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My—t=sk was to get the hop pickers to talkﬁ‘about

the war, themselves, what kind of world they wanted

— Ausr
afterwards. And \:hey dld[inllth wgng;"f&ul candour. ey

PN 3=
Sai-d—w ‘uux_ l_uc_y thought =12V=

t—the—war. They hadn’ t
caused;’_~ they dldn t want it but now they were* stuck
Wlth 1t0And as ustal the people at the top fieeded you
b;ad'ly and llke a mug you obliged them but this time
mate we’re going to change things, no more hunger
strikes and unemployment andAmeans tests. Ehey didn’t
like scientists. They thought sc1entlsts would being

—~—

k
a lot of trouble 1nl the world ;_u-gt pyt it all down, “‘W’_’
as they sald 1t and Harrison who ran Mass Observation :
N e .
was dellghted and said he had more work for me. But [|we&a>t

v-' U @ g;% st :E]J:—;E ¢
r

work had been fine/ what with the heat of the hop

lanes and tie squatting on the grass during their
breaks but now the;ne was a—silence,—a—waiting Well,
e be celled w)-
T—was waltlng for my mohilisation papers. -Buk fhis
AM
didn’t trouble me. I thought the‘/ might not arrive. 7‘——5
XV aWl-euvells)

ILM-?Awas—nenss;m ,I-t_ua.s_.}u.st_-t-bat my old life

was gone and all I knew of the new or}/was this ’\7'40",“—'

junda  ao | o b
s&lencei L.b.az—a—se-n-se—e-ﬁ saying good bye to the past

but not hullo to anything else.

In London I went straight to my parentj and C. /
e A%
jOlI’led me in a few days. f[t wasn’t easy getting /

across London because of the bomblng‘Aad—mesL_Qf_'o-m\
) D
S-l-de—-e-f_.the—c-y;yuz Two of my friends were painters,

Lucian Freud and Johnny Craxton, ahd we were often in

Lucian’s studio. We were afl-the same-age, I was

three months older than Lucian. Weet—we—did together
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Bl
Aaft~pbabies and Jeff and Irene and C.i?ll had been
well. b

O’(M A
Bt there was a war o%¢

\V/

Brat—mermriag{ IT- hitchhiked to London*qn the . .

et TR silent—aml ~degerted Portsmouth road—mow-

r e ¢ € ¢ /7 }"IL
th=t. there was so little traffic, Bae road was

! Sy w0 f ol
quietly regaining its earlier beauties, fxom—thetime

;n‘“g,44 R wa
1t Swas b 8 tra

a new better country YQH—WGEGE%Y
o wec
courtesy of war monarch of all you surveyed. The road <ee tasd
-y

C\CM ﬁ).uu_w
stolen from a long-since past epoch when she—habita+
g,

Was 1n synch with ires—eseatures. There were SUTH

silences

/The bushes ,and grasses sg:ségﬂgﬁ to the tarmac

and you could stop and lean on a stile and look
across the fields and marvel at this &fFsE=ard last
England.

Stephen Spender had got me a one-off job with
Mass Observation and now they wanted me to do another

ope. I remember how I wrote my report in a small
oo & A By e

clear hand, always Z sign tha%—f—was—fascrnaharﬁnr‘
what_l_mas%ggghgr—it?requlred me to visit hop-pickers

in Kent so C. and I stayed at a white humped cottage
near the hop fields in a village about sixteen miles

e ) )
from London. At that time the Polanyi é; Ilona and

A
Karl?jlived there. He was writing his book The Great
Transformation and was mostly away on lectures and
research. Ilona piloted freight planes to Canada and
back. ’Vwa-a'&g S u-’»a._)—t-o-; \[/\"M'

tt{*¢?¥?L4 Y«chU5 NTon el P e nes v we I oy
1%74L¥u~ub
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I am happy, says he

When I woke up sunlight was coming through the window
just above my head. I was alone in the house. It was
cold enocugh for me to see my breath on the air. I had
everything in the world I wished. I had my

; girlfriend. I was nineteen. We had fallen in love in
this house. Downifairs.

I remember sbé sat with her back to a wide

sweeQ}ng field and the dusk glowed behind her in the

UL

hot)dusk. We were in a circle, five or six of us—a

couple of teacQg;g)from the nearby school,(Jeff and

— e

Ireng, and a few students. Jeff and-—ftxens-were my

) vt ue

pertreatar—friemdsT—He was a biology teacher and sie

vw llw
had trained as a dancer. They had two children and I
A

baby-sat for them. The house stood, still stands,

under a steep HgmpstifFe hill that rises to a thick

copse. We had taboganned down it the previous winter. lv‘*’eﬂlﬂﬂ-
This morning I would leave for London. A%ﬁ&l

wanted to record for my future information that I was

happyF:? got up and took some paper and returned to

bed and I wrote these words, I am happy.
At thya,moment I knew the happiness had é%gppizzﬁf/ég%;

Nothing had changed between,gy C. and me but-gég’\ w-lz

) Pret e fr—E—manted=tooweite

it_downrto catch hold of something past. zL—&gyyu;

wLLh-myse%ﬁ She and I would be together in a few

days.
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F—eanlt—remember—+—only-have—briefpietures.s Once we

went to the Craxton house and I remember the sunlight

falling on a grand piano in the garden room. I

remember walking with Lucian in the blackout one

evening and at a certain house him‘saying, Anna lives

here, I’11 go in and 1lift a bottle of wine. Perhaps -

it was for a.party we were going to. gub %~Jf\QP(¢JL —)
. Aﬁd@ne day lteLsald It's 31lly you comlng all

across London every day, why/don £ you live in Mark

Hamburg’s studio? I.knéw the name. Like Johnny’s

father Mark Hamburg was a concert pianist. The studio

as in a lush garden, a—soft retreat cushioned from al Ut He
et

v thr-[,;V)a-'erm-h_m

Ro4-Sey __‘oo was a grand piano.
i el L‘/M—g_e
b%dpmxm+¥5f31f§2$ﬁ~§594&¥Q;¥¥ nother ose to =

IENPE TR
the garden door,lwhETe I slept, sometlmes with C.

T
l hen it was hot ﬁglked the pavements with bare feet

Ao
and one day when—Iwas—with-C. a group of people « :Ui‘ a
kagica

W““*“"secppeqkin front of us and one of them, ten years or

sﬁ%?&ﬂer:t#aa—a&, said Eer@e with a smile, Ah, one of g,

US= (We had friends on Parliament Hill and from the
top floor of the house we used to watch the
searchlights at night and listen to the acir==rhs guns

’,,lr' /

and sometimes when the house shook and the windows

rattled we had theLthought that we mlghe/é;:%¥5£¥—bf‘hf§‘*3::
ex;;ngu;she@;4$vﬁpxu41Lez

We laughed everything away. One of the many

strange things about war is how it stirs laughter. I

learned this as a soldier. It wasn’t in spite of the
Ve M
dylng nor,a defence against the screams butLen
)n
accessory g them like in a funeral wake when the
nu-ﬂ"" R
dead are felt to be presentﬂ_the:ﬁiéeﬂ;—péayefe-@a
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t2s unexpected joy. It happeneg| moments after a
particular hell. In your early twenties you laugh
because that’s what you do. Army commanders were

c e Jl e W L .
astonished égASO much of it in the forward lines.

There was also, close to the laughing wake, the
vigil, where the soldier sat by the corpse of his
best friend, lying with entrails and sex blown away,

w.]"wd e~k occehhd a, e x,._b-v e,
a v1gll I pa;t;cu;aééy—ﬁemegbef—see&ﬁg~ 2

‘J\\_A_VM—O—

Th;s is why forwaag‘troops are respectful - sy

nu,_ Alen = Nevete . —

unaf e
form of shell- shockfﬁhe trembling, the stare into
— N earbrecce D TEL r\-v.rh e,
nothlng, the green face The colonel of my reglment

CouUate L
used to tremble when he v151ted Ehe—gu%ﬂ [he tried to

marshal some power in his voice. It was a kind of

walking shell shock Amt—it—was—enrty—gunrs—he—was

v&s&%&ﬁgT—by—ﬁe—meaﬂs—the—éefwafd—}tﬂes. No /) Ly

mimicked or ridiculed him.‘ine—ségange_xh;ugs_xaat

rappened—werenlt—strange—to US. I IENEMDEY SETITY

sevep—eor——eight—inafantrymeT STare at me Wit Sometiriag

of-herrer-as I walked towards them from some woondland

Pehind—me—lle _were 1-,:1'1]z-ing about S7-L S thaeir officer

s

1

mefertsT—witheowt—even—trying to—understand—F—passed
eut _of life vet remained there we accepted-it—and

1 +=1 . o~
Smeked—and were-——soeon—making—theose—impatient—movenents

fremrrestrietad-$£9o

. L e = . .
a—eaa%&eas—vfg*;aagf,_watch g this way and that,
| A Je

listening to that boom and this swish of air as
something lands, &r something in the bushes that
makes tggm scuttle forcowver. A oot e ‘}r‘——) e,
v, Todie el e - R e vuj' Tl
)(\1 !K-o\/c:" AL.. M-'«.? A i »cQoer \/L,u..e

1 JL\,(/,\Z\‘\DCJA— ‘:"
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Just cgnsider that ed} this heloags te ap leagi—
institution| that offers honours and promotion and
. a i
grand parades and other signs of reverence, End we
must wonder that in all these millennia we have never
considered it as other than a norm. Whereas in truth

iy

roamsz 1t —S-s—what—you—are—seeirng—and—hearingaround

PR + . 3 ol 3o o 4 T
DAY Tt SCtal LLITg tractk fLUlll, o hca;.l.u.\_j ettt TOTS

\D

ef—that—Tan*t be heard by othexs. So when a soldier
sees his officer overtaken by it—suddenly no longer
capable of command, sitting‘§h;vering and staring-he
knows the whole person has departed. LL d“""vt u%é\;'?@’&“?

|

\

|

|

|

it belongs to dementia. Once tasted, that dementia )4:44:

|

\

|

|

|

|

|

\
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Or a soldier may cry that he knows he’ll be

killed, please sir let me off, just for this one, |

send me back. And is then found dead. I-hauve seen Lu*% = et
fb?EaEfﬁ%Sﬁ;zﬁe shock of premonition.

I would sit iz%Lucian s-studio and watch him
paint. He said something 'I never forgot—how terrible

it was to finish a.picture because you suddenly saw

. ~
Tanl e et Tl ad e B : -
el we—woutdnt—be—liitedi—Fust—as-thaose )
. we knew
(f-v«—‘*.rwx v ‘

T en
tQ-happen, a big waﬁAO{LGerma

whatever we knew

we

didn’t believe.{i knew my mobilisation papers would~
-, !

arrive but since they ﬁ%d&Lt I thought they never

would..I even thought I might do the Massiobservation

job after al}.[gﬁt I gave it to a friend who did it

>

Fie
badly,/%n g# I had recommendgi him to Harrison I
felt bad about this, realising/I could easily have

done it, I would have been fascinated going to pubs
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and talking to people, and sitting in the untidy
election-rooms—I had done quite a bit of canvassing
in my youth for the Labour party. -

Sitting igfgégzlggad%g(?*Ehought I woul;i;gzj
feor—mobtiisation ;5 longer, I would ask Alex Shaw, a
friend of my brother’s, to give me a job in the Crown
Film Unit which he ran. God knows what I would have
done there, I was brought up in a family happily

obsessed with theatre and anything you could call a

)

show but films were a—&hd

veo T . 1 1 1 J
Ag-you Just saw—and—Ppasked
. .

ent

in, you didn’t connect them with performance;

“.GY
were-a never-never world and watching them was close

Nesss . i . Yla
to daydreaming. W\-seet hed .t He emoviel ) Pooe h“k .

Unawares to us, C. and I were becoming

o

estranged. One day when we were staying‘with my'
parents I happened to be in phe street and saw her
coming towards me. She wd;ked at a munitions faétéfy
now and had a“cloth round her head. And it was

ca oallad
somehow this cIéth that éﬁg:éd to me that we were
"already in different Worlds.(ggt everything seemed
all\right. We romped and laughed just the same. We
went to a lunchtime concert at the National Gallery,
I think Myra Hess was playing. I was late and the
concert had already started and there was a crush but
I saw her at once and we gave each other the smile
that declared it impossible for us to separatg/ever.
She was sitting on the floor and I joined her. At
those concerts there was always great excitement,

people shoulder to shoulder.

Whenever we fixed a place and time to meet it

cou.g'.b.u
was always more of a gestu;gqthan a plaﬁjythgugh—we



Tkmew—we—woutd—meot. Once I went to Leicester Square N
s
tube station fer—a meeti 1R her_and was rather
AL Ve kee ,

A\ 9
late. She didn’t come but }fAW%S&Lt worrked/ I just
went back three hours later. And there she was. We

walked, so to speak, into each other’s arms. &heTamme

torr—as—Icame—out—ot
agether, So you could say we never kept each other
waiting.

My mother felt very close to her. I was one of
three boys and my mother had always wanted a girl in
the house. C. was a girl without side or secrecy, she
laughed and didn’t have moods, she ate hungrily and
wasn’t always snatching glances at herself in the
mirror, she was a good-looker, some would say
beautiful, though she would scorn that./above all she
was clever.(%% mother used to take six books out of
the library at a time and respected intelligence more
than anything. She and my father vowed, to the horror
of their familieélwho thought boys should be oeﬁmiﬁd
bringing money in by the age of fourteen, that their—
three boys/would go to the university. Well, two of
them did and the other one, my middle brother,
briefly became an acc¢ountant’s clerk and from that
wniven

time on managed to get tHe jObS for which a degree“

you would think, was essentlal LWe boys were full Egl~<:;;:j
Tree

a certain kind of optimism which the world judged

unreal, by it would come: true, like the promise I \
a/’ac,e‘|,‘
made myself thag‘ desplte being bad at near

- A%
everything at school,LI would go tolOxford||C—Fee~

get—a °ﬁhm1:rghip—aﬁd—f—thfnk—ft—seemed—%o my mother

%e&y'ﬂebdét o e W v
&—f%gh%r—pﬁedeS%%ﬁeé—kiﬁd—Of love between as~

ij dee il

%)f;’)\k(’s i UJ-—uhr' [N \-J\TJ\(_.._’ &%%\ W—Q' >
Wdade ay 4w o \Tﬁg P‘(_,_y‘,._e,'[‘/ze 7 \Co
e C Voo g - naumtq,, h DA vl e thtte
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The moment people walked into the kitchen,—whexe.
week—day—tife—went—eon, their breath was taken away by
the sxight primary colours and &té warmth and mirth
in the air. My father was something of a clown, my
mother soft and observant. They threw a great
protective cloak of love round certain people and C.

was one of them.

kmew—if. But at first she was disappointed. Being an
ardent communist she felt working people should be
like those gmfwl outsize muscular Russian statues

Cerc
father didn’t behave like that at all. heroic

dedicated to an imaginary proletariat.é%imother and
attitudes would have been difficult for my father
because one of his hands had been cut off in a saw
mill when he was sixteen and he wore a r&cfFer
conspicuous special glove, at least when he was
outdoorgzjghe hero could have been found in him by
anyone who chose to look. Without any guidance he
adapted himself to the lost hand. He mended all the
family’é shoes, cut the leather exactly to size, he
built his own ‘greenhouse in-—the garden, grew our
vegetables ‘at a plot up the hill, did all the
carpentry we needed.(igic.’s amazement, seeing that
they had suffered so many of the natural hﬁmiliations
handed out immemorgggg to‘workinéﬁéeople/in Britain,

they didn’t\\gt all seem strugglers for the

Revolution) y—even—watrted—a good time and mana
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they did relatives. Queen Alexandra, they always
said, wore a scarf round her because she had tried to
commit suicide. Feelings about her husband when
was Prince of Wales weren’t approving but it w#s like
all family life, there were good pennies and
pennies and the main thing about Buckingha
and all the finery and curtseying and fa¥ry godmother
carriages was that it showed people what the old
country was worth. This lasted until /fthe abdication
of Edward V1, who was the most popular Prince of
Wales and king since Charles 11. He was the champion
of the people—the poor and hungyf, he was very shy
but he wouldn’t take any nonsefise from anybody, he
would go to the miners and tAlk to them, he would
shake people by the hand ayd you knew he understood.
And that was why ‘they’ gdgot rid of him. After that it
was never quite the samge. His brother became king but
at at first it looked like a botched-up job. His
stutter was like what kings should have, being from
such a long line,/and that evoked sympathy and family
feeling. But if/you make a king abdicate because he
loves somebo there is something wrong. Lies are
abroad. The¢/war helped. The new king and queen stayed
in Londor/ during the bombing. They were booed when
they vjsSited the first bomb site in the East End but
you gould see they were genuine, that they too felt
that we were all their family like we felt they were
urs.

R\

My mother and father loved their country in an

intimate way that had nothing to do with their being

— , Sowael >o et P
=) poiz-sometlmesiﬁhat they had_nc—mone¥:Zo£ the rent




dittle.
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o sy n L L)() cQ—cluA..Ls..,( 7

or the coa]i,~ those two staple payments ocf—the—weeler
The very specially sharp rat-tat-tat of the ren

struck tereer in
semetimes gesture me to be quiet an

man

e heart and my mother

e would stand

She told me ce, All my life has been fear.

She meant fear coppers, fear—ef shopkeepers, #£ear
of-toffs,

went o

mother, who had ten other chil n to look affer,

was waiting at the end of the reet to take he

weekly wages of one half-grown for looking aftér

ers. My father

would shake his head and murmur ‘There’s nowhere like
old England’ and the fact that he had received the
pittance of sixty pounds sterling as compensation for
his lost hand made no difference. In any case, that
settlement for sixty pounds, arranged between his
mother and his boss, worked out well for him. The
boss promised her that her son would have a job for
life if he took th;i money, and it seemed a wonderful
bargain. And the boss was as good as his word. It
wasn’t his fault that one day, on a lovely midsummer

afternoon (I watched formation after formation of the

tiny silver fish fly across the sky above Clapham

Junctioﬂ>whe;e—iLd Justbeenmrto—a—diseussiaon _group on-

war—aims), the Germans bombed the London docks. When

my father went to work on Monday there were no docks
any more . lu?(s.

+ < -
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I think what my parents showed you, in thei

busy conspipyacy to make a rich life out of a pgbr
one, was that living was all a matter of your/spirit.
They mad¢ their flat and then their house opposite

(my mother had her name down for that for fears) a
wondefland for their children. When we wgre tiny they
use

to take us to the working men’s cllibs. These

hgppened on Saturday or Sunday night./Some of the
est comedians started in these cluls, which were
usually on an upper floor of larg¢ Victorian houses.

Any sense of the theatre I have/is because of those

bustling close-packed eveningg where you dozed off

for the over-talkative acts/and came to life a9 the

laughter started crackin

My mother very copéSciously prepared her/three

boys for a different/life. We had to speak/English
properly because cents in England were/like badges

you carried on ur chest—people could fell at once

‘where you caple from’ and saying ‘bu’gr’ instead of
‘butter’ w like carrying the yellgw star as a

German Jgw during nazism. When I gkked her to pass me
the by er at table she would sa I'm sorry I haven’t

feeling a total

fo ‘butter’ did she say, ©h yes, I've got some
butter, here Jtr is.
7K > X
C. Be ed—aown o—lowe—-the 2 e 8
pemusemeft; e P ee v = R 23S S i
of s pRotetaria WS A 8 orTe .
2

St~ never met my edcdesf brother John. He had
alﬁiidy gone to India with—h

s—friend Anhrpy Menes .

He-

fe
Thetr idea was to get what work the¥ could find on
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A

Bombay radio or the Times of India. They must have

, ke woee ,
found it because they—weswe away eight years, from

1938 to 1946. gz=baH*1i7?t27j?n::tﬂaj??%E?f?ZZZ:?TZTZTT;;;?

VS Wt ™
%ﬂtalked to C. about Jophkthm endlesslyzi?e and G~

Cala
Ahbreyﬂenglneerea a Serles or miracles for me as a

childgfl. One day we were told at school that we would
be going to see a Shakespeare play in the West E
which meant a whole afternoon off. It was at
Vaudeville in the Strand. I didn’t much appXeciate
going to the theatre in a crowd of schoo)} kids. I
resented a ‘performance for schools’ d I thought it
would probably be awful, which it wgs. In the
interval my neighbour nudged me. Zomeone was at the
end of the row wanting to talk £o me. To my
astonishment it was Aubrey. mix my brother and
Aubrey with anything to do A/ith school was like
mixing tea and champagne,/ I kneed my way past the
other boys and he told e in his usually quite
assertive way, I'1l waiting for you at the back
after the curtain. Mhen the play ended he took me
upstairs behind e dress circle to a lounge
overlooking the/Strand (I remember the exciting
feeling of a those windows)and there was a
reception gping on, quite a crowd. He put me in front
of a man y¥ho towered above me benignly. Aubrey
introduged him, This is Lord Bessborough, telling him
I was /fourteen, at which the lord asks me, How many
would you give the play? and as I had no idea
whAt stars meant in this context, and as I wasn’t

out to tell him how awful I thought the performance

was, I quickly decided that stars might mean like in
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‘film stars’ and about five was about all you could

have in Julius Caesar (him, Portia.... o I said,
Five, 'and everybody was pl And next morning the
event was descri in William Hickey’s column:
‘fourtee ear-old Maurice Rowdon gave it five
Ts’.
f*’——“—€> The most wondrous moments of my childhood were
when my mother said, We’re going up to see one of
John’s shows tonight. He and Aubrey—I think they had
"just finished their last year at—Landon a. Yladleds
university=put—en—the-first—theatre—daily news,
nemety—the—dayls—rews dramatise@ﬁgééﬁwégggihgmin a

large Victorian house in Bloomsbury. It was hectic
because naturally you had to have a new play ready by
the end of each morning, and it had to be learned
lézg;%—perfect and blocked by the end of the
afternoon. They treated news as satirical comedy and
were very audacious. It petered out the moment they
got interested in something else. They put on an
adaptation of H.G.Wells’s Shape of Things to Come at
the Arts theatre and I remember I went to rehearsals
and met the director, a young man named de Marney.

His girl was one of the cast and when they met they

kissed on stage, a very long kiss, whieh—Fwormdered—=at
deeply-and shyty. As I stood on that stage I vowed to
myself that one day I would prodgge a play of my own
here/'@;d one day many years akzg; I diq)~

H.G.Wells came to first night and sat in the
circle and the curtain went up on Aubrey in a room
full of books and he was sprawled comfortably 4in a

chair. He began speaking and then, suddenly, he
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looked up at the dress circle and began addressing
Wells,iéﬁgﬁlt was all scripted. I heard afterwards
that Wells was furious and left in the interval. But
I doubt his being furious ofg;'the kind of audacity
he himself had a lot of.<§§§; and Aubrey moved on to
a new colour process for photography and managed to
interest George Bernard Shaw in it. One evening, in
their flat near Marble Arch, I asked Aubrey a
question about one of Shaw’s plays and he said, Why
don’t you ask him yourself? gﬁi%aiallgﬂ“;:gumber and
held out the phone to me and to—my—astonishment Mrs.
Shaw answered and I told her I would like to speak to

Mr. Shaw and she said, Hold on a moment, and then he

came, and we talked for ten or fifteen minutes. I

-
A _ar
A= T

#itten—a—pray When-1 was eight and he

aa1d T h
o L

o))

said, Well you’re obviously going to do much ter
than me, I was over forty when I wrote mim€. And when

I said, Could I send you a play he 1d, with a nice
burlesque sharpness, As I'm coffsiderably more famous
than you why don’t we t about my plays? which one
shall we talk about?”And I said, Pygmalion. So we
talked about thdt. Aubrey was so excited he was
trying to sten in and get it all down on his
typewriger and at one point Shaw stopped and said,

What/s that typewriter? I said, Nothing. And he

—tiat—and we went oI

C. couldn’'t bear the theatre side of me. Once
when I put on a spotted red bow tie and dark glasses
she rushed across the room with furious dazk eyes and
tore them straight off. It was all right for us to

romp and laugh which we loved doing but dressing up

\
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as a playboy even in fun was too near the bone. And

r/
better than I did. She saw itlthe simple communist
wayy I£:Las one of the last steps in the downfall of
L.
capitalism, %Ed—it would be bitterly fought out. #t

woutd—change—everything. It would send the ruling
class tumbling to the ground /éa it was part of ‘the
Vd ‘1‘_%;#i

N
struggle'.)%husc WurdaufiguLCd g—tot 1in speean~TH€§ ~

were the theme and refrain of Z‘ geents poen oycu_u,

H

what was the bone? I think C.'understood the war

which-he published-as—= yamythL Tt described—aid-
th—e——nﬂ.—ee—tha:nm Q’lmn'lp 1'h1hmq we r*r\‘_‘.lrl do

-J\ 2
;_\r;am—mrd;qvl' ]1](@ going t@—‘ehe—e-ea—a_tﬂ\—eiheﬂ YBQL B'Ut\

today there was saly thp gtrnﬁ“1°"ﬁadcn CAyuugcd tre

poem _from-his WOTKS 1 LS POST=COMMUNILiST phaseT”

I thlnk'C knew, as I didn’t, that this war was
the most serious part of our lives, that it would
never be superseded. Never' be llved through. '
When we went to Kent to s%ay—w&%h Iizgé Polanyis

t.b@\ three of us qp@nf‘ exciting-hours talking

i
A et Tl ‘;\_'\ 3 ac Aax e ]
tv«j\,\_uct. Hena-flew fre] ghf" P"an,u u\,.l_uCiD CIie @
K : i i nhe—the Dack 1oaded with

))

(

o vl - . .
ml;;iﬁzgusaﬁp&éeﬂ+v he used—to say, I shall settle
Ain Canada after the war to observe the downfall of 2

American capltallsm.'Well, it outllved her‘bmézﬂ?Tmr

{

3 PRUNE
sure—shreTrecogrised—alt thc_31?, Sottapse,
T

howewer long they might take

L .e

and had steel-grey eyes without anything steely in

na qnoke very softly

them. I remember her as a small slim woman. Her voice
"was Ike—sofit musi;a especially when she was trying
to admonish one of us. She &eo-was—a—COMMUNist and 30
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released her from prisony(éhe knew Stali

Trotsky and may have been on that mystérious Russian

committee called ‘the Comintern’.
Yoo bheuln

Karl Polanyi was quite differgnt. He would have
A

nothing to do with communism, ag’I wouldn’t. So

whenever all four of us were~fogether it was like a

divided camp but a close apd intimate one. The women

forgave us for our wéakngss, our bou;geois

deviationism. He was wfiting his book The Great
Transformation (it ok fifty years from its
publication, in 19 to be properly recogniséd).‘He
was so. deep ink' ’

he nearly burqu-the cottage down.
C. héé‘put a

lck‘horse loédéd with,wetlv
undertlotheg close to the fire and after a time they
She rushed intotthe room and Karl was

nt over hisymanuscript:.sﬁe‘saiq{ Didn’t you
notige the flames? and_he séid, I did éﬁell burning.

1)6bna made her soft sweet musical admonitibn, ‘Karl..’

G e ST

Those discussions of ourg’were eXciting because

they gave us such a wondepful feeling of freedom, as
if we were deciding onfhe future of the world. It
was an optimism radjédted by the communists and it
inspired and invidorated all the Labour people. The
three of us say snug in the cottage, aware of the

us, its silence that was like other

ening to us and approving. Johngﬁi}achey,

whose bgOks were going round a lot, wasQRf ecially

people 11
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good at making us feel that we were in charge of
ourselves and could make our own lives./Communist
terminology and sentence structure—the¢ doctrine
part—were stiff and abstract and borfZng but they did
give the impression that there an ernal system had
been discovered into everything fytted. At the end of
the war there was going to be a—feally the-—
revolution. That was assumed ir/ all conversations,
and Labour people began talkipg that way too.

I felt quite a lot of mysgiving sometimes
because Ilona spoke with sych certainty and a great
part of me believed her. e England I knew would
disappear (she was right/there). The upper classes
would be toppled (she waAs right there). There would
be a revolution (she s right there in that ‘the
soldier’s vote’ remoyed Churchill from office). I
could feel that she/was right about so many things.
She had access to system of thought which
acknowledged no ubt.

But what wofild happen to our lives, the actual
lives that nevdr figured in the communist language?
Would the dictatorship of the English proletariat
mean cutting/out all the things the English
proletariat/loved in the bourgeois way of life such
as the siz¢ of their houses and studios and the grand
pianos in/them and that air bourgeois people gave off
of a firnly established order that would never change
(hopeful)ly) drift into proletarian life by a
delicigus osmosis?

I/also knew that the last people who wanted to

be called one word like the proletariat would be
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working people themsely¥es, namely the majority.

in tHKe moon—even darling Ilona
chranged a whole country.
We were all going tg/be separated too. We knew

this and it made the eaming all the more fervent

%EQ,QBCiSéve. Lo Doy, |
~_ht:£;> I had finished my first year at Oxford, readigrg

history. C. had doéz her first year, reading—physics,

at Nottingham. I wrote longing letters to her from my

rooms over the High, and she wrote longing ones back.

She came and visited me and I remember hovering among

the college roofs in the dead of night and looking at

her far below ou;éidzf%éiﬁﬁggkféééég’S€b§%§é>wglﬁa§2‘ aqup

e Uy Vet

de

But the drop was too great to be risked. All that

Oxford stuff was thrilling—the rule that you could
only have women in college at tea-time, the rule that
if your bed was found undisturbed in the morning by
’J&h—h—#p.—wq )
LY éf—;aﬁr scout you could bEZQQEEEEEEdT that is you had to
Tol /
bribe your scout. Rroud authority—was—ita—the—aixr. If

late at night you were recognised by the bullers as

undergraduate material they chased you in their
bowler hats and having seized you delivered you into
the hands of the waiting proct?i;)

<::EE*;II-bestowed a sense that you were being

sternly tethered to a scholarly treadmill while also




21

being tempted to burst those tethers. The punishment

was there for you to fear but it came with the taunt

that if you didn’t risk its wragth you didn’t deserve
M™ e quie

o~ O ban,
to be called Mz-Rewderr—as—you were most religionsly .

instead-of the-barebones-Rowdaon at school
Co s N
211 those—systems—withinsystems—trthis

bourgescis world,—fudt—of—atmosphere because they

contradicted—themselves—were they going to disappear

in—fthe—Tovolution?

I remember getting a request in my college mail
that I should attend at such and such a time a

|

certain room for an interviegiff discuss what I
intended to do with myself during enet—atthe end-eof}
the war. Everybody got one. What the request really
said was that a year at college at your age was your
lot. The rest was war.

Bye

The man on the other side of the table gave| the
Ml e e
Lo

impression of—beineg~faintly flattered{gi your
actually having come. You could hardly not givelyour

>

hearty(L~t$}eé—%er Intelligence, as everyone did, Eﬁt ?/\
At
ur§;6‘gently toldLFhe ranks were full. TFhe—peer-man

.
= = 73 + 1
Hmes—a—day—tryirg—teo—seemy—as—that child was gently

Y
I—his-preferences. the maker of his

I walked out a future officer cadet. in the

j

artillery.

Yet my mind kad worked hard. A&éj?% had made a
atlad vy ™5

choice. I seriousty thouwshi, all the way through, 049
should I o¥—shewtd—Il-net go into this war? should I 679V'*,

h

oy d + i 3 : :
not—end—this—discussion—at—once—by saying-I was—a

T
conscientious objectoxr? In an interview that couldn’t
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[ ~ Nnee Jof -
rapid self-examination which asked—e£29t§”e°t1hn e(f*thla

what could a war possibly achieve for you that you
exdcas ,
wish for?

And my answer was, the salvation of the iiﬁi;)

|
|
\
|
\
|
have lasted more than five minutes I went through a i
|
|
|
\

hen I speak of the Jews I speak of the most

liberating force in my life at an age when either a
e i ’ Eole
door opens toyour—wery-oun self or it doesn tti> ET‘
reveated-—toyour—evenopened-for you though—+—
bglengs—to yvou and js vour own—or that dosr—doesn’t
St e Feal V] Vho g o= cor o~ el Ao s

open—or—only ocpens—an inch—enad you axre—ferever after

looking through the chink at what you might or would
or should have been. &4 Ne L-&&ALK 9l S WP t>

offieer-cadet. XNobody said, This War is going to_stop
)( e Jeinn

. . . ., : , U%L!’—(
that man Hitler baiting and beating and murderlnngls
own people. Noboﬂz said, This war is to get rid of
Woe /’“
steh—a- man. Zﬁe matter of the Jews was entlrely
irrelevant td6 the waging of thm war. Tﬁa@fgeclarlng
el L e -

war against Hitler wesgg-put the Jews entlrely in hlS

%%

power

‘. L L
e¥er—sien momeshtarity—corrsraered

e ] , b il . .

as a revered: an institution.

Perhap only needed concern for theé Jews to be

the entry pass for my conscience.
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The transition from citizen to soldier is as
easy as putting on a glove. You just change your
uniform. Yet it is the most dynamic change of your
life, a change that feels purely outward,—which LU fc o
fa&éows—*%-éo dlé:into the mo;%?gecret recesses of
your life. kﬁ, <A,
You have signed a contract to kill and be **1?*““:I{V\

n‘_gwh_‘_‘c D\_—Yrq:-(’:
killed. You ean feel, at once,lfhat you will either

wa Il 'h/utu—, ) ot tgorier—
survive theéilt;ea%meﬁt or not, and that theZ aren’'t
too worried either way.L:?hey' aren’t the officers in
charge of you..It is the institution ‘that has the

sahgfroiq.:lt applies to all the officers commanding

you s> . — -
One of my fellow cadets who felt.he was horrlbly
. a du
ugly and was told day_in and day out:by .officer
' ideast

[}
that hexyas, shot himself!in the

mouth. {Thls youth had abwery open, rather '

confessional way of talklng, as 1f he had an
interesting story to tell, gut he hardly spoke. We
were uniformly nice to him but it was the officer’s
disgust that he chose to respond to. Probably the
officer couldn’t help showing it. In war-training, as
in war, you just &i&-things. There wgé no inside to
them.

What possible concern could such a machine have
for the fate of a civilisation, Jewish or any°

—~ ot Mtk

The first German Jew I came to know was rbert
Elias, who is now known as ‘the last cla551cal
sociologist’, probably because his style of speech
was limpid and serene im—its—detachment. Like Sigmund

Freud’s, it harked back to a late nineteenth-century
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CJVMyﬂzaalnﬂLk
period of great middle-class seeuwrity—in Germany and
the Austrd-Hungarian empire.

Norbert was destitute at the time, trying to get
in at one of the universities. His book, called The
Civilising Process(?n ité:g;glish translatioq) was
only in note form at that time, with a few sections
of it printed in Germany.

It was my brotherf?%g introduced me to him, Jjust
before he left for India. He asked Norbert to give me
a mind, teach me how to think. I was—Just—fifteen.

/Zﬁé though Norbert didn’t teach me how to think he

R’r —esf )
put me on the path by plantimg a certain detachment

in me. He would tell me how in the middle ages a
knight would send a sample of his urine to his
mistress as a token of adoration. Then he would say,
as I blushed with confusion, ‘There you blush! How
did urine become a source of shame/for you?’ He would
say it archly, laughing. (And in that way I came to
see that my emotions had a history, that I had been
made, &r& that the thing called civilisation wasn’t |
outside me but an intimate thing that had to do with
my disgusts and self—restraints.[Eg-would take me
through little histories of how belching, farting,
spitting, excreting were differently regarded by

I =

different civilisations.
discovered something that I could never have
imagined. My very emotions were historical. dittle

PR L T cr-hnT;\ns_hé'__p_
Y 5—RY—SCh

wonder that I later took histex

11 7 Lead of d eolits
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. -+ Soho raTlawn ol
R 'fa-d/* he 2o el ey lw:r' A o - L & > S _\) |

. VA, a, by | becav—e
- But for me a%rbert never went far-enough. He

never got free of the idea that civilisation was a

kind of moral ascent to a better man or woman. He ,/éiff

) frpcoie ‘1_ C§ fl,m M
the—process of nnomimgqaaéa=ém:7ihuman. I didn’'t

like the idea that it was a thing that mede—you

qeas@nT—aﬁd—%h;¥ﬁ;% improved your manners. So I

disagreed with him all the time. Yet I couldn’t
properly say why. ¥—enly had hunches—and—surges—of

c e . _ . _ :
oftfen—=miie disagreements—with him—that—ghareened—mo™
== '

\
| X : e
couldn’t see that ‘the civilising process’—was ma-J—LéLZl, e
|
|
|
|

He made me impatient to be older, indignant to

bé eeonsFderesd a schoolboy.

R AN bois g

Hh
H

LI -t A Ln LN ) . .. ¢ 2?2
was a small man and had a ¥ery large nose-~which ef
o ] fesred Wa- T ke .
4 wegS—seen ,as an exaggerated -‘Jewish’ :nose. In
e sad, L e
Germanylbad baé=%onpowd?;/€t‘to.escape [Cxoiopmiinraiaf

oA
attention. g..a'ﬂa\_Lq_,, })ad—c-‘L’, uln W\ L..n\\-\rw. '

My Jewish.friends multiplied, Qr perhaps It -was

) a e .
that I lkead beqpme aware  of Fews for the first: time.

English Qp@S:camé—forwaxd.yltsseemed that at every

turn, every crisis when I needed openneéss and™ -~ -
AN
directness %4 any subject on earth one of them would
} v /

appearg ; : ke /T
Nerbertr. I-was—more—andmore—astonished—=t—the—rote
Jeus nl ::\Jlnd in Ty 1life C. was I=xr=z=rf half—Jewish./\

[l

. [T S NN 1t PR I .
,Inbay talked nh'\‘uu WITadC T coarkead—aoout, ClicyY ._;uar"d my-

. . . . X L S
interests but it was—ina-different moae, rc Iraua™

sQmething unashamedly intimate vet—it—was—withhele—in.
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/////(“\\\enthu31ast1c .about ‘war than most con

-conservative,
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there too, arde

backgrou Neittier of us knew a thlng

ourse. Why else the,

this
the Labour-

rvatlveég/////////

) She-
C? 1/‘**"\"/3 —  B¥t—+hen my whole associatidn with the Labour:

s

N

e a v iime 2 L
partyAhad a war theme. I used to 'stand outside a

railway station holding up éBpies”of“é”bfaédsheet

t )
w.called Spain and shoutingjgo the ‘workmen who came out

of..the station-Armé'For SpainJ Heow—ean=f—say-—now-that

~ﬁvlned the—revercd INSCITUTIoN caltedwar—ia—that

Oxfoxrd—xoom when at *5“ age—of—£iftech IS aLLCdUY'
i orPme
its—servant=llhen w n came up to me and teld—e,

»-3,

Why don’t you go out and fight there then? I had my
fetd | G

answer ready (I’d been & ), If you
would like to finance my trip I’11 go. JAnd I said the
same when holding up another bréadsheet‘fitled'Russia
Today? When they came up -and said 'If ydu like Russia

v )
so much why don’t you '‘go and live there mate? I said

the samelﬁlnance my trip.



Irever guiug CO a0 1tT.

Haé—weaéd—ée—%e—ﬁs-ﬂﬁo one wanted wary En*ﬁhat_me_ i

were the same—as—the-Germans—FE—was—what—HitIsr

' iy a1 = h | b 3 el
,.I_e_{le.a_t%d—puu.x._l.p;_y, we—want—orrtypeace——ardwe dre

S

that nobody wanted a war so close on that-—herrtiyte

1914-18 .

S ! - ; from

September 1939 to May 1940;‘ ! T
sver— ‘ w -er+=€?tt%1 at & FT/«;ﬂt

C. and I met

And it end in the spring

of 1940 when Hitler invaded Belgium and the Ardennes

in France, ﬂvu.ay*—a/‘v]&-«— 5 wv Ve dm‘lvf Bml«']

It—was—the—AmerTcarmr press that ’“3119('] this
s P. 2X

i : ! .
S rgptfy—war—3+t-was.

- peacefut—war,—we Qﬁhmn1phi1dren. We thought that

Britain—and—GCermany-must be npnnf1af1nn for >

settlement—after—att—We—aiso thought this was .
probakty—rubbish—In fact—Tt—wasplt—but—we—were

middle—aged—Ppy The time we found that out.

-

C. and I met at

e top of a warm

shaded Hampshife hill, we sat lay down on the

1th a few others ind the churchw We saw

each other, by accje€nt but yet certitude,~2very-day

after that. n one night we sta talklng with

friends until dawn. And she and I walked down the

——
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hill to where I _¥fved in the rising light. re was

birds were calling, y softly.. I had read sSome

play she~4s in love with you. And C.,
thing I said, threw a handfu eaf dust and

and went into-th

pebbles at me. We jumped

tiptoe, I remember .warm golden re

f the great

e kitchen wal and how the clo

copper pans on

v—of turning 1—h1s_wa.f_ﬂ':-nat-o-—a-

last—Phoney—Peaee0 e Use el ﬁ’\V““CA“J i .
k_,oV"C»-c,-_; aVvine el & :
I remember }ts%enéng_x@bNev1lle Chamberlain’s

declaratlon of war e#er—a—yeaf—before»—%f—d:dﬁ*f
cenn;nee—me—-Iaa_many_deub%s—hevefeé—aaﬂuiAus voice W/

e f Al Lhe redio. I—\:——d—rd-n—Lf:—fee-Jr—gsue-a few mildly—spekern—

words for what for us was the end of the world. It
./36 close to the
safe world we grew up in, a consumer world where

ed up (PUL ¢
earnings h&d—beeﬁ on the ug‘and the shopeLso brightly

sounded so polite,

and tea51nglyL%&%. It seemed impossible that we
should be torn from this so hesitantlyezfl#@ He
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Juol = vV Olee o Jhao “Te
It was/ the same :

Cacld
arriveqLat Croydon

Tt from his talks with

). r
This is peace in our time. ﬁmd—wha%evef—gevefﬁmeﬁ%s———————:£>

nay-have—eonsistenrtiy—said apoutChameertain—since,

CJh [ 7 T

inside story. if there was—ere;,—wourdtrave been

-

e,
1@;e;evant The war was on and our ideology was tha;r

L v ot

this war was to get rid of a reactionary—e*—éésg;stbAﬂh~

who wished to extend his tyranny to the whole of
Europe as—far—as-—the Russias-under a new ‘§3123117L;r4

German empire. —this _he was Subqfan*i:ting‘the

_Ma;x;st_nna1ysiq which—sard—that—trthe tast—stages
of~eapt%a%tsm—ée;Ges—wea%d—emerge—%e—g&ve—a—%&&t
doomed—oost. Thas was the background of Ilona

Polanyi’s happiness at being 1nvolved in the war. She

L\VL
CSQ%&Q%—SG%&%%E&—ShG’had no worrles about dying . fex

this—war.
And when Churchill became prime minister she was

happy nct -because she con51dered hlm §b different

t. b
from HltleQK in that he E99:was—ben;—en_shoxnmgp+g>

tha‘ﬂaqf riiins nf ﬁ:p1f211cm' hiit that he would get-*

the job done propérly,y%’job, she said, that would
remove him from power as soon aé it was finished
(which—ef—ceourse—happenad). The important thing about
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him, for her, was that he meant the end of

\appeasementi M 1\1./‘2 u\/\'\/‘lk Lo, &\,\4_1 cQJs-\..——k: . "——)

What none of us knew, as we still an the whale u~pyff

don’t, was that the se=callad' appeasement of ,Germany

wm'ﬂu_
hed—peer—a carefully considered foreign policy of

Britain, France and the USA for nearly. twenty years.-

L

And there some wobvious political wisdom in it. If you

e

Union, it stood to reason 'that you needed a strong,

“f‘@V“Zhi &ﬁﬁ: el —

orderly Germany to..stand up to it.

YN

3
W - eawnosad A
PO SRt

shanld.be, if possible, decideddiyantst eummgu&st. And
Hitler and his party, bizarre though they certainly
were," fltted thlS bill.. . . . T ‘ -
e e R WY
Ilona, saw.. auﬂgy4uun¥¥% }t~was—ba%—a—fea%ﬁfe
Au._
of-the—fa&%—ef—eapita&tﬂﬁh ﬁhe Ehsrsicge never saw

Ll

that the war mlght produce a -far more formldable

| A W SR
capitalism than before. £¥w~rvu&<_up-luxrv a el CijarasS,

) Neae—eé—us—grasped—%haqigaamberlain kae~never

nerveas&y—aﬁa’éravenly appeased!ﬂitler..He befriended

him, just as his dlplomat 5§ 'in Berlin did. And since

we never' grasped this fact—that Chamberlaln was

s1mply securlngﬁa powerful“buffer agalnst the Sov1et
aua&_\
Unlon—we never got to.understand why Hltler ahmyﬁ}

acLeé—with—snch—haster4A%f4u;4ﬂaﬁ@eh€eemeé—59—ea%eh—

+hp world nnpp1ng The reason was-he had so little

strength[cparticularly military strength. And he had
l\I&c_v 4‘\;\‘. _ ) . ' >
ﬁeZEacklng ferwar from his own people.l?hEFﬂmmﬁﬁﬁﬁiﬂi

the—Tast—one,—and—the—des 1tu For—arrd  TawliesSSIIeESS




—) St )’)M&‘ }s L,(’a/[_-b.
fﬁb\—f!h/tlce-u——w'lo_& =
w Ve e et &,QC./L_);\.—.., Is

Lo L MM[L-Q Ceo~S

Y R e PR f O -

—) K ld e a5 - Co b Ty T L
"HA-—L wle e . \L\/»\WM/L} %

. S P &
R et =T ] ot




31

ad to be-—altmest—rmo bltoodshred—And—1TT

pdinagfrom (*h:than ain

L= ¥y A~ o=y 2 2

[«

declared war. The dj

T Signature, WIen their

et.'..

'S leadershlﬁnwas'

close at hand and the

Iub)

commanders and- the~d1plomats

astorrishing—panache ~/And nodaneLpnderstood‘this. He o bt € ek
(Vv"-"b% M‘/"M thee ek AL U=

Wt e Lvl'n..( s o, o\A o o~ \]-t(,:\u ) /’mx)‘lmb Nl N'\—U\;( TLLQ .

TR < ™ Yuhd o s M, (941, —
Evéa hlslettack)eanelqlum “and Frangte could have,

been: halted by a swift allied reactlo L@A@ast%%fgezeh
M = \—MMMM-.‘ ‘ N‘)L/L
o) werful

y

A%

allied concentration nF frnnnq g_gas

fLL? /lt~kb e Alale & o Crena, Nvee &&4
greater nnmh oven nF f:nl{q were 'close to t+he very ..
>'e¢L=¢— f"\&( ~

point—of an attack—Buwt—re—gout Tounmd—the—back—of

That ‘was the reason for hj

of the so-

called blitzkrieg, ft armoured push that put the

oon after t got shelved, and

the old‘costly frontal attack was‘adopted once more.

>0, Cc,..LLLA ->‘~Q*(7 BJ‘“;'.““L“;L’ o
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Afrd—PeTause o OINe urcerstood Wi y—Irrcrer—3So +eovred—Ehe

s
e

a—of—swift—action no measures were taken to —

P

pr=-_14

We-gavg?htm-ﬂ\uld

tet

what he wanted because what he was doing was right
for British security. In occupying the Rhineland,
then Austria, then Czechoslovakia he was putting a

buffer north and east and south against Russian

. = VL S Y ST S
armies. W%JM

Even so he was very tentative about it all,
another fact we never saw,yThis was because he was
sensitive to British censure to the point of
hysteria. When he walked into the Rhineland (at that
time a demllltarlsed zone guaranteed by the Western-
powers) he equlpped his.. army1w1th’dummy bullets and
orderedn?hgg;gg withdraw E%jence should a French army
appear trom the west.

In the Czechoslovak crisis he cancelled his
invasion at the slightest sign of British
disapproval. Far from Chamberlain playing a weakly
appeasing tole,he was rather a fatherly figure for
»Hitler. He delivered raps on the knuckles and
caéefully worded warnings which while they often held

km back wereAgroomIng him tom _for g statesmanship

which the world would be happy with. ﬁias‘tti);ng;/“:E='fE?

Each time Chamberlaln warned er not to go too .

fast he added a paternal note that he was ‘sure that

together they could a&wavs—fr;;ZQE;:;;;:;n g@gfsollnl
./ e el aéy4uLu4~L

-
> N
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couldn’t believe what Hitler got away with, a fact
which precipitated him into Hitler’s arms. It was as
if Britain were warning the world off Hitler as its’ler
own baby. Mussolini massed his troops at the Austrian
frontier when news of the/yazi invasion, came. He
Y S 7§

waited in vain to be joined by alti=d armies.

Yet the wunwritten- pact between Britain and

Germany rested on a fallacy which neither saw. For

U deeed wto o fe Bt (ke b wan ; .
Chamberlain there was no peseébég;;§ tﬁgt Hitler' wee Tl

would be such a fool as to goW to war with Britain, hﬂ‘&*ba“hj

his best benefactor and the strongest country in the
Cwpell e, e o n
world, Lg country he, Hitler,Lrespected and admired/
beyond all other foreign powers. (And in pxreeisely the
, : by 5 .
same way Hitler was convinced ;P Ribbentrop, his
ambassador in London) that Britain would never, under

any circumstances, wage war against Germany.!ﬁnd—

14

palatable +to-neither British nor German popular

O§4ﬁ1QnT—%hey-G9uLi4M¥MH;4€a€h—9££$ciakﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁh—*
% o

\\j/British diplomats turned up at all the big Aézi

celebrations. Wlth their smiles they gave dignity to
ke, mopecdiiee .
a regime that Z;Qéef cover cfighfs, created With (Lﬂu;45

. 8
remarkable swiftness a reign of terror. {h¢‘nu*q/

N s A4-4_~>
Blaa—c - RITIG . 3 o DY
Z- . regTe—was—one thingthat—was—perfectty G‘Lm

e o—us. By 1937 Jewish dees were appearing

n London wifh their s

camps. Buy/ for the reﬂﬂﬂ¥algr ce the Jéwiksh question

was a mgtter sokély for Gefmany, aiot

the wérld. is didn’t g¢hange under C

or any Qpéééﬁtion

ron . OKg f—the
Luiea )

fa the foreign Offife’s Contempt

toO Hipler within Gefma became
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/.

the British government were quiczi§7
ly,

S that;/gistoric

o Hitler“in Germany, in

radio, nir he himself, could believe it possible.

WEED OUT: This was €ciall)y the case when Hitler

began threateming Poland. HAis stop-go decisions on

and when to invazde were so frequent it was a

what sustained thg’ people round-Him was e thought

ad got with/ég;’Rhinel d, Austria and

a crucial move in the plan @ etween

Russia and the West. That was why he had ma
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pact with Russia, to share Poland with an eneply which
might otherwise have declared war on him.

He would have liked a pact with London/ But that
would have been impossible for Chamberlairn/ because
the official story about Hitler was that /he was
always jumping the gun and that Britain/was unable to
do anything about it, even that Britain and her
allies was too weak to do anything Abo9%ut it, a
total lie. France alone could have fut one hundred
divisions into the field at any time. It would have
been a peaceful operation. Hitl would have retired
with his fingers burned and quite possibly the anger
felt towards him by army co nders and diplomats,
not to say the public, woulzyhave removed him from
office.

Not it was too late./Chamberlain had to seem not
Hitler’s friend but his/potential enemy. So he made

the disastrous move of/ guaranteeing the frontiers of

Poland. He could no more get an army to Poland, much

less set up a line o0f supply to it, much less give it
air cover, than t¢ fly to the moon. Logically
Chamberlain shouYd have stomached the invasion of
Poland as he had all the other invasions. Instead he
signed a guarantee that Poland would be protected. He
was in no pogition to protect it. He could no more
get an army/to Poland, and a line of supply to that
army, thar/ fly to the moon. It was too far away. An
airborne /army without supply lines was of course
unthinkgdble.

AJYl the guarantee did was to tie his hands. It

made war, should Hitler move, inevitable. Having
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given him Europe he would to fight for it back. To do
that was still possible. But there was no will to
fight. There was no will in Britain, and there was
even less will in Germany, which the first/world war
had devastated and almost starved out.
There lay Chamberlain’s hesitation bgth at
Croydon airport and on the radio announcing in so few
mild words that we were at war with Germany. And this
was why the Phoney War seemed a fit and/ proper result

of that declaration: neither side wanted to do

anything. So in fact there wasn’t a state of war.

There was exactly the same state as ere had been
before, with the next move up to Hitler. Yet Britain
and France put together an enormous/force on the
French border to Germany, enough to crush a German
army that was neither prepared nor/equipped for war.

But, given that things were the same as before,
the one thing that could be expected was a quick and
sudden invasion, as bloodless as/possible, of the
kind that the Rhineland, Austrid and Czechoslovakia
received. And this is what happgned. Hitler slipped
his armour into a gap. It was the very same thing he
had been doing all along. The tasualties were minimal
compared to what a frontal attack on 1914 lines would
have involved.

It was a bagatelle for Hitler to pour his
unprepared divisions through/ the gap and occupy most
of France. Again, bafflement on the British side.
Bafflement in all of us. Y7 we, that is the we of

the government, knew all about this attack—-before it

happened. It had the earlier Mannheim plan in its
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hands, and the natural assumption was fchat this, once
that plan was lost (intentionally or otherwise) in
Belgium, that it would either take pilace or be
revised and take place in another foym. It was clear
the Germans wouldn’t adopt a plan that had been lost
or leaked. But it was also clear that they had
possibly lost or leaked it in order to make us
believe that they were going ahead with it. So the
allies had two possibilities to prepare for, neither
of which would have involved much movement. The
armour was far superior to Hitler’'s, after all.

This was the truth but allf/ you knew in England
was that we had a miraculous or heroic or courageous
retreat from a place that wenf down in the bogus
pages of history as ‘Dunkirk]. No one asked why, at a
certain point in General Guderian’s advance to the
Channel, he was ordered by Hitler to halt, that is,
from his own point of view,, to fail to cut off and
take prisoner virtually a whole army. Nothing would
have been easier but Hitlgr was adamant: there must
be no further advance. quhave completed the advance
would have been to cut o%f the last available port of
escape from the British%%unkirk.

In other words Hitfer was still in the
friendship mode. He wapted to save his friend’s face.
He even ordered Goeriﬁg not to put any planes in the
air. Dunkirk was in that way turned into a blessed
victory. It was a media coup. With amazing skill and
typical courage a British army had slipped away from
the enemy’s grasp./And the story was such a total lie

that it is still believed today.
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ed it without estion. We who

onder why thoseAroops weren’t

On the day of Hitler’s thrust, Mdy 10 1940,
Churchill became prime minister. He flew to Paris and
argued against any withdrawal by the allies. He
agreed with the French commander Gamelin that
infantry battalions should be masged against the
Germans inn the old 1914 frontal jattack style. It was
hopeless and in one stroke of a few days Belgium,
Holland (that operation cost th¢ Germans only 180
casualties) and France were oc¢upied. Who had taken
the trouble to study Hitler’s methods of surprise
attack? Who, knowing that thef word blitzkrieg best
described these methods, had/adopted methods that
would have worked miraculougly on German forces that
were as yet poorly equipped and under-trained? It
wasn’t at all because the/minds of army commanders
were still set in the 19Y4 mode. That was only a
symptom that could and U& some extent later was
corrected by the politifcians. Much deeper was a
reluctance to do anything fast or decisive because
there was no justifiable reason for the two sides to
be fighting at all, An view of the greater enemy in
the East.

This is how war is obliged by its nature to deal
in lies. Suddenly/masses of agreements have to be
hushed up, agreements that may have been, if not
agrreable, polipically wise. To produce a black and

white situation/of enemy against enemy everything has
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to be simplified, and all the elaborate regotiations
that preceded war have to be suppresse

So when we all walked up Whitehal shou;fﬁg Down
With Chamberlain and Chamberlain Must/ Go a%l'we were
doing was, with one more step in the dar%//closing
off the truth from ourselves much more gffectively
than even a government could. War As thhs a system of
wiping out all trace of earlier Qealyéés that fail to
fit the enemy-to-enemy formula, as iﬁ the case of the
friendly dealings between the qili@s and Hitler’s
sorry group of nazi hopefuls iA the Thirties—which
but for that studied diploma?}c/%riendship would
never have found the political/status behind which to
put all Germany in the grip of a spy system.

I had no grasp of this 5@ all, only hunches and
doubts. I was puzzled, I wondered but never a
question formed on my liﬁé.

For instance when oﬁ/the day the London docks
were bombed I looked up/and saw those tiny glittering
fish in the sky I nevé@ asked myself why Hitler had
chosen Saturday afteﬁnoon when no one would be
working there. All We said was, Lucky it was Saturday
afternoon. S

We did think from time to time that there was a
chance of some cdhtact between the British and German

t

governments. fhen we put it down to wishful thinking.

On the othey hand the fact that the Phoney War had
happened s¢emed to say that some negotiations might
possibly still be going on. But as to a political
friendship being the reason for that phoney phase

neither we nor the American press had any idea. Not



42

>C££/ _ _ '
But7—evermore—important, Hitler went on crying

for help. The war could, with sufficient ingenuity,
have been halted. On October 10 h%Z;;oposed a peace
conference publicly, which meant, as he knew, that he
would get a public rebuff. Then he told his army
commanders that, fearing an attack from Russia at any

time, he felt the need to attack in the west and if

possible overrun France,. ;gt?hat—way—he_uauiﬁtﬁave-

Aot e TRyt —t . Raade.
;;;; g—oarrcerT wItllh Dl 1 Lldrllre puc

by—mnow the-diplamatic channels -were—elosed—When—thats

no—peace—oiters wore—to—pe—-entbertained—freomany

Guarter—ImT Germany .

Churchil;vfound himself in the gquandary of a
huﬁdred lifetimes. .Suppose Germany and Russia a
deeper understanding, one that gave Ge;mqny a. free
hand.to invade Britain? What if, mdfé.iikely; Hitler
attacked Russia?-The victory of either Russia or
Germany would then be bad news.. It wouid mean facing
an impreghable continent. If those countries fought
each other, sb to speak, to the death, bleeding each
other to death-that would be the ideal solution Bbut
wasn’t the basis of a policy.

It was this that turned Churchill towards
America, as the only country that could see off both
Germany and the Soviet Union. The USA was a vast
irresistible supply source. By that one decision the
very nature of war changed. It became total war where
you leave a people without much of a claim to being a
nation at all. They are totally surrendered up to
you, leaderless. The Casablanca agreement of 1943

just put it onto paper. It brought in great
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liberality as to weapons employed. The cover war had
always had, namely as an ethical quest, was now a
destroyer of rival power. As for the balance of power
that presupposed the right to negotiated surrender,
that was now historical.

At least this is honest. War at last exposes its
real intent which is solely destruction. This second
world war, far from saving the Jewish civilisation in
Europe or even wishing to or designing to at any
point, was the instrument of its destruction. For six
long years Judah’s chief persecutor was allowed to
run riot. This we now reverently call the holocaust.
It wasn’t that western leaders didn’t care about the
Jews. A friend of Churchill’s once said, He’s too
fond of Jews. But total war is total, even unto the
heart. The fearful blanket bombing of German cities
had to be sanctioned, after all, by those same
leaders some of whom must surely have had, once, a
German friend or two. Cologne alone lost 600,000
people. As to Dresden the best thing to be said about
it after its bombardment was uttered by the Royal Air
Force commander who organised it. Asked what happened
to Dresden last night? he said Dresden? Dresden
doesn’t exist.

This wasn’t holocaust?

A guilty people had to be punished in any vile
manner possible, burned to death in their own homes
if necessary. That was the nature of total war and
unconditional surrender. The Casablanca conference in
1943 simply put it down in writing—all or nothing.

And that ‘all’ was meant. Just as the Jews were
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vilified as less than human within Germany so were
the Germans without. It is no good talking about the
nazi state being ‘totalitarian’ (a favourite word of
the war years), every society mobilised for war is
precisely that. The emphasis now is on the
development of weapons to any degree of lethality.
You have given yourself permission to treat the
victims as human refuse. Suddenly men, women and
children, the passive spectators of whatever their
leaders decide (as we certainly were too), could be
wiped off the earth in the most horrifying
circumstances.

That it should lead, this total war, to avid
research into atomic fission was simply logical in
the coldest sense. In the fifteen century it was felt
to be a soldier’s victory-right to pillage and rape
and kill at will. The ‘enemy’ people no longer shared
the right to live and breathe, and total war simply
took that to the point of their extinction by any
frightful means whatever.

But total war contained a sub-clause to this
treatment of fellow humans. It was inherent in the
idea of ‘unconditional’ surrender. Total war removes
the right even to have a country, even to feel that
you belong to it and are independent of other peoples
-in other countries. And ultimately this total war
that emanates from government slips out of the hands
of government for the good reason that government
gets weaker and weaker and the private or (what
governments hopefully call) ‘illicit’ manufacture of

every kind of lethal weapon that is now used not by
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country against country, because this arrangement is
in process of breaking down, but within each country
so that governments, armed to the teeth as they must
be for the employment at any time of total war, must
now wage war against people in our midst who have no
need to ‘declare’ war or go through any of its
elabdrate choreography. Do we not recognise ourselves
now?

And it is no good me saying that all this was
above our heads in that year fatal year of 1941, when
all chance of a carefully worded, even cunning, peace
was thrown away not by Hitler, who yearned for it,
but by the allies, it is no good me saying that we
were unaware of the war having changed its character,
for good and all. We of course didn’t use words about
it. History isn’t spoken as it goes along. We simply
went on ‘fighting’ because we were fighting. Both
sides were permanently exhausted, permanently out of
sorts with what was going on, permanently feeling
nothing about all the old-fashioned things the media
went on burbling about. You listened to J.B.Priestley
on the radio addressing ‘Mr. Schucklegruber’, a
supposed family name of Hitler’s, you listened to his
discussion of war aims, his voice was homely, the
northern accent gave you a feeling we all belong
together, but it was just self-indulgence, as the
communists’ ‘we are witnessing the collapse of
capitalism’ was.

War aims were simply a clever gimmick. Hitler
started them up as soon as he heard about ours. You

suddenly were fighting an old-fashioned war, long
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precedent to the 1914-18 war, and it was all about
how bad things were before and now you were going to
right them. That is, you spent six years battering
the life out of each other in order to make the world
nice. But the fact is that war, and especially total
war, never gets cleared up, it proliferates by
osmosis. The first total war from 1941-45 was
followed by more than fifty years of constant war or
threats of war—threats local and global. And we see
no let-up at this time. The lethal-weapons industry
is a major breadwinner, a top investment-market
feature.

What hope did C. and I have together since the
very idea of a human bond became, somehow, you
couldn’t put your finger on it, dissolved? As I sat
in that pianist’s studio in an increasing silence and
solitude I knew, of course I did, that the chance of
a bond as a soldier was confined to brothels. C. was
in apparently in a luckier situation, she would go on
being a student and meeting people but cupid’s bow
gets tired. The atmosphere of a war-isolated country
becomes embittered by the lack of any chance on the
part of the civilian to be war-like. He or she might
be manning an ach-ach gun but it was purely
defensive. My mother and father simply sat the war
out, their windows smashed in, their street
constantly shaken by massive nearby explosions,
always scuttling to the reinforced cellar, eating not
too much or well, believing more and more that the
law of probabilities was against them. It was far

preferable to be conjured on to a ship, escorted past
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Gibralta, let down on to the ravishing golden yellow
shores of Phillippeville in North Africa as I was,
and I knew it. Within the confines of battle I still
had the freedom of my limbs. We had to be rested,
after battle exhaustion. We ate well.

And sitting in that silence couldn’t go on for
ever. C. and I had said goodbye at a railway station.
She was off back to the north. We didn’t say it was
the last good bye but we knew it was. Friends no
longer came to the studio. And at last the
mobilisation papers came. Not as a relief that
something was going to happen at l@st but because my
past was dead and these papers at least would move
me—passive and numb to the point of stupor—into a
future without roots.

But you can’t lose your past. I learned this at
the training camp in Yorkshire where I was sent.
Every week we used to have a kind of discussion
morning. The idea was to revive your mind after
daily drilling and rifle cleaning and lectures on
weaponry had all but knocked it out. Different
subjects were chosen and cadets jumped to their feet
and put their points of view. They were meant to do
it freely but not one free statement emerged because
we weren’t free. Then one day the subject of Religion
was chosen. I had so far sat through these bogus
dialectical ordeals without word or movement,
thinking almost certainly of C. But all of a sudden
one of the cadets got up and said something that
seemed to me so outrageous that I had leapt to my

feet without knowing it. I can’t remember what I
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said. It was long after my atheist phase when I was
still a choir boy which got me temporarily removed
from my position as head choir boy. All I know is
that the words poured out of me and everyone sat very
still. And afterwards I got a message from Major
Worsley, one of the most serenely composed men I ever
met. He wished to see me in his office. When I got
there and had saluted with that awful smack of the
right heel on the floor he told me to take a seat.
And he confessed quietly, studying me with his eyes,
that he had been on the point of sending me away—as
hopeless officer material. But just now I had shown
him that I was hiding a very different personality
behind the chosen moronic one. And for that reason he
was going to retain me. On condition that I promised
in future to bring the whole of me to the parades,
lectures and manoeuvres, instead of the other chap.
So my intelligence saved me—to kill or be killed
as an officer. And that same intelligence was called
up again and again once I had that pip on my
shoulder. War marshals it, turns it to use. The past
I thought was dead came to save me, make me ever
better material for the killing or being killed, in
butter mockery if you like but war keeps you alive
too—for the next time. Even C. in her silence helped.
Once in uniform I began drinking quite a lot. I
now had the money to do it. One day my mother looked
at.me and said with her irresistible tact, You’re
beginning to look dissipated. And I stopped abruptly
but when I went north for my training my face went

yellow with jaundice and with a high temperature I
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was ordered to get out of bed and pack my kit and
haul it across the vast drill square to the sick bay.
Which taught me that the army expects you to get
through and that if you don’t that may be regrettable
for your family but there is a war on. That was very
sobering and I took note of the silent warning.

When I got my pip as second lieutenant I was
posted south again, to Kent. We were billeted in a
large house with much wood panelling. The wooden
stairs cracked and bent under hundreds of booted
steps a day. I stood in the mess once, alone,
thinking of Churchill’s most famous speech when he
said that we would fight on the beaches, fight in the
streets. That speech is supposed today to have
rallied us from a state of apathy or disillusion or
resignation, even pacifism. And the speech did
nothing of the kind for the good reason that our mood
wasn’t any of those things. It was Jjust ‘there’s a
war on’, which is always a gloomy thought but a
thought is all it is.

The speech was somehow too colourful, its
rhetoric too dramatic. We were stunned by it,
certainly. We were stunned not by the thought that we
would be invaded (after all Hitler was now on our
doorstep) but that it would come to us fighting in
the streets and on the beaches. In that case what
with? What had happened to the army, above all to the
navy, the greatest in the world it was said? And the
air force—had we suddenly stopped building planes?

Because of this talk of fighting to the death on the
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streets and the beaches we realised that the country
was powerless after all.

And we couldn’t believe it, in the sense that
while we did believe we couldn’t see how it was
possible. But nobody, least of all Churchill in his
speech, had said anything about the power of the
country. Yet he had. That was why the colourful
rhetoric was necessary—to evoke an alarm which only
secondarily, on thought, would evoke our fear that
our power was down the spout.

Nothing of the sort had occurred. Our power was
infinitely greater than Hitler’s. It was a cleverly
delivered downright lie. And we fell for it, puzzled
and dissatisfied and by no means rallied to a fith in
the streets and the beaches but resigned-yes, the
resignation started only now—to the entirely false
fact that in all the years leading up to the war not
an offensive weapon had been made, not a battle
cruiser, not a gun.

Then we were told, as a staggering corollary to
the speech, that our government and our royal family
would in the event of invasion be taking off for
Canada. There was nothing wrong with that except that
it implied, what was of course perfectly obvious,
that we would never succeed in keeping out,thel
Germans evenkif‘wemall died fighting them with our
rusty rifles (disinterred from the 1914 war) and’
presumably sticks and stones. Would the arm§ and the
navy and the éir force had fled to Canada too? And
there was another thought to live with, one that

certainly didn’t rally anyone in any sense, namely
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that our country would have to be invaded in order to
get rid of the Germans once they were here. All round
that speech was a smack in the eye, with £he proviso
that we did now, at last, have a leader and that he
would somehow, even from Canada, see us through,
should there be any of us left.

Then we were told that in view of the invasion
that was more or less inevitable we had to watch
every word we said and every person we talked to.
Then the Germans in the country, nearly all of them
refugees from Nazi persecution, were interned. Even
the government was quickly embarrassed about that and
quickly released them.

But what the speech chiefly closed the door on
(that speech was remarkable for the cunning with
which many fields were simultaneously covered) was
our hope that peace negotiations between the two
governments had been going on in the alluringly
phoney part of the war and above all that they were
continuing even now. That allowed Churchill, in one
of his first acts as prime minister, to warn everyone
round him that no peace offers of any kind were to be
entertained.

Above all perhaps the speech opened the way to
inviting the USA, a second time, to come to war with
us. It was a by now natural political assumption for
the conservatives that the English-speaking world was
a single unit, and quite distinct from the European
continent. Chamberlain when prime minister had even
suggested to Washington that Britain and the USA

should form a Union.
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How little we knew. And this puzzled ignorance
was something I felt so keenly in that cloistered
officers’ mess with its wood panelling darkened more
with time than varnish.

When news of the arrival, on May 10 1942 (as if
to recall the German invasion of Belgium and France
exactly one year before), of no less than Hitler’s
deputy or second-in-command, Rudolf Hess, in a plane
from which he parachuted in Scotland, you would have
thought that at the very least a gasp of astonishment
would have gone up in Fleet Street and been reflected
the very next morning in bold banner headlines. Not a
bit of it. Again in the officer’s mess I spotted it
by chance in the busy heart of the newspaper, with a
little factual headline that seemed to declare that
in war you always have top enemy officials popping up
in your country, for no very clear reason.

When I saw that hidden news item I knew that it
meant the closure of all peace efforts whatever. And
that it had been intended, that flight of Rudolf
Hess, to conclude negotiations of long duration. This
much at least I had worked out for myself by tracing
a single in three events—the Phoney War, the
Saturday-afternoon bombing of the London docks that
saved many hundreds of lives, and the absence of any
bombing of the British troops fleeing from Dunkirk.
To me it was clear that Hitler wanted or needed a
peace with us, and that we could have had it before
he invaded France. An act of real politik wouldn’t

have been unheard of in British history. It might
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have given us a breathing space, one which wouldn’t
have ended in the fall of Europe.

The feeling in that wood-panelled mansion in
Kent was that we were awaiting transfer abroad. And
one day a batch of us was given leave, sure sign that
we were about to move. When we got back we entrained
to a Scottish port and there embarked for a secret
destination we knew to be North Africa. Every time we
looked out of our portholes we saw a reassuring
armoured vessel escorting us. Our boat contained a
vast weight of live British flesh which the German U-
boats or submarines were hungry for. We were wafted
through the Gibraltar Straits to the tranguil
Mediterranean where we felt safer because of the
warmth and the colour of the sky, though it was less
so. And finally we walked down the gangway in a land
of white and yellow beaches and an almost silent sea,
its wash sleepy and slow with an untouched sound of a

thousand years ago. It was Phillippeville in Algeria.

ADDENDUM ABOUT SOVIET-GERMAN PACT (to forestall
Anglo-Soviet one).

This was August 23 1939 (check). On September 1°5°
Hitler invaded Poland. War declared on September 3*¢
The pact secretly agreed the partition of Poland
and the Baltic States between the two countries. By

August 1940 Societ Union had Estonia, Latvia and

Lithuania, and on the Black Sea Bassarabia and N.



54

Bukovina. The declaration of war thus secured the
immediate dismemberment of Poland and its subjection
to Moscow for decades after the war—and declaration
was to guarantee Polish independence! Never was a

battle more quickly lost.
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Maurice Rowdon

44 Brookwood Road London SW18 5BY U.K.
tel: +208.874.5361
e-mail: rowdoxy@aol.com

Tim Johnson
Heythorp Road
London SW18 5BY 13.12.02

Dear Tim:

Your absolute promise some weeks ago that Wojtek
Kryszak would do the work he had been paid for, and
that he was only waiting for the weather to improve,
has not been fulfilled. The weather has improved
considerably (and for a considerable time now) and it
is clear that he has no intention of doing the work
we have paid him for.

An article of his was removed some days ago from our
patio, which means that he or one of his youths broke
in. If this should occur again I shall call the
police.

I shall be taking Wojtek Kryszak before a Small
Claims Court for the full repayment of what he owes
us, and damages for the deterioration of everything
we have put in the patio hut, where we expected
immediate heat and light on the basis of our
agreement for which he was paid.

By the way, Wojtek told us that Martin and the other
youth employed on the last stages of the work had
been sacked and that their work, which we had
repeatedly complained was shoddy (like putting the
two fires on 5-amp plugs) was indeed that. He even
implied that the shoddiness was deliberate. Of course
we were paying top builder’s rates for these people.
They were doing both electrical and plumbing work and
neither was qualified as an electrician or Corgi
registered.

With best wishes
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have no way of deciding is true or fals¢ or mad or
psychiatrically incompetent or bent. on/nothing but
death and destruction, even its own. No matter where
our pre-selected meanings lead, therg we will. have to
follow.. Since we have no way of finding out what we
are bent.on, what our meanings. are/bent. on, .we.cannot
properiy determine how our world yill go, and
certainly we cannot assure: oursej)ves any means of
controlling it. We.simply unleagh the environment
that pours from our words. and jt is soon beyond our
control. So we have never been able to make a
religion or civilisation thatf has lasted. There are
exceptions to this (the Jewd spring to mind) but on
the whole.a pattern of fregetic rise and fall, with a
media figure of one to thyee thousand years for each,
seems to establish itselfl. The excavations between
1880 and 1914 in the Euyphrates and Tigris valleys
threw up a remarkable Acture of very varied
civilisations in a smgll area that defied the
Christian picture~ (which lasted.until beyond.the
second of the twentieth century) of a human ‘history’
that started, earlifest, in. Egypt,.and contained no
religiéns at all cept, grudgingly, the one into
which Christ was
N&t that we/ should smile at this. All
civilizations Have their certainties,.their absolute
in-house laws/ Without them they wouldn’t convey that
sense of belgnging to .an. intimate shared world
(consensus)/that the human like all animals must
have. Nearly all religions.must, claim the power to

think the truth and the only truth not because they
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THE LIES WE LIVE AND DIE FOR

Memoirs of a lying time 1939-1945
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