measureable
Steel aimed to extend to break
beyond the place the hot centre

confined ¢irele the home the birth .

the death the daily sound of

work the expected and the accepted
the purring silences of truth
by explosion thrust establishment
of intricate bodies for higher
than the eye could hope or the
mind contain or wild heart love

52

=0 the steel revolution
Hxoall-revelutions was -
a ¢rude statement of some=
thing that later looked
very much like ite opp~
osite (rather as the
french revolution claimed
democrecy and esteblished
a glass)

8teel was what tore up



the old apparently for
a new fixed order but in
fagt for the denial of
symme try

the steel revolution was a
reorganisation of the
nervous system i e we can
now stand much greater
speeds changes of climate
situation friend or homeé
than any previous creature
We are not vhole ag they
We are not truly mede

We have simply grown this
layer We have come this
far to reach where the
Chinese were three thouse
and years ago



Thirty-second canticle

the man of steel sees the past
as & successive climbing %o the
final realisation of a now s8tatic
i8 always improving kingdom of
steel scalpels engines clover
computers pills to bring off and
put on not to say revolvers He
prides himself on an unflinching
reaction to anything new prov
ided it is of a steel that is ,
elearly structured nature and not
invisible magnetic non spatial
immeasureable for the cool mind

the famous disgust of the steel
man towards his om odours not

to say his love slime was nothing
but a criticism he was making of
his om berbarie state and there
fore a rise from it He was shedd
ing the body escaping its grip

5%

the steel men derives ,
great confort 18 not erotic
exultation from accelerat-
ion Henc¢e his willing in-
carcoration in the auto-
mobile and his pride in its
silentttransformations
window-slidings hushed
spurts at the touch of a
digit

thus the puriten revolution
(vhich ecreated America as &
steel dream) was the essenc
of the steel revolution

The puritan revolution in
England caused the induste
rial revolution there just
over a century later It
was the adoption of the
steam engine that won the

_American states their indep.
endence. and their victoery

against the south

the soscealled derk age
folldwing the breakup of
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the steel man saw steel
forms-as the unfolding
of long historical pro
cesses making us the
erown of ac¢hievemént in
what might bo called his
sleepwalk of hegolianism

the Roman c¢ities And their
middle class and their gods
and their memory of Greece
never opernied at any stege
into light

some further dark ages: °
trangpired At no point

was a christian civilisation
achieved

everything from the spinning
jenny to the moonfl ight 1is
the bvarbariants idea of
glamour

all his enterprises have
been cloaked military oper=-
ations including TV films
the loudspeaker

14

if there hes been any hegele
ian or unfolding hist arical
theme in our past it was the
gradual enrolment of every
creature no matter what his
villege enclave ¢lud in the
world military entoerprise

of the last two thousend
years

those mon most hegelian 1 e
most fixed in the illusion
of progress become the
cruellest war leaders (the
germen torch passed into
american hands vie the
british empire)



far from light héving

grown over the centuries
fron & dark beginning

thereé was at first a Greck
light of Mesopatamien
origin (which was in turn
of Indian origin) which
shone in the deserts of

the Thébaid (Paul, Antony.
Pachomius) and then seeme
smaller and smaller as the
darkness of the next two
thousand yoars grew round
it A religion in Christ's
nam@ has not yet been mooted
lét alone & civilisation
been based on it

history 1 é development in
time was therefore our idea
(ombeddéd in our feivilise
ationt)

»

the word christian cennot
deseribe a oivilisation
.because it means war

Christ definod this in his
'I.bring not what you assume
to be peace but thefwordg*

4 period ér\ﬁtgh fover sweats
out our poisons

in tho east flu is ¢alled
the cleansing dlsease It
attecks most frequently those
gunk in selfe-indulgence

They require  fever to shed
their poisone That was true
of the darberians who took
over tho Roman enpire That
is8 the rcason for tho steel
revolution

fiu is one of the many



thé steol man saw cmnection
only in terms of the system
of his genses I o to be real
a thing had to bo seen touched

the scientists thus superseded
(to his astonishment) the steel
man locked. in & visicnary yet
no less false version of self

e

the steel man taking fright
at himself undoes the hardness
thus achiseving a hitherto un
surpassed oompassion calm

private or fleshly aspects of
Christ’s tsword*

‘seienice’ merges into an
exploration of thé non-sensual
areas

pegeant seience i e the moon=-
flight 4= thet oraved by the

steel man

moofiflight is moonfright

‘the adoption of long hair and’
loose clothes may merk the ¢on~
versien of the steel man Short
18 the Romen model imitated by
those disposed to the military
version of life

in the eighteenth century vast
wigs wore mountad on natural
hair to signify the abundance
of fecling before it was cut
short by thé steel révolutiom
in 1ts £inal) stages

the barber often finls himself
in an attitude of vemgefulness
togardﬂ the hair umdexr his comns
an

tho more reactionary the society
the more the barber ildentifies
himself with his steel
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the firet steel men the stedl
dreamers were the weak disease-
prone arees of our body devising
a protective system for their
survival

without mines air-polluting
railways oars factories planes
without nervous tension wars
sosting millims of deaths
bombs dispoSing of entire
populations christianity would
not have survived

industrialisation was the first
¢lear panic measure of survival

the Church drought in its
plainly militaxry arm (the
Jdeuita, organised undor a
"genérai') at a time vhen the
collapse wag imminent The
period coincided with the first
explorations of the Americas -
which were an aspect of induste
rialisation i e the mobilisation
of resairces for war

n d that the industrial revole
ution took place in Englend as
pert of a desparate attempt to
escape the ¢msequences of the
war-blocede sgainst Napoleon

She had to produce jer own goode
All such advancesp belng aspects
of wary whether industrial
techolozieal or scientifioc;
take place by means of and
through war alone
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it would be a mistake to assume
that the steel men were the equiv
alent of or ideéentical with or &
simple definition of the middle
class Certainly they were its
leading lights but armies of sim
ple people not given to steel
thinking were prone to their bland
ishments in the form of black
mines eighteen~hour days and the
sweating of children They say
that men and women copulated willy
nilly in the mines as the mood
took them thus showing & ¢hoice a
predilection for barbarism Per
haps the steol revoluticn was more
a mass affair then we think a
populative clamouy for Some revenge
on the healthy body on history

it is often said that the Jews:
showed little resistance in the
campe of the last war that they
could easily have turned ontheir
guards being millions against an

arméd handful But given a certain .

implaceble choice it may be bet
ter to choose death This may
have been & decisicn on behalf
of purity It may have been the

peasants in their thousends
and then millions became
scheduled workers supply-
ing so to speak the choreo=
graphy required by the

steel men i ¢ no languishe
ing 4in silent unfolding
fields but people moving
liko clockwork



answer of the enimal éaged who
will not mate or run becausse
he knows he is not one but all

in the sameé way the chosen ,
people of the east i €& the indians
might choose their deadh

‘thé agrecment to become a

working class implies an
agreement to further the
steol decision 1. ¢ the
steel revolution was &
universal movemont

the jews chose not only
death by gas but also
hitler :
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Thiety-fourth Canticle

the war that suddenly 53847
found before him was surely I
am saying his own life exzplod
ing The puff of choking cordite
thé quiock probing ection of the
shell and then the scream were
only the unfolding of that which
he was with in Yet he did not
know nor approve nor participate

for we are the people who enact
what we already are inside in
order to becoms for other mill
jons an opposite enactment

in becoming suddenly a war numd
er bereft of his girl home pros
peets of all sign of a past of
cinnections even .of mother’s

love our 53847 was doing noné oth
er then passing into his identity

such is the irony of the
christian doctrine of
progress, derived from a
populerisation of tho Hebrow
idea of a divinely appointed
poople, that after nearly
2000 years we are reaching
an appreciation of indien

 music, namely the oldest

musical forms in existence

weé are shedding the illusion
of you and I The steel men
were the oreators of you and
I in order to achieve one
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the barbed wite the shuffling

at night as a recée party passed
the stifled cry of someone not

even fighting were the steel pro
Jeoctions of the fight he had ind de

to take an exemple One day be
fore he ever dreamed he might

unified eoxperiende i e thoy

. refined the You and I to the

fine point where it no longer

" elung to place dbut made a

common life the world over
It was a brutal and primitive

version of the eastern practe
ide of detechment

be taking the pin out of a hand greumts

gronade and throwing it he sat
with his girl on a summér evéning
talking about how they had reached
a surfeit and must perhaps somo
times admit a desire for someone
else At which she showed & flinch
ing surprise Not many weeks had
pessed when she returned to him
shame eyed and said sho had lain
all night on & bed in the nude

with a boy not himself And from
that moment the love he wished the
girl he wished tho bed he wished
wore done to death they were no
more And was ho not the ceuse?

nad he not asked hoer to do what

he perhaps could never bring him
self to do but insisted must de
done as madébeth did but left the
deed to his wife? 4And is it not
the same with war? Could it not
be that structures of steel of which
he disppproved and which indeed
were outting him inside had still
to reach their zenith in his blood?
could it not be that while he »
asked for love he had it not at all?

in which case the war was already
there oOne might even say each
young man to his own devastation

some to sleepless nights some to
bile soms to extermination in cemps

the menifold steél rovole
ution lies already in the
unknowing child
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the child wakes to various
unexpected shocks accord-
ing to the role he has
chogen

he chooses his period his
function as the pollen
chooses the flower

1% is no good locking far
tmy¢ or thist free will -
becausée free will is exere
cised by that in us which
is8 not you or I It doss
not speak or logic chop
It transpires
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Thirty-£ifth Centicle

he heg unknowlingly
uttered the terms of the
steel revolution whose
raticnal publicity he
would reject

translated into eteel terms
53847¢% words to his girl
were a destruction of plece

v They asked £or a consideration
of all human beings in whatever
home &8 the objects of desire

“ in whatéver other human beings
thus removing the question of
fidelity from one arena homd
locality The matter of desire
wags thus trensferred from his
and hers to all of ours And
linitless construcétions shining
infinite had wan And stool-
supported roads thet rem from
town to town wera running also
in him And one place one girl
one sure £iddlity was now a prison

steel structures imply sex
frecdon

homosexzuality being disgust
of (41 e self-identification
with) the woman's softness
4 a transference of the
steel revolution to the

80X organs

gll this is en attempt to
dissolve sex difference and
rise -from the barbarian
desire for assault
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collapse and riss are sim-
, ) ~__ ultaneous The ¢ollapse of
AP ST -~y .7 the Rémen empire was the
L o * * rise of the Christien empire
: ; - v »~ - These historiant's definitions
- have to be unravelled, with
- their tendency to hegelian
diegnosis

50 he left himself with only
a photograph of the girl vwhich
he looked at every day to the
tune of the guns until it be
cané cxactly what 1t was 1 e
a steel idea ¢conveyed by black
and white dots He glanced at
it in bivouacs at night vwhen
séreems had disd Until hor
face was gone and all he saw
was spots 1 o & steel momento

the molting of sexes was to
be seen during Rome's fall
as during Constantinople‘’s
as during Venicets ('the men
arc vomen, tthe women mon, and
both are monkeys'e-~G0zzi,

of the last Venice)

they were parts of the same
gexual deoision I o the
ehristien world must also
slowly groom its women to
be sacred (not simply to be
deseribed as ctered as in
chivalry)

He now could coricentrate on
war which was his metier
On soreams that seemed to be
his owr And many times he
passed the body of a boy and
thought suppose that he is me
and death translates me from
this me to other mes for ever

And home and kiss and warm .
place died only bécause they ., =~
were wheére hé could belong e
For all the revolution in hinm

said you have no place to lay

veaatme Rl nea FAnae o Tacoonise



évery flash of bayonet every
blast announced the same o6
him that never must he pauge
or lay his head for here wes
no sécurity no welcome homo

indeed the nsaning of every
whizzing ocar the whistle of
airbuses overhead the flicker

of sereens is you do not belong

i e we do not belong on the -
earth And the steel revolute
ion was one of many c¢onvulslon
to tear us from tho illusion
of settling down even waile
it seered with its permanent
steel structures to offer a
security of tenure as never
bafore

the reath (life) is only a
medium, & way of expressing
it christ*s way of putting
this was a Hebrew way (‘*hate
your mother and father?)
designed %o shake the people
from a slough of famlly

thus the steel atructures were

to give us & temporary supp=
ort during our first flight °
from plece, from the hot bar-
barian desire %o put dom
roots 'They prevented us from
succumbing to panic in the
firat uncertain moments of
losing & homé And thoy were
glge:x means by which ve lost a
me

To put it in Sumerian terms,
the steel structures were
selioved by Enkadu the men,
unawaré that Golgemssh the
half-divine wes behind him,
waiting to reap the fruits

4 o carg €tc beinz emanatioms
of steel '
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one of the irenies is that all - - -

these endeavours etbacks sur

vivals explosive fates add up

to no golden age nor the achieve

.ment for any whole people or

time or global state of vwhat

might be called imperishable

grece It may happen far one z

men ot ten or half to one and |

all to & million It may come

now for an instant or delaya

thousand years It may reach

what seems a climax only to

instantly fall It may be sSeen

for less than & moment or the

whole of & 1ife And what for

us is a million deaths may be

a subscription to something #e

cannot see but which another

may inherit Vhich is to say

that in whatevey time or place '

whatever c¢circumstence the sub

seription whether of life or

death 18 always to various

flowerings of a whole body wn

divided into one or two or .

hore and now Uhich is to say

again that you and I &are not

Nevertheless some movements
are discernible though not
in a graph of getting bet
ter or falling into worse

war settles on each area as
the steel revolution is re-
quired by peoples to burst
upon them and explode their
past Hence its appearance
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in varying dogrees in the
oast

whore 1t does not appear the
people have no need of it

the wer hed various forms
from the usé of high exploS-
jve and the jeot flame to the
working of gears and the
manipulation of knobs The
war thus presses hom the -
terms of the stedl rovolut-
don each moment of the day

the way in its manifold
forms shocks the péople out
of the sense of belongirg to
any one place

68 the automobile drives the
jetoraft £1lies so the TV
ploture refers us to other .
placas other times always &s
pictures dissolving into
others cut into others

ve aré in every way transe
ported



Thirtyeseventh Canticle
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he found when his 'war was . |
oveér that peace did not coms

belief in onself as the
climax-8o0ciety of history

and in advence of the past

ia the bdarbariants failure

to penetrate beyond hine

self It coincides with the
infliction of war on undéfend-
od peoples and the crucllest
revenges The barbarien's
difficulty in penetrating
beyond his own hot self
e¢reates a strong senge in hin
of f*othert people as separable
and by implicetion inferior
*All men areislandst is the
helght of the barbarian
philosophy

the barbarian and the halfs
diving present the tensian
of history by their struggle
with éach other (inside the
same man) Enkadu and Gole
gemesh .

many times he dreamed it
then it €emsed and aark
~came Once two kings came
to his black tent They
told him his business with
the women glggling behind -
veils outside Then horses
twice the size of a child
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came steaming from their

welk and russet red And

another time 1t ¢ame in

a c¢ity by the sea with

blinds against .thé sun."™ - &
And then it was & man & ~
lone in his room And then

a girl on a hill in the

evening and very still

the barbarian is engulfed
by the hot demends of his
own nature and these mey
tonvince him that he is a
man of control and even of
civilisation

Attila the hun never hesgite
ated He swore that wherever
his horse trod the grass
would never grov egain He
could not afford to hesgite
ate because of the power of
his own fears

and 80 it wove in and out

of #pace and time which are
not fixtures of reality dut
little veils to be drawn &
aside if so 1t takes the will

history is an attem%t to
gystematise the past as if
we hed no other place bdbut
hére

civilization equals no
history

history is a glancing back
and forwaxrd in the act of
building When the building
is done what-we-are replaces
what-we~have-done and whate
we~shalledo




Thirty-oighth canticle

official peace came in form
of hungry memories stop céhil
dren wandering skies undefined
by carved tops of houses pal
aces atop no roads to know the
truth by nor the expected cor
ner stop A vhiff of somecne's
death a gleam of bones stop
this peace surely no chenge
stop in fact war only the
curtain raiser stop and this
peace a £irst tired scene
stop the denouenent long to
transpire stop war here to
stay stop repeat stay stop

536847 was transported ‘home?®
after the war but 4did not
recognise it because place
had died in him He saw the
fages he knew bu the motor
centre of home in himself
was gme

not that his own home had
been blowm sky high It
nearly had The effect would
heve been the same The loss
of homs was no l1oss among
those who returned homs to
unscathed streets Bombhs
had exploded in people The
external bombs were only

the outer realisation of the
inner deoision



Not mist these are
fumes This not the
earth but battle
field wWar has moved
to organsbtissues
air the waters

anachronistic the
bombs the screams of
women War is now
seeretions

wages in the cell

" these are smokes of fear the

bombs were the steel revolute
ion blowing out the last re-
doubts of intimacy place

(we remember how the streets
used to be hot with belonging
Now they must be painted
plented with trees given vistas
We didntt see them before

- We were simply in them This is

how the most unsightly slums
were loved)

always remembering that the
objectiveof christienity was
not to create a civilisation
Indeed that could never have
come within its s ope given
the hordes it had to educate
from barren savagery

Christ controlled the educs-
etion 80 to speak His oljdectd
{ve was never pockets of oive

a {1isation but a worldwide

presentation of the most
ancient thought, more ancient
then Judeh This came to him
via Greece 10 travelled along
trade routes from the east to
the Mediterranean The Jews
were its vehicle to the Roman
empire



thunders of engines of dis
turbed thought These vi
brations are attempts at
action The erowded comings
and golings exchanges at
airports stamped passports
gauges clocks pressure
valves are us heaving us
asteam with hot concern

what diseases what
plagues Like a land
scape they unfold
What disasters

End of messege



she has proved that she' i8.

light by dying So many
times she died. By a
stream on & 80 many people
has she been How this
mother weaves in and out
of death unveils her
self How like a waking
and an incubatory sleep
it is How weo ¢an see
her when we closé cur
touch hor i{n our sleep
How all she is how
mother How whits a
million times How both
she 4is having the male
complete And how light
sho knows how 0 be
come how silent

(?Q4»¢‘ & Ral

Thirty-ninth centicle

wer is ‘the striuggle
olininate as in vomiting
or dierrhea

) - v/
Jootdem n) e
plepe ad @o,
42}« dt\;u;e, has HCA)
/) ety ad
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>5

th canticle

having lost his place he
began to look for it not
knowing that this was all
designed He looked in
faces familiar places

but nothing transpired to
teach him who he was

Even mother and father
were now remote Knowing
thet enjoyment is & ,
sign of belonging he tried
to enjoy but not belong
ing enywhere he couldn®t

he tried to talk to walk
but got strange looks His
talk was laim his walk un
steady His mother gazed
at him but could not £inrd
her som And he not her

53847 twhom the Lord loveth
he chastenéeth?

!

his nevervhaving belonged was
O a fact blovn into him by war

Wer was the first drastic step

to understanding that his not

belonging was far from being

en uncanny state the mirror

of truth
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Forty-first centicle

for five years or nore he
looked in the face of an
othér and did not find his
wife Looked for anobther

and another but did not see
that the original premise

of which ‘another® was the
supposed variation had been
lacking Like a man who
never having hed & horse )
was looking for ‘another one?

vwhich acoounted for much
travelling and looking in fgaas

he tended to cast back
glances to the time whem
Yshe' had been thero And
all he romembered of the
original she was a series
of steelesevoked black
dots on en ageing plece
of paper kept in the int
erests of extra preserv
ation in the leaves cof &
book and not any longsr
in a pocket over his :
soldier’s heart ft8het

the key began to turn in the
lock vhen he realised after
many slow steps that indeed
he and not supposed implace
able forces outside had bem
mking his 1ife 41 e he had
to abolish the archetypes -
which the barbarian imegine
atioh esteblishes outside
itself and then bows down to



was perhaps the nearest
to the original premise
of wife that his imegin
ation could get So his
tired mind adopted her
Thus he found himself
looking into other faces
for the presence of black
steel-ongendered dots

And naturally since his
methods of ¢hoosing were
mad his choice nas mad
too and he landed him
self with many clumsy

bed situations and no wife

4 ¢ he was now free to act
because ocutside life had no
existence independent of hinm
And dethroning outside life
was & step to dethroning inside
life He cams to know tThat his ,
area of action or freedom Was
, O B “not outside or inside or any-

T " , where It was simply wherée he
did not belong (41 e freedom
‘was not in spece and tire/
nunber/identity)

v VT 1 kY
end when he found her
he knew she was not

here or three but every
where and not a dot

the archetypal figure of
vother* people began to
collapse
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Forty=-second Canticle

the soldiers have gone home Sicked

up now the heroism Rejected the ex
ample of shining valour Medals throvm
away in truckloads HNo longer required
the reminiscenetes with their thrilling
trival suggestions or the speech by the
eminent captain All that lay with im
agination flair The smiles of boys

won wars A tint of hair could be de
cisive How the geéneral moved his
shoulders when he had & hunch dould
signal victory &4nd mén sat singing

in the dark But now there is 'a function
clearly marked And if it happens to
concern grenades chemical disyruption

of crops the systematic guiting of
villages why other men are equally en
gaged in demolitidin for peaceful pur
poses in crop spraying even the firing
of oontaminated aereas in the case of
cattle disease otc thus show that
the function only has differen results
in aifferent fields One to life and
one to death Which should not give
rise to any extraneous dumbshow of
sacrifice belief courege or anything

on the level of viking atavism so to say

so put up your swords Tut up your _
hard revenges Nothing now but shining
gteel will meet your vietory or de
font So many have we lost on the way
gach death each cry is part of my
anetomy How bland has beed the marder

and how unpausingly the war turns to
other fieclds Lock how she passes in

-
)




in her eyem where she has murdsred

a ¢hild The hordes that pour past

have each & murder undér the carsless

hair So many knives have twisted _
in the night so sure has been the . -7
slide of steel the gleaming surgecri's

eye that stays the kicking child

79
ﬁheAétreet & disec of silver light _ :
|

; the climax of the steol

revolution lies in the.

: abortion centre where the

! : young ¢aumitt their
first act of premeditated
mirder which prepares
' +hem for the bigger acts
: of wer '

blessed is the woman who has
never Long is the path of the
one who has ever For shé has
cut herself You daid not knife
another in the dark it was
yourself No wonder that you
ery Some flowers have drifted
sullenly domm with the falling
of night in the body in the
womrb and these are for you

derkness has fallen in the
passages No dtorches gleam
No glad forragers no ex
panding of soft walls A
gcandle spits Some murder
hes been done Silencé has
fallen on tho cave and
these mothers will not

the divine mother will
not bring forth in con-
ditions of captivity
She therefore chooses
war (techincal develop-
ment) as her means of
escape

+he murderesses &are vouchsafed
. automobiles end when they
vroathe out it is exhaust gas



6lick goes the cattle gun alit

goes the knife clatter goes the
pulley and the blood flows dovn

the gutters The walls have heard
such shouts Thoy hang by hooks
These hordes enter by night and

by moraning are divided Such
multitudes have been seen Thelr 4, .
ghosts live up the hill in =EFiess/

1a - ,
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AR i ‘ )

e

the flesh is in such turmoil Its
sex erupts in meteors that fly

Ko

the use of the knife and
the renunciation of the
knife are ¢lose by a
hair‘s breadth (the surgeom
is a man of nightmares)
Henry V1li's protestant
revolution provoked & long
outburst of poetry in ‘
Englend Napolem s revole
ution provoked the same in
France

in tho eyes of Atar the
sun god there was only oné
erime~-==cooking dead flesh

the daily extermination of
animals is the war visited
on other creatures Thue
they too are drawn into
the strugele They are not
simply edible dystanders

the fear of the murdered
becomes the fear of its
eater Thé anger of the
murdered the anger of 1its
eater The assault on the
murdered the assault on
the eater (At the moment
of alaughter the animal.ts
terror is said %o secrete
a poison or acid into the
system This becams the
poisn of the eater)
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across the sky The heart beats
fitfully in winds in drifts that
take whole cities dladders livers
with them There is a state of
fever in the hills fThe patient
landscape trembles to the point
of magnetic attraction Depend
ent corpuscular populations un
accountably die off or just as
unaccountably do away with them
selves Night and day andsoft
and hard and growing and dying
and laughing are all mixed up
And entirely other forms such

a8 only the stars wuld tell
are lurking in the smiling dark

e

the visible is an cnd=ofe
the-line product of the

 invisible

nature disasters and body
disasters are the same

the earth is equelly with
ourslves a hospital case in
dire stress

the believers.in the visihle

are victims of 'unaecountablet’

disecase

disease is a great or small
attempt at suicide

smoking, drinking, overe -
sexuégﬁyg speeding, drug-
taking , night-wakefulness
are extensional diseases

(2 e outside props are
gently or harshly engaged
to fulfil suicide) The
nom-extensional disease
often contracted as a
result of these extensional
ones is carefully separated
by tho mind from its cause
(4 funaccountablet)

suicide is & savage haste
for the divine without
acquaeintance with it

the volice of agnostieis
is the engine ‘

-




Forty=third Canticle

take flies settling on an
arsenic-impregnated pad
They will mate a second bde
fore dying in order to @&
shiove scourity not progeny

death-sex 1s the music of
war Where halls whore at
mospheres ring with death
sex becomes remedial and
gives rise to anger and then
more remedial sex in ever
darkening spirals to despair

hence we have the disarming
cotradiction muech felt by
beginners that the practise

of sex draws lowe inch by inch
to where she languishes and dies
end will not longer recognise

€

4

the use of sex for the dig-
burdenment of sorrow leads
to further sorrow It arises
from the misteke that e
belong here

gex it consonant with made
ness but love is not
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Forty-faurth Canticle

1% will never be said of the bird
that he failled in any particular
His pecking will be perfect his
hopg the kind originally endowed
His worm will slide the same in
each millenial f£ield And he will
sing from the selfsame tree that
ever hugged with shade his song

it will not be gaid that this was
wrong much |less irpelevant It |
will not be said that what he

tunes his song by can be wrong or
what he hops by cen be malinformed

1 -

absent to him i8 the present voise
that in hih sings And absent 48
the wire inside his claw 4And ab
sent is the figure inside the gloom
that makes him sing and touches
leaf to make the warming fire

everything of a technical
character has the same
functions«~of telling the
story of the world as if

it were the only place
Heaven and hell are further
extensions of this idea

on & pree-steel level

$¢he suicidet's conviction

that life is right at the
bottom dreb is a recogn=

ition of the fact that we
do not belong here, withs
out the wherewithal to




it wil) not be said that any
thing of his is his that song
that claw that peck that pounce
belong to him Never will it
be seid that he is preseéent to
himself and owner of his gifte
Or that the gloom of the leaves
that holds his song is where he
only belongs ond always rests

§4

realise it in expsrience
Henoce the need for techincal
assistance

the yewning suburbs of the
Thirties, fat with ‘reality?,
produced their suburban
Beolzebud in hitler He

was simply their alter ego
The middle class everywhere
simply carried out in bed
and behind locked doars

what he annocunced publicly
The Jjews were reviled a
million times over, and they
reviled themselw s & million
times over, before hitler:
put it into political lan~
guage

the homosexuality end herme
aphorditism that mark periods
of great friction of ideas
are & withholding of love on
the sexual plans because the
rece is held up so to speak
in its progenitive decisions

ag drunk, the sick men may
suffer the same trick of
sight, and the homosexual
se6s the heterosexual as a
tpotential? or ‘suppressed?
homosexuel He sees the
heterosexual as suffering
the woman®s ¢onstant demand
for servic while yearning
for the freedom of loving
no ond ,

\

|

\
the drunkard will see others
the amies of homosexuals



are the eunuchs of God
forming up They mark &
new turn of religion

likewdso a suiocide is the
urgent need for another -
body :

The idea that the universe
18 dark and cold and empty
is barbarism defined

Hence barbarism entered
the first christian theo=
1o%y after the desert
fathers in this form It
entered in order to elime
inate 1itself, working
through the system like &
poison until violent vom-
iting took place in the
form of the nineteenth
century (1 e the disrupt-
ion of local life every-
where by the creation of
world markets)

civilisation is the inhere
itance by great numbers
of the opposite idea

by its study of a throbbing -

and alive universe (1 e
radiation and vibration)
scienfe will now complete
the prooess of elimination
in the last redoubts of
the steel mind
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Forty~£ifth cantiole

he saw him throb like

waves like waings He 53847
said hullo to one’'he o ’

had not seen before - .
but was himself amd

now walked shining at

his side He saw how

he had killed himself

hed fired his bullets

in his selfsame face

had died himself and

in the ficld lay talk

ing silently with men

face dovm and motionless

we choose the kind of sheath
which will serve our slow or
guick purpose Think of all
the millions of caolces from
mineral to vegetable

the steel revolution, in-
volving over the centuries
long religidus wars and .
¢ivil massacre end the ruin

of the young by work/porsecut-
ion/fanine not to mentimm b
the disruptién of the pro-
genktive process in aningal
vegetable and mineral,

was the squivalent of &
thought in & room

one whose dreah all life had been bad
and was older than 53847 decided ome
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night in his trench to olean his bed .

of its wife's lovers by destroying an
enemy The night was silent damp and

the enemy too He needed to remove a
man who had entered his bed that night
and any man would do The hated one '
never has a name and his face and his
limbs are anyone's The morning papers
that reached the front the crackling.
radio were loud each day declaring the
of ficial enemy arranged to last for

the length of the war and quiet the
worms that each man had in his head

or his bed by rationing out one common
enemy He drank as much scotch as the
bottle held and sat looking at his

nails by the light of a candle breathing
hard his men all round him knowing that
his enemy in this case & youth of twenty
or so with frightened blond eyes was on
the other side behind a quickfiring gun
Now this young man behind the gun was
not quite sure of his hate and only

half believed in the enemy's existence
on the other side But when the bad
dreamer jumped to his feel and called

to his mem to follow him he knew that
the enemy was there He saw him suddenly
swaying screaming &across the night in
front and pulled the sdmple trigger in
his hand and to his amazement fear the
night clattered with armement and the
shadow fell with a gasp in the middle of
the field and his men had not followed
They threw the empty bottle of scotch
away and phoned to the reare for another
officer This is how a dream oan lead
straight to its fulfilment In this case
the enemy was destroyed precisely &8s
promised since the enemy was hinself

Y7



