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I uae4 to 'bans '011 t~.t1001' 

. When I had .8: e:1d.~ tt t 
WhiOh CIm\!' from lone1!tte88 . . , "\ 

~ongSO ~ m~umentsl of etr •• te 
And roots ·and. rdl~: a.r~ 

I4k., those:. in c.et¢eSt·. 

And the boy With the trembling arm 
, J • 

In the nat und.erneath I 

WoUlc1 Oa1~ out. iyM.h? .... 

Mel in his unoe~.s.n wlQ,. 

Alwa.va @C) n.ar. to Panic,. 

At hOla with hi" 4h'v pictur,. 

In the 81'imnees ~t theatternocm' 

In hie co14" clark ·,room 

Wi th c1.ouc11 touc~ root:..tbps oute14e' 

And no' ho~ walking abr.oQd !n ~h~, otreeta, 
, .\ 

No traee of treedom wa1ldng 

By the· l'oo:r .. toPtJt in hie W10er,taln voictt 

I squ.eewe4 out tJUtoomtor,t. 

Oame baok to fttendleno '.arth again" 

+ +' + 

Ite.rritle4 him one& 

B7 telU.ag him what the oom!ng war would be lJ.ke. 

And he trembled allover ,for fa Cla7. 



Anel couldn't walk, until hitJmotbct oam. up.taUs 

.And SUa, tWhat t. thia ,our b07 t .. 

BfJ,en te.111nB min.? tt He' 'uSQd to snut ,fIa1t water 

Up hi; nO$Q) to' gGt the phl.gmdoW11, 

Aft.- '4inntr. ~ th. at-tomoOJlJ' 
And. the talc. h11,...t. 

Ali ~' thG rOOnltJ would l1e silent and. dark, 

Wi th th~ olting of 4 ~r!mi, 1h the. diCtanC9'. 

OutSide tho w1n40Vi th. stre4tl~ 
~ . ... ~ . 

Would. M'3'noth1ng, neve;,:. otte~' coanent 

On. the 1Jr_b1bg, of lite 
Front 4q to dAY'- -,,~ 

+. 
. , . 

Whona rat-t.~tat 

+ 

) ; 

+ 

Came on the a.o~ it .h~. be the Rent Man,-

It m1sh~ b$1;h~. 90al Qn, 01' olaf 

The ,tnan from the School :Board. 

That lharprat-::~at-ta1;~ ,.: 

Gave ,.ou f'oathera 1rt ~e" ,"117. 
They were dark 'men anil hte.v:r m_. 

1 neve .&wth9lD; hlding "upeta1H, 

Thoy oamof'C):,' ,llloneu. ·or ~ea W1th laW, 

And mn«o tho st~oet l1ki a o~ 
WhIM peoplG al'e' ohot '.- ",,-

An4tht11' bodU" lottout 

As an unmpl.. That'. allover now •. 

'l'h<J7 M7' SGtt1e4. by the war., 
Exoept that, it i.-t. 



It t I ~1 unc1t~eaih now. th. wages 81'& good. 

Th, wallPaper'. ohic and a c~ sits out.14. 

And Sat~eare' ott. 
:But underneath 

The tlaee srim men a1'e thee, 

Anet thGl" re inn'd ble.~ 'th.y·t'G 1n the air., 

The7 fr8 every1mer •• 

+ + + 

Sometimes rrq mother said. 'Saab!' 

When they knoCked and Gtood ver-s quiet 

Whe1'f» ehe was; Snell ha4 to stand there too, 

Wi th only the oraokins of h.- shoe 

A. she broathe4and ~.a.lltt1e 

In the silence. And thO man would stamp 

In the cold outslde. we ndght hear h1m sigh, 
I • 

And thGn at t.aot held turn away, 

And be gone, and slowl1 the- morning 

wou14 revive again. *,,4 flowers would. oome out, 

And the a1q would blow agcdn , 
, 

And talk to the gardens ,as' ! t had before. 

+ + + 

Tho vineg~n us,d to com& O~ F.r~ nights 

After dark 8114 makG'strange ori~s 

At the baok of his thrOat, and.. his horS. 

Had the eam. kind of taoe, 
Daep and. absorbed. with 81a~aGs on. not givQn at aU .. 
TO the etre&" but always th& 'strang01" 



WhOM orl0.8 never,Ohanged 

But ~t qr. ht1matt. He w~u14. go round 

Tba baOkot h1'~ cart wherfj th~~ were wooden· tapl, 

Ana. till peopl., '·8 bottiea I'll th vinQgfrt't 011, 

And uulia. th.cvt was like f' 1900den room 

In tht S~ow of a lamp w1.th ~el!7th1ng th8l'G: . . 

F.roln;matohe$ to 'bi'~.,. Thl horao . 
Wai:J bl~~red. and ho4the dame trick 

ot novor qul te looldng at.o,nyOne passing,. 
oj" 

The stroot-lamps· W(tr$.' oilv6~, but the slaw 

In the oart wa~ yftUOW and. dim •. 

ThQy stood together, and m~ant Friiay nights 

When my' father' ctUn~ home, late 

Wi th paroels of tood fr6m the works 

And rq mothor wnt ahopp~ 

And 'brought ho~e treasures tor tho week, 

And the :t1r~plao.· oracklocl and. blazed 

Like #l speolal tune to weloOlllG 

The end of the week.. T)te street 

Kada- BPeoial Friday-night look 

And smelle4 of the -ooming neki-en4, 
Frld.ay night VIas 11gb. tssen through l.,avos 

. . 
And the shining ot railings and trams 

That Wt)nt past, 'an4.tho. quick- step of teet 

On tht psvemGnt outoide,. going to Sa~.-

+ + 

I ' 



The vinegar-mal\ and his oal't we1'e neat 

Arl.d all mac1.e of' wooc1,and the horae 
Ka4 g1aaseo' on :Like the· man .. -' 
And., the 'grat~ sound of th~ wheelQ: 

Anel. the clop, of the hoof's' ana. the gurgling sounc1.s 

at the man in. tho street', below 

Wtre~' tw1nkl£ng lights an<1 .~ few Uttle notes 

Be.to~ th~ curta1n W$nt up on Saturday mo~. 

+ + 

UJ tho hil1 where> Oa.k-tre~B warG' 

Was a1w~o .Chr1stmae-timo, 

+ 

Th$ streets were new and strttched likQ stables 

End to «mel. with go14en 11ghts, 

And bael.. new »oop1. in them too 

Si t.ting and smiling in tho aold of thatr lights 

While we sang Chr!otmatll carols outside 

In thetroet" and. the strQ&tf! 

WQ~ qUi(lt '11Q country there 

Wi thout the clang or a tram 

But th~ rue of 'Q train as it sp$4 

Downhill on 110 a11ve~ flight 

Lik& em ang61 touohirlg the ~4g& of the: night 

Whert oak-tre,. wGre', 


