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Geasneavasasasd tagaderkehadradgcdcoga datt .
Cesare wds a slim; good-looking young. man with b3E&%k ha
and a delicate, slightly .surved nose, ' He was anteLtall,
moved softly and lightly. I used to see him in a trattopfa === -
vﬁﬁ)z in—tid—Rome, usually with af Amertocen woman of ‘
He would smile towards our tablé most politely, with a little
nod of his head, It wes 1mpossible to imagine him[doing any-
thing ebrupt or hars BE—Y 3 everything
seemed delicate an ~-uAsub issive, tor
lacked the boutniful, rather plump-rlesh-» ease Of so many otman,
Italians, and thoff# blind; staring qualitys—®S if the world 9
3 moved round them) , Far from being
it blind or lost in his senses| he ‘seveatheElnpreas boncafabe

seemed ﬂ%ég;gggf in the Italien sense of the word L formal
n fact I often w29dered whether he was wholly

Nwaj Wi an
e Itallan, and wtheaeﬁperhaps heceﬁme:from the mnxtxxgnxktnrn

'k;- ernmost pa ‘%ear the Alps s5:£EEt=ae;§?esented—mure. ‘
e ; .ffx“ ness—th the= etien-—> But Le told me

one day, when I asked h1m, that he- was Boman‘born and bredi
His fath had —sove Sheps “the—fashionab hopping o
.Cesare wasn t in fact a Yery young man. Cﬂ.
He was in his early forties, But he gave the impression of

a youthful delicacy and shyness, I remember wheny he told me .

that during the war, after the ArmisticeAbetween the westerm ‘Pﬁj
llies end the newl~y formed ItElian government, He had walked ‘“~—Y
rom one side of Italy to'the other, mostly alo ountain paths,
vitbho money, how this image I had of him;jes ingocent o (ézz}
arshness and shyly withdrawn from the worl_t wgs sustained by

Y, " his deseription , So.that g him as a kind
,of romanti anderer for a moment, his unifor; :§s (he had
Q,W” fficer), hatless, but still W ingfstrangely .

sk
and beautiful, not sweating... —

He and the Rublefal-born womsn alvays sat in a corner of the
rattoria, quietly, sometimes never addressing each other;“an

they rarely joine other party. I took them for a married
couple who lEd=got bgied and irritated with each other, But
then someone told mefthey yeren't merried; and a little later e
-ﬂx \,u4 invited m& up t0 thod¥” flat, - 1t was an awkward cold-

_’looking place--~just two rooms), k= A ——
—oT=the-—Toom set out to be artlstic, w1th rather useless;nwhla'

beams here and there, and & bookcase sticking out infip the middle ;iler=
With a settee 1n front of 1t all Jagged and devised without‘ﬂ7é&“;74a
rEiis i WaPrH S H/-&—P i3 v s © G 5 m/ﬁ-\‘d‘-y : "
. The ‘an-born w Q... wes a pale, Yery thin creeture with a
~ rakRERX crecked voice, and she spoke in pilaned, pretentious
sentences, trying to use big words and to convey wery complicated
idess, I couldn't concentrate on anything she said, and had

neeuin (g

52

——eafE€IiNg Of Waste and.Sterility)dE=tie—time, She "Wojld talk
= . about books, or pietures, or the latest film, and everything

' seemed syphoned thro%%h i gggﬁx brain, _The ' things she talked
dkwf_' about didn'% s life, or for beople, but to hewerssem— T

Qﬁ%ﬁg_, Yfochnique or performence or style or machinery of
annedd " _“some kind., Her sentences were all jagged and disturbed like the
N
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2. .
.1y room, and she kept referring to people being izEmikzied 'sens
] to _things or 'unse She said she had a 'high degree of

sensitisatéon to noise', meaning she the load radio# in the
courtyar day,y bud=that] she wasn't ‘'sensitised at all to
humen presence as. obstructio "of the psyche!, meaning she could
work with other people in the room., s4ad She spoke in a dry,
breathless way as if she couldn't get sufficient moisture into
her mouth and ss—if—she wers.trying to whip a dead heart into
life again. All 3B richness seemed to have gone out of her
XmExsRmxhadxxkrangiexxtiraggexy She had strangely hollow
sj¢darker then the resy of her face, and she sat hunched up, onef
er shoulders angular, mﬁ

&Wa—y hollow vt
e ut I had heard that once: she Was,'the most beautifu Z7 omen 1n/@“
_W : S :: : f- >38 !‘:"."- :” 'a'L' and.she
¥ v hed. stayed afterwards,. because she coulfi’hS¥esr forget that

fternal end megic quality often bestowed on a place by war---l&;r

twemu%deetn% foad i Moty Lot wes ¥ Bod
She talked to me about this, zfaydn—ﬁm nk ‘) Hope g, by

'This was some eity in the war---that's why I stayed---it's
never been the same since---I'm’ dertain it-wasn't like it before,
either---all the streets seemed-different--=" .

I said I thought this was.the glow war often put on 2 place.
I'd spent two days in Rome during the wer, and the city Idsew seew
then hed nothing to do with the .eity I knew now,> J4¥~heda't-—boen-
realy— It fiad been & sort of glowing scene,* e
to—meke—ea—dailyIife, When I returned to Rome sorfe years after
the war I hadn't recongised ome—of- the streets e

"fhe fabulous quality had gone,'ali’'WNowe — chih Zad ppitr & diff. spect = 3,778

She nodded and said, 'I guess I was looking for it te¢ happen

" again, but short of another war it wouldn't., 4nyway, it s been

a graduel let-down. ever since---' and' she castg a elow né@rrowed
- look; so dusty, across at Cesare who sat telking to &n—e%her—yeung—
mﬁwéz wema—m, his head bacg/against the settee in a way that gave him a
-swoet—and helpless even frail . look, e
umwhen ‘she/8d met him and she xaxd Toiime. just efter
o war, Their Wwork had become connected as hejw&S“on some
ohitEEtUra > scheme  £1HG0< ROUTHATEET . They had worked for
~Tonths in the same office---".l‘hen... She added with a smile, and
shrugged her shoulders slowly: .7
There was a silence, and 1 looked across at him,
'We're talking about you', I said, 'How you met each other',

5],,‘,“&{1@;- 'Oh, yes!, he answered in English, He—e‘peke—-w-i-t-h—a—efmeé.al—
‘g, dotteate_seriovsness, For & moment, ~watching .his face, I felt

;?a rush of we@m friendship dowards him, for that Italian quality 1
d come to recognise, of a certein clear-bright and dazzling, yet

Hewcica ©  shadewy,—burming intelligence,Then ‘it disappaeared like & brief
s giddiness, Chwn Ng’(%/7
'I'd just come Back from Aaaer—i—ea . VL { !
. *Oh, were you in Amreriea? ! clia \-/Wg& v
u@")L 'Yes ‘I was two years «a—tﬁﬁ‘aﬁ—"“ ”m, °“f g 4)6“)
:z'eally? rdsrine—architocture’ aﬁ‘f’h “b. v
He paused for a moment---nothing fgmed to take him unawares
or dist b his del 2 hen odded gravely. ) e

, Fsaw thém several times after that b@i-ef—]:yn;—and,{they seemed.
tZ b ine more mErs—end-“hore. irriteable with each other, .Some=-

times he would give her a cold,,level glance, or not answer ¥

. N ) ion, and she woyld remain gHite undisturbed, as if bedng- Lo
ey rejectéd b -was’ a pleasuregbesireny  She seemed to smile
teg ™ . inwardly, &nd ‘she wéﬁld talk ofi in a droning voice, endlessly,s duz(r—ln1

as if he weren't in the roon, They looked too tired wikhxsmaxi
oi‘-—-eaeh—ot'he‘r to have a Ts&1 quarrel.

LY U R AL

.



, to Austria or
a alone, Then -
/ ica for many months, and he ~wnw?—fxihh;¢;gé VieA<d “bo
i AT another woman, R e S T e
- > This other woman wéas =wnwﬁwmn»m- 2| a 1azy, indulgent,
Eyvfﬁwh‘ wry and sensuous dispoisiton, with & quii® hendsome but nervous
face and childish, light-blue eyes which /she sometimes cast
aggnzfﬁ“affected modesty .end with | ‘”‘°t‘§~§§§}§11
sife quietly approved of impropriety but/had to m
facial gesture against it, She was separated from her husband =
-and_foer-nearly four yeers had-hed one man after ahother, sometimes
falling in love, or saying she fell in love, and sometimes tre&t-
' it as a raw sensuous adventure.‘vaﬁd;a&ig;h@astama,She had ‘
,@JaJF£> firuyxexstioxakys firm, well-rounded hips snd a full bosom, and
éf ’ seemed to grow more senwmuous in body with each man,™ She wasn't
happy, and ys said she wanted dﬁIv—tc—murry“Egﬁgh and settle
down, Ever new affair seemed to her zmmxm® the most important
. o experience she'd ever had, and she always liked to talk about it
to her friends, Then a£tea—e—nnck—%4me—there would be an estrange--
. _-—ment, she would have & crisis—and-loek-tired and ill, them there
&%*J wWould be another man and the process wou1d~§¥§?f)again. She was
interested in a man nmost when he showed s—oertein indifference towards
her, but the moment he secemed to need her she cooled,
Cesare had known her for some years, ERgxxhkmxiadxEaExxmxmxzmf

; thaxfxnxpnnpinxznxxhaxx and mnst have heard about some of her
adventures.:» s e

Often she would go away, for weeks on end
and, and _he would eat in the trattor

B

—"his, They had—dinner together almost every evening, and often

he took her to night=ciubs, She would telephone him at his
office, and he Would sliow impetience if éhffgggeﬂan—appeiﬁt

other man. 411 this wasasedret, ey never went to

rattoriggfand she never mentioned his name to her

: as she wotld normally mention the neme of her{lover

He asked her not to give him publicity, as she/fad doAé with

\:) AZher other men. For one thing'there was the B&gﬁfén-been_ﬂngQJng?“*“

nd for amother he had a certain position to keed up, being older

" than most of the other men she'B#d khown.,- of ten at the
‘ beginning oft&, affair, she was -quiet end-demure, casting o
her eyedéa lot agg/never—&uest;oaeag—hﬁn But gradually s:e thtif*
% began to .have anxletie-. Enxxxz!‘SE5:§ia&uattyﬁﬁmﬁEFQHﬁﬁFQET<~‘a
’if;hﬁ’ wasgu”p a4z 3, o “person she was He was ggsffint-
wkyb erested 1n,;/wOm¢n who felt cool towards him;Ed skxomaExfExt
- b 3.4 dxtm tnixxthnxnxnaxtnxxnmmxktxnnx fx&xttt;xifxxhnxxxx

at on ¢ée felt the neei to desert Mép if owed tee—muelr
, warmth ty;A1so she began to find out that he ad ‘as many women
*;”Jlx as she/i men., And he.too had been married 2 &I was very

' "'surprlsed to hear this, remembering kxxxduizzﬁ EXREXBEXEXG XL RE
vﬁ waxxkexaxd him in the trattoriak--for &s-she begen to find out

. |t these things she. begem—to gdve, himjpubl-icity,” Her ?ﬁﬂﬁ& w%y ] )
G4§’ of giv1ng a 1over publlclty was: to ask .g, fr?~nd for dvice¥,
N“ . And ZE b—oe S oF e these L




4. ‘ i
made & scene at his office, or weited outside the palazzo where
Lo he lived to see if o ‘her women went in, he was brusque afa cold,
V‘/ and tobd heF she wee vulger’, =& that he must have his freedom,
_ But- wﬁer‘she—maée—eth&wa stayed out the whole
nlght he would ring her fla ly and leave messeges with
he maid, and then shout_at her furiously for being a 'whore's
D Sloﬁy her .body chean
pe-n&ed:—e%&-a—x—i—e—ty—;

Tt el vegun—to—de—so—even—before—her

She lost the round, fleshy look in her hips,
- and her chest began to look sunken. Her eyes took on a paler
and dimmer look, and her hair seemed more straggly. She began

to wear loos dresses retirer in the Twegties style, -aa no longer
the erotio, é‘fﬁ&f-ﬁ-&t&ug dresses she’Bad aﬂegssworn bef

: . he spoke softly, and always seemed tired ~—She lost exual
W; . apmé looksd schoolmarmish. Beepie—begm—t'o—see-
" ; mpl - Tysvrange = e

1-"'-__- Br=10rT "lll-\l et EIso/bece LLIVE Foungs—w
¢ ko—heé gave thet mpression. of elicatel and ¢lan ée —
, " xltingawoman ving BET e direeit—relust sqtisflaction,
\' Jy‘s" . 3ire had ljalways been n rcissistic, and oul neve quit foiget :

hers e-with & man. And yow tiils narcissi sm_beclame déspa

At

at

"ea » S OOK "“—! . LI w"i-'-"'“ & ?- B3N T oo e—anG
w;i ﬂ AFore with shamexaxd Se told hg_a:&:%eén that éesare was elways ..
f 'cor cting' her. . He cowsd only bear. her ‘fo wear certain pale ‘1\:2

colSurs, and thought most 'of her clothes 'crude' Zrd fe didn'tenre
, do—this in a condemning way., He ; yomap—aeiicately

4 §He made her St T—a-mpty “
. He had a way of 1Mok wpg at a woman with a secretly app-rec-.
,) w} v iative warmth in his eye$y8s if to tell her that he saw the goddess ="

in her, unlike most—f th other men, A2 Me seeme?ﬁ;o be look=

ing at her face—amd body ¢ 2 in a marvelling;“gs if to
say, 'But how strange you haven t realised before---&id you reeally
AU ¥ not know you had these wonderful little gifts---is it really true
LY — %% no_one told you about them bEPETS...?' 4nd of course no
e attratcive woman cool to _this., She began to feel under his @& 2
. eyes that she could do nothigh that wasn't dazzling and exquisite,
. coreection he gave ‘her was apparently due to her falling
- ol short of the exquisite imege he had of her, She, knowing what
o e 4 spell-bound ettention she had created at first, was of course ‘
terrified of losing it, and wanted to keep the’ imege there, 4nd
[EIRON he used 4t as a kind of blackmail, She did everything he suggest-
lﬁ“’w ¢ ed, She rushed out and bought the hideous colours he liked best,
;e«"vf _¢~-She even began reading the books he 1iked, especcially Proust. He
n Xt

AR , told her that he was essentially Proustian, end=that there ol
- ,l:,,ﬂ certain vulgarities he couldn't bear a8s antartist: £ -

) oy . A& This explained his-delicate sensz ility., She began to talk

“&“/’ more' carefully, beceuse he asked for Wit emd for more‘spiritual’

X .u forms of conversati ;regther—ewn’he L
N’W"B

ody as & shrine{ he told her fri nds that she’lmd never had
. an a men like him, he was !'perfectiz=mmr¥ertous’ in bed,
. 7 “ But she was human, Her other men Had given her, in time, rounded
e
kMo-/"‘

ips and warm appetites, "‘8@ she fpll short of being a shrine.' T Ko«lf
A1l adey, the more he criticised he attad s

R

eand threw up his hends at

Horror at some—tvulgs e felt the obscenity ‘of hewimp- her s,
v s Yody, and‘ta—kaifEé 1S e ada witHA 3, and of having lived
erto in a kind of fleshly sloug
/ at night, whe ef_qas‘t"n“ﬁed wit

and sj a . ' S A
But™ whén she "showed how Willing she was to do anxtging he'
thought best, ooled and mgde other appointments. He told

W ‘her he hed ‘to work 18te at the offige, , Then she /phoned the' office
T end found he wasn't Xax there. &% he was going to work at /‘\

, ‘ ot
@ .ﬂ”"MDA S A W‘zrwwciwu,lmx \"‘

T
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5, ' s Aonk '
home, Then she found he didn'{y/ rétumn from-the—offtce until
after midnight. She "he was going out with other

women, He always threw up his hends if she suggested it,
But several things happened to make “it obvious,n Hmxtzkixker
oaExdnndayxthzixhexwasxgaiagxtoxsiaxperghxforxtiexdayyxandxske
AEXDRERXSE A xRNEXNINIRXXIMEXERRIXxXBuixkanxhpiaddedxxntdx Nkt
axkixEXmxiaughxtxakxkexdx axkxxheenxpnX i ngx ek xXexyxandxkhxk
haxweuidxbexkaktiagxwprkingietxhomexaxxxdayx- “He was seen at . .
: a night club with a striking Negpess A froo-
e~mar. With thick hips and a provevative, burning gaze, St1ll she /
— didn't believe it, He was s6 convincing when she saw him sagain,
He would look at her as if to .say, 'dnd you, with all those gifts
L 1've so=ufen told you about, L;eally believe #tmat 1 could be
> interes: in another woman?¥ &w¥, Being flatteredT*her
staryed self-10 again, she promised not to Spy on
VﬁwiﬂV'him tx, or doubt bis word. He would elways say, 'Why yes,
&

she ghases me, she s in love with me, «=Sometiring, bdut I know
mmgtastesi And he would lean back &nd smile at her lazily,
his eyes making a tiny dark sparkling movement, and put out his
hand in a gesture of compassion---kzw compassion for the other
woman It was impossible not to believe him, eSpeciall 'f you

ShExyXELETX xzuxxcug far Ifshe called him e liar it dethroned<::f
. Jer as well dethroned ¥ his 1ittle complimentg. ]

But at the“$fme time she played her own di%Fe gemd, to0o.
Whenever he seemed to be lying she made &nh appointment with another
mén, and when/Gemwre seemed really cool towards her---meaning he

-didn't even ouble to pay her complimen ooked at h;r with
bitter disgust and said, 'My God, you look: ghastly Vem~she
woulg,_s,.tay,»ou-‘b—mmlgnt- The spying became reci ocal,;{"%’d obses ~

e Ngive, They eeeh. begen to realise that the other was a pdrctadide
dwin @ yractised and le liar, and thet until now they had always
ad-“ﬂ oy o meet morally better people than themselves, 4

n who knew them both; after listening to one of her long
stopries about his lying and treachery, said with a smile 'Siete
fatti l'uno per l'altro', you are made for each other,
— , se ~be an- o.. v l1ike man and wife;, out of mutual fear
= Jore S -wourd—Speseme nights—at her glat,
#.e nd she some nights at his. They agreed to try 'en experimental
W ." period of marriage', to see how far they were really compatible.

W7 T /Butmt hemB T UGG L O™S 1T m A ED e Ol-summthon—he—began—to_tak or_Y) .
4 ’ gran»’ced.,_s’he*t"”éka-ceunatarmme&wre-sr*andwhen—s o=Treaned m—7
o a %/ { Yoo-much he witHATeWgm—==ThHey~KeDo~caCI OtHeT 8=at tentlon by

iﬁdﬁf 7 | xaxxtExEXEXRxImS '.nnﬁxxuixuittxmxxﬂﬁf“v il and-xEkaXimEx
\ strategyi st mesxihny xwanidxspEnd xRxdny T ERERANRXF X EAd e

‘ xzaxdxxead But > he_gza®-struggle-—went oni >—Fhey—kept—each—other's
blackmail and strategy.me « o,
) o

;m ~ : =
plea.su;:es.., She wandered round aﬁ.—.‘b&w from friend to friend.,.
Her face was sallow and “drawn, and days at the sea made no
ﬂ difference; , Late one night she r D axfriexdxzxd e—friefd—

’ and told him’she had to telk to someofle, and would ®e come round
at once, otherwise she would throw herself out of the window?

T B= said, no, ke‘was tired and had to work the next day, bgt rather

-~ than throw herself out of the window why didn't she came round to
~sv6 pim for a few minttes?’ She 'said she couldn't because she had

a ‘temperature; then rang off, I He began to get anxious and after

an hour rang her back, But she seemed to have forgotten ¥&eir

conversation, She spoke lazily---Cesare had =pylzen to her, she

IE1k ed

(244
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6,

said---and added a little curtly thet she was tired now

#anted to sleep. \eagu&
Tng—ﬂugﬁégn—bern—wuma“ then:gggg{back Everybody exp cted
a crisis, bit apparently heP affair with © sare, Which had /gone on

for over twelve years, was finished. She, and Number Two hed
always been friends; and they remained soéb*’They even breakfasted.
together at Cesare' s flat, after- he had gone to work, to the
astonishment of his maid, They didn't .talk about him, but both
knew the other knew, Number Two remained in sole possession,
But one morning, after spending the night alone & her own flat,
she went to Cesare's !just to check up', before the maid was due
to arrive, No one was there, but under the bed she found & CRus=e
___btisswe-paper handkerchief, which she said only a women, &nd probably
g n woman, would carry about with her, ‘Then she found

- womean's toilet equlpment---including EEXETEEETER
a pessary and contraceptive tablets--<in the bathroom, This
wasn't necessarily a proof of anything, because she knew the
Qther woman sometimes slept there, notbhaving found a place of
her owh yet, . 4And Cesare told her that his relation to her wes
now that of a“brother? Also it didn't seem likely that he would"
want her now; she having lost her looks, But the contraceptive
apparatus wwrried her, and in the evening she tackled him about
it. He 'gave her a still gaze and thén said slowly and coolly,
'You are quite disgusting. I never wish to see you again,'
She went home; and after an hour or so a taxi came with Cesare's
maid, bringing back all her clothes and odd belongings. She at
once.. retaliated by sending her maid with all his belopgings. The
affair seemed closed, but after two days he rang her up and invited
her to dinner as if nothing hed happened. The ExpErixmxtizX
period o h e al-ms 8 S__QVe and they were back at the
lover-etage, seeing each other only e few times gweeky

She spent the night with him egain, at his £ lat, and next.
- morning was just about to leave, after he had gone to the office,
when his maid called after her casually, 'You'll he here tomorrow
then?'b She turned and, sen51ng something, said with sxgequal

casualness, 'No; why?' : .
'Oh, it doesn't matter',.the meid said, 'only(;éz:}gnore
said to buy enough bread for two tomorrow,' ~
'For tomorrow' s breakfast?.!

a Clivezz

'Yes. s
The maid didn't seem to. realise what she hed said, and
Number Two murmured; 'Oh, he might have made & mistake.' Then

she went home and declded to 1ay ag’ plan, and catch him out once
and for all,
- .She rang him in the evening because not doing so might have
roused his suspiecions, He told her he was going to work at home,
on something very important, and she said. she wouldn't disturb
him, and would go to bed early herself..“ They spoke politely to
‘each other and agreed to see each other the following day, when
the worst of his WorkK wes over, ’ &kxxxxiiixha&xx She had the key
-to his flat; an extra oge, and ad?j;Lshe would im.the
next day. refom

She was very sleepy and had an early dinner, quite alone,
which was m=s%¥ unusual for her, She was silent and kExzey
collected, without her usual neXvoxx restlese indecision,
Then she went to bed, at about.nine o'clock, and set the alarm for
two o'clock in the morning. ‘She went to sleep -at ohce and woke
up; perfectly clear and energetic, even before the alarm went offo
= She took a texi across the river, and dismissed it & hundred
metres or so before Cesare's palazzo, She did the rest on foot,




) ' . 1 ML)@L’? ..
7. . Cui"‘““ s '

keeping close to the massive Stone’ buildingq{%nr&ﬂmbséde-ef
the-—nerrow street, She'd deXtberetely put on soft, low-heeled .
shoes, There was no light from his window, but she knew he
took the precaution of always buying thigk curtain'material.
She didn't teke the 1ift up, in case the noise wmkmxhimxmy put
him on guard, Outside his door, on the fifth floor, she waited
and listened, There wasn't a sound and no light showed under-
neath, She turned the key, and went in on tiptoe. There
/ was no moyement at all inside, ‘She knew every c¢arner of the flat
and need”7ho light to go straight to the bedroom, The door was
‘open, as it always was at night, to meke & breeze from the window
of the sitting room, She:went swiftly ints—SEe—wzem and waited
for her eyes to grow accustomed to the dim light, There were
tgg§§§ggis. Cesare was in his place, and the head next to him
was She welked closer, It was the Nigerian girl, «#
Wxxx the sheets hugged up to her- nose! . They Were both a&leep.
She stepped forwerd to make sure it was really her---there might
be other black-faced women he slept with---and knocked over a
b at side of the bed, It .crashed down, end Cesare
de%fE;;?#ﬁSEEIﬁSQ/ She ren to-the ‘door, but heqtad seen her, ﬁ%?y
'Vatene via', he said in a.clear voice, '€ non fare une '
scena,Y Go away and don't maks a 8cenes, : Clee ~ Leeboss .
. k’; He said it ih en almost paternal way---firmlx:
Py,ﬂqb“*' +a, 4is it happened it was the best tone
' ‘he could have takeng at—=that—momemt, Lt made her feel ex¥iwdod
The Nigerian Wolke-dp—eand Was sitting up, . )
umbes—Lwo ran t6 the front door sad=simutsdsteySlocts
i

of her voice,
“ow she knew, piece together ZTI~¥H§“-~ZEE;
other lies heé%@d tol§§gnumuu-u- ¥omen—, and wondered if he
told the sama‘atfgvggﬁﬁzﬁggg_gg_ﬁhem. ¥hen After she!fmd been
i aeck—inher—fl our she decided to ring the Nigerian
girl, whose number.‘jc happened to know, SHE : home,
and gound/slespys ) But 'still a doubt ecame Into Number

Twe s minaf/ﬁs to whether it reé«lly had been her, For there
ther dark-faced women in Rome; some of whom Cesare knew,
e said nothing and put the phone-down,. On the other hand,
¢ Nigerien girl had/had time” to.get from Cesare s to her ow
pleace, Cesg;gfwouIﬁjprobably have sent  her home®at once, knowing
that Number-<wo had a key and might cause more trouble, €.

following day she w Cates
v:tﬁnatanamadaxﬂnmxetakamahax&xandxanhianaralhianhn a
t o/ whom—she—he atened—suiside;——She—EEREd Mim—£or edive,
dvice. Should she ask the Nigerien girl point-blank Whe%?ﬁﬁo

n
i

she 'd been sleeping with Cesare, or should she ask Césare
the other hand, if the Nigerian thought there was any doub
her mind she would at once say ‘no, and Cesare was in any- case
: a liar, (&The—friemd told her to phone the Nigerian girl up and
&/W;ED ask, even casually, 'Did Cesare say anything about me last
nigth' #nd if the other girl said, 'But we weren't together
last night' she could easily reply, 'Oh I'm sorry, I thought he
was going to have dinner with you., He said sanething of the
sort.,! It was rather ap ingenious. plan, And it was effective,
The Nigerian girl asnwered at once, "Of course he did}
What do you think?! When Number Two asked how long it had been
going on, she said; 'You'd better ask him that, darling,’'
she’left him alone that day; both at the office and at home,
Instead, she phoned the Nigerian girl again in the evening,
and told her with a rush how Cesare had been lying to her all
theseé months, and how.he had told her that she (the Nigerian



b

/8enpgés may hafe been eci

.she wes dedorativ

8.

girl) had been chasing.him and wazxmadkyximxisxExwtihxkitm

seemed to be madly in love with him, The Nigerian girl laughed
coollly at this, smdxmysx without rancour, as if to say, 'The

old rogue!' and then said, "He worried the life out of me;, And
he's been doing so for months. He used to ring me yp all day.,"
Then she added, "He told me. the same ablut you, He said he wasn't
interested in you at all really, but you kept worrying him, and

he was afraid what you might do to yourself if he suddenly dropped
you', They begen to work on his character reciprocally, Evenings
were pieced together over which:he hed lied either to one of them
or to bothapt_xhemw At the end the Nigerian girl said, "But in
any case he wes—ailweys impotent-When—h31ras‘wittrnmn~ e never
really mede’ love, a d I don't know why he went on trying.," But

eople doubted this last piecegg;;itxmadnxhaxsxhn xxsXippedxin
//§§£;c¥t didn't ring very true,. that Cesare Would find the Nigerian
‘

ess exciting| than Number Two or—perhaps—she was. too—rebust?
and second that, the Nigefien gi-l would admit to gnother Woman
that man Wes) impotent with her, But it was the kind of story
Number Iwo wquld meke up to ‘shof people that whil¢ Cesare deserted .

her for anotier Woman he was still imreststi¥Ey under her senuous
sway, and ocoyldn't bring himse)f to any degree of passion with

another woma g LS0—0CH ---i,-u-l'l-lu.k-lequu 88—ay te

inte £en Both—she—eamd T : —at—the—thought -

X?nr dropped or—eanother-ifoves -Thev—had o7 be he—¢ -n.-
flalf the struggle betweenthem was a strugglp WK to get to \\_

the finishi'k-post first; with another lover, He had got there,
but her J@#4¥ef story correctef metters a little It seemed to

say he would never find anothpr -shrine like her/body-=-~though she
knew secretly that he had propably mede all his| women feel thims

_~But on[the other hend it was possible-that the Nigerian
girl had/ﬁB excipeflent for hiim. .- She We€ new to Betie, and provoc=
ative ,/Eaxixetxfiexwomtd aland his”"venity rather than his
ted; Shesbecame quite well known ong
'aftists? gfid journal¥€ts, and her photograpgh pas sometim 8 in

e megazines and pe spapers.,' She was c¢olourful, and at his s&ﬂ”
He mey~have imegiréd hinself-"
But on the Qther hand it|was possible tlhat the Nigeriem
girl had no excitement for him; She was new|to Rome, and provo-
cative, and his vPnity rather| than his sensqs/may have been excited,
She [pecame) quite fell-konwn ixxxihrmxaxkizk among the artists and
Journalists as a [‘colourful' personality, anid at his side she mﬁgngxv

lookﬁﬁecor tive apd unusueli | pe pev. have imegined himself g€
pert—ef /8 |kind—of Fleurs du Mal world, inlnjneteenth century
Paris; de;icate pale; de sabuse, with his‘\'damé ereole auzx
charmes ignor@s,' the dandy df the Vie del (BT S0, DUt She was
bpvoad-shouldered, tall, with § u ssive breasts, and the image of
that séensuous affront which e had destroyeg in Number Two eamd

ha n the RusstBn-born W Per hdps it was true that
they were in bed 1ost all pe sion, and apologised

to her, Above a1l he seemed|to want to destroy all suggestion
ofg#ﬁ* nels«for~him peasant- 4--thx:x Faxxmfxfkexhyxkixa
ipadxyEice ¥xthe sturdiness body, loudness of voice, ribaldry,

grossness bf movement, slownggs of mmEx , end in the Russian

born woman|and Number Two he|had substituted a frail, wasted

look, softness of voice, Wit lelegance and bookish disccureer—7uR .
In italy it\ is impossible to|ekxaggerate the closeness of the

peasant to the eity., He still gives the {tone to life, He is
still the majority, Hé swanms at the edge of the city, and into
the city, - giving even Rome a leountry air, And the middle class,
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CESAREs Aw) THE CH/IVERE ,

Cesare vas & siim, good«looking young mon with dark hair
and @ dalicate, slightly curving noses He was quite tall, and
moved sof'tly nd lightly. . 1 used to ses him in a grattoria,

. usublly with & woman of Chiness  origin. Ho would smile tm;aras

our table most politely, with & little nod of his heed. 1t vas

© impoisidle t6 imagine him doing enything ébrupt or harehs In
'evetything he seomed delicate and thoughtful, and porhops a bit
‘submiesives He lacked the biind, staring ’Qual,iﬁy of other Romsnsi
far from boing 1est.in his sensed he soenéd ingless, in the Itelfan
‘meaning of the mrd;wraﬁheﬁ Sool end formal. In £e6t, I often
vwondered if he was wholly Itelian, and if perheps he didn't ¢oms
from the .vene-éo or the Alpss Bub he told me .one day, when I esked
nim; thet he was & Romeén *born end bred, His fabther wes e big
lendlord tnd owned .several blocke of flate in Naplées ond Palermo

Cesare vesn't e vory young méne. . He wes in bie edrly forties,
But hé geve the impression of a gnuthmx ghynesn and insesuritys
1 remember when he toid 15y ﬁig-aﬁ Gerire—the=rer i terthe W B3 SLI0E

"””,“ - e Il‘»v-f‘Ln.wa-J"
W he @6. walked from one side eﬁ.‘ J:taly to thgt& e:the%
mostly eilcng ALffioult mountain paths; with no money , | EEEERIGE
SR im%e- I oiresdy had of himeeets $nnoctent of any hershness,
&nd ehyly vzﬁndram from the voridewewas fuptained by me desorips
Mm, an he/qmeanﬁ it to be perhepy, 80 tim‘b .J saw hin ag /3 kind of
Tomintic wapdérer for & mmﬁnt, his uniform in rege (hetd been
en officer); hatlets; but still wmooth ond trimelooking; strangely
as ke +e3k oF «s
beautiful, not sweating or hungry or irriteted er—mmerrtwpcitis
wreudd fe .
=5
fe end the Chinese women elvwéys sat in & cornexr of the .
irattoris, quietly, sometims never onde addressing each other;




and they rarely joined another party, I Sock them for a
married gouple who weré & bit bored with each othoers But then
‘somoons told me that they weren’t marrieds And & 1ittle. he
invited us up to his flat, 1% wes an awkvard, coldwlooking pleGoess
Just two roomss These et out o bs Sxtistic, vith useless.
 indtotionebeams across the veiling émd.e bookosse sticking out in
| tho middle of the room With & Settee in front of 1%, ell Jagsed.
cand dovised, without 8ay intimesy at ells The Chinese wéuan vas
‘a pale, thin dreature with & ¢racked Yoioe, and she spoke in
peiniully oomplicated ﬁ@hﬁéﬂﬁeé; trying to use big words end oofivey
pretenticus idetise I couldn't concentrate on anything she sedd,
and hed & feéling of oterility from her. She would telk ebout
" books or pittures or the latest film, end éverything seemed
syphensd through & dusty bréin. Theé things she gaid didn't scenm
Yo ¢ome from life or people but to be connected with teshnigue or
perfarmenes or style or machinery of some kinde Her sentences .
 were .all jegeged iike his voom, and she keépt veferring to people .
as being *sonsitieecd’ to things or *unsencitised's She said she
hed a high degree of sensitis@tion to noisé; meening she couldn't
stand the radic in the courtysrd; ehe wasn't sensibised ab all
o humen presence as cbstruction of tfhe poyché; meaning she oould
wopk With other people in fhe Foome . She époke in & breathlsus
way 611 the tiie 85 if she Gauldn’t get sufficdent wsisture inte
her mouth and wes trying to whip a.desd heart into 1life sgAine
She hed strangely hollow éyes with only & z‘émini-Séewé of the ¥
Chinese in them, durier than the vest of hér feoo; . and 'she sat
tunched: up; her shoulders anguler, her -‘51%9'5# caved iny, - Hechoard
“thét she'd onve been one of the loveiiesﬁﬁyiwqmen in ﬁth émy;‘%ﬂh
& plump, rith body that mede the Romins gapa wherever Shé wonbls
She*d oome o Rome in the war, end had stayed 4fterwavds-oub.of
love for thé oitys, | N \%’\
She talked to mo about this, S

i1



F 1% was comd 64ty in tho wirewwilts néveér been thé same
sindawseIfm sure it waan.i‘f} like 1t bafors; eithorewthe styests
seemed A1fferent-st L
I said I thought thiswas the glow wér put on things.
It mdoe overything & glowing soéndee-the baskground of death,
ghe. nodGed end said, 'I guess I was lobking for it to’
" happon 'agéin,, but short of andther war it woulan’*m ' ~Ahyﬁay,
C4%te been & gradual mt«ﬁmm aver sineew-u‘ _and ghe cas%: a s,ws:.
narwxed look; #o dusty and tﬁmd, agrross ad seaém* who ssat
tolking to my wife; his head back agéinst the ae%ae is a way
that gave him-a& holpleds and even £rail léoka ,
I aakea he¥ vwhen dhe'd met him end éhe 8aid just after the
. woresst long time ago néw (with enother duety sideglante at him) .
" fuesr work hed become conneoted: he was on some trading soheme
that, involved Shenghei, whére she was boen, They'd worked for
monthe in the samd m‘ﬁeam-'men.“* she added with-a emz.a,
There was a silencé; and I looked across at hige
twetre talking sbout you,* I ;'a,a"if&.: How you mabet
“¥ohg yes! ho ansmered in'Engliﬁh,-mﬁh the some Siight

rmoriean egcent as tho Chinedé womenyg Por & moment, watohing

his fooe; I folt & puch of friendship towerds him, for that
Italidn quality I had soms o if'eé.ofgniéei of & certain clear<bright
and daézling yot mysterious intelligendes Then 1«1; disappedred
1ike ’a‘ﬁi‘iafs’ &'};ddinwm 'X | | *

_ I%4 Just oome back from Chinaty y
1ohy yoil voré in Ching, 607" o

_ 'Yes, For ebout two yearss In Hong xmg, ,_,“\\
‘Reslly? You met Buwei thevert ’ ‘3;

'Hé pausged for & mment—-mmthing geamed %o take him mawama
\\ )\‘
or disturh his delipate aaﬁmm»ané then he noddsed gravely. Hexi ‘

.
J . i
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¢
‘gould és sasily have mot her on the st:x-eet in NaplogeseI had &
mdden improssion of him as a liaye
In a a\u'wuswwwmapé castermeesvay. tHe Chinese womsn

seemed to knéw everything. ébnut himy &omatmas he looked like
& ¢hild at her side,; Apparendly, ste knew. both his Wives Wollewe
hoe'd h@em divoraad oncé . amg separated ornoes She gven gesmed to
solledt dn enoytlopddic lmew}.aage about’ him, &8l1 t}m time storing
A% up in her peculidr English mashine~panguage, mmn he. ey oF .
"lma"y‘f' not have fought her himselif,. ﬂé liked her to spedk in Dnglish,
we heard: Italien peemed fvulgar! %o him Bwe;*b'imés; and he kmaw‘
no Chiness. Even vhen 8he was awty Lrom Remo she seemsd o be .
 protesting him 8%1131, end people said that ke nover went & dey
without weiting to hey: e¢ven, that he hapt & aiaz.‘y for herof
his most intimate Gdings, in symml»mnguageg ‘

. Yot he wouldn't tolerate 4 menbtion m hey when she vms
faway, He serewed iua nose up slightly, with d&aguﬂh ‘ Ii; was
an ¥old¥ afgaim s»ale.- Yot it nad prwe& itbelf stable,
1t hed lasted longer than eithor of his mariiageaq . The two of
. them séened so deparaté from sach otherw»m the. Poot, in
mligi,cn and t:wilisatianomthat évén while ﬁhey e mumallyﬁ
bored and ﬁissusteﬁ 'i:hey felt some fase maﬁivan, holding them '
togethérs That wes how 1% seamdf,f anyway;»-.--t;heg ‘nevex.‘mlkgi‘é;
gbout each cther if they oould help ity edoept to show 6 li%"f“e
sign of disgust. I?arhaps ghe felit proud. to use ihe odd. lan@uasé
he*d teught her: it wes light and. timewss, 1&35:3 a a*tmnga \, \\
#westorn Buddhist. fongue-<<perhaps that was ;:b, it wain o ugl;f \
for her gs. it was for us, sinde the ianguag@ wagn't auye ,mr\ (,ﬁ\

her in &ny casés - SR ‘f':\ AN
.She gezed &t Cesars from & distende, 4% his corrupt, Rama‘p
fade making {ys kindly or deliceate of bo;yim wAsk 4 aesoRding %&

the needs of the moment (thet ds, whot kind of women there wasz;ﬁx

)
poo

;
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the roem)s Perhaps the mmehinesleéngubge wes the best-way of
deseribing the péoulisr madhinery of his life, as it would heve
been t6 deseribe his Poom, and the feke &rt he put on his walls,
she seemsd 1o ool an gxquisite pover eﬂw kim; bui being Chinese
she hed no taste for power in our sonse: ihe vasn't deliberately
exéreising enything, He wag sinply en exquisite cxperiencey
in fﬁl_@.-iﬁ,, she relinguished whetever power shé had over him every

asf, every hour:. she grasped et nothings Shé stayed in his

lat when ho wanted Her Yoy left it vhen he gave the words |

fhe vtey might lest & week, &ix. minthe; im-aly a aa,y. They led
8 styenge lifes ‘ S ,
I uped to think of them &8 two poople eitbing in the crazy

. noemin‘s-land betwesn two religions; so ghippéd by what lay on

the other side of the frontier. thas they never came to terms wibh
what 1oy on thelr owe Ceea¥e had vanted. to be 8 priest: dnoe;
bub, &8 he said, demirely, with a flettered glenea downpaxds,
tpassion® had stood dn his woys B .

- Yo saw them several times aftex thaty and -they seemed to
g6% more.end nore irritetéd with each 0%118‘1‘&' Semetimes: he g’faﬁ% _
her & cold, level g;.‘wme, op deliberately diﬁn’% anwer a Questioa,

wasd

and ahesAalways oreinad

her iix*oning roice a5 i ho werentt in the vooms They' lcckefi! \
too tiredl of gash othexr éven to have @ q,uarrel. ot \
- 0f%en she would go awey, for waeks on ma, $o Austria or \g\ .
switzerlend for the cood mountains, and ho Weuld eat in the ‘,
oria slones  Then she went to China for bany menths, and he ) N
started up with enothor womens . | . - -
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Faiy.gew woman wag & friend of ouxss she came from Greede
énd had a lazy; gelf'windilgent; morbidly sensuous sharacter, with
8 hendsome but nervous. fage and ¢hildish, {Bsif&ﬁ'ﬁehlﬁé eyed which
the sometimss oagt down in affestsd modesty, with the hint,of &
wry fmile; 85 if she quiotly upproved of any fmpropreity dbut
couldn't teld you 48 mush, She was separaied fron her kumsking

. husband, end for neerly four yesrs now sho'd been goine abbut with

one.man &ftér saother; sometimes falling. in' love, or seying ehe
fell in lova,Lanﬁ gometinesd treating it 83 a raw sensucus adventuro
She hed fi¥m,; Wellerounded hips 6nd & full bosom, end Soemed %o
grow nore seneuous in body with every men: until she met Cepere,

Every new ef falr ‘waﬁ_always the most importeant exporience
she'd ever had, and she 1iked .%o give hep frionds all the deteils,
Then there would be &n estrengeménty o aé&sis-ﬁurins shich gho
would look tired and 4ll, then there would be @obheér mén and hhe
prodess would stert all over ogain, ©he was inperested in & men
nost, it seemod,; when he wis fod up with hér; but the momgnt he
seemed Yo need hér she eovolsdy

““““alfiaﬁﬁi,a“ﬂ gesare. naa known eaah obhey for samg yeors,
== TR term;. A fem woeks after the Chinosé
womén left he asked hex to dine with: hft;;:net ab the usuel
trattord:

a~;wanﬁ,%heyﬁwaré sotn éyendins %heanight-tagéthé&»aﬁ his
fiats She haé t0ld peopls openly thﬂt she waa going o *maka a
iins for him', ' - : oo ’
Bometines.he slept at her flat, sametimes ghe siept &t hi\&
" They had dinner together almost every avening; #ng often he took\
her to night-clubs, Sbe would phons him ot his office, &nd ‘he \
would show impétience if she had mhde &n appainﬁmant with ana%her
man, . Then theiy affeir guddénly bocame seorets They naver‘wsnt
to the usual grettoria and- for weeks she gdid nothing &bouy hi@w
Ho bad asked her not to give hinm publieityg a8 she'd gievn i%- eé

X
\
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generously to the other men ;cr one thing there was- tho |
Chinese wonan,, who mustn't hear of 4, and then he-had & certain
pesitim %0 keep Uy, He was shriewd aneug;h $0 866 that her pube
ligity wasn't dlways flatteringy S L

As dlways at the beginning-of an Aa;:ffan?. ghe wag demirs and
girlidy, easting hey eyeir. down @ lot and locking gui‘eﬁiﬁ«éven=
‘%h&ﬁﬁt‘i@&ily@«hﬁpw; Bug gﬁaciuaz.‘:gy it wan elear that anxuivies
hé started, The tvouble, it sgemed, was this: he was &o muoh |
‘lilée he¥, in his charvacters He wag most interdsted in & womén -
vhen she wag cool o hin, a8nd netxwaAnied dederted hey vhen she
vag warde HegX His wives, she saif---the publicity-service was
starting Up 4geine--had made the mistake of showlng warmbh,
| And aleo she began Yo £ind cut that he'd quite &p many women &8
hmotd hed men: I weo Burpriesd to hier this, rempmbering 5,1221 in

the. Jtrm;i:oria,, 50 meélk and retiring. : , C
. He¥ vgualy way of giving & men publicwy wag 1:9 ‘agk her

rriends for ‘advice®, And 8hp beghn to ask us for advices

vhen she rAng Cesare up & great mAny bimet. in the doy, sometimes
once ‘every three minutes far three hours of moresw~there vas e
inzy peréistence sbout: hex'mor sds & séeng at his cf'ficc,

weited cutalds the paldzso vhere he lwe& to see if other wa@n ‘
went in, he was brusque and ¢old with he:? . anrl told her not: ﬁp

be Yiulger?, thet he mist heve his frecdom, . But when sho mtxda
other appointmenis dnd stayed out the whale night he would: rim%
her £lat repeatediy ond leave meBsages wikh the maid, and thet N
shout &t her ‘uriauﬂw for being a tvhorete ‘ \
c+ Slowly her body changsd, She hed lo% the round,: i‘les}.w %\g\
look in her hips, and her ¢hest begin to :,g.;oa}: gunkeén; in. the .’k \‘\\
sains , my as the Chinegse wombn's, | Her éy’é& took. on 6 palér ':K" oo
and 4immpy. 3.091:; and her haiy seemed mdre utrag;gly., , Bhe bagmi \
t0 wear locse dresses in the Tewnties siyle, no longer the m,gm;,\

‘;
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oroti¢, Romen dresses she'd worn befores She spoks -softly,
elvays seemed tired, She even begen to lovk schoolmsrmish, |
vith flat, healthy valking shoss and but%eﬁéa blouses.

She told us that Cosedrs wig dlweys 'earxeaeing* heéts,  He |
éould only b@ar her to woar certein pals ebloure, and thought mnsﬁ
of her olothes *orudet, But he 4idn't corvedt her in a~cmndamning
wey: hé made hcr iittle giftd which anbtly suggested the gorrécds
loh he wew 8f8ers; He had & way of looking et & women With a
‘sécratly tppreciative warn&h.ﬁn his eyes, she suid, ss if to ¢ell
her that ho sow something. in hey that no other men had seeny
Ho secned to mhtwel ut hor, to S8y, 'But how sirange you haven't
redlisod bofofes—=didn't you ro6lly know thei you had &ll these
vonderful 1ittle gifts-w-is it really trué no tne tcld you ebout
thomees?t And of Gourse no attractive voumsn conld be tool $0
that., Ohe begon to feol under his gazé thet ﬁha;ﬁas-&aﬁzling,and
sxquisite, espeoially if she folloved his direotions.

The gifts he attributed & Womén Wore GlWAYs oxquisifeme-on
| the ‘opiritual's ide; and of course the Greek Worfn began o £all
- ghord of the imeges EKuowing whet gpell-@ﬁbtma atiention 'éh’é‘*! &
oreoted at the beginning, she vius teryrified 6. iose it and“iﬁ
‘had ¢nly been & step mors for him to use at a5 bleokmail, evqn
gupposing he hadn’¢ designed it as blaekwail Trom the heginn;ns-
the did everything he wanted, &ho ruahea out and bought %ha;
hideocus ‘artistic? colours he suggested. sné éven begtn req&ing
the books he 1iked, espeoially Prousts He: told her thab he'waé
espontielly *Prcus jan?; apparently, thsre vere oeriain vuigér» \§
ities he couldn't bear, and what could be mgre Prougtian. thtin - ! }3;
that? She begen to talk more sarefully; aﬁ he nsked for mawa \

tspiritual? ferma of aanvarsauionq P‘ : ' \\f@

3 i
ghe told hey friends that she'd navcr<had & 1an like him,\‘. %

N\
' s&tisi‘ng her; '
;‘2

He ezhilerated tnd cxeliied hexr withoutb

"
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something like that. Her other men 'had given her rounded

hips and warm appetites; but she didn't eppear to want this any
more. By being attractive,'now, she fell short of being &
shrine, The more he criticsed her and threw up his hends at
some 'vulgarity' she'd committed, the more she felt the obscenity
of her own person and tried to correct it, as if she'd lived in
axdxgaRfut a fleshly slough until .
ERREXXRREXIFxRIshI gxmiongh now, And the pleasure in this

was that the moment they were in darkness together again, even if

it was only a few moments, she was & shrine again. It was the

most tremendous boon her vanity had ever had.
But when she showed how willing she was to do anything he
thought best, he cooled and made other appointments. He told -

Cesare f

her he had to work late at the office. She Phoned the office

and found he wasn't there. Or he said he was going to work at

a2

home; and she found he didn't return home until after midnight

that day. She wasn't sure he was going out with other women;

d'\;ywﬁv\ i.\.«
A <

‘he always threw up his hands if she suggested it. But several

things heppened to make it obvious. He was seen at a night-

It~

club with a women from Bechunanaland, the wife of an official.
'She wes a striking woman with thick hips and a provocative,
jburning gaze.b Still the Greek womeén didn't believe it.

He was so convincing when she s&w him &galn. He would look

dadat e, Geca b

&
Yot her as if to say, '4And you, with all those gifts I've told you

about, you reelly believe I could be seen out with hef?' And,

being flattered ggain, the shrine came back into its own,

especially if they then spent the nlght togﬁfffz;//

And she would promise not to spy on him or doubt his word.
He would say, 'Why yes, she chases ﬁe, she*svin love with me,
but I know my testesi' And he would lean back and smile &t her
lazily, his eyes makiﬁg a tiny dark sparkling movement, and put

out his hand in a gesture of compassion---compassion for the other
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woman¢  After €11, if sheé oalléd him & liay, she dethroned
herself &8 wellwswthere was thet to think of. It dethroned every
little ¢ompliment he'd made, K

But-at the sams time ehé played her on gams s wells Whene
ever he seemed ta'belying she made ean appéinﬁmsnﬁ with anothex
'mén, and when he seemed really cool to her-s-medning he didn't
_evern. trouwble to pay her Sompliments, but looked et hef’With»bit%eé‘
disgust énd said, 'My God,. you ldok ghastly tonightis-~she would
étay‘gway'for e day or two.. The spying beceme reciporcal and

obsessive, . They began to realise that the- other was as practised
énd unsétupulous a liar as they themselves were, A wWomdn who knew
them both, aftér'listenidgftb one or'her-ibng stories about his
lying and treachery,; said with a smile, 'siete fattd 1'uno gg
;'altro'-~you are made for each ether. :

They began to live like man end wife); out: of mutual fear

more than anything else. - He spent nights'at'herrflat‘ and she
nights at his. They agreed o try Wan,exﬁérimental period of
marriege?' to see how far they. were really dompatible, But the
blackmail end strategy went on. - She beg%n:émgking a lot, which
Bhe'd never dohe before. - She wandersd round rramkfriend*fo _
friend: Hér faée was sallow and drawn, and days’ at 'the sea made
no differendeé, ' Late one night she rang us up saying she had
“to talk to someons; ¢ould we come rcund‘at once, otherwise she'
would throw herself ous of the window, I Baxd;-mb,{wé were
tired end had to work the néxt day,‘but,répner:tha& throw herself
_out of tpe-wihdow why didn't she come roﬁid to.ﬁg for a few
minutes? :Bhe said she couldn't because she had & tehpéraﬁure;
ané réhg Sff;i I began to get anxious énd after a fow minutes
rang her back, Bu}'she seemed to have forgotten our cenversatien.
‘VShe spoke 1azily-~cesare ‘had jJust talked-to her; she - said-.aand
éhe added & little curtly that she was tired now end wented to. .

i
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Number Oné then ocams back from cnma, ‘Eferybody expeoted a

érisis; but apparently her effair with Ge{garei; which had gone'on
for tWelve years now, was &t last' over. Or so it was thoughti
‘But someone ﬁho':!:new her well pointed out thas ﬁ_x_is :Iiaci oftén
‘been thcught'béf&e;a Anyway, she and the éreék‘ woma,n met and
found ‘t»hey!é known eagh other long 'bez‘are‘ﬁ in a vague way, -

They even breakfasted t-ogethe:*" at Ceésare's flat,.aftér he'd gone
“$0 Worke=sto. the 8stonishinont of his maids They didn't telk
ebout him; but both knew the other knew, ° Number Two remained
in sole possessicns Or 8o she thoughts The Chinese woman had
nowhere to stay yot--~she hédn't found a flat; and was d¢ons trained
to sléep there; fixing up & diven in the sitting room..

One morning Number Two, efter spending the night at her owm
flat;,;: went to Cesarets 'just to eheck up', bvefore the .maid was
due to arrive, . No one was there; but unae.’xf' the bed she faund
a Chinese handkerghief, which She said only a WomeiA, ahd: probably
" & Chinese WomAn, Would oarry dbout with héFs Then she found
Number Onets toilét equipmente<-including & pessary énd contrae
céptive tabletawsein the batlirodms .This wasn't necessarily a-
proof of anything but, as she said, .;t.,_,we;iﬁ g ‘d&mﬁaa long way,*
But then Cesare had told her that his relation with Number One was
like that of & brother, ° Also it didn't Seem ‘likely to the
Greek womén that he would want her nowom»after all; she hed lost
Bor lookss But the contraceptive apperatus woorried her; end in
the evening éhe‘_ tackled him about it. He gave hey a still gaze
and then said slowly and ooolly, Youtre quite disgusting.

I never wish to see you 8gain,' She went home, and after en.

4
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hour or so arrived from Cesere's flat with all her belongings.
sShe at once retaliated by sending her mi& with all hig b’él!ong‘-;a.
ings. 'The affair séemed ¢loded, but after two days he rang her-up
end invited her to dinner &s if nothing had happened, The period
of the trail-marriage was thus ovér; and they were back as the
lover-stage, seeing each other secretly a few timés & weeks _¢
‘Thére was the old thrill of seeming to. deceive the Chinesé women.
As she 8a1d; it was better than the trialsmarriage. '

. she- spent one night with him at his flaﬁ, when Numbér Ong was
in Torino for a few days, &nd next morning She was just about to
leave,miug- after he'd gone to the office, wWhen the meid oalled
afﬁdrvherwdasualiy¢'?Y6uill bé here tomdrré%=thené‘1 She turned
and sensing something said with aqual~eas§élne9s; INo, why?¥"

*Oh; -it doosntt matler,? the maid :eai.cf@:;.e: ‘only 11 signore
sadd to buy enough bread for two %oméxraW;5:

'For tomorrow's breakfast?® :

tYes Y : Y

., The maid didn't seem to realise wha%aéﬁ;‘dtSaiaﬁaéoﬁ
perhéps she did, Number TWo murmired, 'Ohy hé hight have made 4
misteke,’ - Then shé went home and. deoided to lay a.plan; and
catoh him out once and for dll. ) "

- She phoned him in the evening bewause hot doing so might -
havé. aroused his -supicionss + -He told hér he was going to work at
homs, on something very impdriant, and she sa1d she wouldn's
disturb him, and would go to bed early Hersslf. They spoke
politély to éach other end sgrecd to see eagh other the following
day; when the worst of his work would be~%verw ' She hadethe key
to his flat, en extra ongy end added that she would return it to

i
&

him the next day,
She was very sleepy and had an early dinner, quité alcne,
which was unusual for her. - She was silent end collected, withs
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out her usudl restless indedision, .Th@ﬁ‘éhg went to bed; at
ébout niné 3*«1@@3,‘and,set.tne-alarm for two ofcloek in the
mornings She went to sleep et once &nd woke up, perfestly clear
and enrgetic; even before the aldrm went“dff!. She took a taxi
a¢rassftne;river;-gnd ﬁismissed it g‘hund;éa metres or so:before
Cesare's palazgo, She. did the rest on foof,kesping close to the
massive. stone Mutkatny walls in case he sew her from his window,.
~Shé?dnput.og Bof't; low-heeled Bhoes’ Tﬁére wes no: light, from his
window, but she knew he took the precauticn of always buying
thick ourtein materiel, = She didn't take the 1ift upy in case the
noise put- him on guards .Outisde his door, on the £1fth floor;
she aited anid listeneds - There waen't a scund, and no-light showed
underneath; She turned the. key, end went 1n on_ tiptoe, - There
was no movement at all inside, she knew every aorper‘pfﬁiﬁg fiat
end needed no light to go straight to the*bedroom;. The" door was
open;:as. it elways was &t night; to meke a breeze from, the window
of the sitting room.. - She went swiftly in anﬁ wed ted for her eyes
to grow acousdomed. to the dim light, There were two. peaple,*
Cesare was in his place, énd the head next to him was’ daric, ;;
In fact, it was black,, She walked axmauxx‘closer; Was 1%; tﬁe
woman from.Bechuanaland? She stepped forward to meke- surefit\pas
really haru—athere might be other blake=-fdoed wWomen he' wig % t~“
erested in-<~and knocked oyer & big lamp at the.4ide of, the\b\a\
it craahed dovm, and-Cesare woke up &t ancec~,.she ran to. the gg;;,,

but he'd seen hers L R AN
4" H ‘\\‘\’.\ ,\\"g.;‘-.“ i

. *Yatene via,* he said in & clear voiae, 'e non fare una i - N\
gcens,' Go away and .don't make a scens. xf?, BN g

He said it in a paternal weys--fFirmly; ike e doctor orae}.
ing a prescription. As 1t happened it was the best tone he aa la
heve adopted. . It made her feel ashamed-aadethrcned and" deshrinea.
_ The Bechuanaland 1aﬂy~-1f it wag the Bachuanaland 1adyu~wsat,up,
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blinking; 8s Numbey Two ¥Yan: to. the front. déor shouting
'Bugiardoit~<-liert at the top of her voices . . . - .

. Now. shé knew, And she begén to pleds to gethet all the
other lies he'd told her; wondering 1f he told the same lies
sbout 'her to thé.‘},other womeris . After she'd been back in her omn
flat for an hour .she decided to ringgthe'geohuanaland lady &t
her home, Well, she was thers, .thought éhe might just have -
come in:. shé didn't sound sleepys ,Had 1t been her after all?
There Were other dark<feced women in Rome, &nd the bsdroom ham
curtéins had beén drawns, ;Souéhe.said:nothing and put the phone
dowie . Yet the Bechuanaland lady had a‘evrﬁ'a;iuly. had time to
leave Cesare's flat and. reach home in a taxi, .Or did she have
a car? . Cesare would probably heve.sent hed home at once, knowing
that Numyer. ng%gd a key and gni‘ght ,c‘:‘aufe“effmore trouble., . 8o heyr
rerlécticns‘went on, . e "

.The next: day'- she ceme bo us. for ‘*advice's  Should she ask
the Beahnénalana-lady pointrﬁlank wh@ther,éhé’d 8lept With”him;
or should she. ask Cesare h;méeif? On the other hend, if the.
Bechuanaland lady thoué;h_t there was. any doubt in ggg mind she

would X uExs &t once say no, and Cesaps was in, any cese &

1lers So neither of those plens would 46, Then she hit on somes

thing else: she would phone the Bechuansland lady and ask her . °
casually, 'Did Cesare say anything sbout me last night?* And N,
if.the other woman said; 'But we weren't together last night,'

she could easily.reply, '0h, I'm sorry, I thought he. was going t&a h
)

have dinner with you.% He said something of. the sort.: = It B

[
wds rather ingenious. And it was effective. . ;
The Bechuanéland ledy replied at .on‘q.é;»,,_, '0f course:he didl }\

Whet 4o you think?'. When Number Two asked how ldng it had been)
going on, she said, 'You'd better ask him that, darling.t i
She léft.him elone that day, both at the office and at =

3
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home, - Instead she phoned the Bechuénaland lady agein -in the
| évening and -told hér with -a rush héW’¢3§a%é-had beon lying %6 hey
‘all these months, -and how he¥d told her thﬁt she' (the Bedhuanaianﬁ
lady) had: been éhasing=himu&ndlseem$drﬁﬁ be madly 4in love with
him; though she would neveér betrey her hu?banda,* The Bec¢hu#éinaland
lady laiighed c¢oolly at this; wiﬁhoutvranéﬁur;:aud éafd;»‘ﬁﬁ worrisd
the life-out of mes And he's been doing So for monthss « Ever
© since his Chinese women went awaye -He used ‘to ring me up eveiy
deys? . Then she added, 'He told me the séme about you, ' He sadd
he-wadn't interedted in-you 8t all really, but you kept worrying
him; -and he was afraid of what you might do to ycurself Af he
suddenly dropped yous* - » ! IR .

.They bégan to work on. his charester reciproaally. < Evenings
were pleced together over which he-had 1lied sither to one of them
o to\bath of theém, - 2% They even oompared him as-a lover-and
reathed. the/aonclusion' he. *$ried to satisfy smany because he
never Satisfiéd oné,', & nsat phrase, They fourd -the poor- man*a
diary, which he kept‘for the Chinesé:waman, 1istingrhia.intihate
doings, They were certainly intimatey By ‘hard work thé' tWOs !
women found the Key to ths code he was using. to tho strangé j
hieroglyphics: the diary carefully recorded thé women he‘d\ma@&\
those he'd kissed and those he'd spent the night with; usiné’ 0
different symbols for each stagé, S meant success,$they dieF
covered., :ZHU meent two unsuccessful hours~' 2HUN meant” twd, ”‘Q}_.,
unsucoessful hours with Natalie, the Greek wcman; 28 3MsN msant\ \“
4hres successful minutes with Natalie., Haw they found the key’ “ AN
nobody. knew: they seid they:did it by fo*lOW1ng his character &3*'
they knew. 1%, - They had put dertain datese-<ons: smscasm-(cemsaﬁt
Cynthia; thqrﬁeehuanaland laay)aa*together and ldoked st their oﬁn
eppointment books. 'His mistake was: to use initials like thattjx
Sometimes thépre was simply the letter S, with the words ¢he &oga{

i’
t
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vwritten after ite--how wonderfuly And Natalie began to give
" ‘the book &ll the publicity shs could, T ‘

To solve matters, the Chinese woman moved back to his flat:
completely: she answered sll ocalls for him. and with inagrutable
tact leid falge trails for him, telling paepz.e that he was away
" from Roms when he wag in his offide, and in his offide when he was
sitting at home. '‘The Gréek woman oouldn’t penetrate thé Bastern
barrier she put round him; and.gave up 800N Number Oné could
télk her machine-langusge égéinz fthe cohabitative urge which in
'. the fruatrated eégo can besome obsessive?; a sly dig at Cesare,

" this, - :

| Agaiﬁ e was in the trattoria sifting mildly at-her side,
hardly saying & word, only g:wing her a look of disgust now and
‘tshens ‘
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erotic, Romen dresses she'd worn befor'e. She spoke softly, .

elways seemed tired. She even begen to look schoolmarmish, earuyg
$#%a flat, healthy walking shoes and buttoned blouses.

She told us that Cesare was always ‘'correcting' her. He

v

.- - o
could only bear her to wear certain pale colours, and thought smost
of her clothes/ ‘crude', i

@yt he made her little gifts which subtly suggested the correct-
ion he weas afger. He hed a way of looking at a women with a

m‘
secretly appreciative warmth in his eyes,” s¥@Zszid,, wwﬁm

rerzhe he saw somethlng in her tha’c% other men hadh/fe{een.

[ V2V B
He seemed to &@MW say, 'But how strange you%m»en%

realised before---dldn't you really know that you had all these

Copdppy) little gifts---is it really true no one told you about
conddi Crush Kok off .
//
l/ A
e, She began to feel @MI&W that she was dazzling and
Tt
exquisite, %ﬁm if she followed hlS directions.

/II/ OU

an
them...?! And of course wmp attractive women

e S

nh 8 = =Douna 8 2 1O =t 4
m_ﬂ’(C&‘kt boywe v W«.(/M'Q‘fll(‘-yn-c/’7 Heoiq -
pseted et the becinn ;-Lshe_wa3—tar—r1-f_13d to-tesb—it; e it weaa

feoy Kiiogs
or him to usaﬁwblackmailm

mail from the beglnnlng)@

onR
224 only beek& step more
N
Wﬂ"' Csupposing he hadn't

Pv,bL‘ d\ {Md

»ny he rushed out and bought the
Ay liu' She “etan began reading
&= Y
v ob ¢ ‘/.) Proust. He told her t#imt he was
LA \z»V‘)
ar . z{“"ﬂ apmanrﬁyg there were certain vulgar-
wrt ;

dn't bear, and what could be more Proustian than

tgpiritual' forms of conversation.
‘“},('/,J' JJ She tc;ld her friends that she'd never hed & man like him.
1 .

He exhilarated end excited her without %lsatlsfymg herp
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- more., By being attraetive;-new. she fell short of being a -
//

wl

\——J\—_’—/,
. some "ngarity'. - :
. ;afvher_own person and tgéed to oarrect 1t e AL e o tn.

- raost tremendous boon her vanity had ever had. . <::
’ : R reaeds

{ps and warm appetites, but she d&dn't‘ﬁﬁaﬁﬁt%ﬁe want -this any

3o Tht weset by wtln ATe.
shrine,, (7h6 more he oritiesed her end threw up his hands at

the more she_felt,the obscenity

! RX X5 XEXXE , And the pleasure in this
wes, that the moment they were in derkness together again. even if
it was only a few moments; she was a shrine again, It was the

‘éd\-' Ara,
z she was/to do m/h&

ftﬂb&gﬁi»béatg he cooled and made other appointments. -He told

her he had to work late at the office. She fhoned the office
and found he wasn't theres Or he said he was going to work at
home~ and she found he didn't :ﬁgégﬁ home until after midnight
that day. She wasn't gure he was going out with other women;
he always threw up his hands if she suggested 1t. But several
things happened to make it obvious; He wes seen at & nights
¢lub with a-woman=rrom—3edhuvgnalandm the wife of an official,
She was a strikiné;gzman with thick hips and a provocattve.
burning gaze,b Still %hs/@raek/ﬂnmaa didn't believe ity

He was so coéhvineing when She saw. him again! He would look _
at her as if to say, 'And you, with 811 those gifts I've told you
sbout, you really believe I could be seen 0ut with hexe* _And,
being flattereﬁ again, the shrine. oama back into its. _own,
espeécially if thay then ‘spent the night toggf&fg;/

And she would promise not to spy on him or doubt his word. ‘
He ‘would sey, 'Why yes, she chases ma, shé's in love with me,
but I Know my tasteBS' And he- would leaén back and ‘amile at her

" lazily, his eyes making & tiny dark sparkling movemant, and put

out his hand in & gesture of compéssion---compassion fox the othe:



