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A WOMAN IN ROME. %?*3 Meaurice Rowdon, .
1000 words.

It isn't casy being a woman in Rome-«-not a foreign
Uoman, anyvay. As @ native you know how to deal with the
problems But even then you can make tactical mistakes,
The problem ise=-how t0 valk through the streets of Rome
alone, take a coffee alone, look at the ruins alone, with
your own thoughts as you have them at home, You aren't
molested in Rome, Italians don't moleat. They're too
considerate, for one thing: for another, it's a clumsy wvay
of trying to win a vomens

They approach you. delicatelys Not always, Bub
usually, Aro you English? {You don't reply, of course).
Jmerican? Perhaps you are French?  Parlez-yous franceis?

Sprechen-540 Deutsch?  Allora--<you must be Iltalian, thene--
Lei parla itslienol You essume thet after a few more
questions he will lost heart---or face (people are beginning
to notice)s But he doesn't lose anything. Your silence
was an encouragement t0 him; without knowing it you comnitted
a tactical blunder, Silence equals offeriég no rasistence;
and offering no resistance (for a Roman}) is halfeway to boing
vion,

You oan get up and leave, you can walk faster, but he
mey do the same, He mey walk alongside you for half a mile
or more., He mey telk the whole time without you giving him
one reply., But even if he's talking a lenguage you Know
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nothing ebout he'dl mske himself understoods He has that
knack: +this is the knaok of a people who've been invaded
meny times and suffered many indignities (from the foreigner)
in silence, He's patient,

Sooner or later he will convey to you that he really
likes you=~-not you as any voman but you in yourself, You
7ill bezin to understende--in pidgeon German, English or
gesture-Italien~--that actuslly he made & choice when he came
up and spoke to you. sooner or later you will have to walk
to your hotel or to a restaurant, A restaurant may scare
him off, a8 there is the question of & bill to be paid; bdut
Rome is becoming & prosperous oity end the bitter old days
of only having one suit and one vhite shirt to your name
{lovingly kept for Sundays) aro over,

And for all you know yourself you may have chenged your
feclings without meaning to0: you mey have started to find
hime-sinteresting--«refreehingly confident--~imaginativa,
You mey thinke-sby this time-e-that he and you don't look
too bad side by side, walking slong the street (which would
be impossible to think in London if you were just talked to
in thot Waye--yet---if only people were more forthcomingese)
‘You may be finding his tolerance~--his folerance of your
silence and your (presumably) haughty locke--you may be
finding that very sympsthetic, tco, Then perhaps your
heughty look will begin to disappear, 4nd he will notice
this at once, to the second, His hour will have begun,

.Ho asks no price for his compeny---he doesn't even ask

v a the price .of your ettention., .nd this simple lack of




ambition attracts you, You like hime«=to make things quite
clear-«-ag & porson, Of course @s a mane=-a malc~-ea bag of
Italien trioks--~you know him too well to take him seriously.
But as a person he's worth listening tos. Then, after all, hs
has seen something about you that, perhaps nobody else has
Quite penetrated to; sc perhaps he's not so simple, efter alls
Perhaps not such a beg of tricks after all, And you're on
holidays You can drep him at the next corners«-today-setoe
moryrov,

Now this 1s ell very viell for a holiday, But suppose
wou live in Rome? You ¢an do what the Romsn woman does in
the same situation: you can look strajght ehead with a delidbe
erate, herd, contemptuous seowl, es if you wouldn't even look
at a doz like that (you've got better things in mind-e-a rather
wounding thought, that), This does discoureges But even
then not alweys, For one thing you have to be quite mature
to do it, and you really have to feel the contempts  And then
you sre a foreigner, and not used to scowling at men,

So whet 4o you do? well, you can go to the police.

There wae the case of tho American girl vwho plodded all over
the ruins of the Colossoum trying to ccneentrate on them
while a young Romen followed her six inohes avay (his faoe
eix inches away) talking in a kind of tremdling passionate
undertone all the time: 4t is quite the thing to tell a
women you'!ve naver clapped eyes on bofore that she's extra-
ordinerily becutiful, e reel poach---as she's passing by;

you mey blosk her pathe---in which case, if sho's a Romen too,

she will walk round you without even giving you a glance,




But this rmericaon girl didn't knov any of these things,

and she had come a long viay to see the Colosseums So she
vent to the police, who had an office more or less in the
ruins, perhaps just for situations of that kind., And their
anewer was, 'Do you vonder men follow a beautiful young women
like you?' And they goave her a bunch of roses---toock them
out of a pot on the teble--~urapped them up nicely and gave
them to her---something, they said, to remember them byl
Mow you cen't be gnnoyed at that kind of thing. But
it does stop you seeing the Colosseum if that's what you
reslly vant to see, After all, you may be in Rome on
business. You meay vant to teke pictures or prepare a
lecture, How can you explain that to the young man when
you know he'd be only too happy to toke your photographs for
you and give you a (probebly accurate) lecture not only on
every stone in the Colosseum you want to know about but every
other sncient building in Rome? Romens arc the most wondere
ful improvisers ih the world, after all, They've had to be.
There is one answer and one ansver onlys You buy @ dog.
From that time on no young man will approasch you, let alone
telk to you with his fece six inches away. At best he will
call out (from inside a car) to ask whether your dog lays
eggs (a favourite question) or if his neme is Antonios You
don't have to scowl, You can even ansver the question.
snd he won't approach you., He's far too afraid of dogs.
And if you ere approached it will be by e man (probebly very
polite, talking English, end middle-sged) who will engquire
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sbout your dog, heving one of his om,
But 4isn't this rather disappointing?




