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I s u enly rlgbtn d of the idea of anoth r hole ni t 

l one in thi b ildin . I as too 1 t to h v look 'f1tt d 

on the down tair door. ine at least I oouln loc. And if I 

got rally soare;d I could to a hot I, even in the middle of 

the night-th 1'$ a ou h on y 1 my ooket ow. 

I didnt t h v in ~ I prom1 ed my If. I ate at a 

steak- bar in Leic t r ar at a table by the indo with t 0 

t en-agars who ·ggle and hiapered to Boh otbJr and 0 etime 

r each d ·th laughter. va t greynes tretch d over the city 

irrespective of the 01 81' sky th r d n t dusk; it got 

into the pavnt and the burd .n d, grimy all and filled the 

waste p per in ' the gt tJ~ ra t touching the ble light of the 

closed hops, ntering th bus with the~r y 110 light and 

gaBing pas , ret 0 that nothing in th 01 t or an intimate 

e age---o y ilent plan and biting wind d illion of 

thoughts Which oontribut d t - no organic . hole but hifted 

t . ly a1 ng 0 sri u . d nih, a ong which a 

own, enee f Ion lin from y \vife 0 raw that it 1a 

an urg t hu .. e --a if I'd been tretched bodil a thous and 

mil s and the -tortur a . onl '! ju t taking aff ct. Until I 

a with h e r I didn't really know h t I f It . Feeling Ie ~ 

than u u 1 a good but not b arabI . I te h If-heart dly 

and w8sn' t uff1eiently int re te togo look1 g for h 81 thy 

foo'd . A we a no of ~y wif ould h v been enough :fj r e---

the link oul h ~ been enough---,.but th oi ty in h ioh too any 
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thought hd been 

tht y pe to 

]>ub by th fir , 

t oro 

th 1 

- urpo 

d1 t 

r _ h rry in 

1 0 ibl I nd all 

of ll.bing. in 

hand. rr orubbed 

out th th tr and nt b ok to the offic e rl Pt d 

Pal 0 b ' d 1 ft long go t nd 0 t 0 th tr at w in rlc-

n • Th door do still opn, and th kioking I 

g ~ t ad no iff no; uld h to , t c rp t r 

in th in • I acr hI d up the d rk, ad n t ir 

look m If in the roo, • I wrot letter t wif d e -

d to a, d tb t ome criblng 0 t 0 h t ha hap 

r lie J to talk to h r 8 ain. 

re ,· TO d If for ti it. 

I ad d anoth r drink, an 

l1tched the Ii ht off and 

lay do i th darkn , in y 0 rooet . co r ' d with y t 

p r ~ Ii t , hare ting on the leeth r u1to hioh VI 

proppe ' all. h ilene in the oity 

I saar th t it t b - ft r inight. h r er 

i 01 ted foot t p no , d o 0 r t ioe the pas. i g of 

at ackle p d. b tpho be 0 ran twic t once 

befor midnight dona con after thr .- 11 that ti 

lay v;ak 1 te ing and h If Ii t ning. om 

1m r ion of noi • I 81 0 t g up, r olvi to 

hot 1 0 , b t 3 too lasy. 0 0 eould h 

til 

ly 

a car 

ju t 

I 

the 

fin 

rn th 

omeon pu h d op n 'th tr , t door. but n thin 0 m aft 

I lif'ud Y h d Ii htly end 11 t n d th my br th h Id. 

I t r1 d r laxin f br athin d ply. Y rib xpan ing id y, . ' 

y erm 100 , ohin d P d, . y hould r pull do from 

t 
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my neck. not hunobe • t cert in ti 1 th ni thor e fe 1 

af and go do n on 11 four • B~d it u t b v b n bout th n , 

ot long 1;>e ore 'J that I ell 1 p. In y 0 in ttl 

r olv d ot to PP Rr in th off1C th n t 
~ 

rning but to 

tak into the country. I idn t n - why thi oa e 

tnt Y had. I a lookin f lr en b urd cap . 

A u usl ft r ale in b dly I e rly , b for dam , 

tchin i or p . oroa the roo i h oftn the ds ver 

r 11 1 , b a fr il blu kyo 0 ... into 

be! ~ a on th d Y r , and I 'pull d y If up h a ily fro 

my lay r of ok t and trou X" . be r oo icy cold and 

I VI r luctant to t 'e y 0 orco t off n to 'Olung y face 

in col w t r in th n rro k1t ch n • I ha d 10 -1 and p in-

ul1y, ru bed Imond oil into y f c habit 0 y ara'. I 

bru h Y h ir with wire bru h th r 8, dandruff-- -th 

an tio ~I thou t, of reo , t b food . he 'phone dOl t ir 

It ocourred to m r g ""'1"'fIII~""" an aont~nu ,d fa any 1 t t • 
th t 1 t mi ht b Pel rmo wanting y , but ith till t n 

u1 in pock I oould afford a fr e orni r . I ran down tair 

i t th C t e rt d teat, dedi g t grab c p of tat 

rom the i ht the station. Th Tu J tr i a ill quali 

b for, with pt io - o c rtona a d i1 er pap • ate 100 

11 t b nnin t ·th rly- orning ork r , muffl d 

d clut ch1ng th ir spar . or ith and tuff d de p in th ir 

pocket f in clothe tb t 0 tly didn't f·t ~d er in ghouli hly 

horribl colour, all d rk. h ic 'nd rom outside w pt 
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du t . eros the st atio floor , 11e a wo n ' voio oho d in 

, th t 1 rafter ,t iring th ti e of train to at tion I 

couldn't t und rstand . I wen to th 11 t d board whioh h dntt 

chan g d inoa I a ohild. I b d thirty- fiv i'l1ut to a 

train t o th South Co t, d wnt to the buf t wbre oold n 

qu u d for cup oft am1ng tea . . not t lk1n to eaoh oth r; 

th r er n rrow oomfortabl rmohai . , tb 1r oovrs drab end 

dua~y, and lipped, y t a in the e dreaming tat a th 
I 

oth Th . crowd. gr 'uddftnly into 00 ine ,. • 
hurry1 g eros t e ~t8t1on, the sound of their tep 

outs1d . • 

aasive 

under the roof. I thought of this t tion y ar befor 

on a unlit om1 g , 0 d ep in the Befor that it a like B 

po to 

if it 

oan in 

r an unfoldin 

ind, it n we h d till looked t life a 

tory. it we. , an unrold--
ing story, only we could no longer fl.nd the alu • But it elt 

t')r::.7 
t... :/ • • 

to e mor like a tory that bad nd d , and like anotb -r b ginning 

hich a a s 010 d to u in its meaning as Life had 81 va b 

b for th t opened our ind and 010 ad our 

heart eould thankfully not under t d, but had • now , 
th n tion that Iif b 1 g 11 d for u • and e didn t t , 
kno h ·t the rdict aa , caul 0 longr see our el 

weav d hope and d ir round our live l in the ruin th t 

nlighte _ ent had m d • 

s, 

Thing, in London h d look d neat r b for . I r mb r d 

an 

th e Tu.be tra1 a gl in and vivid, like toy painted h1 tl s 

hoot1n tbrou the dark. And th pro BIl rou , broodin train 



• 

• 

• 

to tb North that h d dr v out 0 t .tio on v Iv h el 

and hummed anton th 

people ne tly clothed. 

in the fter a~d • I t 

a in ruin . 

or ••• nd the poli h dbu e • 

But the c n ry a irr levant now, 

ttitud that oount d. he B fore 

his gav e the sen e of a surging fr dom of ohoic 

t being bemmed in no long r: here a he oth r 1d of th 

Enlightonm nt: In this 0 t olas . Ie 

thou ts d not people laun ed, on y 

of orld , ber only 

s the token of this 

freedom; you could fe 1 thi fre dom ell round you---you only 

bed to di r gard th rU1n nd piok your ay through the like 

8 vi it r, mentally in the Aft ,r ard , and th only token you 

n eded asoney, ·th t on organi ational faoet of the Before 

hich had had to r . in. I f It a if I er u denly baking 

my.self a ake---I could go into any hotel wi thout fa lin I 

didn't belon , I could take trips to th oountry a d din at 

r 0 arch! plaoes if there ere any I -ft, the hole range of 

258 • 

11f was for the first ti open to m like a giant , brillia tly 

decorated e calator going nowh re b~t n~ce in it ooth move-

ment and the gaiety of it s en ')'er • It re uired no pa sion, 

in fact it r efuted it . You k ept assion for the ~ 11 nee; 

unlike in the Befor t you didn't hide it igns on your face; 

you lived in the ruin of the Before , but you er/uomplet 1y 
~ 

of different ch racte~, you ere the harlequin. In the ruin 
'I -Hv;, ~}"' ~ ~ plW't" 

and church and politic ---amid
/
, c nio 01 

you ere t I s t your own elf. 
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I got into 0 of the du, ty, evil .. 111ng carri g hich 

had "uet b en vao t y a har of oking. ru tlin t niff1ng 

people, and eit for the tr in to dr out, 

to r s the fir t di 'nl1 ;ht of the d y. It as empty, and 

th icture eros ad y ind 0 tiny countJ:1 tetion th one 

ood n platfo ' among gleaming tree I on ornin h n mok 

l'O ~ in a tr ight line. 

hi tle f - m a m n en th 

r. Horn • 

Then th tr in dr out . after 

tation who rai d bis flag like 

d 

an hill didn't a pe r for a long t1 • ~ber er 

only -.: U t eith r ide. and om i a ain treat 

unk lnder th rail a -1 v 1 11k a heap of comm ro here 0 Y ' 

the filthy sign er x a t and not tb actual product. he 

U . nd tb d r l1ct, batter cars OT d b 10 only b oause 

notbi g h d Y t to pped them, not thro their own foroe nd 

,eo , i t • B t the the oountry 1d b gen, ith ri.41 culo u sly 

• , ·(iownlet no 8 l ' d th f on of tho e tt pt by the .. fter-

rds to dre s itself up a th rations nd orderly,: !J predictabl 

he r so ur that thin S ould oontinu to d v lop 

nicely--- hat tb enery ,oul on bing painted with fa tar 

plan d f t r tr in And fa t r oolour and fa ter irl • 

They loved th ~r buttons tht lifted wi ndov , e p1r ,1 vatory 

eat : the effortl pr ; ura that tilt d plane t ountain: 

th qu tion that and uffl ,d the d of the 'oon~ 

1 th th ir dark for .. Face th 

1niti t .ithout underatandin that 

t th arId th y had 

trap h d been prung for 

th m 0 dey at tingly subtl th t th Y ould end proolaiming wh t 
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th Y h d m ant to de troy , the h er inti at arvel of lit as 

it fro the beginning. They ere fright n d t think of th.e 

gam of chance into hich th had been flun: that th univers e 

a not ' perbap rational. hey tore t the surface frantieally~ 

xpl oded nd oatapul ted nd co bu t d f or all they ere orth; 

clai ing to 'conquer t all the ti , e, even to 'prob .' And thO re 

8S nothing new •. !hey 0 e back to the 8 e hat d ki 8 . 

fter 111ion of ilea , the am sands , th s 11 ·t: ore 

million t and ore rIds , th sme, the S8 e. Th Y ooul1n't 

escape thest111 gaze from outer sp c , t he eye th ted 

to be etching all the ti e so cal ly and 1 thout even any re ent-

at . h ey c e down and report d that no God had be n s n up 

there: only to face the prospect that a God incapable of bing 

s een, yet co anding the · lllion and 11110ns of lie and th 

aeons o f t1 8 with hi one tl11ness (or sameness) w e 80 ething 

that the r 8 on h d better shudder at d be oont nted with its . 

shudd r , and f ind in this shudder the key to conquerin and 
I 

probing such a a thou and wild jilurn 18 ouldn't accomplish. 

But really their bogus cienee as desi ed to achi eve no uob 

thing even as the breaking of v 1ls to r v al the beautiful 

nak d d sahina, but si6ply to d troy , to blow tb v eil --------"""'-'---
up once and for all and end that intimaoy that tar d you in the 

faoe and even d1dn't blanch at what you thought were your black-

e t and therefore' most sacred seer t , but kne no sear ts at all . 

, O~ in the country the un was no longer frail but pi erced 

through the tree and drenched the fields 1 th such colour that 

if there had be n heating in the train I would have 1 agined it 
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full ere By n rro ing y eye slightly I could uppos the 

tree in leaf and forget the till poole of wat er that had coll­

ected in grassy dip , due to the rent torrents that h d co in 

sudden , ttacks, strangely coincident with 8 n sp tiel experi ent---

rock t fir d , the oon b1t~ I had r d 80 e here th t sine the 

e1 ght nth ce tury , due to natural voloanio xplo ion t rId .. 

te p r tUres had f 11 n by on d gr 

explosions f volcanic po 

not c ntur1 s---do? ' e uld 

• • , whet uld unnatural 

ed i to one or t 0 d oade , 

if the Before had r a on for 

it conf1d noe in a plan! !h Y did 't beli va in God-of cour 

nothing divine--but tb y relied on the 8 e old d.1vine b alance 

bing ' kept all the ti e, in the univer end in the h u an body, 

jjuat as if t her ,er a God , and one oat sympathetic to u • 

Lapped in the safety of the Before, they play d in th Aft ard 

like daffy ohildren, destroy , g the pr mi es fro which they 

tart d a fa t th Y could go . Th 1r • 01 noe ' a 0 crass 

that it couldn't free its If from the xplo ion: th twas 0-

es ssr,y to all its probes and victories. Ev rytbing t rt d from 

th t . No onder 1 t as don wi th 111 tary fund • That s the 

plan--to kill: 11110ns of ere tur in laborator1 s---torture 

tb to deeth; wreck the eathe'r; hold the hoI of 1if u to 

rnso , in pro is of one last explosion of all . !nd 'n ture' 

as suppo d to t d up to all t his-acoording to th very people 

ho au posed them, elve , not to b liev~ in n tur at a 1 • 

It b gan to dawn on e that these fie ld and oopses and ahallo 
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stre 8 hugg d by i110 8 nd low b dg and i mense elms a 

oak that t by a10 ly while I loll d in y 8 at r like 

memory: or rather , th y r in f at a emory its If, 11k 

that igbt of Buckingh Palso I had h d . I r elise th t 

I s no long r loo~1ng on th a real . uob Ie S B th o t 

r al t hing th re ' e in life , to which e ould return a 

bad come. dust to du t , ~hey er actually in the eel s th 

emory of relatively innooent st te of affairs ; I 

r lat1v 1y b c u e hav n an innooent part of 

n tur • 

peat. 

The e things ere no\ th 1 and hap of th 

nd thi pat off red no p e oh byioh 1 t could b com 

our pre ent • A majjor co unication had broken down. 

nd I felt tbi even or h n I got out of th tr in t 

all at t10 near Havant , 'close to the co st , and actu 11y 

felt the f11d under f t nd alled the s • Th re 8 

bardly any wind no , nd tb sun h d an eerly,- pring strength. 

I down narro road fro the tat ion end turned 1 ft 

o 

rook os d and 

en poplars and freshly loughed fields her the 

ept pond rously down th wings that se d 

cut untidily at the ed es. 

I a gull that had co 1nl d, and red th t 0 8 

cert in da.yeach y ar they os e o dava tat tb p as: th y kn 

preci 11 wh n th crops er rip • Th light it elf cont in d 

all ngl and---:tull of the e • with it pro i e of fr do • :f t 

contain d on an 1 land , 1th it 1 t aCyl in h1ch co bin tion 

as the alehe y of our soul. In the Af'terw rd we equld look 

back ooolly into our elva , and not our origin , and succumb to 

the ag in 8 the Before had never allo ed us to , with its 

262 • 
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tyranical eph sis on h1tory and the burdn of orda1nd act1.on 

" which it forced on each gen ration. Inberi t1ng nothing we could 

inherit t h e e enC9 t for the first ti e. , 

I got a taste for alk1ng the tur1mr I ent . Aft r mile 

of uddy path I found an asphelted 1 wher no traffic pasaed---

bigb ,ay nearby bad probably outmod d it. her er tall 

St an , once ~r twice . far back fro the ro d behind tre , 
hou i th til «roof and 110 briok aI ls . hie tie I was 

going inl nd, with the gle of the e on 1 boulder. I beg n 

to at. with the aold air tin ing obeeka---a familiar effect 

of mild 1 Id~ esther bioh I had all but forgott n. 

!h dull touch of "'he asphalt as fa 11iar, an:d my 

back to i pping tea in a grden with the 11 of 1'0 

ind nt 

and dry 

du ty pollen, and lounging in a oodn 9U . er hOll' e . under young 

be eb trees;. and starin at the d1 tant s fro ong dry tufts 

of gr ,8, and standing by a churchyard , leaning ag in t the 10 

~rumbl1:ng all f ling hungry . and walking along a oountry path 

t dusk th lone11ne s th t 81 0 thrill . !hi alk 
. fle..~ ~ ~t....l~ ~; 

like going into the past: !\ y ntiona, 
~'C-4.-~ 

of sw t and tingling ch eke, eren't r a1 sensa,tiona like tho e " 

I had run 8y fro that orn1ng;. so th t bodily reality 8S no 

longer '1 real 1 ty t all 4t •• Th fields now stretched before in 

one 01 r slope that form d vaguely rising hills , under one ' .. till 

sunlight. with the und of hed ·g..birds and tb qua It of rook , 
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but I COuld only feel the thr111---allow mysel f to fall into 1 t-

if I told 8 If a 11 and ade b Ii -VEt th t thi was 11 unebal-

lenged; wh r 88 1 t bad all been brok n undern th; fro th 

bird to th dimly tirring ed that ould how bright h ads 

under 1 ter unsh1ne it 8 abote ed in an s nt1al link" 

it a going blindly or aN i h 'a f 1th th t hed b 'co e 

In 0 e 0 nt---or prhap 
~ 

Burr ptitiou 11 no , econd by s8cond---i t all ooliap 

So thre dark hand hel over i t~ tch made it pl a ant 

memory t b tJ orn1ng' 8 indul,gnce in the pst; at 'nslk into 

a fre dom th t no longer as fr edom at all but deception; and 

yet still the in trument, the only one e kne. by hich d ception 

shed ••• That a our con radiction. Our live ere in our 

own hand 88 never before--at a ti hn e bad least po ' rover 

th • 
t one' ~ 88 I thought this, the brilli t -lope with w t r 

gli tteri g here and there bee a can as e ar te fro s 
1 

that in play . And it a lik etohing the careful fruits of 

any cuI tiv tin - gen rat1on8~ of hioh I a th fir t peotator, 

b ceu -e the key to it total de truet10n had b n fou d in y ti e . 

I found y Y to H ~ant, along a high S o. her truck olat-

t red 0108 by and ent out pra of dust, and the f1rt thing 

I sa when I 01 bed the bIll to the at tion a ~-my own b ckaide 
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pping through '~1 7V -' in gigantic post r that 

eem d to squ hthe tation into heap of grimy briok. It 

d e gi dy for the s18 or th hrill oolours 

bu", th sight of y wh11 I B t r nt hot wi th r al 

eat d unguardedly y own prop rt. Pal rmD and ur1el •. 

t h hot touoh of uri It brea t on ' right forearm, r 

r ' ot fro • 11k thought -not vn otu 1 an at10n -

had r b for. But one thing 01 r in y mind: . thout 

tho m and th r for th1 po ter ther would have b n no trip to 

H vent, d no lk, 'andth refor no fling r al. th r ould 

have b en no ten---no ev n and b1 t-qu1~ in my pocket. 

The po t r bed ight or than it - ai.e. It contained or 

of th 11 y .tnt t d sir . I by being thekey to y 

pre ent survival. 

he e t radually wor of! in the train and gave w to 

heal thy app t1 t _ ~he 00 artm nt had ,or p ople , th8.l1 th 

down-tr 1n-- 0 tly 0 en o1ng to to for th d y. 

I got taxi to the office and found Pat alon • 

Sh nodded , to ard uri l' d alt. "her' a letter for 

u. t 

265. 

Th lett rm rk a bridge. I put th 1 tter do unopened. 

'How' '/ uri 1'1· I ask d. 

t TheY 'r 1 ttin h r out to orrow.· 

' Wh~ d1dh do it?' 

• It t th t t of ber 1nd, 'all she said, end returned 

to h r t 1ng • 
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I opened the 1 tt r and the i1 rt thing I aw S 8 gr en 

oblong of p per with ......... .-.....-~ ................................. nk-. written oro the top. 

It fluttered down to the desk jl1 t 8 Pat looked up. 

t h t's 8 ch qu.' h aid . 

I picked it up and 8 W ;vi th a toni hment that 1 t a in 

y nam t for thr e hundr d pound • A do n po ibilit1 8 

ent through ind, and only ft r long time did I look 

at the sign tur: Louis Grigg, .nd tb n I r ad h r letter. 
• 

'I've found out th 0 t gen lOU rat for a ynd1cat d rtiol 

and I hop this refund you for B.ny 10 of oOPY on my aocount. 

For God t ask take it and don't b qu 1 h, not th t I otly 

a BOc1 te qu 1shne 1J 1 th you. I shall return th ob qu gain 

nd gain i you te r it up, and if that fail I hall find out 

where your aocount 1 e · or d1 t the s into your ba~. I 1 plore 

you to tear up hi I tt r, too. I nev r kn w I could get 

panicky bout anything hart of one of Jeff' nuo1 r dvio 

but thi s he k pt a ake t night; nd how. I kno tht 

every-thin' tin1 bed if h find out bout thi • and lot only 

tb t bu I find It car d of hi ,h oan fix e for g~lod . I 

don't kno wby I y that or vn if it' true, but I 'v t 

friend back in th tat 8 apart fro f 11y rid I dontt ant 

to 10 e them .• I dontt ant to 10 1th r~ I don't kno if that 

malt s you f 1 powerful , but I hop you hav a 11 ttl Christian 

f ling, I think you have. You 'll think e v ry w ale, hioh I 

If tbi cheque 19 all rong, I m n if you ant om thing 

else, let kno • I'v don rong it1ng thi I tt r, It 
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10 100 • b ov d 0 h 
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thou 

to • fl1 h 0 I 

• tI -

1 • d ou?' ro 

d - 1 lit but ltv 

• 
• 

t r 1 

t t I rri 0 1 

........ h 1 lor! -to . h ~ r 1 ' r h 

t o 

I 1 "GO -,. " ... .. , • • 13 n th 1 t - ron, 

oot t '1. i ric n prof - or' 
~~ ~" 

hil I i Lout • 

y .. or 

on • 
ou,'· it , t , 0 11 u n 1x 

to h n h r 

0 d h .. bl 01 b 

.r.' 

, 
• 

, u no b r, th n?1 

• , b th , club 1 h n bt runn1 • 
11 ou _ t , f 



• 

• 

• 

t 0 0" 
'0 I' h 11 

I h · 10n th t it 

in h 

• v 11 

r III 0 

I' t u .. I b b 

th e t th 

tbe " b 

r • 
in taus. 

I n 0 

ly~ 

tor 1 . B r 

tb t 1 . bt L t 

10 I l ' I 

th Y • 
I £0 .... UJr; ... ~1O.Ii1 h n . obo 

! p " ' p d 

of bit d b1 

cb otb ' raCla8. h 11.qul 

11 

r 1 

ho It · 

o 10 

upl1 of 

d I ' 

If b t 

lth--.. th 

• 

269 • 

1 on. 

nit . 0 bob I 

10 tb un in out 

on . I 

btt dr d, :v' n thou 

i olley m d . 

d 

10 box. 

to 

o 

nd I u· fi . 00 .. 

o out for lUDOh , 

r ' 1 1 

i in y oak t. th 

h oh u '. I no 

ou 0 pol,10 ,,1 :I. 

1 in h t 0 

0 0 0 • 
th c r 

r br ,t 1nt 

rik 

in 

r 'uld p in ., k 

r 

I 

in 0 

• 
I 

oh 

no 

hicb 

0 

D 



• 

• 

• 

Z70 • 

in n 10 b.~ • nd that evening I ould buy liquor: 

, perbap invi t Pal omethin to mak e f al t ho • 

L ter I nt to th 10 - property offioe near Viotori 

t tio nd t und thr ob ap but good lanket hioh th y aid 

bad b en fumigat nd dry- h d only th day b for . I nif! d 

round for 011- tovebut found oth1ng. ,Th r re ne od 1 

of oour 10h I 00 Idn't fford. Though if ltd k t ·th three 

hundred I ooul h v h .d a fi~ • a1debo rd of drink and fitt d 
, 

c rpe y no • •• b:ll:::I::Ic:a=z:::mClC:tm:m:t::::!:ct1i1: E: B g tti ng th i ea 

of my If -wel l . an un orthy pe~ 0 : not exactly th t, but 

r 0 co d in tatu. n8 urally o . leh ada crembl 

for y r1gb~ , of wh· oh oom. ort 

of th t ora bI • 

h t. Thi had t rtd, 

tb fir t part . nd on y 

It replaced the broken i g , 

rr ptitiou .1y , th mom nt I had 
~tr . 

1 ndd~ hinkin bee d1ffioul t, pI a ur 1;>0 · . or 

co 11y pI ur abl: the t r-l gg d 1 clun to th 

hello ; t tbr in th ft rno(;\n,· with tb liqu1:fi d p priks . 

tt11ng 1 to t1 u ,I t a trong ooif e---with a trong 

hi ky in it . But tb pub r cl0 d nd th g11tt r1 g liquor 

1 th th 1r tiers of bottl under blindi ng strip-light , 

w r n't op n till ix. 

I took th blanket back by t ·1 and th it r thro ng th 

on· the ,bed', tood c r 1ng y If for havin for ott n h t . But 

tb n th ee dunn os rye t d done vi thout th m oft n enougn. 

Pat a 0 b ok, thund ring 0 oe or. dId oid d to b gin my 

n r g1 by looki tbe door and takin 1e ta. I bar y 
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way under the blanket -and fell into a dOB almost tone. while 

th p prikB oup continued its alo tran igr t10n 1 to living 

o 11. he thunder fro belo 11k 8 ship's eng1n • drugging 

• 1 th a a1 eta day I could f 0 a .(. number of polie 

1nt rvi • I re bered y Ge· , n. n -0011 gue 0 k pt a 

divan in hi offic and fair-weather-or-foul our d an hour' 

1 ta ev r'1 d Y . or hi If, ye t au h d to hay a method 
I 

th.. day. 

t at mu t h ve been bout four---it -= __ ar g tting 

d r. ---ther we a raucou cry of tGl ·n!' from b 10 • not ex c 1y 

ngry but petul nt . I wa about to leap up but rej. ct d t hi 

nervou r aotion and took a d p br th in te d , tr tohing 

lega d rms a far a tbey ul go, wi tb Y pin a n arly 
~~ ( 

unonrved 88 I oould ake it. It tod1 r rd t 

ore t Glen! t • !hen I got up , put Y ho on and 

r. walked to tb door. 

lid, • nybody want m ?' 

fter quietly unlocking it 

'OhS' It 

th landing belo • 

oman?· 

'I waorki 

d 'in do 

Pale 0· voioe and h , as t n ing out on 

at th h 11 h va you got u th r • 

on so n id ,'lid, Ii ping on 

tair • 

!fo Y toni hme t h b lie d m • 'Good to h sr,' he said 

re potful 11 • looking d rk and 811--- 1 ay tb 

that ug tion of hrunk n and y t tough fr ilty---in th d · n s 
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of the tiro • nd hook ha d • 

. tyou t r qui t atranger, t I id a 

otfio • Pst w till thundering. 

'00 through,' h hout ladin 

to hi cubby-hol. 

lked into the 

along th oorridor 

'L1ste t' h id h wung th door 010 a, 'I b ard 

from Pet you tor up oh qu for thr hundr d quid . 

do tb t, Gl n.· 
hi _ Y bro • 

And h g v e 

• oy.· h ent 0 , 

rinkl glenc fro under 

lin t th d sk, 'you u t 

b ve paCket behin you, to turn down th t lot.' H looked 

up: t h?' 

'I ne d packet to go on rkin h re.' 

'I thou t I gave you t nt y q 1id not olon ago?' he 

d with 

'I 

conoiliatory 11 .. 

oontract,' I aid~ 

H . eat 0 b hind hi dsk and aid. bi tin hi lip, 

Z72 • 

tI'll tell you bat. Gl n---I'll tr d you oontract for C br1dg 

tonight. ' 

' 0 mbr1dg tonight--- b t do you n? ' 

H didn't r ply t ona but ga d down t hi ai r tt if 

it wa t d to . 8y thing. ' Th thing i • I' o r of that 

Gr1 g-boy nd- t 

' But o am Il H ant to kill me!' 

• 11,' he aid, 'h I invited you up for pertv tonight. t 

' He'· 1 vit d e? - Just to out y throat , that t e all" ' 

'No, Glen," be ent on in a oft voic • extraordin rily eek • 
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' I rrf' gad it . I I, he did 1t. Lou did i t .' H blinked 

t me. ·ltv gon rather . deep th t at one , a you 

probably th r d. The po it10n i tb1 -I think hould 

1 oome tog ther . len I don't w nt en 1 • I ant h r old 

to co e inside end feel • n . ou to kno 

ho to grea ru ty : oint .' 

• d ho o I expl in the ne p r tory? ' 

• on't. Thy ' lI both e tout 0 your b nd . h lr ady 

does . I can ' t 11 tell her pu tho, e tori in . oan 

17' 

'I uppo you can't , 0. ' 

'. nyway .' h a1 d , t fo r Ob r1 t f eke g t up ther oo t h 

e eryth1 g OU,. You ' ll g t th t hr h dr' d . by th 

t I don't nt it.' 

aYe t 

' You ' ll get 1 t 

from e sullenly. 

t the ,f h at • turning hie ey 

I felt tr or of nervou n .. u con at with Y thou t . 

h1 ch were bout tne three hundre • rid th n with kind of 

giddy ,0 t -'1 I b erd the word ' co fro : my out h , • 11 right , 
I 

I t 11 'go . t 

f rk lit ,' h sid. IB g1 s at ight, arriv t n1 , 
• 

I i the train on atter e e , 1 tb a dark u1 ton • 
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This ui thad given . e· t raubl I as two night in the role of 

b dolothe h d ere d it ver,ywh re. But I'd found a clean r's 

on the tr and th y'd done a priority job on it. I'd e ten 

no dinn r. I as too zeit d. The t rohed, hit oollar ad 

me f el rot cted It was like an n w r to th 'rof-

8 r' . poor idea of -- foo1 1 an r, I thought . Th end 

of myfing r re tre bling and. ag in I r -olved ,to lead a Hea.lthy-

i-eel thy life. I hadn't t ouch d c1tru for nearly a eke 

Earlier to b d, too . 

1st t tlble in wh t we. cell d the Buffet Oar , but t h e 

buffei belong d to the p t d th re e'r 1 ply the filted table 

an tte e ts now. So ne had 1 it vening paper. The 

he B.dline re .about T.V. erial. how producer with the r pu-

tat10n for ruthle ~ ne s king r dioal chang . • in the programme 

gain t public prote t, and ho ,h had -!lid to th pres that be 

u tn't b cou d of hon sty and it 'grity. I .t nifflng th 

tale to 000 an list nng to the dry ooughs of the oth r p 

ger • Oountry lights, di a d pin-point d---a a r turning into 

a n rro lane, thn ro of tr -' tl ,p -- hon through the filth 

of tb 

drill 

, and hen w r h f Y to Cambridge 8 fin 

t rt d . It wept again, t th ind,o and I a tr 010 

to the rain b nd in it · udden light • Strang that a wild wind 

should t rt - I dr ne r t o this town ag in---the am wind 

h d ped ,e from it . Whre as 8 young anne r e, absorbed 

in being a 1tudent to th point <.0 it e -em d to oontin nte.l) 

of ob e ion, ith hie book nd loa e coIl r and scarf and leg 
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~£+J.. 

. An i land people: ~Aexuded a sense of ord r 

while not b . in v ry or erly , j ust, through thi . ab orpt1on in 

l1f ... ~th1 reli hi if ther wer' no oth r po 1bl 

in 11f~ .. nQ 1 g' nd acro the fr nt1 r , b oaus ther 8S no 

f nt1 r . Th Y njoyed theme lv o ach , th y langu.1 he,d 

and bu tled and argued th 1r w y through their daily ch dules 

of , fun . 

ell , 1 t 

o oy the fun we left. 

y af e ting fate. 

h t B ho it seed. 

d neither a 00 ardly 

or foolih one. ' v , I'f h ing bad b n re uo d--from thcrugbt 

to theft...--toaya of having fun . It W 8 allover the eYe'ning 
''r\.t.tU ..$ '" . -.~t"'" ~CJ...e 

ps,perl 8rneB~ 0 ,refully voided..-.e tb t 1::!2::Ia=t ....... 

an . app ar ncrly---of arnestn·es .> no oono ntration 

x?ept whet a me t to se it: only tb out 1d of th ng '/ 

lightly touch d. 

So body had . omited th nig t b for und' r the Ii eat and th 

t 'ain till et . . ~here v r oigar t .t butts flatten d bard 

on the floor. ~be light in "th roof er dim in a p oulia.rly 

8Ugg st1ve wa,. as if no one B. i oherg hre and the i land-

. p ople cOuldn ' t gra p th t thi : a 

light ere g t't1ng 41 er and di er. 

, 1th th re ult tb t tb 

!b coaoh clattered 

aloni~i,in tbe ni ht . Did the rail ' need changing? 

{{ en It out of th train the wind n rly r noh d th 

door out of y b d nd ant e flying fter 1 t . me girl 

wer clinging to each oth rand 1 ugh1n in the, dimn, S . 

hurrying on blgh~beel d Shoe to ard the tioket- oolleotor. 

bnt forw rd end holding their collar tight. I bent along 
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ft r th m, y h d in y overoo t , pook tat nd then u4d nly 

the gu tea d we w re 811 n arly overbe1anc d cond time. 

I w r of y n rvousn and for rly d aid to 
e.tr.U 

go OYer to th oth r pI tfo , and tak tb n xt tra1 back. But 

th tre qu11100k of th road 

that I en not the vi 1 t b 

d t 

urd. 

1-r nk out 1d p r u d d 

I got into t xi nd look 

,t Y tob--b81f-p t e1g t ,. t 0 rly to rriv • 0 I topp d 
~~ 

J hort of th apartm 1" 1 ok, hich bon in tb rro 

medi evl l _- n like ilt fool . or half an hour I walk d up 

-d down out 1d f pu h nd uok d baok and 1!iii lbo ed 1d ay 

by th ind it d and roard in th g ble d r ttl 

the 1 do • -h gl p n 1 in ' the 1 plights shift d an 

somet,i e emd bout to crash. f peepl p edt nt d 

olutching th ir coat • o etb1 f 11 in th di tano • perh p 

d 

tile. I notioed on o'r t 0 10 g 0 rs pull up out ide th block , -

d I ond r d if th Y w ,r Gr1g . t gu t .. Th tr nc·th it 

carpet and co oealed butda ling 1 ht ore d an b urdity t . 
just th t point, bet een t o lo - slun 

g p we bing rice do in th Boo 

r tributio • _e pao of' h p ople 

sur , or l"atb r the ur n had b n 

the 0 r had eric n ,ber.pl t , 

hou 

of 

ha 

rh 

t o th t it look 

ckon1n for pecial 

red it s long nd 

r d Bur lYe On of 

cru t d th ud; it 

like 

indo b db . 1 ft 11 htl op n tht the ind an in 1 t wi th 

an odd darkoen 1ik a m chin fulfilling a purpo • y cb .,ek 

w r 10 -cold 0 and y faa h d b n ag ,d into c po ur -s 
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I 8 ready t in. 

h pl C 8 traord1n r11y 11 t if hu h we bing 

pro uo d f d rground aabin , nd paid for. I r Boh d 

th door I f It giddy ith the 

and thu of not knowing y If. 

no sound. 

• ell, look whole here!' 

There w s u1 e Grigg b 

I 

or 

of 

pr 

owing Q on in id • 

d th b 11 but brd 

uddenly, in ohiffo 

dre lung 10 t th neok d h r b r • Sh w flu h d 

lightly n her ey r brl ht r rh p than I'd en th 

on f ir t e t1ng--- re d1r ot a d a rod; b :It 80e tro g r 

than y 1 pre ion h ,d m d 1 t. h mil d , 8 r 11y int1-

at sm11e th t dr e into fa 1ly hr - tr g ly-I'd 

ne er b n; d I ju t ri b r mil nd taking b r 

hand , balf ·ith re11 f that r 1 ti at aft r all. wh n a. look 

of, fear, lik the all t ·of t itoh , nt tbrou h her faoe; 

d he 010 d tb door b hind m her pr ion ttl d for 

111ng reatr i t. IIp d ft r h r along th bu bed. hallway 

end through the half-open dr ng-ro m door th t ther wer 

any ore people th I x 0 • I 

exc lIe t cloth un er d1 light •• 

'Like to 8 g your coat, Gl " 

1 r 

' Th t • e tood 1 th ti Y oloakroo h r th 

O ............. U4..,r av 

ion of 

11 

bulg d wi t i timidating 

tJu t stroll in, t he nd to i ht. h?' 

f ho .' 
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t h r et m ·who bring th drink . t 

en I pu bed op n th door there h rdly or oie th 

on t h , tsir out 14 • t ryon we talking, That d gr 

of casual ould b v mad f 1 BY . bu t 1 t produoed th 

em ddy ns t10n I'd h d out ide, g uiv ring 

th ~ h d th t aft moon, a it th 1 h d lot 0 and of ord . 

thin I had no i d t o ay . Tb r wr coIl end ould 

hit and r oh d in ; dad lib r ' t 1y rot etive--

th t relief. One or t head , h v d; one of them 

man in gli taring . d m n 01 gly 01 an b Ion d to an 

un1:fo tb t Ael~Ad to h ~ b e wn and 011 b d t o 
fv4 

r all 

cone iv bl aoou ati n of f11th; hay d hir emed to 

d on tr t the ab enoe of lioe. Hi f 0 h b nt do to 

talk to men--h a a1 ting 0 th am. of of --- g unt 

01 rin n b rd d y t innooent of it 0 f f ot , 1f h 

hi, ch r at r 11 th t1 e of b d i t ntion • but had overlook d 

th t hell i p vd with d ons. 

o on 1d ny introduoing, hieh r 1i f to 

in te d. a it r came round . th tr of drink , aking 

Blight old .. orld bo . I cho hi , '1 nd ods and tood 1pp1ng it 

hil th d orb 11 ran a in. hi t1 e hoI group rriv d 

end I h e rd Loui giv a loud family- loom t a sort of whoop 

nd 1'0 1 h laugh aft rw rd .. hi d th t lk in th roo 

loud r. he my man slipp d into h of t th oman' ide 

like child 0 o it pot, with a 1y glanc und • I 

d te in to 111 do bfor the p rty filled . . I oho e th e 
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tt e by th fir, h r G'rlgg and I had at i ting for Loui 

to nnouno d1nn .r . Th rese d t o b no Grigg. On o f 

th 1 u ·ned. 11:ttin hi an y I ' ugh--- 0 e y th t 

you ond r d h ~y 

to produ 1. I tr toh d ' out 

o good @n rtO 
nd tIt co fort bl • 

Y body 

of 1i b 

d in ab yance: it h t d oftn and angul ri ty 

like y Engl.1 hn --out off ud nly fro y ctivlty 

of in and ther fo r ·erpl axing, I wond r d that ltd b n oarrying 

it bout o· long. an untidy bundle. 

b wo n 'r pr tty. On of th ov· d ab ut with trey 

of dainty and cb , 11in b ne ar he off r d it. 1ng 

elon h 1 'ft it on th table and t down b, .. R r dre 

W'BS th rk at in the roo , with V .. n ok n l~ghtly old-

f h10n d flouno d al eV • H r hair dark too f. and in th 

dl it fr ed her pale ' 80 11k laaok tin. 

of H Ib in sketoh ·ofon of the udor . 

Sh rind d 

'I f lorry for Lou , ' sbe 1d. e look d at A with 

v ry 111 t es for • . r you 'nglish? ' 

tYe .' 

!h r as paus 11 ne group cam into th roo. but 

again no introduotion folIo ad. h butl r pp rd . b fore , 

and I 

m'9nt • 

1; do 1 

be 

de11b r t e 

tall ••• 

in, h ppy that I no look d p rt 0 th rr g ~ 

loud and p ople r ehi.fting bout · th lee 

d' ore of the 81 kind , hioh didn ' t look y 
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t It in f sh1on,' sha said. And h gaY anoth r still 

look , 0 de p - d long th t I thou t he ' ould fall 1 p tb 

me in her vi ion. • .t are you? Forgiv ing, I know 

i t' rott n form all that , bu I h v to lng]. . you out fro 

tbe nuole r nut .' 

'I grow win .' 

• ou h t?' 

' Grow win. in Italy. t 

• ell, Ii t n to that.' h dd d, ' 0 any OV r here? t 

• • I 

g in h gave h r long look. , ell , 11 ten to th t. 

You ught to oonn ct 'up with Y hu band. ,f 

. ~ 1? ' 

t ell. be' trying to expand hi Itali n arket . · and s 

she aid this ah laughed, 11 ntlYf ho lng p rfect te th .• 

oiatnd park11ng. and B quiokly toppd again. 

Ju t t th t 0 ent there wa. 8 ro of :a1 laugbt r :from 

th other sid of th roo (I coal ' 8aaev ral hi i 
~c:..e.l 

be~in ) a d I flushed pI, p en r 1 hi ye , 1 ugh1ng 

wi th th r t end eying,' I oouldn f t agre or : I b 'olut 1y 

could .f t: t h t an Engl.1h 00 nt; wn t a public 

lightly r ping ( 88 in n Engl. and. prl. t ,e ) sahool , th 

edge, ow 0 of the ar of tb high r· x cuti" though no 

long r an exclu iv ark. - Hi ye 

me. t d a kind of boyi h goodwill. 

r fl·a hing 1 th 

H had pI -p gill 

rri-

hioh 

being flu ad a wll look d 11k th r pos1torie of y rs of 



• 

• 

cD 

• 

281 • 

n • e b dprot ctiv hit shirt on too. nd I notic d 
l\. 

th Y 1 Y on hi k • H had tb 
1\ 

hi plump but d lio t h nd 

look of wh ould agr to anything in pr ant co p ny. 

abl too--- en in ly SO. Y t h 

Th 

th t v nt 

trong ou h for e to b gin to think 

ed kal ido eo ie: th laught r in th orner c 

hruptly and y Xl r-vi ion oam ud nly to Ii! in the form of 

Loui e no b nd1n do to 8y oeth1n to my new frind and 

h ' wi g mi ty bOBO • :the d r. y un a mock-goggling 

t to rd the tend th Y chuckled 11k college- ate ~ . 

d 

' H ' in -net' ~he dark aid, 'now isn't that 0 eth1ng?' 

Loui e looked e nd tr 1 ht n d h re If Up. and her mouth 

drooped bile er y looked bleakly mpty for mo ent. tOh ' • 
she a d i n a light , 81 !lhing voioe. 

tide you don't kno bout,' 

'I that 

id ~th 

t h .. tol you?' 

, 11 • 

tOh, ,· sh s id, wi th a no down t h r fri d~'the 

hole lot on't kno bout you, I dar ay.' 

t ell, well, you' r in n. now, re you? 

her fri end . no h r ur d look. 

ll! ' 

nd h e aid d, 

A d she gav 

t Th t' ri gh t ,'I i d •. 

t I n Italy.' "th d rk told her~' y don't you it 0 
--::::: 

Lou?' 

, o. thank • honey. I'll to th oth r gu t • they're 

arriving f a t i n fot h y're ca cadin in.' 

• ere' B J eft? I I ask d • 

nother word from m definitely p in d h r nd he looked down 
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at me st1ffiy • tHe' on a train.' 

ta t oomin ' 

t h t ' right.' h fiX d me with her ye, 'And I hop 

you gt on. Hear th t . Gl n? I hope you gt on.' 

I 0 do If. 

t ell, that' fine.' nd h 11 d h r inti at 11 t 

m gain. It ed ahe ooul d it 

I no io d one per on not pI nd1 1y dr s d, Bitting in the 

group. He as young n 1th an oval f 0 , r ,th r 

f'l .& and em 11- yed , wi th ging r b 1r. out 010 to h kull 

11k the m111t ry an's, and cloth th t lho ed no n ---that 

is)r p ct--of b 0008 ion. mb oolour w r dr b , but bright 

enough to 01 h with soh oth r---hi j er 8y u button d at the neok , 

with oorduroy j cket an r y flannel trous r . Yat th re as 

nothin I1ber te b ut it. Hi round w re hy , vn 

perh p trouble~ .• I notio d that th glish an only looked 

t hi briefly when he spok , and o at the others gin erly, 

if to get t ir p is ion to p ak to him: and they a near 

di reg rd d him 8 it a po 81ble to do. I ~ohed them for 

ti , hiding littl behind y rei d gl h1ftin in y . eat, 

eoratohin y If. 0 a not to ppear a p at tor: I the 

youn try ral t1 e to speak, but only one succ 

ful, and then be only B rv d to launch one of th older n into 

boo in p ecb h t th nib an b 

ritt o 01 arly on hi fao th tIc 

f 1 t non • 

°th 0 uch r p ct 

to the conolu ion h 



• 

• 

• 

A I was think1n this I realls d that y dark friend had 

l ipped ---11k v 11 10k doff th tt • Th re w no 

ign of her. h 01 of elk gr louder. and th ter bad 

lost bis b n1 look th order for gin fil' or hi hb 11 

or a Matt gr mar re tory. Th 111tary n hed 

inore ad hi public, and th r a grau r ound hi 0 tly of 

men, ith the 

tb 

1 ur d 1i 

i .e te 1 h 

blood ed, H 

tht hi f ee 

an t hi , id loo6 ..... 4.< .. ~ 

peouliar bright d tiny 

tly, if h 

h tr ct d no . H w 

in his eye. hi 

point ho with a p 01 

that d no OU d a c rt i 1y cau ~o 

d the op r t10n eo mooth a d in vitable 

join d \nth hi, U 1form i on glitt ring 

arr y 11k ter th t h d had no n tur 1 0 end 0 r more 

ithin the 00 of hum und r tanding, nd tid1 r, than life. 

I expect to e 0 ,e j ok t - 00 off, b 0 u ,_ e of the 

mounting h at , but none d1 • 

her f 0 ore d and f irmly a 

Loub d b ok into tb roo t 

un . b dly aw re of 

it e1 

Th 

a -h ero s d the 00 to r pl n1 b th 0 8p. r y. 

Y d rk fri nd 'P r d. gain--qu1 t b for , in 

ave of 1: tood by tb door fo o nt 100 1ng at the 

party, ber 1 11 bly. ui walk ,d 

past h r without y1 g ything.--or rhap h did utt r 

t hin nd r h r bra th cr wi b 

ear v f ilier. 

doth 

11k am t hi g 0 tOng 0 to rt-- n • 

tra ' ly to do 

hn th dark 

tt f and 1 tly--­

·h hOMed no 
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reco . i tion but th ight of did em to t up ooi tion t 

tor ah \valk d 10 11 to b r plaoe and at in. 11 

b r ov light . and flo ting, th r a nothin . of that 

1 h r per on: her 1 g r trong and Ii , her hip ell 

roun ed. 

t t di you say your nam k d, lighting a 

cig r tt 1thout off ring o e, and tobin th ok ourl 

BY fro her outh ith inut rapt ouri0 ity. 

'I 1d ·t.· I aid. tIt' UJ. n . any ay. , 

' Uh .. huh t And he ble out om r desultory oke, 

the am r pt 1 ter t 1 it ourl and involution. 

o h ror---or r ther, in tantan ou ' f r---th ilit ry 

t own t her ide on the t • er and ho he'd co 

I didn't k 0 , b t h ddnly end repl nd ntly th re, °th 

hi round he should r t a· ngt tHo1i' s yr tonight? t he 

tu ed to hi r.i tho It a 11 nd aid, ' Bor d, ju t t atl t 

sud nIy he b d t do h look d ~tr ght at and 

, ·Y . 11 1 hio , too?' 
, 1ft I 

I do 't k ow, but I 

ide o th n . t ~ord c 1 to youth 

id irr1t bl. 1th y 0 hi naai 

unifo . ·tt re you? ' 

'Do look s if I a1' h d littl 

• 0 b ult frank, ye .' I 'it tht 
~ 

I a qu ver ng 1th r g and had no mor .. ide · of ho itA rt d 

than I h d of t h " man t s i tne to provok 1 t • 

tTo b quite frank,' h aid to Y t· 1t ting e ith the 

284 • 

h 



• 

• 

• 

. il b for . • h y ' r prioel . r n't h y?' 

• 11,' I 1d . t if you ill alkround in fancy dr s ! t 

And leu d i1y , Y 1ndi ation 1 evin e a quickly a it 

h d come. 

t that 0 ant Lou1 elk d pa t and notic d us tog th r . 

Aha topp d end aid to no on in p rtioul r . ' I hop you're 

g tting on?' 

'Li e ho s on fire , t I 1d wi tb 6 11e, and ft r 

dOl:! tful blink t B,rd the of ic r 11 nt 0 • 

285 • 

I be an to have en t10n 'amili r from hour --- v n day ---

of me ie n comp y 1 apl • At ftr t it 0 t r d you an illu ion 

uf fr ado such you ha n ver known b for ---freedo from the 

intim tecoil of If nd OOll try, in hioh lay th hi d n pri 

of p ech and 1 v, d al , o hurt . th you reali ad th t 

you h out yo 1 loo ~e fro th to float, y OU b d 10 t 

your 1d tit, nd you ye rn d for h old inti oy again hioh 

bound you to other or ate , d 1y. You eric n friends 

e eplicit about v ryt i g: ilp • fro ---th war · 

import t 1 d1oat1on of f ,eli g, th n tter a t1 e you ant d 

to go b ok 0 th dumb form of life, in hioh your id nti t 

taken for • not t d in 11", and 01 tion. d 

ab. ervationi.5 . ell the t1 • 

to s 
I 

h 

Yet it ~ r fr hin: 

wh t . ou thought; 

e t " anoho th elva 

11k . ou , th Y 

( nly th 11' 

81 ay th~ 0 hane 

re 100 ing for om-

roh rat ) . 
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. and truly cont porary ••• 

'h y bad b1 tter d1sou slon among them el~ t to whioh I was 

admitted,t~rOUgh h ving an Amerioan tee 

The gum n went back rd and forw rds. !b r wes tb 

ar __ .. ~, .. ~t th t rioa prot at d Un> · 

count ~ rgum nt that thi 

off ric 11. th 

w r tb world d1vid d into two camp t and 
; 

rich th natural 1 ad r of one 0 

and tb 

BY of k ping th ar 

nt th t ft r the 18 t 

erias was by h r 

th qount r- r~ent 

th t erio h d don the dividing, with the 01 ar ide of do! g 

th Ie ding. !h r w the rgument th .. t Ru 1 h d b n hungry 

to inv a th ar-t1r d tat of est rn tUrop, and the counter--

rgum nt that 1 h d b n th ot ar-t1r d of all, and only 
..... I 't ~i. 

Am rio had h dn rgi e for oonqu t Tb re a 

th rgument that H1roh1 had pr vent d prolong d VI r wi tb 

J an d thus any de the, and the counter-argument that 

rn1ng bo b could have been dropp d in the oc an. Ther we the 

ret that th n bo bad drop d ~hi bo b h~d gone m dl th 

oount r- rgument th t he h d a1 ply e oken hi con 01 0, and b n 

c rt1f1 d 8 - quiet. Tb r th ar ent that 

th Bo b .b d be n d velop d an ce 81 ty of d f nc: th oounter-

rgum nt 1;h t 1 t h db n develop d to trrori th world and keep 

it f 11 div1dd into t 0 camp.' Ther 9 the srgum nt th t 

A eric h« on the ar, and ther by 8 ~ d humanity, th oount r­

argum nt th t e bad -won 1 t wi th th r people' l1v • in otb r 

p opl fa 1 de. There as the ar , nt that merice had b en 
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g n rou I the count r-ar ant that h had introduc d tb oat 

ahem 1 Y t of brib rs ever known. h re we the rAWoII.lC.U,t 

th t h r g :ro ity h d r viv d lif very h raft r d "'8stating 

ar: th oounter- rgume t that 1 t h d n ed bad m n ag in t good , 
~~~~ 

ed100r g in t .gift d , 0 A A. bin in the urrounding dark-

n ' • nt th t h had trusting and trust d 

111 " th counter-argu ant that h h d 8 t llit e who inde-
~ 

p nd no sh ~ ubtly uppr Beed and Uft __ d_e __ --------------------

!her th rgument th t he a the m 00 of th 

do ' troddenl the oount ~ rgument th t 'he the hay of 

the rioh. i.rhere a th argument th t he wa gov rnd on 

ound r pre ent t1v prinoipl I th oounter-argument that her 

con tltutlonas t 0 hundred y ar out 0 d t • !her was tb 

r t that ahe was beyond n t10nali : the counter-argum nt 

th t h W 8 the most ob 8s1. ly nation 11 t 0 ,r ver to hay 

xi t d. !hr B the rgument th t h was pe 0 tull and th 

, " count r-argument th t dUring th p riod of her lead rship he had 

b n r pon1bl for ore unthinkable Qrtl 1 ty than var befor in 

the history of th world. 

o thy .nt on, 8S e doS.·d. wok gain , had another drink. 

fh v no t1 e g ner t d a .f arful . • l ean n !V'er 

forgiv that · wa a phra e I he o.r oft n than ver b fore • 

h ord u d bout other p opl had rel ntless flavours 
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people bo e eh ~our didn't u1t your ' '10k'; argum nt 

you ere p rt 0 f 8 '00 pl eX t • An rgum nt n ver 

; quit ound--n ver quite d void of inter at t in eourit1ee of 

8 per nal kind which k pt intruding. 

oertain lonelin e bich gav them 

oral or popular or a ar ent. 

All our friend had 

akn for tb t r1 tely 

' on of tb had bat I'd 

grown up to think of 8 8 ind. 

it w with a juvenil 1 nt, 

If they did argue objectiv ly 

it they r playing at 

bing p yoho-8naly ta. It 8e md that they oouldn't aohieve 
; r 

for th 8 ttl d 1d nt1 tys wi thout whioh mi d 

1mpo ibl · ., 

289. 

Only th Hundr d Pre nt. American , th Y re c 11 d---

that i t G ana, Italians, Engl1shm n ho h d forfeited th 1r 

own pa port for eria on ~ r b olv d fr th es 

of b ,tr d and r n ent. Even Al x d r Par one s polite to 
. 

th • h Y were .h2!... _d ................................ ju t nou.gb ine1d tbe oamp 

not to b 00 the dre' d d (and fa o1nat1ng) ne y, and just 

riough out8id not to remind th of th elves. Th olvr t 

of t he undr d P r-oent re r ar 0 thi andpe t helf th 

y ar in 14 th t t 8 and helf the y ar out (. e'd b in America 

all th tim t 0 ly 

at er dole r of th 

hav our bu in 8 OV r hr. t ) Thu th Y 

ny of both world , and ne tly profit d 

from both. boY all; th y r tor d Amerioan orale', e n un-

A ric A rio n orale- they r th one who, hen A rioan 

w r in an gony of 
0-

murd r orAn t1on-wid 

et 

If-ex in tion ov r w r orA brutal political 

, oandal, os forward and ai'd, tyou he 
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th fine t oountry in th world. t hey er ' the ones ho aid 

b t 'big' country t when Amerioan r 

f ling the all t or tur II on th earth. . Ev n e1 11 viol no 

w ju t · f1 d-~'.n... -orim • robbery, the faot that ' you oOuldnft 

ev n lkcro 0 ntr 1 Park no ad y for fe r of tt ok' W 8 

tum d i to 11ttl homily bout how, ye , th r1c8na ,ere 

11ttl t ld'. tb 'Y tal 8y bad b n. it W 9 a 19n of their 

t' 11 vit ity. 'l!h Hundr d P .r oent r . put 1ng it in his 0001 

English vo10 • or with that slight Ge accent t · , d 1 t feel 

(fb Hundr d P r-much b tt r, in f at quit pionio. 

oenter r rved t heir hatr d and veno forch oth r . ) 

And it they ho f rt111 ed th A rioan 8 n of having 

oral ,1 ion, v n violent un- r10an at t w r tak n 

coolly. f'h fact th t you 0 .!!l eric 1 th 0 t faso1 t 

290 . 

oountry i n th orld,' I h ard a Hundr d Pert ant r tell Al xander 

P rson ono a • no h t 8 fr country you h v . I wi h the am 

d gr 0 f 1 f-ori ticl 1 t d in t h r t of the orld. · Th1 

did lot to i 01 t any rebellion in tb Un-! erioan Am rioan, 

nd to tum 1 t 1 to vioti' '1ak' outory. And th Hundred Per­

c nt re r turn d to th1r villa to tek a quick dip in the pool. 

'LOu tell 

udd n1y~ 

youtr 

'Ho t s th "? ' I 

liar, t , the d rk 0 an said to 

d wh11 th army an ohuokl d. txylng 

wi th hug to reoall her to polit n s . , 

t h 8Y I S for gro ng wine in It 1y , you don't kno 

gr p from blackberr1.' 
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A I didn't anew r h xplain d to th man , 'He told 

he' 8 8 win mercbant. Don t t you think that' a or ? t 

A,s th r m d nothin ho tile in this , and a th h1aky 

as beg1nn1 g to knook my 1nd out , I aid noth1 and they 

tal d tog tb r ag in, &king. t .1 in ot unoomfortabl 

way inor. The English group on th oth r id of th 

roo had got all · r and or feminin : be no qui t r, 

d ho might al hay b en m 1 h, with 80lD lace 

t the n ok of h r dre , , a talking • . 

All of a . udd n Grigg h~ elf p )red in th door. • 

I bad no 1d , ho uoh ti bad P B d. only that the room 

gtt1ng bott r and hotter and that 88 aoon 88 I finish done 10 

gl 8 of wh1aky- nd- oda another was put down at y aid . D1 1y 

I b gan to ,u pect that I W 8 being doctor d with th tuff, 

but P 1 rmo andh dy d ' ala had fall n into a d1etant backgroun 

and ther r only y desir 1 ft, hich re to y land 

this roo again. Grigg and to b with Y wif t and ne r to 

w nt lOund to th other groups but 8 d to avoid our. 1tb a . 

ging rly glanc t the army offiC r' 8 backs b 'tiher h 8W 

or not I couldn't ay e He eem d to hay grown tall r during 

hi journ y • and his tr1de wa or loping and uthorit tiY J 

hi or 8a that ,t rk d hie face 11k r oklee pencil lin 

wer d P r . Th room was ro ring With talk , and th coupl 

a foot or 0 fro , hi paul ts touching her should r, 

1 ughing 8 it th Y re alon • 

, 

r 

Hot only 8S the room hot enough from th oentral heating but 
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Lou1 Grig, ' too f 11iar with everyon to tumor en 

nod t u , 'b gan piling mo e logs on the fir , mBking park 

fly into th chimn 1 . Her fr1 nd yra se ed to und r t d 

th ign1f1c nee of this and uttered trang 0 ttl h ho 1 , 

oking wink fro Louis (I sb ' went way. 

r udd nly put h r hand on y kn I leaning f orward , 

292. 

and aid in hi p ' r , 'You ought to t ' k to this guy , you really 

hould. ell , they BY th dop 11 go in th army:' 

The y ,an didn't her ord, or t l ea thad it ee 

h didn't, look! g in the oth r d1r otio • 

, 11. yr. I gu ltd b tt r git.' b aid, turn1 g b ok 

to her 1th 11 • 

t oounoil of 

d t, a 

k d nth mooki IE ouriosity. 

tt r of f ot. · 

'You ' xc1t1 t aIlor. ' 

Grigg 

o ent the 

into th b 1 . 

ed gain, a gain didnt t look t u . But th 

an got up he turned to hi d w nt with h 

' H wi! ent to th top of th iff 1 To r and 

tri do thro her t ' b hi off,' he 1d with fA 11e, 'and 

they h1pp h r ov r to on of tb nio ' t h tell in th t - t s. 

wher ' th Y po '1 t1 v 1y lUte you to b mad. t· 

I tb t funny? f I 8 ked her. 

f 11 , 1 nft it? Her . giv a 01 rett. 

'I don't.' 

tIl. of aour e it's funny , To go through the troubl of 
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h ' told u • 

, y don t t you take your j aok ts off?' be ask d on h r ay 

to th k1 tab n. , • ke yours lv 00 fo rtabl • t 

!his to a alee Grigg in a trang ay. and he g ~ the 

p rting figure of his if long look fr b hind, his y shalf 

0108 d. 

• good id at that, f b ,u ured • 

f Itt S c rtairuy bot in h re.· 

tHow' our ateur photograph r?' h 

e tood up to tak off our j ok t • 

, 01' 

'P. 1 it off, Gl n. t 

k d wi th a wink a 

-'Palermo, isn't th t wh t th Y Gall hi?' And e II t down 

eg 1nin our shirt l .. A ":PA,CIt. I h 1 teo t on with ix bubble--

button I'd found in Sal burg,. hil he and 

brae • 
'He' ~l right. t 

H y wn d d a h1dd n in thought, taring t th coff 

tabl e Lou1 0 from the k1 tah n with 8 small tr and 8 

h , did 0 I h ard her y,' hank load, r. 1dney. t to 

o eon b , hind h r. In the hado. I the butl r in hit 

o rfd 0 ereot 1 aving. h ut th drink 1n 'front of u ---
I 

whiSky on th rook for Grig • 

, ale up, dad, it' m1lli:in tim t t he aid, and then 

r turned to th big roo • • 11.' I heard h r say from ju t 

in 1d tb door. 'doesn't ih1 look co - .' d th r 

murmur of vole • The plaoe a . uoh quieter no I no ffort 
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r b 1ng d • 

Grigg put out 8 blind hand for hi drink an ' dr in d it 

ore or 1 in on gulp. 

tIt' b d t ' b 

b10h I do.' 

In n you tak thi tuft for 

'How did they 11k th 1eotur ?' 

ioin , 

'Th Y jus ggl d. ' ' Ohromoao d g " alph radiation, 

nothing. 

bet een hft en eg ton nd 

'1 bet th 7 oUld if one 

~h ' y can't tell the dt!f r no 

light d toh.t 

nt off.' 

'Th 't' bout it,' he 

wt 'th hi ' chin tbru t 0 

aid am tlYt looking t id w Y 

rd. ' h ytve got expendabl wr1 t n 

ell over th f Gl n.' 
, t does O. • • m an?' I 8 ed, to div ,t him. 

Y ing one or he. an w r d, 'Yo'u loa control ov r your 

11 ba. Gl n, you g t ry exci t d, ou ha d1ff,icul ty br thing, 

you ort o f black out now and tbn, nd you'r d ad in..) y" 19ht 

to t n houra---th t' C.H.. Centralervou Sy t m yndro • t 

295. 

H pok ell th1 h rply and 01 rly. h r a no doubt he knew 

hi job. 

He ant on. '1 g e 8 on poration, peopl 

call vapor! t1on. But I pr f r th oth r word. it· more gr phic. 

And it' n arer what h ppen. 11. they h d th ffront ry to b 

horrified. h G an too, I don't ju t an by . b f ct t 

which 1 or or lea p 1 1ble, but by • Th t' 11k: th1 -
bunch all ov r. th y'v be n living 0 our in --oh~ don't orr:! • 
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I 0 h t w'V got ours lv ' i to, it only n ds one of u to 

light m tch d th t' th nd 0 thi t rr tr1 hi t ry all 

right, but thy'v b n ltv1 g on it, th Y had th ,1r oral 1nd1gn tion 

w Il-f and ll-oloth d f r a OOU 1 'of d cd, ' 0 they could 

turn und to u t th nd and ay. 0 you·v k pt us out of 

war which d-well des rv d to g t into think you'r 

bunch of tr1Rg'!t~ 

• 1ah you r,f I 14 ith 11 • 

'Youtr ri ht ,t th t. But it k p ' , you out of r.' 

t va b n t ar 1nce 1945,· I aid. 'A · tat of rm -. 

If 'f ou oall h t peao you , u t think 'r funny opl. t 

, 11. I p f r that kind of talk to dirty look ,'h aid 

1 ep11y. 

t tt vapor t1on. any 8? t 

t ff at 0 - the fireball.' in h sharply and olearly. 

·Ev rytbing v por ted --bu11di g • pol • hing 1 ft 

1 1d eirol ,not v n ruin .' 

Th re a Ie nt urmur of talk fro th oth r roo • 

It w a 0 0 tb night wh n I could h pp11y h V t~ d 

1 tting nd row lng until d M'l, in h r r luctan.o to 00 pt 

th full n rgi e of y body. h1ch c 11 d h r ' I oouldn't 

(- bort t le of t · -day journ y). 

1th Y j ok t otf. the he t now ed de 1r hl. Th 

light er kindly. Th d rkn of th hall. with the kiteh n 

light pinpoint d at th end, Wit like t of 1 P wh r 

dream wer ill d. n t f t d. One a ain I h I'd tb En 1 hman' e 
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,1 u~, qui t r d ooth 'r n , wi tb en aho of oivi11 ad 'armth- - -

, -'-

, , 

no,-p ,rf9m1ng thi t1 • Th n a sighed 10h!' nt up flO on 

d ilene . 

' That f!}lY 1 bat you might oall on of our kept gentl Ti t 

H collect t1que , h look 40 hi no 8 t Lou--' 
~ .. 

"WhO' tbi'" I , ked. 

were ' ,1tUng 1th our leg 

hand in our pook t • 

r tch d out in front, our 

• h General . 11k to g t rid of him and th butler 

e rly on. Itt hi butl r , by th 8y1) He tried to dr in 

or whisky out of hi gl 88. but the blook of 10 olink d 

again t hi outh drily • tTh t r right without ~ hi 

ex m your Eng11 b poete. h thing 1 , th 1 must 't 

b too f ou, then h tel , all r1 ht. nd he do an1 t buY' 

Be OWIlEJ vine-

I
,L win in a op, fn shop. him'? ot Oh 

G '~I ~ --

Y rd--hey" th t gOod g g of your , Gl n , ay1ng you gr ' 

wine~ ' And h laugh d plea antly n hu kily. 

'Itfe tru .t 

'H uld 't dirty hi h rid with nuol r tool . H think 

h t in tra 1t1on, the orumb . R v n rid hor • 

wheel b 1 ov r th orld. Good adv rt1 ant. H t 11 

verybody thing r fin I h n I the Pr aid nt 8 ooupl • 
f k go, t he ~he f th do bout how nice • r . 

it 1 to r 1 e t nty g to • Bu it' ~Gl D.." 



• i,- (;. 

• 

• 

298. 

h s1dquietly, tTh 0 t t r~bl n c sity tb t h v r 
---

b fallen the hum r Q , . and un1 g t to und rstand it. 

a1 0 t you i t 8y in it _ m gn1f10 no t 11k the 0 t agn1-

f10ently t rr1ble g iur th human r a has v r d, in a 

olimex of olent1f10 b rd work---. f H brok oft end start d 

g in. 'Of ooura , itts like thr t, but ciano al 8'9 1J 

Euro • th hom of 1nt 11 otu 1 p r out1on all right.- th y'v 

1 trid to break tb first ign of xplorat1on, right from 

th fir t xplo iv. Of c ur it' d rou. of oour get 
. 

our fin r burn d, of OOUr ~ e th pioneer look 11k rogue and 

mUrd rr t tb Y al ay he e don • th Gal11 and th 13 run~ 

th ton .. but ' h t · v r they do ,ioks, i tf. h r for good 

wh th r you 11k 1 t or not. and orumb 1ik G neral H 1 Y ar 

th choool te old1 r who give 1t an r of r p ctab111ty, but 

01 no nev r resp othl • 1t" be fine t r volt v r 
~ g in t tb prillOnm nt of not krlOWl.rl. ju t coming on the 

" rih d tioking 1 t like 01 - t ju 1 ttin t d. auckl.n' end 

dre in t ,. 

11 1 1d hi hand on n. 'I gu tr both coupl of 

poor hi·eks, hen you g t do to it. You'r hir d by t r. 

I. L1 t . ,' - he a d. oving 010 er to • 'h you 

look 1'Ound end think to your elf hat kind of a orld '''Ie t, 

the oro d nd th tink o f automobile and the hole phon y 

r ·ck .--11 t n, you don't b Ii, v in th r eke t you Ie ~ th t 

to poope___no 1 it orth 

bl t 01 r th air a bit, 

l'Ying? 

e th uni r 

·od 

btt r plao t 

d 
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uldn~' t 1 t b pic of ral dot pology to God) to ju , t g t 

rid of the ink? I th r anything 1 1 t you ant to 

pr r"I, oan you sey hat nic pI 0 th rth 11' 

I ~&~1t8t3d, end be 1nt rru , t bfore I could SiP alt ag in: 

tTh re, you couldn't say Y8S right on the dot. B'ecaus though 

you w nt to t 11 yes no t you don't mean y , you dontt 

r gist r 18 right d P d wu. and th t' hat I man" Gl n, 

n ed the pow r to blow th - hoI d nIt to 1 0 • 
all kno td like to , d~ it in Ii four ooda, and 'om ho 

th t top u , it ek u think.' 

i t BY to a drink, 1 n?t h 8skei. tVld.el ~dllf~. 

ty • t 
~L, 

h got up h • And t that 1 too t off, you'll 

frr· • He t d, ' peot1ng to () BO . nd hen I didn't 

ove h aid, 'Co e on , Itll put it in th b droom. , 

o I took mif th tao t and ba ded it to bi • ',Oome and 
" 

look t y brandt; t he 8 d d. 

I follow d him and tum into alar t 11 nt room 

b t th other ' , if not bott r. On of ,th bed ide 1i ht 

we on, in ide a oft red- 11k h de. The ourt in r soh d 

to th floor ry grandly. fro th top of tall ndo t n ere 

dr wn. Louie IS dr . ing t bl oh otioally full of op n d 

pot and al b t r bo 1 ~d pr • A further door tood 

j r, Ie ding to dre He tookm ov r to f r 

com r • 

tTh ret' he said, howing tiny franed ,e brandt, 

\::,' 
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Th oman • ' Ho do you like it?' 

'Ori 'In 1 t 

·Like h 11. It· in the m t rd mu • But th ret 

not a oonno1 ur oan t 11 t he diff r no • ltv , h d a oouple 

do from London. h crook ad one Ii - up. H d t d it 

16.,.1' , d 1t Should b 1631? 

Th re,under theign tur . E.) th date, 1637. 

tIt look to h ' i ntt only, pi i 8.' he ' aid 'qu1tly th 

light guff • ·s t he dark objec in th background?· 

t~he faIt r could h v put it in. 
\ 

\ 

, . " Itt in th ' original . Qu1t pieo of ork, h? 

I l1k 1 in th b draa • I like to b r ·inded who t ar • 

and thr 8 thing 11 ttl savag in· t , don't you think 0'1" 

'No.' 
.You don't? t 

• o . I t a p10ture of enjo ant ore . Just · mpl 

pl ur . oth1ng , 7ft g i th t.· 
tOh,' h aid, troki g hi ohin for ,11ttl 

ab h d . t1 think it" bout on of hot avag littl 00 ente 

on th hum creatur I've ever s n.' 

e elk d Ther ere pil 0 00 t ' 

th ,r , d to my h b gsn taking th of and hanging 

th m in the s ' rob 

wbol length. 

:lioh t into one all, along it 

'You n ver know. ' h mu urad. aking out hanger 0 r fully 

d draping th coat on th • ·People 8 rt prawl1ng about in 
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th early hour , and a fur oan g t in a r 1 s. I 

: Just a I tum d toward ' th door ag in, faoing th other 

wall'. I a Q1'uc1f1 ' with I1ttl r d light, und r 1t. I 

topp d, g P 
.. g t hat to e 8 udd n littl p1eo of It 1y. 

nd morel r coIl ot1on 0 mething I'd 'f It I' , for tten. 

I ean, the !lgur of Christ. I ~ood th r ~1ng to r 0 ptur 

bee 

en tion I oouldn't v n n. ' Gr1 u t have sa n thi • 

e a1 oftly, h nging up th la, t co " 'You Oatholic?' 

I hesitated g in, and one mor he spoke b for I could ~ lay 

ord, ·Youdonft ee ure about all th ' things you hould b .' 

I ed h • tAr yOU a 0 tholic?t 

t · • 
tYour if. too?' 

• ¥by . ur . f 

A 1 ft the b droo • Bolo d th door car ful y d 

qui tly. 

tp rk your ars ,' haid e c . to th 9 tt in tb 

Corner ag in,' d I'll bri , g you 0 , mor e1.· 

I h d forg-ott th high , roaring 'nd out ide in mob I had 

alk d up d do for half an ho r. t • •• , . .... ::.- .. • :. .a;:_ .... _ : . ' •••• '.L •• _ ....... 

o urmurof talk c e fro n t door, and some ... 

times h . dow p ed ' f'tly aoro e th doorv ay. gettin dri . ' 

The talk eemed to b ~1t into up I d the utual friotion 

of tone d hum like e. wild o g fro i 1d peopl , wh r 

tb r 0 sp oh; it mu t be 1dnight, or prhp -. th r 
, 

it r ally sound dl1k th t I don't no • beoau I a drunk. 



• I could think 01 erly but ye r and eye told e only hat I 

anted, an v me tb-i draw y baokground. rob bly th t k W9 

quite a befor, and . eryon s ,tanding up in tb ,am tti tudes. 

end the arty oUld soon COlD. to an end. Grigg pp ar d in the 

light k1 tch It doorway again. tb tb tray J,ou1 b d 

b ugbt~ H -to pped, t 'alking oftly from th doorway, l ' aning 

for in t th I, 

t ere you h ving hiaky- nd- od, l' b ked • 

«Y es.' 

' That ' s what I thought.' Hi 010 ' ound d wi th e traord1n, ry 

clearness along th _' h 11 J - hioh 'Pro ad how qui t th 1 rg roo ' 

R glano d i - ide ' h p ed. nd nodded to on • hi 

fo e ' n ng it or _ e for -moment from pain to quick mbarr sent, ,. hioh :180 W 10 t in a 

, r. pour tb1 do • fotU~ outh. t 

He wink d at and put the 'drink i di tely by my h nd in 

0" ent th t sugge :t d 8y P th tic kno 1 dg of my ·drunknne • 

t Gue what tbry ~ r - dOing in thre.· 11 aid. 

t t?-

He t do wi th gro and med to 'forg t hi own re ark, 

th n took a ip or two of hi whisky .• 

r • tv got a h 11 id. t wo ~1 d/ 1!I!E:&Bjp' 

"th br in and unfortun t 1y guy like you on your 

, hould r p d your t1 kio'king guy in t d of 

buoklin do to ork. Beoau ther i · Qrk to do. t - .And 

b took other exhausted 11'. B tur ad to 'U1 sudd 'nly. hi • 
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'I a e quicky in Bf 'men 0 th ration 11 ation 

of h 11--". He tum d i ti ately gin. 'I re b r 

you had at th t i . your f _rst oolumn on • • 

':But it' · er1ou _ 1d • Gl n · en you faa up to th 

f ct not ju t th t tr 1 hell, ut th 've got to ort 
; 

out nd ak 1 ltv abl , you'll be oont por ry of • 
not b fore. It" . 

~ o-vel 
ju t 8y1 g 1 t' 8 h 11. all no 

0 tb t. In f ct, • h d d, t ing y with a trong 

grip nd putt1 cl0 t ·o 

really know ho hIli h it i 'II 

tI bet I don't.' 

'I b t yo d n' , too.' r 

flenee in th fl ,a if everybody 

to: b d • 

e in ~ 'I wond r if you 

00 plet 

aiting for tp ech 

i 

• hi .g I 8y nted t k u. f I a1 in thi 8il no 

my oioe 10 red. 'Ha tha thin oall d the do e day maohine 

b inv te ? eopl it h • The thing that blow 

th 01 .in on ' go . ~ 

.f 

h 11noe ent 0 • And at f r t I thought h a n't ing 

. to, an wer. 

'Coul b. t e lookin . tr 19ht ah ad of hi • 

• It' the kin of thin v n oan t t!mo bout. The rumour 

they pu out coul b 

I can only. tell you 0 

• 

lib .. rB e on . And tb ycould b r eal. 

thi g--and t by th 8Y, thi i no 
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H nodd d wi tb a vague 11 . hi mind till working. At 

that 0 ent th Engl1 ~ an , or the man I thought a Eng11 h , 

c out of the 1 tting roo end went down the corridor. H 

306 . 

too bad his j oket .off. Hi foot t pe ad no sound on the floor, 

and I r 11sed that he was withou.t hi hoes a well . 

I nudg d Grigg. 

ask. d in awh1sper. 

'I that ohap walking in hi socks? ' I 

Hade a light ohuckl and . urmured. 'Could be.' ~hen he 

oall d out softly to the figure on it way to th lavatory , tHow 

do e 1 t go. Ch rles , boy? ' 

The other man d1dn t t turn or pau e , only aid,' Couldn' t be 

better, J eft. t And the 1 vatory- door 010 d b hind him. 

'I be Engl.1 bY ' ~ aaked • 

Grigg nodd d , -
' Embassy? ' 

Be looked t e., 'Embassy? . I wouldn t t hay embassy 

people her ·. Lee.stways not after ight in the evening. No , 

Defnce. . Defence of your ~e18ure and pI a ure , Glen . t 

' On of your leck! s.' 

• or give-and-take. ' H a b · rd' look this tim , 

with hi chin thrust forward 8 b for , nd the frown low over 

hi Y • if to aeoure my lip- ervio for fiotion n itber 

of u be11ev d . ' He ' mot tb tr d1t1o~ , e lva got th po er. ' 

I look d b ok at him a at a411y the whisky aIlow9« and 

a 14 . ' Are you sure about the trad1 t1on? I 

A d .ned good friend.' friend of ina. Th would-
.' 

be bard look continued. 
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'A CbarI aye no to nearly rytbing I ugg t, h t s not 

It etly y an. ' 
~ 

'But h r do 8 h 00 e in? I an, leoture 0 h 11 l' 

I ask d. 

'S 11k to tap y brain. I n d hi • 

• '1 do you n d hi ,t 
-Let's y I ne d hi oo-oper tion.' 

, t , a a 1 cturer'l. 

ttl ten,' b aid with grim 11e , 'I on't kno if t hi 

1ntervie 1 your dttor' conoootion or not , I kno he we 

i1011 d in the co P ~J for 1 t Y ra, but you could 

get your ' hands burn d , boy , and I wouldn' t like that. t 

He 'aid it mildly • And I took i t with aurpri ing ildn s. 
! 

It like rr1V1ng at bargain. H had hown m th frontier 

to hieh I uld go &1d no fllrth r and I. wi th ore nee of e If-

pr s rv tion than I had ever ored1 t d 1 f 1 th . oonourred. 

Aft r long pause during ioh th Engl1sh an return d 

fro th lavatory end w nt b ok to th big roo rltb d lib r t 

t adin , only touohing th all brl fly to k p on hie fe t . 

not ono glanoing at us, I . aid.' 0 did you say as in he 

00 uni t p rty?' 

·Your d1 tor. ' 

'I h .~ 't got an editor.' 

t tv t a do si er On him that thick.' He ill~1oat d the 

r1 ofbl. gl • . , . 
He tar d b fore hi glumly _ • I guess I I drunk now t oo. t 



• 

• 
J 

• 

308 • . 

tyou don t t hav to orrt about me r embering any of thi .' 

I told him. t I' . drunk too.' 

I rai e y gl 8 t hi and aid, 'You'r down to the rock • 

d d. G t your elf re-fu 1.' 

He r 1 ad himself up lowly, 8 if ching allover, and ur-

mur d t taking up our gl e , 'I gu ltd b tt rput the h t1ng 

up~' 

• t? You mean down!' 

'You've till got your ho $ on.' He moved aw y be vi ly. 

• y not'· I 0 11 daft r hi • 

'Tek t off. ;J aryba dy 81 se 8. Rul of the party.· 

Be look d in t the big room, waying and b nt forward . his 

wrinkle 11k thiok bru h ark now in the d1 light, and I heard 

hi t "Ho '8 folks for drink , LOu?' And I h ard her an v r, 
. 

'Fine. HeYt J ft. don't you th1nk it' k1n( of ohilly?' 

tJu t hat I had in mind.' And he y nt on to the k1 tohen. 

lId forward wi th one hand on th coffe t ble and m de 

ev ral trie to undo my abo 1 0 .. I humm d -m=1I!i1ll*- so ftly. . 
~ I h d a moment' s illusion of being in It ly, and of relieved 

-e,...e. ~~ ~ ~ h4t """c.-Lk.~~ x-rec.4.tc.:... .. 
to 

Then I reeli · d a 't in Italy. Ju t then Lou1 lipped 

quietly out of tb roo i n her tocking d f e t and nt to erd 

th b droo I p t m • I only looked up after h had drap d 

thin over y bead---1ta sudd n quaint touoh ade me ju p 

out of y kin. 

t t the hell's that?' I put y hand up and found it w 

• 
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kind of , tift laoe, and I touohed a tiny buokle. I took it 

down , with her t ding at y ide/and found it 8 a hit 

br 1ere. I laughed and she d pel 11, looking Ie 

robu t then b fo re. 

·You can k p 1 t 88 a mem nto,' she aid. 'I' led youtr 

eking out wi th Jeff,' h dded, Blking on to the b droom b bind 

• 
, 0' 1 this?' I aid. holdi 1 t in front of m. 

'Looks 11k my wife' " Grigg s ld, ooming out of the kitohen 
I 

with two drink at that 

He put tb drink do as Lou1sedi pp ar d into th b droom, 

and band d 80 thing all on a string. 

'You toke p h ding thing • t I 1d bl earily. I looked 

t the obj at and found it as B d1 0 th number on it, 49. 

t h t' thi for?' 

'Itts your number tag.' 

'I ee.-

'You'll find your . ack in th cloakroo. • 

t Y ack'" 

H t do h avily and de a scow11d ay, without looking 

e in th y 8. 

'ao • sak.· nd he aid tV> more, taking hi glae d 
, 

wi th quiok pu h taking gulp of hi ley. 

I had 'v n up ork on my sbo , nd took a 1p too. 

ore no! e next door and 0 e o'f the gu t did 

th s e th ngl1 h an had done a f inute b fore. t adyi g 
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hi If on th 

• etoh it" Vane,' Grigg aid 1 th chuckle. 

Tb m w dr d in 90 e ort of hi te j aok t. .As Loui 

had ,ju t ~~ tub d out another 11 t I Qouldn' t eee x8otly, but 

h n h on hi 8y back and ther we the muff! d roar of th 

1 vetoX1 oistern I h d a h rder look. and aw to my 8 toni hment 

th t t .t asntt a j ok t at all but a bite und r hirt, hort-

1 v d w;l tb 8 round n ok. That he too a without hi he 

ed q 1 t ordinary to e. I took 8 otb r drink and ag in at 

to work: on 'my ho s, f lin that haVing t ,hem on wa g tting 'Q) 

b odd. 

• at do I need sack for?' 

, 'Oh, oan 1 t, Glen. You know the rul s 11 I do.' 

Thi s . oken in uoh f tl1er ., that it ade me feel 

1y i nol uded in th party, and I aid no or, only lpp d 

happily. ho 1 e f at str tah d out and twitching, b r 

elbo &---1 had roll d up y leev s like J eff, putting my ouff­

link in, y hip po cket---on the t bl. nd my ti , like Grigg' J 

100 , nd. 

'You actually put th h t1ng up?' I said. 

• I actuslly did.' he replied · th a yawn. "You know t 

Gl n---' A 'pbone b 11 rang from the b droom and quiokly 

sw r d bytou1 e. h kiok d the door lightly 010 d with 

h r tocking d foot b for r plying. 

I looked at Grig,g ,t wa1 ting for hi to go on. 

ere tr in1n to rd th bedroom • 

ut hi e r 
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eon 1 ugh d next door, and woman g1ggl d in moat 

y 'path tic ay. I told mya If wh t 8 d1ff rene thi 8 

from tho pol! n oonver Qz10ni I B 0 tim 8 ob11g d 

to attnd. h re you mov d fro ohair to ohair until you'd 

talk d non n th v ryon. in th roo t th n you left, with 

t ell 00 90 you. Lou! t s voice unheard. 

Th n he opned th door. 

'It' fo r you, Glen,' she ssid ' oftly. 

• For ? .... 
-Don t tound sosurpr1sed. 

Grigg turned to e quiokly. 

They probably want your tory.' 

• lnd h t I said, len.' 

tL1k to 00 and 11 t n? '. I a ked him, g tting up. 

II 11 t th t.' nd he gp t up too, follOwing me to the 

b droo • 

311 • 

I found I still had toui e' br in y hand. Sh a 1tt1ng 

t th dr sing tabl do1n b r hair wi tb th t . trsnge slow ove­

mnt only unf 1 thful 0 en h ve, "if oh trand is a plot. 

Grigg t on th bed, ak1ng it ea,g tre endously, d I an er d 

• tb 'phon. It 8 Palermo. 

H didn't s y ho he B. t only, tHo' i t go 1ng?' 

• All right. t 

'I b r you're tying the night,' h aid qui tly. 

'Y l' 

• She· got you 8 hot 1 roo. Aoopt it.' 

t~6nk .' • 

I he rd Grigg ay to hi wif. 1 aning forward 80 that th 
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b d n rly tipp d ov r , ' ound like a oode~ at c,raps 

you piok up th, if .you don't ~1 d ring 0 .• ' 

'I t rri d to a or p, ' she aid qui. tly and ' firmly , t 0 

I got u ad to it.' 

H d1 gu t '4 noi and I h rd Pal mo ay , 'Some-

body ' put c rp t in your roo • A r. P r on . You 

to h influenc . ' 

tA e rpe~' 

' Lit n tak the fir t tr i back in the • orning, unl 

hurd r you, I'll h. ve the eontract r dy.' 

'You had 1 t r ady y t rday. ' 

. • 0 .• It11 h v the dYne r a4y. t 

312, • 

I d c1ded to co pt this norm 1 , ndaid oth1ng. Grigg 

y wn d d got p. H , look d do t for f cond , then 

1 ft th roo. Sb turn ed ,and winkd at e, till 10 1y dr wing 

bru throu h r h ir. 

fH· dIdn't 1 v bill? ' I ed. 

Lou1 turn d and look d t m for long ti e, h r brushing 

stopp d . 

B 10 r hi . 010 • 'I h till tb re?t 

• • • 
tLl t n. Gl • g t the old 

ni ght. • 
, p rty 

to party of ine tomorro 

"tau kno all bout 1 't. H wont t 00 e on y 1nv1 tation • 
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H t watching her like a he k. t 

'He" w tch i~g too. t 

t G t him to th prty . ight .. f1ft n t th olub for drink: • 

dinn r t the ±a~o f and 1 f you don· t you on' t get that advanoe. t 

, t r you going to do i th hi hen you g t hi th r ? t 

• 1% hi up th nice girl.' 

H rang off at one ,not aying good by • 

t ell,' Lout eaid. turning to h r 1rror gain. 'it 

ound d 11k the olos t oode in tbe servioe,' 
~ 

Grigg had cd:I:JA_ the door nd tnt g v the ohana to 

to b r in 10 voioe, tHe wanta your husband at a party to orrow 

night. t 

• 0 do I.' h 1d in an ordinary voio • • b r' nothing 

y t r10u about tb t.' 
'H ak 8 everything sound myat riou • 

off it, Gl n.'- be aid, fl1ck1ng -a ba d t in 
It 

th rud. t BY. ordering out of th b droom. 

I return d to the 8 tt e end found Grigg th r taring t th 

tabl. Ther a much or noi in th other roo end 1 t se ad 

that sort of perfo 

ppr 01 t1ve sigh • 

ce a gOing on, as th r w re 01 p and 

1 ell,· h edd, 'd1d you hBnd in your tory?' 

I didn't an wer thi • only drained y gla • 

tT 11 you ,m hing,' h nt on, 'can't fao any of the 

P opl toni t. ltd rather stay th Y n my.' 

n h look d tr 19ht in th 8y 8. 

'You'r all mix d up in it to g ther, that bitoh a ell---' 

He mad movement of his h 
----------------------~ 

'You leno t I like you. Youtr suoh a damned crook I'm not 

313. 
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ur you hay n' t ma,d hell your ho e thoroughly a I have.· 

Then he id.·U ret we'r 'behind. 00 eon.' 

1th hand on my houlder h took do to kind of 

cl0 roo _ a dark, windowle plac, just sbort of 

. th lavato17, and wh n he witoh d on the light I 8 not only 

overco ts on books but whi t oanv s ok banging sid by ide ' 

e oh wi tb a number-t g 1ik th on h 'd giv n me. 

th doorw y hil he peer d at th and f It 

I 8tood in 

of them to 

e what h d ben put in. And I w toh d his r ther hunch d. 

tall back, that seemed 0 long, block1n th light like an 

enormou at tu • 

Gi e your boe.' 

tabl ,'I aid • ·1 left th under th 

He till peel'ad at the aok ,goin 10 1y along the wall . 

' Here , damn it, oan you re d the numbers? I need my gl s 

t · t r they for'l' But h looked at me impatiently and I 

re doff tb first number: f , 1rty-- even.' 

'I t , in 'he tw ntie • t re you?' 

'Forty-nine. t 

• ell . you"r up th r ,010 to t h 

pe ring into hi sak,' on-of- -bi tah if 

ho in min. Th t 'kind of thing t 

oor. ell.' be add d, 

omebody hasn't put his 

hoI night to ork 

out, d my e p riano i it' like running eor .' 

t at"' it for?~ 

• 
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• h . 00 on , Gl ; ohuck your boot in dIet' h ~ your 

hlrt ~ • 

• y h1rt?' 

' Lik thi . orumb.' d he took off hi shirt, aft r 

w ping out the tr 8e ho 8 and putt1n his own in , h . 

o r fully folded the shirt and laid it on top. 

'You'e alr dy got 'I i teo t,' I aid. 

ty 0'\1 me " v 1. ' 
'ltv got J VEt ton. t 

'Like hel~. you h v ,t h d . tarin • 'yout r e in 

your h1rt 1 v , t o-t1 er. Do you h v to 11 about 
~ 

everytb1n&,t H made 8 1 ering 11 in -tf d1. light and 

y d perilously • 

'l'v t v t under y hirt , t I 1d. 

315 • 

ty If ·d I'v got an ov roo t und r my trou er .' e both 

start d 1 ughlng, and :Lou1 0 ·8 in at t hat mo ant. 

I 11, isn't thi nic I' she aid , '1 thought ltd nev r e 

th dey ben you t td b '. olub p 1 . ' 

' Com in , honey , ' he aid in tbro ty vOio • with u xpected 

in t1 oy , till iling. , h En Ii h P ople in 1 t on 

calling h ir v t w i tooat , and he . tart ·tllin m he' 

aring his 1atoo t und er hi shirt. b Ii v \ or not. t 

'You'r drunk.' She oam furth r into -the dark oloekroo • 

and id , ·Co on , J ff. h y'r . or 1ng for u ... 
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'O.K • • O.K. , I 0 aft brushed. 

stand. Hon st, Lou. ' 

I don't av n k ho to 

14 noth1n but to y rapt toni h ent bnbutton d h r 

316 • 

dre e end slipped out of 1t8 Sh folded it 0 refully and slipped 

it into a ok. It nu b'er t nty-thre . I thought h as 

going to chang into another drea - but instead ah took h r p tti-

co t off and udd nly nak d exo pt for stockin and girdl • 

Sh bad jettison d her br on to , I re e ber d , and th 

kn10k r must h gone to 0 on 1 e. 

'00 e on , ' h aid to "I tood there Wi th an idiotic 

11 _ on my f c. 'you'r b hind. t 

• e to me , Lou , nobody brl f d thi guy , e1 b t playing 

dumb. • 

Sh b gan 100 ning her atook1 from th girdle , and Grigg 

start d t ing hi trou e'r off. 

It e ed to m a I w tched th th Y mouth op n, th t th 

entir ng!o .. Saxon race h d nothing bett r to do than take 1 ts 

oloth off. t 1 at , i t 8 ' ed . to hap n a h 11 0 f a 10 t . 

'H' 81 aye Rlanng omething.· Lou1 aid , giving me 

glanc upward eh took th 9 cond tooking off. tB '11 be 

telling u th at th i 1 hi s fir t on next!' 

'Fir b t? t I said. 

I he r ; list n to hi!' 

Grigg chuckled , folding hie trou era oar fully . 'I r ckon 

h \ ~ rter th hie boas. ' 
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h this bo 'ay t" Lou told him , 10 ring 'b r 

girdl ' d retching it lsat1odo ovr her len • 

Grigg ~"'L." ... ~red . thi in a narling YO 10: t ' 11 t you ought 

to kno .' 

Sh ' look d all r than u ual no h a in th nud but 

her I'Obu tn v n ore trik1n. 

nd h r br t hadn't agg d. b oau 

Sh had strong .bould rs 

sb oarri d h rs Ifo 

11 , he b ok quit tra1gbt fro h r n ok to the ba of h r 
, 
pin. Only her tom oh ightly round.er and larg r than 

it shoUl b for h ~ r height, but ·th1 inor B d the n of 

robu tn • Grigg 8 do to a pair of underp t no, ho ng 

hairy ob t and hip uoh or youthful and fragil th n on 

would pot" r Lou protrud d in thto h he h d put it 

on in t h ebaok, 0 that hi ' pin eu rv d slightly and m d hi 

bnt fa ard all th ' t1 • h lines of his fao w r at 

complt oontrarin fJ with hi body. hioh as a ooth and 

unblemi h d a girl', xc pt for th dark hair. No, wi tb 

both of t h n ked b fore , y bin olothed b gan to 

ob c ne. 

:t nt on iling t th • I uppo sed to do thi too?' • 

Grig tum d to h r for th ana r. 'Ho r th r t? 

' Well,· Lou aid to me 8 d on th way to the door, 

hot. inti at 1r 00 ing fro her in., 'I shoul at y like that 

for th mom n l 
And Grigg folIo d h r . Th light out ide had b n tum d 

down ev f urther. and it ' as no o hot that I ant d to trip 
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oft ju t for th aom ort. ' h big roo a uch or oro d cl 

than I h d thought while 1 tting outside. Th r r peopl 

on the floor, pr led on th t 0 tt s . So r sitting 

on tb of chair . I c ould e the Engli hman . H ' W 8 down 

to hi . o t of th gu. t uld y---und r hirt . no • 

And 'all h m n er the Onl on till in hi hirt. 

But h 'd t It hie trou re off. Hi underpants gl an d f 
I 

the floor. Th in 11 t t s . ome b dulled 

their dr s do and er ' ho 1 g tb ir br at . Otb r had 

imply tek th ir shoe d etoQking off. Ho th Y h d done 

Bll thi , and d po 1 d tb ir b longings in th aok f without 

m noticing , pus d mutt rly . I tar d fro on p r on to 

th n xt ,J and took a s t on the floor a f r from tb bl n 

f1~ I could. Th YOWlg m 1 h ginger h ir a nowh r 

to be • gr t sigh nt up when Lou and Grigg pp r ed. 

I tri d b t oould not to t r t th half-nude women, but 

th Lou and Gri gg began to dane I b 0 ooutod to them , 

and 1 b 0 oomfort bly g in t the all , my half 

0108 d. eking for no xp1 t1on. · So of th m rot 01 , rly 

compl te trang ra, ro th 8y tb Y P d ob oth r cigar-

ett • or off r d the can p tray whi~h still b It-full . 

On thing I 0 uld n ver havxpeot d---that the roo th thi 

in ion ot 1 .. nuden S8 bad b come or g ntl . Even , 

c rt in 1nnoo no had nter d it. Th lurr1ng Am r10an accent 

ound d kindlJ nd humbl d. h ngl1an an a in hi evnth 

be v n , leaning against one of th i1 80 bra d and 
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d lighted that ~ t MHIt!illUd d ign d for ' an ev n fatter f o. One 

of th half-nud wo n lookd do t h~r ownbra t r t.l at1vely 

o nt. then 11 d t • It 't that xuali ty 

b P8B~Uf(l that it 89 , exo1td to oopltn qual! ty. bich 

coupl lly sohi e ,e only in pri v 07. Grigg wasn't h ' dome 

t 1. e d1 11 t d h flick ring ' fl e, 

hiOh d h lOok rough and odd in ilhouett I but th ua11ty 

it dr in very-thing, nd 1 t f 1bl for sex, 80 long 

we f1 h. 

Th 1r firt ,ov ent ' ~ I an. tho o,f Gri gg arid hi wif,.,--

WJ.I ,i' lilt ho 0 ' ballroo dane, xo 'pt that th only touch-ed 
. i:\!~;~~~.l , !. ' 

: ~.h'" th ' ~ ': " !' l~ghtlY one bad/balf~turn d to rd th aud1eno t 

.>'ft.' 

her bo ,inlng luminou 1y pal n th di n ss wh11 th h r 

o hi ohe ,t d 

notbing 

an took 

er n ' 

P ch a h r 1d. Th r 

by 11 d and talk d to av rybody, 

right round, t 't boy t 1 t' s 

th tiP •. J tter n,' 'Oh. Lou, 1lh ' Y" r po;tntlng right at ....:. ,. 

I emed to h ':V 1 s dane entiBl Xp r1 no in y yer broad, 
JJL ~ 

a -=.::~ th p pI 

th rk h d prof 

actly ho to b h lYe. 
~ 

oth rIA~ • 

••• f t 

'H 7. hurti g ' I', and then, urg ntly ,t 

fro on f th n, 'G1 t, S~itf J ffl' 

m n ho thi but from hia x r 

and yet gentl • you couldn t t tell hat h 

look d aoro t th 

hioh 8 fa in t d 

ant. And Grigg 

only 11 d in hi dir otion and did oth r turn, holding lout 
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hand ~ No d then eh ade a light jup 0 th t h r boso 

wobbl d. d then th re a a real appreoiat1v gro • It 

-truok mudd 1y throu y drunkenn tha t the trang t 

th1ngbout this wa that th re no u 10. You could h ar 

th s of th ir f et brush on the 0 rp t. and th 1r br athing. 

t light at p of h 1 , and th smack of on of 

their h gain t the oth r'a thigh or hip. Really it wa 

no , e tall , ju t f mov m nt holding hand f and hen On 

of tb m got up and join d the .. fir, t t 1ng off hi oloth t , 

I "t d 19n d to ' do. he dane kind of pr 

t xt 0 unoloth 00 pl, taly. hen elk d up to th and 

join d 1,1 ft r lipping her kirt off and 1 aving t on th 

floor. I h rd one of th oth r wo , n y,. '13 l1eve it or not • 

I've 10 t g.t ~ho e 0 hear h r 1 ugh d, and enoourag d 

by thi h called out to Grl Sf 'Your 0 g 1 tion' b eking 

down, bo t h -. ad to be per on 9f om influeno a 

b ilea politely in her dir ct1 n, Lou did th ema . 

far h bad 1y tak n off h r dr end hi .. h led ho • 1 vin g 
(J.. 

blaok dA Id-l f that clung tight to h r 

neck. he perh p ih old t of th om nand th oth r 

-.,."''''ll.II.Il.,.d to ttrlbut to h r oert8.l.n po i t10n d authority,.. Th 

skin of h r n ok dry and lightly rinkl d, but her pI p 

houl r ' had uch a oothn that the c r of b r Ii! d 
~ to-J-c.e 

to h ~e oone n r t d bov the ~the r ~ itt 

by oth r people' • 
bo w il11n hi hirt: 

I r ali ed I 

d hi ho 

ting ne t to a man 

r at hi id, ne tly 
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pl oed tog tb r • 

'You'r b hind , ' I aid to him, nodding to\ rde hi irt. 

H . looked t e 10 1y. ' hen he y d , and an r d in 

10 t pol! h d vo10 t '1 gu a8 If off the gam tonight. t 

But he b g 1 taking off hi hirt ju' t the sa • I 88 the 

ngli t up and thre.d hi b tenth other . . I 

thought he s ' 1ng to d ce , but in te d h l eft tb roo gain. 

h sn ho had Join d Grl g and Lou taller. than either 

of th I in tact , he s the tall t man in the room. I found 

~1 t po i bl to gua fro hi nak dn a wb t h ---

mi lt tary ted io , diplo tio. H oould ev n h v b en on 

of th youn~ r p ant in the ineyard n ar min , except for 

hi stoop d th con qu nt 0 ~ed-ln oh t . I tab d htm. 

focu i n g hard , 0 ti e k ping one yolo d 0 a to g t 

b tt r pietur . It a am in ho uch ooidental grac b 

and Gri gg h ad. t h 7 dane d on th ir tos, or r ather th y walk d 

d trotted round eaoh other , making th mo t un. sham dly fe in-

in en. I looked round in th d1 light . 0 hard , t 

fright n d • 0 oer--oa.ualn prlnging fro t n £;tion. 

Th y ere ell uthori tie of kind . Or perbap my drunk 

1e ad th o . Not at al l like thos part! in pI 

h~ch had mad m void r10an oompany for y e r t. d 10 t m 

qu M r of bu ina s . ' he p ople bfor had tb . e 

of peopl oonfirmed in po. r . Th y rind d of Engli sh 

offie r th y hed one b n--tb brig d1 r and Ii ut n t­

g ~eral and corp -co dr ' at th t1 of th It Y r -- of 



• 

• 

• 

322. 

eoloni 

and th 

Ind! t wh n the un b d not yet quit 

inv t h d beoo e not quit valu 1 

et in the face , 

8 , and a pI a ant , 

Ungrudging m gnani 1 ty t1ll ooth d ,d hon 1 te th 1r 

I r mber d. bo they 11 th 1r oigar ti , lifted th ,-

Iv 1tb h altby g111ty on 0 otor-oyoles, tood in e 

drinking th 1r t 81 I re e bered th 00 fortable dron of' th ir 

voioe t , thej.r flu h d chk ' and tho 

only. b d grown up to think of tb -
un ash d f 1nine--­

f 1 in -- ove nt 
I 

being m d. t this mo nt by t 0 nak d n in front 'of m • om 

thin of the 10 had p d intO th n p rh P t 81 d d 

doom d by . om thin - ind11bly G rman. hleh had b trans itt d 

ubtly nd invi i .bly by Hi tIer: a 1 on h r ---not to d ,fe t 

your n too thoroughly . 

I th old r man 1 an ,id , ay in a f iliar way and ho 

h r br 0 1 t to ho b r hould r only r vi 1bl to 

m . And I hou t I he rd h r s th cbuckl . 'That's 

not going in the ckl' 4he three dana r ere beckoning to 

otb r on th floor to join the , and I ndered th t th Y felt 

no n of r-dioulousn s---th only thing th t ould h va ad 

th look r1d1culou • b ir h d 

th ne tall an 8S iling do 

r join d d lie t 1y, and 

Lou hile he ov d c10 

to him for a nt , h r ni pI s protrudin ' 0 th t th Y med , 

to b dir ct at him. As for hi exuaJ. 1nt r ' t, and Gri gg' • 

th bing g tly rtic1p t1ng, ithout n d 

for . t1 action. Lou look d do e ery no and then, and I 

rind d for 11 I had e n ny tim on 
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and rly Gr k beads. S veral t1 tru 0 

the tb B wittly p sing hand, and this 

ah touch d 

notto d 0 tly 

by th .om n. :But th r ark r n rly all fro th • 
b ok...... t rk nak d thi t1 • H udd nly 

appred in the doorway 11k 8 tomb-fr1. in 0 rv t rt. e e pi: 

that hiek~n very hi t ,contr ti g wi th the bad flush of 

hi f o. H body too .. ;! d fr 1 d ll-k .pt look, but 

h I h d e110 d hie ato Roh too uob Ie ay ov r tb y ar t. and 

h n h alk furth r into the roo you oould that hie fl h 

hlmg hiekly round hi hip, at th b ek. His leg w r 11 t1le 

ex roi d a if b 'd driven touch in 0 r. But hi skin had 

a pI ant fin ~. and hi 11 gave th r t of his body an 

una hemad 10uthfulne : all hi itak h d b ·en tow rds th 

en uou. H hreaded his ~ b ok ong the 1 tt r. 1th om 

appl u for hi ne tt ~ 

he at down next to on ofth 

B , how d no s xual int r t until 
"-

1 th only" skirt . on ., then 

it u1ok...:n d, he glano d in her dirot1on. No drink ere at 

pr nt ing round.P ople A9Eml8d · to hav forgott n tb .. Wh re 

ltd left my gl I couldn't r m br. 

Gr! g wouldn· t 1 t th Engl1 hm , 1 t c fully. 'Oh rl , .• 

he c l1 d out, '00 on. do your tuff.' And reluotantly, th 

smile at th 0 an n xt to him, th Engl! hman t up and thread d 

hi w baok, end join d hand with th oth r • Tbi ome-

thing or for Lnu to b lntere ted in, and h watohed him b 

ile. Th t 11 o 11 d out to th .. t., • n d or ... 

110m nt' to whioh Lou t once aid, 'H 11. - e don't: I' h ving 

whale of time". wi th laugh that ade igg look at her wih 
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int r t 0 f1 ro and g Iv.ani ing th t I a urpr1 d h 

d to t1mulat her. Sh idn't hri und r it. But it 

obbled or t and push d her hi t the tall man until he 

too ho d or than hi fo r int r t. On .of tb young 

en in th oppo it corn r ho I didn't r e ber to hay 

got up d lib rat 11. took off her blou andak1rt, laid th 

on th h ad of the man . i tting nex to her, and lipp doff b r 

324. 

pettioo t. at n 1ng t hi sid naked for moment hil 11 ttle 

r wn, and th rn join d h oth r. No tb r as 
I 

11 ttle or no real doing. . hey 1 ply. huffl d bout n r the 

fir holding hand ,taking or end ore 1nt r t in aoh other, 

I tab d th on who irt an blou h d b n drap d at 

up d i th look.t hi"aok- t g Ie tb roo • he woman 

toho .th Y b long d a Ii ttl tall r th Lou. and h 

o thick 1 the iddl tb .t I 0 d:r if he 8S awei ting a b by • 

Sb hardly mo • but dr th oth ~ r round her. h r fae quit 

till d her lilt pur ed, a 1 'doing omething that r quird 

thou t. Gr du 111 the n cl0 e t b r. elmo t to 

the olu ion of Lou, but cri 1 of j alou a pr v nt d b 

G igg. who -th littl pr ur gin r d Ob rIa th h-

an to rd hi own 1fe so that th re for a omant t 

group. Thi .... "..., .. "'" . ....,.4 t ) b the ch no for a n v kind of d nei g---

01 ped 0108 r togeth r, in he b 11 roo tyl • The tall , 
th Englihman d Lou er u danly tog ther in a 010 group 

th t ov d little, only w d. their b d 010 , and Grigg and 

the other 1d a cony nt10n 1 kin of two .. ·t P. 0 010 -
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tog th r that h w hidd n by hi hould r • h re a mor 
c 

noi in th room no • om t'1t bad b n broken, and 8 'V ral 

otb r got up t o ohang • Th an ho b d gone out rl th skirt 

and blouD r t urned a nak d 8S bi woman-friend, and he 100 joined 

tb d c1ng, ing to Lou' group. ing it tbre n to one 

man no .. Tb old. roan with th br c 1 "t al 0 ro ,and I 

b r c refully take off the r t of b r oloth and even let 

down r gr l' b ir,o iab os to ddl of h r b ok .• !rhi 

dre Gri g ' pol1 te attention , end th r we a yoopbantic 11·ttle 

19h of ppr 1 tion fro on of th 0 1 tting gu t . h join d 

th Lou oup , hich 10 1'/ pli t up into to. i th h r d the tall 

an together, and Lou th the remaining t o . 

r qu1red for th dancin. an peopl had to 

or ;paoe 

t up from th floor, 

hieb deoided th m on takin 0 f h ir clothe • Th re o n 

nearly a 1nority of clothed people. I w the dark young oman 

'1 joi the danoer without a ord ..... -h r b dy a tight and 

museul r athlet t , with the bo of girl. not a moth er. 

She ., d about ith h r '1 010 t and I had the 1mpre ion 

th t h ~ looking t things in th d rkn 8 of her vi ion 

th t e other b no id a of. She mad to b following som -

tbing pect culend tirring behind her 010 ed lid , ev ry 

325. 

no and then f int 11 pa ed over her lip, eking th t toh 

sl gbtly . Y t he oarefully, nd h r b'ody MM~:tmp.d qU1 t r 

of theoont at it wa eking with th t 0 men danoing 1 th h r: 

only it xi t d for it If. not for tb • hich made her mor br Sen 

tb th other m n . her hip pu hed forward, rolling, though 
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without gre t 9xua.11ty • In fact, tho with ost , eXu 1 1ntere t 

• ~h Y i ply , 11k Lou r th t111e t &nd lea, t d on trati 

and tb n with gr y h r, 11 d d w. ,tch d d OT d 

g ntly talking and nodding in lit 8Y. Th man next to m 

moved d I r eli d it tu too, unl I wa going to 

make xh1b1 tion of y If by r I folIo d 

th qu u to rd the oloakroo , and look d g in at t g 

number. !hi • by th 8Y . 0 0 by ot of th nak' d gue t 

round th n ok. or eoured to th , hil I wa · ai ting 

in th b 11 for the cloakroom t o c1 ar I hung in round my neok. 

~h r inti at 11 of peopl pa d. and 

troll d b ok to the ett wh r Grig and I had at, and took 

1p of my drink hieb till thar on the table. h not 

fro tb in roo a quit d ening no • It ordin-

ry ing vening, xo pt that th r no mu 10. One or 

t c th r wa the sound of a k1 • A buttock wa 8l..apped t and 

there a a ohuokle of laughter. " 

In 0 t trang ay e 1 cont at e d unthinkabl t 

not t ctlea bu un rran ed and 1rr levant. hi ·" movant 

ond f 

th1 • 

ed enough. P rhap " it 

ti 8 couplo--- an an 

to oth r---ki Bed a they p 

the drink that id 

mad ' un'kno 

d th ir bodie ho d a 

quick d exual tnt r t, but that a all. It a a new xper-

1 no or could n ver h ~e pr diote ~ I lotio d that 

1 1nt rt uiakene d dl d . th the 010 pro im1 ty of wo an. 

a · h bru h pa t m for a ament; r it might b througb a01!l -
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thing one of hem said. talk d to ob other con tan lYe 

edn , f fro bing a tripping of th v 11 of 1ft 

th most co plet m sk V r dev~ ed. ople r no long r 

faoes--t ring y -.que tion1ng brow , hey w ' r thir bol.e 

Iv , so th 

found a dign1 ty 

hil tb 1 10 t any int1mid tih quality they 
~J... 

oloth d people n v r Baht ed. If coneup1-

oenc as it en on one or t 0 fec at the b ginning, th r 

w none o. 

h r a loa oane lling- out of attraotion. ne p r on 

d pr tt1 r than oth r . In f ot , oman' tr cti rar 11 

f 0 one or t c b 11 d by th l~r adin 

om thing 1 h r haunch and bo 0 

~ 
b t badn ' t , 

of ber bodys 

urr nd red to 

th pl ur of contact butAOlung to If. A 1 trLlc g 

o an" on theoth r hand-- py , ith f haunch and hick, 

lined ile 1 th no ugge tion of rotio 1'1 asur in her fao , 

ho d tb dumbly in her body , 80 tb t th experi nee written in 

h r face bee udd nly irr levant nd .p rfioial. 

s p ndous 1rrelevano . of half our public valu b cam olear 

to m, I bo f r we r . fro any pr o1atio~ of the 

r it"e h t h d b n allow d to b co pr tty a 

proof of th blindn In t " with nakedne , th 

c r fully rae i d v n1t1 f 11 Y. bo ing 8 sex unfitted 

for narei • but on th oontrary strong and frank. 

1 ok d round I found that h f c h1ch bad inter ted 

rli r no lon er did 0 , and oth r couldn't r m ber having 

n k pt dr _ ng my tt ntio . .- noth r urpri _e for e s th 
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sheer number of p opl. Either Grigg' hi ky ha b en v ry trong 

01' el I b d b en in too numb d and rvoue t t to not1c 

peopl 00 J.ng in. here re al 0 gu t in the dini groom , 

J from ~ hich the t l>1 had ben clear d . I wond r d h re 

th Iri h coo bad b nt. Unl h a one of th nak: d 

bod1e • 

lip. 

I t as tif11ng no 1 and 

t ing n th corridor ju 

at runnin down my upper 

y 

lipp d off my v 

ing. Th 

utld tb cloakroo I 

t and Ie n d yb r baok againt th w 1. 

o an in front of turn d d aid q i tly, 

' That' a good 1d a. t h had tak n 0 ff h r 0 and tocking 

but nothing 1 • d no, h unbuttoned h r dr and pull it 

ov r her h ad . th my help . 'Thank .' sh aid, hil I too 

the dre fro h r . Her bl ok br o,lipped et the back, 0 I had 

to bel her th r too . 

'ltd do the sa e for YOu.' he aid pl ~a ently. 

e rtainly so heat.' 

'It's 

I h ded t ar clothe b ok to h r,plu8 y v t, and tb n took 

ff my trous r .:> and underpant • Sh oho ed uch intere t in 

my reve l ed part a I had in her , and 

th mutual int r t. 

at's your nam l' Bh a. k ed as th 

' Gl n.>' 

• in e' s _ an oy • ' 

both gav vl.dano >, of 

u u mov d on. 

iled at oh oth er and I took 1 the olothe baok 

fromer. 

t tt your number? t I 8 d h r. 
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'Ob, the tag's in y __ t he took the n b r - tag out of 

a tiny pocket 010 ad 0 ehol in her br • and e id i th ile, 

· Oute idea . don ' t you think? Good pla,Q for lett r • Tbey 

never re look th re.' 

The tag we forty ... even nd I re arked , tTwo number away 

from m .. 

tThat ' cosy. ' 
~ 

our way between nak d b od1e into the dark oloBk-

r'oo and I found y elf guiding her by the arm to the hoo~ , 
~~ 

then:e: a round h r aist, and thi ' e ed the oat n tural 

thing in the world. 

Our bag ere empty. by a iraol t eelng the nu b r of 

people illing bout, and e put our clothe in • I ag in guided 

h r through the oro vd , thi time with my am involunt rily lower 

own , 0 that my hand rest d co fort. bly 0 th" ba of her spine. 

e her I "Known th G:r1 gg 10 g? t 

t Y buband t sin the 8 lin a J ff.' 

f uol ar phy ios'. 

• 11 ," ore th aotual exp rimen t " • ' And h smiled t me 

pl aantly, while \V joined th eo .. oalled deno r .. and began 

huffi1ng round together, at firs touohing only lightly, then 
& 

drs , ing 10 r until I h d ' my rm r ound her pgain , making 0001 

weat on our skin • 11 the time e galled round at the others. 

Once. hen tber wa a oru h of danor ~und u • we kissed. 

but g in a the mo t n tural thing in th world. ithout the 

light at per onal overton • pub11e kl s .. --of the kind going 
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on all " und u ... It r . 1ndad of th way p opl ki d in y 

childhood; van tr nger9 kied you tr 19ht on t h lip ,~. 
t;" 

no much time pen? dOing thi, ovi lowly fro o e 

nd of t~ rOom to th other---for now th wh61 ~ room a b 1ng 

u --I h no i d • Someti I though~ I aw d pe ping 

b bind tb ourta1ns , but it way turn d out to be l i ght r .. 

flect e from th e fire. h n we r in the i ddle of th roo f 

talking to e ch other in quiet monosyll bles ab ut the d1ff r nt 

littl e plea ure of life . ho often 

tlll with t wo men in tow. and fter 

long, Lou pa s d, 

urpri oed look at us aid 

to N n CY t 'You'v got him . right there---th guy I s - telling 

you aboutl i Nanoy looked t her, then m • 

Lou nodded and gav her 8, alight wam.1n look- --for her to 

be c r ful , 0 it emed to m • 

e had now e pa~8t d slightly and wer e only 01 aped by one 

arm. She 11 d at me placidly again and l aid. 'You ' re" 8 

low-down on of bitch. from aat I hear.' 

I smiled b ck , 'It 1 n ' t true. ' 

, don't oare h at they say about you, I like tbe way you 

dance. ' 

ewer j at bout to clasp e oh other in the aloae danoing 

posi t10n in ,,,hen th a oompl et 1y involuntary but 00 mon 

ovement our right hands went betv e nus, hidd n . i nstead of 

round eaoh othe • vi Ible. And wi th our hand 1 i on aoh 

o t her in thi ay , we nt on danoi .. I looked round to e if 

330 .' 
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0 h r r do! thi · , and a h · t in on or two 0 they 

re. but ith th d1ffvr 0 that they w r doin it vi ibly, 

the1r band u1t till , ' "th en innoo t 100· of inaoti ity. 

g in ki d and our band b goo 0 ov lightly. But tb 

drink s cured u g in t any t involv t, d w n on 

mov-ing in th mblano of dane t a talki g--- g in bout 

d1ff rent Ie ures. 

, lhy they 1 t you in,' he aid u d nly ., wi th light 

quae""et 'I don't kn01V. ~1 room u t be hot ith or t ,t 

'I thougt I a e fri nd 0 f th e r .' 

tThey he none. t he 10 k,d in th ey • ag 1 th 

ber plac d s.m11. 'They're 0 th mSk , 11 you. t 

• 0 your hu band h ve e r t l' I e k d. 

Sh gem a lon, tio ing look and aid, 'I ond r if 

I'd tru t you with your oloth t • hen another 

t the F.B. I . to ke warm, hon y,' b mu ured, 

cl0 .e to m • 
..t-

IAre th . B. I . en in thi roo l' I asked h r . 

tell, J t do you think'? ere cret go , they go too.· 

people r~ beginning to it down, a if th danoing h d 

only been a crony of initiation. Thr t to rd 

the door ·n which we 11 b oame involved t and e w re oon among 

m 

veral otb r o,oupl • the touoh of the e 

o en oft . and e1 BY wi th th pl ing fi 

gularndthat of the 
)'to.k.A. ~ 

n S of A 1~. Grig 

d the tall man war together in th oorridorout 1d d th r as 

urmur 0 f • 00 • t Looking b ok i to tb roo I aw en untidy 

of cu h10n on th Ioor and mohair, turned ideway. ith 
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the 0 rp t ruok d up in pl 09S • L1 t 1 9 king had been don 

durin t e danoi g. But on an h d oigar on no f and k pt 
() 

1 t tuok in tb corn r of hi ou h inclin d upward a a pre-

oaution. H r oogni ad anoth r a1 r the fir t ti e and 

aid to hi throu half-olo oke drift up wi th 

every ori t ' y, hullo. b ph rd--- k-end run'l' I couldn't 

e th other man, but th . to ards 

to G any ......... ju t atop ing off. Ho' th kid?· 

• ' On the y 

'Oh, fine,' 

ut't r d the big man with a ki d 0 fi el 00 1, and bl R hu 

cloud of ok to rd th 0 iIi t b or t rning t th woman 

at hi ide and ~in. 'Chiok n andwioh. honey?' 

'1 eopl had drift d into ., the dining roo f whr tbey 

tood au e pty plate • it1 or the food to oome in • 

Grigg 

b drao 

ed 1al be look1n it r thi th the tall man. Th 

full too. 0 tly of S$ok r e . i tt11g on the b d and 

so e cn th floor. d rk and 1'0 y by the di 

light. I stood in th oorridor,e · erat d fro , y partner. 

The En,g1i bman 8. in a d rk corn r ' th th grey-haired wo an, 

d I h r brae 1 t twinkl 11k co r on hi should r for 

moment. Peopl , r tti tir d. A an ,n ar the cloakroo 
~ro~ 

door 1 an d it1 , AI']» 011 the an at hi 1d wi thout 3 in 

ythin to h r k1 d h r 1 th bo 0, hloh id' t v n ak 

h r turn round. On ooupl l eft in h big roo' , pl ay i g and 

joking. I r for t, bl1 dl going to th d ning . 
roo • touohi g ry r on he th 11 ht han t on 

th hould r, the buttook, th to soh. ! 0 ' it rally mu t be 

332. 
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Lou 1d to her quietly, in uoh a w~ 8 to keep her at 

1 tano • 'Hi, Beno .' 

~He d m if you er , ttraot1v and I said y ,that's 

11.' I ' to1d hr. ' 

• o. B looked t you wi th 8 leer in hi ey , 1 r 

you'V k own for long ti ,and all you h d to do ra nod. 

~. t'. h t bepp n d,.' A a att r of fact, I r mbered hi 

doing x otly thatl Imd ., elt doing xBotly that. I just looked 

t her 1d BY. ut. with 8 P rpl xed an xpress10n a I had 

v r bad on my f 0 • And all sh sald, ft r 8tudy1~g y xpre-

ion in the dark light, was , 'And you don't e n look sorry.' 

'I can't tell ben your legs ar going to go w ale. ... Ioan't 

pr d1c~ it.' 

'That' just wh t I think you can do. I don't kno hat it 

is, Glen . perh pa it's ' meth1ng old and ancient in you that e 

A eric n are too damned innocent to know nything abat.' 

I t red 1s rably t th bar whit buttook in ,front of us, 

moving tow rd th dining roo • 

, 11 .,· sh aid ttl nev r , told you hy you were her. I:t:' s 

bee u e one look t 'you tells anybody 1th the lighte t power 

, of judg nt that you're nol,l of the things t not a smear 

r porter or e procurer or B m 1e hor.' 

~ looked at her hopefully, and had 8 sense of God ' roy, 

whioh Budd nly d oend on en. 

But b nt on, 'Youtr playing with the e things. You're 

pl y1ng big take. I don't knowh t th, Y are and n 1ther 40 
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'." 

Grigg • But you'r n 11 man. A look at you t lIs rybody 

that. ' 

tIt 8k m supr m ly d1 bolioal,' lid. 

IYau, caul nIt hav put it b tt r. And that' by youtr 

b r • At firs t thou ht you' make e frt nd.· 

r' ttll arm in arm, c10 togeth r. 

tI uppose it t hop Ie to 'try.' h aid. 'I'd 11k to 

,try. rankly, you car e. Not b cau you look sear ey, but 

be,o U you don· t. fh t' hy 1tt o unoanny. I f 1 exaotly 

11k th t girl th the funny n --- talked about you for 9. 

couple of hours!' 

'You d1 ?' 

" ' e on red . if you had a fe ling in your body. She aid 

you se in your ev nth heaven ju t mooking and pulling ome-

body do all th ti " • 

'Is th t at I did to her?' 

fTh hole v nin ! No if he t a 11ar1 abe peaks with 

gr t nv1c ion, that' all I can ay .. You had her crying out 

for 'ercy. she s i • ()i that' thing I oan't und r tend. 

om n r e sy to pu h , down-~l m an, it em such an extraordin ry 

thing for human being t 'o do unl h t 8 go t om ' kind of 8 p r-

ver ion. and you don't e perv rted at 11, you look healthy and 

no al t in fot that' the fir i thing anybody'd ay about you . 

thfirst 'r rk!' 

.... he e t b teen u had grown" peo1ally h peking 

so urgently, ber face 010 e to in en her hould r leaning ag inst 
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m. She took y h d in hers, and 10 my 8stoniahme t put it for 

the br1efe t of seoonds b teen her lege. 

"!rh re, t he s 1d in a oft vOice., 'I don't kno if you*v 

ev r r ally and truly experienoed a oman f but it' th only 

thing th toould do you good. I ju 't don t t bali v an can 

' 338. 

v up being gpod . I don't think itt possible. For on thing, 

y r 11g1on doesn t 't allow e to. t 

'Nor do mine.' 

She turned to me quiokly and f1 rcelYI t God in h even, 

you t re not C tholia, r you?' 

I he it ted ever 0 slightly a I had done ben Gri g eked 

me that qu t1on, and in the p u he form d a 01 ar id • thougb 

wh"t this I couldn't ay . he only whispered, 'Gl n. go and 

find a pri t, I can take you round to our 11 ttl churoh in tb 

orn1ng--take oommunion:' I looked at her wi th my perplex d 

xpresion "sgain and this se d to ake her wilder. 'I mean, 

don't you ev r?' 

' What?· 

'Oonfe l' 

'To 8 pr1e t? I hav n't don • no . t 

'Darling, you look iaerabl .' ahe said , and kiss d e on 

the lip aft r a lance round to ee if we were b 1ng atohed. 

tI' not goin to let you be demned. Jeff vn wouldn't ant 
me to,' 

'God t th judg 0 that,' I aid. 

'You think w've got no po r t all? I'll show' you th t 
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i 't ru: I might sav you---It ak and tup1d but I oould 

h~e 8 try:' 

I r 'tbed out h av11y and t r th r alump d t her side. 

• we an' oftn s could do 1 t, perh p , t she sid. 

'Th t 19bt bone akn , you've ov rlook d,' th t v ry an is 

born of om. , 
• 

'Ith1nk I r eIieed th t. ·t . I look d h r in th 8Y. 'It 

isn't tru. , by th ay , hat you 8id_fut I g up~ 
• I1 t ' b murmur d, 1 ing b ck and y fro me for th 

fir t ti ,'I' going to baT a try. ~ 

I thought Idd nly of y vin y rd, ho alight e - ·wind 

brush d th ough, its 1 ave, akin th rattl I and bo I stood 

in on . of the ro ' at night· 90 ti e , looking down tb hill • 

339 • 

Thi w . ucb a trong 1m g tb t th hit buttocks 1~ front of u 
'V'\ 

er ab nt for a 0 " and the th of Lou' a br 8 t g n t my 

arm into hot Jun ir. 

'Co eon, t he aid, 'youtll f 11 1 ep .• L t' grab ~ 

drink.·· And a he got up, drawing e up too by th arm, sh 
r 

dd 'd, 'I onder if you've hea,rd 8 in thing I t;§ aid. ,' 

Sh looked into my eye again. h r fao or wed up. 

think you'rth bigg t ttl' 

tT t?' 

ev r had.' 

'Of Y cb rity. And perh p y und r tanding.' 

' Hon tly. I 

e thre dour ey towards th k1tohen , hich 8 em d to b 

in' d ' rkn • o t pI r eating or drinking, talkin 08 ua11y. 

So , ucoumb1n to an unreal s n e of ohill b oaus of the first 
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r t1 ht. Ho . uoh ti e pa I had 0 1d ---th shining 
" 

urfao d the Ie y h of talk ut 14 and the ug t10n of 
t:SK.V~ 

chill 1r that o am, through th door on 0 ': ', t',eet dro d in 

010 d oh oth r 'and be ," one 10 'I of t1 e. • 
but I udd nly to find Lou t ndin cl0 to e . b .nt forw rd. 

g in t if 010 d ttY 19ht t 11 b r mOl'"fI than op n On!B 

had done. 

tyou r the oh qu • d1dn't you?' b hi P r d. 

Iy t • , ?' he 1d, ki ing on tb lips ' 0 th t h r orda 

nd b th • 

I h d no n er to th1 • or f con I f 11 fat 

ele p • 

' I' not u d to 1 t i ht " I aid drC> 11y , blinking 

t ' her t 0 • ich too. 010 or t o oou on • n<! I t 11 

1 p in. 

-Did you '!I nt or l' 7 I b ard h r ask t a1 Y gentl • 

nd fter h aid that blower d h r If 0 0 me :iIh h r legs 

'trid _ 0 that I ar of "b touch of ha1r~ l . tridto 

pu lout , or • t All I could think of a 

it po ibl oonn ot1on 1th or k1 , thing 

' 11k th t. nd I f 11 1 p g~1n. I ok dro 1ly, a re of 

her bo 0 pre d ag ·n t 19ht on ymiddl • 

th h pou 1ng co fort bly round y to eb and thigh • 

• ore h t?t I s 1d , 

'0 h. ~on y.t 

Raking y lips on do in 1 p. 
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tI' not tnt r t d in c h.' 

t L1 t n. if J eft g t to hear th re' 8 no nd to hat he can do. 

Even to you.' 

'H r he amin in her voice ok e 11ttl. 

'Do t t let your tongu w g , Gl 1ft. That' all I m n. t 

• bout h t? ' 

tIt to oft you, you 0 n 't b h rd all the way 

tbrouh,' 'nd he kia.ed gain, r ther f1 rc 11. and mov d 

her iddl to end fro, ving to undr t no at Ia t what . y 

ale p had , r f'ud to elmo led e. 

I a xhau t d. Y body udd nll d cid d to tSk no further 

inter t. 1st 1 p d and pa SiT undern 8th h r. he put · 

he~ hand down • 

'1 th t your troubl, 1 n?' h asked 1 th n al 

in her voic. Sh brought h r h nd up if the pot had b n 

empty. 

f trouble?' 

I b l ink d at h r while she gaa d tel th a, c rt in horror, 

her outh op n and lightly drooping in th sugg tion of ham 

felt or eon 1 • 

fib t r you t 1 in about?' I ask d. trying 0 truggl 

out of ep_ 

'I on't e up, tbough.' And he k pt her hand th r • 

m ging m and 1 ttin h r fing ra and r, rai ing h r If 

11gb 1 in her t--- h10h --to gi hra If fr er 

pI • 
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Grig till look d do t e. hi t th t~ght to th r. 

nd slowly h c into th k1tch • H didn't troubl to olose 

the door n I could 

wba aoing on. 

oth r gu t ., dro ~ and una r , of 

till look! g at e, h aid to h r in 8 murmuring voice , 

·1 knew it on or th oth r .. ~ell you the truth, I thought 

th1 one s 00 normal for your t "be . ' 

d he tood direotly in front of e., 

; 4. 

' X 0 wht I ' d ,11k to do? ' h 1d to m , hi 1 g tr1de. 

• 0 f t I r 11 d wi th a h p1sh or ok in y voio • 

· 0 n't you gu 8 'I ' And h I till look d pUBsl d h d 

otton tha an pi 1ng---all 0 . r • 

• Go h aid th tt pt at 11 .' though 111ng 

under th t g we diffi cult: it e g not of b~tality but 

tot 1 n ab olut 1ndiff r no to th h an or atur , , uoh I 

h d nev r n on a bu an fao b fore. 

• Sb 'B right , by the way , I lid. 

'If you k p your outh hut you'll ale h py , t mur-

mur d . nd th 0001 ov nt h ood on ttptoe nd too a 

vat iron uoepan of the old-f hion type down fro book on 

the all . It a 0 beavy and m 1v that it a only u s 

ornament. P opl didn't oook l1keth t no aday • I j . pad 

UP . t rri1'1ed. 

, 0 , J ff. t Lou id in a hi p r. 

I and r d beth r I h ul try or th do r or ju t rl Id 

off th blo h n 1 t oem . :But I didn t t rally b liv a nic 
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man oould b violent • It dep nd ho you'r brought up, I uppoae---

totu y the violence in men or th p ca. 

Bed t o bav no tnt nt10n of knocking m on th he d. 

Inst d. th 8 ullen look ~ ,bi lip pur d into di ~ 

gu t d hor e ho • h plaoe h.T suo p n d ftly v r my h d 0 

th t in a om nt I 

y abo' Id r bl e. 

in d rkn 

If ltd kno 

oould 'b Ve d get" ay. A it 

• 1 th tb iron r1 re ting on 

goin to do that I 

I 8 fix d iny oh 1r---

no long r by u t oft fl h b t b. bout ant)' potmde of iron. 

he bad h r 1/01Q r 1 'ed this tim f and :by th BOund 

th th1 eu of it h ~vae oap bl of doing 0 d thing ­

d ind d be tarted pu' hing it by tb . handle. I found 

Y elf bo w d und r th igbt. tb ' elmo t doubl 'd under 1 t , then 

pu h d slo 1y do o th t my f or p d d lid d perately ' 

on' th floor, trying to ustain y w 19h • 

• on of bitoh, ' I heard hi u ur to hi elf, 'dirty, 

lowdo 

Lou no 

h1cb r 1 

ppro ch d hi, nd I e r 0'1 light trug 

of the, 19ht On e. &king dvant g of it 

I ,de lun upwards " bu he a quick r n I fIt th 

, 

th pan v n h r tb n b fore, gri ding into th bar kin of y 

boulder 

p r t 1 

• It 
t 

th back tr 

t in. 

1 t . 

tb t gain I 8 lipping down in y t and or ping 

th th 1 of fe t like 

the kind of auo pan y wit 

an on a p man t 

d I bad cour d 

oial rno looki- g for one ,to ak rally t ty 

11., I'd found 1 t no • In fact, I had y h d in 
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to, look, J f--' I old out, but my voice a.d 

ech ' inside y t po·rary hIt and I r ali 

g 1 ff otiv • 

n 

d 

I urpris d non of th other gu t 0 to y r au. 

346. 

But prob bly I a hidd n :fro th oorridor out i e by Grigg' 

body, and my b d by the uo pn., 

' Son 0 a bitoh,' h 'W nt on, '1 -duwn crumb ••• • 

Ad h nt on pre in f app r n.tly 1 th Lou tu ging t hi 

fr b hin; th re wa lipping and t ping of bare h el. I 
~ 

a forced :turther nd furth r down. I tid Y If bY' putting 

Y b n on the ~ eat of y 0 1r d with fr n y of ffort tried 

to· r 1 p rd • But it didn't ork. ith udd n 

plung h h d on 1;he floor. I nt .do th agr t thu 11 

th cbair fly1n fro behind e. g p of to i h-

nt , follow d by a te rful, fOh: Oh!t I till h d 
, 

the uo pan on my h ad b cau althougb I wa do d co pI t ly 

no , with pain t th b of y ine, be k pt th thiT' g 

in pc ition., 

To y rpri h 1d in 10 vo10 f 'K P till, 011 ~ of 

bitch. , It d h t dying cl0 ly. 

Th no! h d ttraot d notic and I b ~ rd tb t 1 man ,BY, 

t ' th door, t nyth1ng rong, Lou?' he 1d nothing, but I hoped 

tb rrivel of h lp would t en y pound lee of iron on my 

haul re. 13u 1 t d1 n' t. 

'. of bi toh b re g tting rou .' Grigg 1d. out of 

bre th. • Ip e pitch him out of door " Vane. Only thing • 
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0001 hi off. ' 

hi w s r ally too uoh nd I mad a kick and lung with my 

leg . I dd nly angry . I pushed my shoulder up wi th . 

t rr1fio mOT nt and I oould teel tb t Gr1 g , in audd nly loosen-

ing hold, w right n • w r attrao ed , and it 

uat b e been int ret1ng, a obi g iruggl like 8 dIn , 
kioking and flaying i th my f t , hile Grigg held the auoepan. 

in ide of niGh I y lling our 9S and thr at . UrlBpp11y y 

playing f -t c ught the tall n , th h 11 of a ok and I 

he rd hi dr w hi braa h in uiokly b twe n his t eth , ying, 

• "01 0 ., a bl 'toh , right on y var1coBe vein : ' on of a bitoh:' 

And 11 tar 11y it co- opted him on Grigg's sid at onoe . Tog th r 

they dr gg d and pu b d t , Grigg using th handle as a an 

us th h ft of a oart , bile th tal. 1 an gri d round th 

middl , 0 th t I slid d thudded and bounoed my , aero 8 th 
~ 

tiled floor, o tching my akin painfully , until e were out of th 

k1tch n on~o 
y lung b 0 

ft oarp t . ~hi g v v rin pow r, d 

trong r , "th th re ult that th '1 puff ' d and 

gro n d 11k old n ~h Y drag d me along. I we • d not 

to he r no! e fro tb other gu But I 1 gin d th m looking 

on in par y d oni hm nt .• t bou Nancy? Why d1dn" t h 
~ 

dO t 0 etbin? And th ngl1hmen? Didn ' t blood c 11 to blood? 

But hen I rem b red his :tao I thought it probably didn't. 

hey got io th front door. Th y er pi tohing m ut 

of th ap rtm n t n k d! I f It ourt· n brush a t , touching 

~~~~ with n ty , dusty warmth for moment---eurely that was 
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• thourtain by the oor? I plunged and 'hout d van or, k10ked t 

rei ad my iddl up in th 0 t b urd w y, tor t h no pan 

with my h • f 1 t for leg hand , punch d at the 

h n I .ound th m, and ev n aIC:.,==tee:ti1 one , evokinguch a y 11 

fro th tall an th "t I topp d. turally I bard nothing from 

out 1 , a I a eking uch a din the din oho d b ok 

to t once fro tb ' iron Id of y h 1m t. I bard th front 

oor opn. br e 0 in. I a i en one mighty and fin 1 

pu h, thn b door a 010 d again, and I a fr s 

hockin y nd utr g ou 1y fr • with th suo p n oro k d on 

my houlde ...." and ~Ieno all round m • I half-lay th r for 

o~ent " panting and xh u ted. Then wi th gr t ffort I took 

the uo p off. I 8 out 1d • by God. Out 1d in th nud • 

• To BY 1 t a 11k the fulfil ant 0 dre eryo h bad 
~ 

auld be untru , b OS. ) e und rj the dr am there i , always the 

00 ~ rt bl f eling of b 1ng a Ie p_ , r I actually end un-d n1 bly 

a , in the nud f feeling chill br co ing up th ell of th 

c rpeted at ir t 1 th a saue pan t y 1 • t m d it more 

unlike dream than yth1ng I h e ver known we th aet tb t 

;- I s ~ campl tely nd -aw • 

I oouldn t t he r the p rty going 0 \ in id th fiat. h t ......-

could 11 ba be n dr • for all the oonn otion I had wi th it 

now. I rubb d my f ce and made a groenof d pair. t 1 t 

I d1dn' t have uoepan on my be d. V pour dro h d formed ell 

ov r th in id f 1'0 y br th, and I studi d th m 1diot1call. 

• t bout Lou? If h nt d to a a, hy didn't b v m now? 
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Where 00 uld. I find 01 th ~ 

in the nud? There no 

Should I go down to th port r no t 

oundfro th :# re t of th ' building .• 

349. 

I r ,me bared that th ntranc h d wing door, whioh 8 8 bl 8 in 

b cau e 1 1 en d the chanoe of soold ind fro tb t t. 

Th floor a luxuriou 1y oarp t d. bl ing ther ,too. But 

it a deoid dly oold r than th flat . In f ot, ver,y cold. !Ph 

or I to od t h re, the 0 I '! 1 t 1 t • Y t th b gan to ch tt r. 

I had panic- triok n fling th t I uld 0 tab pn umon1 . I 

found y8 1 wi tb Y rm 01a8p d round rath r like rl caught 
~~# 

I ked up and do I look d down th w 11 of th at irs 

wi th the y f3 popping out of my h ad it n I thought I h rd ound .. 
/" 

There \Va no traffio out ide. h . morning light had not yet oome 

up . At 1e t it h dn't p n trat d ,the b ok indo · y t; d the e 

w r th only ones ·on the tairca • Then I b gan running, th 

hort little ep . And hopping. I r n up and down on flight 

of the t ir t back a g in. o to eXllla1n th1 sort of thing 

caught me? eenwh11 . oving. I oontinu d 

running up nd down the t ir . Th b at , hil I thought 

things out. :But th br • fro b 10 continued to troubl 

end pro oke gooe f1 hall ov r m • 

but not nougb. 

h building 

I topped uddenly, panting, a if only no 

bing nud on a publio 1 tairc • 'rb ex: roi 

b rly w r ' of 

driven 

e: BY th 1a ,t effects of drink. I stood quit still, tring b for 

m 1 th youth op n. I in tb . nud • on B tires 1 It 

sn"t muoh het peopl ight co t it a ' mor that th ltu Hon 
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f1 tt d too perf ctly into the dr am: a in th dr , I had no 

con.vinein explan tions r ady . They QuId rr t m : 

would be en uiri t Grigg' flat . But ven thi 

m. in worry. · b hing wa , h r ould y oloth 0 

Tb r 

't Y 

fro? 

t WO lId ·th Y put round me? I look d vry h r for pi 0 

of co ring ....... 1f I could dr p y If l.n . om thing, that t 

Ie t-- . Jut th re BS only 0 rp tin • fi tt d horribl th 

f100 rl I tri d to pulloorn r up , nd r a1. i d th t 1 t uld 

h '!I ada nioe overoo t . but 1 t ed 0 b P t d down. 

!here wer no curt in . On our ain auld he e don e nicely. 

350. 

Th gla of tb indo 

1nueh to 

:ro ted and th fram 

our ' sin unnec t tb 

19n d 

time 

I f 1 t healthy, in f ct b tt r "han I had 11 night • Th truggl 

h d we t d my 1 ley out. I notia d n . ty d rk m rk on y 

hould r from the ri of the uo pan , p rtly gr1 d p rtly 

bru1 • I h d begun to aohe , but pl . ur bIy, e p 01 11y in 

y b 

J th 

o . I 11 t nd. Not ru tl or not a snore fro 

oth r fl t. ,'l; r_~ .~"~"" 
<1 .-_ ____ "' __ _ 

t u t b c--. it t: 

. h no ou . uc pan we lyin f 0 

downward by Grigg' door. How could thf all hay forgott n 

so 1 plaoably? I udd nly f 1 t aa 1serabl child. And 

this ;ve me he imai~ ngry :r . · lva to arch up . to th1r door. 

y genital ng1.ng I r ali d they nev r did tth cloth on. 

d begin' h er1ng and kicking ng tb b 11 and outing 

in ult • '00 out , ,you be t rd . ~' 'Open up!' t h1thou e ' t • 
'00 e on" Grigg, you bloody trip . hound 1 , I Y 11 d horribly • 
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The door didn ' t op ft , nor did a und fro inside g1v 

promi of the - small t attenti on. I a, cold ag in. y 

teeth b goo ch t rin d ther ,s goo efl ah all ov r y rm 

nd leg . I jumped up end down on the pot, felt 11k 

orying, prevent d y elf fro itting.on on of the t ir and 

dOing o. 'h ilene wa ab olut. I nd r d , in th mid t 

of this 0 t h Ipl ·1tuation I h d v r leno t ho ch thing 

oould be 8110 d. that port r didn't 1ntu1tiv 1y und r tand 

80m thing .and sb upsta1r ama. d . e. .nd th r a r pon­

. ibl ---or ev n ju t o1rt'e---p r on t the p rty? And Oembr1dg'e. 

w t thi suppo ed to be a civic to ? I a oonvino d th Y 

w re al1d1 cua ing th atter in id tb ant . Perhap . B 

ort of oivil ar h d develop d , and Grigg' a winning. 

I kioked, out d , pr d tb b 11 ilene 

drifted baok to • h ' more tim that p8 (1 ., the mor toni h d 

I was. Didn't they realia I bad no oloth? P rhap th "!I re 

all nude-drunk. 0 aoousto 'd to it no th t tb Y . ught you didn ' t 

need clothe ven out id 1 H coul g t put in pri n for th1 • 

It u t b 111 e1 . hutt1ng 8 an out in th nude. I oould 

run to th 'neare t polio · tatlon. _ I oould run f t . :But wh re 

8 it? I woUld have to ake on tnight d h , but h r to? 

In y oth r Visits to C bridg , a ohild , hadn't Ibn to the 

polio t tion? Or hould I run to one of th 0011 g port rt 

lodge? h y w r us d to tb1 kind of thing. Of (Jour , 

I igbt b an undergr du t ---8 por r ould tek 1 t in hi trld % 

But at th tim I d 1dn' t really b 11 v the t the opl ins1d 
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Grigg' fl t oou~d just forg t bout · e , 0 I stay d her I 

ju ping up and down on the s ame pot , 

as I h d en orkm n do on icy days. 

nging my rule round my body 

No X we fro. en. ~h goo efl h had harden d into on h rtf 

covering of fl ah , prob·ably n ture ' prot et1on. I at do on 

one of the stairs and put y h ad 1n my hands. I ju. t couldn' t 

beli ve 1 t. !b t peopl could be 0 irrespons1bl • I huddled 

my elf into en ungainly heap . and tr1 d to r1ggl into a ·m 

comer eep I could. And t that d the 

door. At fir h r h ad pp r d. pal and draWn down t th outh. 

Sbe looked round andoouldn' 

no tt pt to be en . 

I and in y arum led i ery I 

h n b r ye drift d down to the 

r ot corner I a trying t fill · th my b n 8 . or than h r 

h ad no pp ar d. Sh a dr s d in ilk dr sin go • 

though h r f t re till bar • 

• Ge , I 'sorry , t she said . u1 tly. !h r n't a ound 

. from behind. no oivil r , unl 

' You can com in. t 

th rtd deoim t d soh oth r • 

To th only my body r p11 d. 

1 t cou i nto the flat . And i h th 

It de b d as f t 

th of Louta c ntr 

he tin, t he 0 t gr te'ful furnao in th orld . X br tb d 19h 

of r lief that i gbt h ve b It h a throu hout th flat. h 

cl0 d be door b hind , and I r eg! r d th t there ,a, no Grigg 

. ting to flin g me out ,gain. In fact. there a ju t LOUJ 

other ue t r no here to b 8 n or heard. I lean d g in t 

the wall . y hardelH,d fie, h th ing do to 00 f1 h 8 siu. d 



• 

• 

• 

then to ,the u u oft ftty OU hion that , tran m1 t w th from 

out, sid 0 lovingly . 

Sh ' stood th r too . 

l ong as thre is the warmth to tran it. 

1Th y' re mo tly leep ,' he aid qui tly. 

As y ye got u d to th d rkn oorridor I th re 

a no n in 1 t f no whi t in1ng buttook • no bo oms 11k gr t 

hit ob • And no Grigg. 

' Ho did you g t m baok in? I hi r d. 
, 11 • •• • Sh didntt an r . but k d furth r into th ft 

qui t of the f1 t . 

I didn't f 110 her t one • Tn r 

of vote fro th big roo, on or top opl 

ry light u r 

rh p talking ery 

10 if not to d1 turb 0 b r • 

I 

d 

e1ked 1 'th11y into th itch n---and ap into Grigg. 
t 

e fie .Y thud tog tber. H tanding in tli doorway 

al on • 

. 00 in , Glen , · h , aid oftly . utt1ng hand on y hould r . 

t Ge , It 

, erybody leep?' 

• 11k it . cover th u . Lou' do! g it, h tIl 

b' ri ght b ek. · 

H . tood th r ' lookin 110 and or d, b t for rd. 

Th truggl h d tak it out of hi • 

• an , th get cold, f h aid th an involun ry 

duck of his h -ad. 

' Sit do t' h dd d . ' e'll br ak bottl of outon- oth ch Id.· 
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I . t do · but ~ h up r t1 tiou r rv :void d the oh 1r 

by th hi. Th, eucepan u t till b in th ball out 1 • 

h t oul b stran find for th porter. 

'Kin 1 und r t ding, ' Grigg u ~r d, taking do 

du ty battl lthout a label from boY th to • He b Id it out 

to 1t~out nthuia • 'Oharl ' 0 ~lar. old it to m . ' 

, t, th bottl or tp 0 11a:r?' 

' Th c 11 r.' 

b t l ' ht .h v b n jok four or fiv hour b for • but no 

it f 11 into tb bigu.ou night-a orn1ng i r of th . n t th 

h sTy forbe r o . H uncork d th thing alum 11y and got the 

th1e 11 htful 11, u1d ov r tb baak of hi hairy hand. H 

ttll in the nud . part fro hi black oak . h 11 of he 

do alon only tru n in the orld.-...... ap rt 1'0 h t th 

th 0 el, c ecl'() to It brou bt back to a ani ty whieh 

I r .ali d all of a Budd n . without bing bl to fix th thou t 

pr c1 1y, a our moat reo1ou inh ritano • It had om thln 

to do th r and cone m and oivil! t1on. H poured out t 

c r fully, and it 0 out h th t d p , dark.brown, 

uddily r p rent quality ot tur d n • time I had 

got the ,oolour fro 1 in down part10ul rly good y sr, but 

I kn I oould never Bah1 th1 t t . r id our gl 

lightl to oh other nd drank. I had r d that Gaeth 'dr nk 

in fir t thing in th morning. I r 11 d hy . It , en down 

th uch an am zing br oing oftn and v r1 ty of ugg tion 

tb ,t I fi nt bed the gl $~ in . everal gul. p • 
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t t I ~1k to • Gl n,' Grigg id qui tly, d 1 and 

forward an fill d U ' 8. sin. 

I em ok d my lips and ad gr t ati f1 d s1gh, 1 aning 

b ek. 

t 1 h I oould t it like thi ,t I ' aid, hol~1ng it up to th 

light. tBy God .... ' 

H looked t • pu.zl d. H too t1r d for qu -tion t 

I for eJtplBn t1on. I took anoth r -1 • and anoth r. . Long 

go b for It t rt d in wine I rob 

healthy, and 0 work ,h rd, b for n anything. You ha 

to it ownandn d1t. B t ttr ork1ngout1de. , n "d 

c rteinly be . out 1d. I down d ,th gla in a f Ip , whil 

Grig only took gingerly sip ' d look d if he'd ta t d in 

Lou 0 b ok with soft ate. I b y'r all tuo d 1 , till 

lunoht1 •• hid. nd· he b nt do to r1 • h r bo 

app ri g out of h r dr in go • nd 1 d hi on th t pl • 

• elin O.K. nOt honey?' 

H - od d in rath r 8 dol t ay. 

'I think I'll thro my If do 

got up h vily,. 

Lou 00 hi by the a. 'ltv 

d. f n they elk doff togetb r. 

o h r ,t h mu ur d, ad 

t the aid· 8 roo ready, ' 

'Kill tb t bottl " Gri g call d o · t fro th hall, r i 1 

hie voio ju nough for to he r. 

I pour d my l! anoth r gla s " tri d to ' find the 1 b 1. ' 

But th r only du t fro y r 0 torag. nd the 1 

• 
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I ou h to the droo and th fir t thi I a th r in t 

di tb 0 0 1i ht fro the indo 

nit , Ii t, und d by ing r h or. Th 

0 on th floor, of' th m cover d. 

her tight c10 till t t h d to be itin t n ly 

for so thing. To my urpri the ging r a ake 

, there,' he hi pered in thro ty voi And he cough 1i htly. 

t . y n 's N 1 son. , 

I nough to b f c tiou • t Th on ho 1 st hi eye t 

TrafeJ.g l' 

one there • And he pal 

you ngli h?' 

'Y , • 

t ne of the to ° 0 ee ? ' 
, o. t 

t you doin here, then? You've got to ant to scorch so body to 

d th to g t into.1!!... ort f arty.' 

didn 't rally tak in. I • ngli hman', rounded off lilt 

a portr . t; cot'; ti ve and dmirabl, but wi. thout urpri a , as few as ny pietur 

hanging there for hundr ds of years can have ••• 

'I b te these p ople,' he said. '0 I hate the 

t you doin here, then?' I aSked with the mi1ing 0& ualness he 

xp eted from • 
H thought this over question in itself, not a n xpres ion of 

curiosity. H h d thi fIe h round hi ey 5, th t 8 e ad t h ~ co fro 

d f naiv ttitudes, whioh th mselve d co from intimidation. y thou hts 

out him for d in h d as el arly te nt of logic, in the first cool 

minut s of th :y. I f' 1 t lonely and mi sar Ie a I hadn't don II night. I 

nly that th r~ a C rid e out ide--- treet and Is d or 

H fell sl And hi f ce translated into th t damocr oy of innoe nee 

d by the oth r . 

I thought 0 the tone kitchan floor at this hour, before Luigi brought in 

th milk, layin it on the scrubbed ood n tbl; and the ight inv ding th hous 

lik du t, a ins pa t nearly a metre of all. I walked back down the corrl.dor, 
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str _ . 0 0 01 00 • e hadn't thou ht to r n t t, t any 

ra, knott d yt 01 11y, 

0 And I hurn ldt n ain. gon , tmy 

'Co 
you njoyed it,' 

corridor. 

Grig 

and I 

voie --­

I 

'e 
• It i 't 
Sh 

uc 

on th t all f 

Ito 

by t --_ .. - th 

, ingl bl t. hook h d in i1 no 

p ty. t 

s it col out the 

ud nly, 'Didn't you t to J ff in to tonight?' 

ty t eight-tift e Soun like fun. t 

very uietly, °th ver 0 ight to ch of in hi 

, f 

to 

ty. • 

it h r doing. 

d 

, I'll b on fri nd .' 

ront <100 or Th i ht ot tb 

I didn't dr her ttention to it, 

I nt down t ir 10 1y, h n 1 rs·n d or nt 

1e of p rt nt-hou e in Italy, wit 

sanity eo d to p vail .... 

1 

mornin so dif£ r nt fro 

I -doors and th 

tairc 

t I ex ct 

d, 

oak t , ju t 100 ing t th Sky. 

nly th 1 t fin whi t tra.ce of cloud 

her 

y offici 1 c t 

nd h d do its 

u • 0 on w 
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tobin 

y t fit 

and 100 

f 1 

iml 

Y d he 

, 

ctrie 

ant to 

thou ht t 

ith an odd 

ne by 

h d. 

r onality I 

dark and r th r Y' 110w on the 

359. 

I t 

/ 
ly for th car to be op n. 

floting th fir t at ry 

high hisp of cloud al 0 

Y through fro tb in. One or 

h avy truCk 01 ttered ong th rod 

t fir tit a like se ne tor ,th 

ut . thout y partioipation now, and it 

kne 0 the nt that my body w still d---to 

it I h d left anoth r bod behind d t· n one didn't 

o ch of the chill air, the un that bore into v ry-

di nd, the n ilene I found .wh n I reach d th riv r r 11k 

night I h d h d, ut not in langua e or ev n con oiou n • 

on th ri er nd 1 tone thr ana throbbed with a h ppy 

oi s ly, gle . ng in the un, th ir wing-

nd b n th e 11 I t do on b neh 

t King's chap 1, va t an , 

b yond thi 

in n 

o fixed again t the epac 

yond ti as ell. I didn t t 

after 

I f It ell. Th fight th uce an on :y h ad had v n 

d cle ly, Y wif bringing in th 

ing. Thi U no and th bl ing 

a. tiny di tanc ay. I could 

I kne th y hr· rt 

hr. All of n in th clan ty of the morning I reJIlE:uncle 

J.n y Ie ing, hioh y wife and I h d t d ov r ni ht aft r 

night. ~ t thi s h d not once 0 ccurr d to me in the last fe day: n ly, th t 

o 

u 

unl 

to t 

living on th littl bett r than dog' ---I no gh 

o ntly d, b t there we. nothing to trip to apl 

po p d up th b in al, d thi w unlik 1y. 

100 ric f r n: that ouldn't p . d or th ur • 

n y to 

nth, 

I refu d 

I d 
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good contac in 1~'r-mQ,1"'I o i Holland nd I f'u d t do my wine , 

ev n with boil d of n t 

. n th :t in y 

fir t flo r, h i1 to 

r ali' I di 

eli y', 1 t the 

other 

str to 

~""'1"'~IO , it ' 

of 

t 

11 kno ---the 

I olos to t ctor d tor 

eoholio after th y'd bou ht it. or 10 

cont nt. 8. I had rent d r 

and e 1 fro ot orty h ot under my 

control, 

• an' 

hich still not logging livelihood. It 

y dg ry like api C .P • It n d 

It of the handful 

r I J bl ckrot and mould lera kept y, 

though my har int e it elf, pr 8 lng and storing th 

ay and not the loc aye ith the ather going 0 g th ork 8 doo d. 

The tax s 

little 

ina to 

could have co t · ythin 

rod, 

an ndle s 

air to broken t rra 

to 1 y ide c rt in nUInDe~r 

, broke y main hop 

---wa h d: 

t 

couldn ' t tor but 

f -rei ner as :r 1y bound to aye Y t 1 that h d left 

London. I k that hat er down the , ev n i 

with too 

a quality 

quality ne 

our, in 

t 

nIt to 

to 11 my ix 

hect nd clo e do barns, 

c uld s till e t. The house as 0 

ula. ti 1 fee 

d r nt, ut it s nominal. 

Outsi our door th r in ch, 

the sp ce to 

Th light tl hing ro the ri v r ha.t 

me of r aft moons long go hen I'd 10 k 

olothe s with tro 1 d, numb d · ,f e ing in my clot 

the 

n 

ze, we had 

n th la 8 re 

en 

th Jr th S J the 1 :wn ri ing from the at r as id ntio ,th Bridg of Sighs 
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h d 1 oke th 

to 

I 

riA TN=untllA 

, if it enolo 

th ,pu hing t 

rl on th b 

into one dr 

, in ndl 

-tied if nyon 

,t ing. 

fro the und rgr du t 

d by the 

t ut out. 

"CIooIIo.I\o.QU. out ot that dr 

, 

la 

childhood 

or th river 

I coul 

db 

p 

Ion o. lon 0 to no 

from 

nt of 

so 10 t in tb past th t it had b 0 There 

nough conn otion. oonn atin Ii • ce it If asn't 

unt b , nor d 1 1y 

or ould 

d in 

ct 

r duat 

ything, 

topp d. 

I 

ron 

notb 

It d co • to t thi J V n th 

d th ched ridge of 81 

i t ti n. P 01 Y th fr h un 

d. It 

Th y h d 

or d 

d---ythin t t ght provok or forbid n longin 

he child' t P hurr! d forw d to t th n xt 

was n t th r • to 100 up to, d th ston to 

, and th dr am tht could be ok d by the river, r 8i 1y 

or two 
8 . dle 

ho 

indow op n, head looked out briefly. A cout with 

oro s the coll fo court. ' cout t , ani 

the no, s b for, th th same 

int ct but b it had b n brok n. 

only t ~ b t organi s tion d 

fo 

d student arriv d. They 0 to ,fro th 

, 

colleg 

t. 

db urvivor • 

rg dram 

d d ood in ng herd, 

o th thing d gon on, to t r 't 

t h scout. 
~ 

p : " th 
o n ro 

the ruin , 

in 

It owly and consciou ly volv d f rm in the 

no furth f Th r r buildin , 

fo being n no • re tr din bo t in 

~.~ng ti the siv diaeval w 11 taod ther 

Th a:rety-curt· n b t en thought and the aint d 

out ide h f 1 n and the lever to recover it as gone . It --! P inted se nee 
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Th colleges h d 

the old d 1 

d 

It Just 

ut 

n, or it could 

ti s 

t you 

qu dr 

tone) : 

?---you ha 

1e build i ntic 11 on 

t 

5i 

uldb 

y 

un. You t 

1· thi 

ch p nd thi 

th 

brl ht 

cony nti 

in 

he dy 

y 

ring. An 

i tary -rport n 

thirty y 

, 
't 

n t 

o 

i 

w 

all round 

in 

fo 

ut 

uth nti 

n 

d: y 

ods, b lon to hat 

te ti Y for it: t 

it no mor ho to it If, 
urely it didn t t oount tall. t 

en no 1 r count d; it no 1 Iii 

d 

hubbub 0 ti ni rii 

0 thing 

of :full auth ntioity. 

h 

t ought that r 

, t und 



• th • I' co 

t 

yo 

e; 

c on nt 

I 

• 

l.tuation. 

• 

and "th just th 

• d "11io , or 

, sine 

r , C t It y---
~th that f ei u 1 d in hi tory, tilling 

f r 

th nviabl blind ~tion in th pt. 

dr as 1 b5 than thirty-perc nt 

didn't no the che . c 

thi ction; 

eopl , to 

d inv nt 

s th 

ri 

histJ.c tion' ---

, 

thr 

I ."I-""~. II' you 

th • 

rovid d y th 

nd 0 

d it, oth rw1 

and coyly shown lnt ~ 

thou and mile 

ch 

1 e r al lif , d nly 

1 tog th r, tIt, oh n hi 

- > 
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ok t thi oarin chapel, firm and precis in the y, touching space 

it elf, pointing to pa t and future: or rather , it hould point to pa t and futur , 

a 8y fro the ~~~ and no , but it didn't. It u t. That d giv n it it 

ci uality.--it had rai ad th he solv, p 11 d ho 

:8elon d to veryon, be 0 u e to no one h re- -no. That 8 w t the p 

Iu sky b hind augg at d, and the unshin th t dr noh d its tone. But no it 

80 d to d ---what futur ? e couldn t t b eour bout future • It wa n' t 

our. So th re could be no past, i ther It aal d u off into ourselv 

aled u evn from th anin of tangibl obj eta, this lawn, the n tural river, 

the whit ni g buttre A e mil 8 aw y there th t rodro , 

people id, he •.• it a an old tory no ••• the p rsonne aled 0 f 

the gro undst aft , forbidden 11 cont ot with th local nativ ,rep ao d by n,. n 

every toe ks from foreign land... ,i th what or rs? a.t trigger un.ght 

hay to be pulled? Doi t? at lling thing might h v to b done, d 

by ho e p r· ion, in ho nt if it didn't co fro 

u , if it got no s etion from u ? erhap the rodromexi t d no longer. 

Th 'd pull d it do p rhap , a . ob olet. But that didn't matt r. Nor did 

it r ly matter tha it h d ex! te I or f r t pur10 it d X1 t d. 

import t thing as tha.t e didn't kno. People ouldn't t II us---th f that 

kn • o t didn't kno. And in our not knowing wb t could befall us at the 

whi ot eopl u nown to us, for inter ats un la.ined to us, lay our r al 

impot n ,that stretch d aero ~l our live and rend red everyon &0 demie, 

r dundant. It a thi th t tore up our hi tory in on va t. It t 

had no futur , bec u e h d no power to for it. And if the rodro h d b n 

torn down, it meant no change--only that t chani s of plane th cret 

order was Qon ider d primitive now, d that the matter eould be 

adequ t ly looked after by th pr of button 

away: our ignoranc gre t r, s th mechani m 

eli ta.nt d tr ct. 

A . de r---b 100 d lik ravel pa h in ront 

o and s id ringing 'Good I'IUng! • I r d polit lye P rbap h 

mi too for ani t a don, ort r, cout. I :me fel inolu 



• At one cle thoughts r b bin ,I 5 10 

Ju t rin ng ood- rni c ul 

no th fr ng' P 

out th p Y of th night---u h ring the peopl 

hurried 

add to t 

P rh • 

th 

d 

I 

huroh ell 

all sounds r infor ad th 

a t d futur b i 

utf got up, 

th bridg gain. I hungry. 

bu tlin wi th bio 01 s and 

of 

the sunlight that ro ro a y 11k: 

o d t or y int rru tio • 

at 

· n in t h busin 8 of lite. 

ndo 8 had 0 en d. There 

noi clrivi 

, to 

for nt, 

p ily an willingly, and 

ock t ,and trolled ov r 

T King' 

eo 1 hurrying aero s in 

too intimate to take o count 

I 000 ne of the old hot 18, b ing nd took eat 

her I could till e th un tr · ng in opl 

rni, I d 11 ttl out how you 

• expect d to th a. if it diff r nc it 

• 

, d ho nice it uld b if ry d y n, thro · ng alth-
~ 

i.. alth to th wind, I or r d an normou t ,),. with a first cours of 

porridg , op to Crb ru • 

th t bIoi touted for. 

of Grigg-ne ntt. 

v ry c 1 d to y reli 

hurry round to ui and S 0 

l: porridge rb---not 

go , my body b g 

I nt 

I w t 

I r d 

her. 

ven th 

to the fo~ r d got a morning p per---

d to b ur that the w no fr hit m 

ry life-i nothing-but-tun p ra r ph in 

tou bed on. ltd to 

only to t t hi moment. 

d type. Tn t of t · ne a 

ought to 0 to a barb r. Th re 

dro y eli nt t th otb r tabl fa tr ~ 11 r , th par nt of an 

t y al ys h d one in the Before, 

if r ality 

good r to produo 

tb fin t n 

I tho 

ou n 

ain, he th soil W 8 t 0 

tony, hard 11 for th:, uch 

vineyard you caul depend on an inferior win. An I 

mi • The oil dry nou h, tur 1y, but it had 

produce f t, jUl.cy gra e only 00 for eating, herea. I 

cornfield nxt to a 

rnfi Id b next to 

tar th 8 il, hard 
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from childhood to old a • d 

i :vol 

uch 

co nly 

th 

out th 

v i1 ov r the r 1 

i :volv d in thi • 

1y w 

b n 

ouldn t t--- say 

d it, 

night I 

d 

In f ot, 

not v n 

d b d. 

I had b 

Th 

could b re pr oi out thi too: t y 

1s behind of r infore 

I tol 

that Grigg t 

t b dr_., .... ....,.. 

d out and 

fiction 

e he ould b topp d. And now I 

o I couldn tty. Nor could I 

it a. n it. y 

I 1'a invol 

n nothing, y t I ddo t 
to r ha 

thing 

tion d. 

d 

I had b n 

of bra. 

8 or t , 

terribl 0 

t d by th 1- t 

of 

tho 

d t Y i , under 

during th ni ht, ho 

o c ntrolle 

jor button or 

ff ct , in 

th t ould 

fruit ul of ugge tion d 1 

hot in th thrilling uncon rn, dr 

a v 11 fro he orld tai • And 0 to 

or oy. d I f 1t 

WS1)aD~erS 

of 

f 

chine of tot 

hi ould 

bo e all 

d, 

trong hining bo · m 

om r, 

1y co 

ti 

t 
n tion in 

, v n t 

d touc 

on which 

th v y 

ch other' 8 hot skins it only ned to reve f Gr oy 

to rytbing r It You kn, t r, m.ght like t t, th t Y had co 

of the rId, that you irr 00 ly at it c 
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• fu t ? ' I 

dn' d oeo t, y ·t's th bank u • B 

• 
hundred i that, for e? ' 

I told you bout. ' 

t1 ontr o l' 

I leoherous amil and d, "Illy, t 

to t ? ' 

• 
'e dl - Willi t lk out it, thou ht you 

0---' did t.' 

orth it, 

ith ot . r 

Inty of fool ing big money.' 

aund fa 1 b tt r dId, 

you. t 

I '11 ne 

no 'It' ly, th n?' 

ut ~ t. ' blink n and look d t hi 

d , wher tho t ot it 
, t n?t 

e di eu d.' 

bout it d t r other 11 n 

II kin .' 

ok r . t oin to his t. 

t ou?' -
nodde • 

'I' lf' p for toni bt,' h nt on. 'Gr t thing • . ';r( to b 

f'ul . t 

ok t to b in b d,' d, tting up. 

• o. Ju it t ·Ilk Y ho ght • 

t , n th typin next or dh 

oftly, , ni qu bo k.' 

Sh cl d it to oth r offi I notie d it had be n lying 0 h 

for it. d f 0 c bon d 

nc of intn i work. Sh lao d p , · th uf y l.n drhr 
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carp t? A h r at 1 ast VI t he h d signed. But I nt back upstair • 

Sitting on the bed gain I notic d that it a rumpl d. There was 8 whiti h 

373 • 

patch on th inn r blanket. P t and Palermo? 11... I yawned. And without 

bing con cious of it I 1 Y baCk, and lept for over an hour. 1hen I ok I 

found ~ 1f with my fa t still over the 81 ot the bed, in a itting position. 

Not sound of typing. I str tch d nd y wned, looked at my atoh. Just p t 

t o. I peep d down th 11 of the at Or ° 0 on there. I must go to the 

bank, hich vast this end of th City, th n buy 0 curtain. This asntt 

re 1y a re olv. It as jut that it as the nly thought motely like 

resolv that had co into my head, and I follow d it becau I didn t t kno wh re 

I s going, wh t role as. 

I walked all the y in the rather biting air, and th first thing I did at 

the bank s to tel graph fifty pound to ~ wife. And sitting at on of the 

I wrote her note, saying not to rry (the one exp 8 ion to make her orry) • 

As for the curt ns, I had no i where to tart. · r t I had to tind the 

t ri ,th n 0 one to asur up the ndo ot course I could g t fir 

to do t hole thing, send a man round. ut without wite hat was the nae? 

Curtains er uch oman' a thing. And then the firm ould prob bly tb Y 

n <led six ek. So I left it. But I did nd curtains. I felt the ne d 

than I had done before. I realis d it we. b 0 us I didn t t like being toh d. 

I didn't 1ik the ide of two great windo sending a. shaft of light down on to th 

treet. still, I did nothing. I strolled back to the office, topping at bar 

for cup of t d so thing ambiguou called a b con roll, which I ate 

r ~enou8ly ithout topping, standing up. 

Pale as aiting for wh n I got there, in another suit with 

hite hirt, the cuffs w 11 down over his wri t with ther-of-pearl links. 

'H ~ you been iting long?' h a ad ab ntly, looking at so h t 

P t had ju t typ d. 

'No. I' e just 00 

fro , upst ir l' 

'No,' I said, 'from the b • 

t Dh. t He laid the sheets down ain and de familiar mile t ,going 

to his overcoat by the door. 'You must have t, ordering a carpet like that 

for your floor. I sprinkld a fe dro 5 .of hi y on it by way of bl ing. ' 

'Thank • t 
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'I left my bottle up th r , by the y, I'll et it b ok toni ht.' 

I stood t re, d h too s d to b ai tin • 

' Well,' h aid impatiently,' nt t you 00 ng? 've got coni' reno • 

'Cont nc? Oh, I didn't r 

100 edt me with pur ad Ii d nt 

behind. ther good, I thought, that I'd co 

I It in pi d nfideno in Chandl r- i ' Ii , f he 

t did?' 

'The .gio carp t. n I told hi • 

hi with idiotic xpr ion. t i '1 t 

1 thier of the two.' 

I had thirty pounds in my po ok t, in in 1 not 

I kept in olunt ly f ling it at bat. H 

o wh r in th City, in f at only block f 0 

' lib t ort of conferenc i thi? tId hi • 

nt. 

d 

, hioh f lt a. huge bul • 

ddre s to th driv r, 

y. 

'About photo ha,' ai , 100 in out of the windo , his y 8 lood h t, 

Y 110· , aull n. 'Chri t, that 0 fS taking it out of • And it' the 

tin t t· f my lif. y~u . e, Glen, I hsaid, Btill i thout 100 ing t , 

' I 'v al y ant d it lik that. And I oan't to. I couldn't top for any 

on arth. e're at it 'i..ll. night, wh ev r th old t 8 t d up_ By th 

ay, h kno , doesn't b ?t And he turn d hi tire . y 

'Not th tIc ea.' 

, ~ 11, h fd b tt r find out. 

into it up to hi teeth. I want to do him a good turn, 

now be' 11 b ting out ot m.y hand. And want to kill 

You'll • I'm orking on 0 thing big. tAp u • 

on 

I t 

t th 

' Sh 

going to g t him 

In day fro 

ti • 
a;y tb candal t 8 

going to kill hi, ell, I don' t reckon it will. 

You'll 

tt hopeful on h r part. 

'But don't talk,' ad d. , I' hanging n by e. lit belt, 0 ar you tor 

you know. You do your 0 swimming, cock, and I'll do mine.' 

tHow do you l ' 

But h didn't ans r, hi he d duck d to ards the windo ai. 

, Shouldn't I kno t this conte no is about' t I got out of 

the t i and I paid th t r • 

toad for moment in the biting air. 
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'Ju t don't t 1 • d 

t 1, u 1y 

own 0 fic • 

and yo '11 b 

o tles , oh ur aho in our 

o door, one 01i01 or r. Tn n 

nt in I aid to qui tly, 'B t l' 

And · thout ving hi fa or looking in air tr ht to 

the r c ptionist t windo, d un r hi br 

Tb r c ptioni t j e up fro h r 

bri htly,' t with • Klydonhall.· 

gni you,' 

no1 un r hi brth and look d down t hi 

d 

uit, str ightened hi ouff. And th girl, ho ch tinier than 

he d: the ree ption-offic Sh click d 

along on h r bigh hoes d suddenly P 1 d h r fro b hind, u bing 

hi hip fro i to ide. At that door t th nd of th orridor 

hug , be ,d-f c d f 110w holding out hi 8 hand 

ole, 'Rullo, old ,till up to your dirty trl ? 

He 

hi into 

hand and utting hi round his houl rue d 

·thout ming to • 01 ly trying to 

~ . e hims If out of hi od of fr _gllitY,into oth r If. 

'Oh,' d, turning and forcin th hu t It P I 'It rought 

my toog. Gl n, t rl. i onard H oourt 1 y, th bi 

nohuroh Str t.' 
t in 

o d off" r d , only quick od from flu f , 
ov r his oul r, ,i h l' 

'God, I hould hop not!' 

'Oh, th t t all right,' th man d· th other b 

like peopl looking ov r y houlder.' 

Th 1 ught r from th oth r 8i of th 

but thi ti t t of jovial young 

auld b young f r the b tter part of hi 

his s ·1, hich nt p kle into his 

h n h composed hi f c i to you f t it 

look t ,'don't 

of 

di d 

bing h 1 b y 
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rein and uld burt into light g·n t th slightt rel He bad curly 

hair, hi oh ad d to hi youth£u.lne of ina termi t H had an ordinary 

bu!nes ui t on, which sugg ted h d just lipped over from anoth r offic • 

I nod d to hi , poli t arkl.e, b for taking Pale 's hand 

in fo introduction. I w n't introduc d. That w s ntly my rol • 

I only h d the ydonhall' , P rmo look gr oiou d, 

very ne a all of h • I t not given 

chair. with rof ional 1 ughtar, t st of 

the ti , oing to a th n for ying out on to the earp t gain, 

rubb his han to ther ng hi h ad in an odd w y with littl 

h his te th. had to . ndicat a chair for 

straigbt-b d on a.r th sdg ot.. th room, hile he and donhall sat on 

armch rs. 

'The point out Pal " the Ithing 

va hi ing, '1 hets 

'Right, inded.,' aid with mi 

te th II d BV r heard h1 call d John b fore, 

look it r 

• d wi h a gr at di yin 

Right, John ' 

th t ho th gold of hi ide-

by hi f1 ttered 

And 1i ng, oyi h look, ying nothin J onl 

nodding encour t 

, fhat I , John, t thing Sal y ent 0, alking u and down, his 

handsb hind hi b ok, 'is the co ani bi 1 h;v all got h dening 

of the arteri 8, on y or notber. Burden by offici tax-fo ___ I 

A le. h--- , 0 d that ort of thing. fuat we want i man workiD8 alone, nd 

natur 1y I thought f you. ' 

, You ,Junior,' he · d" turning to Klydonh 1 gain, ' it doe 8 depend on 

people in the nd" you i 1y c 't handl this kind of thing through firm t 

a.sk you for a hun d thousand doll on the nail and then try dint re t you 

in a lot of bl t d TV pre ntation.· ore writhing and hi ing. 11, 

John,' he went on, 'Percy and I have studied the good you nt over---oh, by the 

y, i thi --1 t And he de g tur towarda , blankly, not inoluding 

in it per onally. 

' That 's right,' id, so not giving me so chs ee • 

. 1, I ght y.' 1 yaid with a rich grin, 'you do pick' p! ' 
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And th t, it sed, a the nd of' 

• ~o, yo kno, John,' Sly al.d, flin i hi If . th mighty 

crack into hi chair b hin the desk, then as quickly ri inggain a if it d 

bitten hi , t sir int r at ort ot thing th first of sari 

I , you lla I do, ant to g t into th publi hiug lin, d 

it Y as llb thing arti tic o kick off . the mustn't 108 

John. ' 

'You'r telling 

!DOn y. ow if you 11k to t hi thi on your houlders, 

OK. ut it h to b fa ter than ything you' v don befor.· 

'A k to fir t proofs.' 

I All ri ht, Percy? I th wri thin man Ita t 

I Y • • His voic w clear and boyi h like hi 

t nuou t all; no youthful iguity t 

oth ·r. 
f ce: iii at, nothing 

o nt h pok. 

• And, of cour , Jo , ke p our 

safely, d g t the imprint known, u ' ll 

out of it. But if you 0 n launch us 

t. I can pro 8 you t t.' 

'You'd b tt r,' P ermo · d ith touch of v n t'ul ft,,4-.... WI.LI;;J gD, h ring 

chiev d hi 0 ion • 

I Shouldn't th re be 0 thing wri tt n? f Klydonhall ad in hi 1 1---

at t arfully 1 

t I don't think 0, t Isey rapli d 11 ttl dangerou 1y. ~~ .Un and I h iVa 

tru t d e ·oh other tor ye , h, John? And if tart playing the eu wi th 

each oth r no ,th ole boat' going to ro ,for both of u ---b cau w happen 

to be in the s ! ' And he brok into an e ay, wri thin 1 . ugh that u hered 

away 1 the dang r ther had b . n. 

t All right,' Klyc10nhall aid with hi youthful le and nod, glancing 

po1it 1y at if to inelud e in th 01 v rn ot 1 t 1, t that' all right.' 

' Now to the other thing, John. t Sly d, tit depend on CharI • l'v 

only t hi one. ltv givn Percy her the outlin • definitely 

inta stad.· 

Klydonhall bowed no r spon e to thi J only g d in front of him: it se med 

to be ver eriou matter inde d. 

Palermo aid, 'Good. It's outside fi ld, lly. I s ppro ch d, 

that's all. Thought it might be ide to bring you tog th r.· 
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378. 

gr d to t t,' S Is Y aid. , atur 1y, he kno Ch les's 

I t 001 to th r. e nv r t--- , 
r School. or ok shot on the r ,I r. 

d nothing ppe . d to ai t: Klydonh l--looldng v ry bit 

hi. nick tJ 

ov r, 

jumpe 

you 0 

ot erwi 

Y' ur prof 

, 

t' 

' Oh, t 

to 
It 

nt 

trying to co 
t t?t 

d. Suddenly it 01 no 

it r. ugh h d b n d, and Paler 

to do the • 

1 hook hands ain,' I just thought 

ti d up thi afternoon, 

th f t bit rea I do 't think 

v ry good de from th ov r.' 

aid, t '11 g t b 

uioi 

id th J 'on e you g t worki He turned 

'e rio,' h aid, 'I only know you in th nu , 

0108 d. 

Y th t?' I d as d by the r 0 ptioni at gain. 

ll~ you'v 

at the tall block for 

t the r on for urisl 

'K1ydo.LoU~_' non oth r,' h "d. ' By God, l'v got to the top now, boy_ 

I' en lub, l'v tched him h e1 uri 1 round th c floor at 

u I didn't k I'd lyb own to him. I reckon I work d 

t t ll. ' 

'I' 
, you 

runnin b t en 1 

An 

d fi r 

th r, hi vering, wi th col d xci te nt. 

e ue v ry i I turn over in b d 

1 ric d that, I kn he ould, I've 

01 aunt for y , tryi toque a really good 

ot it no , by God. That Klydonhall spend hi t 

d Thra dle St t, of the jobb rs call hi 

ith r i of th tl tic h n't ot finger in. 

onder l tv d that Atlantic 
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e.lliano. By d---!' H rubb d his hand together again nd 

fix d s 1 . t If anybod' told thi 

p culiar 

o I'd 

h v 1 in hi fa Co in" Gl n, 

at Y' by ,boy, you'r , you ne nev r look b n y, and 

not only t t, ther I 8 nobody i n the orld ouldn' t 1 no. I'll 

have. 

rybo4Y e n th vy---it'll 

In th taxi e told ,'Don t t think you 

You'r orth 1 th t thr hundr d qui • 

orrodi th ir gut • t 

n't 1 y your part. You 

I'll 11 you th k y-name 

to 1 thi, d it 's Charles Dorn l1in .' 

0' h l' 

he, " P °d, g zin out of th 

'you fl t all ni ht. t 

t?' 
He i ti nt look. • In C ri ,you c 

' Oh! t 

ndo f n ntly, 

t , 
• 

t ow h IS got t- raj ct, ~ at p t-proj ct---i th on th 

e h who h n't? The art i to bri th In tog 'th r. And I did it by ccident. 

I r U 01 S 1 ey d talked bou both the projeots in h 8 bre th • 

Of cour it up Junior' t, h 's got 

got 0 

t of hi finger in oil 

d he ch out. I an, of y, but h '11 do 

anything to dd the tini st littl drop r. 

at rOjects?' 

rt ot obby.' 

11, you k P your uth up d your ~ 0 n, d you'll learn 

o thing. 

might 

d Ch 

long ti 

Itt S dang rou b 1ng allv , Gl n. By God, l'v 

but I 

if liv d it. ell, 

tch out ho h talk to 

I did, by God, I didl i 

no I ' m 

• It ' 

till l.ng 0 t ide if tb buildings offer 

ind. 

'You kno , Glen,' h s d q 

sh isn't thinking, d this t nr 

d that. 

t the p 

t n 

ally ....!!. think! ,whioh i trua--- , but not with her brain • 

thinkin 1 ,b tw n h r 1 Lou ju t p d hi 

p nny.·C h s d. And I ppen d to kno th t Charl 

proj ct h td give hi right hand to e loit. And I knew it was only tt r 

I 

, 
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of' ti . 

tho 

oing t do.' 

' No?' 

n d, 

'I' h i ~eff rig 

no , i b d with th 

got 

de troYi d 

o 1'1 -boy •. 

t 

• 
n for 

A 

f 

• 
. 00 in 

I 

'Tomol1 

y , world. 

t uti'''! /' 

that. You'r not tryin to 

rims un 

inful. I 

ev n, art 0 hi 

y I didn' 

" h 
'No. t 

d ' J 

th tit1 

'H t 

houldn't he b ?' 

t 0 I but 

He tudi wi th JP.n of 1 oni 

ch 0 

l' lord. 

bec 

100 d t 

mu nt. 

380 . 

and y. 11, t 

1. I'v ot tb 

thi ? It 

K 

d. 

hour from 

yS1 yhd 

rmo' ide 1k hi 

d. 

ght cal you b SSe 

cook 

o rn I G1 n~ d I'd 

11 , 

d 11 , darti 

he st d t the 

ternoon. 

o hi seElmen t b 

he 

J and in 

ubj ot 
tr 

t. 

kno t 

ric • 

• 'Any obj ction l' 

'You'd bett r n t 'hour 

dark thought out our P roy, you now. Best not to gn w the hand that feed you. 
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· t-ly, t I f v got 
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roo 
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ture. 
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'Do Y n P t? t I sk d him h n 'd tint d our drink • ' She coul 

help buy 0 curtain. • 

'Out of ase ney?' 

, n. • 
'Oh, I don't mind th t. 

from the olub tonight J t t' 

OK, GIn; 

all. d you b 

thi popp t 

by v n 

he k ep a ay 

th 1 

your f ties 

l' 

'I t ld you, t the club. A a.t ni t i 

Glen--- t I topp d. t Fro no n 

love for Prof or Grigg, g t it? If you knQ 

And 11 t , 

of 

out hi , k 

dar.. In f ct, ke p your uth ut to tb r. I nly 

ear tom t.' 

t you to u your 

d h stood it1 tor J 

a ohild 

P t look tired d p a, 

tr IS ly swoll n b yond 1 fir t inn c nt roortion J 

th of -up ound h r n J ho· ng t d pallor f h 

a.otual • 
'D ·ns?' Pp~ . ad her _ h n unu 

, 
'I think J 

'A 1 ho 

t door, he b in her h 

nit do it in un r six 'I1II'1!I04!lolre, by hich ti I 11 

hi out of hi job, so 0 to 

a jok • 

n .. I 

'ltd t ,I -d, 'if you d1 

I steered h r in the oppo its otto fro P 

nervou fling th t I could :find rt' ct table for th 

gorgeous curtain 00. I r, lv d to 0 to t t shop 

find out I No that I tri d to r r 

n nk at 

out.' 

• 

to 

with p tt, d th of t 

inori g in it I no 0 

this 

allow d the • 

e ckd 

e it 

d 

bill-­

d 

ere was 

d be i 

hour toni 

rJhat w I being brlb d to do? ust that too take 

its pI ce in tb ob st of cr t b ing hoarded on m:I b half? And hen auld it 

be nched op n': what waul I find? I h d the delirious impr ssion as I walked 

along with Pat I s arm in mine that the e seer ts formed ona attern, whioh would 
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b to 1 indio 

in thi , 

proc 8. , 
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for t 

Two 

t r t 
un ucc £ul. 

it. J t 

ns. 

e could do it 0 

r at 

. dn't fit. 

And j . 

at b ,I d 

nt of in t end. There b an e1 nt ot night e 

t didn't b long to ana· and predict ble life as I h d 

y, 

, 
in t 

turn out to b 

d t no I could h t th 

no h 1 

s in t t 

d t 

I t 

Tube t 

, ty of the world round 

that thing 

, think of maldng p c n1 ce, I S d. 

or two bi to ,an 

y would end 

IDSllage d to g t prom 

round the next aft moon. 

of t 

It 

eek 

ul 

t It d thought. 

" P t told • 

nt t t to my wi.f !---hot panic pt through 

n 

, 

thwr two ks? 

to fix 

rybody told u 

door do tair, but wr 

carp nt r-and,-joiner w uld do 

of door. If a. plane 

d I t y ung couple--s 

, v in the tor : it made rq ski ting1 n 

ity, body trying to fly out of it t10n it 

d oha rio to oh other, aft r t ng c;p of coff 

re' this club of P rmo' 81' 

' Oh, don t t you kno 
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And tho h I did my b at not to cone ntr t on th dir tion h g v 

they ere a 01 ar p in my mind, and ould r n cl ar until th tall 

doors of the club--sh de crt ad the too-.. -clo d behind • 

,a,. 

I got into the club reluctan to go d d. It w S 0 

pI • I introduced qui ckly to group round Pale ,all 

n 10 tt d d P in chair. oQy c 1 d 

J cIt ho unlik everybody 188 in th roo w dr d in sport j cket with 

a c sua! shirt, h p, bright and tt ntiv , switchins his he,ad uickly fro 

on sid ,hi Y 01 and al st devoid 

of xpr sion, if they er "ting for 0 bo~ 1 to fill them th 

fa ling, out of info tion giv n; h nodded to pl tly, leaning fonY d 

with hi elbo s on hi kn I nd I i di tely had air to go v r d sit 

by him and Just t J unlo d ev rything on my mind. ut I W •. ·,put by P rmo, 
and next to a man ho e I think introduc d hi 

i ply 808 • Pe , and he did t of the t in, not looking t anyan in 

particul , hi pe oh lacking point d dir otlon. 

tOld jobb r Carter-Stain ,. P w aying, • grumbling the other day, no 

bloody cri es, hay to engin r one, h d. It only the 'd be c ught in 

toilet olioi , oould ork ' day-crisis and h:v the bloo~ prie 8 down, 

but all th x perv rt in the c _ in t are in hiding.' The oth r amil d, 

sniff d, look d in tb di etion of the bar, turn d to e eh oth r d led 

thing. 

It w s a club for 0 n as 11, like 0 t of it kind in Soho---little r 

than bar and dining room tt ch d. But thi tm8 8 co ortabl ---fitted 

oarpet, oft wall-lights, pI . hy chair, nd staire s le ding from th 

ent~ nc. A oommi sionaire s tanding outside, but not a beefy one: the 

uniform and. statur ere d the nod he gave you stabll h d inti 01 t 

one. It was club for deal. Some peo Ie dy eatin in the dining 

room, a the light cl tter ot di h. The people sitting on tools 
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up at th bar w r w 11 ~ d, qui t, ki tog th r, ob bly on th ir y 

to the the tr , or on th ir y fro ork. 

P nd aid dar hi br th, ' igge t crook in 

London her • you ould be in your An h nlt d t • ' S e th 

on by hims It, corner of the bar, th t' d Li 1 Swiburn' s moving brain, 

arly kill d Jean for putting hi bo 'in ide like th t, ould h ~e killed b r 

but her husband appealed for 01 mancy.· Th n, dr s ed in what looked like 

fin cas uit, very dark and sooth, talking to the barman, tt r-ot-

fact and with uch a thoroughly unbl mi shed xpr ion th t reali d suddenly 

what Pale ai ' the r crook d, the 

xpr 

A 

anddr 

b 11y 

nice p 

bu er 

ion. t 

put in front of , and without tho ·nd I 00 it 

oft two or thre ulp. P pI , b Id-h with 

COlIlD8Jl1ed all mp kin: h h d 

d ven wh n nobody w li t ning he w nt on. 'I coul 

tout ot t t, I h d it all v r th ming P per, sty lot ot 
, but I 'm no gel, h?', and he he z d with 1 ughter 

ev rybody c ed Tan, perha s b C uue of hi arthy 

f ce, who k pt comin to th group and t lking for f w mo nts, th n 1 

H looked at ke nly once when P erma talki to hi , and I had the feeling 

th t Pale had told him omething out • But uch a the quiet aa e of 

the pl ce th t it de no i re sion on me, and I only re mber d th ke n, silver 

ye et with t rrible evenness in a dark face afterward hen I wa walking home, 

t r P h -d turned th corner ith u on hi , s ¥ing, in des rt d 

tr st. 
Lou and Grigg d 1 t , and aid they r hungry and would lik to e t 

right ay. So all troop d next door to long t bl in the corner, th 

ott d plant round it, hiob conti d f ling of a£ ty d trust. 

at the bar ho Pal r h d called de Li l' brai h d di. ppe d. I &\f 

nod to ard hi briefly and y to P rmo under hi b th,' Zero hour tonight, 

you oan t it fro me.' 

'I'll believ it hn I aid, giving th P ting figure a 

n ow glance • t ot ith the Fr neb olie. Th y u guns. t 
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I no 

'I dar 

d d to .p fro hi y, holdiD.8 it up 0 t nt tiou lye 

Y I can run to 1 t. t 

H tudi d wit hi quit till. 

'Li t n, t he o ution t Lou, who wa talking to 

m.y owl 

do you 11 your oul? You'v sold it thre ti a, to 

n' t you at . d of oin into 1i uidation? t 

?' 

, you tv old it to me, to th dear good Lou h re, and now 

to J Ry n. you the cool t b tard under th un. 0.. t 

the &11' he hi 

'J ~ , 7' youth won with urpri n. 

tJ Ry l' imit ted d I fro hi t tioD how ridiculous 

I look , wi d g in mouth. t a. th hi 1 ugh b? 

. 11, I'll tell you one thin , storie It II dir ct 

d you c f e, not marming your w 

talc th t oy, t dded ith yes, 'h~ ' I h d bout nough £ 
you. If' it nIt for h t you did for 1 at night I'd k1 d 

no .' 

0, it 

about 

bout tb 

adlni u, the 

v rybody think you' 

t I di dn t t kno he w 

'D , , , 
hurd3- dy. 

l' 

Ilk y! List n, it take you 

there and cant ct, do snit it? You're 

n, d I reckon I I 11 die l'ing tho ord • 

out cig tte, 'is I have to 

. th t t· nnoe nt bloody xpr sion th t s 

fici nt.' 

d to co d h ~ a drink. t 

, I b ana r d, r olvin hi h d 11k 

'An ay,' I aid, 'th t three hundred a nIt your to gi , yuu 

b 

Tbi pull d hi u a bit, an he 81 c d car fully t the oth b tor hi ing 

t , ' Ke p orfic b to ffice hour!' 

t ,~ 'd bett r pet, th n,' I ·a to hi with an tt mpt t 

menacing gaze, • 

'One thing I did 1 am from J ok yan,' I w nt on, 'i that you chang 

mployees like a man changes ackee 11, you don't change _.' 
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laugh. uici t ddr 

wight. A ov all, he h d 10 t conviction: h r ody 

ha 1 t 
Lou 

put h r arm round h r shoul r ns li 1y I ju t before· they di 

doon :y. 

d through 

irl,' Gri 

, e n tIling b r lif 

i , 1 anin fo 

tory. ' 

ero • 

'Gl d you Uk r, t Pal rmo aid, withdrawing slightly, with re rved and 

fastidiou look that urpri d It d hi an i t, th fin sIr..in 

dr wn from th xt to Gri 

Gri nt, 

e ming to tak 

'I didn't 

thi 

etlon. 

t, old on,' h 

eng th t sod 

aid. 

• 'I t just 

y • 

'This 

d up °n ___ ' e de g 

'Oh, night-lit, t P rmo re li d, utting 

hi fing r J narro hi too. 

'Do girl t ovrdo ot 1 aping pill 

sIc d, his ethic 100 

th 

'So ti 

'So ti 

• 

• 

'Didn't I h 

11 , t 

Ho do you th tout, 

ot f cing hi • 

P n , you kno .' 

Peroy Klydonha.ll' 

look le s---b of h ~in b n r i ted, 

'S could only h ~ told y u t t 

a y gain, busy ~oiding th rook hi oi 

chin. 

s 

?' 

100 ad at hi 

°rl of the Y' 

tt • 'Sh 

1 v 1 

~ld. 1 

tt in 

py1' Grigg 

for nt. 

• d ne d 

l' ethio 

his s turned 

uldb k en 0 

P roy, for 1 I know.' dhe add d 'That's th ob p you're going to t, 

by th y: Lor 

'Th oil · l' 

'T t' 
Gri 

y nhall.· 

ov r, till 100 ing t P 

'Still, me girl. t Th n s h d xoit 

'Y s. t 

'Do thi lClydonh go in for young rl, on a 

, d th n 0<1 d 10 lYe 

• 

, I n?' 

, 



• 1.DoJt:eu 

• 

t I • 

• t 

t 

• 
ri 

t 

on t 

• t 

t • 

f 

• 

• 

t 

, , 

• 

, .., ........... " . 

t 

1) d 00 

in tb 

3 7. 

J 

t 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

G%:OUrJ..9I1lce. ' 

• , 

• 

• 

G • 

• 

wn1aDerec, 

o I 

i 

y 



• 

• 

• 

399. 

a 1 eil nt. ' Do you r 11 et that for ticl , 

Gl n?t 

t 

'To no paid or lib Is,' al.s said, to TJf3 a tonis nt. 

n t sti njoyi hi It, , ty public outrag g t , 
to P op e lik Gl n. t ight, Gl n? t' 1 very 

, and I s y they_ unka, ut unks ar 

• 
'0 , u1 tly. 

'Yo put tho - iele in th p r, y don't 

hat? ' 

, t I uppo e I w s 1 ughing y guts out th 

J ok tonight too? Ob, co on, g t wi to 1" ur If! t 1 a. t, if you'r 

going to r for the rul • • 
I ther d , with v rybody' 1 nt on ticis on It d 

me th t uri 1 sh took for just anoth r akunk, 

I t It no burning n e of injusti • 

by roving 

1£ I and olted food ub i . 

and th n qui tly ri ing and 0 • 
I Y If t n Lou's hand in mine d kis ing it: 'Thank you for t 

thous , 
This as 

forg tte , 

' You pay th 

too. In mo nt the word Skunk w 

ying to , u hing s v ral pound not into my h d, 

Gl n, d I'll buzz up tair and find t bl .' 

rri d t t 1810. 

I I n't this wh 

t 1 o~ to get out. 

vro. ~".I.GW,' in a 

man 

? t Grigg 

aiting with 

'a dim, c rp t d entr nc 

rythi luxuriou hush, curt · ned 

imp tuou n is s but d sir sell. Th re 

d with r t mil, stooping hi 

bile Pal rmo 

d earp ted 8 if' 

Ding, ir, 

not only 

o derins 

roomJ te.lkin 

b en st tely 

quietly, giggling, betore going up the wid stairc 8 

d no 1 ok d tir d an ov r-gil , th only ni ht to remE~mtl~er, 
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not bright r • Th r 

middl 

u , t 

night- ri nee 

n , 

nee 

r on d j ll t co 

I stood th re 

thinki 

gestur 

li. 

t I r nt in 

my 0 Ii t10n to shar their---I a 

littl . tch of 

hot b1u 0 sh 

but hot too it 

alked u th 

n ded if it d 

ntary J un en J 

s the 

t -rsJ 1 

, d y: not 

, qui 

ntio dp 

ueb 

d I on 

uch f ositi nh 

orld. 

ry is to e 

'I don't 

slightly_ IT 

you hay J Gl n,' 

inquisitive f wn. 
tt t t? t 

'Your bos ___ I 

J h? ' 

lot from your bo 5, h? I d h 

s little out of br the ' Not 0 

• o. IS 1 ri bt, I • 
' List n,' • d, ' hen did you 1 

• 

1 t ni t, x ctl 

r?' 

400 • 

n inch of 

1 stood in th 

b tIed round 

th ir 

1 

• 
dco fro 

d thu 

oor, in i id 

tro 

gain. 

on 

· th an 

to barth 

'Ju t about 

t you nt on t th r t, on th t or zy unti 

p '91' 
' No. You do 't r mb r 1 avi 

11,' h an r d gruffly, 'ther w r out fifty gue t. .All I relDE~mDler 

u 0 t in the kitch n.' 

t I didn t t touch her. • 
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• • 01 yo ., t h 

i nsch1nt curt in to t 

all 

nt 1 · 1 , 

behind n d noing , un r 1 .. th 

f l h ot hints, and b 

1 an gll t ri wh1 te hirt. 

le,d 1.1 a to 

ut h.. no 10 r I 

nt---
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wbisky gain, but thi time a whole bottl in the c ntr of the table, accompanied 

by two soda syphons. 

'Help yours 1£, Glen,' Pal ",rtno said to • He h d d cided to b polit, as 

part of our pact, no doubt. 

As I looked ide t Lou with h r robust, bare shoulder I found mys If 

hoping again that Ryan ould e it the vening edition, as by ,the ev ning you 

wer b tter guarded against surprises. nerTOU f ling in my b 11y, 

becau e of the conviotion th t this ti I w in tor it. The men on the other 

side of the table look d a formidable collection, co pri ing & whol range of 

power from the v t, writhing jor-domo Se18 y, to th intricate and viau 

and fine-finger d Palermo, hil th brute entre t between them, jovial and yout~ul, 

in the form of P rcy Klydonhall . Grigg a lik their organi r, gr1 , not i1y 

put-upon. And Charl s w s the man ho k t the ti va s qui t: he had r cogni a. 
a8 English. 

latched Charl 8. His ye ent from one taJ.k r to th other, 1 ugbing th 

Selsey--- hose main friend h see d to b ---and th n bending hi h ad to 100 pr-

occupied when 0 thing seriou as aid. I suddenly 

reme ered that one can al y dane t clubs, d uri 1 if he'd like to . 

She got up without ord, rather as if I'd given ber n order. 

A 8 turned to begin th dance I look d ero and 8 Sels y' 

eye on , and Grigg t
• Charles w still sitting e s11y in hi chair, 

list ning to thi conversation and th n the other: 0 a y that you want d to 

fore stat ment out of him; but he pick d d chose fro opl, w ited, 

listened, dis nted, greed---gav nothing hi If. t C&lvary he would simply 

h ~e noted and atched. 

t ~ start ork tomorro , th n, t uri 1 sid, hurtling round aft r with 

tir d fa t. 

what?' I sked. 

t That's right.' 

dane d on for & bit and I sked her ag n, 'B gin hat tomorrow?' 

?' 

'Didn't you s y e start tomorro ? 

'Ye I on Adam and ~:Ve. ' 

• You an, do that poster thing ag in?' 

t post r? t she said, then pursed h r lips i at! ntly. 
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'That thing did tor ppl 

She look d up t 

b ut it?' 

403. 

thi 

'Didn't th t nut t 11 you ytbi 

11, a a oont r nee thi 

a. technic , there 

fternoon, h too along, but I didn't 

follo lot about println d I f 

wine roh nt--- t 

She look d t 

much, l'v b: n 

wi th h r nth 0 en. ' Li st n, you houldn t t drink 0 

tching you tonight. If you're going to hold thi job down--' 

Sh top d. o long h ~ you be n in thi tr ? ' 

t tr ? ' 

Sh j bb d me nth ntly it only ne d on word 

trom to cony so nt to h al thy im t tion. t That' 

8 Y !' 'Youtr too damn cheeky, too much bloody side, 

~ on sn't t it, get that?' 

'Yo " didn't you?' 

'I'll gi you tr de,' he s ·d in n eing undertone. 'Go tuck yourself!' 

I triad to puzzle thi out d whil I a doing 0 sh dded, t ugh t 

your own tr de d you 1 gh t your If. Do that and you nd 1ik ,trying 

to do :y with your If.' T a.r 0 to her y: 8---a& it I had e u d th 

or r th r, I did ct tb 

'I sn't 1 ughing t ything, f I aid. 'I just didn't under tand. t 

• I n v r aho sit,' sh aid, trying to oheck h r tars. 'You fall into it. 

You c n r all right. t 

'I sntt sn ring.' 

'Any. y, this i just rof sional, I d ltd do it if I could h e you, 

b c use you do cle job, oth se I ouldn't b doing it, not aft r hat I 've 

be n through. ' 

'Do h t?' 

Ag n the n cing un rtone, d n ro ad eYi 'Oh, you clav r bu r, 

o clever, ar n't 7' 

'No, I'm just t.' 

Thi ti she b d her teeth, d il nc d me: I Shut your fa.t uth, you 

t ak of i ! t 

This 0 u d cing couple 010 to burst out 1 ughi , biob 0 u d urial . 
to i them urly. The littl inci nt was t once 10 t in th di es of 

the . nee floor. 
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, So to rro,' I d eriou y • 

'If' you k p it cle . _ .... -just in i t---you know · h t I ---he list n to 

you---' 

'Y ,'I d. 'I'll try.' 

'Did you write t p f c l' d. 

t Wh t pr f ce?' I could h :va bitt n my tongu out. 

She 100 d th otb r y, ng to decide 0 t I ith my 

poor jok Ii 

' No, I didn't,' I d d. 
'Ther br in behind it, you could e th t, 1 tho e long ords.' 

ced in 8il nee nd t th nd he 1'1 r luotant t to b to lee 

t And I' m not havi.n tranger in,' she said, en oing In. 

, f cour not. ' 

tJ u, you don't kno h t it used to be like b fore you c 

know, h • d b v a gallery of peopl , includin that a6" .. ft ."ta 

not h :ving th t any ra. ' 

' No.' 

in. You 

ll, It 

' He ant d on with t 1 nd I id, look, t t on't go, it j t won't, 

it' not lik doing 0 thing for ill. 1 

'Tha t ght.' 

' H t t bloody ignorant, yet oth r ti h 0 urpri you, re · th 

l ' 

o you t lk1ng about? ' 

h led, d hu ad slightly. '0 i au d. ' 

'In y,' nt n, 'I can un r t d you-- 11, you know, iving 

your If . ·ra. You'v: got mething to ell. When "ke ho d the first, 

or wa it the oond, I thought I that boy' been in thi for t ny., un! my 

name's lor no Nightingal. 

1 That' right. t 

ll, it' 

an int r 

o thin to know your 0 

ut wo dift r nt. 

lermo at fir t. t Sh g:va 

value. That's ho I 

S g t influ nc d. 

look as if to 

auld h :ve gOM 

I a. n't 

th t this w 

• with, tb n? ' 

'r 1 c.' 
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hr 

to 10 

bunk, 

, h 0 ?t 

'Gri 

• 

l' 

fo r, 

ok to th t la, h 

· d, r be h d 0 

dontt you?' 

pst. y, 1. I 't 

col 

J 'P t told , , 
• 

n: , you don't ~ 

ende J 

to 01 ar out---just 

406. 

'Itl1 11 you th r on. I tho ht it out th ni ght I too th pill. 

I thou 

to yo 

h t to 

bat in 

of uici 

llt 

I 

Gri 

th 

tr III 

bu 

b in 

'Of Cn1ll"'RA 

V t 

of uwa..) oa-or 2 

r you 

now, 

were so 

no1ll8rs hi e 

n uri 1 

b nod d t , 

t 

So 

, you 

to b 

, d it oul t t b 1 ng 

y, you u t on't kno 

an you' not your own. I wrot 

n. 

opl 1f 

million 

, tb Y did it 

ha1:t lying in hi 

ne hi 8 It. 

1 Y t hi 

cl nch d and .uncl nchd hi 

h g:va her f 

wit hi ock 

1. Yo to hout t be h 

d th roo, d f 11 

ppear d for nt. 

(;) that tb y 

tyou'v 

of you.' And he Ie 

xponnt 

th a 

ti 1 lookin no -co ~ tt d Judioious. 
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Gri no y, pi hi hi:L r 1, 

noru hi s 

th hell of lot in it, but you ntt 

'I ! I t , 

• 
J an 

it---I n, 

, 
bin on. t 

t you' in nQ.i~.u.&.".\6 

ple sant1y, ut i 1 t all on 

to 

quit 

di 

c 

good id 

ut w.a..~in!lo~"'~G 

roo!' (club y , 

'I 

, , 

at it riou 

in hi 8 plun 

i , Charl 

t ut 

that numb r 2 is tarty 

gho t. t 
10 

, ' 
'but tha t 

got th 

, don't ant to 

·t it i nit. 

'ltv g t the ti • 

give 0 0 his t1 too t 

1 8y 

so ti 
t on't t 

a.t 1 

, , 
te 

on 

Y'U 

in 

ut i qui tly and 
nG'r:uJI:U:II,TI hi 

, 

nt 1y--

n C18llane a. 

ta 

to 

1 ~d)---tbut ltv a damned 

b into th 

n onl ). 

(a. ]. to y, ood money ne 

d I don't ne d to 11 you I' 

one hing you o't n 

r , and that's 

th you, t ( i h oul 

ro it to you to rro 

_ _ _ t 

u'v 

t ut eroy OV r th J could be 

, tin f ctJ h' b n ing or thi or 

J' Grigg · d with rch ole • 
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411. 

'That I ' a da d li " I said • 

'Is that the ;y you talk to a lady]' Selay ud nly said with tbre tening 

look, hi whole hug bo~ till for nt. 

, OK, Harcourt,' Palermo d quietly. • It 11 look aft r my own of 1c • 

. ght have de mist e but--- • 

tHo he b n the?' Sly nt on with th unple ant 

challeng in bis fa.e tilling into plumply with hi ye. 

All I co d thi ohant but it didn't 

8 m 1 vant. I 80 thick 

10 • And the more ilent I was th 

till " like wine of 

d r wretch d I look d to 

th other. Only uri 1 uncon rn d. 

loudly. look ng up now and th n with indif 

f C ful, Harcourt, t alermo · d with 

tIt d like hi to damn-well try. t 

r finger-nail 

, 'he might smear you. • 

'Co . on, no ,'Klydonhall id, 'he ha. to am hi livi like th r t. t 

And h le ed crOB d poured re hi sky. 

y, t Sel y id, withdr wiIl8 hi whole v t body from the nt into 

the b ok of hi aha:!., I I thou ht that' to prot, at 

peopl 

t I' d like to e you protect your elf" gain t J ok 

o the mile. 

S l88Y 10 ughed, boomin8 fro the di of his chair: 

omething the , , . 

t , · d with 

t ell, you've got 

or !DO nt I ···anted to vindicat not th reput tion I wished to hay (it I 

wish d to hay any t all) but the fal e one--.. I auppo d it f ---b iog 

given I anted to prove them right t tor th tic re ona--for tb 

5 try and tidine 8, 80 tha.t my ody would i t q in 1!1Y oul, or vic ver • 

I found I h d thought zingly Uttle in my lif about what and ho I 

inc I could b displ d 0 easily itt that tb lodg nt mu t ;v b n 

none too seour I not oho n and lib rated---in orld that abo and d liber ted 

very 8 cond ot the day. 

You couldn't blu h, o nly wrinkl 8 d de line driv n 

into the tl h by bitt r ar 1 . P J night . tar night. I nit even 

r nttul of the thing S 18 y, even of his liquid eye that found their firmnes 

vocation, for a mo ant, by boring into • For one thing, I could hardly 



• 

• 

focu on hi f • To d 0 

fir . 

And th Y 

t t 1 °nou p 

oolt • n giv n to 

tio ,fitt· only 

y 

with effort, d ump d on to the 

'I' ,'I d h mile. 
' Sorry I h cl to t 1 in 

or never. f 

Hi 

the --roll d in ut of • 
t geth r into & aning. 

412. 

, ti 

r 

e . 

n for h 

y, it you 

If-

ds. 

y d, ur r 't 

't b d: it 

nt. 

to 

t 

lin, to ell 

he t 

got u 

• 'It th n 

"....,.,.,_e;·ly co in 

dly ut th wor 

H ant on, t ith 

Kin of blood-sacrifice. 

udianc like th t, bo ouldn t t h ;va taken th ch ? 

Noti c th . ay she---' he no dde d towards hi s own wif .. --



• 

• 

• 

, 

I 

thAUJ:n\<r,: • 

t 

I 

0 

I 

Gl 

0 f 8 t 

1 . 

t 
a"',UW!Ull:l~. 

• 

• 

----_ . 

• 

• 
• 

• 
• 

, 
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tHo '5 t t?' I ad • 

en v, e 

the u 

J ff-- t (WQoIl. .... U6 

an 

rq 

My 

r elton I 1 

t d 

th 

tItt 

in the 

' S 

'I 

fa 

1 ted 

Gl n. 

flu 

And, oy, I 

group 

C a.l. I 

thought 

tKn out 

l ' 

hero J ho h h 11' . 

, Gl n . too alos 

t 

to th 

e other. t d 

'If uldco 

t t, uldntt that b 

uld. ' 

on hilk t 

t in urisl' 

in hi hands, 

H w 

h 

to th grindin of th wbl of 0 r d 

414. 

, 

• I 

d! nt 

ound? 

hi. 

n. I 

or t. I 0 to 

• 

rd .' 

colon 

you on liv in 

100 d t 

in our 

on it 

d 

• 

n't 11 t ning. 

,hi 

contra ot 
thi , 

ct. It tirr 

n them , 
d alli c · J in t ir 
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• • 

i , I 'll t 11 • 

• till t 
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420. 

i hell it 

inte t. 

d you expect to b up, don I t you? t d without 

11, I try and tell p ople i , go through 1 t with your 

op n. You t in hell, the whol go 1 t' f it! t 

' You mdgh b in it t they ,t I d. 

I Coul b. But going by the look He spat 

final y, till looking d. 'N., peo 1 don't t to 

th ir yon, th t't th truth. I'll t 11 you t I'm going to do 

going to eep with th t bar, d fe's going to 1e p 

Til t t the truth d it' II all right b c use I don' t n 

s nie kid d 1 t t, ut ill t 

h ~ n, d tha.t' no ood n you'r do in hell. 

my do tha 4 by your bo 

thi in hell. f oy bu ina n. Th t' all 

I t "t about. If you' QQ.s.~.'6 into hell no oth r p :th, 

ell, g t to kn it. Th y don't like 

the ing w nd ii 

do it an y! If you'll do l.t 

'to it. 

t y 

11 

They don I t 11k aYi 

.. betor you ao b 

e good job of it! t 

~ job ot it? I ohallenge that, Gl 

to ant to do b d job of anythin .' 

• I' do bad job of nn ...... "'-r.' 

you'll 

'You'dt to ~ th or 

think o!" 

protr ct d, through botohing it? I don' t 

I · d nothin) d h . persisted: t No, ans r ,Glen--ould you like to 

murder by 810 torture? ' 

'No. ' 
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, MynOW' , I 

• 

't'e:rnaDB 

t t , 
J 

• I 

I 

• 

• It' t thi You' got o 
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in and p1 y it right p to tb hilt, oth rwi th '11 b 

o. You'v got to kno t t ga 

1 siti 

S P 0 

80 

you'v got to 

d of t 

an 

ifici indi n to 

eru d:in8 

y -, 

th r ai , 

got 0 f . 

:!'U 

-:v to do that. I 

422. 

i hi I 

t 

bo 

to p • Another t c · rt f ¥ of 

t 
Gl n. ' It' the s in privat lit. 

thi bo of your , in b b and thr 

th 

ght b out . ght en • If 

u 

'You're u 
• 

u as a t chniq ?' 

I go 11 of 

, r outri t g,u,lW'WoIo .. , g 

1 s tch to ther t,g~~ ...... q 

I 

t 

f-I' She' doing 

d with surpri • 

thing of her 0 will. I mi 

be 

into play, t t' hat I an. ful 

ay, t t is, by littl pr vo 1 in ults, 

u ing orei era a ho tag , that kind of tbing--you t not produ ing t 

situation, you' just u in 0 dy the , you're trying to our lit • t 

f But you' d troyi your lif n' t yo ? 

I an?' 

ll, Gl n, 0 body or other I 

n d. I w ' t to b in 

on't be 

I ju t 

It do • thout it, 

't , I h ~ t ~ I'll b f , ling r no f eling I 

ye, ir! t 

' Bu all your t 

' Ex ctly, G n! ' 

bo y Of our 

into He th 

t Hitl r de criba !' 

He tTr~ you r going to frigh n 

Hitler us d th ,! bro g. 

gqy ,ho tart d it that 

with that 

H 1 

• w Ire co tt d to it ha.bit? I it going to hel U 0 g tout, 83ing Hitler 

wa the cue of it all?' 

, 



423 · 
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it 1JO 

no c 

lit 

th So 

~C~I. • 

Decemoer, r 

nd,o t 
-oUy 

d1 JIlAI"'1""A'I'IQ': 

ti • I 

waa~lllE~r nf~~A,.n.Antly i ••• ~ y 

_..-rj 

, 

t 

n 

• 

oulc1 

uit ~ 
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425. 

oul d th y only b ura afterw d, wh nit had happ n d1 

I doz d off and oke · th sharp falling move nt of my head, not knowing 

how long I h d 1 pt. I could feel his boulder against min , and when I 

turned to look t hi n he was taking ip from his gla s, drow is 11k me J 

hi op nin15 and 010 ing lowly, in a fight again t 1 ep. The club med 

no less aetiv than baBore. People continued 00 ng in, th ir gaz numbed with sleep-

But on thing had ppe d--- u and Pale had di appear d. I realised 

1 t udc1 nly, and ched th dance-floor with my ye • 

I d to g t myself to my fa t. It a the first ti in two hours. 

y blood S8 k & diff r nt lev 1 for mo nt, 0 tht I had to at d still, 

.&1 ting for it to tabili Then I f 1 t b tt r. I strate d my up fro my 

hould re, straight ned my b ok (as pert ot line ossibl from th oro no-r 

the head to the b of tb pin), too de p bra th (expand the rib idewaya) 

of the en t ., pas ing by the dance-floor. Y s, th y 

were gone. I gl c d b ck at Grigg, wi th pity. He wa nodding a I had done 

minute b tor. Hi he d f 11 forward pr eipi tau 1y I se d bout to or sh on to 

the t hI I then he ok up, blinking and s cldn bis lips. I nt to the 
1 :v tory nd tippd the ttendant, atter wa bing and straightening my ti. I 

asked hi the time and h said qui tly with nk, 'Tram '11 be tarting soon.' 

It reminded me of my father, the ay h poke in the early nring, wh n he we. 

tting re dy tor ork, lling of fre h h rlng p, rustling the orniD8 paper. 

H talk d oftly into the morning ailan like th t, fulfilling the legendary' 

8ociations of hi h his lit s compo d. Hi voic included the dim l' 110 

light of th tr he ould. tak I the ound of harp t ps on the pavement outside, 

th ting of the tick t- ollector' bell, th fog on th river d the bl ing ot 
horn J the slo movent of ship out of anohorag I the blowing of bra th through 

hand g inst the cold, the clang nd muffle·d chatt r and hoot of trang 

industrial y t tins up. 

I peeped b into th main room and sa that uri 1 h d turned. That a 

a relief'---it ire d • Grigg was just gtt1ng up to dane with her. No ign 

of the naughty KJ.ydonhall. Grigg looked suddenly as fre h a boy, holding her 

by the arm a they walked towards the floor, bend! slightly wi th a mil. She 

still pale but with a uggestion of delie oy that made her look 1 dy, not 

even -up 1 dy. I watched them danae for nt---he held her loosely 

and they t k "d . th the same casu plea antn s th other oouple on the floor • 
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426. 

A ali ht b th of °nd 0 fro th tre t belo , d de a e of th fetid 

air within. I hUlTi d down th , imperial t irc ounaJ. on 

th carpet:a.ng. I d good-night t th ter tan ng in the foyer, and th y 

a, ' ami , ir! ' Th tre t out ida a e d bu tll 

car , though the ligh 't Y t fully u~. The 

one h of t y. ir looed in my di~ otion and, not 

not into his d. H g:v deep-vo~ced, 

ro rning, ir!', The oity till ilent. 

Its v t ni t-hu had not yet brok n. There faint Victorian h dow of 

t r 

8 ov r th atre t, v n on the t t h d li v d in 

of y uch po ibility. rything 1 y in u P 

too rom b hind hi.8 nc10 He h d just co b fro th Hou 

re it h d 1 1 d, 

d co to 

inheri t d at of wurr na r, but tb t of 

oblivion. end? All tho r ton, 

ovarian kin who said • 

cas of St. Jame ' 

hat, w t,' th 

ly fallen into ruin • 

out otf: in u v nt th t ould belong to u -th fir t 

1 ctro- n tic curr nt in 1831, Fox T bot' first 

ph in 18,34., n gro e cip tion 1838, the fir t nt 00 tt e 

in 184.3, th fir t us of chloroform in 181...7 , anti e tic ur ery in 1865, th 

fir t type 0 t r in 1873 I the . cropho ,th axi union , ud I 

boo on dr d 01 tt ril18 to the de th by vio n ot fifty 1110n 

th y broht 

u into bing, er our voic s and v n our too, 

hd 

fa 

more s d, mo 

It haapnlY 00 

Th f 

t 

It hadn't co to ruin. It h d all own 

a for us a ntury d only to the lit they had 

thought in th dir otion. Non of it had f 11 n in ruin. 

to full top. e couldn't conneot up n with the st. 

no longer ours. I had re 'd out th s thing, I had learned 

fully for t e only big x . nation of my lit bioh I h d t 1 d, 

d they had b n to th n, they b d b n th tory of my arld. But no 

o thing d d to nd it all hooting b ck to time not i ly f away I 

b cau e that i all history, but moh h d nav r happ n d. And Wi er like 
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'Y u don't t tat· on of b1 . b rmouth.' 

like I do 

I ouldn t t he; th gut t tand u for you 

d ood turn.' 

if 

'I'm not yo 

t' jut 

to 

'I don' 

rocurer,' I aid in dangerous to 

t you • And yo ' 11 ev ry damn ~'IIlIan in town 

• 

h 11 you n't! t And h dded with uch confi nt col that I 

took notic • 

t S d tor 811 n • 

'H ,you h ;ven't done th dirty ain, ha: e you---,?' 

H look quitly. ' I did the 0 0 it • an one hour 

b fo d ad him to 'B 1 ctur • 
romi e, ter dGri cleard for 

ne 

po 

t to 0 

to 
nh 1, Gl n. 

ouncl.ls. ' 

uno].1 1· 

~ ver be h d of b for. Th t ' the 

It v s unt n, which i hy you dontt 

d, blink1n • 

'Yo ad at h nit ' s hangi under our no trila, 

Glan. lor conoentrat on your r job. t 

re job? t I a d hi frantic 

I uriel y you I ve be n h tudio s for t 

1 t any r te, h y , you'r damn d good at it for a novice.' 

'I gro in , in Italy. f 

said to nail 

I d lao d out of t n. 

st n, Gl n, I don't k the ro d bo you J 

but youtre h r 10 I' s d of you and not cond lon r. I ;y 

11 b hoD.! t about that.' He ted for to sp , but I di 't bUg . 

t he e' a lettr r you, b th y. t 

? 
, n de • 
I kn ~t couldn't b Ylite 8 po urri d 

n t d or d led bout und r hi 11 Th 

c u inaid f r fifty oun , d out in , d bdl typ -
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writt n note: 

sorr,y couldn't u e 

the libel 

'It' 
, . ad ypewri rs e an 

tA 1 r1ght, h rloCk Ho 

mornin r. 

a op n t th sports 

d Jockey 

A whole 

lin 8 Q 

1 st. T t 8 FU"I'-ltll'" 

lin tr g t 1m th 

and 0 the right 0 thi 

column with uth 0 

nt alon to d 

ad 1a t ni t. I wa 

enClWlh bu 

n d talking is qui a an exp riane • 

co d b put on a post e t 

'i 

pora ·on. whioh i 

One 0 

de hi se li 

rican he dquarter in Th prote 801", I not! 

to leav betor turned the b at on. And it cart 

hot or any , a th rot'e or' on th 

so dier' ha.ve to be h ard to be ballev d. 

The gre t n 1 t night P e 

ntific t wi to iss 

it. The c ntr 
ric oin , 0 uldI 8 Y poration poi t. 

430. 

An Ir 
p y (th C 

y, 

t 

n trut 

th tha 

out 

d 

pori tion or 

eratur • 

s brig eli r 

bit 

• 

on 
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431. 

in a. s uoep One thi d 

I 

hi 

a cell 11 to 

, being boil d. 

d hi 1 ct s. Itt d 

lpl y. 

rmo all d out. 

I turn to 

mildly ironie • 

page, dre ding r e. But it 8 only 

, ntly, 1f hi 1 otur 

'So t Qu tlon Ti t 

b 10 t r voe bul 

xplBin d th t it me nt 

th nuel bl t. 

· ilion ton , and \fa 

d, t Bravo S ot at 

th t hot 10 ly of r no ), ton 

bl t of --in uding th 

·orl r Gri 

'limi t ' a.nd 'full- 0 1 art : limit 

colI son ( y, 1n Europ ) where th 

e nt not to t ouch ch thert terri tori j 

uring 

ictims ot 
, th t i ,mar th the 

d throughout th S cond 

b n th t 

he a nuel 

carried into the heart of th e t rr1 to r,y. Full-s 

ther nuclear 

w ,h said, 

wh t mu t all try to ot or Gri 6 ked in the coW' 

1 1 ture t t th Europ 

other drawn 

rican gov rnmant. H put it 

P · oky? And II Prot in co 

sine tho ? Do 

role in more or Ie 

not :v e d 0 indi p n ble to th 

on or 

unlik t 

d p&nic. (Are 0 

of politioal 

d known t 
enation, tho 

Th profe s or put th hole 

sub tltuted the obsolet Europ 

ff ct1v ce of terror. 

In this y y to preserv ca.' 
I de d b into th other roo d thr. t ne spap r down ulk:11y. 

ali ht mIa, hi utb op n, nodding with irony. 

'I uppo e t tt sally f ult, t I aid. 

ll, t in it' your f It, t 1 ctur' my rk . Itt a it 
critical ut ov rnight. t 

I oon't give y mor ,t I . d, 51 ing into hair • 

'You never did. I could ea that on your faoe the first d y.' 
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435. 

t?' I . d. t 0 it to II! ' 

, ou'r to run it. u don't think 

I ' e , you---I ' ot P oy 1 to k 
, , 
• 

' 0 w y,' nt on, tell you :v n't r d th 

't b liv I it b t I did.' 

e book yo 'r t rrin . n this t rnoon t four 

l ' 

t If ou , t he · d, j d 01 pping his d on hi pock t 
~ 

if 

H 100 d t 

o i ? ' 

u ek • 

I 

found photo 

i th B_4'~ .• · I 

t n 

thin 

f 

folder round with 

t • 
dly. 

, 

'A ho ·th · r Swinburn on tb 100 l ' 

'By th w ng tit • , , 

t, 'th hi on h r tr 1.' 

till 

' D n't for t, 

d. 

dr r.' 

01 P in 

to 0'010 

• It 

tion over hi ocket d 

, I ' off to 8 my 

no ttl h d to 

a in h r dr r. rywh r ---

ct J 0 er or ad d torn. Then I 

d Klydonhall to in du 

t a of th m 

if tb Y w r 

nd out of pI 

n, 
I 

kind of tabl • 

olut , thin 

ck uit on d 

d Klydonhall. Hi pre no 8 In d to ate dy 

no 10 r h tr n d look in h r ey of 

nit ui te oppo sit: there you 

he h Id hi m nervou ly; her ye 

nt. 

t r, forty or 0 typ tt n p d or wled 

titl • I d ci d to t t!h Bologn d took the 

• I ordered th simplest It ian me 1 I could think 01'--
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• 

• 

on 

(. 
int 

wit 

1 

i 

11 

by , 

or t 
to b a 

• 

o 

••• 

, 

n&1t8ane8 ••• 

1, pt on 
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( 

p 

to 

I18xeQI1 ••• 

, 

. .. . 

• 

.ucc~aa) 

, 

tmu. .. 'eJ~sILL • 

, 

I 
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I 
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• 

t in • • Sl y' or . r • 



• 
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t did your dootor :y7' I amok • 

d th tick r a f oin up to all the UJCJlJ~ 

And he d he b t h oould gu hat th y 'Were, too. Nic old bu g r, 

q ok ••• t And h smil d to hims If, looking out of tb window. 

IHo did you lilt b a ked su,ipenly, with 

'You tho ht i t s wan de ul, I 

'Y , I di .' 

ect?' 

t blink, 

439. 

'I'll oor 

thinking of 

to 
, , 

gn it. Give him hundred uid.· 

nt on, 'you make h 11 of 

pa y. ut e decided on thi so Peroy Klydonhall ant 

to put tion a f -lift, hich I t y it ne de. He's love 

to dr npipe i£ hi croni let him.' 

11' 

'That' ri ht, your old rol • d if you don't nd s ying 0, you look 

lilt hi too. 10 tdd.ed s got out of t cab. 

As e lk d to _ .... .L" LLn. 

you're oing to t e 

hat' C mel 

per onal the 

joint projeot 

h '11 

a 

tTh t's right. 

'Do t .. at 

'I 't 

said in 10 vo1e, 'By th ay, if 

- ccount you t d better kno re 

h 's b n ur iIl8 it tor year • 

out ere 2. 

e nit for hi • 2 i on of tho 

d Darnell! 

o chick n f 

,t I 8 d. 

d?' 

it r. 
• 'Y, ob 

t me co sion, for which 

go round. I 

I to urviv. 

ni ty tri ould h ~ old u 

about "llion oopi --and afterward you oan tel s If-righteou8 bout it too. 

But there' the 1 d nth of brief , and tb n I' 4 hav to b tood ail 

or 80 thing romantic like that. Th re just a. n' t theti ,Gl n. t 

'I tho ht th any ob nit,. in it?' 

A 

cold. ·w 

hile 

an d, 'Oh, yah?' 

dIre con rn d th r asn't, for 0 thing it s too 

hivered with bl eta roundf ' huddling together ov r the mall,. stove 

focus ed and u d hi teeth and too ure nt with hi t p • 
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He " nted nd got it t r 0 in her or 

nearly hom-. wi th both of 1 tting on 

r J my tiny 

b lookin ion 

and r uth opn, h r bair oombed out 0 that it re r • 
pt umbl 0 t the light J and pp.shing 

out y---damp prints t t had b n rej ct b to 
t phot 

fixi 

phic debris 

of 

uv 

with ut 

t 

po r utf to t m. 

othing to YOM. 

p-

d P roo 

and 

d. And h b eking up not only the t 0 

li. 

'Hav d, pull! on prof kni r. 

1 you h ':'I. This isnft inti nought I t room ot. 

So I'm going to roo. t 
lMk .... _? 

tTb floor office, th ni room with t d 

t?' I td, but he only gave an irri t t d look and murmur d, t Hurry up. ' 

s the ob of findin 

trial. Th y re dr gg d out 0 

d hi boy- 51 tant to va all t 

c in G k Stre t d pu dl d and 00 d 

ong he ro d by P anno. It t s. 

'Ther en f t any ourtains in my ro J t I aid. 

t? I thought P t h d a ur d up for you.' 
'Tb y nit tty yet. t 

Tb re th problem of ho much pow r the wiring in t ho 

but by using tran 0 d bringing up cable from th 

got to rk, making batt ring and pleasant light in which 

glitter d proudly and. t h c t look d lilt fur. T 

wi thout the oil tOY t it b ing such mall room. C 

Th Y fro P flat J hiob was ppar ntly near by: 

roWl for t. Y tr t d to th floor d look d 

n t w y of cquiring ourtain , I thought • 

ch t-of-dre: ' r 

t ndou ow, 

uddenly arriv d. 

d nt th boy 

· fio nt. It if 



• 
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I di 811k th 1<1 a of ing allover my roo and d hi lik 

a ha pet dud the b d turth r in th corner to 

point th 1 

tyou look te, t he d to alermo with OIl! of hi 

dirty glane. ' B n bumin th dnight oil?' 

dr th ourtains d put all t lights up tog ther---the w no 

10 ion. . e and the boy er nt a y, d t th po 

Ibo"8, th b ok of 1 d thr 

hot 

piot • 

n ted to h to to Ch, j of our lly-buttons in th 

reparing t 

The 

an up rtn 

y nt 

ot 1 you'11 be abl to e which 

the lin of the t , • al aid, 

out dr r of th oh t with on hand, 

Z8 all in front of h r, b ntly. 

in P ' rmo, r mindin of uick It i 

d dir etly to the : north rner took 

I b g n to sa 

job to do. 

nth of chaol 

and p r nt c hip to do th sa • 

H touched ~uriel lightly on th f c to alt r .... er J 

11 t 1y in ont of th other, look d unde th h r, 

child' 

tout 

H indue d a 

sound: h uld 

ns of stilln into u, 0 t hat 

e her look into th r with 

100 J th ne hand on bar br a t 

&inti • P t n t 

of the blank t 

if to quirt .~, like in renaissan 

ternoon off bec us th r w no ound fro 

low. H 

shoulder, 

the gl 

mpty suite 

urial to ha her 

~~'QU.; only our bu ts ,re vieibl 

eh 

d 

t-of-drawers 11k 

nd, bile h put 

li t lyon 

d the tabla °th 

or anoth r hot h tood b ok to th 

uri 1 at f oin it, and y right hand h 1 id ju t in i hr ri t 

1 ; for t to put on prof peci ly i ht studio p t, t 

colour of kin, 0 th t no hair might b visible. 

Gl n,' h said to a h toeu 

l.n 1<1 • ow t t plan, to ar th fig-l 

d I could be put 

d get tri • 



• 

• 
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hall n r thro off' the A d Ev 19 nd, GI n, b 0 u it' 11 ely. 

T th do n1t r lly i t re t p opl , but lw lihood Th t's hy thi boo 

i oing to of t 

'Your bi uri 1 · d. 

'you d 11 t ppl 

or t ou and of 1a s. Their r 'QA4:I'AY.'''" p pI 

th B t t ode It pu on, 

anY" • 

uri ly 1m d. 

It 

du t th 

'ltv got a.1.n in 

no. Ire i 

• 

b 

th 

But I'd 

Itll 1 it day.' 

boun ot xoite nt ttl 

I h d ant to phone Gri g bet r -

hi t t t ho I 

I ot into 

dark uit, 

, G-l n,' P d h n 

hi out two hour , 11 you?' 

' K P ho' 

rythin d b n put in corn r, 'k P 

'The old • I' _ .. ..,.. h r out to dirm r.· 

'I' eing hi not your.' 

h 11 you • H'dha: t light to your b d if 

it u.' 
I 100 th urpri 

?' 

'Look,' h h n 

A I y, do it for t 1 t o ho 

~ to v rythin , th t' 

And 1f ki oft ly to rro ,Gl • 

At 1 t you n't h f to 0 0 ork, will you? t 

uri 1 118 out, 'Goo ni htl f d nt off' in cloud of so nt. n 

Ie up to 

t e?' ut 

• 

I f und Grig erlan loung ith th r-hair d 

j r y hirt on, ola hi in t 

t 

wihout tie on. quio look Gri no -0 

g stur to J th n r turned t , Ie ng fo d on 

• arm of hi ohair. Grigg ~ook d 0 m d not t I tired. 



• 
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'Your bo n t br akf at thi rning, ' rigg · d quiet y. 

I y. t 

II 8 dr s C an 1y hite hirt th ti - in, 

d 5U d H d thi gold rin which I dn't 

noticed b fo , en to the -dr r. T re w r no gn th t h 

nur • I found I 8 an erlO, to for 

que 

rni. 7' I d. 

'Top th a wink. o look ero 

N 1 on. ct 1 , py h t • th young 

t 
nt 

in 

b 

e 

hll 

s riously 

'I g ve up thinki 

tr e of 

al , fl t f 

eci 

did you 00 

'Ob, , 1 n 

th 

5y job. 

s II 

y doubl 

y, u 

to the 

dioin • 

thought unint rru t d. 

0, on, t 

v r nough. 0 

on , portion of both.' Hi wor 

orting hi direct. t 

y for if 

a h d ) ·you f right, tv ne r 

ay, you g t fr . dr' ,0. And I foun you 

you g t do to tty otten.' 

, d leon aid, ' I upp s I • 
I'm 1 arning i ,like fly on the 7' 

on, f 

've got lot to te ch,' Gri · d qui tly. 

' Of co 5 the trouble i th Am rican i th y' 

t' by they'v tried to 

. d. 'You co 

fr e to t 

f ct • 

'All I' ying i you're 

"Ilion 

doll • 

of tho 

I ' m not 

) but so wa 

d ot b i 100 do 

J an you oould 
. nd, but 

• 
th 

rio oomple t , your If. You think you might b look d down on. It' n 



• 
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the young aid. t Y n r tion' ferent, t :t t li. ju t lov to 

be on equ 1 t th oth r opl. 

'Until you h en't got it. orld wher d it,' 

Grig d. t And they 

it' w v rybody with po r makes, bec u you've certainly 

it too.' 

1 to do it, 1 OD. t ighed with tho fir t 

tr 0 of i d look d t I on on my oul r 

ver d ek.' 

'H as the only g t I ul 't g t to put hi cloth on 

-n.' chu 1 d. 

'I 1 on 1d without ling. 

, Still, t Gri nt on uietly, t you mi t er t t th oubl b in 

hou hold 1 for th d to e lov in, not fo CuP,,_ 

' Other p opl w r doi th J I think,' d. 

, ot in d.' Gng looked :t him with frown, toni d 

pth in hi voice. 

round, hil P opl came in. I noti d that Grig 

took c to 1 on oul b n on of hi , for the ton of 

cone 

Th t' 

t liarity Grigg too to hi • 
t ther thing I don't und r t a, t Grigg said, • i hy you c 't 

n p opl of thi Ian. You t t I , don't you? outr 

up th 

way 

cy' p or fu in to din t th ts. 

on. ' 
'I old you, I' a,' 81 on d. 'I don't --.!. to b • f 

' You'r f ain t d b c use you· th • dintn 8 

from no you t r aing to 010 S Ii on your p t of your lif 

hopi nobody pri it op n. t 

'Lilt J f did ov 

To my urpri Grig 1 

Th tt hy I t yo 

i I 

y. 

i 

, 11k I 

ollywood gag-

he hu ly. 'T 

N lon, whlt I 

enty ye 

H 

to 1 n. 

t's do it. 

get you Job • 

the bri f t of gl 

n th J V n p rhap to th i of t 



• 
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, 
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Gri ave each other inal tr ht hook han 

Then N 1 n 1 ft, 

no her to go. 

hi hand in hi po b d 

ty , th t 

you 

'In h t 

'I 
ur 

lei 

s 

bit of reporting; Glan,' Grig 

p r on th p rsonal lev 1.' 

rmo thi mornin ___ t 

d up out th cl " I aid. 'Not impr 

ti ,Gl nJ ' h . d th sli t blink. 

t to va r d-hot n dl through ur 

off, 

u could hold • 

d t 

, 

wn. 

It giv ocount ri ht thout n "~--""."6 it 

over.' 
tYe J • 
I Di he Q6J." .... ~ ...... 

'No ,' I b en t the studio 

• h, that,' d th s 1. 'Sho -ng your 

ntl , h. ' 

'It' still ork. ' 

fOh, n't 1 t 

b rin 

ri ?' 

d be 

p ouri • 

thing. Ther 

Y, 11, I can 11 v 

m to 

tori , 

n your rof ion. 

I up 0 hi 

d, t by gantt you co off the pe 

You ot thou nd bu 

de t 0 p y. 

the old man' b n 

didn't do to th t 

ou' th m, 1 n, you'd batt r 

11, I don't kno r ly.' 

• 

Only your bo 

T I' b 

rk r 

your pri 

nt f r 

rning 

, don't you? 

, h ~ anot r drink, to help you do 0 thing really dirty. ' 

anoth r soowl at me he ordered t 0 whiski ,not a ing my permis ion. 

d with 
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your 

t' 

0 

in t 

a 

' s 

in t c 

P 

by 

ct br in , 

01 t, dIg ~ 

,eeIl[IB u to e thi. 

n rty n • 

He s 

ll, , e 

y you 

ti d u 

nt on, ' I up os Ilik you uit 

nt t o you 

in hi If. • 

y1 H say 

, t d 

t ir .... 'i# \ _tiI 

t I think 0 

o hi l.n t 

nob Jdy giv 

daring ough to 

ns th t 

into being. t 

db! . 

do 

bit too. 

of lon, 

448. 

I 

In unny 

h t 

, to th ir 

, :;ry t i 

or 
ri ht! I 

ean, 

trik 

Y II 
hitch 

be n th • It a there in It y i th 

in Columbu Gior runo. It w h in 

wh n th st ng1D d th spinning j nny nd rail y c in. It 11' 

whe v r people tr1 d to get fo d, f 0 th ir nat10naliti of t air 

c1 ir f ·lies, fr of th ir up r tition 

on, 

ound of r aeon in it. Ye , 

lov the ound of reason. 

don't t to be look d down 

finis ordered th r, fusi to et do it. 

t o,' °d, 'Ilik to think 0 your bo • t, Gl n, 

i tory once a d by God if that on't appaar Itll thro you 0 the 

olve • f 

d the ag n, d t ti Grig him to put hi 

gl down on tb tabl d flu h it 0 th soda hi s If • 



• 

• 

• 

• 
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I d. 

d. 'Your roo d h took my 8 I got too. 

only tnt, Gl Xl, t h s 

'Pal h ntt the ti to "t 

t S ot t kis P roy Klydo l' e. But you' fr to t 
t 

' Th t 

t. 
g ,t 

I'll P ~ u 

ood~ And gul 

you v r got or tory in your lit'. If' it ' 

h Id out hi h d. ' Goodnight, Gl n. I t dining 

th Klydonh 11. uld · t n to my g ti t 

in th t oa t 

sto dint of: • Uo.I. , .J.G;,6. ... ·1y like he bo 8, 

d I certainly f It t 

R urt S~15 y . 

I ed into t 
tonight. I an' t kt~~~"'1V 

me 

t , b 

Y t I 

r: t 

dly I exp at d 

should ind 

d thr04 h th 

ry for , not my birt pla.ce 8.'D3 

th t' r k' auld b gin 

5 8 

db ght r 

I felt n t 

t , 
d but 

!ittl 

n I got to room I under too hat Grig 

e stain all ov r the carp t. I bent do and 

by it b fr. There 

lled t m d thought they 

1 
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' S ymour' ?' I ask d wi th arm • 

' She ' 

' v/ha.t'j 

'Y 5 . t 

iting in her r oom for you.' 

'What f or?' 
'Oh t for Cbri at ' ale stop asking qu tion and g t th r! On thi 

you'll I i n "¥ rvic nd that' to dapt your If to contin nci • 

t Y , but he'd. t 

452. 

t Anyway, I s d you t d be there by ten and itt arly levan. And I don't 

kno b r h r bloo~ husb nd is. You c n tell her that. TeLl h r th plio 

may kno ,a h prob h1 brib d to 1 t him r. Sh' in a t te 

of t rror, Gl n, nd I h :ven' t got time to look after all mad mice at one J 

uri 1 t bad no ugh. , 

'But I hardly know her I tId. ' And he do sn' t like • Sh male 

turn my back her and than look at her through finger.' 

' What are you t out? ' 

'I h ~ to it th re looking t h r th eye clo d.' 

• Sounds to you 0 b long together I t he d, and &1 ad down th phon • 

I ran up stairs and ohang d qui ly---into my clark sui t gain, with a ire 

hirt, midnight-blu ti nd, thi time, cufflink of tiny Y 110 button hich 

belong d once to gency w stcoat. Th tIs ing , ho ev r d, 

w s reli f. I me. my bed oarefully, 0 that I could throw my If straight 

into 1 t b n I d. I ant to lock my door from the out ide but couldn t t 

find the kay. xoiting to now th t so ody wanted ~ pre enc • ell, 

it we aid t t t oinat d by those t: perhap he f soinat d 

by • I hurried do to t Strand, thr ugh tb bitin, dry air gain, ani 

found t I had over tw nty pounds in my ooket. It h d r fu ad 

to dimini h, that um I'd got fro the b nIc. NoboCly a d to t to p ~ for 

anything. I I d be getting at 1 t fifty ek fro Grigg.. Should I t 

stor.y in to Ryan tonight, for the a 1y edition? It de feel professional, 

and the light out i I t the Vaudeville and the Adelphi, and then the dark hump 

of Charing Cross tation and th bro d hu hed Trafalgar Squar ,see d unit d in 

one prof aional unit Just for people like me they ap d along in their taxis, 

st dying th elves with th str p hil th ir minds f rtilised plans for th 
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ur 

?' 
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, for 
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She ga.v 
p 

person, ilk 

Ie :ving t 

&noi t i 

11 

b 

J , I'll t 11 you 

' Shut your 

that ch Just no 

• Gl n, I t to 
d Y Y , 

ut my 

456. 

n, flu d, "th 

: just a if ClI..lIlr..~a of 

to uf ctw 1i I 

you tb outli dlo of th ori 

, ympthy for her I started, 'Listen, 

-' 
'I torgot to 

t lki • C 

y: whil sitting in 

you that? PI se, 

ht! t And thi ti sh 

Y d k t it 11k t. 

ucb 

'You d George---' 

o's or 

S olo th irrit tion d as out to go on hen she se d 

fir t ti. 'Oh,' h s d, 'that' 

busb uy. But h th your 0 ,I' d, d 

th t t nd.' 

'I hought your d rok i to b "'It 

, • 1 n, on, on. • d 

p ouli 

s. ut go opl 

hadn't 

t 
pi 

n. 

t 

• ~ 11, your 0 

Chais ngu i net 

round, th t" 

call th t unneoe 

worth 

inno nt, who 

f t ?' 

• It could be. • 

1 ha a.s co 

d to b in hi S oo1"l"tY"'o1'· .... .,. 

d, h 11, I di 

h of hi girl, 

l' 

1 u~-s 

of P roy Klydonhall, no G or 

th t . y I put him inai 

d, boy, I d. • 

hioh It ure you 

other yo 
• 

ron 1 dI 

look ri nd , oth rwi he' not 

h' Ion ly 0 , being rioh • 11, 

in. I pick u th hone and hire guy, all 

r but John ale ,my cond-b t en nr;tl In' t that 
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458 • 

t 11 

a , t 

Q 

• 

t i , 

, d you 

t 

• "I-
I 

b • 

it 

, 
• 

• 

I 

th you?' 
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IIf 0 ga fin 

me, en thou I 

think It t 

all--- no 

out Ice to you for your s rne '11 n r forgive 

pr f 10 

wor d, and th 'd 

1 ~t..g~ up t 8 

on • An t n hi. • 

. th • You n. • 

• 
nd f 

I 

on 

ning-- ut 

460. 

but 'rai that 

it too cool. 

' Do you t to fIe e 

aid. 

11 d e 

move nt 

t' 
org 

began ruffll. 

t' 'I on't int rf 1n your 

thi ldck 0 

she 

Sh twink1 hr to inged toe in rant f 

I ain, an thi ti felt r luct 

bottle. 

'I'd b 
t 

J 

long au during hich, tu 1 d 

hr uth op n. 

goin )' I d. 

uietly. ltv n~v r b 

may scream, but ou C do it j 1'11 try to b bra; • 

and he pro d not to tr 

but go on, you j t 

to gu r t 

to , 
too puz to 

, fu t b ut f t? ' 

• hat?' 

t to Ie :ve ne 1y ull 

d 

b in I 

F'l.n'f!l~A.TlllAd for G or once 

OU .' 

till tting on th b d. 

-Go on,' 

t?' I 

• d with m.uftled voioe, t get it ov r.' 

ed. 
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'I t ld you .. r • 

• If goi t , 
re?' 

tHo 

'Co 

you 

to 

A 

a tUo..,...g\A 

I 

You c . ouch. 

d 

You' 1 00 

it r • 

ri tt 

Tn t S a zi • 

0 

y in the 10 • 
'I t to 

you?' If you don't I'll go 

, 
OCl!~e(l t.he door. 

, tl' II try. t 

:y 1a t vi of her 

on. 

and I didn't n ir' that c 

ck om supp r, 

Tb 

commi 10 

The train r 

The 

nt 

1£ I nee d 

did good. I 

hour aring 

eir ening glory not ong betor • 

peep 

fing r 0 

banni t r 

o 1 as dad. 

of 

s rn 

n the curta! 

, with light 

I tipto 

courag • ood out i , aiti g. 

pu 

mattre 

roo 

oorn r 
recogni 

The door 

It s 

half on the floor 

J only w tt r. The ra 

s n. 

de open and blight 

of cond, rq ov reo t till on. 

, 

t 

d u • 

nt y. Th tin 

to th Str ci., p t 

af. 

and 

n the fir t tent ti 

light n in 

it from the 

y. No one in 

ng into the corridor, howing th 

n, but I 

Th . brightenin sky 

ound. I 

But t 

t on 1t. h 

stain • 

t re in a 

And l 

ep in a coup 



• 
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• 

In nt---bu r hours-- -I we. pulled and n and dragg d 

other bile a ne light floo d through the roo , 

on • 

fa.llin 

11 no whioh se 

ttr Ip 

lirium. But th y tarted at 

11, i I a 

I won 

And the 

r day, during 

d, 

I slept p nt. 

if no trug e : 
when I tri d to 

I a; Permo, in hi tudio coa.t. t nothin to 

was out to sl p ain bJ.y in th 5i • of 

second blo 1e ffort d blink ~s into a 

5. He till 

this ti tri , 
v ry cl0 y upp r half ut to 

f into ng po Sl. tion henh j d and 0 ught 

mutter d or I t Oh, . J you ntt' • I r hy cor , 
food of light c fro • t di t ly i 

front of t it full on. di y 

thro t clog d "h qu id juio I che but face throbb d 

if ltd ju t been to th dent! t. 

• S it h that thin ott, ' I elf ·tb th dry ound of 

'oio • 

you ?' 

'Yes. ' 

0 11 ' 

'Pal , if I 't no • 

th b d 

ar y. 

Thi t once, and I t up y wning. She w s on the other side ot the 

roo painting her lip J naked exoept for th kimonosho (Over ••• ) 



6 

• in t o • 

·1 , 
• 

I I l. 
t 

kin 

• 
n. 

10 • 
d. 

, .look.' 

ut in t It d 

too. 

C r, tho it no to it • 

• 'h sa! , 
II 

m.n"AftIAnt, 

, 
1p 

r. 

ok, Gl n,' ui tly in ' 

I , but I In ot, 

8 u. t 

I ai 

• 
I 

I t rt, in ot 

• 1---· r, f '0 t it 0 h r ... "' .. _--



• 

• 

• 

, old th t,' he said , 

I bra thed out he vily, and thi sed t i rove th pas ev n r, 

be oaus h de sigh of approv 1. He ca.me 1'0 d an tu s1 d TJ.lY hair 

slightly, returned to toeu ,ed uriel to bift hangin little 

to th right, then to alt r ev r 0 slightly the position of y 1 g. 0 v r 

hot ., then t n. 

ok, OUS, suppose you it by th 

She di 0, mth from h r in, the inti t s II 

re nding of th first ti a I had pos d wi h her, do nst "rs, with Pat looking 

on. 

e ed her c10 r to d 1 d her d on my b e houlder. It 

going to b 

us d th 

one of thos still, q tioning shots.. He focus ad and set th lights, 

suring t e, r focus d. Then b took her i10000 off and all was 

r dYe I Ie ,du to h r el0 en S8, re nding of the drug of 

wife' body, th t t one hen I 8 tired, s if' e ere n ver 

intend d to b single er tur. r ar, tretehed over ~ he d ~ 'ght h ~ 

b en tb r to co ort me; in y ca ,th t is how m body gerly took it, 

sn tohing t the intimacy lik tortur d b st. ot th t here torture here: 

t h rth ot th lamp s lilt sunshine on ~ b cIt and I b gan to fa 1 r mark bly 

b tter, Just from th expo ur. I 0 ned my eye d yawned c fully so s not 

to de troy my po uriel' s young ohe st , . th it li of 

e thered skin, th girl's body. Sh look ably 

unoov red---in ant of cloth ther fore th op osit 0 

t d the s 11 of her in elon d to h rs 1£ 

ocounted for t 1e at he fir t h ur of ork, 80 I 

ake 'up slowly, fe ling spuriously soothed by 

rlnO 01 ° d 

one: y t oman I • 

d the ohan to 

hen it was over 

and th lights ent do 11k an explo ion to 

whil he ooolly pulled her kiman~ on ~ in. 

ere di d you g t to al2 night?' P 1 rmo 

I t up nd tr tched 

d me. 

' Not in somebod3 els' bed, nyway,' I gro 1 d t him. 

He s °d nothing to thi , only 1 noed t uriel. 

'Christ,' I nt on, going to the cold t p in t e oth r roo , 'I don't mind 

onoe but you don't h ve to of it.' 

' O.K., Glen,' he said p cifioally. ' Go do and eiz a coffe • 

'And I'm going to t e ~ ti " I aid, putting h d under th tap d 

rubbing my yes. 



• 

• 

• 

' You'll need a sh ~. I don't think I can use n unshaved chin.t 

7ith the efuln s th t a ith cold water I realis d I alking 

bout in th nu wi thout the slighte t re rv. Th odd idea to d in my 

nd th t r ati ing nudity for when th , 

tion for their re t odu outh to the!tric conti nt here f 11-

out tic station weren't as tron. Perhaps it ould be th f1 h 

of a bomb, I aid dro i Y to yselfJ but a Fl h of t ought oul do 1 t too: 

err hear i for the n • G den of n. 

In t t G d n auld h ~ to r pair the D k: Y ars 1945-1965, undoing 

th blackest or! of all hi tory, hospitali ing th mon ter children d the 

sterile moth r , h aling the oil, cleanin the sky, in uch del1b r t 

(bec u inevit 1) r turn to ture tha.t th rd G den of den ould ply. 

folds of h r imono and 8 w her for 

of the Tw nty Y r D kne 8. 0 di e had struck, 

sting- y ju t th 

Y dark ui t a , I udc1enly notio d. I ould hav to tit round 

for expr cleaning. Sh i ttin on y jot and urm d t Sorry' hen I 

lifted it fro und r h r. I dressed in front of the , a cl n shirt and light 

t pepp r-and- t t ui t, the It ians c led it. 1 th ti Pal rmo 

arr ging hi eli nd uclal s filing her to ail J hioh re n'l:; d 

bright crim on. 

'I'll th you,t Pal ·d a I ent out. H fo 0 ad quickly, 

thro ng off his tudio 00 ,t, leaving uriel without ord. 

tHere, t he . d ben rout i , t you needn t t publici a ho I u your 

b ' d. ' 

,The mild sun hi mad my ye t r and though I tria d rib- xp 

pin - tr i htening I could hardly lk. 

ng d 

' Sh left you de d, 1 right, t he dded, gl cing t curiou ly, as I 

didn't an r hi • 

thi 

st nd-u c e and I dr nk do t 0 very hot coffees, hile 

w nt on looldng t 

'And ho about th old l' hi d. 'He see s t hay xpeot d 

ntt one.' 

tory 

rrdng a.nd ther 

'I hay nit got ti for torie s if y u nd me or ling round tar cr y 

o n,' I d. 
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I 00 
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do • t you ' 
r, t I 
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nUIlWelr 0 
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• 

t old 

Y 

rly , t 

I 't in 

- I , 

1 

nly. 

1 , t' 

n .. 

car ul 0 t t 

, 
, without 

ll, I 
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'An y, you'd b tt r atch out or your If. I'm 

t ,'hat h '!i I do th i ?' I d, t ling b hind 

'If' 

lik h didl 

hi I 

t 

orge i 

t to , , 

a tunny 

count. • 

too not goi tIt hi corner 

ton, di ding Y qu ti n, II' goin t t 11 

b I don't 1 th look of hi nif'.' 

th knit'. n or 0 opl in to have got 

nice lin wound fro to • Oh, itt 1 right, you r · n alive.' 

, I didn't co to d up in bun h 0 

11, 1i t n Grigg 

morning' 'ch i by I nt you to 

n. I'll t ou oft in time, don't orry. t 

ri ht b t h t bout the knife?' 

t thi 

'Th t' 
'Ju t g t loc for th t do at or door, t h id "th 

'I c rtDinly h 'I d in 0 0 thing, t I 8 d deep r tely~ 

wh t' to 

for 

1 God knows 

don't get our b fill d for nothin 

t in ar 

' Your 

y'1 ' 

I don't 

A 

not a.nxiou 

arned t. I've or ad d 81 ht r than I do in 

t n out of 

hey r ly e Lou wild. 1 

ide e lett th oaf tt r of f ot, 

ith r.' 
d 0 hi , 'I th t true bout the knif? I'm 

in hurry.' 

d. 

• Your d, 'She's u ad to doing thout you, i n't ? yw y, 

the p lie '11 giY t n :y of f do, not r. If e 0 en t t cut your 

t tho you' d he 1 

uri 1 d lIn d ov r ch 

pl t d in 

our neck in r po a, roxi 

which o fro hov so that unfocu d vi of our priv te 1 ee 
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• 

S 0 

th c 

only roll b 

on 

it, t I 

dog to b . 

fro no he 

ll; 

' a , do it yo 

p 's d: ice, 

a.t ba 

rom th 

b 

0 

1 ov r g n to bout th e 

, Oh , h aidt t?' 

468. 

t b e, he d t in ront f 

no , 

, 
loun r ng 

'd n in d 

nio. ng 

n he di hu 0 C 

wi th a rigid fro chin 

n. t 

Yo 

o 

on your 

te nth uyer. t 

th t 

, Gl n, I 1 th to 

t ,i it' no bother.' 

oth rwis len' 

tr 

e c 

ntt 

into 

loy 

uth 

you'll s 11 your oul 

without looking t 

• ut one you'v len, it n't tter ho s you 1 

it. Th ul' Ther 's just the 

f ot of surviv att s Glen, your sheer 

e -th it. So 

len, an if you ever ant to 

i fS i g t ppen 0 0 

t· t njoying t good thing of life, 

e c n question of ho 

urviv • I 0 ? I' t pr sent t ugg ins 
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• 

• , , 



• 

• 

• 

. ght b r dio otiv in t· y o 

of it b for, but tr 

ot to live 

10n , there t nobody 

' B t I tho ht you b 

t · t' God got to 

hi lip. 

en tryin to 

0, Gl n, 

to 

s ys, f ee 

t you'r 

r ligion. 
at o 

notio , out 0 

kid. You 

t's th t?f 

" . 1, i II 

your elf to bi 

1 th littl 

no 

or b tt r 

t of 

n 

r looki t r 

d in G d?' I 

th it, Gl n?' 

uch v 

'Glen! 

don't no 

Gl n!' b 

o ond r you 'v be n 

t 

hi 

or 0 

yo 

ri 

t night. 

470. 

to h v t 

curity---' 

• 
d 

, not our inter at 
t . 

, 
At 

ut lif t 

. tar your-

n fo !' 

nothing 

, 
'd 

t.t 

q "te 

nt.t 

doni 

of home, 

t 
• 

. 
n it 

. ty of' 

You 

Our . ttl or torie , , 
unit , r s 

, . nt t 

It ly - , 

'T 

, ev n , 

e circling round t 

ath r?' I d hi • 

univ r , . 
• 

'I've notic 

ed cl v r 100 • 

bo t anytbin you do 0 

ct ng to 

in 

1 



• soon r 

con pt , 

you c 

00 

in the 

kno 

yo 

to 

t 

nd 

tele s c 

gues • 

• nucl 

it's 

your • 

of 

too?' 

'But 

thi 

h 

so yo tv 

ou 

• out 

1 r . 

4-71 . 

T ar roble ,th Y 

l'v con ~ ob, • If 

• 
°nt of tt1ng to t 

flo ht to 

if yo 

n the 

e it good too! 

all t t, tv don 

to hi • 

yo tuition fe s! t you don't 

er! List n, b n you put 
f .... "''t.,.e~A 

! Do I1 f , t: th y put out 

ry 

t 11 you r 0 

d 

f1 

? ' 

f 

cin 

t ou! u th r, ter th 

t e , I hould think not! Oh, y u could 

, ° n ti • ut d 

d to no 

1 bor tory th p 

t oint f vi 

try, 

t 

You'v got 0 

on t ir 1 

you c 

oing t 

A r dio­

o I ould 

who 

it 

vi ~o • 

bo s in them, 

, , 
• 

with b in on th ing philo 0 hy 

t t?' I 

11 0 

if t lou 

b 

n a ind of S10· 

't you t ckl t tee ther ? 

t nd 

t t out 

over 

ep 

drug 

, bro eng 

01 t inc 0 
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vi it ro t olie , t' 

for t H 

mo nt, t I' stood out i 

nd, len, 

he :ven i 

' But 
' ( h, t 

str g hand. 

E 1 

th 

r t, so th t h 

b ok to ity. 

t 

1 , 
It 

ti i gro 

f und th li ttl 

return to 

f rc , 

t 

'It' 

I t 

I 'd 1 

ix 

d 

Yurb 1 k 

......... ' 
• t • 

vi its.' 

t ir • 

n t re , 

d 

ot in 

r -"" __ 4 ! • .., 

• 1+ 

out 

• 

b 

ty. 

fbi 

on 

h h t 

T ord 

t 0 gb 

urri 

d 

c-

h 

d 

ot 

by, 

P t rn s 
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1 at year---bright p riods, specially in the rning. folIo ad by cloudbursts and 

thun r-storms. On th 15th colo . a.l cloudburst in the next town, which luckily 

miss s us here. uoh cooler now. The typic 1 thunder-storm of 1 at year, with 

their inc ssant flickering lightning that illuminates th country ide like tr g 

onlight, b gan 1 at ek but then gay y to cloudburst eather gain. The 

gr · n i int ct: no hail yet J touch-wood. 25th: sudden violent cloudburst 

hioh floods the cellars in n xt town. 26th and 27th: r in in continu 

av nohes. July: ame w w there Soon broken by torrential rain---str eta 

knee-d ap. Daily· d r n with intermittent trong sunshine. Hail uddenly 

ruin all ~ wine faoing east J th t is, ne 1y 1 my yield. Olive crop depl ted 

by half. All 0'0' r in thre minutes ••• • 

Th n, 'The at h begun to ndanger the w at bich now 11 harv at d in 

sheats: it y b gin to prout inside the sheaf, due to the , and that is th 

end of the crop. Anoth r hailstorm: the rest of my wine i pockmarked with hail 

but not ruined; , vineg ry wine inevitable. Olives further aged. 

Violent rain nd bri t sunabin J the or t thing for my gr p s. Tbr of our 

geranium v s full of earth, at nding in the courty d, apt cle hed 

gaint the wall. Tile broken. Thunderstorms 00 in the evening now. It 

rain all night, Ithough the sky giv 8 no ign of this during the day. In 

b teen th s dis ters, July has been s r nely hot. Augu t: renewal of the 

t rnoon torm --- udden explo iv 01 ps of thunder. Light earthquak in Umbri • 

September: the thun rstor s are shorter and 1 s explosiv than before, but of 

the s typ. Ootob r: torms of the greatest violence; terrible wind J h 1-

storm , avalanohe of rain, fierce lightning; e are flooded in the hou day 

after day, s10 h out in w t r, hang out carpet , Or g c airs into the cO·c.lrtyard. 

Luigi S y8 this h s never b ppened to the house b fore, not in his rtJIJry or hi 

gr df thert 8. Sudden winds lik hurricane ; ge along the ecliterran an 

00 st; bo t damaged in Napl I s harbour. The violent wea.ther pr ds allover 

Europe. November: gre t age in Sicily from se torms. Hou and hole 

st et wr cIt d. P pars talk of flood ning in ngland. 8th: very violent 

1ind . Flooding in Rome. Sardini b dly hit. loods reported in Venice . 

Could I to ho e th t Italy ould vcr h ~e her cIa sica! ether gain, 

and ain would be vi ibly nd p tently the 0 of our life, and the blue s 

ould tretch out to the god in the sky, to Greece nd ancient voyag ,and the 
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7 • 

eri 

on; U 8i 

u auld apr d its If ely round g n nd produce it 

e intric t djust nts w could n v r v n in the s 

produe axe pt by d truction? 

gins of the littl boo I h d r co d th of p ti 1 

1e t 

th yt be n publ! h d: t 1 unch d fro US to hit 

t llit wlth t 0 men on bo dj milit Y mi 5i fro US; 

u sian roCk t to ncircle on.' 

I 1 y the with eyes cl0 d, the little red book till in my band. It 

e ad ab urd being fright n d of 1 thing uch a th , unlockd door own-

r or G org S· nburn , or. on. If th oar had b n u hed op n 

and · nburne d toad ther wi th hi s "ling knife, I think I could hav fought 

him off with gl c. t i ort nee did th e pI a ant littl no ? 

It s like r di in a bo k fro for ---fro only t anty, hirty year 

whe ne d th Y d t d ut th , 

croon d · th sri f th n citing or vin or 

writ r wrot in the p ac of the afore, con oling or ho ing tori 

hen the 1 d s what auld y8 e n front 0 you, to upport your f t, d 

d th one y coul b relied on to 

th y v d th ir lips l.n 

d eff cta on th I 

picked up in C ndg) I h dn't 

the thundering r n out i ,just 

the ound of th lin s and th rh 

1ik the p rt 
t 

can 1 tion to 

nt 1th the light 

of long ti 

I 

, gazin 

, bet an u , o en 

n did d thought 

00 of Tenny on ltd 

ti 0 bro in thr ugh it, "th 

1 t ex qui si te con 01 tion lay: t t ju t 

of In e , 

uit Th bitt ttra as 

our blood. 

1 on. 

ssing: thi n I ud nJ.y 

aak , 100 ng into th ye 0 uri a 1 

din he littl d 

t 0 ng. I r ali d 

s p ,her h r di hevelled. I tri d to ocu my yes on h r, shielding 

the gain t th light • 
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' Hullo ,' I hi p red • 

She no d d lig tly, wit out ying nything. 

t' the ti ? ' I sk d hr. 

'About four. t 

t' t e 

re hed del . • 

d. 

477. 

'Oh. t s a d looked er e r-rin s shook as she d 0, 

giving her t old­

groiousne s b dly u d. 

'P erma' l ' 

with it hint of 

'I di dn I t like t he fl t any re. ' 

'Y • t 

'Have you b n 

Sb nod .d, 

'All I did 

th Gri g?t 

dInt on, t llier i 

cry, 0 h nt.' 

he?' 

said so thi out polie vi t,I I aid. 'I t ttru?' 

y or d with te r in h r ye • 

v n.' 

ould th y?t 

'They 

tion, but t y on king bout Grigg. I 

I at up: t for?" 

I I' fright n d, Gl n! Tell h t they ant! t 

She beg n crying, d 1 d her he d on my houlder, tting pYla ,in 
_ t 

one of th p had tri d so oft n th t ming. 

'I kno 

tri nd of hi • 

I 

h 

d I a to h 1 

ot h ard th 

t she s d. "Th Y , 
l' 

her, b I h d o f 

po n with t s in th 

I Gl n, th y d talk d to you one J didn't they?' 

'Yea. Li 1 S b , th t's 

d thy didn't out Grigg?' 

' No. ' 

'Ho do you know it nit ally bout Gri gg all th ti 

' Th Y didn't ntion hi • 

nt to kn hy I'm 

only r the ord 

ye " hile trembling 

l' a aid. 

'They nted to kno t e t ad bout one night,' he told me. 'That' 
h t they're ing questions out, hen P rcy th re---th t night, hen 
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478. 

er t th club--th y ere talking bout 

'Oh, yes. t 

11, I ouldn' t hel kno ing wh t th Y 

ss ere. t 

aid. t She 8 oka in a whisper, 

hile th hous 1 y i1 nt 1° list n r. 'They're never ti £1 d. And I 

mu tn t t talk to anybody. I . e t t top Gri t lking to ,can I1' 

t, he t 8 bout 2?t 

'Y • 

'About d 1 or tori ?' 

1 t t kind of thing, and I dontt ant to under t d it. It can get you 

into troubl. Th y t he said. To find out ho ch I kno. I told 
him th y c ___ I 

'Told he?' 

f Grig. And he w nit bother d. d it routine visit • 

t .L ly?' I his ar d. 

' You kno I do. You t e in it too. I told th police all I oould---

I 0 It blo it out of can I7 I s id it was s fir d fro the 

orbit. Gui d on to y t get. You s he cle I out it? 11, th 

police sa t t. I 0 n't fore the word out of ·nd a£ r I' e he rd 0 ch 

out it. But th y nit tisf'i d with th t. They think I know re. So-

ti I think t 

t , y1' 

'I don't ou n ver kno i th hi. H t s got hi finger in 

pi • 

Sh nt on looking t with te nd I took her hand. 

d you live in hi fl t for?' I d. 

t 

couldn't Y J orge ent in pri on. That. 

• I thought Peroy oing to ,I a that 

muoh of fool. 1 tone 1 I d to gi e u ~ digs, then Palermo 

started ing about with ,but I didn't like hi y. e nt you to 0 do 

on 11 fours d it do in funny y8 and do thin I don't think ar hygi nic. 

I th • Grigg. Sh pulle out of that one.' Sh looked t tb 

ourtain Idl , her f ing for 

tAr nIt you 80i g to eep?' 

'I' not o1.n b ok th r. I h d of Sir ho w s fra d up one , got 

in th th wro her han r If. Anyw y, she w s foun han · ing. 
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Sh nt to 1 

thing hush-hu , 

' Shall I 

r ref rre 

d he h ad her 1f. t 

hot 11 f I d. 

'I on't be on, o!' 

'St Y he , th n.' 

479. 

h r b Ok to the police, it w 50me-

d I nt to n e , for c ption, d it' tru, P erma 

ook 

kno 

f oe in. 'I Peroy 1 

bout t t. 
t sh I 

t night, he kno 

s get t1ddled. I don't 

s d with the tear pouring down h r 

. th Gri g no , he doe n t t em 

to mind, h smiled t Grigg, you now the So ti I look t P t 

and think ho lucky sh i, she tand up to ale be ne~Qr got into all thi , 

there p 0 1e ho get into it and peopl ho don't, itts your f te, which i 

~h t Palermo i8 W ys t lling I told P roy out th police, but h sbrugg d 

too. ' 

'I Pal orri d?' I 

on't t y in hi 0 fl t. d he on't h ar bout th olio. 

t h 01 out.' 

11 no • 

n you took thes 

I 0, no, no,' be 

tb t bec u of the polio ?' 

s if she didn t t like it van 

ntion d. 'Th t W 5 Percy. org introduc to him, I s in group of 

p opl , you know 'If nng fun, but t y e the kind of peop1 who don't do 

ything by oci nt, George s one of t , I liked hi , bud to h v in 

for drink, he v r laid fing r on , which i on of the things I liked out 

hi • or kind of dvant r he like to g t ad up in thi ,h I in 

it for th ki 

in t nd. 

finding out I 

t. It' 
g t d up 

v y u got 

t, ooording to Pal , ys 8 mist 

, thinking I going to ry Peroy d th n 

oth r n org' 11 t. Y t org isn't h 

d ut, d ccording to Pal rmo you only 

org if you' t to, it f te inol " s you th t y •••• 

nt ?' I d. 

t~ , I uppos I could go and it t ho But you 't out off ~ ur 0 

lif like t t ••• ' 

'" not?' I 

t's t t 

d ber, 

iting?' 

t hioh he only lookedt d hook her b d • 

he s d, noddi to ds my littl r d book.. 'I 

looked t it before you oke up. Youtre in with the really, aren't you, Glen?' 
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g t 0 p,' I . d. 'You c h ve :y b d. I I va 1 pt 

enough. d t six. 1 

I u had me g ntly i th h r hand d aid, 

' No , you I'll ju t 11 down t the I on ' t di turb you. 

I pi d th Ii ttl r d book tIl 

l ' 

c t of dr r. 

to th r 1 y,' sh id, 'so I don't 

. hy I houl my irt on.· Sh took oft h r 00 t, th n her blou and rt J 

1 

o n. 

d 

r turning if the Ii ht h got into b d th only her pettico ton, 

to th sid 0 the d, p in only 0 t over her, 0 t t 

• 
u I 

lying in b 

on h 

t 

ing s 

I 

on hi 

ur:L lis The 

d, d ull d t blank t over h r 

tog there 

dar, d I h 

, en 

and 

ne1 

oun h r ne • s 

d by th c-

quint thout 

ri al 

en lit, and it hone 

d th or w 

11, 11,' h s d, f • L 00 sy. ' 

'Y , t d, , G C , t~_ ... & out th poliee. t 

'Sh urpri ingly g ntl w y 

th, , your 

nd of the bed, c fully s t to 

I ill ro d uri l' n 

'I'd t th t,' he d, g tting u 

ourt n . ' ' But th thi 

' I 

you've got 

b d, P 

r , if that·s 

or v rything.' 

nou 

He s ·led. 

o 

it 

ord against you. He s ys you're contemporary.' 

o th t hi 

I I aid. 

nj nt • 

, 'h sid. 'As u 

'But her husb d won't he r 
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'Did you see his faoe?' she sid • 

under hi e s. ' 

She looked oross the fe 

'It's bad wh n h gets tho patch 

t the nndo dis yw 

visible, an said without looking t , 'There i ntt h ho e in 1i ,i re? 

Nobody 0 b lieve in, nothing to h 

hope, sp oially just before he doe s t 

roy s you e 1 ul 0 

shit on you. bounc s. I 

don't boune , ·th ull t • 
, al rmo 0 s or you,' I d. do no th t. H ai n you 

sleep if I harmed you he'd g t or it oon r or ter.' 

'That's h t h and I ate b in hi our1t au co 

o f bad, itt s bett r to be h ted by anot r man than like by hi , he got into 

thi , I'd never h:v' taY1 d ·th hi if it h dn't en for hi treating 

h bel.ng. At lea.st George. treat d 1ik dirt. That's hy close 

to me with th t bloody gre t h ndbag h c ria round, d oft rs 

nd calls hon y, b cause of him. You houldntt b tr ted 1 n bing 

if you' r not one, and tar wh t I've done youtr not on • t 

t ffuy not?· 

'Th girl with regul 

ut I 

be t don't get t te like 

th Y puk h n they do, nt t ho 

about ig house in the country ummers on the vier. 

of oh, he ha wn to hi count , he t ok 

coupl of aks, hink: I a. human ere 

don t t <l sen to be, an you have to st otto 

ig Jump 

n 

up to be h or ture, but I didn't, I 

people round me, they ntt good enough for 

working for Ch ldler- i li s---' 

I suppo , t at w s 

'You orked or.!Ed!?' 

tur d 

ng 

ittl 

for 

no • I 

ll, in the office, kind ot typist. I us d 0 the t !DO tly. Then 

it 

I typed for Palermo. I w no virgin but I had quiet ire. oney tart coming 

my w y, and the typing I did for Pal rmo be c me kind of cove , for me 

Then I did 1 ss and 1 typing. I didn't see Ch ndler- "i li m any mor • • s a 

nice man. t 

'You began to get ohequ ?' sid, int r st in thi p icular oin. 

'Y s. Ten or twenty t first . Then on '1 fifty . I didn't h :ve to think 

of tax rebate and insur nee and picking up my g packet ev ry k. I wa 
floating. I didn t t see my mother any r, not more than once in six months. The 
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first f ch qu 

silly, you kno 

re fro Percy, to help 

ote not with it 

"th ~ shopping or so thing damned 

ying" ' t your If h t, ling'. 

Then s t 

fees for 

at bi gar th y He re y 

• I told th y er for 1, and he 

said no , you' 

1e 

coupl of lov r 

tion. I too 

liev him until t 

of 0 n. 

imp ti n. 

1i vin. At 

nt. t 

i f 

t ',Into Y' ur nature uit, 'ou ---you'r 

rarely out of it ys, nylv y, it em.' 

Sh round on him tone, h r u.r1ou ' Shut y ur mouth or I1U 

quit' , 

, you got 0 thing ored on? ' he shout d b ok, hi ye tin hr. 

fir t ti or in thi w Y J un t t hi fin r 

b t fo d 11 ht1y 1 be t. Thy 

He took d r tur d to t Ii ht • hi 

ba to da u , 

The y' 

for ndwicha d be 

of damp proof , 

uriel d Iitting 010 

he found r oe cle he ero sed it 

'I don't want you r 00 ni ed, I h 

ch of the t , hile h or. d 

C dl r- 1111 

o don't.' 

d nt on Wltil du ual br 

in fro ik I d k-roo , 

1 sort d, 0 ti 

un orldly stil n s. On e ch print 

or yon. 

J giving 

hi c 

le . 

s ru ling bout 

ti nging on the phone t in bout 

d collectin 

one-guin fa or 

fourt en hil lin 

r nt, t 

don't e. 

duty hould bee d, 

'I' 
Th ret so 

re on hy th y' ther . 

But I 

pact ble. 

He now his v Iue , Glen, f hurd, focus in n y b onlt think h 

doesn't. ne er a 1£s h re the money oomes fro . No that's 

to look at it beoause in that way he c go on thinking himself spect hIe, hioh 

hel me too. If there's allythin you ant cleared ith the police , go to him. 
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All his reI tiv str t They 0 lot. ell, I 0 th lot 

too. No at tUB, I don't deny t t. I 

oved ho oount, e on to the p opl ho don't count, 

nd ho ro nd. ell, the h Is o round for the , it 

w s b n. rythin h touohes ~ car t'ul d dul 

Th t ri ht, uriel? Sh took no notl.O , 

sitting on the floor in h r ki ono. he 

nt on paring b r inger-n&11s, 

r at 

unu 0 tur ly hen 0 f t m 8 to be 

1 th OUB here they sn tah tit. t 

To ri uria1 1 ugh d, uic ru h 0 re th, t n her f c 

riou if he regr tt d it. 

The ro stiflin and y th ti the 8 t en awe tran 

down ur bodies. ith isha of ~ 1i t side and ito 

off the 1 nd let th chill, d.aInP r tre in. t 0 

01 an t 1 d . ad our Iv down. 

d 

n's my dat ?t I ad hi -- d I dded to uri , 'I don't ev n choos my 

own tea: t 

' Seven t the, club.' 

I d oi d to dr 5 dy for tb ev nin d hil I doing 0, g1 oi 

no d th n at urial qui t reb Ilion t p c 

in nd th n oi ion of ction. to victim any 

r. I'd h d good night's rest, my • nd 1f 0 J I felt strong. I 

to up et Grigg 's little pl. t po er I h d I 8 going to us • 

to sign 0 thi ,but not with th vile It was gOlong 0 b story t r 

J 

I ft bef th other t 0 and drank qui. cu of tea t th Strand alace, 

buying 0 av ning p per. No r ports about Grigg. e tomorrow! 

PI nty. He ould s e if h 'd bought • I h d rs in my t d look d 

t my atoh. Ryan c uldn' t b x e cted in his offi be or ning. I mi ht 

even tell Gri gg h t 'd on. I vieti per p Ii , but I 

going to prov my elf no hor t Ie t. 

It sdk d dull rain h d st 

He W 5 there, and my na. or. e d Ii 

office . th thre or four other t ble , 

ith g 11 Y roof. 

d when I alk d round to yan's of ice. 

I tr ight 1n--- n untidy 

d girl comi g in nd out the hol ti 
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11, G f , ith dly 81 oe t I in proof 

oft penc"l, tho gh h hi broth ly J • S "t it out quic . ht 

v room for it. • 

'I n't h d ti to t to y to ther,· Is· J tI've be n doing 

1 y, b t I'll ju t giv you th cou 1 of cony rs tiona. t , 

H nodd d uickly d :lull d 1 g bl d in front of hi ,r dy to t 

not 

ju t on thin,' h ai, p uddenly, If 

o offic no • in hi bro th rly 1: 'I ettl ccount 

o through our 

th C itol 

ldin • 

, I un r t d t 

Anoth r tch of girl ca ys but h took no notice f : 

th I e It n it 

th re i e. It 

t occupyin he n t 

y and ght tt d out with n 01 

pan "'U!II""'l"IAd 11k in 1 or tory---' 

s "a , etly, hout loin up. 

ecret, t h d nothin to do th th 

peopl 

they w 

or ts 

r ju t th r to tch be t 

do th thinkin for th 

1 ctoral CCloWolI"Q.,!I.M<J~'~ 1 0 ed 8 d you couldn't pecify ho this 

minor! ty oouldn • t , though milit Y ly 
th b· g t all lif invisibly, th y 

d whole e v ry cti ity on the e h 

so t t nothing old-f hioned like fi hting coul h en in thout the . ority 

kno lng. He d r ldent he nt b , giv n to him by thi 

inv i lee ority, ot rid of, ju t 

lost it und . thout kno lng hy. He ~ d the 

• He id for hioks, 

f ct can only b f oed b y t i mi or ty. H ri orld 

Juld b troyed but th t wa the point of the hole thing. "d these ti 

r h 11, th 1 Y with n 0 could t gh hell wit out flinching . 

He also se d to be aying th t this . nority on of what he 0 11 survivors---' 
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11, hy don't th y k e 

ctly,' h s'd ith 

indi t. ' 

ui t be tit? ' 

g nial ode 'ut only 0 of th i 

irl c in and 1 

the 

t· 11,' I . d, holdi 

1 n,' h 

dh t one b ok 

1 it th roo 

I 

it 

b 

t 

o h th 

off. 

.hi y on th ittle 

r ali d with 

ht 

through 1 

c 

do 

I 

t. I 

An 

. dell of 

in ood night t ~ 

Grigg, t 1 

th 

f c 

p at ni 

ar to t 

I f ·oun 

to et into 

but th fir t pe on I 

c-

hi 

front of h r. smiled oned 

'I' on dat ·th hi lord hip,' s 

uch reli f to th t It do n. 

t 

. n th t h had ur nt ork on 

ffort 0 ind r to y, I ot up, 

"'ging . 

' eha ri • t 

nd '11 , , n th • 
n. 

iv to no bin • 

turn! to th o.£,1'i C J 

It 

y qui 

J dra 

to run. 

on t 

ov r • 

aid with 

I 

hat w t 

d 

of 

I 

n in tnt, 

ching the roo . I nt 

, undJ r t 

up t ir 

rry ? 

Ithr y 

traffic. It 

t' , 
n 

t it did. 

t go to 

th 

to 

oler 
"..,. 4~ 

half-

th n 

ty 

with t 0 g1 in 

ted J. 

wink. Tb ound of h r voice 
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'Oh, I thought they ere sort of unted up 

spar taly.' He . thed in an od y, and gave 

y should he? t 

te ard, 

a qui 

4 1 • 

d he di d th shots 

mil • 

' No, I an, isn't it rather uncomfort hI , I me n nIt you in danger of 

being ort of inters ted in her, and th t kind of thing, if you're both naked?' he 

sked. 

' No,' I said, 's x doesntt co that~. othing to do ith nakedness.' 

tOh:' Sols y said with 1 ugh, looking t the other. 'That' ne 8!' 

Dorn lling see d to know y h t I nt---aft r 11, f d had experiences of t 

same ldnd---but he snIt going to co _ t hi re human tter. But I 

suddenly turn d on him nd said, 'Don't you e?' 

fluttered and 100 ad ay, then murmur d to ty part of the room 

with smile, 'I oUldntt know.' 

, An y, from hat I h d k en on it, eh, court? t Grigg said. 

' Oh, he's setting up tan thousand copies---I don't kno t could be better 

ign of oonfl.dence, t Sal ey told him. 

'Y " Grigg . d sol mnly, i thout the slights at int r at, 'I think it I going 

to be a gr at book . t 

'I re er old A . , , 
Dornelling said, the u 

in the Sixth Fleet, in the 

on any kind of photogr ph, pend hours -i n hi a 

dark roo , produced 0 S ot of the a a. t 

' Oh, I kno • ncoln ell,' Grigg · d in way th t ho ad he prob bly didn t t. 

'They till t d, from thirty ya b ck. One of th tine t 

ntiqua colleotion in the St tea.' 

tt his no l' Dorn 11i08 sked, lver m ories ncing in his 8Y' s -

Uk th s a. 

' Oh, chewing the f t ith ot r retired personnel,' Grigg aid. 

hi self r noh and ne ite. t 

y-ho for life in th op n, ' S lsey d with a roo sigh. 

overwor. hen I w forty I nobody e m b yond the confine s of th 

more. ' 

t, with all these states Percy bs? t 

' Think he got 

'I retir d t o 

at End any 

' My job f s dminiatering him in London,' Sal 8y id with slight wink t t all 

but inti ted disloy ty to Klydonhall . I Someti I think I ' bing de use of.' 
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a lot 0 on hi nds. I had to argue it out ot hi tor thre olid 

1 t. Fir t of all I told him I sn't going to 

sign tion unnec 55 " i1y, and s cond Nig 11 n old 5chool-

11, in t nt out °th t.'y all 1 ughed. 

th lounge tor a£ter- "nner drink nd I recognised 0 f ce 

bator, inoludin Tan' , though his f ce s 1 8S terrible no 

he corner, looking ne hi eyes 1 

subtle-lookin • to think t h t my fe o sudden and 

, could. p and t t he h lnt ro t in • 
rently. on Sel y, ho 

he of the room ther • Pew J talking with a 

young couple, ionall , his hair tussl d s if h slept io an office. 

e no ffort to tal , i tting back in our mohair, Grigg swirling the b~ dy 

round his unconsoious ay ,staring before hi 80 th t hi eye 

bore ugh hi lin d f ce, foroin~ th ir ay 0 t f hard Skin. 

, > ell, C Sal y .. d with long y wn, 'P roy's safe for a tew hours, she's 

rather r?' ad Gn g • 

tTo bell,' rigg gro led, 'one mouse i another. ' 

• I f in dna · S t, , sil nt 1 ugh that 

00 hi ne r thought s nanny. Still, I gat more 

inked t Do ling ho n urred, only "ling, letting the re it 

f d • 

ivor,' Grigg told S s y. I hat' what counts" Threadneedle 

Street do the bill t the but you didn't.' 
' It t that,' Selsey aid, smiling his split-or ga amil • 

'They nev r di any good, t Grigg s d, and there s 1 ughter. 

'I us dto go to bed ly, 1 Y fiv,e oe w k and b long to P 10 club, 

Y f ther I.nti , t Sls y ant on. 'I u ad to about g ttl.ng 

1 oe 1n th country and hundred or s. I don't think! t H rippled 

g in. I I s o d st1.11 but ll.f didn't . en I fin ly ok up I found myself 

only Just toler d t 0 body 1s t country pl body 1 hundr d 

or s" Aot y, 
lak d the 

roy's got b ut tbr hundred, h ntt 

'he sk d Dornlling. 

hen you inolude the 
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o oth':' c ntury!' 

11 

vot t 

hU_"~16 1 h. 
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11, I' l l push 0 f on y mi 

sigh nd tr tching. c 

Th hite-

voi 

95. 

on of roy,' S l y • d, g tt1ng u with 

hur, chalk thi one to 

ok to Grigg, hi ro 

The oth 

th 1r gl 

They 

hand in hi po t, in ubtl 

• oy, do 
" , 07' -

t . t Gri g tt r d, loki after th thr h hi e brow. 

court) ho 1 . t H 

o ni t du y. t 

'I' 1 I 

H ui 

note into th co 

r . 

'Y , Gl n,' in 
:va our 0 or toro. 1 t. ' 

t 

he vy 

hi long 

nothi.ng, 

hi 

thrJlsti 

't it do &in an I 'Co on, 

d, tif it t s all the to you.' 

th?' you 1 

It as still 

t ,pr in a pound 

ning, with light gu t of 

kn s of t taxi, ya ·ng gain, 'w 

of io t r S , then 

time, duck d forward, hi 

,~~~ hi ye deep round ok t 

8 th Y l:t d . th hi f os, 

, troking hi chin. All the ay he aid 

t th tall hit col 0 the L1Q. h pulled 

th • long groan, crouching p t d 

hand . thout ai ting for chang • 

rella, and th n in t 

ir ntranc fe. Gri t h 

hil 

tree, unt d in it 

'I s only ne ary for • 

corner behind gilt-painted 

fence k an th s band---

app out th ir g od-e nings 

to Grig , and th h d u his tt nt on giving 

Grigg xtr tall distinct10n t ad on the t ble cool~y, 

looking round th 00 . bottle of hi y, d t 0 glasses. I oould B e my 
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n tho 

Bu I 

r 11 f. o I ~""""TI"'" 

But I k 

nth: :y f i1 

ethout loa in 

wor. in :r . ' 
H nudged ' Boy, he 'I 

I s · nly on to 0 thin, n' t I?' 

'You di 't i 

b n p nt i 

. e botch It. 

t t uli 

hotel 00. 

i it to 

d b n. 

d b ow d 

un 

• 

ch 1 ou , 

Ilk . 

tt r f r you t an she did ? 0 my nd, Gl , • 

h B 

min, 

Ie ned hi houl r conti ntially in t 

got no 

?' 

y, th u. 
'I ouldntt kno 

'I don't v n 

to you yo 

t , 

t onc. You 

' N 

do • 
th t tru 7' 

'Y s.' 

fe, ey ing peop1 

thing--- ou 

lik it 

do ntt 

ex than eto c t. f 

you , t h 

0 , G n, 

in te • 
1 ri ht. but he only c 

to Burp ieee 

ng. 'I though it 

,you, 

ther pillo • th your bo s • oni t . f 

He nt on, 'G n, if you'r 

r tty n ty The 

I thi yo ' r 

I'll tell you t . - - - don't st pity on t 0 

• I ' d 

ar oul-

t 

Th polio tti hr 

for th co art. ' 

to • e or tah d his 

I caul It giv her 

She didn't 

t i 

el , n 

to face so 

uit ti 

j t in c th t i true 

do 't co thro g • Your 
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v us in 

' But,' a 

ti J too b d. 

qu rter fro a 

'I . ght. ' 

'You 

you 

you y 1if , you 

• fo o you 

11, I 

r at on t he f ·· ct t t you t ad th i th paper 

d your If indi pen 

t 11 col t ur 

your ·n ow bout it. 

1. ' 

1e to t 

, you ju t ve, 

An I think th t' 8 

f n u , and took ip fro hi gl 88. 

d, tr t d, "f you didn't g t through t any 

d, turning his f ds, t ould you xp ct 

iv n no to?' 

tit. ot fro thi one, yw y. I'll t 11 

v 'n if you'd giv n me qu r, v n if I 0 d 

tt ax ct fro if you nt do . 
ad • 

f 1,' h linking if he fe d tb ord, 1 t alone 

th cone t. G t d off th bu • lout. un of b d luck, wh tev r 

you Ii 

n • 

y. ' 

I A coul . 1 in your ye , b t h ght thing 1 • 

'You hit it, Glen. t' why ne d no q ere Hi exp ri no 1 

on rubbish p of h °ty, but t t' , gh be ppi r th t 

?' lid. ' But Chri 

'Chri t 

t led, didn't 

on. It th bigge t ictory of all ti , I .. 
n th bu,' I d. 

, 
• cruoified. e • d b orucifi d today, 

yb. ' ght hit you b t n th ey 5, Glen---

I 'd b • ng t hi, d puttin vineg in his 

un • 

'Yo ould?' 

' I oul • I'v , no y gr t pictur of 0 virtu . I' 
h o to God, by I conf 

P rh p yo don't n he 

er siv ly, 'thi is t-u, ? 11, 

th tt or f · , . e to 0 1 it. P ople 
t h, 11, t throu h! Tho se ho don' t, t Y fall out--- ybe 

to b tt r thing J like Chri t, ma.yb not! ut th p tt rn' al ys th 8 , the 
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old h 

how I look tit.' 

I ell,' I 

'I thi 

g t t eu , 

up -th th ir 

he toni ht---!' 
, Glen, I do! 

rig t through 

1 :v tory, d 

hol of my b 

of anything el 

night, I s y t 

I don't 

lif'. 

1 

498.-

and conflict. ery "nut I conflict, th 

f Y ort of r Ugi to 
on th t r 1i ·on. ho th t to 

Thoe th t don't, too 

t Y i 

y th oul t 

you 0 

n I 

, th Y 

d. It' 

'I 
C SY, 

d 

hole 

t go 

tink 11k 

Gl n, "th th 

oor Q&IIlUe! t.1 

lit i, it' damn d, rott n, 

u can I t think 

tog th r very 

think of your id s, you no wh t thi 

st,y truggl, ou'v got to fight, you 

thing 11k j ouay nd stuff like stn't giv in to y of thea 

th t---' top d f nt, 

light 

don't 

t 

in hi yes • ' Gl D J 

out her. 

r, 

of you:r , n th just 

the 
t 

didn't g t 

nt t t th 

Y to my that girl, I 

i d th she 

Y u no I follo her round to that offie 

tt r t y'v gone d lled her 11 on 

g d n of light I d I 

s b ck to th ot 1 I try and s tch h t 

I , d, boy, i s: I told her his rni n s p aping 

throu h, I 
? And I. thi 

d nie 1i ing 

conditi n i it' 

· ght be 

d to 

in th t. 

't that t 

out the 

thin 
If to ut into 

cldn his 11 'You kno I 

al or t hat 

I y' being the ti • He paus d, 100 "ng t 

in conoluive y, his lip ur d. t I an?' 
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e' conq ering ry ct of life, 
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, tar long p soft 
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ong to t e t tion th us?' h nt on • 1 hera's 

t It ' s 0 y roun th corn r. Phon h r ? 

t his hand on do 

al 

r dI 

d don't 

Str 
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it q • ckly, 

t d een t 

d 

did it n, 

t utt rin voio t 

outsi , et au cup 

to th t, hak Il8 

iting. 

spare 

d, speedi st hreP 

, 'You don't kno it t ? ' 

nt behind CL ,in b roo 

db n 

curiosity, th t 

The t ood; 

, 
tails to th up rint ndent---no mark 

noil , hiae ale 

y he do d 

st, 

hole 

t n. n I'd finis if I 

ti , 

s quit bu 

, 0 t 

n t 

tten 

eu , the police 

str tched and nt out , 

o one in th 
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• So let t have your side of it,' the policeman said, with a touch of 

ultimatum. 

t ell, I came in about dawn, and that's what I found. t 

t C me in from where '? ' 

'The 1810.' 

'The night-olub? t 

'Yes. ' 

He g :va long look, as if' this revealed much, d aid, getting up, 

ng on a mi ute.' He fetohed a pencil and pad from th superintendent's d • 

en did you ~e ~e the olUb exactly?' 

'Just hout dawn, I an light was just coming up, I don't kno the exact ti 

• Alone?' 

tYes.' 

• You nt to this club alone?' 

t No. i th a friend. t 

01' 

• Professor Grigg.' 

tv t does he do for a living?' 

otur • 

He looked at for long ti ag in, and I realised that ~ eye war wet. 

I took out my handk remef and wiped th m. I felt calm, though I still shiv red. 

t And thi is your room, where e were just now?' 

'Y s, for the ti being.' 

I Can you x lain what he w s doing in your room? ' 

' He used it so ti s.' 

t for?' 

'I don't kno • 

'I reckon you do kno, tee ' 

' Well, it' not busines,t I said. 

'It's our ,thQugh.' He made note and aid while he 

'Your name, ple e.' 

s still writing, 

I g v it to hi , and he asked at once, 'The deceased, . hat's his n ?' 

'John Palermo. t 

t t the firm?' 

t Capitol Holdings Ltd.' 
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'You rk for them?' 

, ell, y .' 
y , ell' yes?' 

'I an, I haven't for long. 

'Ho did you liv J then?' 

, Oh, he gave me money. t 

o did? t 

'Palermo. t 

' . t i thi firm, exactly?' 

1 didn't get r gul 8 ary.' 

' Well, ort of pr as- g ncy, publicity work.' 

, Vb did you live before you got this job? t 

'I liv in It y. I only c over a f eeks go.' 

50 • 

This time he g ve me a hard look and aid, 'Now, 100 , let' 

bottom of this. Suppose you just tell e erytbing you kno , 

you c to thi country--- , H interru t d hi self. 'You' r 

you?' 

get to the 

tarting with by 

nglish, ar nIt 

'Y s.' 

'Born or naturalis d1' 

'Born. ' 

ere?' 

I h . d a phone ring in another roo J and w nt on answering hi s que stions 

qui tly. The answers came with great ease bec us I wasn't afr d any mor • 

I had tho reli ved ~eeling that I baCk in the world after a strange absence, 

and this uiet inquisition w s nee , for me as 11, 0 as to put my life into 

the grip of f eta again. 

Th sup rint ndent came in and hi per d Bothing to the other man, and th y 

both look d at 

'The uperintend nt s~s there ARE ign of violen ,t the man told 

narrowing his eyes. • ot viol nc xactly, but 0 truggle took place. 

anything about th t? t 

'0. t 

, 
Know 

He turned to th uperint nel nt J • I think f ought to If} t this other chap here, 

a prof sor, they ere t th 1810 1 night, so he s :y .' 

The sup rintend nt looked at with nt y bl akness: ' You re at a 

night-club? ' 

·Yes. ' 



• 

• 

• 

t otten go to night~olub8?' 

' ~h n ark calls for it, yes.' 
, . or. ?' 

'He's some sort 0 press gent,' the polio told hi • 

Th up rintendent 1 ok d down the police's pad: ' . at's this, you live 

in Italy?' 

'Y s. t 

' \Vhat e you doing here?' 

• 

'I c ov r to g t job for ti ,then I thought I'd get m.y wife over---' 

'You ied---any children?' 

tOn • I 

har 7' I a d t m. 'How long ar you going to keep 

, ~ 11, 1 t' ut it this y, 

'Y s, I ee t t.' 

~e to guard against foul pl y.' 

h doing on your b d?' the su erintendent 

th t he ea d to dart down on me "' like bird. 

d uddenly , so 

11, h u d it 80 ti s, I an he used to leap there.' 

'Didn't h hay place of his 0 n? 1 

'Y s.' 
'And did h expl' n what h anted your roo for?' 

11, it 8 his 0 fica, I h d no right th r rally.' 

'You're biding $ thing fro , but I'll find out h t it i , t he d, 

hi yea with their peculiar oft unpanetr ting t n city. 

Th rEt w re re bell-ringing , and th police di a pe d, and then r turn d 

gain. 

'I'll t 11 you h t happ n d, t h s d to ,'Ion he 

your roo 5 d h didn't us his flat b cause he's married. t 

right?' 

'I don't kno • 

as with a man in 

added, 'Is that 

'11 ch ek up on ho long you t the 1810, nd h n a fe 

co in you c go . you like mischief?' 

, 0.' 
' Sho your If u in it, then.' 

Ona of the ta~ d . th , hil the ot er phoned. I gay mor fact 

bout my lit , with int rruption , and olie men c and ent from their point-duty, 

s ying hello nd i muttered jokes hile they gave lndiff r nt glanoes. 
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In th cour 

alermo' s pri v t 

apparently still 

of' hour they oontacted Grigg at hi hot 1, found out 

ddr and sent pl· n-clothe s n round to uriel, who 

51 ep. 

1 • 

as 

The sup into th room suddenly and said,' know who he was 

with. It th pro essor's wife, wa nit it?' 

• It you kno, by me? • 

'No, you could have s ved us the trouble. t 

s lon Ai t hil the po t-morte bein r p~ d. I gathered 

that th C olioe wer being infor d, and 0 d vi it Lou. 

The qu re no over, and I a ed if I'd had breakf st, to hich I 

said no. So th superintendent invited into another room, h re to ~ urprl 

h sat Qown th hil ood as brought from a 4:itoben t the far end of the 

ton corridor---e g , tried bre d, to toes, r tea.. H mumbled odd little 

que stions to , · thout form, and made no reply wh n I poke. 

t I' m going to 1 t you go home soon,' he said, 'but you t d 5 :va your own time it' 

you r on d on t p for day or t o. Kno h t procuring i ?' 

'Y • 

er do any?' 

o. 0Jhy?' 

' So body b n 

o aid th t?' 

ge ting you procured for your bo Any truth in th t? t 

t Th rof or aa to think: it ouldn' t h:v happene d without you. on t t 

d, pu bing his plat .way and uaking his teeth, 'there isn't th 

basis or charge ther .' 

tting up, he said, ' y ould you like the morning paper? You'd b ttar tay in 

h re till th 0 at-mortem come 8 through.' 

The ne sp ers came. and I picked out yan's tabloid with its red headlin s. 

I hop d I h d don my ork t 1e st th re---b d burned tJy boats, could 1e :ve the 

country with THAT comfort t least. There was nothing on the front pa.ge about 

Grigg. But there in the ddl , op 0 i te shion, under banner h adline : 

UNS LE B OTHERHOOD. Th article was bout a so-call d Afternoon As embly 

at C t hich Grigg h d spoken the day b ore: f The prof Bor, introduced 

by • Charl a Dornelling, made an appeal tor a ne f i th, to bring us 1 vel wi tb 

the new fronti r of knowl d.g , space and teohniques achiev d in our time. Thi 

n ith, he id, oul be the establis nt once and for all of ina lible v lue , 
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d th d f t once for II of th 

vic. coul be de t th 

re itie of our ti 

d e could it 

nei nt en mi --- ickn 

, in th or t of politi gOY nt 

, ignor 

• 0 tion 

In 
ho 

511. 

c and 

which, 

e er 

due tlon, 

, w h d 

n po ibilitias hieh only h d to 

hould k of any ne 

dar to J y. The 

not was it good for 

nch or 

of p tty n tio 

beto 

ood for 

po i ·illt! 

club, the 11k 

I h n 

v r 

privileg 

conn ct d ut th 

it club of 

d hold it f at in on 

broth rood. t 

no ugh. In this r' ty it "11 b enough to b --

I looke for critic! ru, a touc of irony, b t t 

iel n: it i ply r ort d, nothing d d. 

oth r col for 3i n of t th 

h ubject, health confer n ,an int rn tional cong 

T ul t of the po at- rt m 0 through shortly baror 

he C ridg polie h d t lk d to or Grigg' 

Ie ad I in th 

feeling gi dy, 

on t h 

eo ort, 

no long r 

I ne 

t for 

I t 

• 

r. 
y 10 dthi , 

10 1y, 

co r r, 

'That . 1 b 

I the 

I 100 d in the 

r on the moat 

of 

noon: 

, 

din 

ehitot • 

d 

h art 

t t Y 

.. y light 

idiotic 

I 

got into S o. 

It . n't until p two th t I fo the affica, not t t I' re 1y 100 ed, 0 

ant d t 0 b ok. 

I h d mtl'I'''II1'IlJM r and stopped bart: th Y hadn't 

re 

voie 

I out tt s voic , rlish dro h oth r 0 I 

didn't r oogni 

I got to th J 0 p opl ,th Or ng ry t 

to P t. , nd h dly tur d round to look 

t il nee ha n • 

P t aid, 'Rullo J '1 n.' Sh er v n than 1a t mght, -th 
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fright ned look in her eyes. She k pt moving thi on her de ,while the 

Orangery stood ther tolidly, his ss1ve red be rd s ming emb rr ssed at its If. 

fyou re the chap at th polio station!' be s "d, th hi ight friendly 

smile nd hesitant blink. 

'Y 
t, you found him?' 

'Yes. ' 

'Th t couldn't hay be n very nice, t he ad ui tly. 

' No.' 

e polie have been,' P t said. 

only on hen I left,' I told h r. 

'Thos tow re bere, the ones ho eked you lot of qu tiona.' 

fOh?' 

tTh y'v b n t uriel ag n.' 

The ilene returned, hilee all stood together. 

f Chandler- illiams nt ov r, t th Orangery aid. 'To t e care of th 

office. ' 

'I didn't kno you re bing employed v n,' I said. 

, h, ye. P lermo put me in the other affie 

oh on . 

t 'ith Chandl r- Uliams.' 
, h. I 

H added, ' Ollle lunch? ' 

'Yes. You 00 too,' I said to Pat. 

e walked to the Strand and found our uri 1 nd I had natch d 

b~ fa.st th day b for. Tb lunoh-cro d h d gon and th re as the ound and 

smell ot w hing up_ We stat the s e table---I led th th 

t I h vn t t even shaved, I I said, rubbing face and yawning. 

' Som body phoned from Cambridg c ,t the Or ng ry told 

Th lunch as foul. I remember d the Bologna--- hould h ~e t en the th r • 

The Orang ry didn't walk baCK: to the o:rfic with u. He s id h h d to 

return to CbandJ.er- 1il1i ma, who s wa.iting for hi for .. full r port. Pat and I 

went alone, and t aimles ly in h r art ot the ottic. She did her fing rna.il J 

paint d h r lip J made cup of t • 

'I think: I'll go home, t she s id in wbi p r. 'Th r • s nothing for to do.' 
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co in tomorro ? 

' Y s, i d nin u 

o did?' 

r. 
, uttoni r 011 ti htly unclhr cle, t ou i 

t, I ut ilk ?' 

' Oh. ' S 

to d g t 

t lea t . 

• 
d dI on out" 

vol f at d. 

I t 

on, 

110. f 

' Oh, ~ .' 

clothes 

thin, 

l d. 

on 

fo f que tion 

dull blua- rg uit 

d throu h to P- .... ~ - Il ... of io, moh d to it elf 

anti 
tA 

s. 
, on a t h m 

rmng. 

......................................... 

wall . 

to " the bI nd on aid, 

on t tl , 'any i t th y' or? ' 

'I tty u? ' h aed liftin on , wit cool 100 t hi ri n • 

ns:l'/,"D'A~n you i th ra e t . , do you' he d 

"thout 10 throu h the print • 
, o. t 

, f cour not t it riou 1y , t til l b nt ov r th 
rint • ag in.' 

you' 

' Yo ck 0 It Y y ti ? t t -oth r 0 

d to d 0 lly and took 8 II not bo fro hi 

po t. At first I ttaohed no i ort nee to this, thinking it as hi. But 
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prof 

fri nd of your ? t 

'Yes. t 

Th dar 0 po 'Did you try to mb r. on ubj ct of f no with the 

or's of ? ' 
, o. Why, i th t hat h aid?' 

v r s d.' He 11 tl in hi ch ir and 

ed in nt to iv n by the 

prot f 
, o. , 

~u 

'Y 8. t 

'C 

r you of t 

' I ot at the ti 0 

blond 0 e od 

t · t 

ti nn ct d with def nee?' 

tion?' 

or to th r. f 

ot C arl Do lling t th arty? , 

littl d, 'You c n h v it o. 

?' th other 0 d. did ~ u CO l' yu 

it' 

on, I 

country. t 

'e 
I hru d. 

'Did Yl U 

t 0.' 

o 

r. I 

e f rk.· 

for 1 ~ Italy?' 

' Did h ugge t th tri l' 

I 0.' 
you 

'ot ob, 
. ~ end f 

' No. ' 

t 

1 ok rouna. 

lit in N p I l' 

it?' th dar. on d • 

Th Y nt 0 th oth r office nd r of bot d • Thy 

se med about to lis ronal hoto r apb , ut b ek. 

And they nt • I till d not go up. It on th tip of my tongu 

to th t 0 ut they c up. 

'Gl n! -11 u? ' 

I d 8 0 1y, my co top t hiv r r turning in full 

oro. 
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d th I had I 
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, tA thi rni 

to by you r ady d?' 
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'In 

t , t , ut ittll h Y 

Y 0 ur an 
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'I di it. t 
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• uitc by you do it?' Y 
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'I c byI it.' 

rro. , if 0 

to It y. t 

I thi, for ani g in my mind 

, th "tch n ut • 
"dn't 11 it any • • • e c to ;y Ji . 

1 t ' , • 
, t , ull your tog er, ' th b d, bli ng. 

'I o on 0 ing 0 Grigg, I of g tting out---' 

or t hun poun fro • Gri g?t th o the one 

d. 
, r 

':ht s t t f 

'I n't nt th rk I did, ermo gave it to , 
h tol it th n aft ard re i d h 'i giv n • it to hi • It s me ind of brJ.b r lye ' 
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pa tion in of 

n th te s my eyes. 

'11 at. y 

op n. You n arly g t 

in nough to rre t 

t • 
s i to , ' b e 

i 

rs an d on 

0 thir b ot had d rushed 

the c1 , out 

• 
z whil th ho in traf 10 

, 
.ftn '''lI ~'I'·.t!Iontly any service. The wallp per 

10 r an apt t 
I had only pulled 

e out ide into my 

a ar. chute here h r h d 

nIh d lain i n thi s all night. 

ami g---I mu tn't se to 

1£ wi shing her 

t ir . on, d th us 

ut ato pe at the 

else t th otfice ther re 

s bending to ard 

s. at's pe ace pass by 

ur:t. l' s t 1, sartin 
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'I could 
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Sh J th heigh • I f un d ith r, 

d for mo nt t r ltd n t. r fr ilty t 

and t han the £i ehind it, Ius 

o-pi c uit th tohin t hion: like 

in to for th y. 's 

otf1 d pi thi a---his sllv r oi , 
folder, two op d ottl 

n v r n. Ch Ie 

ng good-by . 

Th Or 

oorridor ~o P"'C;l4~"'" 

s. ' 

dJ , 
, with h r, hoI ng h r , 

he . d, pointin down the 

l' 

I foll d h 

ok,' he s 

'I've b n t !kin 

I h foll 

ttling down into 

u .... ~.I.\4oI.vr- 'il11 

e t---but not t hind th , 

look d into 

ork out. 

in my h 

' I don' t kno I' 

' A fri nd 0 

' A tri nd?' 

• 

1 .nin fo 

not to 
d is 

with. 

t hi orfic thi 

t pring f . 

in gin r h Or. I It ho ri ht er 

x ctIy: th t n 0 luxurianc 

if th Y obj eta, t 

rni 

d tri ndly, ntrenc ad 

tru it it oft 

• Swiburn It too hi hour to r. ' look 

t 

nt on. 

' I h rdl r.f 

' S 

' Y 
bli d. 

t?' 
,. ell, th 

f ; t on yo 

dn .. t 

s. 

b on in 

bout th t. t 
char 

'I it tru , t n?' 

• Sh ' 

t,' h s 

dl r- illi 

d, 

inst you. t 

r 0 h t.' 

h r 

• 

ute You 't e 
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Th room e usually had looked on t sea, rom height her nois caul It 

penetrate, only the shing of the av s at ro..ght d the so d 0 hip thorn • 

red in th harbour. 

I onder d 

1'0110 Pale 

o trip outh tor her. . Per p he too n to 

lu y. He h hown h r the ay. I thought 0 th 

together, 8 ithe r tiny wa to ther. 

Th Ii ttle pr yar-wheel went round and round: in the train, in the t 0 the 

h bour. It only top d hen ad it in y hand, t ding in th bedroom. 

erytMng had changed: my wife h d h d her adv ntur too. The vineyar y h 

in ruin. Terrae er brok n down--- st v , wire s, everythi A cyolone, 

th y call d it, h d torn it 1 to d , whl.rled 1t, b at n l.t to the oun in 

serle of hirlwinds that re over in three or four minutes . h outhou es had 

0011 p d, on top of my vats and cas , ckl.ng ne ly all of th m. ne 0 uigi' 

118 had split 11k an or n e. But our hous r mained,till and 

ould need every nny of the money I had de. 
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