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CURLY and GEORGE, in their mid~thirties. sbare 
a bleak tenement-flat ina town with neither character' 
no~' centre near an airport. They work at the airport, 
GEORGE in the hangar and CURLY. driving an ai~port-trollel. 

~he wall facing us is covered with multiple blown~ 
up photographs of girls in all states of undress, pve»­
dress and party-~ollit~. Sometimes the; are seen with 
GEORGE andlor· CURLY. It all looks the greatest, 1t 
too deliberate. tun: at least acontrast to the long 
unsmiling faces of GEORGE and aURLYas we see them. 

Background-sound is in the form of ~et-eng1nes. 
They tend to accompany, GEORGE's and CURLY's movements, 

. :rising and falling as :-.they raise cups ot tea to their 
lip. etc, and tilling some of the pauses in the con­
ve~8ation. These two products belong to their work 
in more ways than one. 

When they talk about their ·birds'·--Double Gl~cet 
The One· with the Voice---they ~erer to her by pointing 
to her photog~aph on the wall. 

GEOBBE's 'First World War skit' is spoken with. 
te~rlble earnestness, his 'tick tick'. corresponding: 

. to a tearful ~erk. of his race or body. He---like.: 
HAFFNER later---speaks these lines with his lips pn11. 
in an unpunctuated flow. . '. 

CURLY 18 a fat unanxiou8 man with a bright rosl 
face and staring, rather dreamy eyes. His hair is 
l1ke his name, and may be something of a ClOwn's wig • 
He 1s in a wh1te coat. 

GEORGE is thin and anxious. dressed in overalls. 
Be has lines of anxiety painted grotesquely on bis . 
tace. He winces, winks and twitches with bad nerves6 

fu\FFNER is like a terrible repetition of GEORG~. 
he is d~esBed in black. or even a battered top hat and 
tattered tall8. His face is painted deathly pale, 
with almost .. black lips., His hands tend to hang like. 
a Skeleton's. He sits or stands absolutely rigid.' 
fixing the other man with a cold stare. His lips move 
terribly fast but his face not. He is Death. Or 
rather~,GEORGE's idea of Death. 
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There is a table and hard-backed chairs, with 
a sink and stove. The door is on the actor s left. 

At curtainrise OURLY is alone, prepariDg tea tor 
b~th of them. His prepar.ations are punctuated by 

. various ~et-sounds. Just when he is sitting down 
with an idler's satisfaction to enjoy his cup of tea, 
GEORGE comes in from work 
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~t~' GlI>lUI No 1I1rde then? 

.~. ,CURL!. .Iou should know. 
, , 

;',~:: GlI)i;a, Well I didn't :fix anything up like. 

, COiLll' Well then we aball have tbe s11ence--and the ren" 
man, won' t wr! 

-­
COBL!, 

GB)1l81, 

CUiLl, 

"., GiX)!lI. 

'" CU"!'. 
~, .. ' 

", 

CUiLYa 

..... -
'-..:-

t~· '. 
GK)GRB. 

.', 

I've put tbe money out. 

So Ieee. 

I think 1 t' as ri8ht. 

I've neyer known a men look so worried over mone,. 

Well Itm not al~a.va ave o-L the aum. All right take' 
tbe pi.a. Itve been on airscrews tor eight boura. 

1'w o~ 'em at do,uble time, eb? 

Well I'm not .sv61lUl1ng &1.1. over the tarmac in Ell electric 
trolley, I mean 1 t· a on your nerv •• all the time, the 
8cream o~,tbe jet •• 

!ile,tre not acreamin& all the time.,' In ttact the1 • a:rell, 
ecream at all in you.r hangar. Itt. your nerve. that acre 

Well bow much ia 1 t ~xactly, tben? 

Elgbt pounda, ten shillings anci threepence it's been ~or 
w~l Digh two years. 

1 set contused about your contribUtion, wbiCb isn't mucb 
in all conaci ence. 

I'll tell you your weakneaa---you believe in circumstances. 
Wben a bird comea in that door 1 t bringe you to 11~e b1.~t 
1't clon't lie. So when tbey st~ awrq you teel a terrible 
let-down, don't you·! 

Well I like things to De decently or.ani.eel --not tbat 
really but you know what I mean. settled, 80 you know 
who' a calling, I mean something you can. look ~ozt"8l'd to 
every nigb'i#. aort olt cosy. 
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Sound. 11ke a :family man talking. 

Boi on JOur 11~e. still, nov and agat.n. I'Y8 been 
~:l.tt.r¥ all. dl\V. Come on, tell us a 30ke. Bettezt 
still, prove GoG exiats. You a1.W8l •• ar you can but 
never do. 

Listen, it I coulu prove it there'd be some doubt about 
i" 81d there ian t t. 

I wi8h 'my mum and. dad was alive. ~beJ' took me to the 
park every Sunday it was fine. I use4 to ame11 the 
fi ow era---

Dre8lD1nel; o~ the a1racrews on a Sllperjet. I know_ 

.ot tar wrong either. It was sex or love as you'd ear 
tbat· sot me i.nto aircraft. 

How do you make tna t ou t? 

M1 dad. put the question to me, . will you carryon at 
ecbool Drinsins in clothes money whicb your mum apenda 

. on curta1ne, or go out to work 8ld teal some money 10 
. your pocket? I was in the park every even1J18 with a 
D1ri--th1a was some years after my mum and dad took 
lie an.d I amell.d the 1'l.owere--and the image o~ the 
pocket did 1-t, it got m1xeci up neceas8l'il, wi ttl tbe 
bird. At 8chool my pocket would bave been empty in 
811 senaea. And I was no celibate. Hence I went 
into an aircraft factory where I now teel identified 
Wi tb the jet in every wtq. 

And. you \r.Qn't marry. That' a &0111& to lie heavily 
it&a1net you when you're drink1nB char with the Alm1gbt)'. 

lot entirely. Hia only Son aa1d you ab.ould be a eunuch 
it you could m8Jl86e to hold 1 t. . 

YoU'ztG no eunuch. You have a difierent bit every n1&bt. 

Just a little jet ot energy is all that' a left of me 
at'ter the eight-hour· stint, you can't build a marriecl 
11~e on the". I til very clear about t.hat. 

No, itt. deeper than that. The way you wash your8el~_ 
fbat t a no t normal.. Iou take a bath a da.y and wasb 
your pr1va"ea separately every morning on top o~ that, 
I've never seen a man scour like you, now that's not 
normal. 

Cl.etA habi tat 

But they cant t get dirty in that sbort time, unleaa 
yo~'re determined to th1n~ o~ them as dirty. ~hat'a 
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vb, tber,f\ 8 80 mucb sexual. licence at this moment 
o~ our island-history, because o~ the generations o~ 
dirty tbinld.ng that went be:tore • 

I admit that when they 81gh and breathe 811 over me 
end the' word love, cornea in I scatter and IffI mind 1111s 
wi tb· the sound and. scream o~ ens1mea all tbe wa.y bomeo 
It doean't embBBDasa m~ so much as paralyse me. 

You' Ife pel'llanen tly paralysed if you ask me. .All tbe 
vol'ci love does is to spread the paral,aia all ove~ lOU!' 
body trom a, certain place. The paralysis tben eDBU110 
lOur whole life until you aee that werytb1ng ,ou ever 
did. and ever thought about was useless, ending in the 
production at Hangar D ot one small and not even 1mportent-

(ijl)aGBI. Bui easential-
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CURLY, 

GEORGia 

CURLY, 

GlI)RGBa 

CUBLII 

-element in a super-jet engine.:' But you can't 
tur~ that in~ a shiny instrument however mucb you wash 
it, . not that. , . 

Ie uod a ald.lled or' an unsldlled. worker? 

You'ye got m8 tbere • 

Iou know sometillea,i't doea aeem you've sot a.little 
light 1n your 81..-...... ~heyt.re always intrigued by you. 

Itt a my "tea does it. 
I 

Jill aaid last night, is that nice bloke still in diSB 
with you? 

You aee George I look at t em right at tbe centre, not 
on the outside any IIOre. I used to. Qave i t up. 

I 8ald why don't you keep your voice down? She haa got 
a voice that one. I said to her one day, t aaid, loutd 
set up on your own sound-vibrations, i~ I 'had you in llJ1 
bEIDear. 

And ahe said? 

She said you're not hanns; me in your' hangar tonight 
mate, your car's too draughty. Life t 8 all b1 ts and 
.. qat. and odds and ends ient t 1 t, really? lone of 
it adds tlP~ does 1 t really? 

lot if you look at it like that. 

GlI>RGEI O~ course I worry too much. Always did. My dad had 
a 'lae, unlined w1 th worry. He went out 88 8ar17 as I 
do and he was on night ah1t't two mon'ibalm ot 'tbe year yet 
he looked as 1~ he was dreaming i t up all the time, do 
you know what I mean? It didn't 88em to touch him. 
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CUlLY, 

He bad to punch his ticket o:t a morning like me 
but he alw!Wa looked as 1:t he was doing it ltor the 
sound o~ ·the bell, do you know what I mean? 

He w~ a nice man, by your descriptions. 

Yet ·those were the pioneers o~ our present technical 
society. 

And they had no techniques at &1.1. d1d they? ~ereas' 
lou're so damned skilled i t' s 'eaten into your lite. 
After you ther~'s nothing, George • 

Ko children, no . image o~ an unlined ~ace to pass ODe 

And nightmares every nigbt. Tbat you're getting 
older, which you ere. Or in a prison. No wonder 
you went to plae cards at :tour in the morning, and 
hate carda. . 

And none o:C 'em loves me. 

fhey love you. '~or your instrument. They want to see 
wbat 1 t' 8 like,' just to appease their curiosity, tbat' e 
all. 

Listen, how do you stand driving tbat absurd little 
electrical van, fiom one hangar to mother in rain. and 
aun, wi tbout . a . line appearing in l.2.!:!£:face, CUrly? 

Itt s aJd.ll makes lines. I've told lOU that bdore. 

But somet1mes a thought must pass through your brain. 
Iou war. educated up to masturbation level as lOU 
alWIQ'S aar. Now wh." bappened atter that? What did 
lOur mind do? How did 1 t make the' necess&r1 under--
standing no t to trouble 1 tsel~ any more? 

BaaJ·. Ceasing to be employed. 1 t la.tcl 1 tself open to 
natural 1ntluencea. It'never had 8ucb a wonderfUl 
time in 1 ts 11·~e • 

I otten think I miSht be able to invent sometbina. 
1 think about 1 t on the train. I .have to tb1nk of 
something •. 

I don't think o~t anything. The weather to start with 
gives us such variety. It's never tbe same' tWice, 
fbere was a wind this mornins in which I could smell 
tbe eea. 

GEORQBI. All I smelled was diesel. 

There' a atwaya something you can get out of lUe. 
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I:l I was in Hm£Br D wi th my head inside a jet-case 
If ci get something ou.t ot' that. Bllt I know 1 t· 8 
hopele"U8 to talk. 

G1IUl&Ba I bet you never talk to the bird.s like tbat. too 
buey, eh? 

" CUaLI. that and the ~act tha~ they understand anywrq. 
rsely get a technic al.. women. 

Iou 

GEOaaEa Do they ever talk to Y0l1~1 " 

CUHLl,; Sometimes. 

" " GlI)GREa About me? 

;'.< .... ' 

WHLtl file description would have to be teclmi~al. mate--
80 long end. so thick, and running .. time an hour and 
twenty minu.tea. but that' 8 not 1n~~e8z1ng :tor "me to "" 
bear. Jill was insulted that you disliked her voice, 
ad bappy that I seemed to revel in i t. no t that 1 
s&i:a.. B word scout it. 

ClI>lW.iH That bird with the double ~ance, ahe kept glancil18 
back as it she thousht you d sc,stter. what do you make 
o~ tbat? 

COBLIa These are "all deep experiences ttl'1darneath ... mate, 1~ 
you only try and understand them. All the men she ever 
haA did scatter. Even you did. 

GmRGEI Yea, well, there i}J a 11m t. I was eating celery like 
a maniac but too much waan't ha1£ enoU6h for oor. 

CURLYa 

GFDGREI 

WiLtl" 

1Alt I didn't have to run a,w81. lr~ :tact ahe ran awrq 
lfrom me • 

Yea but you do nothing ell d8l"-in the open B1.r too. 

10 I simply turned the soaLee "on her. 

GjX).R~j.. Meaning?" 

COiLI. Inateu o~ lettin& her jump on me like a bus and. drive 
.e .war I looked at ber because I tbought her cur1oua. 
anel ebe aaw how curious ahe wae t'rom tbe w83 I looked 
at her. " ~hat'B all. She'e still mw friend but no~ 
~or "tl;lat. 

<. 
And now ~our handa are emp'iy. 

I 

Wha"t abo:~,t yours? 
" \ 

,!i ! 
r 
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1 stopped a bit in the canteen and ahe said ahe mllbt 
call our nUmber but it's not certe1n becauae her agate 

. been. tiaken bad. 

I suppose we're really ~am11y men underneath wben lOU 
come to look at 1 t. . We've got a w1:te but ahe's difter ... 
ent every night. wi th 8 ditterent naae, but abe'e still 
the 'w1:te, wben the blinds bave been drawn and. the radlo 
en tched 9ft. And one night she donI t come we Jreel a 
bi& let-down and wonder 1~ ahets all right, all t'1ve or 
aix, of her, and then wetre even lower when W8 realise 
tbat in her not being ons person we can't "att :tor her 
at 'tbe gate downata1rs or ask how sbe is. 

You'll be crying in a minute. 

I've got all . the love in' the wrld but they alw8la lIP 
aW8¥. The one I thought WDuld at", was Double Glance 

-and. ahe was the tiret to go, ski ttina apart. 

'fou, won't mind. me aqr1ng this, it'lS e. technical remarks 
but "1£ you found your birds yoursel~ you might set the 
one you wanted. ' 

I'll tell you why that ie, w 1 tho.ut shalle or :tore'tltousbte 
As an unskilled worker I .feel passed over. -

QJI)RGAa Do you' -remember that one Who worked in cabaret or eatd 

WiLYI 

she. did anyW8N? 1 tried. to book her :tor the Box1ng 
Day rag but she I d go.ne by then. we get a better time 
than ~amily m~, that's one- thing • 

1 ~uldnt.t saa better time but God shires tbe lights 
:tor us every evening, which i.e more than he does ~ 
but p'rlQ;)8 It m wrong. 

!lhat o~baret girl tried to seal 8 bargain wi ttl me, did 
I tell you that? She said., sort o:t equeesing up to 
me, msde me :teelJfunny, why don't we get married GeorBe? 
I nearly succame. :Hut ehe had a catch. She 'had ·800\1 
business in blood. and mind. I did my First World War 
patter. She cried. end put. ber 11 ttle fiats on IQ ~6J::e 
like a',baby. wanted me to stop. Do you remember? 

Out of three hund.red evenings a year how can 1 remember 
one? 

It .1nfiuenced ,her mind ell week.- did that grotesque 
little bit o~ patter which I thougbt up w.1tb my bead 
1na1de a sUper-j4t :trame. I seem to bear these voices 
11~e as it I was only the receiving plant. It appeal-
ed to heir no end, do you remember? 'My two friends 
had ~en'\ wi th me over two weeks and :tour aela. -We ad 
ad many eonveraat1ons in tbe trenchee but now they wee 
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concluct •• in 'ailence. ,We ad. exchancecl many slances , 
some lOving some not but now they were all lin absorbed 
atare, b'Om dawn wen they woke up until the d.arkneaa 
01088ci"" them ~rom my aight
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CURLY.· 

CONLY. 

GjJ).RGEI 

were used to 'rougb work bjijt now tick tick at the edge of 
tbie dug-out tick tick they were idle and neveztaeeme4 to 
move and even began to take on an alabaster look such atJ 

.usgeated children or young bam-ina mothers in Ii new 
pur1 ty tick tick. And. their breathing which bed been 
hard and stentorian because of heavy dut1ea and smok1D&­
black ahag ,was now tick tick so slow, in :tact hard.l, 
discernible, that you. couldn t t 881 1 t was 6i all, tick 
tick. .And whereas be~ore they al.W.,8 moved on tb1a job 
or tba~ tick tick they never stirred themselves now, as 
~ too lazy or not iii the mood flIJ.Y more tick tick. fhe, 
only seemed to wsnt to stare tick tick in that v&1.1e, 
wbere ,the rsin came every d.~ and the mud tick tick and 
the l!ata in tbe water tick tick and the dirt, b1 t.s o~ 
wh1 ie t."e ,ti~k tick- that hed been used. tick tick to , 
.ark out paths between the tick tick tick minea all CfllllEt 
t:L'oatins by and took a personal. belons1ng tick. tick vi:th 
them perhap$ a letter sodd.en now or a stub of pencil it 
might 'be tick;. tick or a li'ttle piece of akin and we d1d. 
nothing 'to retrie'9"e it tick tick we went on e1tt1116 and 
it tick. tick the flood ii,ck tick moved. u.s a little wbr . 
we sb1~ed our pee1tionB and_st81ed tick tick and went on 
staring and. ei tt1ng tick tick end never moving tick tick 
tick tick our hands tick tick our lips tick our eyes-tick 
~k tid{' tic]c,...--we were deadJ DEADSS-> 

What'lS th-e idea of that t,ick tiok? 

Sh., said it put 8 oold bloody hand down her !fine, you 
know that raw w93 she had o~ sl>ealdng. -What a that? 
On the tick tick is the tick'tick oJ!. death. 

!fb.at -was the night they complAined aOWllsta1ra. I was 
vary 'sorry about tbat. He aaid he hal nightmtJres and 
aeemed to· bl sma them on to us. Well I saw his point, 
our :taces probably grinned throush his sleep, not, a bappy 
thoUBht. It alW&¥S seems very silent down there nov. 
Have thsj" gone· awa,? 

Which remind.s me, the rent man- e coming (counting the 
mone:y) ;-l-t seems a 10 t for two bedrooms and one k1 tenen, 
plus 8 hole in the ground. 

ODiLIa Hets·cbanged. I see. 

GEOlUt. Who?' 

CUHLY. !fbe ran". :men. Goes by the name 0'£ James Ha:tfnar now. 
Bougbt UP\ 'this and fourteen other houses along tbe same 
8~reet. . 
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GlI>ItGB, 

" CURI.tl 

, GAX)RQE. 

CURLY, 

G~RGEI 

CURLYI 

G~RG:i. 

CUBItI., 

GmaGEa 

CUKLYI 

GEORG:i1 

-!D--

What and collects his own rent? 

So 'tbeN 'tell me. 
, 

What,: that bloke with the little taz ian't cOming 81, 
mOre? ' 

He vas a: pa.1.d. hireling. My motber used to bate rent 
men. But ttl1. ~one collects his own, 80 they s •• : 

Hasn t t he got work' ot' his own then? 

He'looks on that as bi. work, ,so they sQ. 

SoWlda a German name. O~' course tbey have theae sweep.-
ing ideas, don' t they. 'the c:;'ermans? I'll tell him the 
rent, ien't' ready because I ran out o~ Deutscbjimarka and 
see how he takes it. , 

I 'wonder 1£ that' a why they moved out dOWllata1ra. He 
took ova-last week and they haven't beenaeen or tMJarci 
since, at 14ast by me. 

:1, 'w1ah I could think o'~ that bird's name--ahe thought I 
'W&8 lined up 'Lor .snow bUsin-ess,wanted to know wbat I 
was doing getting people's bottoms oU the ground at 
apeed, as eh-e put i t. Don't you remember tha't rSkl wea 
ah& bad 'of speaking? 

• 
No., 

That' 8 the, marva11011s thing about your mind, how it 
casta' eve1iythillg out like garoage. 

CUdLII 'All things being t.or the glory oJt Qod, I don' t bave to 
retain thew in the mind. For what plan? what technique? 
wbat, b~811 assembly? 

GlIliGEa lJilt you don't even remember how y'ou t'r1ghtened ber out 
o'L her wits by making your heart atop beatin&? 

CUHltII No. 

GjilRG:ia 

CURL!. 

QOORGEI 

CUiLia 

GWRa. 

Well I cell that rejection--I mean fear. O£ the past. 

I can remember aud.lea and. some handshake", a sentence 
bere and ,there bu", whole a1 tuations never st~ with me. 

Did you' aaa he was GerJDm? 

According to the sound of h1Bname, rmyW8Y. 

A1.1 .l)ouble Glance gave me was. a double glace attar tba" 

. ,-- :: : ....... -----_.. -. 
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COiLYa 

First .World War patter, 1 'don't think ahe·real.l.Y co-c. 
it ,ou ·know. . You see that's half the trouble--the, 
havent t got the brains •. at least not on m..J' aide o~· ill. 
tarmac. I said to this new biN this morning, what about 
toni&ilt. heret s Il\Y card, and she said. may beo Sometimes 
I think' that Viai ting card isn t t a good idea. ~o 
skilied. It ~rightens some. . 

Not on your lite. They like the ha;rd, ste!Jl-Fstrwnent 
approach. I ;found that out with Jill. . That s why she 
has to shout. And grab. I've never' seen' man or beast 
grab like her. 

GEORG. I have to adIJP,t th'ey seem peace.:ful. when they come' bom 
you. 

WiLl. I'll tell :you why, -oec8l1se there's no ~1r8"t time with 
me. a womm.f s the SEiue \\Uoever she is, whereas' you lie 
down with '1 new experience" every time . and o'Z course it 
makes them nervous, they teel you're watt.ing to 11nd out 
what they're like and that· s unsettling., Whe:reas the, 
Jfeel I know them already. 

GWRGEI A chap on the dra.wing boards aSked me todar how about 
children. 

CUia,I I Wha.t about t..em? 

G.LJ)RGEI Well, i:f none ot U.'3 marri·ed. 

CU.ta.li Oh, . that. 

GOOit(i,Ea Don't you even rSIDemoer her s~ing that a moo like mine 

Wru,ii 

GlOORGEs 

had more than jets to give? i, 

No • 

~ecause of these voices that entered it? And how 1 said 
no, ~ou n.eed a min-Ii and a. half :for jets and how? . 

CUliLYI l~o. 

illORGil 

CUl(LYa 

GIDRGJa 

CURLI. ' 

Thatts just wilful. You must be jealous. 

What, ot, 'your minu or your money? 

I often lNDnder if she waf;] ritLh t. 

That Jill ea1d you eave her a thrill but she ~el t 
terri'bly empty attewards. you know thai daft w93 abe 
talke. 

Oh .. so thf#Y do :may. something. 
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GlIUlGEa 

CliIL!" 

,CUBLY, 

lever' "mind.' .. 
' •• ( 'I. 

.At,""a never 'Illind. '. Like' yc)ur pro~:t ab"out God. 

Mepz.ove bill?' A grain of smut prove, a Iiii£1WII 
deaer~jfI' Aa 800n sa you know.you're a grain of send . 
end ·love1t. you'll know bete tbere. Br the war. tbe 
rent' a 'abort. ' 

!fbere ,you are. Dasbill8" ab out., Go on,. look at 1't ' 
again, cOunt 1 t 'out, that' a . riBh~ . Iou counted. 1,.' , 
out .• ' couple of minutes 810 but 8'lybod7 can knock. Iou ' 
oU your pe'rcb can't they? Kow 8 gra1n o~ eand teel. 
co 81, vJ.'th all the other ones. 51 ta in the sun all 
dl\V~ Not you~ You've lost your creator, mate, 'so 
you're frigbtened o-L all' the surprises be might springS 

G.iORG.;la Ko' cOme' on, 18 this all right, Oecause ve won't be paid 
l'or ·tw daya--? 

elliiLYI But "you just counted 1 tout. 

GjJ)RClI~ Well: just tell me how much the ren tie' 

CUaLYi BUt dont't you know? 

aa>R&BI It makes me nervous to think 01: a new rent lIan, that'e 
811. 

CUHL!I Everything makes you nervous. 

• GliUiGEi Sometimes I wake up in the liiddle' ot tbe night end I 
seem to be somebody else. I've got soabodl elae' e 
smell and. W8¥ o~ thinld.ng. . I a1 t up and. tb1nko who 
18 1~ noW? who,. I being 1dEl'ltif1ecl with? 

", ' 

.. ..... 
, ' 

I'll tell you. all tbe people you could be itt JOU 
weren't a super-jet craftsman. that 18 no person at 
all. ibe chost. come~ back from pre-tecbiiccal. aocie't7 
to 'h~t you, mate. 

fbey' 1'8 realer ~h.an the real. 1M. I mean, I could. do 
tan'tais.c tbinca as 80me o:t 'tbeee other people. MJ 
bQdy .~ems to" come' into existence tor the firat time. 
I seem'to sweat more • 
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that' a what Double GlaDee said. He seems to have 8 
thicker and barder bodJ than moat, ahe aald. As it 
bill and bis body vasn' t the same. .And be ewea's a 
lot •. :-

: " '.UIGB., Go on, ahe aaid tbat? 

I. 

-, 
, ( . ~ ':: 

. "':'" : 

• 

:~,. ' 

CUlL I. 

to. 

I, 
imaGB. 

:.'~ 

alaLIa 

a.UiaBa 
i. ' 

/ . 
(. . 

" WiLt' 

J: GlX)ftGEI 

eviLr. 

:: IlIntGB. 

WaLIa 

GOORGEa 

. ', .CURLY, 
,.,;. 
,.-

.. ~.~'- -~- ......... , .... -.----------

Sometimea I think it you die. I dont t know what It d 
clo---COlB8 in o~ an evening and make a cup ot tea and 
iii t dOWn,land then plonk, what' a on tbe prggramme tonisht? 
!beret IS a new orowd clown at Hangar B, matG, tbey go out 
at nigbt and you know rouee up a bit og trouble. Wanted 
•• to ~oin tbem tor a lark. 

the, ousht to~ be too tired at nigbt, I reckon tbe, set 
i i au, down your hangar. 

,'{ 

lfo t exactly my bucldi.8. Danproua lot SDllaft1l1Ets. 

Yop getting a b'iend of violence all o~ • sudden then? 
!batt a another thing I getl I see the whole countl7 
'overrun by barbar1ana. Really I'm bapPN to work as I 
do. ~e jeat--c81te the way it gle8ll8 18 a co~ort. 

Well theN want a new .ort o:t deal. I can aee their 
poin t up to a po in t. 

~bey' va got IIOne7 in their pockets, what lIore clo tbe, 
want? Are you aer1oua? I noticed you wasn't in -Lor 
Barbara two nights ot!lf. 

No'!i", 1an't that but I lDean aometimes I think itta the 
t8m1ly men holding us back. Some 01: these blokes tp 
out in the woda on saturdays and atl\\' .the night enG 
learn to be grains oj! sand, which 1 t ian't easy to do 
in Hailey Street. 

I like ~ routinea • 

!be, take gu.na to fetch down an odd. bird vb1cb I dont t 
hold vi th but 1 tt 8 a mixed wrld. Itt IS 100d to ~eel 
the rain on your face. I wouldn't mind tna" iring 
ou, wuier all o-L God'. moods ~or a. couple ot lda;bta. 
Do you Bet a senae o~ ~orce in me, 8ometimes, wben I've 
been out to the end o:t the road Were tll. waste t'1eld 
18 and taken the air a bit? I can't atand being bedged 
in ay more but 8S one of the tiJ.okea said that' a an 
ati1 tUGe no t a ~8Ct. 

I~ you uk me you're getting bored on tbat ~ob • 

I don't think o~ it as a joh. 
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CUaLr, 

George, 

OUiLI, 

GiORGia ,} 

-)1+ -

~er. must be Wlsld.lled jobs in Hangar B v1thin JOur 
acope •. 

.And. SO· back to school asain? It:o tbanke. I t· a no 
uee' tati.ng pJ."asent hwaan organisation aeriouel,. it 
wn't last all that lone. When I set in that 80ft 
leather seat every morning and. wbine my • ., aeroea 
tbe tal'Rlac I have a great aenae of happiness. 

Iou· could get twice ·the lionel. and Und your own biJ-de 
instead. ot ua1ng mine.' 

Iben It 4 bavenigtltJDarea about be1na somebody elae. 
I dOn't vat to d1apoae o~ my 1dentitl, tbanka. 

II", be I ooul.·d invent something. 'I went to "the paienta 
o~tioe ivld got tne particulars svatght. Sometblq. 
we all need. which woulci explo1 t jet-action. M1 m1ncl 
keeps turning, on a jet-tired gun but I wulclrl t t approve 
o~ that. But I cant t belp it forming in ., mind a bit 
more every nignt, in the train. We're much leaa big 
tban our destiny, aren t t we? 

I·reckon we should break out a b1 t. I Was ta1.ld.ng· to 
these new Hangar B blokes and they seem 811 right. 

,We could. put 'them on tbe right path. I mean t08t'. 
wby the b1rda trail' o~f like they do bec~se 1ou're 
mean at entertaining. I mean wi th eighty quid or eo 
we could.bave a real big GO, according to what we was 
saring tbis morning. Not beer ana sandwiches I mean 
but we could take a hall, 8oraetb1.ng like that, biz-a a 
oand. run .& ~ew aurpriseso ski ts and stut:t like that 
wnere the boys come in in masks and tbe ligbts go out, 
you know wbat 1 mean. ~h'e8e eVenings set me down. 
~ba~'s the basic trouble, you're mean, and the birds 
~eel it. It you really spread your8el~ one night it'd 
last the whole year in terms oJt generos1 tf tel t and 
appreciated • 

And how JDuchvould YOl1 ,contribute? 

Well, 'ihe jl1s", _0 un t. 

~bat wouldn't 09 much. 
be much. 

Even a lot ~om you vouldnt ~ 

GjJ)RGEa I just thol1&ht tba'S with your technical. brain you would 
want to ~inanoe it. I mean YGu' re the one who impresarios 
and leaves the dirty work o~ catering and eweeping up 

: GWRGB. 

to lie. 

BIt not i~ I'm going to be consid.ered mean and you take 
all the credi t and the birds too. .Behind your d~W87 
nature-:tace there's a or&1n working, CUrly, you've lOt 
a way of working things so that my band always ci1pa 111 
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111 ,oCket, in tbe end.. 
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<'" CUlLli Ali, '0'"' are lIl8an. Ii'lS one o~ your. problema. tou 
know it :I.e. 

~', . 
... ' 

, ::: :'1.11. r •• but 1'. no t 1bl'king out the best part olt 81gb'" 
~..::. ,1114 in prdR to be call,ad lIean. 'And come to tbat, 

.. 1 said ~r8, you could. easily rowse Jomrsel~ IIl4 
sei a skUle4 job tor twice er tbztea times the acrev, 
iIlat.'ad oJt being looked clown on as a aack o~ tnpe • 

,>. CUlLtl Oh, a, eack of tripeS 

,~~:: . GJDWJ-. 1:t 1'. a mean technical bra1n. that' a what lOU are. 

CUAI. 1,,_, because ~,-1 clon't see 11:1e .. jet-pi-ope11etl? and. 
don'. run round all U91 wondering 1:t I aiped a wrong 
check or left the 1_ tion on? 1 haven't got a 
cbeck book or a car. 1 t aillp111iea, mattera. 

QBOUBt It cloeo 101' iOu. ' because you use lI1ne. .And. 1 tt &I 10" 
Who, leaves tnt) 19ni t:i.Oll on. 

'CUiLr. Once. I~ we hlJll seventy or e1gbty quid, thcnlgh; 
aml a hall t'Ull ot birds. and HangU' B peraonnel 
setting up a lull: ancl all that, vi tb the 11&'1 ta tumiag 
a dltt'erent colou.r, tney'd sit here anti watt 1'or WI 811 
dar, IDld QOok our m~Bls for' us. 

811UlGii It' 8 a ~ tbing, sometimes I tbink I'm 1nvent1Ds 
that' gun to protect my8el~. I get this senae o~ 
~orebod1ng all tbe time. 

cum,r, 

COiLII,: 

U you laded your.sel:f B' nice Wlald.lled ~ob driving a 
trolley at A tQp epeed o:t ~:tteen miles an~ hour apart 
~m 11 ttle accelerations up to tvent, wen in a balr­
Jlais1ng state o:f mind yoU'A be oetter o~t it eeema.' 

1 thought o:t moving 1nto a big&er c1 t7. lllisbt be more 
60~ on. 

1 tt s up to us to make 1 t. 'lhe nish ts have been duU 
tba laet ~ew weelul. It happens like tbat. 

% remember the way my dad used to come 1n 01 & niabt 
wi ttl bis cheeks bu.rn1ng :from tne col.d. and the wink be 
gave us be~ozte be ki ssed mwn. SJ'ld be cl1dD. t t have to 
th1nk _,thing up. I got quite tri,&btened wen Jill 
said. .. be couldn t t and llouble Glance vasn t t at the Powder 
Puft:. 1'hen, if the, are tbere md tbey do come J!Ound 
1 start wl'ry1t14 1: theY're my level. I mean wbether 
I abouldn t t be a'iuay1l18 8CUu,8th1ns up or .ettina on 
Vitb tbat damned (JUn that comes in all 111 dreams and 
even when I' m on the jo O. diet 1 tell lOU tna". even 
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then? 

':,' auiLt, , Sometime • .-l think you've lOt a war 80rt o~ mind. 

,~ IlI)a&Ba I'll never' :forget ber 1'ece when I tid. that aldt. 
waa .remOlins 811 over. I was suddenly---

She 

A knock on the door. 

,~ CUIILY,:.' Sounda like the rent mm. That authentic rat-tat_ 
(Opens the door) lilt Mr Hafi'ne:rt 

,J ~S HAFEB.iR appears. 

;',' B'M'JI~' fila",' a r1g;bt. 

'" GliUle. Iou're the new owner? 

I'" 

'BAi'FlEa. !hat' a right. 

WKLI. Well; come in. 

'HAlD_. thanks. . 
.. GIIUl~a, Wb.'S happened to the 11 'ttle bloke Wi th the at tut 

GlIUlai, 

ilDusht him out. 
street thoUSn. 
nick. 

Coat me a cool ien thou. Ha1~ the 
~hatt 8 apart 1'rom what I own near- the 

, j~(~ 

Oh ,lO,U'V~tProperty ,up tbere? 

HAi'ilEll. Yea but itt s vallleleas. The presence of a nick 18 a 
kiss 'of death resid.entially. It im't easy, my 1I101'k. 
I don't exactly get the best expressions oJ! ~ace when 
tne door opens and I stand revea1.ed as what I am. 
People with the best be arts in tbe world don' t ~eel 
active joy to pay the rent, especially if there happens 
to be a:rreara. 

GlIaLta' !hat' 8 rigbt. 

, BAlD:.:ai1 Ana I' m no t the type of man who can let 1'C all roll oft 
him and then count hie money tranquilly at home with his 
tond and. avariciou8 ViJte looking on. I haven t 1; I!P t a 
w1:te. to start Wi th. No, the trouble 1s I remember 
every'face, every little twitch here and involuntar,y 
frown there, and there 11ea the undoing o~ my nervous 
system. 

ODRLla You mgat develop a certain eye ~or the spect ... 

HArFI4BI fbatts right. 
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A very telling eye • 

ob 18s. 'I know it I'm going to be paid the minute 
t1:1e ,doo~ opena. 

kle you going to be' patel nov? 

Oh yea. . In tulle 

How 40 you'me8J'l, 'in full? 

We'll come to that. And don't think I want more than 
If~e a right ioo will 'you? I bend out a 1o", o~ IIOne, 
one war or the other but 1~ doesn't seem to aLter the 
reputation I have among certain people for ~~tng_ .. 9.r.t_~e 
tisht aid.e. Anft unlike the people who canoVso rDlandl..l.) 
their wrq and' even believe in God I find every ~vo'ri-'-
leavea 1 ta wound, until I don't know hazadly where I 
atand. or who' I am. 

~-~,:.' GlI)1l&.Ia I can 8Ympat~ .. ·thel'e. 

>. HArliDi 

YRl't., . 

~81d wond.er who I am. As i~ IIW real sall' baei been 
8wlen :tram me and I was only a sort 01: print ~or other 
people'lS dirty negatives. Sometime. I' c:J. like to 
poaseaa a 8biny instrument with many amall parts 'boat 
clicked. though. I'm not partial to flIl1 aort of explosion--

GlI)BQEI ' No. like me. 

I even enjoy tbe click of' this bag end I think one of the 
main re aeons I plod from door to door is tbe click. and 
:rustle ot the money as 1 t goes in. I al.W1\V8 tell tenants 
to prepare m. chequei:t posSible becauae 1* weighe me 
clown leu but-I think the weight of the bag is beginning 
to become a strange technical pleasure. And then when 
I get home to; ian't &49 if counting it out once will be 
enousb for me, I have to do l' 8 dozen times and that'l1 
qui te a considerable sum whiGn you think o£ three long 
etreeta, a warehouse and a numOer olf shops. Am I boring 
you? 

> GB01UlEI No yo u' re no t. 

HAi'l'Iltill You aeem to be staring at me. 

HArFHj81 I remember being stared at. 
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BUilD. 

GlIUiGlfl 

BAi'FI:iR1 

GEORGia 

HAi'iBiRl 

GlI)RGBa 

• HAFlI~1 

a:waGEI 

HAI'lIlml 

~ GJI)BGII 

Oh? 

1 mean one sees a lot ot unusual. faces in 'Sb18 .100 
and some rem&:1n in one· 8 beaci--tw weeks and ~our 4",. 
was the longest. 

fhere. you 8e8m to be staring at me again. 

~ot that I was conscious o~. 

!ebis ,is B strEtet 10r arrears, 1 t had a verl bad reput' .. "lon 
with, tbe 11""le, bloke vitn the t8S., Mind 1~ I 81t down? 

Ro, no t at &1.1. fbia 1& only a k1 tchen. 

Ye., well. you diem't want tbe bigaer :t1at upata1ra, 
did lOU, otberwise you cou1d have a nice biS sittin5 
room ~.. well. ' 

Oh. sO you' know ell about us. then, eb? 

~at· 8 right tick 'tick. 

Vbat " .. that you sai.d? 

When? 

Jusi now. 

I aatd aGOut tbis a1 tUng room upstairs. . He only ,t, 
wanted ten bob a week more ! believe. ~ 
No, after that. 

After what? 

D1dn' t you sa.y something atter that? 

About the flat upstairs, you mean? Do YOl1 still want 
it then? 

Ito I didntt mean about that. You're not ~m Germ8Dl 
by any chance, are you? 

No. 

No, well, I jus~ tnought, the name you know---I took 
one o~ those cross-Channel ,day, trips once and beard tbem 
talking awrq guttera1.1y on thG other side. I vas glad to 
«et back. I t all seemed very strange and alien i:f lOU 
know wbat I mean. 



, I 

or "~' ••• 

1'<;­, , 

• 

I ;,' ~'''~ • 

~ r; .. 

i , ,< 

'. 

. ,. 

·1 

HAFFN·iRa Oh· yes. 

" GJ«)RGBI' No ~orbears? 

HAi'lliDI Ell? 

GiDRGEI No Germam forbearS? 

HAlmJ$ft. Not that ~ know o1! tick tick. 

GEORGE, Oh lord. 

BAFFlER. Eh?·· There's just one thins" I don't like Jlentionina 
thie .but a lot of girls seem to come up here on the 
qutet, I mean 1 tt s all right by me, in :tact I like a 
n1gb~out tlYsel)t but a ~east is a ~ea$t and tbere eoems 
to be a regular procession up them stairs tick tick, 
according to the people on the· ground :floor. You 
don't mind me sl\Yine; tha t, d.o yo u? 

S~ng what? 

HAFF1t~R' About the &1rle. 

'> GFDRG.da \'Jhy are you wearing black? 

HAlFHiftl Just. left the estate o~tice, any obJections? 

.' CURLY,; Ob. you-va got an o~fice then? 

HAlFlER, !hatt s right. 

CURLII: And how 18 it you collect the rent your8el~, ~ 
Haune!'? Times have changed. in that reapecta thirty 
years ago a landlord was never seen. 

HArFliER. well I enjoy the ~eel. of the money &8 I sSl. Like all 
people born poor I like to see it &row door by door. 
And why sbould I be robbed by an und.erling, and resented 
into the barsain? 

QUBLI. That's ri&ht. 

ILU'FNlIBl MYw~about those airla-­

CURLY., It. isn't as if we make any noise. 

GlJ>RGE. My bird. who passes that ground:noor fiat gets an 
inspection ~roID behind a cur ta1n and It 11 ~ed up wi ttl 
it. And more than one bird an evening don't ~ome up, 
is that :right. CUrly? 

CURLYa Well we sometimes have a 11 ttle crowd but not a romp • 
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Ko muaic. Sometimes a skit, a bit of tUn, but 
nothing anybody else could hear, except in night ..... 
AliA we go nome early because we' re o~ten -on early tum 
the next 488 and. it I'm on late turn I'm not here 80 
what are they t&1ldn& about? 

All :r1~ht, all right, keep your 8hirt. on. I tlWW~~·.­
more tne mo~8 ot the thing tha" vont .. them. ~.,:- ~_ 
a .family man down there. - -'\\t~ ;"_' ._;-~, 

OUBLI.-' Uh, _ one -: o:f them. 

HAi'mtEBi Nothing- to do with me. 
leave 811 I 8l. WJq8 saw. 
and. keep a happy home. 

I take the rent anel than III 
I just put it to you, to, trr 

GiDRQi, 

CUlL!, 

" 

KAla_I 

GJlJa"~1 

HAfDilRi 

QlI>HGil 

HAi'.FJIJSii 

GlI>RGlJl 

,~ Al.i'lJSR ",,t:,... J I 
\,!) . 

"lJ)alia 
HAimJ5i1 

CUm,YI 

GjJ)RG~1 

HAfDERI 

G:iJ)liGEI 

HA1'~N~1 

Yea, well, tha'S' 8 reasonable. 

Heta sometimes up late witb hia i-nvention. working on 
complilCated graphs and &1.1 that, but graphs make no 
noise do they? -

Ob are you an -inventor'" .what is 1 'C? 

W811 it's not re811y ~ormed yet. 

.B1g -or amall? 

lou seem very interested. 

You're staring at me 8&a:Ln-

No'I'. not, you're staring ~,me. 

I waa just curious that's all.lused-to have a mania 
X-or guns. , 

Guns? l-

ao how much are you kind gentlemen about to pe.y me ~or 
the privilege of these three roomS? 

Give him the lolly, mate. 

I hope it's riBbi. I counted it out. 

Thanks tick tic~ 
, 

Wha'i e that? . 
11 '18. siXt seven, eight po Wlds, ti ve, ten shillings, 
one, two, three pennies. About time tney gave up 
these pennies isn't it, they only weigb. Anc 
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COBL!, 

HAfm;ma 

CURliYI ',~ 

HUIBER. 

CURLr. 
HAli' .iE1l1 

, , 

CURLr, , 
, . 

" 

wbere'a 'the rest? 

Wh.at 'rest? 

It' 8 written in my oook, eleven weeks at least. 

Eleyen W8eka who. t? 

~resra • 

e.' t you stop him staring at me? 

, : 

I 

Here. G,eorse. you remember pewing that 11 ttle bloke 
w.i. tb the tam, don't you? I know I put my wback on 
the' dresser like I did ton1gh t, I was on late turn 
80 : you must ha.ve p91Ge 

HAl!IiRa He don't seem to agreeg does be? 

GEORGE, " ~ ere you tall end --"~,, .. ,' pale? lIl? 

HAFF.N~I .Ell? 

GlI)RGBI, 
, . And that's a'tunny ~ you're sitting. 

CUrly I LOokJ I'm fr1,htenedl 

BAi'i'I_. What· s the matter witb this bloke? 

CURLI.,: .What's the' matter, George? 

GlI)l1GIi I' do~· t knOw, I ~eel :fUnny, here' your lIOuth eee .. all 
droopy, Here loolG---look OUrly--he' 8 got a dirt, pieco 
o:f whi ta tape---lookl . , 

!ehatt s a handkerohief. So ~uld. yours be dirt, 11 you 
hal to Jria use it as a towel, you don't think I'd. 1Id.pe 
my Janas on tbeir towe18 do you, some o~ theee tensnts, 
I take a bath a aa.v. so th,.re' 8 no doubt about ., clean 
habits. 

GEORG. I'll sorry, I've had 8. long stint toda, • 

. HAiYNERI .And so have I tiok tick. NoW suppose we retum to the 
subject in hand? 

CURLYI. Itt s q\li te impossible, about that arrears. 

HAl'FNER. Have fa lc-ok at 1 t yo ursel~. Ei ther you've not been 
pa.ying or the 11 ttle bloke wi tb the tass basn't been 
ent~ring. .Bither w)y I didn't get my money. 



~ • 

CUaLY. Well thf;lt' s not our responsibility 1:e he don't PSl 
i t in~ _ 1 a -i t? 

HAI.i!1fmRi I'll si t hare a1.1 nignt it I have to. 

GEORGE, No don't do that. 

HAFFIiERa \'/hat· '3 tha.t? I wmt the sum--wait a minute, eight 
by eleven i8 eig:hty-eiBht and eleven ten shillingsea 
ill :five pounds ten SlQ. elevf9n threepences is 8llybodJ'a 
gues8, I'll let you have that &~ a bonus. So it's 
the pal try aum of' nin4rty-thretl pounds and ten shillinga. 

CUaLY. NoS 

G]x)RGEI_ Here, you're not sticking us up ~r that. 

HArFftmRl Yes I am ti cle ti c1t.. 

GJOOHGEI stop se.yine tha.t will you? 

HAfFNER. I should never have go i; caught up in this racket only 
poverty drove me to it tick tick. I go from door to 
door and i.f I'm not paid you know I come t'or the last 
t1me---
HereS-

HAlFNERa -th~ ·oa11i~1fs move in att-er ~e, not the kindly little 
bloke wi th the taz any more, because I' va got bleak 
and terrible eX};>-eriences behind me. 

G~RGEI .And what about me? 

HAFFNERi It ve sat in the rain -in my lit'e tick tick and bad the 
water flowing past me tick tick t9king any little 

• personal belongings of' min'&--

Gl:X>RGEa HereS 

H.AJ'.im~. --such 8.5 1i ttle bills that were never paid and letters 
ltd written tick tick to the girls at home and my handa 
were used to rough ~~rk but now tick tick entorced by 
poverty the1 seem~d to ge't an alabaster look--

GEORGEa No' 

HAFFNER. ~8uch a.cs babies and youn~ mothers have tick. tick md 
my breathing which used to be stentorian tick tick oame 
in ~ra11 little shafts tick tick in ~aot hardly discern­
ible and whereas I always use~ to stir mysel:t- a lot ti-ck 
tick I never did now tick tick Q5 ilr too lazy or not in 
the mood- any more tick tick in that v811ey---
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GBORGjQ 

HAlFRiDal 

GEORGE. . 
HAFFNER" 

GbDRGj!l. 

NoS 

-where the rain came every day tick tick-

stop him CUrly! Curly! 
"~~~ 

---and the mud tick tick and the rats in the water~ 
":t:""' 

Give him ~he moneyS 

HAi'FN.imc -and the dirty b1 ts ot whj .. te--

GiX)lt~.E1 

WF1~~: 

Nol 

-sodden handkerchie~ tick tick came fioat1ng by 
tick tick and I went on si tting-

GEORGE (clutching his heart) Give him th:e money-Curlyl 

CURLY. 

Give him---I 

Here you'd oetter go, matel 

-never moving my hands tick tick or my lips tick 
my eyes tick-

GiX)RG~ (grabs a chair) l?leaseJ J:leaseJ 

CURLY seizes the wallet being 
o:f:fer.ed frantically by GEORG~ 

'. and pays o·u·t the ninety-odd poundso 

---seven~ tic~seventy-tive tick tic~e1ght,y 
iic~--ninety---

GEORGE. Pay himS Pay him: 

CURLY, 

CURLY, 

---ninety tick-one tick---two ti~three t1c~ 

HAFin~Ert dashes out wi tb the money. 

Here lJeorge--I' m sorry--i tt ~t. GeorgeS 

G~RGE no longer moves. 

Here ~eorget George---it was Jimmy Hattner a bloke 
from Hangar 13--1 t was a bloke 1"rom Hangar B GeorgeS 
("&Shea to door) ~J1IIlI JimJ He's passed--
passM -

/--
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HAFFNJSf(1 What' 8 up? 

CURLY, He' e--I . think he t a--

HAi'BEit. Are you all rigbt mate? 

CURLY, : He' a a nervoua-- t¥pe. 

HAl.i'liiR • 

CURLI, . 'You talked me in to itS You didS You corrup'ted me' 
HAiFBlSR, Give hill his money back go on, he'll be all right, 

he t 8 fainted (holding out bis bag). 

CURLY. You. 

HAFl.Ni2. Here you are mister, here' 8 the tush back, COI8 on 
take 1 t raate---

cwu..y, 
HAlDERI 

CURLY, 

HAFFHERi 

CURLY, 

He llings i t gingerly at G:aI>RGl\ 

A rins at tbe bell. 
.~~ .. 

Itt s a birdS 
'(r' 

Come onl 

Wake up George, it' e a birdS lJ.eorsel 

He' a deat mate, you can see thatJ Deadl 

He leaves. 

George I told 'em about your skit, I didn't know be'd 
be 80 heartless. George. I didn't • 

GJiJRGE reahains slumped, cover .. 
wi th bank "'notes, while the bell 
continues to ring. 

CURLY (subsiding into a chair) Here you're staring at me George. 
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