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It isn't .easy belng e \"loman in Rome---not a foreign 

ooma~. enyt'1ay. As anat1ve you know how to deal \11th the 

proble~. But e'van then you can make tactioal m1stake$. 

The problem 1s-.. -hoVJ to ,t781k tbrough the streets ot Rome 

alon~. take a coftee alon~, look at the ruins alon~. ~lth 

your own thoushts as lOU have them at hom.e.. You arontt 

molested in Rom~. Italians dontt moles~. Theytre too 

considerate. tor one thing; tor another, 1t t s n clumsy way 

of trying' to \7111 8 rioman, 

They approaCh you, dell0 atel,.. Not 81\181$t But 

usually. lire you English? (YOU don't reply, of oourse). • 

.J.m.er1oan? Perhaps you are FrenCh? parlez-·vous franoaiS.? 

spreohon-sle DeutsCh? AUora---you must be Italian, then---

Lei parla italiano, You assume that Sfter a tew more 

questions he will lost haart---or face (people are beginning 

to notioe).. But he doesn't loseanyth1ng. Your silence 

was en enccur~gementto him; without knowing it you o~ltted 

a taotical. blunder. Silence equals offering no r~slstsnce; 

and Offering no resistance (tor a Roman) is halt-nay to boing 

Youoan get up end leave. you oan welk faster. but he 

may do the sema. Be may walk alonss1de you tor halt a mile 

or mors. He may talk tho whole time n1thout you giving him 

one reply. But oven if he t s talking a language you knOW 
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nothing about hetlll make h1mSelt understood. He has that 

knaok: th1S is the Jenaok ote. people who've been invaded 

many times and sutfered many indiGnities (from the foreigner) 

in silence. He' S pat1ent~ 

lS00ner or later he w111 convey to rOll that he realll 

11kes·you---not you as any nomen but you in yourself. You 

U111 begin to understand---ln pidgeon Ger.mon, English O~ 

geeture-Ita11en---that actually he mode a cho1ce\7hen be came 

up e~d spoke to you. soqner or later you w111 ha~e to walk 

to your hotel or to 0 reotaurant~ A restaurant may scare 

him off; os there is tho question of a bill to be paid; but 

Rome is becoming e prosl)Grous oity end the bitter old days 

Of only having one snit ,and one nhlte shirt to your name 

(lovinglV kept tor sundays) aro over. 

And tor all you knot7 yourself you may ha~e ChEngcd your 

feelings \11 thout meaning to: you may have started to find 

h1m---lnterestlng---refresh1ngly ·eonf1dent---·1maglnat1va. 

YOU may th1nk .. --by.thiS tlme---that he Ond you don't look 

too bad slde by side, walking along the street (nh1ch would 

be ~poss1ble to think in London if you ~ere 3ust talked to 

in that nay~-yet.--lf only people were more forthooming ••• ) 

'You may be f1nding .his tolerance--... hls tolerance ot your 

silence and your (presumably) haughty look~--you may be 

findins that 'lery sympathetic., too. 

haughty look will begin to disappear. 

Then perhaps your 

And he \7111 notioe 

this at once. to the second. B1$ hour l'l111 havo begun • 

.. He .asks no prioe tor his compony---he doesntt even ask 
, 

" ... ~~ the prloe ,ot your attention. ~\nd this simple laCk of 
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ambit10n attract,S you, YOU like h1m-.... to m,ake things quite 

clear-;-.. as 8 person. Of course se a man---a male .. ~a beg of 

Italian trloks---you know him. too well to take him ser1ous17., 

But as a person ho's worth o11sten1ng to. 'l'hen. atter aU, he 

l!!!.! seen something about you that. perhaps nobody else has 

QU1,te .. penetrated to; so perhaps he's not so simple, .after all. 

perhaps .not suoh a beg of triCks atter all, . And you're on 

holide}'.. You can drop him at the next corner---today---to-

mOl'ron .• 

NOlV this 10 all very nell tor 8 hol.,iday. But S1 ppose 

,au 11V~ in Rome? You cen do what the Roman woman does 1n 

the same s1tuation: you can look straight ahead l'?lth a dellb­

era te. herd. contemptuous. soowl.. 0$ it you Wouldn it even look 

at a dQg like that (you'va got bettG~ things in ~1nd-.-arather 

\'1oundlng thought •. that·). This does disoourage. But even 

then not 01170YS. Farone thing you have to be quite mature 

to do. 1t. and you reall.y hove to teel the contempt. . AD:d then 

you are a fore1gner .• and not .used to scowling at men. 

So what 40 you ~o? ~ell. you can go to the pollce. 

There \las the case ot the American girl who plodded allover 

the ruins of the Colosseum trying to oonoentrate on them 

wbile a young Roman follo\e;edher six ~.nohes 8\18y (his taoe 

six inches away) talking in a klnd of tremblill8 passionate 

undertone ell the time: it 1~ quite the thins to tell 0 

woman' you·ve never olapped eye.s on bO,tore that she'~ extra­

ordlnarily beautiful, a reel, poaOh .. :'-BS She's passing by'; 

you may block her peth---1n which case,. it shat s a Roman too,' 

she \7111 wallt round you with,out even givins you a slance.-



But this lemer1can sirl didn't knotJsny 01' those things, 

and she hod come a iong \1ay to see the Colosseum. So she 

~ent to the police, who had an offioe more or less In the 

ruins, perhaps jUst tor situations of that kind·. ,And the'1r 

anst'1er was, fDa you. rlonder men follow a beautiful young woman 

like yoU? t And they gove her a bunoh of roses--t:ook them 

out of a pot on the teble---nrapped the~ up nicely and gavo 

them to' her ... -somethlng, they sald, to remember them by-' 

rTo'''' you oan't be annoxed at tllst kind of tbing. But 

it does stop you see1ngthe Colosseum if that's what you 

rQslly \7snt to see. }i'ter all. you may be in nome on 

business. You mey \lent to take piotures or prepare a 

lecture. Hotl con you explalnthat to the 10WlB man when 

you know hetd be only too happy to toke ~our photographs tor 

yOll and sive you' a (probably accurato) leoture not only on 

every stone 1n the Colosseum you uant to know about but every 

other ancient building 1n Rome? Romans arc the most wonder­

ful improvisers 1h ·the rlorld. after aU. 'l'l1ey·vG had to be. 

There is one answer and one anst':er only.. YOU buy 11 des. 
From that time on no young man will approach you. let alone 

talk to you with his tace six inohes ana.y. At best he w111 

call out (trom inSide e car) to asle t1hether your dog lays 

egse (a favourite question) or it his name is Antonio. You 

don t t have to scoWl. YOU can e'Ven QnS\7er the question. 

lind be wontt approaCh you. Hots far too afraid ot dogs •. 

And if you ere approached it \1111 be by e man (probably very 

polite, talking English, and middle-eged) who uUl enquire 



about your dOS. having one ot his ~. 

But isn·t this rather disappointing? 

• 


