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My dear Maurice, 

59, st. Peter~ Rd 
Leicester 
5th September 1959 

I shall ,be for a bout a week "in 
S,tresa i- e- till the 15th Sept~fuber to attend. Sociology 
Congress there where I have to read a paper. m shall 

. stay at Hotel Speranza. And if you and Ann.ette are anywhere 
near there , it would be nice if I could see-..~. I have not­
seen you for some time,- not since you were in ~~I have 
no idea whether you are still living in Ita1y~or wheth~ ___ 
this letter will reach you. If it does,do get in touch with '­
me in any case. I should like to know bow you are • 

I ymse1f have been rather busy which 1s 
I a.m afraid an understatement. I don't think I have worked 
as much ever before in my life, you know, teaching and 
in the interstices of all the off~cial duties one has doing 
a bit of my own work. It is all very sati sfactor~y._ I always 
liked teaching, but just a bit more than I probably should 
do. still they have made me a Reader and that is something. 

I hope you both are well, for all I know you may have 
. been l1hving in London all the time - where I , to my regret, 
rarely go nowadays. And I alsn hope your novel is making 
progress. Pergaps it is finished by now. 

Let me just give you an outline about my very provis 
onal plans now. After the 15th or 16th I shall probably go 
do~~ to Naples for a day and look for a nice spot in the 

t neighbo11rhood were I can work in peace. I shall probably 
, go to Wie'sbaden n my way back to talk over my still inter_ 

minable reparatIon things. Probably. bhck via Amsterdam which 
as I am going with Sabena does not ma.ke any difference. Ob 
perhap~ I shElII go via Paris. I shall be ba.ck here at the 
latest at the beginning of October. Term starts at the 7th. 
One way or the other let me hear from you. 

Yours, 
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. '59, at Peters Rd 
r I .Leicest et' . 

23rd October t 1959 

My dear Maurice, , 
". . - work has swallowed me up ~s soon as I ret.urned 

to this country. And so, to my regret I was unable to keep my promise 
and to wri'te to you at once. ' 

-r I am sure Annette-and you know how much. I enjoyed 
seeing you and::spending so much'· time, w,i tn. .. you - more than you proba­
bly could afford - , the, lovely evenings or your ?alcony and the 
talks. It is nice to know that although i·deas ma;v run on somewhat 
different lines, tha.t" is not really wp.a~ ma.tters. 

. I had hoped to copy out aome of my 
translations for Annette and you and nerhaps somethin~ ,of my own. 
But this woula only delay matters more. And I. want above all to send 
you' the address o·f the Nature Cll.re specialists which I just got. 
If you write to the Secretary", Kingston Clinic, Liberton, Edinburgh 9 
asking }Vhether he could fix for you an apPointm,ent with Mr James 
Thomson in London that ac()ording to my friend is the right procedure. 
If you wish you can say that you got the address from a friend of 
Prof. John Rees, 35 Beaufort Avenue, Langland, Swansea, Glam. 

My friends in London say iXBRX they wl11 look round 
for a firstrate heart suecialist, but I have had not reply yet. Con­
sensmof opinion seems to be that the Dr whose name I gave you seems 
lately rather tired and ageing. Moreover he is not a heart 
specip.list. Nevertheless he knows his way about. 

This I am writing just while I am coming up, so 
to say, for a bit of fresh air and before I am going under again~ 
I have more students' than I had ever before - 120 alone in my 
first year course - with classes and essays this is a good deal of 
work although I have of course some help from our juniors~therwise 
together with my courses for second and third year students it would 
become quite unmanageable. And of course in between I try to do my 
own writing. StillJto fe~l one is doing something worthwhile is quite 
exhilar .. ing .• An hour ago one of the young chaps in the first year 
course came to me because he could not find his name on the list 
for classes,- there is of course a lot of organising to be done 
and all kind'of worries Bmall and great to be taken care of. This 
was one of ,them. He ,was '4aking English and French· w-ith ·Sociology as 
his third subjectx· this year. I asked him Whether he could follow 
and how he liked it. And after a bit ?f humming and hawing he came 0 
with it that he found it most intersting. But why Sociology? I asked 
Well, he wanted to become a writer, but he added carefully that was 
of course not his only reason for ta'!ring sociology. So I said there 
was nothing wrong with that and I d~d,not mind in the least ~~en if 
that were his main reason provided he worked hard. That auparently 
encouraged him to say that lie had a cousin who was' also a writer.But 
he only wrchte about himself and that was not his" line. So I said 
that this was something everyone had to judge for ~himself. And he 
should tell me a little later what he got. out of it. Of course,he 
wa s very young. But apart fro'1l our own specis.lists we hive now neop-Ie 
who read mathema.tics or physics or history and so on •• each con­
necting it with his other studies in one way or the othero In fact I 
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faot , I am trying to give them an introduotion to the study of 
men, a humanistio course and a scientific course at the same time 
ranging from nnmliBJtx an understamtng of pres~t- day increase 
of 'World. population and its causes (c£o~o ·million people at the end 
of this cent'rr~.aocordi-ng. to a U. N. proj,9ction!) ~o a .. ,bird's eye 
view of man s social development from the olCi~tone age. 

Well, you can.se~ , it carrIes me away,- but if one would 
not really l·ike what ' on~ does, where wO\lld one be ? 

I hbp~ this 1ett~r is not too late yO re~ch you in Rome • 
If you c'ome ~o, Englanq let me know ypur w!lerea bou~~ and if you are 
free come here" but let me -know in advance. ·You will· prOM bly find 
Leicester a not very int~.reating town. It is a busy, very wealthy, 
not too dirty"'and culturally rather ·humdrum town. ,But the ueople 
are nice. An~ ~ can sho·w you the University wlt,h its view of'the 
cemet,ary tfim~,ortalised ,II by the ~trance paasggea"of Lucky Jim. 

, Ther~ is' one point more. I found that the Monterlans 
which I~ had for y6u pave got a bitt dua·ty and tried to get other copies 
without ~uccess.So I shall you these, - I hope you don~t.mind • 

. 
With all good wiBhea for Ann~tte and yo~ 

~~ 
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To 

The BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MAGAZINE AWARDS 

Administered by the University of Illinois : URBANA 

161 Administration Bldg. 
March 25, 1955 

Magazine Personnel 
Everywhere: 

The University of Il11nois announces with pleasure that the 
dinner for the presentation of the second annual 

BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MAGAZINE AWARDS 

will. be held in the Presidential Room of the Statler Hotel, 
Washington, D. c., on May 11, at 7:00 p.m. The price will be $8 
per pl-ate·,l ·tnc-lud1ng-gratuit'ies".~ -- - .- ... ,. ~ _ -~ _ 

Invitations will be mailed on April 22 with reservation cards 
enclosed. Return envelopes will be addressed to the Benjamin 
Franklin Magazine Awards Dinner, but in care of the National Education 
Association at Washington. The Public Relations office of that 
o'rganization will mail tickets immediately upon receipt of orders, 
des~gnating table assignments. 

The presentation ceremony was moved to Washington ,this year in 
order that we might cooperate in the nationally important conference 
of Magazine Editors and Etlucators. Our dinner will be the concluding 
event of that affair, scheduled for May 10 and 11. It is, as you 
know, co-sponsored by the Magazine Publisher's Association and the 
National Education Association. It is the one opportunity each year 
where magazine editors and top-flight educators may sit down together 
and discuss mutual problems in the field of education. . 

,;-
Just to refresh your memory: The University of IllinoiS annually 

giv~s Benjamin Franklin Magazine Awards for outstanding work. The 
seven awards to be presented May 11 are for work published during the 
calendar year of 1954. They include: a gold medal and scroll to the 
magazine judged as having rendered the greatest public service; a 

- -scrorr and $-rOOO for the most· ou-tstandlng pl'€ce of' mag-a'zlne r-epor~ing; 
and scrolls and $500 each to the writers of the best article which 
depicts life in the United states, which interprets our foreign scene 
or foreign relations" the best biography, best short story, and one 
in a miscellaneous category for work not specifically covered by 
other awards. 

Please make every effort to join us at Washington. Maybe you 
can time one of your bUSiness trips to coincide with the date of 
May 11. 

~
cordial1Y yo~s, 

&e. ,. 
Jos. F. Wright, Secretary 
BENJAMIN FRANKLIN MAGAZINE AWARDS 
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TelephOJ;ie 6S2II 

I 

OF LEICESTER 

UNIVERSITY ROAD 
LEICESTER 

81ih J\ll,r 1957 v 

!!~1 dear .;;i1t.urioe t 
, I he-va un,f.ortul?ately rnls1ale your last. let.ter 

,vi th your' 1.1eW 'addr~sSj ana ail the - .searohins among· the maun­
t8,ins of books ahd paJl'~l"eL in, roy .t:ituoj' bave f~111ed ,to produce, 1 t. 
I she,ll there:fore send this letter to YOur old address- in 

'\-'I - " • 

Rome ana a copy to the .Falksn(~teil1erstr~. in t,h~ hop*, that 
on 19 or' t.he otherJ will.. reach YOll.. ' 

.~-:-f\. Let me say: first, .!)iee.~e don ~t '~orr:y apout my book. 
It- wae very good of· you'r~1'ben~::~o try, .. ~,_t,o belt' me _'~lth it.But it 
~C\lft~.t t~ythl'i1g to ao \wlt.h you or m·e;, ,: if' it dQap not come ,o~t,. 
And it wont Come off in Frankfort., .Tha.t I can ~ae '~ow vary olear­
ly .. And can undel~etand it.i .• ,Some tirneago I had 8, letter from 
tr. Fltt;n'zGl who ie in ohsIger"of tr1.6 mEi,t,1~er in which; ho made 
h ew ~r'Op.9~~l~_rOl'f ~tlte~ettl,on-e j,n,~_en.t!e(l. to rn6.k~. the hoel'" more . 
p()pUlnl' .• l~no; al though I llr:: not. in pl·~ .. nol·pJ.e, opposed: tJC)· the 1dea-· 
the rluggab,t{tons. w~j,~~ ... - vsgU"S and the whole' glst of t"he lotter' 

'1l:'!1,1ch incidentally was vt!Jr!y frl,Efodly, ma.d'o. ~me' f\;:lel .'that;" qti1te 
s1'3111oo,51y •. ··tlfhe House F:1sphe~ bas grev"~" doubts wh0ther thE' publiOa­
tion. of this. bock would pa:y',. Flseh,er, fi,rt,;~r ~"11~ ·S.s I was re-

I minded, 1.~ not·· a,~ a.cle'nt,ifl1e publishing· r0':1a~.Ir I ;,'Quld makE) 
the vaguely su6t3ea~edJ bt'it i'£1.l'.rfJaobin.g: .I Urm''''.~b9ltung n J the 
book mIght ·bG acee' '~a,ble. oth~rtri ae wi. tIn l'Agret eto" ot,c. 

" . l bav~. :r'~ll S:n:,11,atny wjth t/nis nnd. as the book 1s 
too goO(l 1 th.1nl~ for" C'll half hen.rtOt1 e.aC01",,'t;tElnOe I shall ,"rite now' 
the.t ~e bottat' .. call i'~ e, d.1!.,Y,_ I hav,~ no c;i01.tbt t.hat it ",'111 
make its· ·,:~ay. So neithaj;"' or'ua·l:n~ed be, r:Htr!'j1'cbout thib. What 
remEd.riA" j.n. my m~mi.)r,:y, !I,1cHJriee,· is your help, end y~r. kindness; 
and·3. ,verr.y :pleasant evenlng I S'O~1t a.t the Jtt~Chi91: a house 
V:hlle I was in I.'re,nkfc)l;tt,. . ' t", '~"'; ,:.t, .:: j -!.. 
. .' . l~or-eover; the' "bobk'·'1.~ aeailf a;rd~ .again qlJ~"ot6d :"'n 

'" Attlsz7tco.n publica tiona and "as .t~heBe. th1ne;n go,. gi'~11ustly 
eatnbl1sh1n~. !teelf ov'sr "there: 8,S' G.' etr>.nCle.rd b'opk itf oGtl .. t /s1n fields. ' 
There ·1s gro~.ing, ln~terest for .. it. I bave ·b1:1.o som~ requesta tor 
it. prom ~~~r.e; ~nd.J have"'somei'l~eaaOt1 to th1~k" tbe't, I sh~\11 be 
able t,o ·br;ing .it·lout t1Jar~. ' .. " - . ~ ... 

I S6.yJ the oth~'r- dol' F-roc1.Gric ~lb:{ obEJ,nca el.t.l Sadlers Vlells 
~hA~e t119 ", TheAt~~ um Kur:fUa~en'dafnrl wa.s ~l~a:Ylng,. Cn~ .Oft my friends; 
1'j1hc!hy.o~ me:t' 'Q •. t-. ,Lf):'tanto 1(~ a' f'OX"tn(:jl' ~ictreua ~nd got fres tickets 
gor .&11 performances., ~f)fertuntl·t.~;.l"Y· r .\'1,a,£j n~2~:,fre~"whe1?- ttioy playod 
\fO~_zGl{ pl~ n D$r Zerh~,orinne' ~U{? t1 ,t;h1oh I ,f1Quld ~~B:'Y'~j .l~~d to see, 

. s,oe; ~1.e went t<? ~tl~'1nq.b~l;g S . Trtramsp'i:el ~ yaty ~mpltea~,:t~1e. 90 . 
far eJj ~the-e.xi~re'~el:y ii'Uaginat1,rE: d~ccr". K8s..~~r l~~h:.~~_,~ •. ;~es 
cont'Jol'ned,s~me vQ~:Y goodact'-.ng" ~ -I am 'a.fra.id ~na names still 



,I 

mean little to me .... E10 l·-fo!.'gct ~j)~~tni but the pl.ay t ... th~s ~lay 
18 on.ly bearable WhEm he leta" -- draa,me loose i but. for mt', 
unbearablf:) when he 1s 'So "tq,t'eay rations'l, a.nd I qUite:'Conso1oU6 
of ~b~,t (be intends to do; P.ln~, . :p~lnts t9 1'rlt~: mor,~le rV:~1~~h.I~4S.", ' 
finger: " Es ,1st abba,de q!l1\ die Mensohen f!,. I d-on t· mow whether 
you-know 1 t. ' Still, it was" < Qertc:d.l'll,y~,~·orth ... -see'in-g'. 'Cn-e-canriot 
~s~j7t In a g:en~ra.l way thhf/ s'oting, and pl"oc1uot100 are. bette~, or 
woree tba they, are. her~.~ Th~,y ;are differen,t a.nd for me at l~st 
it was rather at~1muia·t1ng.~:~, very .~dd .~~dlenQe.~!xt-ure of ' 
Ge~rr.an emhassy + ne\'!!ly ?s~~b.11ehed Germa.n c,ol<m·Y ""1 ref,ugoe!!'i­
av$i1ng drlfJEla~S~~;ostanta~ti:?uelN a..nd onaal.en'89ng~:J ;",a110WIl'.,·,· . .'. 
a.gain (11;1 to nloa for.a change. Rouaing r6eQEt1~ ~ ~,more, I' ,'~b1nk 
than ·aot.ual:t::r dO~'61~",adJ; (r·hfl Ms.noh~ster ,Gua.:tdlan ·remarked, 't\ot '. 
perhaps 'Wl~hcut Justiofict:it;1on, there V1e~"E) obviousl;.'I, msny :eel-
~n9-:tn-Berli~1~tst:-ea-beS8err people~t, ,.W~at. ,s pity it .~a that ){.ou 
are not mOlte eften h~!'G. Mau.ttiee; I rlon·:t, ,lmQ'W whe,thsl" 1'(:, is .j 

the bast thing for yoU to out· ·jou1.'AAlf off 00 much trOnt ~wh~_tv is 
" ooing on hera,. 8,1 thou'gh of ,oourse .tha, thsa trQ am KU11 :f"':{9 stendamm 

.i~ nl'o'bably m(~l~O, ,rami·liar to you poo.!}: t-c "people here, still 
there, 1 a ~ lq,tr, g Oil: !i, Ell har$t f,hL~' t ,~s $t1mul::; tlng:" f§ Al'f I 

,l:l sa 11 y 'OHn ,t ~ Y f,l>'f..vK. R." f, ~ "'" ~1A/' " ;,:" I 
'Pl,fjcJo:pic .vn~,fi;",' aol'ry tlf(~f~'I'. "it'.::} h/.~d net me"t; f.or s'ema time and 

so ''Jas I .But n Q~ t .11 ving,·t ,an I d.o outslc1A .LorHlon I he.ve to 
ration' my time when r am ther-f30. Whnt can one '('0. lttlo'oka more, 
~o1e.nc; on tl'1~ 'Ql101e 1: t,h1.h.~ t!1!1.rl"icd lif~ doGS him go'cd.I don't 
,know whot.her yo~i hqal~ from' ~i11!.: 

I .:.. I hope :YOUl1 new f~~:~ r;r:oyea· sa tlsfEl,ctor.y'. It is ulways 
t3XCi'fl:tng tQ l;"~ll"l, u~ somotll')1nm~ new, ~hc)ug.h of course, G. ,lot of 
t·:roubls too.~: 1 .110po' .;\10U b9.i~h, 'Will e:n,jf)~l i~'.I henrft '~b~?t It,~ tiae, 
rat.her.1H)i,. in Home fOl~ a t.l-Ole. So ,1t ~\as herA'. I ,1mmsnslv 
.on.1oy'?d. it. Un:t"6J;tt\l1,1Dtf~1:v 'i'ol~ ·tho time bain::; it iH1emi-J' to ';b~,," 
over., !ie~o.,. :(,h.?~gl'l ,it.is atJ:lll !lot ao, 0901 ~,g It'~a~; la,st· 
3ummel~; mUCl1 netter ~n. fact, tnough o,'s:l:"onst, and cl.(7)se.-
. Do not fOl'7g0t to let me· k!iow1n good time wi.ll9n' you nome to 
Lend on • wrl~~ 1jO 59, St~. P,~t9r.~ HOE1d, Lej"c¢ste~f ,- my nllti'vatf) . 
address 1\1h~~~e ;Le't'teJ:~a rea.cr~: zoo quicl{(~l".1 ittl still t'err1bly quay," 
,~r it ins ; t~hl a '1 s . ti).c onl y t,ime \'~hen ,I can do :1:t ~1 th a on oan ~ra .. 

. t~ori; ," tlf~ug;:1 the ~?ea lih!)r .+s l~~~ t,h!3t: j~l"r'i t~a.t~.rlg.Next oS$slon ~"~ .:,. 
aht~ll b~lV0 _an oru,rmOU8 e\mo~H'lt of ;l(H:,l{ 'f:;o <10 .' tea.ch1nr and sdml. 
ni~:-tl~a t,ion ,as weli ;-rfoZ" .m~'·;.f~ollec:tgU.e 80~t:1 a~; v~.~i t'1ng ,l?~ofeaQ~';, .. 
to ;P-h~!la .,f(~~" ~~; "': .-:t-.(:) ~rY~, .. ~~l?<;;J:~~"iail Oll(J, r i'.n, clJ.~l;~g~ •. I ,~m wprk~ng, ~,~ 
tty~:g' ti~ ~,~ l:.reaat ;), p~pe:r- ref.+.~ly· befn',1;1 th.~1 b~el·nn1ng:-l0f. tllO new 
se~h;1 on. ,I s1El'tre t,O 'tee .. oh a·,ta,· 8tnnm91"school. 'e!~!tiLY"in A'r,lgUst ,.and 
may go off' '111 Se,,,tGrr!b,er 'i,t' ;o,.get~ fe~r 'et~ougl); w1.th. m:\;~, own 't'ol~k. I 
hri"t"e - been sk1'i~g at Ea.ste~vne&~ In~sbruolt fine1 e;n b1tor mounta-
ne~r111'G-, thd\igh I proof.lbl'] "~on't. ,.d$sar;v.:'a.·E?tl·Qt.har) '!1 011Ga,''J y. , . 

. ' T'hia fa ra thar ,rarnb1111g., Do ",let m~ ,·hGla,l" f'rOrr.l 'you .Anr~ 
(len 't'wo11ry " about the book;", G1V(1 all my ,go"d. ;'rileh~s' to Annetta. 
I hope s~le 'like,a the fla,t .•. l1b,e~e ~·9 ~ yO'J;~ ge~, t)1,t'3.,. furni.ture, ? 

, .. XOll~S, .~. '~ ~. l' \ "' (' • 

, " , ....J,. J '." 
~, Vf~r' 

, :. 
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Ey dear Maurice'~ 

SENIOR COMMON ROOM 
UNIVERSITY COLLEGE 

LEICESTER 

Telephone 65211 

20 Aprj_ll~56 

I have looked up \vords and 

thou.ght Q bit about them. So in addition to 
what I wrote yeste~da, I will give ~ou a few 
SUggF stion,. I :feel of' course quite unable 
to say DDMthing really relevant because I 
do not kn~w the bool\. itself. PerIhmeter in Ger- I 

man is , in the first instance, an instrument 
for measuring the scope of one' s field of 
vision. But in German :1."0 is quite possible 
to use a word in a sense which is not stI~ict-: 
ly that which can be fLound in dictionaries. ~ \ 
Perimeter Vfest sounds. <lui te 'W to me. There I 

are some wgue memories such D.S Remarque: ! 
Nichts Neues im Westen It or something of this ! 
kind" "Und nenes Lehen " is perhaps more stri- I 
kine and sieni?icant~But ~ou can judee for 
yourself. I thought I might give you a f8vV 
more words: It 'v·vache West flU Ringwall Vleet" 
, Bastion, Postenkette, Redoute,Schanze, Grenz-: 
linie, Bollwerk, Palisade etc. etc.__ ' 
Aubl"'e~t s German pu1)lisher is t.he Frankf'urtel'" 
Verlags- .Anstalt. ~ 

I am 'vVPi tine this at 0. i'riend' s place in 
a hlJ:ery ~o that you might get it l)ei'ope you 
leQve/London~Hence I cannot send you at the 
moment the verse. Shall I send it to Fran ... 'kf'ort? 
I have .If->okecl. again at n O:r Sin and Winter". I 
do not tthink you Vlere rlght in saying that 
in fj ve years time I shall no 1 )nge~ be in} 
f'luencec1 11;)' t~le :fact that I kno".: the author. Uy 
f'eelines are rather conservative • 

. It was good seeing you againo 
ytMrs ever 

Of,~ 



UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF LEICESTER 

SENIOR 
COMMON ROOM ; 

Telephone 6S2II 

My dear Maurice, 

l5NIVERSITY -ROAD 

LEICESTER 

16th August 1956 

I am just on the point 
of leaving for Amstderdam to attend a. 
big Congress of Sociology( with n90ple from 
Ii tterally 'allover the world) and I wont 
to let you know how to get in touch with 
me just in case. we are some~here near 
each other either in Swi~erland or in 
Germany or wherever it is. It would be 
nic e to see you again. It 

I am sorry I did not write 
earlier. I was terribly rushed with finishin 
a paper, have just managed to get through 
the ~oofs and to collect enough stuff( and 
ideas) for the Basay on Laughter with which 
I hope to get on when I retucrn., 

. . I haVe wrt t.ten ,.aome/time ago} 
following your .advise I t.o Dr. Hirsch gvirig 
him the name of a Dutch professor as refe­
rence; and got back a rather -stiff letter' 
saying' that they had already someone else 
in Germany wl':lom they h!ld asked for a tlGut_ '" 
achten" and that they Would give me the.ir de_ 
ciSion in good time. This not from Hirsch 
himself, but ,on his instruction.Not knowing 
that he was l2!:. Hirsch . I had written to 
Herr Hirsch.That of course is a grave m~t­
ter in Germany. I hope he did not take it 
amiss. But the reply was directed rather 
pOintedly to " Herm Elias tt on the instruc­
tion of "Dr • Hirsch It ( Which might amuse 
you, but don't aggra,vB,te t,he' Situation by 
talking about i~ .Xt may have Simply been 
his subprdinate s feeling for the rightness 
of things) 



I have just starte-d, ft. Perime't;$r We st n 

which I shall take with me on my journey 
to-morrow. Thank .you very much for sending', 
me a copy. I am extremely impressed by 
what I b.a..ve rea.d so far. I simply like 
the style' the 'fa'st clear rhythm of the 
sentences! straightforward to the point. 
and the vision comes out clear like a J 
sculpture and ali~e whether it is the mood 
of the people after .the bombardment or the 

relationship between Gerda and Tom.What I 
am not clear about So far, is the construc-
tion of th~ plot or rather the sudden inter-

\ ruption of ane plot by the other. But I have 
not got far enough to judge. I have looked 
for reviews in the napers, but, so far, have 

not seen any. It is of course qui te different fro: 
,in fact very much more serious than, what is 
fashionable just now in this country. This of 
coulile is your difficulty.There are nonLucky 
JimE1J1 in your book.There is alot more to be said 
but 'n 0 time. · 

. Do let me kn ow wha t your ~lan s are an d whe: 
they are going" to take you. My plans are not 
fixed.We hed a most miseraple summer here; and 
I am going out in search of the sun. I am going 
to stay in Amsterdam' till 26th August My address 
is: Centraal' Hotel , LeidS3 Bosje, Amsterdam C. 
Jlhat I shall do afterwards is probably to go 
via Frankf-ort- Basle. to Vienna where I may stay 
wi tho friends for a few .days' and then via the 
Dolomites to Venice 'and back, one way or the 
other, via Paris .But . I may also go to Specia 
where a. friend of mine intends to b~sk in the 
sun, if there ~s any.If you are anywhere in 
that neighbourhood( big nelgh'hourhood) and not 
~oo occupied ane way or the other (. as you pro­
bably are) send me a note to Amsterdq,m.Letters 
to my address here in Leicester( private address 
~9, St. Peters Road) will b~ forwarded, but 
ra,ther irregularly as I dont, alw'ays -know -where 
I am gOing to stay • 

. Yours, 

~~ 
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iiy dear M.urice, 

6, Pembridge Villas, 
London, W. 11. 
July 6th, 1955 

Thank you very much for your letter. I have been 
thinking about our evening with Maria ·Becker ever since 
I left you and the strange thi ng is - or is it strange? ~ 
that I really'1to the fUll~arVMaria'8 feelings. I too 
have in me a horror of Germany, I too have in me a dee·p 
gratitude for the existence of EnglaJad but so much did I 

feel in the presence of close friends that not fearing 
mieunderstandingB I allowed myself tO,say the things I did 
say. I was ve::y agi tated; ~slb much 80 that afte rwards in 
Stuttgart the ~ next day I wrote an epigram ( and writing 
is very rare with me) which I wanted to send to Maria Becker 
but did not mend as ,yet. You will see from it how close our 
thoughts were and are. I still want to write to her but 
i dibli not know whether I shall be able to. At any rate you 
might show her this letter -----

.As soon as I had left Switzerland the darkness descendmd. 
Truly Switzerkand is a country of light compared with Germania 
where the War lurks on every inch of the ground •. where the 
Ertiny'es seem to stride and where ths.t tremendous energy of 

11I!.!_ 
~±g~ t~ain dedicated to .nothing b~t i~se~f. No! as I 
B.txtk~~Hg«xtkKx~K~fE~mam~KxEf Iphigenie,tothat majestic 
evoca tion of nobility, the disinherited state of all our 
mO.dern peoples burqened me and :kkK my outcry was ~ an 
exercise of the freedom in which I most believe, the freedom 
to cry out against the evil in your own wprld, the love of 

( 

your own wor~d expressed in a wish i6:Br its purif.cation. _ 

And though it ie,true that as a foreigner I should b~ ~ 
reticent, I am a man too and I was .ot amongst evil people, 

.~ --
whose evil thoughts I might have pleased! 



" 

.... 

/ . 
Yes stuttgart. was nightmarish but my homecoming was 

- " 

heavenly. Daphne ha~ c~.nged my ~.iat ou~ of recognitfon. In-

stead of dust and ashes I found at lplace - a.nd " .. woman - streal1}.ing 
. . " J'I( II"-_ 

with light and loveliness. On Sunday night we ~ G1?ido C.ntelli 

c~nduct B~ethoven'5 5th Symphony/at '~he Festival Hall, and I 

heard tha t Symphony fo~ the 'first time. J1n ~ing to" the Hall -and 

seeing the London" crowds agai~ after all that upheaval of four 

~eeks in Swi tzerildd and It.aly- and Germ~ny Isaid to Daphne.S" this 

is a cpwitry of human facers ,1.* and so it is. Hope has not died in -this country and though' indeed aisinherited the waiting heirs 

exist! ! . ' 
l • ~ .. t~.1 4~ 
A!Ilongst the lett,ers " ... \i!tJ/for me ~was one frotIl 

lIGna who is now back in Canada.~ She tells me that Karl had been 

enco-qraged to apply .L or the .post- of"4isi tng Professor in ?'" at 

M.nchester-, .hat tJ:.'¥ had buil t a·ll their plans for So return to 

Europe on this bm.t~e has now been rejected. on the grounds of new 

age limit rulings-. ~ 1hey have been r.ther shattered by th.$­

lIon. adds resignedly "There'll. always be an Eagland'! 1* in a . 

post Sdl.p~t she says: II Ie .• w Maurice Rowdon' s book advert is ed some 

time ago - if you have ~t, could you send it to me?" I think she 

must mean "Of Sins and Winter~ Shall I order a copy for her here 

or can you have one sent qut by the publisheres? He,r address is 

I.p/R.R. 3, Pickering, Onfario, Canada. :-Dly friend Helmut Gunther 

in Stuttgart, is engaged on a studl~~r Booke from a ser~0us and 
interesting point of view. He -has-.... ~ehed quite a lot ~thiB 
~ubject J.[ I ~impres~ed on him the impo,rtance of your bool 

which before ~long will 'be in tne hands 9f the German public too­

l think it feasible - it has happened before - thatan import.nt , y.:.ti . 
English book reach..r the Britieh, isles via ,f~ Germatn reput.tion! 
I hop~e shall now .lw.ys keep in touch a~ ah.ll l~arn about, 

tije Ge:man publication in g?od time .~. (Annette in whom I have the 

utmost confidence will see to. it!) and f(ay I remind you ..... th.t 
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-you wanted to send me. your e.8say· OIl Berchteagadien I am deeply 

iuterested. Also 'pl~ase tell ~e ORce rri"ore whichr;llilmber of The 

European had y.our at ory in ~ t (was <it April i954) so that I can 

order teo copies. 
. , 

.... . 
" . 

J.uiY. 7th, ·~955. 

I kept ibn ringi~g your pa'ralits bu.~ ,so far·have, n\ot 'succeeded in 

'getting through. Perhaps they. a~e on ~ holiday? ~ dant like holding 
up ,this letter any ~onger ·b.ut' .~f cours~ I shall~!,-night agailil. 
an~ shall fihd out. ~ . 

Give my love to Anpette -.please. Very many tharJ<:s for 
, T' 

everything', I hope you have found 2: plp.ce" where 'Ytu can breathe 
and work quietly, . 

.1, 

I • 

-, 

, .. 
r ...... 

.. • I 
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My dear Maurice, "\ 
the term is over a.nd I am ,just coming up f or a 

little air. I must write to you Defore I go under again, first 
to thank you for your note, sec ondly' to tell you briefly what 
happ~ned when t visited Frankfort and saw Annette's parents ( in 
case you haven t heard ) and thirdly to tell. you (what I should 
have told you before) how immensely I enjoyed staying with you and 
Annette at Ronchi, ta).king wi th you peacefully - at the bea.ch and 
the evenings, and nlay~ng with the"dog and the journey to Levan-

.. to.,This togethe~ .. :with the da.ys at L~vanto has 'greatly .. helped me 
to get without, undue strain through ~an over-' full term. This w~s 
on+y my second II ,holiday without work" since the war( ·and. probably 
q,efore tb,e war)'. ~ came home gr~atly refresned. There is mpre and 
J1.l9re work to' do here, teac~i.ng and wqrking out a .'. ne"~ degree and 
·f~ghting for something sensi:ble even ·though a'bit new against a good 
deal of moral.cowardice; for the .new Elizabetheans ,mostly, ha.ve 
lost any sense of adventur~, no risks, or if adventures, so 
·61u~sil.y and s,tupidly done, th~~t it be~ga.rs descrintion;but I don't 
want -t'o talk about Sue4 either. ·You·ca.n t imagine what it was like 
here. For two days, the Common Room - Bedlam,~ people leaving each 
otgers tables or no longer on speaking terms • 

. ' And wi th all that I had to si t down in the evening when 
-the day's work was done, night aft~r night jotting down notes 
·and making .a .draft "for ( of al'l things ) my"e:ssay on lLaughter t1, 

because I must finish it at Easter or at the latest in the Summer 
to get my mind free for sometbing e+se which needs doing. And pf 
course the Essay rs a kind of rel'a:xation. tforeover, I had to give 
8- talk on the same subJect ( wisely choosen, for that Eeason) to 
the Haldane Societ y , here which is the Un~versi ty" s intern~l society 
formed by my dear Colleagues where they gguge eac~ o~her s mettle 
,'-. wisely choosen' , for that pres·sure helped to advanc.e' my work on 
the Essay a good deal. And it went very well. Af~er th~all too 
'concentrated and abstract thing on ,Detachment and Involv,emeht, this 
-is' nice a.nd ea,SY and' "fa·scinating" ( as the chairman said), a.nd 
so I feel re- assured and go on wi th the good work thopgh I have ' 
no i-dea- to whom I shall offer it for publication when it is fi-
nished. 

I should of course have wrttten immediately I lef.t Frankfort 
~pere I went directly from Levanto as you advised me,to do. 



I ~ 
I 

\ 

J 

"I 

, rang up Dr. Berman ,who seemed rather cautiou's and made an appoint­
ment at the office for the 'next afternoon. I used the morning to 
pay a visit to the Buch- Messe went from one stand to the other, 
wanted to see the exhibition {f S. Fischer Verlag, could not find 
it,asked afthtenqUiriClS desk and arrived, walking' leisurely from stand 
to stand ,! at that of S. Fischer recisely at the moment at which 
a ... (>to.lme of course unknown ) g~pt:rema.n asked audibly:" Und was ma­
chen wir also mit dern Mann ~"enn er heut nachmi ttag kommt ? Was 
sollen wir ihm tiber das Buch s~gen'.? " Followed discussion about 
propOSals for my book, not always flattering.Perhaps I stood there 
too long; nerhaps I was rather more s~urned than the usual run of 
visitors; after a while eyes s~emed tR turn towards me ;8nd I took 
flight. The same afternoon, \ve ha.d some kind of negotiations, eXnlo- i 

ring possibilities.I thought one could produce my book in the same'" ' 
way as Pirenne·' s, and surT'\,ri singly en ough, both volumes together 
wt th a few ommissions l'amXMX, would" make one voihihme of. the sa.me 
seize as Pirenne s Hist'ory.' of Europ~.'which I gather sells well. 
Dr Berman wanted the title 6h~nged.· Ijwa~ a bit adamant, but wrote 

, later suggest,ing that I would"not mind a change of title nrovided 
.... the~ W,_Or? civilisati~:m·~ did~, somehow. apuear ( to mark the continuity~ 
~nd askIng_for a, decIsion before the return to Amerika of Annete9 s 
parents.I had a most'enj6yable ~vening two days later at Falken­
steinerstr.met Annette's sisters an~ "her mother, talked a ',bit 
shb~ and rion- shop ( I had seen the day before-a ,very-interesting 
performance of Miller's"View from the Bridge"at the " Kle~ne(?') Theate~ 

: -.Left at lqp.m. and had afterwards a. long, conversation with Dr. Ivo 1 

::£i'renzel who; I underst.and, is so to. say in charge of the _fUlX" proJ. I 
ject Elias" • I think we understood each other very wel~.Even ' 
though( in theory) a mope,,~~c*entific publishine- house might per-
haps be more interested, I person~lly would like to see, for many 
re~sons, the book piblished by Fisch~r. For one thing,I pr~fer to 
haye"it brought with il"'ustration 'pefore B; wider public.That is 
how we parted. Since then ~ .have written ouce briefly .add,ing to 
\,\lhat I had already said and asking for a decision one way or the 
other before Dr:,Berman's "return to the States. That was on 
the' "1st of 6ctober. 'Alas, since .the~ I have heard "no more .And of 
course I had ~too much·to do to bother. So much about myself. 

.. .... I of course thoUght ",you would hear of all that when you 
~~nt to Frankfort, gut ther~ w~s probably so much else.I am glad 
Rfngwa 11 h~d good revieV7s. I regard Juenger as one of the most gifted 
VJri,ters.· 'Ris standfng in Germany, sq' far 8,S I kn,ow,is high.I can 
quite understand that you might be a bit put off by a slightly 
~aqne~e~ style.Buttfua German language is less firm in its EkxNZ~MX~ 
"te'xture; the ""writer is mor'e easily derailed; a slightly pon(lerous 

, inAi~rdual rhythmJ and music ( also to be found in Thomas Mann ) is 
. ':kbrxxJ{xijnn~xl!! one of the wa'ys in which the German wri ter tries to 

'Or otect himself age inst the dangers 'of a language Which is on the 
one hand a wonderfully malleable materia.l, on the "other hand c on­
tstan~tly, in danger of degenerating, of going to piece's., A comparison 
with Jtin'ger is cer'tainly a serious compliment.Lorenz mentioned 
in y.our ,letter is fa-r more than a kind- of zoo worker .in Vienna. He 

. is( together "with Tinber"gen now fun ,Ox'ford) the pioneering l~ader of 
a modern branch of biology, the comparative study of behaviour, one 
of the most fruitful branche$ of compemporary biology. L. is a high~y 
gifted man,magnificent as an observer of deta.ils a.a well as a theorIst 
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, some of the main theoretical 'innovations of thes school are due 
to him.At tbe same time he is in both resnects as observer and 
theorist. not always trustworthy and reliable(nor as some ueople 
maintain, as a person, but about that I don't. kn 'ow anything ~er-
sonally; what I do know is that some of my acquaintances who know 
hi~ rather dislike him, but that need not influence either you 0 r 
nyse~ f, except perhaps as a caution). I have tried to get you 
the other of his more genera.l books,could not get it so far, but 
shall try again when I am in London. 

, I very much hope to see you soon here in Elngland.Do 
let me know in good time ( if you can ) when you are likely to be 
in London. During the term there is such a mad rush; but I ca.n always 
arrange to come to London or perhaps you can come.'1ere?Except in 
the week following the 20th January when I have to @r~~are and tp 
give a lecture in Cambridge. 

Yours, as ever 

I shall send. you separately a re-print of the bit on " Involvement 
and Detachment"; it had to be condensed to. about half its original 
lenght and so is hardly readable,but there are a few nice bits in 
it which you might like. 

Wha t about tt,te olay - your ulay - in Berlin ? How did it go ? 
Did you see It ? . 
One thing I meant to say - althougb you have probably seen it for 
yourself that Ringwall West was disulayed in the windo'w of nea.rly 
every Frankfort bookshop while I was there. I only had a brief 
look at the German transla.tion. It reads very well as far as I 
could see. 

• I 
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I bad some hope to' nass through' Frankf'ort during 
the East.er holidays and perhaps to se:e you there; but as trings 
h~ve turned but I can't make ~t with the limited time I ,have~ . 

Than k you ve.ry much' for your letter with Bork­
heimer's address. I have written to him; he is in the States ,just 
no·w. But as my Court act-fon against the University F'rankfort is 
hangi.ng fire. in an y case, i"t a oes not matter. It's a sad business 
81t-o.gAthe~T]ie~~ action drags on now for more than 3 yea.rs.Because 
of e, small .formality the ~.~iniste.p refuses so far c.ompensation. I 
would not mind really if the sunerannuation which I can expect 
'from my ,job .. here Ylere not so pttyfully small.So natura.lly I 
'wtDnt to get a com.pensation \1hic~1 includes penSion rights from 
_~eyIp'aJ.lY. if. I nos s tbl..yc,an,. __ ,-- _ c _ _ 

. ' sti"ll, all that is neither here nor there. I suppose 
you hava been in Berlin in the meantime. Was it about the nlay 1 
You dia not tell me very much about the olay;but I am delighted to 
hear that it might be nlayed first in Hamburr at the Thalia Thea­
ter. Do let me kn ow in an y ca.se when it •. comes on the stage. If 
it .is not ,just in term time I .~hould like to come over and see it. 
I d i-<1 see the Dia ry of Anne Fran k here. :rt1~·e.i.S a re ther strange ex­
pe.rience • The girl vvas acted ve'ry well;' boy a.nd· her t)8,rents 
rat·ne·r mediocre., b':lt. 'I am not' sure 'whether .. the fether for exampl e 
can be more than the nearly ideal and bAlovea father of the 
diary.Of the minor p~rts o~ly the fat Jew who eats too much and 
his wife came to life. But however thrlt may be, I can't reRlly 

. jUdg8 the nl$y as a nlay. It_affected me too much. And I still 
have not sorted it out in my own mind hOYT it is tha.t one can't 

.. iudg:.e. the ronke believe \vorld on the stage too well if one is too 
much involved Personally in what goes on ~N:x:kbtNX~~1CE there, if it 
blenos too much with sentiments one has tried tnvein to forget. 
It certainly cannot,be \Vortlless as a'm~k'fJiece of stage.craft if 
it can affect one so.strongly. Yet I cannot feel thC1t it is 
a very goo~ nlay. I would not bike to see it a~ain. ?bile on the 
other he.nd"Ph"edr·e ", - Racfune'·s Phedre - which I have Just seen 
with MIle Feuiliere in the title role has not only moved me deeply 
though it does not seem to ha.ve. any connections with my personal 
life, but I could see it &gain and again;- it moves me deeply, 
although I seem. to be more detached.V!hile I am quite clear about 
the problems of "involvement and detachment with regard to knowl'edge, 
thinking, scientific a.nd non- SCientific, I am not quite clear 
about the problems of involvement and detachment with regard to 



~ ,ar"t .CCln _i.t .be. th~t~he d~ff~rence in ~ one's {receptipn 9f 11 Anne 
:Frank .. " an5,,~o.fI1Phedre n :~,- if L c.an , mawe a cornparis:onl whi.ch ... is 
of course unfair to the former - 11:es in the fact that one's 
involvement, in the fipst case is something' of which one is quite 
conscious; and that the sbring~ of feeling evoked by plays like 
~Q.ed:re lorn;~ say , Hamlet are'. more deeply . buri~d :in us and un­
c9nscious ? And that the c~aftsmansbin needed r in or-d:~r. to appeal 
t 0 ~he buried, tbe nrimeval dreams o~ men Over the p:eneratmons 
is of p different kind , is, nerhaps,' of a higher crmer tl1an that 
required f:®x if :k1itExXrxE~!KQ{ it is, used to anpeal to the sbort term 
'09 ssions of a period?· I cannot' ,judg'e whetner"Anne Frank"does more 
than th~t. Will people still be ~oved by it who have not gone 
t'brough all t-hat , ,direct;~:v or :indirectly? I really don't :Know. 

But I must not ramble on. I am .. i')s'4 on the point of going 
.. to Insbnnck andtharo eith,er t,o tlae Dolomits or , if' tna: i$ too 
, expensive in,to the et·zthal. 'r had a very' 'exhausting term and 
"shell need a,.ll my- re.s'olJrc'es l1ext ses'sion f,'or ·mycolleague' goes 
for 8 year as Yisitinp: '1rlofessor to Qhana and I sha1,1 be in cha.rge~ 
of it alone wi'th some' outside hel') of cour.se and a new y'ounr assis­
stant lecturer. I need moun-t'ain air- .Lei'cester he s a' par.ticularly 
damp climate ~hibh does not en~irely agree ~ith me - ~nd want 
to do a bit of skiing if it is not :too l'ate 'or "'alking, -an ow and lots 
of sunshine 'would be ideal i-f 'i t is to b'e had. 

About the book. Don't dOE v'ery' much about it, Ma.urice. It 
is very good of you to try'. I need not tell you how ~oOd it is to 
knovl that y'ou care f'or 'it .. But-if tpe, Fischer's don t d,o anything 
on their OVin in·iti~tive;. J .. would pot ,VtisQ.' t.o~pr-~s? it .. Mqr~p~er, I. 
bed ~jus:t a r-equest from an" Am-=rican publmshing house to send them 
copies'; they B,re ipterested in an Ame;rican~ edition. But of ·course 
nothinp: may corne of it; nor need an A"'erican edition ~reclude 
al10ther German edition.But I have the. feeling things are moving. 
rroynbee who tralflfllated some nassges from my secona volume for 
his 9th volume has left one of them again in his shortened 
version.A fascinaf,in'g 11tt1e Pelican on Group psycho-therapy 
,~Jbich has just' co~e' out ftlso allu'des to it • So d~d Harold Nicol-
son in bis Good Behaviour and 'ithers more.It '~Jill corne out; at 
t~e m.omE?nt I am rather confident,but cannot think of anything 
but of- sunsh.ine Clnd~mountain air. 

- I hope.the translation of the p:).ay is makinp- good progress. 
If Scho9r has)translated Chri?topber Fry, he should be good.]'~y 
thing on laugb~r is languishing at the moment.But I will certainly 
let YGU know. Hein.emfln would be very :good. "Would one have to 
ge"t i-n touch. wit.h tbem- if i t ~s fin~shed. or can one a,..,proach them 
if it is half fihiehed so as to know what size they thi~k appro pri 
ate? Let me knOVi .about your Il!ovements'. I should not 'like to 
miss you, should you come til' EnFland. I \'JBS so glad t'o 
hear about Annette. I think I told you abo1J,t the friend of mine, 
now ~rofessor of PQllti8s in Swans.e_TI~o was worse I think than 
.A.nnet,te ever 'was( heart and blood pressure '-·and 'Who is now 
- after s+eady treatment on very sim~lar lines - perfe~tly fit*. 

Let me ,hear from you 1 

"Anne Frank"has 

. Yours, everc*"""t-
now c orne off the, pr og,r~"m ' 
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My dear Maurice, . l' , I " _ 

I have urii'ortuna'tely: mi'slaid your last letter 
'with' your new addre,ss; ana all the - s.earching am.ong.- the metun­
tains of books ahd pape~s in my ptudy have failed to ,produce it. 
I sball therefore send this letter to your old address in 
Rome and a .copy to the Falkensteinerstr~. in the hops that 
one 'or the other will reach you.' . 

~.!"~'. Let me ·sa-y' first, nlease don't worry ~bout my book. 
'It was very good of y.ou' ei2>en,')to .. ,.:ti'r_:~L··.t.o helD me with it.But it 
has'" anything to do' with 'you or me , if ~it does not come off. 
And it won't come·off in Frankfprt. ~hat I can see now very clear-
ly. And can understand- it .• Some time ago I had a letter from 
Dr. Frenzel who 'is~;,ln charger of this ma.tter in which he made 
new 'D~op'o~als for~ .alt.era:ti~2~~~tet.:!<!ed to p1ak~ _tl?-e book more 
popular,. And. al though I arr not in principle opposed to the 'idea, 
the sugge-stions were ~ vague and the whole gist' of the letter 
which -incidenjially 'was very friendly, ma'de. me feel that , quite 
seriously; the House Fischer hq.s grave doubts whether the publica­
tion· of tqis book would pay. ,Fischer after all, as I was re-
minded, ~s not a scientific publish.ing house.tf I would make 
~he vagu~~y sugges~ed, but f~rreaching "Umarbei tung ", the 
book ~ight be 'ac'ce·table. otherwise with regret etc etc •. 

r 

". . I 'hav~ ,full sympatby with this and .. as the book is 
too good I tbink for a half hearted accentance I shall write now 
that we better call it ,a day. I, have rio'doubt that it will 
make i t~ way. So nei ther of us ,--n·.eed 'be sorry about. this. 1kbat 
remains in .,my memory, Maurice, is; your' help and your kindness; " 
and a very pleasant, evening I -snent 'at '~'he FiSCher's house 
while r was in Frankfort. ' 

. 'MGreover, 'the book is agatn 'and' 'again quoted in 
American publications and , as these things' g'o"', .gradua.lly 
establishing itself Over there as a ·standard' 'book in c'ertain fields. 
There 'i's gr,ow.ing' interest for it. r have ha.d some requests for 
it from there; pnd I have "'some reason to think 'that 'r shall be 

. able to bring.i tout tb;ere. . ' .' -' 
I saw the other 'day Frederic 'by chance at Sad:Lers Wells 

~Jhere the Theater am KurfUs"4,endamm was' nla'ying. One of: my friendS-
whom you met at Levanto is ~ former actfess and got free tickets 
#or all uerformances. Vn~r.tunately' I was not free when they played 
Wozzek or, n Der ZerbiO<?hne ~ru~ " which r VJ~uld ha:re love~ to see, 
soe we went to Strindberg s Traamspiel. very 1mnresslve so 
far as ~he extr~""e,l:y i}h~'gina..ti va... d~e,c-or - !,{a.s'p~r Neher ~ _ was . 
conQ.,?rned, s.om~ _ ,~ery ,g<?o.~ ~,cti!.1g, :: "~rlfllam 'af~a(?-d ~h~: t names, stlll 



mean little to me,- so I forgot them; but the play, - the ~lay 
is only bearable when he lets dreams loose, but, for me~ 
unbearable when he is So to .say rational and quite conscious 
of what he ~ntends to dO,and points to the morale with his 
finger: " Es i st sbhade urn "di e Men schen 1t. I don't kn ow whether 
you know it. Still,it was c~rtainly worth seeing. One cannot 
say, in a general way that acting and production are better or 
'Worse thru\. they are here. ThE!Y are different and for me at least 
it was rather stimulating. A very odd aUdience.Mixture of 
German embassy + newly established German colony + refugees.­
evening dresses,- ostentatiously and challeogengly shown,-
again quite nice for a change. Rousing reception , - more I think 
than a,ctually deserved. The Manchester Guardian remarked, not 
perhaps without Justicficat'ion, there were obvioUsly many" Be1 
un s-in-Berlin-ist-es-besser~ ueople". What a ui'ty' it i s that you 
are not more often here. Maurice, I don~t know 'whether it is 
the best thing for you to cut yourself off so much from wbatv is 
going on here ,~, al though of c cUrse ~he theatre am Kurf'r stendamm, 
i ~ orobably more., ~amiJ.iar ~o you t?an ~o people h~ still 
:ther-e 1s a lot gOIng on here t}hat IS stImulating. ~ I 
really' can't say, vtJ( .. :r~/L ~' ~ )·x~ " .. t ~i"· ( 

Frederic was- sorry that we i"H3.d J not met J'or -~e time and 
so 'Was I.But now , J.iving as I' de -outside London I have to 
ration~my time when I am there .. What can one do. lJc,looks more 
soigne'; on the whole I think married: life does him good.I don't 
knov.l whether you hear from him. . 

I hope your new rIa t 'lJroves sa tisfaotory·. It is always 
exciting to build up somethin~new, though of course a lot of 
trouble t'oo. I hope- you both will erl.~ oy it. I qeard tpa t it was 
rather hot in Rome for a time. So it was he~e ~ I immensly 
enjoyed. it. Unfortunately fer the time being it seems, to be 
over here,. though it isstill'not as cool as it '\}Jas last '!,.', 

summer, much better in' fact, though overcast and' ,'close. 
Do not forget to let me· know in good time when you come to 

London • Write' to 59~ St. Peters Road, Leicester , - ~y' uri vate 
address where letters reach me quicker.I am still terribly busy,­
writing; this is the only time when I can do it, w~th concentra-' 

.tion, - though the weather 1s rather irritating.Next session I 
shall have an enprmous 'amount" of work to do - teaching and admi-
nistration as well; for my colle?-gu~ goes a~ visiting ,.professor 
to Ghana for a ye,..r, so I ?-m alo~e in charge.I 'am "Working now 
to g 7:t at least a paper rea.dy befo e t~e beginning ~f the new 
session •. I have to teach at a -Summerschool early i,n August and 
may go off in Se tember if I get far enough wi th, ~y own ,work. I 
have been skitng at Easter' near Insbruck and gE bit of mounte-
neering, thou'gh I probably don't deserve anqther h:oliday. 

This is rather ramb1ing. 'Do 'let me hear from you.And 
don't worry ab,out ·the book. Give all my g"ood wisheS to Annette. 
I hope she 'likes the flat.' Where dQ y'ou gelt the furniture? 

Yours, 

, vt~r 
rrf' 

Let me know whB._t "you do during the' summer.' If I get away from 
here, I may' go via Insb.ru~k or. Zijrich to Ven.ice which .lstill 
have not seen and perhaps further South. Keep me ~u courant! 
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But this analysis does not withstand a closer scrutiny. The rulers of the 
Middle East to-day have been, whether in Persia or the Ottoman Empire or 
Egypt, members-humble ones, it,is true-of the political and military institu­
tions which the" middle classes" are supposed to have captured. These men, 
imbued \\jth nationalism and a radical contempt for traditions, were only 
able to capture the state and effect the momentous transformation which we 
now see, not because they were of the middle class, but because they belonged 
to the political and military institutions, and were able to use these institutions 
as levers for their disaffection. But it is not on a tone of criticism that one. 
would wish to end. That Grunebaum's book raises so many fundamental 
questions, and wakens so many echoes and ripples in the mind, is a measure 
of its many excellences. 

NOTES 

I. G. E. von Grunebaum, Islam, Essays in the Nature and Growth of a Cultural 
. Tradition, Routledge & Kegan Paul, 21S. 

2. Medieval Islam, Chicago, 1946. 
3. D. B. Macdonald, Development of Muslim Theology, Jurisprudence and Constitu­

tional Theory, New York, 1903, p. 128. 
4. D. S. Margoliouth, Mohammedanism, Home University Library, 19II, p. 92. 

The cool and astringent qualities of this book ought to ensure it against oblivion. 
5. L. Gardet, La Cite Musulmane, Vie Sociale et Politique, Paris, 1954, p. 25. 
6. The rel~vant passages from al-Ghazali are extensively translated by S. G. Haim, 

~ her paper" Islam and the Theory of Arab Nationalism ", Die Welt des Islams, N.S., 
vol. IV, no. 2-3, 1955. 

7. "The Evolution of Government in Early Islam ", Studia Islamica, vol. IV, 1955. 
8. "An Interpretation of Islamic History ", Cahiers d'Histoire Mondiale, vol. I, 1953. 
9. Mohammedanism, An Historical Survey, Home University Library, 1949. 

10. Such a view is ably and cogently argued by Abd aI-Rahman al-Bazzaz in his 
pamphlet" Islam and Arab Nationalism" translated by S. G. Haim in Die Welt des 
Islams, N.S., vol. III, 1954. Gardet, in his book above mentioned, seems to subscribe 
to such a view. 

II. D. G. Hogarth, " Arabs and Turks ", printed in an appendix to my book, England 
and the Middle East, 1956. 

12. To quote his own words: .. Sur bases volontaristes et uniquement positives, on 
se trouve rejoindre en fait un certain nombre de donnees susceptibles de fonder une 
notion democratique d'autorite. Les textes coraniques qui les formulent ne suffiraient 
sans doute pas a. en faire"la dominante obligatoire de la cite souvent livree dans Ie passe 
a. l'autocratie et a l'arbitraire des chefs. Mais si des influences nouvelles offrent a. ces 
donnees comme un depassement d'elles-memes ? II (p. 45). 

13. See n. 6 above. 
14. Ann K. S. Lambton, Islamic Society in Persia, 1954. 
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Problems of Involvement and 
Detachment 

NORBERT ELIAS 

Old Lady: Are you not prejudiced? 
Author: Madame, .rarely will you meet a more prejudiced man nor one who tells 

himself he keeps his mind more open. But cannot that be because one part 
of our mind, that which we act with, becomes prejudiced through experience, 
and still we keep another part completely open to observe and judge with? 

Old Lady: Sir, I do not know. 
Author: Madame, neither do I and it may well be that we are talking nonsense. 
Old Lady: That is an odd term and one '1 did not encounter in my youth. 
Author: Madame, we apply the term now to describe unsoundness in abstract 

conversation, or, indeed, any overmetaphysical tendency in speech. 
Old Lady: I must learn ,to use these terms correctly. . 

- E. Hemingway, Death in the afternoon. 

I 

ONE cannot say of a man's outlook in any absolute sense that it is 
detached or involved (or, if one prefers, tc rational" or '..' irrational", 
tc objective" or tc subjective "). Only small babies, and among adults 

perhaps only insane people, become involved in whatever they experience 
with complete abandon-to their feelings here and now; and again only the 
insane can remain totally unmoved by what goes on around them. Normally 
adult behaviour lies on a scale somewhere between these two extremes. In 
some groups, and in some individuals of these groups, it may come nearer 
to one !Jf them than in others; it may shift ~ither and thither as social and 
mental pressures rise and fall. But social life as we know it would come to 
an end if standards of adult behaviour went too far in either direction. As 
far .as one can see, the very existence of ordered group life depends on the 
interplay in men's thoughts and actions of impulses in both directions, those 
that involve and those that detach keeping each other in check. They may 
clash and struggle for dominance or compromise and form alloys of many 
different shades and kinds-however varied, it is the relation between the 
two which sets people's course. In using these terms,! one refers in short to 

1 It is still the~prevalent practice to speak of psychological characteristics and of social 
characteristics of people not only as different, but as separable and in the last resort independent 

226 
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changing equilibria between sets of. mental activities \Yhich in man's relations 
with men, with non-human objects and with himself (whatever their other 
functions may be) have the function to involve and to detach: 

As 'tools of thinking,· therefore, H involvement" and H detachment " 
)Vould remain highly ineffectual if they were understood to adumbrate a sharp 
division between two independent sets of phenomena. They do not refer to 
two separate classes of objects; used as univ.ersals they are, at best, marginal 
concepts. In the main, what we observe are people and people's manifesta­
tions, such as patterns of speech or of thought, and of other activities, some 
of which bear the stamp of higher, others of lesser detachment or involve­
ment. It is the continuum that lies between these marginal poles that presents 
the principal problem. Can one determine with greater accuracy the position -
of specific attitudes or products of men within this continuum? One might, 
impressionistically, say for example that in societies like ours people tend to 
be more detached in their approaches to natural than to social events. Can 
one trace, at least summarily, criteria for different degrees of detachment 
and involvement? What in fact is meant, 'fhat does it imply if one says that 
in societies such as ours with a relatively high degree of industrialization and 
of control over non-human forces of nature, approaches to nature are on the 
whole more detached than those, to society? The degree of detachment 
·shown by different individuals in similar situations may differ greatly. Can 
one, nevertheless, speak, in this respect, of different degrees of detachment 
and involvement regardless of these individual variations? 

II 

The way in which individual members of a group experience whatever 
affects their senses, the meaning which it has for them,' depends on the standard 
forms of dealing with, and of thinking and speaking about, these phenomena 
gradually evolved in their society. Thus, although the degree of detachment 

sets of properties. And if this is the assumption underlying one's form of discourse, terms like 
.. involved" and "detached", as they are used here, m~st appear as equivocal and vague. 
They have been chosen in preference to other perhaps more familiar terms precisely because 
they do not ·fall in line with linguistic usages which are based on the tacit assumption of the 
ultimate independence of psychological and social properties of men. They do not suggest as 
some current scientific concepts do that there are two separate sets of human functions or attri­
butes, one psychological and one social in character, which communicate with each other only 
occasionally during a limited span of time with a definite beginning and a definite end by means 
of those one-way connections which we call" causes-and-effects " and then withdraw from each 
other until a new causal connection is established again with a definite beginning and a 
definite end. 

{':o. Both these terms express quite clearly that changes in a.person's relation with others and 
psychological changes are distinct but inseparable phenomena. The same holds good of their 
use as expressions referring to men's relation to " objects" in general. They seem preferable 
to others which like " subjective" and " objective" suggest a static and unbridgeable divide 
between two entities" subject" and" object". To give a brief and all too simple example of 
their meaning in this context: A philosopher once said, " If Paul speaks of Peter he tells us more 
about Paul than about Peter." One can say, by way of comment, that in speaking of Peter 
he is ahyays telling us something about himself as well as about Peter. One would call his 
approach "involved" as long as his own characteristics, the characteristics of the perceiver, 
overshadow those of the perceived. If Paul's propositions begin to tell more about Peter than 
about hi:r;nself the balance begins to turn in favour of detachment. 
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shown in one's encounter with natural forces may vary from individual to 
individual and from situation to situation, the concepts themselves which, 
in, societies like ours, all individuals use in thin~ing, speaking and acting, 
concepts like tl lightning", tl tree" or tl wolf" not less than tl electricity", 
" organism", "cause-and-effect" or." nature'\ in the sense in which they 
are used to-day, represent a relatively high degree of detachment; so does' 
the socially induced experience of nature as a H landscape" or as " beautiful". 
The range of individual variations in detachment, in other words, is limited 
by the public standards of detachment embodied in modes of thinking and 
speaking about nature and in the widely institutionalized use of natural forces 
for human ends. Compared with previous ages control of emotions in experi­
encing nature, as that of nature itself, has grown. Involvement has lessened, 
but it has not disappeared. Even scientific approaches to nature do not 
require the extinction of other more involved and emotive forms of approach. 
What distinguishes these from other less detached approaches is the manner 
in which tendencies towards detachment and towards' involvement balance 
each other and blend. 

Like other people, scientists engaged in the study of nature are, to ·some 
extent, prompted in the pursuit of their task by personal wishes and wants; 
they are often enough influenced by specific needs of the community to which 
they belong. They may wish to foster their own career. They may hope 
that the results of their inquiries will be in line with theories they hav~ enun­
ciated before or with the requirements and ideals of groups ·with which they 
identify themselves. But these involvements, in the natural sciences, deter­
mine as a rule nothing more than the general direction of inquiri.es; they are, 
in most cases, counter-balanced and checked by institutionalized procedures 
which compel scientists, more or less:, to detach themselves, for the time 
being, from the urgent issues at hand. The immediate problem's, personal 
or communal, induce problems of a different kind, scientific problems which 
are no longer directly related to specific persons or groups. The former, more 
narrowly time-bound, often serve merely as a motive force; the latter, the 
scientific problems which they may have induced, owe their form and their 
meaning to the wider and less time-bound continuum of theories and observa­
tions evolved in this or that problem-area by generations of specialists. 

Like other human activities scientific inquiries into nature embody sets 
of values. To say that natural sciences are tl non-evaluating" or "value­
free" is a misuse of terms. But the sets of values, the types of evaluations 
which playa part in scientific inquiries of this type differ from those which 
have as their frame of reference the interests, the well-being or suffering of 
oneself or of social units to which one belongs. The aim of these inquiries 
is to find the inherent order oLevents as it is, independently not of any, but 
of any particular observer, and th<:: importance,' the relevance, the value of 
what one observes is assessed in accordance With the place and function it 
appears to have within this order itself. 

In the exploration of nature, in short, scientists have learned that any 
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direct enctoachment upon their work by short-term interests or needs of 
specific persons or groups is liable to jeopardize the usefulness which their 
work may have in the end for themselves or for their own group. The problems 
which they formulate and, by means of their theories, try to solve, have in 
relation to personal or social problems of the day a high degree of autonomy; 
so have the sets of values which they use; their' work is not CI value-free ,", 
but it is, in contrast to that of many social scientists, protected by firmly 
established professional standards and other institutional safeguards against 
the intrusion of heteronomous evaluations. 1 Here, the primary tendency of 
m~n to take the short route from a strongly felt need to a precept for its 
satisfaction has become more or less subordinate to precepts and procedures 
which require a longer route. Natural scientists seek to find ways of satisfying 
human needs by means of a detour~the detour via detachment. They set 
out to find solutions for problems potentially relevant for all human beings 
and all human groups. The question characteristic of men's involvement: 
" What does it mean for me or for us ? " has become subordinate to questions 
like" What is it ? " or " How are these events connected with others?" In 
this form, the level of detachment represented by the scientist's work has 
become more or less institutionalized as part ,of a scientific tradition reproduced 
by means of a ,highly specialized training, maintained by various forms of 
social control ·and. socially induced emotional restraints; it has become 
embodied in the conceptual tools, the basic assumptions, the methods of 
speaking and thinking which scientists use. 

Moreover, concepts and methods of this type have spread, and are spread­
ing again and again, from the workshops of the specialists to the general 
public. In most industrial societies, impersonal types of explanations of 
natural events and other concepts based on the idea of a relativ~ly autono­
mous order, of a course of events independent of any specific group of human 
observers, are used by people almost as a matter of course though most of 
them are probably unaware of the long struggle involv.ed in the elaboration 
and diffusion of these forms of thinking. 
- Yet, here too, in society at large, these more detached forms of thinking 

represent only one layer in people's approaches to nature. Other more 
involved and emotive form.? of thinking about nature have by no means 
disappeared. 

1 This concept has been introduced here in preference to the distinction between scientific 
procedures which are " value-free" and others which are not. It rather confuses the issue if 
the term " value", in its application to sciences, is reserved to those " values" which intrude 
upon scientific theories and procedures, as it were, from outside. Not only has this narrow 
use of the word led to the odd conclusion that it is possible to sever the connection between 
the activity of " evaluating" and the " values" which serve as its guide,' it has also tended to 
limit the use of terms like" value" or " evaluating" in such a way that they seem applicable 
only in cases of what is otherwise known as " bias" or "prejudice ". Yet, even the aim of 
finding out the relatedness of data, their inherent order or, as it is sometimes expressed, at approxi­
mating to the "truth", implies that one regards the discovery of this relatedness or of the 
" truth" as a "value". In that sense, every scientific endeavour has moral implications. 
Instead of distinguishing between two types of sciences, one of which is " value-free" while the 
other is not, one may find it both simpler and. more apposite to distinguish in scientific pronounce­
ments between two types of evaluations, one autonomous, the other heteronomous, of which 
one or the other may be dominant. 
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Thus in faW-ng ill one may find one's thoughts stray again and again to 
the question: t( Who is to blame for this ?" The childhood experience of 
pain as the outcome of an attack and perhaps a certain urge to retaliate may 
assert themselves even though under the pressure of an overgrown conscience 
the attack may appear as deserved, so that one may come to feel, rightly or 
wrongly, one has only oneself to blame for it. And yet one may accept at 
the same time the doctor's more detached dictum, that this illness followed 
primarily from a completely blind biological course of events and not from 
anybody's intentions, not from conscious or unconscious motives of any kind. 

More involved forms of thinking, in short, continue to form an integral 
part of our experience of nature. But in this area of our experience they 
'have become increasingly overlaid and counterbalanced by others which make 
higher demands on men's facu1ty of looking at themselves as it were from 
outside and of viewing what they call t( mine" or t( ours" as part systems of 
a larger system. In their experience of nature men have been able, in course 
of time, to form and to face a picture of the physical universe which is emotion­
ally far from satisfactory, which, in fact, seems to become less and less so as 
science advances, but which at the same time agrees better with the cumu1ative 

/ resu1ts of systematic observations. They have, learned to impose upon them­
selves greater restraint in their approaches to natural events and in exchange 
for the short-term satisfactions which they had to give up they have gained 
greater power to control and to manipu1ate natural forces for their own ends, 
and with it, in this sphere, greater security and other new long-term 
satisfactions. 

III 

Thus in their public approaches to nature, men have travelled a long way 
(and have to travel it again and again as they grow up) from the primary, 
the childhood patterl1s of thinking. The road they have travelled is still far 
from clear. But one can see in broad outline some of its characteristic patterns 
and mechanisms. 

When men, instead of using stones as they found them against human 
enemies or beasts, with greater restraint of their momentary impu1ses, 
gradually changed towards fashioning stones in advance for their use as 
weapons or tools (as we may assume they did at some time), when, increasing 
their foresight, they gradually changed from gathering fruits and roots towards 
growing plants deliberately for their own use, it implied that they themselves 
as well as their social life and their natural surroundings, that their outlook 
as well as their actions changed. The same can be said of those later stages 
in which changes in men's thinking about nature became more and more the 
task of scientific specialists. Throughout these developments the mastery 
of men over themselves as expressed in their mental attitudes towards nature 

,and their mastery over natural forces by handling them, have grown together. 
The level and patterns of detachment represented by public standards of 
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thinking about natural events were in the past and still are dependent on the 
level and the manner of control represented by public standards of manipulating 
them and vice versa. . 

For a very long time, therefore, men, iil their struggle with the non-human 
forces of nature, must have moved in what appears in retrospect as a vicious 
circle. They had little control over natural forces on which they were depend­
dent for their survival. Wholly dependent on phenomena whose course they 
could neither foresee nor influence to any considerable extent, they lived in 
extreme insecurity, and, being most vulnerable and insecure, they could not 
help feeling strongly about every occurrence they thought might affect their 
lives; they were too deeply involved to look at natural phenomena, like 
distant observers, calmly. Thus, on the one hand, they had little chance of 
controlling their own strong feelings in relation to nature and of forming 
more detached concepts of natural events as long as they had little control 
over them; and they had, on the other hand, little chance of extending their 
control over their non-human surroundings as long as they could not gain· 
greater mastery over their own strong feelings in relation to them and increase 
their control over themselves. 

The change towards greater control over natural phenomena appears 
to ha~e followed what in our traditional language might be called" the prin­
ciple of increasing facilitation". It must have been extremely difficult for 
men to gain greater control over nature as long as they had little control over 
it; and the more control they gained, the easier was it for them to extend it. 

Nothing in our experience suggests that part-processes of this kind must 
always work in the same direction. Some of the phases in which they went 
into reverse gear are known from the past. Increasing social tensions and 
strife may go hand in hand with both a decrease of men's ability to control, 
and an increase in the phantasy-content of men's ideas about, natural as well 
as social phenomena. Whether feed-back mechanisms of this kind work in 
one or in the other directio:p. depends, in short, on the total situation of the 
social units concerned. 

IV 

Paradoxically enough, the steady increase in the capacity of men, both 
for a more detached approach to natural forces and for controlling them, and 
the gradual acceleration of this process, have helped to increase the difficulties 
which men have in extending their control over processes of social change 

. and over their own feelings in thinking about them. 
Dangers threatening men from non-human forces have been slowly 

decreasing. Not the least important effect of a more detached approach in 
. this field has been that of limiting fears, of preventing them, that is, from 

irradiating widely beyond what can be realis'tically assessed as a threat. The 
former helplessness in the face of incomprehensible and unmanageable natural 
forces has slowly given way to a· feeling of confidence, the concomitant, one 
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might say, of increasing facilitation, of men's power to raise, in this sphere, 
the general level of well-being and to enlarge the area of security through .the 
application of patient and systematic research. . 

But the growth of men's comprehension of natural forces and of the use 
made of them for human ends' is associated with specific changes in human 
relationships; it goes hand in hand ,with the growing interdependence of 
growing numbers of people. The gradual acceleration in the increment of 
knowledge and use of non-human forces,. bound up with specific changes in 
human relations as it is, has helped, in turn, to accelerate the process of change 
in the latter. The network of ~uman activities tends to become increasingly 
complex, far-flung and closely knit. More and more groups, and with them 
more and more individuals, tend to become dependent on each other for their 
security and the satisfaction of their needs in ways whi~h, for the greater 
part, surpass the comprehension of those involved. It is as if first thousands, 
then millions, then more and more millions walked through this world their 
hands and feet chained together by invisible ties. Noone is in charge. No 
one stands outside. Some want to go this, others that way. They fall upon 
each ·other and, vanquishing or defeated, still remain chained to each other. 
Noone can regulate the movements of the whole unless a great part of them 
are able to understand, to see, as it were, from outside, the whole patterns 
they form together. And they are not able to visualize themselves as part 
of these larger patterns because, being hemmed iIi and moved uncompre­
hendingly hither and thither in ways which none of them intended, they cannot· 
help being preoccupied with the urgent, narrow and parochial problems which 
each of them has to face. They can only look at whatever happens to them 
from their narrow location within the, system. They are too deeply involved 
to look at themselves from without. Thus what is formed of nothing but 
human beings acts upon each of them, and is experienced by many as an 
alien external force not unlike the forces of nature. 

The same process which has made men less dependent on the vagaries of 
nature has made them more dependent on each other. The changes which, 
with regard to non-human forces, have given men greater power ,and security, 
have increasingly brought upon them different forms of "insecurity. In their 
relations with each other men are again and again confronted, as they were 
in the past in their dealings yvith non-human forces, with phenomena, with 
problems which, given their present approaches, are still beyond their control. 
They are incessantly faced with the task of adjusting themselves to changes 
which _thqugh perhaps of their own making were not intended by them. And. 
as these changes frequently bring in their wake unforeseen gains for some and' 
losses for others, they tend to go hand in hand with tensions and frictions 
between groups which, at the same time, are inescapably chained to each 
other. Tests of strength and . the use of organized force serve often as costly 
means of adjustment to changes within this tangle of interdependencies; on 
many of its levels no other means of adjustment exist. 

Thus vulnerable and insecure as men are under these conditions, they 

---

I 
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cannot stand back and look at the course of events calmly like more detached 
observers. Again, it is, on the other hand, difficult for men in that situation 
to control more fully their own strong feelings with regard to events which, 
they feel, may deeply affect their lives, and to approach them with greater 
detachment, as long as their ability to control the course of events is small; 
and it is, on the other hand, difficult for them to extend their understanding 
and control of these events as long as they cannot approach them with greater 
detachment and gain greater. control over themselves. Thus a circular move­
ment between inner and outer controls, a -feedback mechanism of a kind, is 
at work not only in men's relations with the non-human forces of nature, 
but also in their relations with each other. But it operates at present in these 
two spheres on very different levels. While in men's relations with non­
human forces the standard of both the control of self and that of external 
events is relatively high, in relations of men with men the socially required 
and socially bred standard of both is considerably lower. 

The similarities between this situation and that which men had'to face 
in past ages in their relations with the forces of nature, a~e often obscured 
by the more obvious differences. We'do already know that men can attain 
a considerable degree of control over natural phenomena impinging upon their 
lives and a fairly high' degree of detachment in manipulating, and in thinking 
of, them. We do not know, and we can hardly imagine, how a comparable 
degree of detachment and control may be attained with regard to social 
phenomena. Yet, for thousands of years it was equally impossible for those 
who struggled before us to imagine that one could approach and manipulate 
natural forces as we do. The comparison throws some light on their situation 
as well as on ours. 

v 
It also throws some light on the differences that exist to-day between 

the standards of certainty and achievement of the natural and the social 
sciences. It is often implied, if it is not stated explicitly, that the" objects" 
of the f~rm~r, by th~ir very nature, lend themselves better than those of the 
latter to an exploration by means of scientific methods ensuring a high degree 
of certainty. However, there is no reason to assume that social data, that 

, the relations of persons are ...less accessible to 'man's comprehension than the 
relations· of non-human phenomena, or that man's intellectual powers as such 
are incommensurate to the task of evolving theories and methods . for the 
study of social data to a level of fitness, comparable to that reached in the 
study of physical data. What is significantly different in these two fields is 
the situation of the investigators and, as part of it, their attitudes with regard 
to their (t objects"; it is, to put it in a nutshell, the relationship between 
" subjects." and H objects". If this relations~p, if situation and attitudes are 
taken into account the problems and the difficulties of an equal advance in 
the social sciences stand out more' clearly. 

Q 

....... 

,oj 
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The general aim of scientific pursuits is the same in both fields; stripped 
of a good many philosophical.encrustations it is to find out in what way per­
ceived data are connected with each other. But social as distinct from natural 
sciences are concerned with conjunctions of persons. Here, in one form or 
the other, men face themselves; 1 the" objects" are also" subjects". The 
task of'social scientists is to explore, and to make men understand, the patterns 
they form together, the nature and the changing configuration of all that 
binds them to each other. The investigators themselves form part of these 
patterns. They cannot help experiencing them, directly or by identification, 
as immediate participants from within; and the greater the strains and stresses 
to which they or their groups are exposed, tp.e more difficult is it for them to 
perform the mental operation, underlying all scientific pursuits, of detaching 
themselves· from their role as immediate participants and from the limited 
vista it offers. 

There is no lack of attempts in the social sciences at detaching oneself 
from one's position as an involved exponent of social events, and at working 
out a' wider conceptual framework within which the problems of the·day can 
find their place and their meaning. Perhaps the most persistent effort in that 
direction has been made by the great pioneering sociologists of the-mneteenth 
and early twentieth centuries. But their work also shows most conspicuously 
the difficulties which, under present conditions, stand in the way of such an 
attempt. On the one hand, they all attempted to discover, from one angle 
or the other, the inherent order of the. social development of mankind, its 
H laws" as some of them called it. They tried to work out a comprehensive 
and universally valid theoretical framework within which the problems of 

- their own age appeared as specific problems of detail and no longer as the 
central problem from which those of other ages received their relevance and . 
their meaning. And yet, on the other hand, they were so deeply involved in 
the problems of their own society that they oft,en viewed in fact the whole 
development of .men's relations with each other in the light of the hopes and 

1 The problem of " facing oneself" is no doubt far more complex than can be shown here. 
It plays its part in explorations of nature as well as in those of society. For man forms part of 
both. Every major change in men's conception of nature, therefore, goes hand in hand with 
a change of the picture they have of themselves. So does any change in their conception of the 
social universe. Success and failure of any attempt to change from a more involved to a more 
detached view of social phenomena is bound up with the capacity of men to revise the picture 
they have of themselves in. accordance with the results of more methodical studies, and often 
enough in a way which runs counter to deeply felt beliefs and ideals. In ,that respect the problem 
of increasing detachment in the social sciences is hardly different from that which plays its part 
in the development of the natural sciences. 

However, it must still be regarded as an open problem how far men are capable of " facing 
themselves ", of seeing themselves as they are without the shining armour of fantasies shielding 
them from suffering past, present and future. It is fairly safe to say that their capacity to do so 
grows and declines with. the degree of security which they enjoyed and enjoy. But it probably 
has its limits. 

However that may be, at present such problems can be discussed only in societies which 
demand and produce a high degree of individualization and in which men are being brought up 
to experience themselves, more perhaps than ever before, as beings set apart from each other by 
very strong walls: There can be little doubt that the picture of self which is thus built up in 
the growing person makes it rather difficult to envisage- oneself in a more detached manner as. 
forming patterns with others and to study the nature and structure of these patterns as such. 
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• fears, the enmities and beliefs resulting from their role as immediate partici­
pants in the struggles and conflicts of their own time. These two forms of 
approach-one more involved which made them see the development of 
human society as a whole in the light of the pressing problems of their own 
time, the other more detached which enabled them to visualize the short-term 
prot>lems of their own time in the light of the long-term development of 
society-were so inextricably interwoven in their work that, in retrospect, it 
is difficult to sift one from the other and to sort out their contribution to the 
development of a more universally valid system of theories about men in 
society from ideas relevant only as an expression of their own ideals and 
idiosyncrasies in the struggles of a particular historical period. 

Since then, a good d~al more factual material about social phenomena 
has been brought to light. The elaboration of a more impersonal body of 
theories and their adjustment to a widening range of observed facts brought 
to light under their guidance, has considerably advanced in some social sciences, 
and advanced in some more than in others.l To a greater or lesser extent, 
research in all human sciences still tends to oscillr;lte between two ievels of 
consciousness and two forms of approach, the one more akin, one might say, 
to a simple geocentric, the other more to a heliocentric approach. And the 
constant upsurge of the former in connection with acute social and political 
tensions effectively bars in most social sciences the steady continuity of 
research which has become so marked.a characteristic of many natural sciences. 

1 The evident differences in the levels of development of different social sciences have 
perhaps not found quite the attention they deserve as a subject of research. Like the differences 
in the development of natural and social sciences generally, they are relevant to any theory of 
knowledge and of sciences. I 

To set out here more comprehensively the problems raised by such differences would require 
an exposition of the wider theory of knowledge implied in these observations on detachment 
and involvement; it would require fuller elaboration of the general conceptual framework that 
has been used here and within which, as.one has seen, the development of scientific thinking, 
as of thinking in general, and that of changes in the situation of those who think, instead of 
being allotted to largely independent fields of studies, are linked to each other as different, but 
inseparable and interdependent facets of the same process. Only with the help of such an inte­
grating framework is it possible to determine with greater precision different stages and levels 
of thinking and knowing whether or not one adopts concepts like " level of detachment ", " level 
of fitness ", "level of control" and others which have been used here. 

On these lines, one might say, for example, that, under present conditions, anthropologists 
have a better chance of developing theories on human relations to a higher level of fitness than, 
say, those engaged"in the study of highly differentiated societies to which they themselves belong 
or which are antagonists or partners of societies to which they belong; they have a better chance, 
not only because it is easier to survey, and to form relatively fitting theories about, social units 
which are small and not too complex in structure, but also because the investigators themselves 
are, as a rule, less directly involved in the problems they study. Anthropologists, in most cases, 
study societies to which they do not belong, other sociologists mostly societies of which they 
are members. 

But in saying this, one refers only to one facet of the relationship between the mode of 
thinking and the situation of those who think. To complete the nexus one would have to add 
that the more detached theoretical tools of thinking which a~thropologists have a chance to 
build up in accordance with their specific situation, can themselves act, within certain limits, 
as a shield against the encroachment upon their scientific work, and perhaps even on their personal 
outlook, of more involved, more emotive forms of thinking, even if tensions mount, between 
social units to which they belong as participant members and others in relation to which they 
play mainly the part of investigators. '. 

Here, too, in comparative studies on the development of social sciences, it may be more 
appropriate and more profitable to focus on the relations of observers and observed than on either 

. of them or on "methods" alone. 

" 
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The pressure of short-term problems which can no longer be solved in tra­
ditional ways, of social problems 'which appear to require for their solution 
procedures evolved and employed by scientific specialists, has increased 
together with the complexity of human relations' itself. Fragmentation of 
social research has grown apace. Even as an aim of research the idea of a 
wider theoretical framework connecting and unifying the problems and results 
of more limited inquiries has become more remote; to many it appears 
unattainable, to others, in addition, undesirable. For the immediate diffi­
culties of men springing .up in their own' midst from the unmanageable forces 
of social change, from conflicts and frictions among themselves, have remained 
exceedingly great. The strength of involvements, within the social context 
of men's lives, if it has not actually increased, has hardly -lessened. 

Hence, whatever else may have changed since the days of the pioneering 
sociologists, certain basic characteristics of the social sciences have not. For 
the time being, social scientists are liable to be caught in a dilemma. They 

I work and live in a world in which almost everywhere groups, small and great, 
including their own groups, are engaged in a struggle for position and often 
enough for survival, some trying to rise and to better themselves in the teeth 
of strong opposition, some who have risen before trying to hold what they 
have and ,some going down. 

Under these conditions'the members of such groups can hardly help 
being deeply affected in their thinking about social events by the constant 
threats arising from' these tensions to their way of life or to their standards 
of life and perhaps to their life. As members of such groups scientific special­
ists engaged in the study of society share with others these vicissitudes: 
Their experience of themselves as upholder~ of ~ particular social and political 
creed which is threatened, as representatives of a specific way of life in need 
of defence, like the experience of their fellows, can hardly fail to have a strong 
emotional undertone. Group-images, those, for instance, of classes or of 
nations, self-justifications, the cases which groups make out for themselves, 
represent, as a rule, an amalgam of realistic observations and collective fan­
tasies (which like the myths of simpler people are real enough as motive 
forces of action). To sift out the former from the latter, to. hold up before 
these groups a mirror in which they can see themselves as they might be seen, 
not by an involved critic from another contemporary group, but by an inquirer 
trying to see in perspective the structure and functioning of their relationship 
with each other, is not only difficult in itself for anyone whose group is involved 
in such a struggle; expressed in public, it may also weaken the cohesion 
and solidarity feeling of his group and, with it, its capacity to survive. There 
is, in fact, in all these groups a point beyond which none of its members can 
go in his detachment without appearing and, so far as his group is concerned, 
without becoming a dangerous heretic, however consistent his ideas or his 
theories may be in themselves and with observed facts, however much they 
may approximate to what we call the "truth". 

And yet, if social scientists although using more specialized procedures 
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and a more technical language are in the last resort not much less affected in 
their approach to the problems of society by preconceived ideas and ideals, 
by passions and partisan views than the man in the street, are they really 
justified in calling themselves "scientists"? Does any statement, any 
hypothesis or theory deserve the epithet " scientific", if it is ultimately based 
on dogmatic beliefs, on a priori assumptions, on ideas and evaluations which 
are impervious to arguments based on a more systematic and dispassionate 
examination of the available evidence? Can social scientists make any 
specific contribution to the solution of major problems even of their own 
groups, of their own country, class, profession or whatever it is, if they accept 
as the self-evident foundation of their theories some of the religiously held 
creeds and norms of one or the other of these groups so that the results of 
their studies are destined from the start to agree, or at least not to disagree, 
with the basic tenets of these communal beliefs? Without greater detach­
ment and autonomy of thinking, can they hope to put in the hands of their 
fellow-men more fitting tools of thinking and more adequate blueprints for 
the handling of social and political 'problems-more adequate blueprints than 
those handed on unrefiectingly from generation to generation or evolv~d 
haphazardly in the heat of the battle? And even if they do not accept such 
beliefs unquestioningly, are they not often impelled to use them.as the general 
frame of reference for their studies simply by sentiments of solidarity, of 
loyalty or perhaps' of fear? Are they not sometimes only too justified in 
thinking that it might weaken a cause which they regard as their own if they 
were to subject systematically the religiously held social creeds and ideals of 
one of their own groups to a more dispassionate scientific examination, that 
it might put weapons in the hand of opponents or that, as a result, they 
themselves might be exposed to ostracism if to nothing worse? 

The dilemma underlying many of the present uncertainties' of the sciences 
. of men is, as one can see, not simply a dilemma of this or that historian, 

economist, political scientist or sociologist (to name only some of the present 
divisions); it is not the perplexity of individual social scientists, but that 
of social scientists as a professional group. As things stand, their social task 
as scientists and the requirements of their position as members of other groups 
often disagree; and the latter are apt to prevail as long as the pressure of 

, group tensions and passions remains as high as it is. 
The problem confronting them is not simply to discard the latter role in 

favour of the former. They cannot cease to take part in, and to be affected 
by, the social and political, affairs of their groups and their time. Their own 
participation and involvement, moreover, is itself one of the conditions for 
comprehending the problems they try to solve as scientists. For while one 
need not know, in order to understand the structure of molecules, what' it 
feels like to be one of its atoms, in order to understand the functioning of 
human groups one needs to know, as it were, from inside how human beings 
experience their own and other groups, and one cannot know without active 
participation and involvement. . 



4S4 iXiC 44 ..... 

\ 

238 PROBLEMS OF INVOLVEMENT AND DETACHMENT 

The problem confronting those who study one or the other aspects of 
human groups is how to keep their two roles as participant and as inquirer 
clearly and consistently apart and, as a professional group, to establish in 
their work the undisputed dominance of the latter. 

This is so difficult a task that many representatives of social sciences~ 
at present, appear to regard the determination of their inquiries by precon­
ceived and religiously held social and political ideals as inevitable. They often 
seem to consider these heteronomous foundations of their pronouncements as 
characteristic, not of a specific situation and, within it, of a specific dilemma, 
but of their subject-matter as such. The latitude they allow each other in 
their use of dogmatic ideals and evaluations as a basis for the setting of 
problems, the selection of material and the construction of theories is very 
wide; and is apt to become wider still whenever the pressure of tensions and 
passions mounts in society at large. 

VI 
The chance 'which social scientists have to face and to cope with this 

dilemma might be greater if it were not for another characteristic of their 
situation which tends to obscure the nature of these difficulties. That is the 
ascendancy gained, over the centuries, by a manner or style of thinking 
which has proved highly adequate and successfpl in men's dealings with 
physical events, but which is not always equally appropriate if used in their 
dealings with others. One of the major reasons for the difficulties with which 
men have to contend in-their endeavour to gain more reliable knowledge about 
themselves is the. uncritical and often dogmatic application of categories 
and concepts highly adequate in relation to problems on the level of matter 
and energy to other levels of experience and among them to that of social 
phenomena. Not only specific expectations as to how perceived data are 
connected with each other, specific concepts of causation or of explanation 
formed in this mariner are generalized and used almost as a matter of course 
in inquiries about relations of men; (his mechanical diffusion of models 
expresses itself, too, for example, in the widespread identification of " ration­
ality" with the use of categories developed mainly in connection with experi­
ences of physical events, and in the assumption that the use of other forms 
of thinking must necessarily indicate a leaning towards metaphysics and 
IrratIOnality. . 

1 hesame tendency towards over-generalization shows itself in many 
current ideas of what is and what is not scientific. By and large, theories of 
science still use as their principal model the physical sciences-often not in 
their contemporary, but in their classi~al form. Aspects of their procedures 
are widely regarded as the most potent and decisive factor responsible for 
their achievements. and as the essential characteristic of sciences generally. 
By abstracting such aspects from the actual procedures and techniques of 
the physical sciences, one arrives at a general model of scientific procedure 

1\ 
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which is known as " the scientific method". In name, it represents the dis- . 
tinguishing characteristics common to all scientific, as distinct from non­
sCientific, forms of solving problems. In fact, it often constitutes a curious 
compound of features which may be universal with others characteristic of 
the physkal sciences only and bound up with the specific nature of their 
problems. It resembles a general concept" animal" formed without reference 
to the evolutionary diversity and connections of animal species from a rather 

'restricted observational field so that structures and functions common perhaps 
to all animals, as distinct from non-living things and from plan!s, mingle in 
it ·with others characteristic only of certain types of animals, of, say, mammals 
or of vertebrates. 

The assumption is that in this generalized form " the scientific method " 
can be transferred from the field where it originated, from the physical sciences, 
to all other fields, to biological as well as to social sciences, regardless of 'the 
different nature of their problems; and that ~wherever it is applied it will 
work its magic: Among social scientists in particular it is not uncommon to 
attribute difficulties and inadequacies of their work. to the fact that they do 
not go far enough in copying the method of physical sciences. I t is this 
strong concentration of their attention on problems of " method" which tends 
to obscure from their view the difficulties that spring from their situation and 
from their own approaches to the problems they study. 

The superior achievement and status of the physical sciences itself con­
stitutes a highly significant factor in the situation of those who work in the 
field of social sciences. If, as participants in the life of a turbulent society, 
they are constantly in danger of using in their inquiries preconceived and 
immovable social convictions as the basis for their problems and theories, 
as scientists they are in danger of being dominated by models derived from 
inq1,liries into physical events and stamped wi~h the authority of the physical 
sciences. 

The fact itself that people confronted with the task of formulating. and 
exploring new sets of problems model their concepts and procedures on those 
which have proved their worth in other fields is in no way surprising or unique. 
It is a recurrent feature in the history of men that new crafts and skills, ~nd 
among them new scientific specialisms, in the early stages of their development, 
continue to rely on older models. Some time is needed before a new group 
of specialists can emancipate itself from the ruling style of thinking and of 
acting; and in the course of this pro~ess their attitude towards the older 
groups, as in other processes of emancipation, is apt to oscillate: they may 
go too far for a while and may go on too long in their uncritical submission 
to the authority and prestige of the dominant ·standards; and then again, 
they may go too far in their repudiation and in their denial of the ·functions 
which'the older models had or have in the development of their own. In 
most of these respects the emergence of the younger social sciences from 
under the wings of the older natural sciences follows the usual pattern, 

But there can have been rarely a situation in which the gradient between 
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the comparatively high level of detachment manifest in the older branches 
of knowledge and the much lower represented by the younger branches was 
equally steep. In the physical sciences, it is not only the development and 
use of a specific method for the'solution of problems and the testing of theories, 
but the framing of problems and theories itself which presupposes a high 
standard of detachment. The same method transferred to social sciences is 
not infrequently used for the exploration of problems and theories conceived 
and studied under the impact of strong involvements. Hence the use, in social 
sciences, of a method akin to that evolved in the physical sciences often gives 
to the former the app~arance of a high level of detachment or of " objectivity" 
which those who use this method are in fact lacking. It often serves as a 
means of circumventing difficulties which -spring from their dilemma with­
out facing it; in many cases, it creates a facade of detachment masking a 
highly involved approach. . 

As a result, a cruci,al question is often regarded as sealed and solved which 
in fact is still in abeyance: the question which of the procedures and techniques 
of the physical sciences are commensurate to the task of social sciences and 
which are not. The abstraction from these specific procedures of a general 
model of the scientific method, and the claim often made for it as the supreme 
characteristic of research that is scientific, have led to the neglect, or even 
to the exclusion from the field of systematic research, of wide problem-areas 
which do not lend themselves easily to an exploration by means of a method 
for which the physical sciences have provided the prototype. In order to 
be able to use methods of this kind and to prove themselves scientific in the 
eyes of the world, investigators are frequently induced to ask and to answer 
rela~ively insignificant questions and to leave unanswered others perhaps of 
greater significance. They are jnduced to cut their problems so as to suit 
their method; The exclusive and seemingly final character of many current 
statements about the scientific method finds expression in the strange idea 
that problems which do not lend themselves to investigations by means of 
a method modelled on that of the physical sciences are no concern of people 
engaged in scientific research. 

On closer investigation, one will probably find that the tendency to 
consider a highly formalized picture of this one set of sciences and their method 
as the norm and ideal of scientific inquiries generally is connected with a 
specific idea about the aim of sciences. ~t is, one might thihk, bound up with 
the assumption that among propositions of empirical sciences, as among 
those of pure mathematics and related forms of logic, the only relevant dis­
tinction to be made is that between propositions which are true and others 
which are false ; and that the aim of scientific research a~d of its procedures 
is simply and solely that of finding the" truth", of sifting true from false 
statements. However, the goal towards which positive sciences are striving 
is not, and by their very nature ca~not be, wholly identical with that of fields 
like logic and mathematics which are concerned with the inherent order of 
certain tools of thinking alone. I t certainly happens in empirical investiga-
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tions that people make statements which are simply found to be false. But 
often enough rough dichotomies like" true" and" false" are highly inadequate 
in their case. People engaged in empirical research often put forward proposi­
tions or theories whose merit is that they are truer than others or, to use 
a less hallowed term, that they are more adequate, more consistent both with 
observations and in themselves. In general terms, one might say it is char­
acteristic of these scientific as distinct from non-scientific forms of solving 
problems that, in the acquisition of knowledge, questions emerge and are 
solved.as a result of "an uninterrupted two-way traffic between two layers of 
knowledge: that of general ideas, theories or models and that of observations 
and perceptions of specific events. The latter if not sufficiently informed by 
the former remains unorganized and diffuse; the former if not sufficiently 
informed by the latter remains dominated by feelings and imaginings. It is 
the objective of scientists, one might say, to develop a steadily expanding I 

body of theories or models and an equally expanding body of observations 
about specific events by means of a continuous, critical confrontation to 
greater and greater congruity with each other. The methods actually used 
in empirical investigations, inevitably, vary a good deal, from discipline to 
discipline in accordance with the different types of problems that present 
themselves for solution. What they have in common, what identifies them 
as scientific methods is simply that they enable scientists to test whether 
their findings and pronouncements constitute a reliable advance in the direction 
towards their common objective. 

VII 

Is it possible tp determine with greater precision and cogency the limita­
tions of methods of.. scientific research modelled on those of the physical 
sciences? Can one, in particular, throw more light on the limits to the 
usefulness of mathematical or, as this term is perhaps too wide in this context, 
of quantifying models and techniques,in empirical researches? 

At the present state of development, the weight and relevance of quanti­
fying procedures clearly differs in different problem-areas. In some, above 
all in the physical sciences, one can see to-day no limit to the usefulness of 
procedures which make relations of quantities stand for the non-quantitative 
aspects of the relations of data; the scope for reducing other properties 
to quantities and for working out, on the basis of such a reduction, highly 
adequate theoretical constructs appears to be without bounds. 

In other fields of research the scope for similar reductions is clearly very 
much narrower; and theoretical constructs based on such reductions alone 
often prove far less adequate. Have problem-areas which do not lend them­
selves as well as the physical sciences to the application of quantifying methods 
of research certain general properties which can account for such differences 
in the scope and· relevance of quantifying procedures as instruments of 
research? . 
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It is possible to think that this problem itself can be readily solved in 
terms of quantities alone. As one passes from studies of matter and energy 
and its various transformations to those of organisms and their development 
as species and individuals' and again to studies of men as societies and indi­
viduals (in not quite the same sense of the. word), according to a not uncommon 
view, the problems which one encounters becomes more complex; the greater 
complexity is often thought to follow fro:r:n the fact that the number of inter­
acting parts, factors~ variables or suchlike increase ·as one moves from the 
study of inorganic . matter to thos~ of organisms and of men; and as a result 
of' this increase in numberS, so the argument seems to run, measurements 
and mathematical operations generally, become more and more complicated 

. and difficult. If one accepts the idea that it is the aim of scientific investiga­
tions everywhere to explain the behaviour of composite units of observation 
by means of measurements from that of their simpler constituent parts, each 
of the variables affecting the behaviour of such a unit would have to be 
me.asured by itself so as to determine the quantitative aspects of its relations· 
with others. The greater the number of variables, the greater would be 
the number of measurements and the more complicated would be the mathe­
matical operations necessary to determine their interplay. In the light of 
this -hypothesis the demands made on the resources in manpower, in com­
puting machines, in mathematical techniques and in money and time would 
progressively increase from one set of sciences to the other with the increase 
in the number of factors that has to be taken into account. ·More and more, 
these' demands would ~become prohibitive and research on quantitative lines 
alone would no longer be possible. According to this view, it is for ·that 
reason that one has to resign oneself to the use of less precise and less 
satisfactory methods of investigation in many fields of studies. 

In a way, this approach to the observable limitations of quantifying 
methods in research is itself not uncharacteristic of the manner in which forms 
of thinking most serviceable in the exploration of physical data become dis­
tended into what almost represents Cl: general style of thinking. The choic_e 
of a heap of more and more factors or variables as a model for increasing 
complexity is determined by a general expectation which is evidently based 
on experiences in physical research, but which tends to assume the character­
of an a priori belief: by the expectation that problems of all kinds can be 
satisfactorily solved in terms of quantities alone.· 

However, the area within which this expectation can be safely used as 
a guide to the formulation of problems and theories has very definite limits. 
The properties of different units of observation characteristic of different 
disciplines are not alone affected by the number of interacting parts, variables, 
factors 'or conditions, but also by the manner in which constituents of such 
units are connected with each other. Perhaps the best way to indicate 
briefly this aspect of these differences is the hypothetical construction of a 
model of models which repres~nt different frames of reference of scientific 
problems in a-highly generalized form as composite units arranged according 
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to the extent of interdependence of their constituents or, more generally, 
according to the degree of organization which they possess. 

Arranged in this manner, this continuum of models would have one pole 
formed by general models of units, such -as congeries, agglomerations, heaps 
or multitudes, whose constituents are associated with each other temporarily 
in the loosest possible manner and may exist independently of each other 
without changing their characteristic properties. The other pole would be 
formed by general models of units such as open systems and processes which 
are highly self-regulating and autonomous, which consist of a hierarchy of 
interlocking part-systems and part-processes and whose constituents are 
interdependent to such an extent that they cannot be. isolated from their 
unit without radical changes· in their properties as well as in those of the 
unit itself. . 

Between these two poles would be spaced out intermediary models 1 

graded according to the degree of differentiation and integration of their 
constituents. 

As one moves along this continuum of models from paradigms of loosely 
composed to others of highly organized units, as models of congeries step by 
step give way to those of self-regulating, open systems and processes with 
more and more levels many of the devices developed for scientific research 
into units of the first type change, or even lose, their function. In many 
cases, from being the principal instruments and techniques of research, they 
become, at the most, auxiliaries. 

Less adequate, in that sense, becomes the concept of an Independent 
variable of a unit of observation which is otherwis.e kept invariant and, with 
it, the type of observation and experimentation based on the supposition that 
what one studies is a heap of potentially independent variables and their 
effects. . . 

Less adequate, too, becomes the concept of a scientific law as the general 
theoretical mould for particular connections of constituents of a larger unit. 
For it is one of the tacit assumptions underlying both the conception and the 
establishment of a scientific law that the phenomena of which one wishes to 
state in the form of a law that the pattern of their connection is n.ecessary 
and unchanging, do not change their properties irreversibly if they are cut 
off from other connections or from each other. . The type of relationship 
whose regularity can be fairly satisfactorily expressed in the form of a law 
is a relationship which is impermanent though it has a peI1nanent pattern : 
it can start and cease inIl:.umerable times without affecting the behaviour of 
other constituents of the larger nexus within which it occurs or the properties 

1 Even in the elementary form in which it is presented here, such a serial model may help 
to clarify the confusion that often arises from a:n all too clear-cut dichotomy between congeries 
and systems. Not all frames of reference of physical problems cluster narrowly around the 
congeries pole of the model. Not all frames of reference of biological or sociological problems 
have their equivalent close to the other pole. They are, in each of these areas of inquiry, more 
widely scattered than it is often assumed. And although, in each of these areas, their bulk can 
probably be assigned to a specific region of the serial model, frames of reference of the problems 
of different disciplines, projected on this model, frequently overlap. 
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of the larger nexus itself. General laws for particular cases, in short, are 
instruments for the solution of problems whose referential frame is conceived 
as a ,congeries. 1 

The more the framework of problems resembles ·in its characteristics a 
highly self-regulating system and process,' the greater in other words the 
chance that constituents are permanently connected with each other so that 
they are bound to change their properties irrevocably if these connections 
are severed, the more likely is it that laws assume a subsidiary role as tools 
of research; the mor~ does one require as the paramount vehicle for exploring 
and presenting regularities of part-connections, system and process-models 
clearly representative of the fact that part-events are linked to each other 
as constituents of a functioning unit without which they would not occur or 
would not o~cur in this manner. . 

• Nor do those time-honoured intellectual operations kno~ as induction 
and deduction retain quite' the same character throughout this continuum 
of models. In their classical form they are closely linked up with intellectual 
movements up and down between discrete and isolated universals, which 
may be general concepts, laws, propositions or hypotheses, and an infinite 
multitude of particular cases which are also conceived as ~apable of preserving 
their significant characteristics if they are studied in isolation independently 
of all other connections. 

When models of multitudes become subordinate to models of highly 
organized systems another type of research operation gains greater prominence 
modifying to some extent those ,of induction and deduction, namely movements 
up and down between models of the whole and those of its parts. 

I t is difficult to think of any well established terms expressing clearly 
the differential qualities and the complementary character of these two opera-

1 In the case of the second law of thermodynamics an experimental and statistical law has 
been interpreted as a statement about qualities possessed by the referential system as a whole, 
that is by the physical universe. However, if one may use experiences in other fields as a model, 
it is not always safe to assume that properties observed as those of constituent parts of a system 
are also properties of the system as a whole. Whether or not one is justified, in this case, to 
assume that regularities observed in a part-region of a system, in a part-region of both time and 
space, can be interpreted as regularities of the whole system only physicists are entitled to judge. 

However, these general considerations about laws are hardly affected by this case. In 
physics as in other scientific disciplines the referential framework of problems is far from uniform. 
Although, in the majority of ca~es, the units of observation are simply conceived as heaps, there 
are others in which they are envisaged as units endowed with properties approaching to those 
of systems. But compared with the models of systems and processes developed in some of the 
biological and some of the social sciences those which have been produced in physical sciences 
show, on the whole, a relatively high independence of parts and a relatively low degree of 
organization. 

This mayor may not account for the fact that although the status of laws, in the classical 
sense of the words, has to some extent declined in the physical sciences with the ascendance of 
models which have some of the characteristics of systems, the change does not appear to be 
very pronounced. What apparently has become more pronounced is the implied expectation 
that the diverse laws discove.red in studies of isolated connections will eventually coalesce and 
form with each other a comprehensive theoretical scaffolding for the behaviour of the over-all 
system as a whole. Perhaps it is not yet quite clear why one should expect that the unconnected 
clusters of connections whose regularities one has more or less reliably determined will subse­
quently link up and fall into pattern. To expect that they will do so, at any rate, means assum­
ing that in the end all congeries including that of energy-matter will turn out to be systems 
of a kind or aspects and parts of systems. 



NORBERT ELIAS 245 

tions. Perhaps one might call " analytical" those steps of research in which 
the theoretical representation of a system is treated more or less as a back­
ground from which problems of constituent parts stand out as the prime object 
of research' and as a potential testing-ground for theoretical representations 
of the whole; and one might call It synoptic" (not to say It synthetic ") 
those steps which are aimed at forming a more. coherent theoretical repre­
sentation of a system as a whole as a unifying framework and as a potential 
testing-ground for relatively unco-ordinated theoretical representations of con­
stituent parts. But whatever the technical tenns, one can say that the 
solution of problems whose framework represents a highly integrated unit 
depends in .the long run on the co-:ordination and balance between steps in 
both directions. 

In the short run, synopsis may be in advance of analysis. I ts theoretical 
results have in that case, at the worst, the character of speculations, at the 
best, if they are conformable to a larger body of observational and theoretical 
fragments, that of working hypothesis. Many of the ideas put forward by 
the pioneering· sociologists of the nineteenth century, preoccupied as they 
were with the process of mankind as a whole, illustrate this stage.. Or else 
analysis may be in advance of synopsis. In that case, knowledge consists 
of a plethora of observational and theoretical fragments for which a more 
unified theoretical framework is not yet in sight. A good deal o"f the work 
done by sociologists during part of· the twentieth century can serve as an 
illustration of that stage. Many of them, in reaction from the more specula­
tive aspects of the work done by the system-builders which preceded them, 
became distrustful of any over-all-view and of the very idea of It systems" 
itself; they confined themselves more ·and more to the exploration of isolated 
clusters of problems which could be explor~d as nearly as possible by methods 
use.d by representatives of other sciences though they themselves lacked what 
these others already possessed: a more unified, more highly integrated system 
of theoretical constructs as a common frame of reference for isolated studies 
of part-connections. 

In the case of units of observation such as multitudes and populations 
it is an appropriate aim of research to ·develop theoretical models of a com­
posite unit as a whole by treating it as the sum total of its components and 
by tracing back its properties to those of its parts. But this reduction of 
the whole to its parts becomes increasingly less appropriate if one moves 
within the continuum of models towards more highly organized units. As the 
constituents of such units lose their identity if their connection with others is 
broken off, as they become and remain what they are only as functioning 
parts of a functioning system of a specific type, or even of an individual 
system, the study of temporary isolates is useful only if its results are again 
and again referred back to a model of their system ; . the properties of parts 
cannot be adequately ascertained without the guidance provided by a theoreti­
cal model of the whole. At an early stage in the development of a particular 
field of problems such models, like maps of largely- unexplored regions, may 

1. 
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be full of blanks and perhaps full of errors which can be corrected only by 
further investigations of parts. But h,9wever much one or the other may 
lag behind, studies on the level of the whole system and studies on the level 
of part-units are greatly impeded iL-they cannot rely on a measure of corre­
spondence and co-ordination which allows scientists to move the focus of their 
observations and reflections freely from one level to the other. 

VIII 

The difficulty is that there are often more than two levels to be considered. 
Highly structured systems and processes have often parts which are also 
systems and processes; and these in tum may have parts which again are 
developing systems though with a smaller measure of autonomy. In fact, 
such systems within systems, such processes within processes may consist of 
many levels of varying relative strength and controlling power interlaced and 
interlocked with each other; so that those who are digging up knowledge on 
one of them stand in need of free channels of communication with others who 
are _working in the many galleries above and below and, at the same time, of 
a clear conception of the position and functions of their own problem-area, 
and of their own situation, within the whole system. 

In practice, such lines of communication are often deficient or non­
existent. Problems on different levels are frequently investigated by different 
groups of specialists who, look hardly beyond their particular pitch. Many 
of them draw from limited experiences with problems characteristic of one 
level, or merely of one of its aspects, inferences for the solution of problems 
whose frame of reference comprises many levels or perhaps the whole system. 
And if one of these groups, if, as it has in fact happened, specialists for the 
study of units which represent a relatively low level of organization, such as 
physicists, are greatly in. advance of others in the exploration of their level 
and the development of corresponding techniques, the unselect imitation of 
their models and methods in studies of more highly organized units is likely 
to give rise to a welter .of misconceived problems. 

For not only the whole system, but also each of its constituent system~ 
may display patterns of connection~ and regularities which are different and 
which cannot be deduced from those of their constituent systems. Theoretical 
models and methods of research designed for the study of units which are 
less differentiated and integrated, can be, therefore, at best, only partially 
appropriate as means of research into more highly organized units even if 
the latter contain the former or homologues of the' former as constituent 
parts. 

There are many instances of the difficulties that can ensue from the 
'application of models designed for the study of part-systems at one level of 
organization to that of systems at another level or of the paramount-system 
as a whole. .. 

Take, for example, the old controversy abciut the usefulness of physical 
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systems such as machines as explanatory models for biological systems such 
as animals and men. If one adheres to the traditional way of thinking, one 
'can usually perceive only two possible solutions to the focal problem of this 
controversy. One can either accept physical systems of one kind or the other 
as complete models for organisms and assume, explicitly or not, that an 
organism as a whole is a set of physical events on exactly the same level as 
physical events outside organisms. Or one can adopt vitalistic models and 
assume that special non-physical forces are aLwork in organisms which account 
for the observable differences between living and non-living systems; . 

In order to accept either of these two alternatives, one has to stretch 
a good many points. As in other. cases in which it is difficult, not simply 
to find a solution for a problem, but to think of any possible model for a 
solution which would fit the available evidence reasonably well, it is the 
type of available models rather than the evidence which requires re-examina­
tion. The difficulties with which men have met, at least since the days of 
Descartes, in tackling the question whether or not living systems can be 
adequately explained1 by analogies with non-living systems are closely bound 
up with the tradition of thinking which decrees that the behaviour of whole ~ 
units has to be explained from that of their parts. It becomes less difficult 
to conceive of a more fitting model for the solution of this question if it is 
accepted that there are types of problems which require a different approach 
-problems which can be brought nearer solution only if one is aware that 
the units under observation have properties which cannot be inferred from 
those of their parts. . 

Man-made machines, as we know them, are homologues not of all, but 
only of some levels in the' hierarchic order of open systems represented even 
by animals of. a simpler type. As each system of a higher order may have 
properties different from those lower-order systems which form its parts and 
as animals rising in the evolutionary scale represent systems within systems 
on a steadily rising number of levels, one would expect the behaviour and 
characteristics of organisms to correspond only. partially to those of machines 
or . of chains of chemical reactions; one would expect organisms to display 
characteristics which are only in some regards similar to, but in others different 
from, physical systems, and yet to reveal themselves as nothing but heaps 
of physical particles if their many-levelled organization is destroyed or if 
component parts are studied in isolation. 

But one could no longer expect, in that case, that all problems of organ­
isms will be solved in the end by ,analogies with machines or with other physical 
systems and that biological sciences will gradually transform themselves into 
physical sciences. In living systems physical processes are patterned and 
organjzed in a way which induces further patterning and organizing of these 
processes. Even if men should succeed in constructing artefacts with very 
much .more and much higher levels of organization and control than those 
of any known machine, artefaCts which could build and rebuild their own 
structure from less highly organized materials, which could grow and develop, 
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feel and reproduce themselves, one would have to apply to their construction 
and to their study biological as well as physical categories and models. 

In controversi~s between vitalists ~nd mechanists, both sides take it 
more or less for granted that the model of explanation according to which 
studies in the properties of parts are expected to provide the key for the 
problems presented by those of the whole, is' a universal model. In fact, it 
is a specific and partial model appropriate only to the study of units on a 
relatively low level 6f organization.1 ' 

Or take the much discussed question of the relationship between the 
behaviour of higher animals and that of men. Attempts to explain the latter 
in terms of the former are not uncommo~. Yet, again, one cannot compre­
hend the functioning and structure of systems which embody a higher level 
of organization and control alone in terms of others which' are less highly 
organized even -if the former are the descendants of the latter. While men 
function partly as other animals do, as a whole they function and behave in 
a way no other animal does. 

The change towards greater cortical dominance (t<;> mention only one 
aspect of these differences) provides a useful illustration of the way in which 
an ipcrease in -the controlling and co-ordinating power of a part-syst~m on a 
very high level in the hier:,archy of .interlocking systems goes hand in hand 
with changes in the equilibrium and the functioning of systems, on all 
levels and with a transmogrification 9f the over-all system itself. I t is to 
differences such as these that one will have to turn in order to establish 
more clearly and more firmly that and why the sciences of men cannot be 
expected to transform themselves, sooner or later, into a branch of the 
biological sciences' even though results of studies into aspects of men within 
the' competency of the .latter form an integral -element of the former. 

, Finally, similar problems and similar difficulties can be found, again on 
a different level and in a different form, in the long drawn-out dispu'te about 
the relationship of ct individual" and ct society". Again, one seems to be 
left with the choice between two equally unsatisfactory alternatives. How­
ever much one may try one's ,hand at some kind of compromise, on the whole, 
opinions are so far arrayed in two more or ,less irreconcilable camps. One 
can place oneself near~r those who think of societies as heaps or masses of 
'individual people and of their properties and their development, simply as 
the outcome of individual intentions and activities; and one can place oneself 
nearer those who think of societies, of social processes in all their various 
aspects, more or less as if they-existed in some sense outside and apart from 
the individual people by whom they are formed. , 

Common to both sides, again, is a style of thinki~g, ~n .idea as to how 

-1 One need hardly say that the same argument holds good with regard to the old dispute 
about the relationship of what is traditionally called" body" and" mind". In this case 
too proposals f9r the solution of the problem on purely physical and on 'metaphysical lines are 
usually representative of the same style of thinking and equally inept. They may be monistic 
or dualistic; they may credit the "mind" with qualities of "matter" or "matter" with 
qualities of the " min~ ", aU these propositions try-to account for the whole in terms of its parts. 
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phenomena ought to be explained, which has been found most serviceable 
in men's attempts tq explain, anq to gain control over, physical events. But 
in this case the impasse is not only due to the uncritical transfer of models 
of thinking from one field to another. Attempts to work out better theoretical 
models for the relationship of individual and society suffer even more from 
the fact that this relationship has become, in our age, one of the focal points, 
if no~ the focal point, in the clash of value systems, of social beliefs and ideals 
which divide some of the most powerful groupings of men. In society at 
large, the question what the rights and duties of individuals in society ought 
to be, or whether the wellbeing of society ought to be considered as more 
important than that of individuals, and other questions of· this kind, are 
evocative of a wide range of practical issues which are highly controversial. 
Answers to such questions form in many cases the shibboleth by which fol­
lowers of different social and political creeds recognize friend and foe. As 
a result, reinforced as it constantly is by tensions and passions of rivalling 
groups, the question as to what the relationship of individual and society 
ought to be tends to mask and to muffle in discussions and studies the other 
as to what kind of relationship.it actually is-so much so that the simple 
question of fact often appears to be almost incomprehensible. And as it so 
happens that this factual question is representative of one of the basic problems 
of the social sciences, the difficulties which stand in the way of any attempt 
to distinguish and to detach it clearly from the topical social and political 
questions which are often expressed in similar terms constitute one of the 
major barriers to the further development of the social sciences and particularly 
to that of sociology. 

What has been said, so far, about other types of part-whole relationships 
can be of some help, if not in· solving, at least in clarifying this probleIl1. In 
many respects the relationship between men as individuals and men as societies 
differs from these other types. It is quite unique, and not all its features fit 
entirely in the r schema of a part-whole relationship. At the same time, it 
shows many of its characteristics and presents many of the problems generally 
associated with it. 

All societies, as far as one can see, have the general characteristics of . 
systems with sub-systems on several levels of which individuals, as individuals, 
form only on"e. Organized as groups, individuals form many others. They 
form families; and then again on a higher level, as groups of groups, villages 
or towns" classes or industrial systems and many similar structures. which are 
interlocked and which may form with .each other an over-all system, such as 
tribes, city-states, feudal kingdoms or nation-states, with a dynamic power­
equilibrium of its .own. This, in tum, may form part of another less highly 
organized, less well integrated system; tribes may form with each other 
a federation of tribes; nation-states a balance-of-power-system. In this 
hierarchy of interlocking social units the largest unit need not be the most 
highly integrated and organized unit; so far in the history of mankind it 
never was. But whatever form it may take, that system in the hierarchy of 

R 
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. systems which constitutes the highest level of integration and organized power 
is also the system which has the highest capacity to regulate- its own course. 
Like other open systems,- it can disintegrate if the pressure of t~nsions from 
within or withqut becomes too strong. As long as its organization remains 
more or less intact, it has a higher degree of autonomy than any of its 
constituents. 

And it is the structure and developnient of this system which in the 
last resort determines those of its part-systems including ·those. of its individual 
members. Different levels in this hierarchy of systems, such as individuals 
as such or as families or as classes, have a greater or smaller measure of 
autonomy; they may, for example, co-operate or they may fight with each 
other. But the scope for autonomous actions varies with the properties of 
the paramount system as well as with the location of part-units within it ; 
and so does the basic personality structure of its individual members. For 
on the properties and the development of this system depend those of the 
institutionalized set of relationships which we call" family"; this, in tum, 
induces the organizatio!l and integration of functions iI.1 individual children 
who as adults will be called upon to carry on, to develop ard perhaps to change 
the institutions ~ of the paramount system which, by means of this and of 
other homeostatic devices, is en~bled to perpetuate at least some of its 
distinguishing cHaracteristics. ' 

Thus unique as the relationship of "individual" and "society" is, it 
has this in common with other part-whole relationships characteristic of 
highly organized, self-regulating systems that the regulari~ies, the attributes 
and the behaviour of systems on different levels and above all those of the 
paramount system itself cannot be described simply in terms appropriate to 
those of their parts; nor can ~hey be explained as' effects of which their 
constituents are the cause. And yet they are nothing outside and apart 
from these constituents. 

Those who approach social phenomena, wittingly or unwittingly, as if 
societies were nothing but heaps of individual people and who try to explain 
the former in terms of the latter cannot conceive of the fact that groups 
formed by individuals, like other organizations of p~rt-units, have properties 
of their own which remain unintelligible for an observer if his attention is 
focused on individual people as such and not, at the same time, on the 
structures and patterns which individuals form with each other. 

Those who approach social phenomena, wittingly or not, as if these 
'phenomena existed independently of the individuals by whom they are formed 
are usually aware of the fact that phenomena of this kind have their irreducible 
regularities. But expecting as they have been trained to expect, that the 
regularities of composite units can be deduced from those of their parts and 
perhaps puzzled by the fact that they cannot deduce the social regularities 
which they observe simply and clearly from individu.al regularities, they tend 
to fall into a manner of speaking and thinking which suggests that social 
phenomena exist in some sense independently of individual people. They 
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tend to confuse H having regularities of their own " with H having an existence 
of their own ", in the same way in whith the fact that organisms have regular­
ities which cannot be deduced from those of unorganized physical events is 
often interpreted as a sign that something in organisms has an existence 
independently of physical events. Here as elsewhere, the inability to think 
in terms of systems leaves people with the choice between two equally unpalat­
able alternatives, with the choice between atomistic and hypostatic conceptions. 

Some problems cannot be brought nearer solution mainly because one 
has not sufficient facts to go on, others mainly because, as problems, they are 
misconceived: General ideas, types of classes, the whole manner of thinking 
may be malformed or simply inadequate-as a result of an uncritical transfer 
of intellectual models from one context to another. Some of the difficulties 
encountered in social sciences are of this type. They are due to insufficiences 
not so much in the knowledge of facts, as in the basic ideas, categories and 
attitudes used in making observations of, and in handling, facts: Since 
people conceived the idea that one might explore not only physical, but also 
socicil phenomena, as it were, scientifically, those who tried to do so, have 
always been, more or less, under the influence of two types of models developed, 
in different contexts, by two. more powerful groups: models of setting and 
solving problems about social phenomena current in society at large and 
those of dealing with problems abo\!t " nature" developed by natural scient­
ists. It is a question how far either of these two types of models is suited to 
scientific inquiries into social phenomena. By raising it, one adumbrates 
the need for re-examination of a wider problem: that of the nature and 
acquisition of human knowledge generally. _ 

. Models of the first type are often used unintentionally by social scientists. 
They are concerned with phenomena from a sphere of life in which the con­
tingency of unmanageable dangers is continuously high; it is difficult for them 
to disengage the ideas and concepts they use in their specialized work as 
scientists from those used day by day in their social life. The hypothetical _ 
model used for the study of problems of this kind is a continuum of which one 
marginal pole is formed by properties of persons and their situation character­
istic of complete involvement and complete lack of detachment (such as one 
might find it in the case of young babies) and the other of properties character­
istic of complete detachment and a zero-point of involvement. 

Models of the second type, those of natural sciences, are often, 'though 
not always, copied deliberately by social scientists; but they do not always 
examine, at ~he same time, in what respect these models are consonant with 
their specific task. Pressed by uncertainties, not unconnected with the 
strength of their involvements, they are apt to seize upon these models as 
on ready-made and authoritative means for gaining certainty often enough 
without distinguishing clearly whether it is certainty about something worth 
knowing or something rather insignificant which they have gained in this 
way. As one has seen, it is this mechanical transfer of models from one 
scientific field ·to another which often results in a kind of pseudo-deta:chment, 

• 
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in a malformation of problems and in severe limitations of topics for research. 
The hypothetical model used for the study of problems of this kind is a con­
tinuum of models of composite units arranged according to the degree of inter­
dependence of part-units. By and large, problems of the physical sciences 
have as their frame of r'eference concepts of units with a relatively low degree 
of organization. Problems referring to units of an equally low degree of 

,orgamzation, e.g. to populations in the statistical sense of the word, are n'ot 
lacking in the social sciences. But in their case units of this type are always 
parts of other far more highly organized units. Types of concepts, of explana­
tions and procedures used for inquiries into the former are, at the best, only 
of limited use in scientific studies of the latter; for in their case, in contrast 
to that of units of low organization, the knowledge one has gained about 
properties of isolated parts can o,nly be assessed and interpreted in the light 
of ,the knowledge one has gained of properties of the whole unit. 

If it is difficult for social scientists to attain greater autonomy of their 
scientific theories and concepts in relation to public creeds and ideals which 
they may share, it is not less difficult for them to gain greater autonomy in 
,the development of their scientific models in relation to those of the older, 
more firmly established and successful physical sciences. The crucial question 
is whether it is possible to make much headway towards a more detached, 

'more adequate and autonomous manner of thinking about social events in 
a situation where men in groups, on many levels, constitute grave dangers 
for each other. Perhaps the most significant insight to be gained from such 
reflections is the awareness of what has been named here, inadequately enough, 
the "principle of 'increasing facilitation": The lower'social standards of 
control in manipulating objects and of detachment and adequacy in thinking 
about them, the more difficult is it to raise these standards. How far it is 
possible under present' conditions for groups of scientific specialists to raise 
the standards of autonomy and adequacy in thinking about social events and 
to impose upon themselves, the discipline of greater detachment, onlyexperi­
ence can show. Nor can one know in advance whether or not the menace 
which human groups on many levels constitute for each other is still too great 
for them to be able to bear, and to act upon, an over-all picture of themselves 
'which is less coloured by wishes and fears and more consistently formed in 
cross-fertilization with dispassionate observations of details. And yet how 
else can one break the hold of the vicious circle in which high affectivity of 
ideas and low ability. to control dangers coming from men to men reinforce 
f hr'~~~~ 
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BHOPAL 

29th. May 1939. 

My dear N or.bert , 

This is. the second draft of my reply to your , 
letter, for which',many thanks. You know that your letter was 
too short. I want to know more of what you are doing, and'to 
have some of the news which the newspapers here lamentably fail 
to supply. \ 

Aubrey wantS,me to thank you very much' for your 
letter, and to say" that he7~~ply at great length' as soon ',a-s he 
is fr-ee of these continuat"app6intmel1-ts ·here. 

. . ti,,~y '. . 
In reply ~ letter, the Red Sea was not so hot 

as here:, the films ,did mel t- (all of therit), and our perso~al _ ! 
re~at.iohs are progressing on a certain equilibrium of ~brpor. 

.. .. . I.have not replied before this, beca.llse,.as,~o:u . .,j 
i~~~;;~:~~:!~~i~ttl~~~:!:1::~r~~: s:~::~~!:~· ft~~~i~i.:!r~!e th~t~~ .... ~ 

. :,_ 'In my flrst,le.t:t,er,to you, whi.ch I :~ore: tip:". it beig 
sO,stuPid', I pontifIcated on th~'--,:q1.test'io'n·::'or ".,the eff.e'c't of"W~stern 
otis'e's' ",on' the nl~nds here. Ofcotirs:e:, I anC"r~eallYih a"mtiz(3,·.ab.out 
eVery.thirig. I . can only s'ay, ,this':, ,,- the'. riewsils atro'ci6uslyreported 
iii", the '~ndiahp~ess,. an<i I se1d:'om,heard Eur"dJj'eanpoli ti-c·s dis~¢.ussec1 
W!leila.:q'Indiari \Van~s to k~ow '~wl?-at part, of I~d;l.a a man comes 'from, 
tXml he a~ks , 'from what c'omitry? and the pa,pers are" ful~, except 
"for the'front page two columns devoted to "Crisis, of communal 
strife (I cannot convey how much this seems .to ent'er into convers­
atIon, all-day living, it is built in the pers.on),of labour 
troubles in the; states" of mumbo-jumbo sp"eeches by officials. AIsq 
the' Muslims, \VPO are said to be tradl ti'onally more friefiaIly towards 
the British, are' being much disaffected by the Arab.-.Jewish. trouhle. 
As fa'r as, I can'sec now, the 'effect 'on India., of any proper settle­
ment'must be bad .• 

But I cannot see very far. I have never been so 
bewildered. And I do now lmow where to start to tell you ,the 
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thousands of tllings. The first few days .in Ind;i:a~ I .was. mildly 
stupid, and then, ins;tead of recby~ririg, I 'relapsed .iI,l~oinfantfl­
i SIn, when .nothirt'g a~al,J:" ~el1t r:i'ght • ..~uckil!?' no '~''r'e~~~ ,q~~~ge 
was done in', persgnaJ.· rel~.Yi:In,s., ,and, I g'ot:::onYf,e~;l~,':w~th~'th~:;' Indians 
I met • But. the .r.e'al·,hUrd:le"is yet "to' -:'co~fe,",as ·'>'~·Jl~·V:~:rt6t teet 'met 
the Nawab~', .' . .' .,' ," """ 

n ,'c' ~,.'" ..... '::. ." 

. I 

Bombaywas,a . strl/ge".'plaq:'e',:: .¥6u,~now.that i~ 
was one amusement of, mlne~hile t -was>at D,uf~y t s~':t'offnd):)ut ,by 
looking round why a town exi,sted -- if the 'river: ~xpJ.ai'ned.1 t, 'or 
the harbour, or the :,ri.a tural resourae's". - ap.d hoW the,s~ things , 
dominated the :lay-out. But I, could never f,ing, my~ waY,r~und. 'Bo'mbay, 
,right up tq' the,',1.ast . day. ;It is ,set on"'ari~, x: island, and, with 'a 
v~stand -alr!io~teD:lpty', mainland .j:tist '. bver. .. 'the:~-bri.d<ge" .th~y·are, at 
irtuiiens ~'_. c ~s t'r . re'c1aimi~. land' ~_rom·,the,_, sea·.:~ ;"9n ~{li'~'."l:'and ,:', :they, 
.are' building 'huge blocks,::9f .. moder.nfsmus'.flats",:'unt-il:'th~·'sky-liner'" 
isbeginflirig.-to resemble ,'New 'York •. ·Rents. ar-e eXhqrbitant;. ,-1 }" 
asked near~y everyone, but lib one' c'culd. say why ,it 'was necessary ~ 
to add to a Sub .... cbritinent in order that none-toO:'rich people could 
live 'at great cost. The rest' of Bombay is people •. Atnights th~y 
sle:epin thou'sanss :a:lloy~rthe, ,'pavemants. During·tne, d'~y-, __ th~y '1: 

. ,se~v:~,ln ~he $hops,:C?r>,~~'l:V'on the~,;s:t;;r,?ets,~6r ~,,6r~,. ~¥~,~!le.'~W:El.,Is" _ ( 
""or· ~it,about._ ..... TtJ.e· chaw+'~,\>o~, Qro~~n,~down,_ r:,!l:t~+n~est~9:-'t~n~p1en~~:,_. ~~ 
"'J,:-;bU.'.l~d:tng~a. r~ _nq~';'>,b~,~- en9t1g~,'·to 'hC?ld'·~, t~em; ,all,,- :B:];~tl1o~ugh:;;they,~ -, ~f.~~,S1.P. ~~_" ~ 

. '-nine, and ·ten to _a To·om'.".' " ".. . . ' , . ..> _.~ 

Wit~al,_Bo~'i:;)ay is the,most expensive tmwn I 
"', have. ever .been to. A Rupee:. (1/6) goes nowhere •. Th;e~f~ual price 

1n-tAe:,p'oputa-r.:c1riemas, is' ·3/6.~, ·.Yo.u··~a~:.o~r '~lilggage ~th'ey';' c~arged 
'us":lb/6'e~gess":<?n, 1 ~ .~rom·. ~9*-bay·:.t'o,':S11'oP'aI,. : £9~.10:9'a. week.- ,for 
a two:-r'o6'rtied ·'udfurnished·,r'la,t;Jjs.:c'bns1dered .,fa~irlY .reasonable. 
In fact,' ·:~the . onIYche'a"p:, t)i&ngs.:~·Jt.:I·"':sa:w' ,inlB_bmba~::·~vler.e· theprqs­
titute's' .:behibd·~~bars· 1nGr'an~-':Road,· who self:ro~~their's~--wareS·for :' .. 
5d.: ,And.: yet, of', cour~e,:the .·.mI11..;;,hand earn~:':',1/6 'p'er;day,'a.nd ,keeps 
.Ei 'f~I~¥.:'6n it,.-, Congre's~ s}ty,s that1t1e wi,1:1::l?e~a~)I~·,to-'~keep his 
'family even better when Prohihi tion is int~r'oduced· into, Bombay" ,6~' 
Aug:ust, 1st. Bomb~y is" governed by Congress,' ,~and thls'liqu9r:.-a.a,!I . 

. w1J:.1/"Oe'thEfir fl.rstblg. 'le.g:t-Sl~t'1on. The .~Pa:~~sees·, ,.whC)'; :appa:~'et:ltly 
're~i'llY..]:idl'd,the·.j)os:rtton: . .-In:Bombaythat tne::J"ews 'were' sl(id:, 'to:'. 
'occtipy '.in .. 'Germany,.:·a~;e' ::t~~:9US~ 'But the·~:es.t:():f~h~9PPQsl:t'~~9n ' 
is~ . tongue. tied -. neither _ the'~'Hindu 'nor Mohfirnmedan r,elig,ions ,allbw 
d~lnklhg'~ So,· aJ.,though. al~" ·the:,.·parties hat'e·brie. a.:nothers ,. guts, 
thesubj ect catinotbe d-isctis sed, except on a' high legalistic plane. 
Aubr,~y has ihterytewed the Minister responsible in Bombay, and 
the Muslim Minister ~ of a previous Government in the same post, 
and he will tell you whether there is any justifica'tion for the 
law. 
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Everybody admits that , the creq.it ,arrangements 
of Bomb'B.y,areina~ fine ,mUddle ..The'men"whoa'ctuallysi t, 
behind frui~: ~bB~*-,e:ts:" '1n;cr*w.~oI'ci:.f4~r~et':~'a~n4. ,p;ri~!f:e~" ~~,goesc' 
have th'eirt"elepnone- ,t:u'ckeq,"behing" -one' ,of, 'the: ~:bas~e-t,s,and': ~deal 
in c'on'tra:c:ts 's'om'etimes to thousands "'of'p'ound$'.:Tp.ese' ,m~n' 
may hav'e houses (in their"brother:'s name) ,oh- M~l'ab~r 'Hill, 
the millionaire's row of m~~y-loggiaed, old style 'Indian 
houses with interIor courtyar~s. T6morrow thes'e ,t:narket-men 
may be' bankrupt ,or 'trebly> 'fich'. They-pav.e a week" s credit; 
it ,'theyfail·, ,they go barikrupt, and' c'art-yon.' 

::The rest. ,Y,o\ican imag-:ip.,$::~'yQ'\l,'.~~e.Y?rhear 
Indian musiC,' 'hot"j'fizZ 'ha,~:,";r:e:pllt,ced Itf' t~e:qp;+y""dancd~n.g:'"l,f)', 
ball-ro'om;" the Erigli'sh'ou't,', of, 'm~nY ,~buth,s.' i~,' wel~~nig'h.::p'erfeot; 
the ignoranc'e of India 1s coles'sal - I did start t'elllng, them 
about India, but it was too hot. ' 

Today is Monday. We suggested to our guide arid 
g:ene~al m~nt6r 11ere that he should " take' :,!-IS, to' ~~:h.e~ai}.chi stupa" ' 
6~ Wednes;day ,;"apd',he, asked,,',vrere:~',Y;C?,,:.:iji,~ s~'c~,:"a;::;hur.'ry,·t',FIe ,~s:a ,::rat' ,:, 
,mart' ~named" Mahlrttid:,and'.' no "la:ziet.:':,thari' ,anYone,"'e'ls,e,-:here~.' It,i': ' ".-j 

'assumed' that 'we" ,shail be :ffere throughou~ ,tne"~IIiorisoo~'-,;,~aIid 'that 1',1 

we 'shall (at gre'at lelsur'e) proceed' to v1sft the other .Princes, 
'Gwalior, Bikaner, Jodhpur -, Ja'lpur, Kashmir ,Hy:derabad and some 
otherS. 'The day star.ts' at 6.30' a'.m., stops at ,1;0 a.m., starts 
again' at ,~p~m. and, then'"you had b,e'tter go to bed early if you 
care to ,Be' ,up' at' 6 a.m.' 'tomorr~w • ~ 

, You V'till':get,s'ome c,onceP:t1on of the sud.'d~h change 
f~orii Bombay ~o', he're \vhetf,Ttell'YQu' that;~--whe,n ,:we pas's i~ ,9~r, 
pYjamas~long~.the porch:g,ua~r'ds s.:prfngto;:'a:t't-Eintio~, tMt:W,e, have 
different cars for" ,different times' 6f the day, tqat ea'ch evening 
at 5 p.m., We have to attend' the hockey matches wfth the Ministers. 
I may, not know, better, but to me· this is a dream town. It is 
on two. hills, on the, side 'of a great~ake, :~and the 'wf1'ql~ thing is 
¢insrets,' <;lom-e's:, SaracefIiic forts'ap:d~blds<s'6m~ _The',h~'ad,':g;ear 1-5 

,the 'j."e~z'.: ': IJ;l.,,:,t~e':~y:e'n:l#g.,·:th.e" Perslan ,car,tfe,ts ,ar'e ,: lcLfq.~and 
,th'e' grea·t,of::,:th'~" st'a,t¢:,:,watch,"the' ,Jousting', ',~mat:ch(jt 'hockey' sticks 
\vi th much app~dDation ." " ", ' 

It cannot 'be said that the city of Bhopal is in 
too good ,a cotidi tion. Most of the ,proud' P,ersian architecture is 
faintly dela'pldated. ,But the' wa-te~ is pur~, arid Bhopal ha.,s 
four fac'tQrles,: includ~~ an iq,e, __ c'ream'fac:t6r~:~ Ne,arly the whole 
state, t's' 'el'e'ctrlfi ed, ,afida. IDert'al, 'road" ,'runs ,thr'o,ug,h, the 01 ty • 
Most of the :,thfngs to g'ee '!ind.'hear s're Mus];'im,' :but the Hindus 
a're a-ctually in' the maJmri ty • 

On the other side of the lake 1s the jungle, 
where there are tigers, cheetahs, panthers and so on~ The whole 
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count~y is fu~it~;_of·_snakes:, aJld the~ .. tlIlle: i"s~ not· far .of·:f:when I 
shall' see my-'"~f'[r~: rat in·:~Indla.· 

",_ .,~ I ,. " , . 

. ' ,You ,say in:your.letter~ tha't'w9: 'at least are doing 
something, but so far, mov+n.g from plac~' to place has not con­
stituted 'ddling anything. ''].'he. ho'spi tali ty is overwhelming, and 
the hea~tat this .-time of ·the -:year is so oppressiv'e that ~rre just 
now beginning <t"o~"come up.·the>:cr~.h~r slde: •. ',. '.:." ' . . 

',. - ... . . .~ "" ~ " ... • '"': ~._ : T . 

. '~. - ;We;,~think"9~"':1'qfi ·.a gr·~at:,·9-ea;i..· •.. ·. '~:.W.~·· ~~~e·:'always 
saying that·:thi~'s Or .. :,~hat·::"wo\i:la appeal' :-to.~N¢>r15e.ft.:r:alld:> r:<kirbvl that 
so fEfr I have' failed: to' convey ·tb 'yc>u' the:' ttas'ci-nat16ri6f -thfs 
place, and how"it would interest you. How.right i 'was to want 
so much to c'ome here. 

I, 

This bewilderment will 'pass, and faculties return, 
.and me~nwhil~ "'you .. ¢ust. "tell me more' .ab~ut youow~ dOi~S'- 'bythe .'~ •. '",:_ 

.' way_, I~ fo-rgot, to mention .the·boat,,-~· it; wa?:f a ,cra.shingbo·re, and _ 
'.ha:~l.·.w·~:;,n6~. me~t· som.e· ·s·4rgepn$'::bn~tpeir·':way .. to thei;rp.oonr·a:nd· ' ... :, 
'~~lit'a1:y·',s'f~tforis ,,:w.e;)vollltlt -su:r·elY-:··':hav~' tnro~' ::ou.rs.:elY:~'s, .. ping~:;;·' . : 
'.pong·bats·; and ,all, <di1Jermoard:;·~ I' had'sempiternal 'indigesti.on' 
from the fr'ozen food, and 'the' boat passed every ~nteresting 
sight in the' d'ead of night. if 

'. '.. Another ... by the way •..... Af,t.er m~qh~etiq.!ilrY·,: w'e 
manag'ed.:t6··dig·':~up,a· ~Sh():wl~g, of :j~4e:~u:~ erati, . .-dtama>;~n·~'Bbinl?'f4Y.' 

"The" :,a1idl:.en~:fe ,.we-re·,most~Y :.Qc?:rlg:s~s:~:t;m~p:r.l:rl': t,y!e.lr~GaJ)dhi·)C~ps,; : 
'wlth' tl:le~r yiives -<and: b~bi·es:~·-.·;~'~hey.dlplaye·d, a:t: ·:;t~e'~;1JofC.orflce·t, 
ab.solu't'elY tit): '-we1:c·omet~s' .• · .. ,The play 'wa~'~x a~ . ~o?ialdr:3.Ih.a, 
'about the' e.vil effec·tsofm·oheyand Europeanisati'on, played 
mos tly by' men. There' were '~6ri1y two women' i~ the: cas t, and . 
the ugl-ies't rien took the :womeri'sparts.. Th.e overwhelming " 
fmpr'e,ssion (What with.·the·n6~t~y, .. eating:fuid drinking ~UdreIl:q:e:, 
~:li~id :.the .. st~pto.r.i~an del~verY;:6t ·the.:·:a-¢tor:~fan.d!.:·.t.n.:¢. "stY:¢:119math1.t;t 
'oJ, .-:'~ne·".dial~gp:~, and,:. t~e:·;.:tn~er~~p.e.r&ed:.· ch9ru.ses.)):.:vfas,-,.:~~a t .:~we' . 

. we.r~.:~fe.e·ing:· a)~rnqs t . e·JC.a;.c~lY ·a.·:per:ro·rm.a~·¢.~~·:~:-:()f:j · .. ·~fly') Ar:i's.~ophlines 
·In·~·Gr:eektlmes'::.' Tne,:··hilmous··waS·of··.the: .-s:[mple·s:t··\an~: __ m()sy· bofs·t--
er'bifs,:and the '-pathos' pr.of:O~(t •. '" ··The ·.must~q:.:w;a:g:.,':p'dpiil~~ :'~a'-~d . 
fr eCluent • Theaudienc'e .,:cclapP'e-ci ,cheered· a~d: ·whfs·tJJ3d·· every' 
satiric quip slung at them across the orchestra. BY dint of 
much persuasion, and sitting ?round, ·we managed to get s'ome 
phboographs from back .stage,. atb the performance a week later • 
These photographs are among the most interesting 'things'· we have 
so' 'far got. . "', .' . 

. , I have kept this lette:r~ 'galliK, on and off, all 
day long; XErixif~DxEaJ!LXMJtEatK1fxtkRX:.tiJmfx:.bix~ and the rest 
will wait until we meet by afr-mail the next time. 

. /" t 

~ .~ rA-~ ~ 4'c:~yJ1.." 
'"--~:I!:...---,-.-----... ~----.. ----.-,---.--- _. __ ~~ -.- -... , -... --.... ---
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My dear Nprber t, 

. . ":. Yo?rnust. Iio~' ·t:ake:.'mY..~ 'd:bfitf±iaU~4,.>sf]Lence ··t~9. mean·~·:'_: 
'I havefor·gott'en'~anY'thirig.·· On 'the~ ·~ont'rarY~~·· :t'~:r\ein-ember ~y:ou "·.and ,.' 
what 'you have· .. said,-'ev'ery· day. . '7No~:I will'not'write 'at--l'e'ngth' 
until I am sure that lam moving on solid ground.' . 

. " In fact,. th~ t~oyg.r~;t ,that .. ! 'shalQ,:ul~ima~e~y .. ' .. 
state my. f1n9-1ngs to ;;·You:.act~s~s·~·:.a.:.:·9hecl~;~h;.s:t~line:ss • What \ .' ", 

~:~~~~~;~~-: ~~ .. 
~uccess:ftir:>:·t·6Cchat:t~r~:rii''jmy·s,:t+c.~;1!· :Ek~ogtC'al~':t~:e's:::an:d 'to;:'-:'" . . . 
fbrm"ulat·e, mon's~trous~ lie:s "~·Mma·.nre·an·s n6·;.··~·rrior·e- -~t·ha.l1.--t·ha~t··· -one- :'i"s ", 
'a man of this;od~~wo~ld. 

H~re I am in the midst of ~ preserved 
feudalism: .1 shall describe it when I hate. managed to See it. 
E walk each. day from ·the Palace:.to :the vlllage .at the gates. 
At ·the moment" Jcan .s-'ee>one.":and then the," other: -r.. c.an·.ge·:t. -no 
mente. 1. vi'ew pf,[.·the ·b6.th. together. Like. a: :camera .lens,-:the·· . 
-angle of mY"'mlhd ,is: nc)t Wide enoug!l:.· 

.: You know tha t my mind 'i S ~" funda"merrtally 

I 
1 
j 

J 
··-1 

.. anti-social, ami: Philistine and ·Fascist! .t was onmyv'ery best. 
behav~o'uswhe'ii . I came to-India:' Li'be~a+~~~nd~.d'~, _In.~e~.e!3ted' ~n .. the:;. 

, ~urviva~, of" cu·rtureJ· "d:f's'::tr~~rsed'at tf.l.e· eVi+d.:en:c~:-<?f .~6:v.e~~t;y .• :' '0., 7:~,I,j 
Ehue::·:fuKgJ!x :;fugaces' ;~. ·theliber~l. phase is" .:go.:rl.e;'·-;:an(l~ 1'~?fiJ:', :-'. '·.f~ ,~ ~4.~' 
ina r~ot:6us··Iii'o'od:C)f.~:·;praf:si-ng ~y~.ry'·evidenc:et6f W~'s~'erhls:at1;6h)' 7:"" ". ~i 
lis~en~ng.·to. thejazzmus·~c.,· a.~~:rlng·. ·the,.~od'~rn/·'ar·chit~~;t.ut~, 
talking English loUdly and c'onfid'et;ttly" refustng. to be s'ubtly 
Oriental ( that makes me sick) ,arr'-ogantly mainti'ining my 
stand among savages. Do not'sudden" interrupt. I am right. 
I am following the trend. To don anything else is to go ·ag·ainst 
the trend, to be tourist , to belEng':llsh.,-.;., ·paradoxical,. of . 
course. I was:,'niiserable until I saw the ·paradox. Iam'··.~eg±nrti:q.g.·';.' 
to enjoy Ind£a" now that:I have aq.mitted i l t to myself. . " " "', 

. My danger' was that· ram like Hitler : r only .see. 
like THAT • (You remernber)Suppqsing '·THAT .is' contrary to·:wh~t·· Is'. 
Di-aster.' For days 1'thoughtftwas. I was romahtlq. T did not 
maintain THAT narrow vieWpoiIit·.- Then-- illusion vanishes-- my 
view·is their view. 

More soon. Keep well. Tel~me the riews. You 

· ... 1 ~ • 4', 

, 

know I consider you one of the greatest inen ibf the age. Genuinely. .~1 
~1 
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c/o All India Radio, 
Bombay. 

If you've wondered ",rhy I haven t t wri t ten to you, 
that shows you ununderstanding.' I should have done I l{now twenty 
times over, but I must put a brave face on it, and say that I '. 
write for my living which leaves my wrist sore and my mind be-
fuddled with half statements and evasions.' Such hackv~iting won't 
do for talking to you, and I've put it off for I don't know how long 
from day to day, until nOVi I don f t kno\r; whether I can even make 8 
semblance of saying what I think. Lope da VEga isn't in it: Aubrey 
and I have written betw~us nearly four hundred fifteen-minute 
plays in the last year; and now when I'm vrri ting to you, I am pausirg 
before each line, finding it difficult to make a straight statement. 
I have spent more than a year outdoing Shaw, putting six liars one 
xxgtNx against the others, and not worrying whether the truth 
emerges. It gets in the bones. 

I have the haziest idea of what you are doing: I 
hear that you are going to Oxford, I wonder why, (;{OU know I took 
one look at the place and fled, afterwards receiving the news that 
I wasn't wanted anyway). You don't imagine that even AAXJQCNMxxEax"'kmr 
your brains w&ll survive Oxford, do you? Surely it would have been 
better to have gone to London, and to have found yourself in Cam­
bridge, becuaffiin the resultant muddle you might have found some 
quiet in which to educate yours~f. I expect an apologia by the 
next post. Nobody says whether the scholarship was in English 
(which would be terrible) or in History (which would be better, 
beeuase once you learn what it is, you never want to make it), 
or in that best of all subjects for persons in our station, Imitatio 
Patricii. However, I was overjoyed when I heard, and ·my ex cathedra 
pronouncement to you is this: my boy, your eldest brother has now 
reached an age when it has become apparent that he will do nothing 
in living, and for christ's sake do something yourself. 

A joy that I miss in never writing letters is the 
joy of talking about myself; and I·shall now give you a brief resume 
of my dggringolade since arrival in th.is godforsaken country. I 
intended that this letter should be beautiful and sad. Starting off 
with an opium laden quote from Baudelaire, about tun irnmense 
decouragement, une sensation d'isolement insupportable, une peur 
perpetuelle dtun malheur vague, une defiance complete de mes forces, 
une absence totale de desir, une impos ,(31 bill te de trouver un amuse­
ment ~uelconque. Je ne me rappelle pas ~tre tombi jamais s1 bas'. 
and alter that sweet incense of self pity, I was gping tompass on 
to a rapid description of the high hopes I enesrtained when the 
boat came out of Liverpool(vvith quotes from my ovm verse) and ending 
with a bitter account of my present state (including the present 
measurement of my waistline). However the mood has passed off. 
(Only eMplicable by the fact that today I have had a diarrhoea, 
and my Freudian undergrowth has probably explained that I have 
already created enough toidy, and that a plain statement of facts 
is now as much as my faculties are capable of.) 

How can I write to you? It's too long by far since 
I saw you, and everything that has happened has put space between us .. 
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I don't understand much 
or in prison for a long 
things must have jumped 
You 'Write to me. 

nowadays, it is as if I have been in hospital 
time. Your emotive capacity and grip with 
far ahead of mine during the last year. 

You have ,emotionally jumped forward I imagine tiE a good 
ten years, and while I was away, we became of the same' generation. 
Now we both now that the operative thing was that we both lived' 
in the same twenty years (the other difference in our ages no longer 
counts) in T. S.Eliot f s 1 tvrenty years largely wasted, the years of 
Itentre deux guerres f • Heve you made anything out of it? Poetry? 
Or is it all praxis and no poiesis where :lOU are: you see hOO';.~much 
I don't know.. In a way you are better off than I was: ten ye~i,~s 
ago everyone was shouting at me, believe this, opine that, join "'." 
this, make up your mind on this and that once and for all, thinlr! 
and nowadays noone at all does any thinking, noone cares what you 
believe or what you donlt believe, so long as you do the Durward 
correctness; and so you are free. Or am I wrong again? 

Now it's the day after that last par was written and I note 
with interest that it contains one quotation (unnecessary) and two 
Greek words (pedantic, and anyway implying a misunderstanding of 
Plato). To crown it, there is a paternal note which I abhor. Let 
us get o£f the Chesterfield. . 

Now for my CAREER. I started in a small way and worked up. 
So did my waistline. Now, i f you met me, you would find me 
complacent, wellbehaved, discreet, hypocritical, pontifical lapSing 
into advertising manager ~am0Ki~ pomposity, I can raise a neat 
eyebrow at other people's misdemeanours, I reserve low tone~for ~e 
truth and an oratorical fervour for lies, and I am described by 
the C.I.D. here as 'eminently reliable'. Je ne me rappelle pas 
etre tombe jamais si bas. 

We embarked on the diffusion of op~n~ons by radio by 
producing each evening a fifteen minute dramatisation of the dayfs 
news, acting it and producing it, and in time we became so famous 
that abuse of us appeared in the newspapers every morning for months. 
The anglophiles abused us for supporting the war, and the nonviolent 
nationalists x abused us for not supporting the war. (This is liter­
ally traa, consistency' is not an Indian trait.) H ... ~ce Vie peca.me , 
the most talked about people anywhere, and our salaries increased. 
Which redoubled the abuse; 'vyhich, in its turn, looks as if it I7Ji:gkt 
may redouble our salaries. At the same time, I had control of the 
Hindustani broadcasts, and as I don't know more than s'ix words of 
Hindustani, this was a great success. (A contradiction in :.terms is 
a wow here, royal road to success). I~ri5h I could sens. you sooe 
of the headlines 1 MENON AND ROllmON DO) THIS' MENON AND ROV{DON DO THAT f, 
but theylre too big. In this regard, this is probably the most 
hilarious time I shall ever spend. The standard of the press here 
is low, but inventive.. Last we·::.k the radio station ~)layed a piece 
of music called ~Panis angelicus', a.nd a very flattering review appear­
±H ed in the press thepext morning - 'An exqUisite rendering was given 
of the famous 'Pallis and Jellicus', and of Sibeliusfs 'Valse Trieste'. 
You're wrong: it was written by an Englishman. 

Then 'Ne ':;,went for a holiday, a few days in Goa, the place 
where Vasco da Gama landed up when he first got to India. It belongs 
to the Portuguese, it is pretty and dirty. There is an abandoned 



3 
city lying just putside the main tov.rn, of ca.thedrals, c,i}nvents 
and monasteries, all in the finest Spanish Baroque style, huge and 
white, a grandiloquent assurance of the obstinate belief that 
christianity can be transported lock, stock and cathedral, into 
anywhere. Grandees lived there pretending it was home, and now 
when you clap you hands there, bats two and three feet across crash 
in hundred out of the trees and the belfries. 

(I can laugh. What else aro I do but the same, as the grandees 
I mean. I surround myself with books from En~~d, gramophone records 
from England, picturereproductions from England.) . 

One midnight, in a full moon, six of us went up the river, 
got drunk on vluptuoD.S Portuguese wine, and nearly upset ttl,e motor 
boat with political squabbling. The palm trees on the bank looked 
queer, as if mocked up for a film set. They were like black frets, 
and would have been rather trivial if everything hadn't been so 
huge; the' echo of the motor boat was tens of miles wide, and the 
jungle - well, you get used to jungle, but not when itts a big as 
this. The cathedrals on tr.e hills sa:sr ten miles mray looked like 
a ghost story, or like French romantic verse. I could run my hand 
in the Vlater by the beat and pick up the minute phosphoerescent 
fish. \i\1hen the hand is cupped and held to the eye, they spark~e 
allover the fingers. Then my hand hi t something rJ.8.rd and knobbly. 
Endeavou~ing hard to stop my teeth biting into my heart, I casually 
asked, tAre there any, by any chance, do you think, perhaps, 
crocodiles in this river!' My wine-providing host answered'Yes, 
thousands of them, thousands'. 

After that purple patch, "vve returned to Bombay, but before 
that tell Norbert that one day' while I waS shaving (we lived in a 
couple of huts, very primitive) a rat ran over the shaving soap, and 
I WENT ON SHAVING. Eve:": my repressions are repressed in this new 
bourgeois glory. We went back to radio, and did you hear me broadcast 
from London, on one Sunday morning, when I said Harmy 'eadquarters. 
The recording man from London braadcast back grudgingly 'Hundred per 
cent intelligibility, but tell him for God's sake be more careful'. 
I do hope you or Mum or Dad heard my little contribution towards the 
brightening up of the BEe prograw~es. 

The latest baby that I suckle is the French broadcast every 
night from here to Europe. (Pick it up one night, 5.30 Greenwich time, 
I don't speak of c:ourse, but you'll know I'm kic.king if not alive). 
This isn't drama, it's newspaper work - fussing Reuter telegrams 
together into some semblance of news. I forgot to say it's on L,.tf"4 ~ 
thirty three metres. U ~ J ~ f~ 0.... ~ 9 ct.AU ~ -;v:..~4uc2i:.. ~~,I __ . 

Here is the rest of the news: probable that a selection 6f our 
radio programmes will be published in the autumn or winter - no liaison 
left with Europe, so they will have to published here - dead end. 
Will send a cmpy for YO-L,l.r derision. 

There are a. couple of friends here, svelte daughters of one­
time High Commissioner in London, who posed me questiontDo you know 
your namesake, Maurice Rowdon?' I admitted blood relationship. 'You 
don't mean to say that youtrethe brother of Maurice Rowdon?' I 
admitted that I did mean to say, and it a.ppears that they think .very 
highly of you as a poet, and the new regard to me as the brbmher of 
Maurice Rowdon has onll recently died dovIn. 'Nhich is only reasonable 
seeing you have published nothing for a locg time. TVh:y- not? And 
they adored your photograph. 
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Re your photograph, Aubrey wrote a very lovely play 
about it, and put it on the air, calling it tPortrait of a young 
man smiling', and giving the most accurate details of your 
conversation on Charing Cross Station when we left. I played 
you. 

About this being in India when I'd rather not, I find 
that I do~ted out some verse on the baat coming out, like this: 

II know that I have dreamt and gone again to seeming places, 
squandered all my now for soon, 
and, Alexander into Asia, burned my boats, 
and turned my back on IDoated faces, 
on you wh6 have no courtyards to your hearts and no gates there, 
who ha.ve your pleasures stored and let no others near! 

If I knew that India was a s:eeming place, why did I come? 
and is it true, what I said about the english, or ha.d my ta.il got 
lodgsd betv:een my legs? 

Nowadays, I grab at dying things. Mathematics and the 
l{indred philosophy you remember I used to read, I stil ~ read, at 
intervals, but it is all old stuff, nobody does anything new .. 
And you cannot eE:pect anyone with any ifanseto follow any other 
poetry besides, say, Eliot and Rilke. The flouncy upper-middle 
boys write school« magazine stuff. I might give you Dylan 
Thomas, but is it any use reading nice words cloaking such abysmal 
ignorance? Auden 1s a journalist, with the spirit of a Calverley. 
Spender, obsessed with his own profile, gets published too easily_ 
McNeice makes a pretty advance o~ the Georgian tradition, but 
he makes all his poetry up. That doesn't say what I mean, but # 

they all get their inspiration fcom one another's poetry. Except 
for Day Lewis's translation of the Georgics - I thought it 
beautiful, and I was algmst ~onvinced, so I got Auden's Another 
time, and £&L J I" puis not as good as Alexander Woolcott. 
And did anyone write any music in the last ten yea~s? I believe 
one or two of Stravinskyts more triv~ pieces came in that time, 
but nothing else (Bartok perhaps, and Sibelius, who's an island). 
Is anytr.:.ing more worn out than surrealism? The monotonous filigree 
of Finnegan's Wake, as far as I can see, merely scribbles away on 
the surface of everything.. One catchpenny biography of Joyce claims 
that the book is based on the writings of Giambattista Vico and 
Giordano Bruno. How nice it must be to be really educated:!. 

All right. Sour grapes. 
Now this is ten days later. You notice I take good care 

not to date my lett6rs. Because this is hov.' it alway-s is - ever 
since I wrote the words tsour grapes 1 I've been caught up in a lot 
of time-wasting oogy-bloogy which it vl~o1.i.ld bE; tiresome to report. 
Nowadays I'm so disc'ontented with everything I do, that I don't even 
dare reread this letter, for fear I tear it up. Why one should not 
be content to live miles from the c entre of a volcano during eruptton 
I do not know. But it's so. And as for India, it is a fake civilsat­
ion. Nothing here at all except a long, long tracililtion of bad qualii¥e 
The languages - myriads of thEm - will not express anything. Buckets 
of prissy ~:tK mysticism. The a.rchitecture is abominably m8.tter-of­
fact, a prosaid piling of one stone on another. Sculpture had a 
short burst, of painting there aretmotheaten examples in the whole 
country - and these haye a dreadful ca.lligraphic sameness. 

/'.,i 
;0'::. .. // 
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Heligion is everywhere you .t.ux..tread, boneheaded people bowing 
and scraping, gabbling over and over and over and over and over 
the same ululations - an earnest lady asked me, Mr RO~Ndon, what 
will your impression of India be when you have left i t.~ and I 
ansawered: millions of raised behindsf and she thought I was 
being wi tty ( earning illy drink).· If you calculate how many 'mill:im1t S 

of times the words Maho¢mmed or:Shiva have been ululated in a 
rasping tenor to the disease-laden air, I should think only ~ row 
of beans would stretch as far. The poverty here is appalling, but 
the upper classes are alive to it, in Southern India they have evah 
gohe so far as to throw open the temples to the untouchables. 
Ehe standard of eduaction is appalling too, but great efforts are I 

made, and every year we have more educated men and women - teduca4~ 
means able to recite multiplication table up to thirty or forty 
times and to get at least six standard English books off by heart. 
Of course, what the British should do with India is to push it 
in the sea:~ The inhabitants would make a better impression on 
the world as sea anemones. 
Once I believed Trotsky t s analysis of an old country reborn, v;hen 
he makes much of the idea that a backward country can summate a 
hundred years of a civilised countryTs progress in ten years or 
even five. After the event, Russia can compass in five years what 

England took thirty to make. So the theory goes. But it is all 
wrong. APP8Eently a country has to earn its assets. India has had 

~. Rad~, railways, roads, irrigati~n, science, modern flats-, everyt~ 
. '~nded to it on a 'plate. No;;~ody in India ever did anything to 
.:,#ike, these things; so, the~set ,no va.lue by t;hem, what comes so 

"'t,'<'; eas Uy can be '~icked around. Ra~~o cOIlll'l1ands ,no respect,\p~rdah / 
:ll'<, ""curtains ~re "·put- 6n"',C!'ar'S ., (to keep the balefui eye of the male off 

the women; notices outside huge blocks of functional flats say 
'hindus only', 'Vegtarians only', there is no system of gambling 
known in the middle ages of Europe which isrwidely practJfed among 
business men here, the film industry is used for turning out 
tawdry pre-raphaelite two- hour epics aI' langour. 
Since all the things of thelast two pa.ges are not all that I have b 
grumble at, it is time l")I put a curb on my petulE'nce. Besides, the 
hens in the censors office here will have anything I say all rOU.r.~d 
this parish. And so, before finishing, after saying everything I 
don't like, I uught to say what I like. I suppose it

'
s Alexander 

Pope, two glasses of beer, grumbles and a brbther to write them 
to. I want to see you all again; and one day wanting will turn 
me foolish, and I shall come back to England in a hurry~ Until 
then, I wait for a long record of news from you, I say once a.gain 
how sorr~y I am no t to have wri t ten before, I say it to Ivlum and 
Dad, give my love to them and Leslie, say fl~,..V{riting nov) to them, 
show them this letter, and pleaSe take car~' your ovm self 
specially. 'o.tt ry 9:iL. 

t; 
Give my lcv6 to Norbert - is his book appearing? How does he like 
things? Tell him I miss him - still do. On receipt of his address, 
I shall send him a letter. Entirely fiithout obligation. Trj and 
phone Jean Shepeard for me, give }-.l.er my love, find out how she is, 
give me her address. A-'1d Ken..11eth Hall, did :"ou know him? Was he 
caught in France? and Benny, w'as he? Whom else do you knoi:'~' of mine­
tell me about them all. You forget, I'm a colonial now. 

,J 
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Earlsf'~eld':,," 
'·London ,~~'-;' 
,.~, " '. 

\ s. w. is. 
~ , \:,' 

May 1st. 1'94 I • 

Dear Norbert, 

... 
.;, 

Fromyour sil'enee' I as.sume that you have ei'ther 
moved or are in, the process o~~dciing so. 

Some complicatiofr h~s arisen as regards my 
... .." . 

going to Oxford and I shall not be gOing up ~ntil October 
"'after aIm. So that I have some months tn w.hich to learn 
aild ereate-- because I have nih.ch "to crea.te. 
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22 December I940. 

Wiy dear Nor-be rt, 

- - -. ---- ~ ----....------ -- - - -~~ 

Tilmore G-arth, 
T11more Koad, 

Petersfield, 
HANTS. 

--------.-. ---------l 

It i2 so long since I heard from you 

last. I fear that my letter was too long to pa~s 

the censorship department.. There is little for me 

to say., 1 caN only wish that you were still moving 

among the people whom you love and respect; it is at 

least encouraging to hear that conditions are by no 

means uncomfortable where you are. 1 know that your 

spirit and stimulating enthusiasm will not disappear; 
.).' 

I hppe that the: stoutness you have shown in periods of 

misfortune will be rewarded- and by the peo~lp in 

whom you have put your trust. 

1 have not long returned from Cam1?ridge after my 

first attempt at a scholarship. The papers were 

clifficul t \history, of course ) anc~ not entirely to my 

taste. the TUtor has written me an 'encouraging letter 

explaining Xlaoct why 1 did no:t obtain anything; he 

pointed out that my papere were someti~es overladen 

with fact-- an obvious result of'a term of cramming. 

ljut on the whole he was impressed. 1 shall have 

another attempt quite s6on. History is an intrgguing 

-----._-- - -------~-.---.~,_,~ ___ •••• ___ • _..4~ 
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SUbJEct a-nc~ qui te invaluable in an a ttempt to' ga.l).ge the 

significance of contemporarY struggles. J:I,ut I will 

not ta,lk of the comfort which new knowledge" a deeper 

ins~ght, and a sharpened critical faculty gives. It 

has all been said before. 

Is there no chance or your being released'! Surely 

you are in the academic category eligible for release? 

~ut we English, as you have probably found out to your 

exper~se, are perhaps s low to arrlve a t decisions. We 

can only we,i t. Public opinion seems to have calmed 

on the- -internment Question and fewer questm.ons are asked. 

I think it has been claimed that aliens of academic 

distinction have already been released from internment. 

At least it does not seem to be true in your case. 

~ut the attitude of the government on the question is 

favourable and on that we must baae our hppe, 

000dbye my friend, 

1 remain yours ever, 

From- Maurice Kowdon, 
tilmore Garth" 

'l'ilmore hoad" 
Petersfleld, 

HANTS. 
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r\/~Y 'dear raur1ot=J,~' 

'>1 t is a long. time 

me la.st ancr I' have not even thanke d 

7 'Union Hd. 

Gam br i de; ~; 

23(,of decemb<:~r 1940 

since you have heard from 

you yet for the pipe and· 

...• : 

for your ""long letter which 'gave me J 1n fa,ct, v"Jry grea.t pleasure 

as. your letters. Always do. r:ut. w>:;11e I was interned I was allowed 

only tv"I.O let'1iers a week, each of 24 lines and I used tiJC:1 , of raDl 

course, mainiy to pre'pare and to speed .up ill'S release. ~fhen I 

Vias rf?leased,'at: thf) "31st october, I had, at first, all my hands 

'full wi tJh trYiri{~: t·o· g8 t SOlTJ6 v"orl{ and some money. Now I .~ave 

~~ur;c0e0ed, at least teG'loorarll.Y ~and I 'wont t·o senli, you at least, 

& Christmas -lette~. 

I have come out of the camp quite unperturbed 
ahd , if anything, heal th1er than before .... :or almost the only 

recreation we had' was sea- bathing, and of that I ma.de use 8.1-

most to the last day~pr1son l1fe - for that 1s what it was, mnre 
or les9, -wa.s, in u' way, 8. very interes ti ne; experlen C~, thou~~'h 

fi ve and a half months of' 1 t were a. Ii ttle bi t to much, buttl" 1 t 

woul(~ have been' a.lmost, intolerable had 1 t .~aBted much longer. In 

fa.ct, those poor peOlJle \vl'lo' are still interned are :~'e ttloe; more 

an:.~ more despondent, for1.:t is a life without use and w1 tbOl,1t 

hope .. rhe~ostunheppy 'people are ,. of course those who have be2!n 

deport~.~(.;j to Australl~. or'"likeAsik, to Canada anJ~ the :tett,ers vie 

p~et from ·.thA,re are. ;eve~yt'nlng but gay.1'he ·release of Aslk has 

now been ord~red as ... t.he Colie;ge. wQnts to have him back for his 

Job as lecturer,but,ther,~ are' at the moment' no Shipping faclll-

ties Rnd the journ~~ back Is, of course, rather risky.It 1s all 

one great mu~dle~ 

~torie~, from ·the camp ~'·I couldtelJ.' you for many d'.'Ss. 

Peop:t,e who , for '>~,be~! g~eate_x per·t had not .l<nown each other be­

forE: and Who, ht-iq/ 'the;y know.:n eac(l other, would have hardly 
--- .:~ , 

choosen each ot,.he~~ '.', comp~'qy:. for IoniZer t,:·~e.n ten minutes or 

half an hour ~.er.e.J(!ompel"!ied to live t01::·ether, aometimes under 
, .. . ~ , . 

verytrY1ng clrp~r.lf3:tance2' •. ,!,Ltke . shipwrel":ked t>eople on a deserted
l 

islr-nd t1AY hO,~Ji ::/t,:.ei:~ buil l)·}J,. often wit'h v '·r~l ele7"1Antnry mear 



[l community of their oWl1;we had in fact to nhoose lAaders for 

ea.ch· hut or tent, or house or wh tever it was, and, of course, 

for' the whole camp, 'cooke, to do the cooking,. a man, ca.pable of 

running 8. oant.een, if we were allowed one ( all money was taken 

a.way for a while )e'be. e'b'b.~~;e were eo to say a primitive 

community in the making. y~u could observe how a ~~ 

bureaucrao;y was growing up and , sometimes .• a higher caste, how 

a man came to be a. uleader tt, in whl ch wa.y pe ople adapted 

themselves to new and much more primitive ciroumstanoes or, for 

t"'at ma.tter, were unable to do eo etc. In a 'way this camp.was 

a great social laboratory and, for a I1ml ted tlme# not wi thout 
interest for aeociolog1s·t.But I am, of course, extremely glad 

that, So far as I am concerned, the experiment has come to an 

~nd, t,hoogh I can not help feeilng cons tantl:v wi th thoa e others 
whom I bave left behind. 

'And now, my dear friend, after so much talk on my 

own past experiences, I should like to tell you that I wish 

very much to lea.rn h()w you are. Tell me about the' school, about 

your exam , the Bci')olar-ship and the bomba In London. Have 3rou 

a.ny nEnvs from John and from Auhre;i ? ;:""'lease give my beet 

regards to your ps.rente. I hOPA they are well? 

~N1th all my beet wishes 

Yours, ever, 

One of the· few book·s I had with me in the camp was a. book 

you ea.ve me once, HSizl1tta' Tabletalk. I enjogtyed it very much. 

Whenever I was in need of a at&mulatl~s thought I opened it 

(' just 1lks other people theB1 bel ) and 1 t never let me down 

though there are, Qf course, ma.ny- points in which I do not agree 
wi th him. I remember that on our arr1 val at Huyt,on Camp we had. 

to wa.i't a. whole ~aay . .in a big tent till our laggage VJas search0d 

and our money, kn1·fea, watches, manuscr1pts and other dang:erous 
~ 

things were t~ken:' aw1J.Y. We were' all rather hungry as we had 

not had much rood :ri~d we he·d· to stand or to 91 t on our luggage 

r::111 the time as t1:le ... ground.· was rather r~et and :nuddy. I fou~d 
myself sta.nc11nl?- nev:t 1>0 a Viennese a.rt :'1iBto2~len. ~::;() I took 
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~Ly I] e::;:r Noro ert, 

Via GiulL.-'" 102, 
HomE, Italy. 
July lc:th. 

I I m very gl~ta you OOOIT, r eel 'LaO t1I,;1l'Ci c~uout t he fate of' 
your book in Frnkfurt. I met Fr8nzel ~nd his ~lfe ~~ ic Fcnt( 
!ie~L' Lormi a month or BO ugo, ctOei hE is CE}~ti.:'l.inly cc, v~ry nl,of' , 
C1Ce;O-SEfrrlinb, ce' Cf.:',C1E'rrtj_ol~s E\'::'Y't, cf' i..,E']-'scn. I har) no ideu, he 
knew your book and he broached the subject, saying how deeply 
t~keD he was by it; that he thought to make it successful in 
Germany you needed'to illcike some changes, and when it~w~ I said 
perhaps it was rather disclsreeable to change a book one h~d written 
so .long ago he said it wouldn't involve much work for you, I 
didntt quite understand this,-I thou8ht him to say (he has'little 

. English) that they would SUBtest the cuts and so on. He also 
said he felt you were unwilling to have the book go out in a 
revised form and thls he understood very 'Nell, and thought that 
if he belonged to a scientific house he wouldntt sugGest it. I 
didn't ask him how it had taken over eighteen months to arrive 
at this profound deCision because I have learned now what Rubrey 
told me some years ago that publishers' artistic temperaments 
have to be respected. I believ~ your book went allover Europe, 
however, and they had some brilliant opinions of it. Perhaps you 
are right not to give it to them. i-jnnette's mother is here' and 
told me the first day how disappointed they·were that you didn't 
seem to want changEs, because she thought it had ch~nces of being 
a great suc~ess in Germany in a revised form. I just tell you 
these things so that you will make the wisest deCision, clnd not 
a too sudden one. I really think the delay has been due to their 
not wanting to let the book go until someone ha~ sug~ested the . 
right ~ay to reVise it, and Frenzel who is new to the firm (actually 
the head of the F'ischerbuchermi Lexicon---a marvellous product, 

,goiog into dozens of volumes, we will haVE the first sent to you---) 
was the one to apply himself to it thoroughly. At any rate you 
seem to have excited a profound respect amoog them, which isn't 
usually what a publisher's silence meCtns~ But it 1..§ a long Gook, 
Norbert, and they haven't a system for that kind of book. 

Ypu said some Intevesting things some tim~ ago about ~nn Frank. 
When I Wi:::l.S in Berlin this ldarch I took the little daughter ofa friend 
of mine to see it at the Schlosspark Teater and was surpriaed to see 
her giggling to herself every now and again, then she would clutch 
my arm and whisper rUm Gott~ Urn Gott~' but only when Ann Frank was 
imitating the greedy man behind his back or getting up to daring 
trick. And at the end when I asked her was she sad she said rNein~' 
w~th great surpri~e. For the fact is unless you go into the theatre 
w~th the war and the concentration camps in your mind it is only a 
plecemeal. thing. This little girl asked me in a whisper wheh the 
police were storming up the stairs at the end tIs this-the invasion?' 
And the ruins of Berlin ~ean nothing for her, even her own ruins. 

. .... -
&:'·'t 

.. ~." 
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HEr mother has often told her vvhy they are there, but she doesn't 
attach any Lnoortance to them. I was talking to my play translator 
in Germany ab~ut Ann Frank, :whiC~ be translated for ~he theatre, 
and he said how sorry he ha,d been that tile play hadn t come from 
Germany, or at least Europe', with a real cry of pain,in it, instead 
of being a piece of '3roadway clockwork'. I must say the silence 
of the Cl.u6iences in Frankfurt and Berli~ after thE play was strange 
witha dreadful heavy sense of regret. I w~s in the lavatory at 
the Fischers house one m~rning ~nd looked out of the window to see 
bon Fr~bkls fdther arrive downstairs in a taxi, I don't know how I 
felt imuediately'it was him, but I did, and I,~as right;, th~n I heard 
other cars draw up, the senior editor, the head ror',t'he th·ea.tre 0.]; , 
deDart~ent, and others, and I thought how extraordinary all this is, 
the to-do~ the Lnpo-rtant gOings and com~~ngs, t0e contracts, ,the vast 
SUlnS of money (so much that i1nnette' s f,b.tlJer 'ha,s str-artsd c:.:'-'schol·QP~l1ip 
for Isra'eli 's),. becau8,e, of little girl v\~Q.om most of them 1Nould be 
too ,busy to -give more than b passing c;lcthce to" if sh,e ~ere &tliv e tod~y. 
So c' human ~cre4tu.'re is still enou5h... "-, ,," 

I have novi t1eard from. l(rfed erIC' and 1. hope he 'wij71 be c.omine; here 
'in trie r'le:xt.:few weeks. It fs a VErry 10l1g time sitlce 1 heard from. 
hiLn and I ha\Te'in';Lssed' his b~illiant and penetrating Laino. He hi::tS 

periods of absenbeand silence ,'ernd I'"have to, beetr 'f/ith bim. 'That 
is the least b. friendsho~ld be able to ask of one, aft-e:r rill. . r-' - ~,~-" j •• ! ~ 

11,nnette is ve·ry y:ell iCLnd":'·/sen-d:~· ... nE;;::r ~v~ry best wi,shes Clod hopes you 
inight be able tocOii1e to Ro,ne some time 't"hi's;summer.,.;'· B),t' in c:-ny. case 
w~. s~1al1 both be'''c'o'!l1'tng)to Lol1don.

j 
YE:S, Norbert, lIve 'b~en avi'&i~;. i';. 

long{ ,ebough'"i .)It is funny but a.fter'fsci' long; or.le's h~:o..rt,begins to, 
feel starved, noth'fng sli.qwis.·,yopr iillag~ or re:rElction.;~ Everything,' 
Establishes y,our,.,separat\eness and th'eref'0re y,ol.~r .,loneliness, up and 
,down the wh\~lie(~onSeiousness. I haven't really "taus-hem ,iior ~o,Jl_,~ng. 
But an old s,tihool friend 01' mine, an intimate friend at the t~m'e~"-wE1 
were evacuate'd to Hampshi:he, has just joined the'Rome Embassy, and 
~1,;hrn we were wi.th him t he other night at Ostia Ant iea for a performanCe 
of Aristophanes\I did laugh, and it struck ~~~mx me then, how te~rrible 
an exile is. But I had to do it. I had to make a new life, absolte­
ly, and the unspeakable pa.in of doing thCtt, quite alone in a foreign 
city, is over long ago, clnd now there is simply a sadness, and a 
certain sensibility of the nerves. Of COurse it is not like 
exch~nging one country for another in the north of Europe. Latin 
and ccltholic people, espeaially Itallams, and especially Romans, ~re 

,Quit_§ d5.ifferent, so,netirn6S I have to remind llyseld that we spring 
from the same Christian civilisation. But then my Sicilian f~iend 
feels very much etS I do---it is a lone story. ,blso I knovi now that 
I needed so long &..way to be cl~ar, it is good to be clear about the 
world one belongs to, and to know it by absence for the first time. 
R writ er must do that. He' ust, n' t be ctfraid of going right out. 
It would be most interesting~to talk to you all about this, and you 
must know it all intimately yourself. (I hope you don't imagine us 
living in a Forte dei,Marroi isolation all the year round~ that was 
quite unique---a great m~ny people pass through Rome, ~ndthere arE 
new friends every year, but that isn't what you mean, I know). 

For the first ti,Ile in my life I know wl-lat repose means, of the 
mind, bec~use of Annette, and I can get into a long book for the 
~ir,st time and go to j.t every dctY, and thc..t is very vvonderful for me, 
i~()rbert • 

I eNpect' you will be very b"lSY this yei!Cr with the absence of your 
col~eague, and I am hpping against hope that this will mean a 
Prolessorship for you. That would make ~e, very proud, and nobody 
could say that you had missed an"iT of the t .bl 

,'J ' errl e trials to aChieve ttl 
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iJe8.r Norbert, 

Just a quick note before lunch to answer yours. The 
.J.C dress Jl ClU YJant is 

Prof Dr ~d] Horkheiiller 
Instltut fur Sozid.lf'Jrschut15, 
benckenbErb~nl~se 26, 
E; ra n k f urt /Nlc;, in. J,.. 
Hls private address is \";estenstrdsse '79. 

A 

11
1'1E: Fischers are oo,niog 'Od.cl~ ~)n ,Aarch 20tb c~nd .I shull 

enGuire ~bout vour book again. ThEV are Quite likely to s~y 
(b i) tv,; e too ~~ itt 0 n b b fj 0 , '- d :1. d nIt t1 e :~ no ';'1 '(' - -,,:'[ hE C'J you fin ish 
your f~GSh.y ':In .Lduc;(!ter ::::o'Jld you lEt ,IlE ~:now. I VicH1t to 
i~}tE-Y'est l-ieins,:li.:uln, 1i'!ho l.lbve::, lot of uubsil~L.'1:C:y fir,ns ttiEckEr 
c4nd ,=-.r!JUrf::; is :)(lE, for s~~,:tiIiple) iJne of ':I·.'t'lich ,(L}.Lbt v;unt, it. 
1_- ,;C' I" t' 'I~' " "t t. () 0 c:,... 1" e t'l t' i r'" 'I (' t ~ .. ~ C'iT "rl'j ;~-: (J t' Vi'~ I;' t -j'1" t' 11'-1 Cl : c: E j 'I E.' C .L __ 0 t ~ u Io-l V _ .. _:... ~_ '>oJ 1. .• ".' t,,1 1. ....... ......:. . , ..... -i .. J ...... l..J .... l. ... -o\, I--J ..... w • 

H01f..f iIlUch oid I tell you b.bout ,ilY pl2..Y'? 'roe trans16.tion "",;<:;;,S 

Gob b d t 1:1 Ct tit lJ ,:1 (3 t 0 b e SEn t t 0 !:t n e ',:~ per son, S c h n 0 0 r, v,' 11 0 

i;3 ;~) h r i 8 t 0 ; .. / t1 E r F ry 1st r :;. :1 S 1 b tor . I n r~ e i.,/i. e i S E 1 VI; ant S t ~) D 1 Ci Y 
it first, ~it the :rhdlier The,,1.tEr in H=:nburg. loon' t l{oov} 'when 
i s 11 all bee 0 ;!:l ~L :') (~ t 0 L 0 (J d 0 t1 for t h 6 d i v 0 r c e • J= t 1 0 0 t S ,,:;{ S 

though I shdll ~)e goin3 back to ~":l.o,nE bEi':)re rl,n called. But 
1 i i t} e i t 7,' i 11 t) e S 0 ill e tim e t his G~. r i n 5 • YES, t b d n ~~ you 
very ~uch for The L~st Steps, which I brousht here with me. 
;. h' \iErl't" c+·:'-rte/1 'i+ ·;7E ... · ""1 -I:;;.." .... rOll'~~ ';'1~1 ,....:·):.:'-11" t' 1.-,0 .... .:: 1 s" ::.. C"r·e·;,-t'· '"- ,.J, Ii _ w u·::;t . __ ,J. U J ,v, l.. L J. .... , v lJ _, tJ LI laJ' v •. '-'.L... II ...... '- '-" u ...... 

pi leo f' boo k 2 • I IIkl'y cot 0 .6 6 r 1 inn e Y. t ;\: e e k • Let in € k () 0 VJ 

l)Y 6.xprE'ss letter it I CI::d1 do do;/thinG for you tt-1Ere. l~nnEtte 
i s v e r y well. Her b 1 0 0 d pre~; sur E i s c1.1 ,~10 s t nor d Lt 1, W LJ i chi ;3 

:..;stonishing, ,::,nc; she is t~o,L'}G to Derct}tEsC;C,I.rten (}EJSt v/eet{ for 
the ~nnudl cr16clc-up. 'TbE ,1klCJ Vdl0 cu.red her TIlSS l·iitle:c' s persondl 
u:)ct·:)r~ or tl'~e one V!Ll.o looked aft€l'" ti'}E d:~.~;t-2i,je, ,-:;"t least. 
Tv::) i:iLH1f:>;l,rlCl!1 boys "v,:,re here to dinner' lb,st niLtlt, hctvirtt e:3c::J.ped 
{rom 0ud~pest, hdve b liv~inG horror of clnythint husGi~n, ,the 
very sound of' t~;e l,:.tnguage SEel.ilS to ,i.1Ecd1 uf~liness b.nd !Jc.:.rknEss 
for them. Very nice, .g~~~sj~i 5rateful, goodlooking. The 
HunB~rians bre such gODdl0Dkin~ peoale. ~e ~ent to a verv ~ood 
pt;:rf,)r:JcH1Ce :)1' j·iriaone auf Na];s l.(;t~t nir:ht at the O()er~ .• " :,rhE: 
operas here h~ven't been SJO~ this sEaso~, perh~p8 ii 1 s becuusE 
I v Eon l,Y see n V eX' rJ :l, Vi b 0 i S 8 V·? f u 1 in U" e r ;I1C1 n, i "C h:::\:3 t 0 h c: vet h e 
I t ttl i i:;< n 1 a n suo. g e ~ H a v e ,,/ 0 use e n j<j 0 t e b C 0 ~{ 0 f i! Dn e F' r d nt i n 
Lon C 0 () '? lsi t s till r LUl t1 i ng '? I '/.J v e r y .1.1 U C l1 1 i ~{6 t 0 l1 ear db 0 u t 
the 9 e r fJ r:~i Ct nee. 

..:-ill the best froill p, s· Gi.a.e f III I h.~tk', 

fl. \ 5~~ c{;J ~( ~ 

\I~~ 
f --

~'-' J:~ 'a6V 
c/ '(~ 
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Via delle Alpi Apuane, 15, 
Iv1onteSacro, 
Rome I Italy. 
November 10th 

Just a little note to say how ve~y happy I'am ~lth the 
books you ~ent me. As you. certal~ly' are lim up' to my ey~s 
1.0 work--'-II ve' only, manage',q t,Q reaD'. the Lorenz book safar,; 
or rather live dIpped. lnto~ some part8ari~:l' Anh',ett e ha's, dlppe~' 
into others, -arid'-"t'ne'in,: w'e te'll- 'e,C:\Qh: ,othe.r ,:wrrat:v(e know. -~t 

" , l-S' ~ull. of t}~e'~, ~o_'s_~,' .w?~,~~d:el;~~~ ': ~·~,t~gs I -arr~~" ~~~.~'w~~~ , ~ b' g~:t 
t'h'e:o ne-_ h e wr;9t'e:a'bout,:~j-og;~a n Q w.-,I s u:p PQ's.e~ .he,~,a s, ~s'o-m~:" 
1f.lnd' of~, zo6~< worke,r, 1:0( v:renn:a~.f~OLtr.:,'fr.le:n(ls~ --who '·se.e';j,;t"g:-et.. , 
fa,s'Q! natea:' tOO'j·.lf', t.h:ey hav's ~:n~t.hlt:lg.'stmpatn~'t1.&'''l;n :t'fr~gl', '" '_, 

·~at'''al1. ,. Let "me k:fiow 'piease7"a:15' c'nes' 'It ~.ps-S1ol-e What,happen~,d~" 
~lth P:t,tOZES DERC:rV:TLZATION' i&·,c;t'ermany.:' Have you had: a reply? 

- ,Dldyou "neV"er go ·a'ncr see the '~~£:SChers 'tn, Frarikfur:L,'?- . It,woulo 
hay ¢ 'oe"e,n ,v'any, q §1'~.:f\:i.r,~~'o·u~,~.:\~;tl.e:se .p~ B.l l~sh er,s . S e,~ s,omar:ry" -B eo pl e ' 
'it'., d'oeSfn ',;t-·rfl~an"·:llluc;h:'t.o" ,t.hEtf!r,,~:a~ b.Qok,s q:ome .. not' tO~'m~:ap: y'e·'fy;, 

,.",' muoh_f;or.:~theih;~' " ,$6>iJe,rqaps-y;<o:n;: 'secb,no t'hbu-gnt s~ l,t", Y!~"~:, bet·-t~:er • 
Ann.et,t~},~'s·mB,tffer,: sat:O"'~heJ'~ hd'p,ed~" ,t·o, b.,e able to::pubfish t'he:., 
·b:O-Okf ,:but:; 'l-l'fat, ::m:e:aqs, 'nb'taqfhg>,~ ;Itet ~tme' 'know anyway~,,' l';v'I~",;ha:,o: 
s,Q'rue qu it e'de c'e nt,', r ev ,1 ~w eF fr,~o qf G e~rm'any , the' b eS,t' ,f"ro rn Rad(f 0 
Bremen, whlc:h compareo'"me to itLrenger, 'not 1n" philosophical 
depth but 'suspense' and the ,cneat:iol;l of. a,t,mosphere. Bll,t in 
.E.ggllsh':J'uenger, 6 ee;ms very, ,st ~l:te'd_, l won.c;le,r if:ne:. 1 f:'h ,·~,n: Ger.rrniri~ 
-~oo I, .' 'Tha'nk :Y'ou agai·n ,for )~,e~tt'::~n-b5"me< hav~" t.h'e'books,t'h-a:t wIll 
b~,El very ,nlc~ r'ea,d'1"nK<fbrwt',/.:rt.':.~r.~..,;~J; r:e·e·l .. ' r- ehan·rt l,i,ke' Hng"us ' 
Wilsoh';- th,Qugh I ,haveril't.yet,,'r'$·ad trJsl:ng.l~e wo.rd 'byhlm, apar.t 

',f,'rom'rat:her' f'pol1s'hre\it'€'w's"i)\xt perhaps it was the books he 
was talking about t'hat were foollsh .• ' I. was .very happy to>s~e'.e 
you 'in Ranchi, and' will get. irt·touch: with;Y0l:l if' .];:<coInet~to ~. ;:f 
E·nglan€r. I Ishall have to app'E3'arfor thE divorce '.falrl~ .. ~soq[l. , 
sI donlt want' to. talk about Su-e,z~ I .think it burn&:d; ,e.v~;r,y;·"·f' ~~t"J"~_~--1 
t:l:~'rve'ou:t'of" ·tirJ b,ody -~-Ife e'l fver:y v,eri t"l:ped' a:ft~er<l t~ ';, ,··Ed evn 

, ',~(ust "have ,gone t.hrough the u~t'erglost,;'aby s~:pf,~gp~.,.:" -.Ne; r"ll 
st,o.p'ib.therwise~ \~e sha.11 be~~ "tal;k1,ng,<:ib·0u:~:fta:1;.1.a·a.y;o" .' 

Let me 



WITH THE COMPLIMENTS 

OF 

CHATTO & WINDUS LTD 
HAROLD RAYMOND I. M. PARSONS NORAH SMALLWOOD 

PIERS RAYMOND LEONARD WOOLF 

* 
Telephone: Temple Bar 0127 (3 linel!) 

Telegraphic Address: 'Bookstore, London' 

40 -42 WILLIAM IV STREET 

LONDON 

W.C.l. 

1 OF S INS AND 'WINTER 
1 HELLEBORE THE CLOlPiN 

Sent at the request of Mr Rowdon 
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Dear Norbert., 

Villa Ida, 
Ronchi, 
Massa Apuania, 
Italy. 

August 23rd 1956. 
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Thank you for the letter. If an American .. ;-,'>'1 
social psychologist called Herb contacts you ·in I 
Amsterdam could you ask him to give you the words .. , ""j 
of a little poem he recit'ed to me (from Aiken'?) (>1 
on the terrac~ of' thus Villa one morn1ng---he was . 
talking about the ills of Americ:a. I thought it ':'1~.j 

. ~" .. ' 

summed up things 80 wello ~~ 
I'm s~re Hirsoh didn't know that sort of letter ~( 

..... _, .. r' ... ".-.,. _"~~",,. ,,-_-- ••• ..., ._" _. _. :. q.ad. gQg~~,u!!£.,J o~g''3,';,(J, ,dtl}~.!1~r-Tn.~ ·l:!~_~-!._,_~fL:-i.Ei9J~.t~Lt_~~y_. ____ .... ~~~7~::\ 
now, and he s '~iouablya fool. I haven t mentionec!l:,,;.,., .. ,,~', 
it, since it wo,~ldn't 'help anybody, least of all you. i ..,.: '" 

But Hirsch woul::tl never hav'e .att,a ched any importanoe "'J.'~~ •. :'~ 
to the use of Dector. That' 8 qu-i te certain.. ";' :'1 

If you arellp91I1ing to Genoa then we can certainly "\' 
meet. This pl~C'e 1s about five hours by car from }±~ 
there. We migh.,~, meet half way 0 Anyway, tell me ,:}€>~ 
whe'n you are c:Orrt1'!lB into Italy. It would be lo:yely '>~i 
to see y ou agal-~. Venice will be hideous in August. ~~;:'i 
I hope you are QiQo!ted up ahead there. The weather " >~'i 
here has beet. ho1t, with, no rain for nearly a month. ,- 1 

, But there wC;,S s~~e, yes,terday, and today 16 stormy 0 ':~] 
Why a-on't you v~~lt Florenc·e, have a little stay 1n .,. ~~ 
Tuscany, that 1sj.,,~he most worthwhile of all, really /~ 
lovely 0 A jOUn't~~~Mf ~tlgh~ across Italy to Venice .; i 
when there will 'e·'·"moftt}~:t:c5·~:r.J,~~.s se:ems wrong. '~:~) 

How stupilH of -me--- I' ve' rea:(r:·~y'ou~;~.J.~e~~~e:r again '~.f.1 
and see you may e coming to La Sp'ezia Ciou~.aay~.~... "'(j;i~~.J 
Specia, do you m~an La Spezia?), which is Just ,~<: >.':~~'~~. :~,t 
nearby here, onlN an hour o·r two run. That wou~d "".:"\,,;1, .~~~ 
be fine. Of course there I 11 be sun.>·~':':\~'~Y.·~1 

When will you' be in Frnkfurt? Bermann Fischer . ',:~:~~ 
and his wife are, here now but will be bac;k ~here "'," \.~'J 
about 5th of Sep ... tember., If you are there at the .·~)t1 
same t1meyou must mee,t them. I'll ,tell them to' .,~.l 
expect you an.,yway. They've heard about you.. Th.eir ~~:..~ 
addre'ss is Falke:n·~tein~r.st.ra·~¢e 24~, '. 'You q:quld\.'. ," / :1/

1
:,)',,: 1 

f/ '-, '\--'--'",:,.:~l. ,phone up, J~st to'·:ask··,if .. they,·,a.re ,th,ere anyv.{ai~'-.. '" ;"". ", ,. 
,:' ": (. ,T~ere',s'~l'O :p.o1nt~Jn yo'L~#,~. 'm~'et:1,ng";-'an'y'one- eise:71n.~0',the,,,,rto<',_.' .~.r,' .!~ 

1-'" " •• , , :"j'-.;', '_', ., <-',: :Ve~.l!ag 0 '. "ButJ:r 'walit·"';ybU· tp !:fue'et 't-hem'. .},'c'oua;a(n/t~' /:,:' 1 J f',{:' ,~I 
~I" r","','" ·c;,"~·~-try t>o:t)~I··f·""'*"·"·"'r"""':,'.:· ',' . A.Ii t'·' .·..;M;· .. ·~.~ ~,' ... 
i ", .,' .... ~' , ~ . e.,': ,n~" ra.~!r .. ~u~t~ 't'flen:) .... br~.'rat·e'r\1:n((tl'h· s' .im;':-·o'\n~i:::'·h· ?~~~ '< ... 
l' "-vi,', '1.- ",,; • • ". ,_ ,.,.H .."'r~ , .. :'.-:;."" ,," 1;.::,: ~ ".''', " . ,/'.. ..; ... ~ ";'V ,: ,:' ~ " • . 
L!i) .. ~_':t:..... . .....: . ..i_"'-':';~_"""'" \ '. " '. ..: ~ ~, .. ~_~ ...... '.t ·!I':~f''':J;. ~ ':,' "- .• f' -:!\ .• j "J-.~I(f: ••••. ~ •. £.;./.:t,+ 
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I'think 1t will ~ean a lot 1f you can talk to 
them personally. 
I ahallbe here tillthe end of Septembero Hoping 
your conference goe swell. 

All the best, 

(~. J. ( 
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. '.. ira1ico di' rkev,imen:o. 

€i' ,~ 

I..j\..;.,. 
..... :~ .. 

'f'~.J'."'i 
':'~.», 

ale una responsabiltfdc'iJile~f' !' 

I .. ', .' 

t . '11' .! ~.c 

// J ~:. H '/' ' t·· .,.,' .j', 

,~..4,~"; ..... '. _ / .~... •• • , • . .. : /.r . , ' .. \,,,:-: .. : .~."" 'Y'tffi9P~h mdlcazlonl,.~h~. 
,1;1 ..., .. , '" i-~"-h~"~C,-_; __ ; .... ,~.~~ figUfo:!ry.o p~ilIla dell'indirizzo 

---4-: 
,.-.' . ~ ~. 

... "t ~ ~. ~ 
\ 

i " ,')l 
l 

"-. ·::~:t ... ,c.·(:" 

. r /4:~ ~':'~·~«=,f-it. 

\ 

~.~\~<' .. 
. -~:. .. ,.:.....' 

~,:.;.,;~~.,~ 

\
,7~~; -" .. ,,-J 
-s.~-' c' - J 

" '~~~:ii(:i;:~~:~) 
. __ ~, ,1~' " \tl),,--1 

p • .',' .~ \~,( -\:., "",.~ _ ( • d 

_~:':y~'f< ~ ';~ , 
f~'" ,;.:.~ -':.{.":~i} 'i.' 

'"" ,.., " 

TF = 'D~ i~~ii~n;:;si al domi-
,;. cilioldel' destiDllt?"" .. "-'-:, 

. ':"'" ,too' "\ 

TR =D'a '~teriere, . a"disp(., j. 
%iohe~ del" destinatario 

: .pressol'uft: telegrafico. 

RP: K ';~~~~~~;~mlUa co~ri~ 
. '. sposta pagata~xt<!ppre-

: serital'ammontare del­
", 1~ ,tassa::pagata~in,lire 

italiane, o'Jranehi oro • 

XP - 'T~I~~~ammacon.tass: 
" .. " "',:di espresso' paglita"dal 
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f" FS = Far proseguire. 

'GP = Da tenere a disposi­
zione d.d destinat.lrio 
presso l'Ufficio postale. 

MP = Da consegnarsi nelie 
mani del de~tinatario. 

TC = Telegr. collazionato. 
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AVVERTENZA .... IMP.ORTANTISSIMA 
':··"··'···i·.""~,,·.,,,·,·\, •. 

. N~i te1egramnii' diretti' a destinatari 
abbon~ti a(telefono; invece del1'iildi~ 

'. riz~o str?9a1e, si pUG adoperare. rindi-
cazione (tassa~a per I parola): 'TF-. •••• 
(n: ab,bo!latb) segt:1ita dal cognome 0 da 

altra designazionesociak 'dell'abbonato. :Es. TF 912468 = 
G~iaidi Romti; T F 864319 = Fabrital Milano; 

1 t~legrammi in' arrivo co~' r inclicazione: T F • ••••• (n. ab­
bona to) se urgentissimi od u'rgentivengono sub ito telefonati 
alI'abbonato e .. re,clpi.tati co~.c.' brdi,nari p~~ f~ttorino. 

Se i telegrammi sono ordinari,vengono ugualmente subito 
telefonati'all'abbonato, rna il recapito ~ fatto a mezzo posta. 

Possono essere recapitati per fattorino a richiesta del 
destinatario e verso pagamento_ della' tass a di espresso 
postale (L.50). 

-"',~. L'Am~inistrazioneno~ assume alcu~~ re~ponsabilitd ciui"e 
'''':i''',~'' "-~·"';tn· coiis~g1i't~zd;';terss';'vyztt £elegtuflco~'- ,~ 
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1lf il'f3 
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Significato delle principali indicazioni che 
eventualmente figurano prima dell'indirizzo 
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TF ~ n ..... 'O'"''''" ""mi- 1':_: 

cilio del deslinatario. . -'. 

TR = Da,· tene.re ~. 'dJ: , 
:z;ione . del destinata •• .,.,( 
presSo l'uf!;'telegrafico.f' 

RP.:It . =,;Telegi3ni'~~ con ti~ 
sposta pagata.x rappre­
serital'ammontare del­
la tassa"'pagata in ,lire 
italia.ne; c> franchi ?ro. 

XP = Telegra'nmiacon tassa: 
di esp'resso .pagata:da1' 
mitterite.' ~t , 
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M.y dear Ma.urice, 

59, st Peters Ra 
Leloest er 
23rd October 1959 

wO'rk'M,e: c swallowed me tlpY~8;S"" :soon as Ii returned 
. to. thlBoount~y~,And ;so;~"tomy~ :regret! was unable to keep my promise 

/ and to write I to 'you' at~,Otn)e.. ." '-.:' .. , 
.. ',' 1 1

' am'" sur's Annett'a, and you know how much I enjoyed 
seeing you an-cL spending :80· mu'ch' timewlth you - Plore than you proba­
bly oould . afford - ,- the 'l'ovely evenings on your ooloony and the 
ta Ike.' It "1~ nloe to' knc)'w tha·t a-l though ideas may run on somewha t 
dIfferent fin-es, ths.t ls1not rea.l1y what ma.tt'ers .. -

. .. I. bad ho,ped:· ·t'6 copy out some' of my 
trAn slat .. ~ons. ;for-,Annette. and;' . you"and "erhe.pe something of my o~n. 
But thi11 wouJ.d only'; '".f:de1ay:: matt-era more. And I want- above· all:to send 
',NoU,/ the: . -adores:!" of thet Na,;ture oure ·sp~~1B,li at 2.· whl~_h I" . just got. 
l·r,:: 'yo~ 'wri t"e. t'o the Seor:etar~y.;j Kill-gston Clin,le,' "Ll be~ton') Edln-burgh 9 
asking-: ':.wh.ether' he oould- f-1x tor, youL ,an appointment with Mr ~ames 
Thomson in London tha t· ,seoor.ding t"o my.' fr1end 1s the right prooedure • 
.If ,.you wish you oan ea.y-thatyou got the a-ddrea.a from a 'friend of 
Prof. John Reee, 35 Beaufort .Avenue, LAngland, SWansea , G1am. 

- . My fr:lends ·111' Lon-don.~Jsay ibkx they will look round 
for a f1rstrate ·hea.rt sneola11st, but I have had not reply yet. Con­
·sen·S\B of op1n10n seems to be that the Dr. whose name I gave you seems 
la't e1 y rather tired B.nd ageing. Moreover he 1 s not a heart 
speclr.q 1st. N evertheleas he knows his way about ~ 

This I am wr1ting just' while I am coming up, so 
to say, for e bit of fresh air and before I am going under again. 
I have more students than I had ever before .- 120 alone 1n my 
first year oourse - with classes and essays this is a good deal of 
work although I have of course some help from our juniors.ltherwlse 
together with my courses for second and' third yeAr students it v-ould 
beoome qui te unmanageable. And of course in between I try to, :.do my 
own writing. still to fe~l one is doing somethintr worthwhile is quite 
.exhl1arding • An hour B,gO one of the young chapa in the first year 
co~rse oame to me because he oould not f1nd his nsme on the list 
for cIa sses,- there 1s of oourse a lot of organising to be done 
and all kind of 'Worrl·es imall and great to be ta:ken oare of. This 
wa.s one of them. He was taking English and French with SOciology as 
his third subjeotx this year. I asked him whether be could follow 
and. how he liked' 'it. And after a bit of humming.an.d hawing he came Ot 
with it that he found it most interst1ng. But why Sociology? I asked 
Well, he wa.nted to become a writer, but he added carefully that ~f!-{ s 
of oourse not hie only rea.son for tak1ng sociology. So I said thE-rc 
WB.e n9thlng wrong with that and I did not mind 1n the least trlen if 
that were .his main rea.son provided he. worked hard. That a'nparently 
encour~ged him to say that he had a cousin who was also a writer.But 
he only wr&te about himself and that was 'not his line. So I said 
that this was something everyone had to judge for himself. And he 
should tell me a· 11 ttle 180 ter wha t he got out of 1 t. Of oourse, he 
WEl s very young. But a.part fro'r our o~1n specialists v.re have now neople 
who read mathem8tics or physics or history and so on. ,each con­
necting it with his other studies in one ~ay or the other. In fect I 



fa ot , 'I am trying to gl ve them an in troduot ion to the stud y of 
men; '8, humanist10 course and a scientifio ~our~.e at the same time 
ranging from nXJmritJln an understarilng of present- day inorease 

. 'ofe: ",orid' populQ·tlon and ·1 ts. _ causes .(<1£900 :- mi1l1on 'people a: the end 
of ~his centur~ aocording to aU. N .. '.:·:pr()Jectlo~ 1 to·~ a bird s eye 

: vie" of . man ,so . 800ial dev~el'Q'pment·:··from th19 old atone age. 
Wel'l, -you. ca.n f3ee ,: 1 t 'carrl·es me;" 8'WB.:y,·-· but· if one would 

not really like what . one does, . where wou:Ld- one be ? 
I hope this latter'ls not, too late to reaoh .you, in Rome • 

If you come to England' let m,~' know your whereabouts and 1f y.ou are 
free come here, 'but"let im-e .know in advance.~ You will pro't:8 b1y find 
Leicester' a . not very: inter:est~ng t:own.~):It,;.l(s s" bUsy, very wea.lthy, 
not too d1r.ty'; B:n'd au1 turally "', rather' humdrum'.' ,t~ovtn;.·· But' the' 'neoplp 
are nloe~ ,And loan'. s'how you\ t:he. Unlver.sl.ty w1t'h'tt's ·viewy o.f:· :{~he 

. oemeta;ry "1mmortalls~d "'·'by"t\h"e entrance··'·passgges· of! LU'ck'Y .Jlm'o 
, . There 1s: one point:, more.~- -:1 found. that the· Monterlans 

which L·-b:Jd for you have got-· a" b1t du'ety and tried to get other copies 
without suocess. So I shall you .t;he'Be, - I hope you don~t miner. 

\. . ~.. . 
.. wl.tih .. all ,gOOd, wl-'shes for· .4~nette an.d you 

."L J • " I .&'4 f ~ ~, 
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J8ftUc~ asth< 19~1.i: 
, "~~. , , , ',.', . 

., 4ea~ Mauride. 

TAanlt YQU .,e~ rnu~ 'tOl' your lett~'. J was g184 ;~o 
hear from you.· tel,. ~~te IM\J~~_wr1 tten $0 ltt&,. .X was v~W 
1ntel'eBt~(l inwhat sna, s~14.1,J3:Qvou not get "m1,~pliV?. ",H.;,~"" :", 

, all 1s \lel).., 1: h~$"e a 3.ot to " but en:Jqy. dO~ 1'.; ~ 414 .~e~,· 
, go awau ,lsQ,t sumtner b$(tilu8€t" U", want to SO <;l!l with lDI "\'i1\ ... ~ttna 

and Sf),'" ~ .• '~ ,teach1ngtl~ .~~l.q", .. ;tit .113 msk1zig,~",~gd~4i 
px-~gFeS8.. In $; W4.\U J llav~ the fCel~ t~t :fift~~ ala '~e, ,-" 
~ltleria.n ltPhea"aU and theil' sf-tax-math ,J' ant on11 ROW ,aoRl~ 
tully 1rl trr3 own., ll&tter lat. than n~eJ., (lont, ;ou think? 

I hOP8FoU%' Vl0rk lfJ gOlnS we11i, 

Wi th all good wishes. 'lOX' Aaltettl and ,ou. 
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