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CESARE. 

6e8aDeaua8aeaal~9ada~aea8*~adtcacese ~~ , 
Cesa~e was a slim. good-lo~k1ng yo~g~man with ~'ha 

and a delicate, slightly,vurv.ed n'ose. 'He was qulttet tall; d 
_ Jl~ moved softly and lightly. l' 'used to se:e him in a t,l,.atto a· \~---~ ", 

/'f> iv£lY ill 01,1 flume. usually wi th ~ Altier , "~n woman of. origin. 
LXtV . He would smile towards our table ::mos.,t poli~tely, with' a little 

nod of his nead. It was impossible to t~gine him /doing any-
thing abrupt or harsllw ' ~ Iq everything 
ll..~ seemed delicate ana th ought f\?-l ,~"and 8:: t t.submissi ve .. '01> . 

(a.e-laoked...the boutn iful •. ratherplump-fl'esh ease Of so many ',:1 .f{ow.OJNI 
Italians, and timJPt blind, staring qual1ty~s if tlle world ~r ( 
moved round . them) aBEl taeip li~el1(raea W8"~ Far from being , 
blind . o~r :Ost ,in h~ssens, es ( he: !88.eaClae'alii.pllreaeaoac8ta~~I"-9 
seemed ___ les~~, i~ the Italian sense o~, the word,'~rmal 
an • In fac~, I often ~2ede~ed whether he w~s wholly , 
Italian' and wtt:lePEt~erhaps he'i~from the UUX~D:iU. 

ernmost p8r~ear th,e ~;Lps;' so thst~~l'eSeIllted ~ore. 
:the Plol'thern eonse1ousness tbaD the "Ite:i16nr~ But be told me 
one day; when I asked him, that. he',wes R~manebom d bred~ 
His fath '. . . . 

_'::-~s:;?==im~~~~tl';:weH~eL . ces'are>was~ It in fact a very young man. {t1C!tJ, 
He was in his early forties. But he gave the impression of . 
a youthful delicaoy and shyness. I remember when{he, 'told me .~ 
that during the war~ after the Arm1sticeAbetween the wes~eln ~ 
l1ies and the hewr~ formed ItK~ian government, ~e had walked ' 

. "J\.;'" . ,J? r~L one side of Italy to'the other,' mostly alo ountain pa, ths,~ 
.i'- "K i tL¥Ilo money, how this image I had of him~as' 1. ooen 0 C!!-'y 

~ 'Alt4 ," l ~\V'.- arshness, and. shyly withdrawn from the worlclf' was ~ustained by. 
f(ffi- 1J~' is description . • so· that :... piw him as a kind 

~ ~Iof romanti anderer for a momen, t, his uniror~J1n r~s (he had 
r ~)~'/ been Uicer), hatless, but still S!ll:OO:i:~,Sk1n.tt ,strangelY, 
~ , cle. and beautiful, .. not sweati~g., •• ~~ , 

~~~ He and the ~-born ~oman always sat in a corner ~t ~he~~ 
-- ~ rattor1a, quiet·ly, sometimes neve~address1ng each othe~~ 

0--1/- they rarely jOineUnother party_ I took them for a married 
.(/- couple who bElli g4!Jtt bEJ,.'ed, and irritated, with each other. ,But 

.---then someone, told me:t~eY-:l!Jrent~ married; 'and a little "lat,er ~ 
_ .p lC ln , ' invited m&'i-UP to ~ fl~!~,' ,It was an awkWard; oold-

tV' .... 1/ t" . looking place---just two rooms,. (~~eHtp.lY tr~ mrs an Wehi:tOet';. . , 
",rAr ~~~ set out to be ;artl~ti~, Wl.th, rather useless 1MAhka" r ~ .-beams here .and, there, and a bookcase st~ck1ng out in1l\G the middle "tk.·~ 

. with a settee in front of ,i t, all Jagged and devised, without ~~H 1 
,:' , ' ,Jr;..4"1 .Jr -R..( ~ 

( .... :/ he , . an-born W'Wn was a pale, t:e::r;v thin creature with a V /' %1::1[ •• % cracked VOice, and she spoke in pj@.ned, pretentious 
sentences, trying to use big wo~ds_and. to oonvey ~,complicated 
ideas. I COUldn't concentrate. on anything' she said, and had 

J' _d a feerIng ot waste and~terili~£t¥~±i!·tije I ~i",e. , She wojld talk. 
~. . about bookS, or pictures, or th'e latest film. and everything 

{_, _~eemed syphoned t, hrr¥~ a dil§ti. br!L" ~,n .• ,;...... ,T~e things' she talked . ~ 
~ aoout didn 't seem;>~ eQt;;:et lif~ or f.la! people, but to &GzI.e;v,sile 

~~melB1ftg ~i'n~echn1que or performance or style or machinery of 
~kt..~Ul -;7 some kind,. Her sentences were all jagged and disturbed like the 

\. . 
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room, and she kept referr1ng.to people being, i.EUDai 'sens se 
to t.h1ng.s_or-.!..u~nsit1eed';" . She .~aid she had ~ 'hi~ degree of 
sensit1sa~t)on to no~se', m~anlng she1tftA;ed the ~ radio, 'in the 
courtyardl, ~9Jr.;r d.ay;, '9a'b'that>i."she wean' t '.sensi.t1sed at a~l to 
human pref?ence as. obstruction 91' the p.sy~he' t· mean·ing. she c9u~d 

. work with other· people in the ~o~. .-M4 $he spoke· in a ~ry, 
breathless ,way as if she couldnc't get sutf-io tent moisture into :. 
her mouth ap.d as it sm ~el'~;Ztry~ng to Whip a dead' heart ~nto 

CA, l-ife, again. All ~ ri~hness seemed' ,too hBV,e goneol;1t df, he;r , 
#'~, ody. .~UX.IUlxiUd:xBDai'8i'.XUJ:~~ She had strangely holl~w 

j~ ;7: s arker than the r~f-her--LaJ)j!-t and she sat hunche· --t. 
"r '~\~ "~ e~ shoulders angular, , alm~rewta+,ly hol ow . er ches .AL....;~ 
,~~\ \? ut I._. h~d heard tha~ once·s~e, ~as~ ,·tI:t~ most beauti~u om~ in.~hc..t.t 

(jV ,c)\\t~I.'" 'o' . 
~y-, , ',' and she 

- ,~,) ,. '. had. st~yed afterward~ 1?eoaUs.~ she 004+ ~ . forge~ that 
(} ,,'y "', flternaJ. and mag io qua~1 ty" Of, t, e~ ~,_ ~st·o,W. on a pl~ce bY, wa~. _---. , . r [tBe preeeaee ~d'ef dea-tb.-. ~:~ W.' I~ l~ rra-tc, ~. -fLe. ~~ "')' ~ 

~' '. . S~e ta~ked to me about th1S:'---:2ft""arcA.:.(f~ ,-..4: . ell '~v-t' J-:.- ~~ .. 

P, , 'This was some city in t~e, w.ar--~that· s why t stayad-'--1t':s 
. <4f never been the same s1noe---I'm" ~e~ta~nlt.-wasn't, l~ke it. b~fore;' . 

lei ther-.:..-all the st reet s seemed'· different---" . ' 
" ' ,I sald I thought this was. the; glow war otten. put on l plaoe. 

I'd spen~ twp day~ ln Rome during the ·war, and th~ oity l~~ ~ 
then hfld nothlng to do with th@_jt1tu kn~w now . .J :t=:liQe.'t 'seeft 
~eal. It tiSclbeen a sort of, low1'scene· a 
t.a make 8 daily life. W an I returned· to ()Jl1e' s e years after , 
th~ war I hadn't reoong1sed OB:.~ '~ the .~treets~ La .. , ~d all ~ 

-fhe fabulous quality had gone,:\~IfRo~ -c..n.;J,..~ ~.e~eLi.If.,.~~-.,:~1'c.-I~ 
She'nodded and said, 'I gues'sI was looklng for it tQ happen 

again, but short of another war it wouldn't. Anyway, it s bean 
a gradu~ let~down, ever sinoe~'':'-l and I s4e cast4- a sloW, narrowed 

.. look, so du~ty, across at Cesa~: "h() sat talklng t;o &Rothe!' yOltrtg 
~~)~e.maft~ h1s head back ag~1nst: the sett~e in.a way tbat gave him a 

. 'she t Mil helpless J.:.reven frail,:: look. __ _ ~ljA < ' 

..f.-v' . -;:; I aSke~~hen 'she/~d met him an~ sp.e .. xli tal c1 IMJ· ju~t after 

$e
' ~ th e war. Their work had beOom? connected; as he~""on some~~O-¥7~'ii:I."iCt"'E:· T 

, ' " ~ scheme t1fiQeea;.~1i·1Amerlea. They had worked for 
~l~ s in the same .of'fic~--~'Then •••. ', s~e added with a smi~le, and 

shrugged her shoulders slowly'. ..' .' 
. There was a s1~ence, and ,~. looked. across at him. . 

~vi-.rJ..... . 'We're talking about you'·, ,I said. ,'HOW ypq. m~t .. ~aoh other". 
~ ~~l. 'Oh, yes!, he.answered iIi English.~ He sp.eke with a ~f.l901al 
~d'e11eQt8 Seri9l:lSftess.. Foil a· moment ~ I"watching .his· faoe, I felt 

~. '~rush of \f.ftlS. friendship towards, h1m~ for :that It~l1an quality I 
~d oome to reoognis~of a· certain clear-bright and ,dazzling, yet 

~A~~ ~haaawy, b~PB1ng intelligence.Then ·it d1sappaeared, like a,br1ef. ~~1 
g1dd1nes~. . ~/;"" .. rPift . 

t I'd just come I)ack from Aaep,lea. ' , \ ... -. . l ~ 
.,k .'Oh, were you in .4meriea?'CL·~~ '1~ , ..' ' .. 

• ft!~" . ','Yes ~ I- \\ ~ was two years a~ II~, • " ... /-I."..;)~l:';Y:·A ~'t ,- I 
V 'Oh, ~eallY? S1nta:yins Elz-cl1i'teettt!e?·./ ~f.'1. \.~? 

Hepauaed for a moment~~-noth1ng ~,~med to take h~ unawares 
. or d1st b hi'S del to oalm---a" hen~odded gravely. ...1. .• ,,' f\L--~ 
'.' . :"C '" =--t . ~UJ- &/~ 

____ ~~-:7"-,.. , saw t m seve a1 times after that, sp1e:f'ly, and)they seemed· 
~more ~_ :Lrrita~le with e'80);1 ~ther. .Sqme-
times he· would give her a cold, ,level glance, or not answer 'a L-

--=-,~~_~g~u~e __ S~~1on, .and she W~d r'emein ~ undisturbed,. 8S 11' he;.i:lig - c...-, 

r·~'-C1.,,' reje~ bq-h4m·was a pleasure,{)ttJ:J 1;_. She seemed .to·smile . 
l inwardly, ~nd 'she w6fild' talk on in a droning voioe, endlesslYrf JLL~l.'1) 

'as' if he weren t t in the room. They lo'oked too tired ntJIXfiuJl 
~ , 

of .each oth<~-~to have a ~ quarrel. 
... \ '- \ , f f , 



otten she would go away, tf?r weeks , to Austria or . 
Swi and, and he'would eat in the trattor a alone. Then evJ" ,,' , s-he"'we'nt' 1;'0 108 r'or many months, and he ~~ ~ 

wi~J:fI ano~~~..!ln. . ~ " ;__ ._ 
'~.;'- ~-Th1s other wqm.an was 'n; 0 '8 lazy, inq.ulgent, 
~ .. ~~~ wry and sensuous dispo1s1ton, ~ith ~ handsome but nervous 
0"""' face and 9.h11dish,,-l.ight~b.lu.e eyes which she sometimes castw 

. j down-1:1l8ffeoted modesty .. and w1th the hi ~t-o~ smile j as 1? 
~ ~~ quietly approved ot impropriety but had to~~~~e~ __ ~_ 

v'~)t M /:tacial gesture against it. She was s,ep, arated from her husband ,.-.. 'l 
, ' :8~d_-:tar-n-~arl-y'-r-our Yleers "il-a~. one man after ahother, someti~es, 

. falling in love. or saying she fell in love, and sometimes treat-
. '7) it, as a raw seQ-suous adventure.,:,t~:She had 

(i\j'llJ ~/ :itzIIJDl:Eutaxtp firm, well-rounded hips and a full bosom, and 
J . seemed to grow more sensuous. in body with each man. She wasn't 

happy, and ys sai she wan e on gain and settle 
down. Ever new affair ,seemed", to her IIBIIXd the most important 

• 0 experienoe She'd ever had, and she alW~ys liked to talk about it 
to her friends. .Then aftsp 8~ aft time ,there would be an estrange ... ' 

, t J----ment, she would b:aveac·rt-s1-s-8.11"d--i-GGk-t.ir_ed and ill. ~~eft' there 
~J Would be another man and the process would start)aga1n. She ~as 
~ interested in a man most when he showea a eeltata indifference towards 

her, but the moment he seemed to need her she cooled. 
Cesare had known her far some years, BKixKk.x"ixk~x"BXB! 

ik.xfa.x,a.,x.xxmxsmaxB and must have heard about some of her 
adventures. ,summer~&~ e ses; and got 

rown; she ~~~d~oo~tJnviting and,volutptuo A. ~~ 
weeks after the, woman went leasEd her ~F-
to dinner with h1m--~ot at the usual rattori!:-... ~ they 
were soon . She had she\Vfl"?1i9¥ w1ffing. ess-by 

J~V' /~ -:aIldng to him liiOret1f8':l ~ '. JuutilnadaJi: in tlie t1rst ~( 
fJ~\'v' tJ' ~ .... ~t. she was re. A:eet jhe ld 
71 was going to 'make a line for h1~. ,U '. _.som~t1mes he slept' at her flat, _ some~1mes she slept at i~ 

~eJ..)~ They--rye:d-d1nner together almost every evening, and otten ~ .... 
~ 'he took her to night::-c-lubs. She would telephone him at his . ~ 

~ __ o_f_fice; and' he woule. show~enoe if she ni~ ~ appoint I~t...f ~ 
- oth~r man. All this wa5;tsecret'., ~ey never wen,t to +I-<. , ..... /~...:. _.' 

J~ I the ~ trattoria,<' and she neye~ ment.iohed his name to her \ "reL~ 
0r1jI '.friends, as she wotiId normally ,~ention the name_ of her/lover .. - .:tr~ 

He asked her not to give him publicity; as she'~d done with ~ 
Iher qther men. ~or one thing :there we.~· the BU~ft oom wQman.~~ 

O 
''-nd for another h.e had ,a ecertain P, 9.sit16n·'to k~ep up, b,eing, older 

)vl b thal?- most of· the~C?tJ:?e~ 'men s~E!.~d 'known." J7iS'often~at the . , 
,I. beglnning~Laffalr. she 'was -qUiet all-a-<reiil~.-oastin .' 0 , . 

. . '. her eyeSYa lot an~e.,er q,aeatiQaiBg !!1~· But gradually s e ~-r~ 
, (12.0' \!' beg~n tQ, :ilaye an. xie1;i~ illJ:x~hi i:aduany fO\1nd 1Hiat ae '-'--.., 4.. 
of) Q~~ ~(" wa~mre~rs:~~'Lor}fe."so~he i'ias.- He was:.~int-
~.r erested, in ywom~ who felt co.ol towards him~ .XXJD[II.x:b~ --0-
~ * •• ~ixim ~B%ZXikBxxm.~x~mx~»~*~x"x~f%~.xxtJxifxz"xxxx , 

at· on ce felt the need to desert'~ if' ~,~owed tee tttttch ~ 
'._ .,. warmth, ~so she began to find out that he' aQ. 'as many women 
~/. ,as sheUi.)6 men. And he, too had be,en manie t~01 was very 

J
' (;Ii.)-' surprised to hear this, remember. ins, iliBx~.i:m.6x1,.IDIXJD[ctxtK. 
. JrQxuxuli: him in the trattorial..--tor' as-' she began to find out 

. . \,...( these things ,she. 9.e!an to gci.ve-l 111.ni:·pub1JC i ty; Her ~ wa:y ( ) 
" ncr"~ of giving a lover public ity was' to ask ,,8, fr.· nd for ,~dvice~. V' V 
\YV'~ And ' ' '. .., . 

':'~<.R' Whim she rang hiin up a great manylt· e.§;l~i, or 
~~ }I,.eJlY) L ,/-Vk~-"'~Z<. • 
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made a scene at his offioe, or waited outside the pa~azzo where 
I. ",V /<'I.R: ,-c be l1v..e.d. t~ i!e!tper wo~en went in, he was brul:lque and cold, 
.__ and toibd her vulgar; ~ that he must have his freedom. 

___ Bu·t-wtren-slre-m~-o.th..er. appointments and stfilyed out the whole 
.11J~ :pight he would ring her, fla'r;e:efftinually and ~eave messages wl~h 
~ " ,~a~d, and then shout at her furiously for being a 'whore'. 
~ ~~Y her _ body chang.ed...-? l<t'llM begun' t-o do so even Bofere her 

h' r) pep! eEl of' 8Rx1ety. )?Sh~ ,l-C?s,~t· the, rO'!l~d, tl eshy look in her p.ips, 
" and her ohest began to look ,sli~ken. Her eyes took on a paler 

. and dimmer look, and her hai~ se'eined more straggly." She' beg811 
to' wear loos~:;gres~es 1"& thel:' in the Tw~ties style, ':"~ no longer 

'. t~e e.rotio, 'tt~ f1t~irrg dresses She~d. ~iiS Wbrn ~.e ~j 
P'1I0Qk-~"" e spoke' softly and always s'~emed tired.' e lost ~xual 
IY'V 1>..1, , ap~tsoGVM; efta lookfiia schoolmarmiSh.lieopie :OMan to see 

.. ., that tAls mus'b be his iH:rl\:lel~Oe~v ' . ' ., . 
. ...~ 

aye ~?' mp~ession.· of 'el'ieatel and la de '. &kJ. 

" xiting a woman" ': ~, ,ng r,. , , . s tis aey-pn. 
~"·C' ,v-f(' ~. ·had ,alytays been-',n rc1ssi's~ic, and~ oul neve ,quit, fo get ' 

~.,l... '. hers . a man,_ And uow . s ,n~e ias1 m bee arne d . p'a. ~ t, • '. 

. . ,She' told h~ f~ie8A"4..jthat 6esare was always ,.' ' 
'ooi/ecting' her. ,He ,d only bearther lo wear oertain pale ~ 
colour~, and thought most of her cl'othes I'crud'e~'. it2d. Ne didn'tGn1'e~-2 

. i. ,cie' th.:113.-1n--B._o .. on..d..e~iJ).g W8Y:..-) ,He £1 at "'eft) El 8 .amaH ,Qe:t.$gg t els • "t: 
V ~e, made her 11 t tJ e g1 tt~ whlle li~liep BieR st,mpl) woalEiB ,t th1nk 

~~' ~f:= He had a way 01' ~o~ at a ~oman with a secretly app-ree-, 
lA It 'IJ. ( ia~1ve warmth in his eye~( as it to tell her :t)1at he saw the g~~~.~~~ 

,,?'c.-)/ in he~, unlike mos t at the o~her men. A1t't! ne seeme~o be look~ 
JU.~J,. ~ ins at her fece aud body G\~' L 14 I Ifie in a marve~l~n lOS' it to 
~~~~~~ say, 'But how strange youhave~'t realised before-~- d you really' 

flJz. ~ .,.;.)~ not know you had these wor;tderful 1.,i1i,tle, giftS. ---is ·i t really true 
. ,~ _ ~:p.o one told you about them be:f!iilfi.· •• ?,' And of oourse no 

CP ~ attratoive woman wa-e cool to this.;, She began to feel under his ~ 
. .~ ~ she oould do nothia that. ,wasn • t dazzling and exquisite. 
~ ooreeotion he gave'fier was apparently due to her falling 

.. ~{;; rShorto:!."the exquisite imeg~ he had ot',her. She, kno\ving,what ' 
c~ ,1--'- I () spell-bound attention she had ,created at fir~t, was of course . ' 
r rtJz,~J, territied of lOSing it, a~ ,,,!"a~ted to' keep the image there. JUld 
~ ~ t~ .he used it as a kind of bl~okmall. She did everything he suggest-

r ed. She rushed out and b,ought the hideous oolours he lik~d best. 
t .. ~ ljl ..".,. ~.'~he. even began read.lng the, b,09ks 'he liked, ,especoial~y Protis~·., He 

,)'~'''11;i;,l[t I told her that he was esselltiallycProust1an~ ~ :nEtt there were ~ 
~~V\.'-· '\~)' c~rtain vulgarities he ooUl~'t bear, U&0 as anlartist~,,{ , 

~.?,,:;, ,~~iS explained his- d~r1cate sensi ility • .2. She began to talk 
,I r 1 more carefully', beoause he. asked for it 8ftd ifor more t splri tua]? 
1'..9- ... f,t \ forms of conversation· . 1... • '~atller OWn ~ l,a...u..~ 

-r r~j,."'iody as Ii shrine( . ~ told her fr~, nds that she-'ad ~ever had ' 
'd,'~ aa a man like h1m:,~ he was 'pe~fect'~"a"'e( "YLS' 'in bed. 

, . tJ"':sut she was human., Her other m.~ had given her, in.,time', rounded ..: 
('/',\L/JI, - 'hips, and warm appetites. N~ she fell short of 1;leirig a Shrine, "t, ~. 
~ 4" All day, the more he oriticised hell and threw up h~~ hands at ~J..M:. 

~ 
\ ~orror at~~3:!~~' she f t obsoenity of .D.tt.lQ-her ~ 

VL~ '~Il ~?~~ and~alk~ as ~di4 wit ot prea~ , and of having lived 
{r'~~~~rto in a kind of fleshly slo. en for e'few moments 
.07' at night, whe ,e~-as-tn bed wit ,e ,sh ne aga~, 

18
" and s ~~e~d never done before with a: +over . 
'" ~~ent.-she showed ho,w will ng she was to do anY,~hing he' , 

.' .. .{....: thought best, ae~~ooled and JDi de other apl>ointments. He told 
~. ~ ~her he, had 'to wor l~te at the of i:.9~.!-J. ~;she /phoned the' office ~ 

~t.''''J-- ~. and found he wasn"t irIi there. ~ he was going to .work a~' ," 
&P""-..tvJ~ bV .J.ttu~" • ',~V' ~, "" ~ ~. k ~ J,,,,, 

, u. ~ .L-/f} , . \.... \ (7....,._...4-.,:. -II _.. H' __ ) ~ 
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home : ~en s t ound he d idn ' .. r~ tu~ f~om :t.ae ef-'f"'1"c'e. until 
aftei midnight. She·'iidn't !!L:··'he·was going out with other 
women. He always threw up his h~nds it she suggested i·t~ 
But several things happ~ed to make~it ObVi~US. HBx~.kixm.z 
m •• x~ .. iSJXtkBtx"x.aBxgmiB!Ximx~EBXB •• Bkxfm%xi "J~x.maxamB 
a~xm".;BatixBkmxwmBxdf~mmBx%.m~xxxiBixiXBax ai*-ixaatixwtik 
.xXit~%.XXBmgmxiZ.txkBxixEmx~XR.BmXP.xti~x xXB!ixaKix*k2t 
iG..X1[Di:ixilBx:DttJlSxWm~ktqXUxBlDliIx.i:lx~n· He was seen at., .. 
a night club With a N1gepi.8lJ women f a ''Qiiit .striking 'N-egpeeo ~'iJ-O<l:..A.... 

CJ~~ with thick hips and a provavative. burning gaze. sti~l she I 
. .. didn't believe i.t. He was .s6 'oonvincing when 'she saw him again. 

~
. '. . He would look at her as if to,...say ...• 'And y~u, With. 81.,1 t. hOS. e gitts 

v.~~./. I"!:'y..!. sO.;-Qtfis told you abou·t~Jreally, beli~ye ~ I could be 
~ interes~in another woman?·Y .ftmt,~ing tlattered~her 

.J'I starF self-l~. iaspipeO. .again., she .. prO~ised not to -spy 0D; 
~ J.,.t! '1).im· D; or doubt ij.is ~ord. Hewo~d 8l.ways say·; :'Why yes t 
~ she hase~ me; she ~ts 1n love wi th .me tea iJeihetl;' "8\ but ,I know 
;' myt,.tastesf,f An~ he would lean back 'nd smile ather lazily; 

his eye~ mak1ng a tiny dark sparkling .mov.e~,ent, and put out his 
hand, in a gesture of oompassion~--s .. compassion tor the other 
woman. It was impossible not to bell~veh1m, especiall "f l'ou 
were incl1ned to believe that yoU w·ere really a shrine;' on:.l~ 
oth~r men hadn,'t· appreciated. e " v10l[] 
SJlIIXJufB%X.:aIlU.B, flU l~he called 'him 8 'liar it· de.t~oned~,,_ 
5- as welll tatdetbronedZ:~ his little .. Complimen~f . ~ 

But at the~me t1~e she pl~ed ,her own ~ gam~, t90. 
Whenever he seemed to be lying she made an apPointment with another 
man and whenJ!J ;:£e' seemed really ,c,ool towards her--~meaning he 

_ "',JI . idnt't even iroubJ.e to pay her compl;. men, 00 ad at hJr., with 
~/ bitter disgust and said, .'My God, yo~ look·ghastly·'---she 
~~~2!.QYld_$j;J~y...;~t the4trglIt. The ·spy~ng became reci oca~d obses-

~ .. , ~:--:--.. ive. They ~. began to realise that the other was a ~ 
~~~.. ract1sed and le liar, and 'that until now they had always 
a.6!~ t.-1~ een' 0 meet morally better people than. theplsel-ves. A 

~-.~n who knew them both. after listening to one of her long 
st:DI)ies ab,out his lying and ~reachery; sa1d With a smile 'S1ate 
fatti l'uno er l'altro', you are made ~or each other • 

... -L. ~ - e i....b:e ~n- 0- '1_ like man and .wife, out ot m\l..:tJ~_~l feSr_ 

~ 
.. • e poe ~-ntght's-at'- her glst, 

A-~" 'nd she acme nights at his. They agreed to try· 'an exper1mental . 
V~ .. ,eriod ot marriage.', to see how far they ~ere rea.Ily compatible. . 
~ " .... . &t_t:he_sltrtJJggili~&t!11f'J:.~ ... wen,:t_onwp . .... . . ~ . 

r - ~.~ .. gLr-a. 'n:o tea.,_&ae-:-t15C)'k-c>OQn..tair-m&88&reSjI arrd--wa.en.-s . .- 7. ' 
---'--<--. "'\ ~to1?-.mll2h he~tlld~ew¥ - -. '- :e-p, . - ... , y , : ·en.. n..'b¥.w 
r.J~~, cz:mli:us.:tiii idxJlabJd:.:t:t~~.1-. a~.:U%t.:b: ' 

, s~S :ttm.axXBBJXW.~jx.~ .. jx.xi.~~a:t"%,x .. ix"· 
"- > , .mll~._.Ii_Bu ~ .he §!f1iII: str-uggle_w.~Ilt O'!·:.) iheykept each other ~ . ;:)1~~~~~Q~ '~r blackmail 8n·d strategy} She ~a;'teQ. te smgk~ L..l&; 

~~ 1f:ill!i:~f-Ch she'd never done .,before.. She hael, alWays been tao 

~ p] essures. She wandered r.ound ~ll day ~rom triend to triend •.. 
Her face was sallow and~drawnt and days at the sea made no 
difterenoe. Late one night she r~~ BXf%~ix~ fFteaa 
and told ~she had to talk to some'dffe", and would M come, ro,und 
at onoe. otherwisohe would throw herself out ot the windowr 

~ 'ft8:. said, no, IMtwas tired' and had t,o, work the, next day, bev rather 
~ than throw herselt out of the window w.hy d1dn t she aome round to 
~~ee ~'tor a tew min~tes?' She 'said she couldn't because she had 

t)/t' / a ',temperature, then rang oft. :r He began to get anxious and after 
. an hour rang her back. But she .se;eined to have forgott~n ~ ~ 

. oonversation. She spoke lazlly---Cesare had ~ to her, she 
! IClkd 



~aid---and added a little curtl~ .. th~she~was t,..1red now , 
anted to sleep.~~~o·\\If~ ~ ....... Ctvt...,o..· 
~~~B som wOldan, ~e' 'back1. Everybody exp 

a crisis, but apparently her affair with PJr'sare, which had gone on 
to~ over twelve years, wa~ fini~h~d. s~~~ and Number Two ad 
always been friends, and they re~1n~d s.oi~They' even breakfasted, 
together at Cesare's flat; aft·er· he had gone to work, to the 
astonishment. of his maid. They ·didn~'t .. t~lk about him; but both 
knew t~e other knew. Number Two remained in sole possession. 
But one morning, after spending the nigh t alone at her own flat, 
she we~t to Cesare's ,~just to cmok up.', before the maid was due, 
to arrive. No one was there; but. ',under' the bed she found a 6l..,~ 

_______ ti:&eue ~eper handkerchief, which s.h~ ~a1d only a woman; and probably 
)~Amerle&n woman. would carry about ~ith her. 'Then she found 
the' woman's toilet equipment---1ncluding BmKiz".,SH 
a pessary and contraceptive tablets--~in the bathroom. This 
wasn't necessarily a proof. ot aiiything, because she knew the ' 
Qther Woman ~ometimes slept there, 'notbhaViIig foun,d a .place of '. 
her owh yet •.. And gesare told her that his relatioh to her was 
now that of 8~brother' Also'it didn't seem likely that he would' 
want her now. she having lost· her looks. But the ~ontraceptive 
appar,e.tus wan-ried her, and ,in the evening she tackled him about 
it. He 'gave her a still gaze ,and then sald slowly and coolly. 
'You are quite disgusting. I :never wish to see you again • .' " 
S~e went ho~e·. and at~~ran hour or so a tax-1c~e with Cesare' ~ 
maid, bringing baok all her clothes and odd belongings. She at 
o:p.o~e ... reta11a~ed by sending her maid wi tho all .!Y:§. ~eloggings. The 
af,fair seemed closed, but after two days .he rang her up ·and invited 
h~r to dinner as if nothing had ,happened. The Bx~lUI1did ' 

. , .. were baok at the 
lover-stage. seeing eaoh other only a few times $lee •. 

She spent the night with him again, at his rYat; and next, 
" morning was 'just about to leave, after he had gone to the office. 

when his maid oalled after her casually, 'You'll he here tomorrow 
then? 'b She t~med and, sen si~'g' . something, sa1d wi th 11111I.equal 
oasu81ness • 'No. why?' k : . 

'Oh. it doesn"t matter',. the maid said. 'Only(~(§lgnore 
said to buy enough bread for two, t'omorrow.' . 

'For tomorrow' s breakfast?·.' -
'Yes.' , , 
The maid didn't seem to.reai1se what she had said, ~d 

Number Two murmured. 'Oh .. he miSht have made· a, mistake. ' Irhen 
she went home and decided to lay. ax" plan, and catch· him out once 
and for all. . ,. 

,She rang him' in the evening because not doing so might have 
roused his suspicions. ,He told ,her he was going to work at home. 
o~ something very important •. and ane sai~, she WOUldn't disturb 

7-
him; and would go to bed early herself ... · They spoke politely to 

_ ~j~ 'e.acJ). other .. and agreed to' see .ea.ch"" ot.he.r. t'he :rOllOW.ing day, when 
~ ~he worst ot his wor~ over. ~ ik.xBXiixxk~XK She had the key 
,·to his flat; an extra'0Jle. and adq,e'd,she' WOUI~~jhim,the " 

next day. . ~ C~~ 
. She was very sleepy and had an e~ly dinner, quite alone, 

which ,was ~ unusual for her., She was, s11en~ an~ XDBIIJ' . 
colle.cted, without h~r usual m:~cn:. r~~·tless indec1-sion, 
Then she .went ~o bed'; at about,~nine O~C~.Q~k, and set· the ,alarm for 
two o'olock in tlie ·-morning.·~ 'She went to sleep -at once and wok~, 
up; perfectly clear and energetiC, even before the alarm w'ent' ot:f(p 
;?- She took ~ taxi across the rirer, an:~.dismissed it a ~undred 
metres or so bef,ore ,Cesare's palazzo. ~he ~id the rest oil toot, 

'-. ! 



'k~eping close to the mas~ive Ertone' bu~lding ~ on hle s 1de-ef 
the nGrow street. She '·d del1bera'bely put on soft, low-heeled, 
shoes. There was no, light fr~ his window, but she knew he 
took the pr~oaut10n of al~ays' buying thivk curtain- material. 
She didn.' t take the 11ft up, in case the noise •• kBxBDxKp' put 
him on guard. Outside his door, on the fifth floor., she w~~t,ed 
and listened. There waan,'t a ,sound, and no light showed under-
neath. She turned the key, and w~n t, in on tiptoe. There 
was no ~olement at all inside. 'She kn, ew every o~ner of the flat 
and need(ho light to go strai~,t to the bedroom. The door was 

. open, as it always was at night, ,to ,make a breeze from the Window 
01' the si tting room. She~ werit swiftly inta jfit iees:: (ind waited 
for, her eyes to grow accustomed, to th~" dim light.. There ~er~ 
i!li-i:Ei~. Cesare was in his pl~oe,(. and the hea~ next to ~1m 
was She wal~ed closer. ' It was the N~g,erie.n: girl, 4A'~ 
B:Q! the sheets b:ugged up to her, nose! ' They were both a_leep. 
She stepped forward to m.elke sure' it was really her--,-there might 
be other, black-faced women he f?lept wi tI:1-.--'and knocked over a 
b' at side of the bed~ It -orashed down; and Gesare 
~t one woke up S, he ran to',~he 'door, but he~it!...d se~n he~. .~ 

'Vatene via" t he said in ~\cl.ear -voioe, 'e non fare una· ~. 
~cena. 1 Go away and dont t make' a ,scene.· c./cu .. ~ 

, " ", He said it in an almos~ pat ern~l lway-~,-fi nIllY'@tas if 'slw were 
b-...L~~·r~Q~RO g1v~ to. hYS'beI.1, a. As it happened~it was the best-tone 
r ' . 'he oould have takeqq st.-that mc:mcffb-'. k! made he,.r feel. extlaElcd 

·Aafl:..a wrong-doer. The, Nigerian ~Jee ~ 8R:d was sitting up, \ /1 . J-,.. ... 

4Vt ,,?\'5Il~k1ng; ""l'4iH~', rali 'to the front door ~Qu.tea,wro "'-D~ 
~) t~Bug1atol' ---1 a' at h to' of her.v 10e t __ r __ '-:'';'-~ -~.~' -=------

.' ow she ldlew. ft' 'she began to piece together all the ---~ 
other lies he~1i8d tol ' -abo,,'" Atlher Yi"'~i7 and wondere<l. if he _ 
told the aame~es ab, t harto ~em. ikBx After she/tiid been 

-ec-k in her-rl:at tor an hour she "1ieC1ded to r1n~'I1ger1an 
girl, whase number ~ h~pened to know. ~. home, 
and flottin't SO\lBQ--pie&P,.:; But.~~t:tll a doubt came' nto N~ber . 
. ' s mil).~s to whether it re ~11y had been. her. For there 
w~re. ,t1ler dark-faced wo~en 'in ,Rome~; some of whom Cesar~ knew. 
So, e $aid nothing a~ put th~ phone 'down. On the oth.er hand, 

a Nigerian_~~r~_~had t~e'tc(get from Cesar~ a to her own: 
place. ce.s~~~ probably" have sent' her home~at oncE?, knowing 
that Number- wo had a key and might' oausemore trouble, ~ 

~follow1ng day she, lV.ent ~o the baH .. friend !~~ 
jba:tB.amari:8xtJ)2xa.8kaJl81la:E'X8ll:d.x8lDUeil8Z9u:azu~Q.a I. __ 

t .. . u-1ride-.--·She aSked htm f-Qrlld1ve. ~ 
dvice. Should she ask theN1gerian girl point-blank Whe~~r, , 

she'd been sleeping with Cesare, or should she a$k Cesare -On 
the other hand; it the Nigerian thought there was any doub in 
~e$ mind she would at once say~no; and Cesare was in any, case 
a liar. ~~~e friend ·told her to phone the Nigerian girl up and 
ask, even c'Baually, 'Did Cesare say a'ftyth1ng about ~e ;l.a~t, 
~1ght?' And it the ,other girl' said, 'But we w~rentt togethe~ 
last night' she'could easily reply, tOh, I~m sorry, I thought he 
was golng to have dinner with you. He said san~thing of the 
sort.)' .It wa~ rather al\ 'ingenious. plan. And 'ttwas effective. 

The Nigerian girl asnwer~d at once;' "Of course he did t 
What do you think?' When Number ~o asked how long it had been 
going on, she said; .'You'd b~e ... tter. ask '!!!!! tp.at, darling." , . 

She left him alone that day; both at the offioe an~ at home,~' 
Instead, she phoned the Nig~~1an girl again 1n the evening, 
and told her with a rush how Cesare had been lying to her all 
these mont~s, and how i he had ~old' her that .she (the Nigerian 



8. 

girl) had been chas1ngl.h1m and 1I.EXlUJi~%JlXxn.xrltilxtitJI 
seemed. to be madly in lov:e ~i th him. The Nigerian girl laughed 
coo11ly at this, am~x.SBm~~itho~t rancour; as if to say, 'The 
old rogue: ,t and then said. "He worried the life out of me. And 
he~s been doing so for m'on~hs. He 'used to ring me lIP all day." 
Then she added, "He told-'me. the same ablut you. He said he wasn',t 
interested in you at all really, but, you' kept worrying him, and 
he was afraid what you ~1ght do to yourself it he suddenly dropped 
you ~ .' They began t'o wo;r~ Oli h~s character ~ec1procally. Even1ngs 
were pieoed together over whichl"he had lied either to one of them 
or to both ~ them...- At th~ end :the Nigerian gIrl said, "But 1n , 
any case he.,wBe always impotenti'..when he .:BS with me-a-- VIe never ' 

~JrA,jl. really made love, a d I doIl:'t ~ow why he went on tr. y1ng." But 
hlv ~. \ .' eople doubted this last piece.! Zc= ittxmttUx8a:KIIXBB , s%iJJldxi:. 

\~ .. ,;'" It didn't ~i ve,ry true. "r 'first that Cesare ywou14 find th.e Nigerian 
J.lr~~' ess exoiting than Number .. Two '. • 
~ . ~ f: ')-1 and seoond t~ w'the N1gertan ~1 1 would admi·t to otp.er woman 
_1lY 0 that ~ man _ sllm.potent with er. But it!!!§. he· kind of story 
l;/'(fVr~,.~ N~ber'l\vo W lamake up to '-sho :people that whil Cesare deserted, 

'+D;f her for anot er woman; he was s 1'11 :k:~el!lu t't"sly nder her senuous 
sway, and 00 dn~t bring himse f, to any degree of passion with 

, ~ another wane. te 
1 t-

_--PJ~~~~~~~~:!y!'. J - l3the droppers.,m. 
em was a struggl 'walto get to ~ 

another lover. e had got there, . 
~~~w~ story correcte matters a little It seemed to 

~ay never find anoth r· -shrine like.!!!!: body---though she. 
knewseoret y that he had pro ably made all his women feel t 

.;::i3ut on the other b:aitd 1tyzss poss'1bl~e">-that the ~1ge':rian ({~~, 
g~~ hacL~ exoiem'ent for . :7, Sp.e e:s new 0 me; and provo~-
a,.t~ve' u ali :a x.ma Ii: • and h vanity r er than ~1S 
~en s may e been' eo' ed. Sh ecame qu well known ong 
'atists' tld journa ts, ,an r photogr as somet1m s in '" 
:the maga.· as and X) sp8p,~rs •. She was 0 our 1, annt hisy~1'de 

-she warde orat:-",v1f HeL~maY' ave imag1~ elf ... / 
B'ut 0t the· ther hand it was possible t t the Nigerian 

girl had n exoi ment for hi :-- She was ne to Rome, and provo­
cative, an his v 1ty ,rather than his sens s may have, been exo1ted~ 

l,1 She lPecamel quite ell-konwn t)[UU:lXD 0 the artists'and 
j ournalist~ as a 'colourful' ersonal~ty, at his s ide she, ~~_ 

,,~ lOOk~eCfrrtive a d unusual. He ·may- have agined h1mself..ae f'P- 1 $7 PIiP't etZS Ikif"); o~ Fle~ du lv.al world, 'inin neteen~h century 
paris; de~ioa~e, pale, d' ,sa s", with his\"! ema creole auz 
oh~rJnes ignores,' the dandy f the Via del o. s e was 
trDoad-shouldered, tall, With ssive breast, and the image of 
that sensuous affront whioh e had destro ~ in Number Two aDd 

~, ' tthhe Ru~s1'1in-bbornd ,'oman
l 

.t al;I?ler pSi it wadS true
l 

th
1
8t

d . the momen ey were in e os pa s an, an apo· og se 
to her. bove all he seeme towsnt to d stroy all suggestion 

tIfP' ~ ot ~ ~_. , . !l' euft-iom, peasant- ke+--fiuu, Qxm1xfDzkJxtilll 
~~~ xmKi.xmimB ;xi •• sturdiness body, loud ss of vOioe, r1ba+dry, 
~. g~ossness f mo~ement, slown s ot mmx i and in the RU5s1an 

born woman and Number Two he ad substitu ed a trail, wasted 
look, soft ess of vo1ce; wit legenae an bookish dj..aoQQPse. r-.."R/t. t' 

In italy it is impossible to e aggerate t e closenes~ of the 
peasant to he City •. He'st I giv~s the tone to life. He is 
still the majority. 'He~iw m at the edg,e' of the, city, and into 
the c1ty,'gi~1ng even Rome' 8 0 untry air. And the middle olassj 
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ceuarc;wfls . aaUm.go04~10o~lDS' Y0utl6 n)an WI tli 48rk M'~' 

In4 a 4.~loate. slightly ourving n*, '~~ was qui'ta 'taU, an4 

~e4 softly $net l1fJhtlri\ : 1 aSed to $~'hl,m lna l~$ttRfJ&., , . .. .. . '. '.' " - .. 

\, "ueuauy '11th ~ w~ of ohinese loriginf He would. ,smile ·to~@ 

- - I. 

\ )' 
,J. ' 
'f 
r 

\ ,oUi' tabl.$ ~$t ,~11tt'11~, til,$h t1 ,Uttle nod 0" hlahead. It was 

,1m.pOS'$'blf$ to' tlilDgtne him: dbttlS at1rtJt&ns abi'upt O'~ harsh. t'il 

\ e~ytbing hes9$"tte4 a&l~(jate, andthQUghtt'il't anA J)o:tthop's I, bit', 
. . 

tfe:ack'$4th~ blind., btaril1g 'Q,.Ual.i t1 ct' other ·Romans t 

ter' item being ,lost .1n his ,oouses he ,se-_d~BSle.~!.ln ttl$ Italian . . 

'meanlns oft the V1O~ .... rather. ~Obl and totmal.", In fS(it. I often 

won4ere4if he~- 'v4loliy Italian. ana it ~i'baps he d14nt tcome 
~~o,m tb~ .Veneto ot' the All's. But -be to 14 tne ·on$ day" When 1. .• 81(e''­

hlm,j" that heWIlG a Roman. 'born andbre4l. His tath$t" tins a b1S. 
_. . 

1·en41or4 ani owne'lt . several 'blool:s at flate in Naples, una. 'PQle~mo. 

,Of>sare WBln"t·8 .,erllOwiS rntui." ~ WQsl~ hlfl~a':rly fort1es,., 

But 'be gave, tholm,Pr'osslon of a ,ou.thtUl ebyne£Hl and inseourity,. 
~ 

1 re,.' . member Wh~ he"toa dA thZ\d::::i% .:: ::::~t:;::::3::H~ :m:~::t: 14e 
... .dWa _ea" Sie~tm':"Ci' *i{3~---, QII'a. '.~ ~~~!~ ---:!e!! n~L __ 

. "~ h. &...J~ 

G91!Ci!IUIellC:;' he~.4 wrd~d from one sid~lQt-'ltalV tothi0therA~ 
'--"' '. .' ~'f-...L X ... 

mostly "alOD$d1-flfl~u'lt mountain pathS".witih no mOil$'~'L§5lt:aefiibe 
tUM' Ille, tlJB~e' ];, £\lrea4t ,had of h~a.s tnnoQ$l\~ of t'itW harsbileee, 
$0.4 'IUlrly wlth4.~wtl frcm the,. \'.14~~waB:$l1Dt~i1ed bYh1S- tleo'Orlp4t· 
. fvuJ. ~' , _.. tt, . 
'ten. '48 h~meantlt tobeperh8p$. ad th~t;.1 ea\1 him Iil~ klnd of 

romEUltlC wan4tr$l' tor ~ mom&tlt"MS Uniform. in 1'Qgd (he·' 4 ~,een 

,en. ottloer') '. hatless,t- but still 'smootb and tl't. .... 1ooldDS; strangely' 
I ;' aA ~~ c-J, c..&4 

beautltlil .. ,not sweatillg or hunsq mt, irr'itated em Wlytb1"C a, ItA 
,~~,. 

tB~~ 
lIe anti -the Ohinese wom.analwa~G eat in aO,oX'net Of the 

,tra,tt9£~q., quiet).1,' e~~i~$ne.ver onOE)8adre~s11lf?' ,soh other; 
I 



""\ 

?, .. 

$tid the, ,arel,. Joined tmGtb.~,.. party. l: toOk them tat a 

~rie' oouplEt w:b.o wero4 bit 'bored With ~aeh cther~ Bll, then 

. eomeor. .told me t.hat they weren't ~rl.$4. An4 a ltttl •. he 

lnvl'~e4 \Ul up· ton!a flat. It was 'M aWkWard., ()old"'lookl~ ple;a ......... 

lust ·two "o~. ib~e&.t; out te, bEt a~lR"Q .• witb @~leQG·: .. 

$~t.etloll-be4lmi~ I!{qr()Sa tltee:61ilng ,_4, a ~QkOtl'~$t,lok'1n80\tt 1n 
, . 

" tlW m14dl$ ·crt the. .,,()om. ~tba ,stiltteeln t~on$' ~t ·1t~. ·~ll.·38gse4 .. 

\' I .,~en4 ·t1~tGe4~t wl~bout ftil1 ·1nt1m~c.y at: aU. ~Q Cb1nf)Se1 If·Qm4nWas· 

'1/ I "i~ pl4e .th~~ c:r .. ature with floracked ~i()'e" and $h. ,~)ol(e in 
l 
t i 

I ' 
.1 

pretentious t4ea.·~ looUldn'tcone>entrllttlQr1f4\nythlng etIf' as'i40, 

8u4 .bA4 a te.~lt.ns '(If' .. Q;terlU.ty tttom ller.j: SIlt wQUc1 talk ,about 
t 

\ booke or pt(lture$ <)r' th~ l.,tesil n.lJn,.~entl. E;V@17tbtng seemed 

. :s~henE)d ,'throUgh£i dusty brain.. ib.e. tbings 1M j&14 .'d1~t·tt,aeem 

to <tQmc from 'lUe tt.t- p'eople but ';0 be connE)ot~ with teehn1que 'or 
pe~tot:matlC'f) or 'styl& ~~(j.hiner1ot some kind. Her $cftl'tCinc es f" 

were ,'aU ·~aase·d .like b.iG rocm" t\ndflhe ·kept reter.rtng to peop-le 

as being t.sQnsitl"<1J, to thlnss or t.J.UU,%ort$ltlse4·'., She said she 
, 

htJ4 6 hiShdesree CIt eeMltieatlOt1 to noise. li1e.a:ningSll8 ooulOn ttl 

stand the: ~t\10 in the oou.r·t,~~4; e~e :wasn 't ·$~ll$1',i$ed ,at·fAl 
i, . 

~o human· p~e~n~nce ae ol)sttruotlon of the psYC;be..moan!ng rlho ()'QUld 
, -

workw,l'th ~hf)t peop)..~n tnt .toom .. · :" Sha8.P,.Qke .~ .(i t b)."eQthl~rJtJ 

W''fI all.' t~ tJ.iUe ~G .. t 'sheOou4n"t Get $Uff.1.0,1$1tm0s.a~iurtb:. "n$O: 
, ,I r . 

her mou.th tlnd 'was trr:l,ns to WhiP .i\··d.os4· ~att. "intb .l$:te, tl(#l:1b .•. 
t 

She· bat strangel, hollow' ·~oo w1tb.,~v e temtnl·ecence bt "t~ 'I 

. . ~ .' t 

Chinese in them,dntke, than the ·rest, of her ('eo·o; ,a114'sht;l '8$t 
I 

hunohe4 ( Up',. "he~$hQU4d~ atlgul~. bOi' 'cJbe·~t ·oavea.:. ~,.' 1'~ \10\ ;:~ar4 J 

. that' Sheta. MOe 'been one of the lOVell($t ~"women 18 the e1tv;,\~,1tb 
6 pl\1lllP~ MOb. \1041 that IDQde tbb BOII8n$ ga~. \9he~r ~h~ w~nt\~ .. 

, '.' ' f ~ \ 

She·'a. O.omG to R01l1e in the war, and had st~re4 af:terwQatd,,-~;o~t, ~" ~ 
~ '\I\~ 

r I \~ \ 

1M tor the· O'i'W.} '\.) . ~. \ 
. I. 
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t l'lt W8SSCUn$' 01t, ';n. ~he WM*~lt,'s ltevft~ been the same, 

st,.U)e~~Iim. ~ 1t WSI1ll'i:'·t 111<$ :it b~orei ~:lthel' ...... ~,the stJteets . 

• e~~4 dl#.~r~n~·t, i ',j 

.X Sa.lt'llthousht tbla. WEl$ 'the gloW \Vir PU~1 011 t,h·lnss". 

Xtua4~,e.'1e1-ttb,~ ~ slOW,Sons" :80$n'~~l1e bS()~0U.n4ot, 4~ath.: 

i~t), n04,ge4en.d$~ld.· 'I· sue.se. I W~8 l~Ok~l1$ tot :1.~ t.e.· 

:be.ppen '~~ln, 'but ~h()tt :ot ~~h.@ w~ it woUl.4lf~t",.: -A~Q~, 
. ... . 

. I ',;it's bG~l1. Q gt'&:dU$l l~t ... tiowne~~Il~t\oe.~,.·,,;.tltid. ,$h& cast., ~ slOW:. 
," 1 

. harrml~a leQlc,: ·so dusty 4nq t~Gdj: aoto$sQ.,t ;Q~~e.t;.'l Who$et; 
. . 

ttWd.ua to;fO:$ w~t~i hl$: hilM baqk ,againSt. the 's'et$$, ia awta, 

'that g$ve h'i,m· Q hQ,lpleS8and. e.,,~t1 trail ).dol¢i. !. 

" . 
I f:Ulke4 Q$,rWhen' ab$ t,d ltLe·$ him end ,eh$ BEtt4 ju.etat,to~ 'tbe 

- . '\?e:t~~+8 l.ong is-me ·~o ncJ'l ('with anothqr ,dust, $idd41anO,e at him)" 

~elt' wo~k M~ be 0. (mle'oonneo:te(1.: 'he W4$ on, somo 'tr$UI18. scheme 

that,: involved shanghslt, Where she "Wes hom.. ~J'!id VlGrk-' ',Qr 

lllonth~ .Pl ·:tltO EIittlO ·,ottice~·t tihen.,i ,.,":shf)aG,de4. Vii 'tA,. asinu~ .• 
an4sb:rUgged her jshou:l4~r$ alQi11y without 'af:1ding $.b3fth1ns. 

I 

"We"~ ·ta1killS about 'Voll",itl sti14,.. tBow),au mat." 
.' 

. '. '~()h,~1(tat~ ·l1&ane·~r~d in En&llsh,,· w:J:ththe $ante. ,sl1sllt 

J._~10ane.c.oent: '8&1;110 GbineeG ~:t 'BC11:' .(\ mome,nt. '~atob1ll$ 

hiS taoe, 1 ttltafUflb ot jl'i:1:etldtlh-ip ,to"'VI(¢4G him. to", that 
I. " " 

It. e.l1e~ . qual1tyl ,heel ~.'. :me.e 1 to,' t'Gtl.~. _.ot ~. (te.·:rt~in 0, ··:l.ear •. b~iGh.· .• l 
ailel .a~al1ns1etznt$ter1oJ 1n'ell.1Seno8" .~en:~ .j.tdleappe~Q~. 
1$X", .~. btitlt t!'14dlMSOf' I', '. " ". ' " 

g... 1 

+ 1 t(\, Justo~omt ''bflc~ trom O)llna:'. 
. , " '.1 'I • 
• Oh.;·~o;i WG~. 'tn. Cb~. too.,-; ': \.' ,I 

A :''1O.'.j for about two j .Jeers.. In iong KOns,.::t· 'I, r '\ 

.' ~ , '" . \ 
:tRe.allv' 'You..... Bu~el theta'" ~~ 

. l\ 

, Hi" pSl1SGti" t.or a mOlnen~~notbins· seemed tc> take hirn~ 'QnaW$:r~s 
1. .' ~. ,I ~" 

01- 4i1t •. : his 4G11~ete o~-.and' tho.n he nOdd$'(l stavely.. ReV" 
- • 1 "-

1 
J 
I 

/i" 
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~. 
'coUld aseas~ly 'hlrfe lnOt het·on. the','~tre~t ill Naples~"'I hacla, 
,Slldden 1m:p~$S~on ·Ct· him ;Bt1 ',a 11Q.r;~. 1 

I 

In .aour$.~~:pe~ap$, t3ee~lm.~way, ·t~eOnin~se 'woman 
se$llQa to know. evel'yth1ns~ ~out· hblt" 8()Mt1.m(lS 11& looked. uk$' . 

a chU4 ilt hEJ1r side. ' Av~ntl1.Sti:e kliEk. bOthh1Q 'Wl'11eS wtll .. ~ 
ll~tdbiilt~l'1dhoto~4 onoe .. a4 ~;pa);'tlteaOti.Qe.., ShQ $V$} ~Ele~dto 
oollect. 'In. 'lndyOlopa.4.1~ !(rlOWleilg~ ,aQ~u.t.·· bltsl) ell th9 times lor-ins 

.' . 

. it'up .~ hE¢' .J)$QUl.lat imgl1ah C8.;cht·ne~jJ~nguaS~ ..• t'1lt1~b; h~. ma,. ~)' 
, . 

, ~ . 

" may' not hQVEl .:ttlught her himsel..ft~ ,J B~ Uk~a he;,'X' ~Q :speak tn. Eng11sb. 
. , . 

~we he@.d; ltil11cn~ ti~oI$d I~vul~.' t.o1UmSOttt~'t~m(3$j &,l1cl ·ho knew 

no Oh1ne$&. Even 'rJ1~n ·She Vi~S lJ.iJtxV t.rom. Rome $\ieeeemed tio be 

proteot1.~ M.ta :~t1U,end l'~p1e .sald t.ha~ 'he 'n$v,-~ .W~n:t ~ d~ 

': wlth'o\1t tmlt~ns va her:. ~v.Etn,. t~t: he kf)p~ '~"18i'1 tort h~.ot 
.... . ~ 

.',i, 

'~s mOGt lntid1fj~· 4·6!ngS. 'Ul ,s:vltlbt>l,~l.EU1g\18$~·., 

. Yet~o wouldn't .. t,(il&rate '* llJ;)nt~on. 'Qt: li$i" whert. 'she, \,~i) 
, ~. -' -- ,.~. - ':, ~ ~ 

tlw4jt. RQ $O.~~·Il~a bis no~e: \il). :sli!ehtly"wltb d.t$$~t .• ' ·It .WQ.l)' .' 
-

On. ·,':01(\.' at·ttl1;~ .8talQ .... ~ yet lt h~4p~ove·4~ts$l.t et~le. 
• I 

It had labtealQnse.~ than~1.thor of his l,tlaf'ilages.. ~1he rtwCl tJl . . . ' . '.at . 
them 's$~rne4 $0 $ep.ra~ trom .eaoh oth&~~~.· th~, root'j in 

~i1gi.Qrt. and :C'iV11ts8tlon~~that evert WhUether ·w'~ mut.uBllt" . . 

bor:e4 ana~·1aSWlt~4 'they t~lt ,eone t~$cirla.t·iloti,ho~ding th~' ,'-
_t • ~ 

togetllm::;f,.' That was' nOtV it s.tP.e~·QiI $U.yway .. ·~ .. tb.G~n<;i,e,*·.,tulke¢i 
.. ~ f • 11 \ ...I 

·abQU.t eaoh. otil.(j~ ·tt the. Y(Joulrl: help it, •. '~~cept.~. to' sttCt"a. l;lilt~e. 
. " ~ f' 

$ign of 41$gust .• : pei"hap~ she telt, p);"Oitd. ~Q u~e i$h.e.:' Otid.,l.af.~I~"se·~' 
',\ 

• \ ' • I ' ~. '\ 

htf'd, ·taugh~ he~: it \f.fl$ light ang._ ~1mel$$.~:. li.ke~ a. 'str~e \~ ':'\ . . " \~. 

west~n 1;lUd~t.'t<msl1O~perhl,\ps tlm1i~"~~'l . '1;11 wr.mntt'~1t \ 

" 

for het \~.~; Wti$ to~ US.~ ~lllC¢ the i~UEi~"w$$n't $lt,$lt(W\! . It\i'. ' 
j' \ '1 { 

~h.. ill 8-lW ($SEt.. .. . i,. t, J" ".. ~ t \1,\ 'J '.\ '. ,.' '.' ...... ' \l\ ""-
• .. J • '\ \ ' 

. .'. g~ci ~ .. t ~fJSaH ttom .. aAiSl1Moe .. ·~.t 111tJocrrUp1lJ: a·o~~\ . 
. .::;' \ ~\\, 

taoe <mak1ns *lT$ kindly ~4.l·lQat.· <it. b01J§bmaak. ~QOoNi.rt.g~ t,\ 
\./ \ . 

"t~. u~a~ otthe ~nt (thai; . .'·is. Wbat kind ·of "oman thf)~ wafl~~, 
~f~\. 

'''..... \ ~ . 



/ 

I 

4esc.r1blng the pe~ul.te matJh~nel'Y ·et hls 11tr~'J os' l,t woUld ha\'l 

been t4 ·~elo·r:'1bQltur· .toOlnl and the ·tnke' ~t' be· .1)U~ ·on his.· WI111_. 

$.e $<$tned to teel ~ IX'qtttUi1tt;: power off~t him., but' ·be!n8·· (lbln$S~ 

she had notElst$ to»: power in"our ,son~~: ~ehe Wt!snJ1i dellber$.te.1V" 

OX~l?O:ttslng anythit1$. lit 'WEI$; a1mply 'en 'esqu.ls$:tee~·er.~entu), •. 

.Iii tact .• : she· rel~!ll\ulahfJt\ \ih"t.ever po"er .bh<i had' tPlet h1m..everv 

"day. oV'er~ h.our~. ~hestG.rJ~~ at,noth_;)~ ,Sh(\ ~taye4 in hie 

;fl~t Wh~tl ~ wAn'tu4 ~1\" to~ 'left:· it When he· sav(> , the trlf;n:d·j: 

'\be b.t~v might laEtf~. $ ~(jt)kJ. .ei.l,: ._the~,,~d.1Y e. a.a.y..,. f}hey 1$4 

a attanse lit~ht ' M' ' ' . 

l.uJ.l~d to think lrjf th~m t\s twopeQ~e s1.,tll!Q in 1tne Ci'$Z1 

; n~!llf.\1lJt4.*lliUd betwe.O$i two· ~e.ii.gt~.j $.0 stipped bV ".ha;h lay 'on " 
\ . - . 

\th~ othif. eideof the t.l"Qnt!t)~,·~hOr1 ·they ne,er' qame t'o t$rmB wUlh 

,Vha~ lay on tht#l' o\m~: Sesare haa -nte4·· to be II ptl~$t>onoe" 

bU.t •. ~a$he .said, demur~lr.nlth" 6\ tl&;trt~re(l $leao·. downrnl.rde: •. ' 

" . 

. ....... ~ 

.\ 

$$f.i mOl'Q,·.end more irritated with ¢~c.h. otb~~ ~ 6omet11llbfJ.:! he 'a~v.e 
• 1. 

; ~ r 
her a cold,. le.vel g16n(re., orclelfbere..t .. ly· didn't anavib.t' a Q.uei;it,lOl1., 

(JJa,&. . 9~ ~. ') -,' t 
$ncl sheJf!il.W8ye ~tiI~ 'l~j;tlftll$d:., toG, .~ hili roj(jc ttl:l$ _ -,~e 

,/\ ~' . ~ .' II '\ 

& ~Q~Aew,,," ~ ~e_d to till11l.~ 1m1~.u,y.- und,ttuke4or(1il\ 
:hGF droningvos.Q~ as· 'if he \'1el"~n t t in tb.$rOom,< 1'hey: look'ecf':' '\ 

. ',. \ 
too tu-eA ~etlCb ot~ei' .ven to b~ve Q qU.£¢:~l''' .. ' ,,' , . .'!\ ,'\ 

. otte~ 1.f11le\'lwl4so 41We.t~ "Oll' wQeKti' ~. ~4j t:o AUstrj"Q (it' ~\h' ~ 
'... . .. l.'!\,.... ", 

SW1,t~_lon(t tor the: oeQ!) mcuutains, •. and n(t; WO\ild tat ~ ~~ ,~:r$. 
, \ 

Ji, ~f,a~OIlf3" '!hen ab.e went to Ch1nat.o'r inany· mOllithtl'.; . and he · \\ 
"-1/ '\ 
!i ... 

etart$d up wltbQnc;tther "oman:. \ \ \ 

i \ 
t \" 



\ 

,,' 

( 
, ~Ats ·;UGW W~ wat '$ tr1en4 ,Qt. 'Ql1~,'l ,she~, tl'Q14 c:;~e"e 

,and h,Od a, 1aZY,j' tJe1t~£ndU,igtnt;j morbt41.1 s~r.mUOU$ o.~'a~·tGri •. w~,'h 
or • 

, " , " \ 

a :h$n4$Olttfj' but.nert?)u&, taOE), ari~ 'ohtl41 ,gil:. '11l$ht~blu..e ,yea ~ whlcb, 

sha&ometlm.Ef;S(J8st, 4o'Wl1$n .tt~o~4 .rn04e~;tY. \~ltb the b:tnt! or. Q.' 

Vl'qomUe,., Q$, it :ehe Q.\1i~t11' $.PP~OlfG.4or' ~'n1 :.lmpzropr.lty' hu.t, 
; . .' 

d,otildnf:t, t,eU ~",'ou GG,,· .m.u,',eh.', S~V1as SG, ~ete4 ~r ,m'~, "~.:', ,'b:diiJtf." . fl' ~ ~ " ., p ", . ,. ;.li:, 0 I,:ier ~~ 

" hus~(lLt: find tor n~a:rly 1':00:1' yee.~& ll'OW ~hQ"d been 'golng. abb~t 'wtth 

one.· m~n at,t·et' tAllothOJ'j eoruettn-.J:s t$ll~.in 'lQvf1 f 'iftseiy'ln$" ih., t 

,tell in love, I' ,E,lfldsomet1mee trf)at:ln;s ,lt ,fi$,$ raw $rensuo\U'1' adv'~nture,. 
- , 

Sb.e 'had tl,tm, we~rounae,Q!hipfS ,$nd ~ ;tull boaom.an.it s~e»led tl> 

stow mote ,$~n$Uous U1 boor Tilth ev~y man; untUuhe ll'tt3t OtlQere. 

EVe".tlua,w at ,tair 'WEUs,81wars the ,moot tmport$nt:expol:'l~ne.'e' 

ehe to. ev ~ bad,., ~na shQ 11ke4, to ,&1 'iJ' hot ,tl'.lcnd,s ·all. the' do'tailS-., 

:iJ:b,qm 1iilea'e would be .a.ne,etrangeril$n1~ tlCr1$lsdutj..ng which ~l'u~' ' 

·'Would ,lOOk, tlr~d Bnd ·,111. than.thGte ?jo~J..d oC·@j}.othe~ ,m$n, ~nd :_ 

PrQo.esa \1oul4 A'tar,t ali t)~,asa1n,f ahe Wt:\~ i.nllN$'te4 1n ;E,\. ~ 

raoat.:" 1t,' $eema~J' 'When ite' v/$$ ·ted up ,w1th 'b~r. '01411: the moment be 

• I 1. ! L 

Aotu~ ,$he and O~Gare,. hact k;n,own ,Gt):Ch.,ol.b.e-r.' fox-some .1earfJ." 
t~~ ~ , 

but ,not, O~'-I!i, be a .. solDS tei'~., A f~Yi ,ltt),ekf,l ~fter the C'htaeSQ 

t/Olll8D. le.tt he' ~$k~4 b~,r to'4,tn~ w~tth~ h~not.at!, t,ile ~Ua). 
" , 

,t~;:~Herla~~and th~, 'wtiJe BOon spend1rl$ the.:-:nlSht· tog~the,i'~:~ ~lB 
tlat·~ . Sheha.d . tcldpeople oJ)enly thQt :eh~~ Jw.~f;eoltig tri ·fJ1l$.i~a 

-' ' I' 
j 

line torh1m'~ , 
,,8ome.lm.e$·.~ t;!l(Jptat het' tl$t,Sotltatltnei!i t;lhosl~pt;, ~t ,iit~ 

. . .' \' \ 

.1 Met 4tnn~1' toS$thel:' altllosl(, e.vety~~(;\ni.?Sf,., Ein{l orte'n he :t,;OQk \ 
'berto 1\ISb,~-tJl:ubs,~: .she would '~on'hlmL&~th16 Oftic8. '8n4, I~~' '\ 

would shOW' itupatlonCEl' if·,ll", Md· mal1 •. an ~PPOinttnt'lnt, wlth6n~~h,',er !~\\ 
, ' "<.1\ 

.maul, ,~th"lr ,aft.a~ suddenly beoam.e secret., 'fhet n~\t~Xf·\.nt . \ 

to the usual :l!Ut~,la and" .tor weolW $h(l ~4~l4 noth1ns about" h~. 
, ",(". , , ,\i \ 

Ht llad 8sked..her' not' to hive h.iJh.<·\'ubltc.it"'ti,JIo,. MQ'l1e f d ~le_vn 1,t, '~80 
. ..',' ... . II .' 'fI" . 0;> I \. 

I 



1. 
g-~hll:~OU$~y_ to t~ othe:111enj~ 1!.O"t':- ~o tb1ns. 'th~re web··ttlo .1 

chtnette'w~n." IWbti :muG tnt:t hear. ot, ,tt ,~4 'th~n'ho ··had II oe'~atn 
... ~ OJ • 

pO$1t1Mto k$$) Up., He. was' :shrew(i eno~h ~o i;Je~ ,that herpub~ 

l1Qt,tywa(fnt~t fl1way~ tl¢\tt~~.ns:" ): ) 
Asal.ways ,~t, 'th. beslnn:1ng " tlt ~natfa,tr', $be was dEJ~ '~M 

Sl~:tU.b:,J l;oatlt1.n$ l\e~ ~yell puown f.t lot 'ana l~QkJ.ne; <1uietly-.--@(Jn, 
. ,. 

·tb~~tt'l9:a11Y~ .. l1apllY~ B.ut cr61tl.\~allt1t' W~la ,()l~~' that· :anx1tl~8 . 

11iti'd; 'Started,., ~~ t~ouble~ ,1.t ~G~rnGd .. ~. this': he. Wt;i~ '80 "1l1\lOh 

: liko hQ)1,in 111S'Ollfll'Q<1t<ir if, .H~wa'a mQot ;intel"f:§stE),d ~n ~ -WOl'rJ.Sn 

wh~n sha \3Jne" ~QQl .tQh1rtl.f ~i1d ~~i <los~rtGd her whon ahG 

,1Ga. \,yorm. ~ liia w1V~S,;jBhe,sa~4---tli~ publi()'lty"~h:Jx-v1c.:~ was:· 

$tartMlS up as$. trt-~h.Ad l~~ tlle.mititake Of. ahOtl,~ng ~lii'J;nth:.i 

.Anel also~h() bflsan totind QU"f; that h~',fcl q~te as ,many \'omen as .... 

hu'~4 ha(1.me.ni' :t was$\1ttPtri,e;ed 'PO l1t~o:r' '~~5.s. r$tnelllber~ h1m in 

t~,~t'l~"lt'tO).~f.~.f so .mQ$k t\1;tu :~~tlr1t1g~ I ) 

" 
? R&r', \1l!\lfily'. t~ 'of. glylnga mall pu.l>lj.C~·tJ,y,· wa$ ~Q ·'f.\~k 'hat:, 

tr~tf~dS torf:~tt'V~1.Q~:f. AWie.~ begE\n t,Q Q$~. 'us tw aav~o.e., 
• :.. I 

l1blm ,sb~ rtUlgQtJ_reup Asr~$t, 1~:V ttitl~:, ,'I.nthe , @¥ ~ s •. t _.' 
I ... • 

,ones :eVfj'ry tlU'¢e ~t1ut$a, tor' ;thl-e~ hCU,lts -or. mor.'~ ....... ..,th$r·e :Was !&, 
, , 

• r 

l.fl,~v J)e.r81$teno.~ ·~))O\tt·~ hE}i'~or fiIl4efl. ~~en~' At .,hit!· ottt~e:.~' oi!' 
. ,<' :.' .-/; 

wa1tE;i4 out~1~ the ft$li1A2\lhereheUvedl:f..toa~.e ~l:t othel~ :".n 
• '.' , ' , ' /l" 

WQ111 ion",. ll~Hvl1$ tu,-U!a<J.l.,l6 (!m t'I. cold wi tli tI.~ i ~li.dt old, !lew not:"? 
. . ,: II 

be;'\1ulga~'~ I ~llat b,G In\wt hwtit his tl'1S~Oli1"'r; , 'ill 1;, ,v!henMe mat~~' 

ot.h~r ~p.pC)irrt;.mQnt$ ~n~lstiayei out tllCiWho~··rl1gnt ne: ;wdUld: r.~~ . '. 
iter flet 1'$l>eatEnU.y ~n.d ~Ii1Ve_B~!;!J$ with' tlw lIt\td,~n4 th~ \. 

ahQ'..tt at her tud¢l1tllY fOt."bG:l.ng4 't\1'hO):et~< , · ,'\ 
,~ I Ii< \~\ 

(! slO,Wly 'her' bq(ly I ~hatlSe.4.. She h~41o~1i therouna:f.j f!leebt' ~~ 
- . ~ ~~ 

look :In '.h~rh1pS'¥r and her ~ll$8t ,be.gr,m to '+:OOk ~n .. ,· in· fhE! !:',i, I ~\ 
, . '~. . \ ', .. -,: 

$Qtl'le I 'W()..y as tho Ohint)se VlQ!Qf.ln f ~., \ Her eyes, took, on Q p$le.r~ \ ,. \"; 
,I. '\"," 

and, tl1mtrlf?':r, lOQk,: andb.e;-hB irseetD.Qd mOte Gt:raggly. ,Sne begf:!ft \" 
, .1 \ 

tow'e$l~' 100&$ d:rGS$$S.tn t~ 1:'ewnt.'lc{5 $tlJ'l~'. no lc:mger the 't~llt.\ , , 'i ., \ 
j .. 

, ! 

> 
'\ 



'el'()t~Q4t' RtmlS,'" n. d.:reSSGSSl1Gt d ~.wo,·. rn 0$. t., or,.,' e .. ·.,·) ShE)Ef' olte-:~ot'·l~·· .. " .. ' .. P, ........ y ." 

aiwoyS ae~md ,!~ .• t~e6.~f She ev~: l)$gan 'ltq l()~k !,$Ohoolmarmi~l1l" 
t ' . ~. 

With ~·at~ haa+thy t1~~ns'sh'oes .and put~on(f~ blouse.~,.· 

. ,'She~ told ~ that CG~G VlSst al~rs ·t(j,C'i~~.~t,1ngl"her:.,) , ~. 

c'olild onl.~i ~tfa1;' h~r to wsa:r~er,t·s~.n pQ~golc;;t\~s.t. and, ~b.()lJ6ll1; ~s.t 
;()fll~l? ·~.lo1;ll:ep ~,tO:14~(~ft... ,BUt he titdn'ft oon'4$¢,t )1;t)r ':~u. u¢,ondet.tUl1ns 

~ r 

t:t1y; .b~ macl~, .11~r l~t;tl~ s~t,ts Whioh ~ub,tlt ~ugge~'~~'cl the, q'~!f;r$c-t-

ion !.h(tj' Wti$: ~~~~:+:. BO, h~C\. ,:&. ·way, 0'1 l.(),Ok'~ng,at ,;t~ wOtnS1'\ 'with a 
. • . r 

"s.e~tly ;Ppp~6J.ativ~ Vlo:rmt)1 tn ~l1$ e1Gs .• sh~i\at(l; .• , as it ~() $.63.1 

har th.a~ :he ;~aw $om.ethillg:~n. he~ ~lw.tn() ()th(;~ m.~n b.~'\ $e~ntJ: 

tl~ '-scULled, t.o ,mnl~val a'thor"~ .,to 'sey:,.'But ~ow strang&, srQu ht\v,ent.~· 

reGl'1tse(1 batore+,..~.a1,d~,·t your&Gl.ly kilorI that you i¥lQ. ~l t)l.e:fJG 

\1ot14ettull.ttt~e _81t·tS·-~1s· 1t. r.Gal~y.·true no ttlle ,t,Q14 you about 

thom.~.?l l,\ud 6tQO~ae: liP" at ~Tllc'~:tVe. vro~~() oul.Cl bE;! ,cQQl t(.. : 

t.l1t;it ~ She t>~Ull to, ~~~~. under ~~ s g~ZG. that~~h(ij; \va$~e~z11%lf3 and. 

ex~j~p1~o .• e..,peQ,~aJ~f. It ~h~ toU~~+?d lIt.S t"\4'eot.loA(J)·_: 
L ' 

The' ,gifts. ~~ .. ~ t.t.r1b:u·ted t.~. wome,il; w~ro ~~WQU!{ ~xq\.(lSlt$'~~on 

~he 'eplrl,tua~t~ id$; !-\n·d ~r' ~¢.otU.'Ge thil Q.~E)el(, Wo~ .. b,fjga~ rt~,;t~ 
• ! 

shQri· <>f tb~ 1.m.ag~~ R'nOr1.tng, ~,,"llat Sp~U~li9U1l4 at.t.ell~l~ :~h~'·t(l 
" , 

t • \ 

q:ent~ ~t th~' t>e~*nn'1ngl: she. Wtis ~~tr1t'i~d sto .lo$e'c, !~l~~n..d li:·$~· 
. '. .' Ii' 

. had Qh.1y bf)en a e~~p mor~ t.or 111$ to .~~ ,~·t. ap b.l~9klnall,: ~vt:i~ 
. ~ 

tJUPPO·Erl1lS. 11~ hadlr"t· d~'fltgn~cl ~t €i$ 'b~Qkln~;1'1 ,front. ~he. l~e6ir.ui~~·~ 
- .! , '.. '. .'....' \\ 

:Glle4itl 'fJ'V~~~,tl"ns he;WBr,.t(Ut-. Slle .fu.t~~e.d ~qq;t atia bought ~ho/~, . 
'. 1 ~': 

11:1deons 'srt1st1Q'" QolQUr$ 1l.G Sugge~.t~(1t ~lte, ~"~Ji \>egnnl~~~~li.ls 
" • • " I~ i- ..... \ \ • 

th~ b06l$ )1$ l:l,keclt e~rpeo"aliy Pl'(I~:~,aQ: 1:01,4 h~~ ,:t;b.et M,~a~\, 
.eJsso.ntial1y tpr'QUst1sn'"'i flPDnr'en1il.Yt: thetG. \7~~Q :o.~rtaln v~~~ \t 
;.ttee he, ~qulan·t ~!'1ar:. a~d. w)lat coul4 ~El ~~ ~ou.eJ'l;!,a)11lh~~ ':, i~ 
fjhnt'1She b(:g$.n, 1;0 talk m.Q1'fj(jQl'efU,lly ~ a~' b~ Mkecl, ,tar.: ~ '\ 

:1 \ '., 
~Bp~r1tualt~, fQ~mB at conVbr5a·tiop.«" . ~'\ \ .~ 

! '. I 

She 1:0,14 hEf~ f:t'1.cnda ~b,l'lt sh~td "h<t:£:~:.!~Jl'l1keh~\ ;1 
HtJ exnlla~tcd; ·Ilfi(l q~itea. lUJr l'I:t;lih~1i '. "';';' satiaf11ns hei'f ,i'l " , 

c· 



something like that. Her other men 'had given her rounded 

hips and warm app~tites, but she didn't appear to want this any 
. -

more. By being attractive, now, she fell short of being a 

shrine. The more he criticsed her an~ threw up his hands at 

s~m.e 'vulgarity' she'd committed, the more she felt the obscenity 

of her own person and tried to correct it, as if she'd lived in 
axtxEamfNX a fleshly slough until 
K~mex~kaEtXJxfiEKkiJXE%EXgk now. And the pleasure in this 

was that the moment they were in darkness together again, even if 

it was only a few moments, she was a shrine again. It was the 

..1: J.).S -I I 
and found he wasn't there. Or he said he was going to work at 

~.J fuome ~ and she found he didn't return home until after midnight ) -rl ~ that day. She wasn't sure he was going out with other women; 

1'..st ~ he always threw up his hands if she suggested it. 

i ~ ~ 1 things happened to make it obvious. 

But several 

He was seen at a night-
J 1 ~. 

~ -, , ..... 'club with a woman from Bechunanaland, the wife of an official. 
- ~,.-:> 
~;)- She was a striking woman with thick hips and a provocative, 

~ a ~ 'bUrning gaze.b still the Greek woman didn't believe it. 

;I ~ (JILe w:as . so convincing when she saw him again! He would look 

J ~ ~ } at her as if to say, 'And you, with all those gifts I've toldl you 
< 

you really believe I could be seen out with her?' And.; 
, 

being flat tered again, the shrine came bac,k into its oWn, 

especially if they then spent the 

And she would promise not to spy on him or doubt his word. 
t 

He would say,. 'Why yes, she chases me, she ,·s in love wi th me, 

but I know my" tastes t ' And he would lean back and ffirrile at her 

lazily, his eye~ making a tiny dark sparkling movement, and put 

out his hand in a gesture of compassion---co~passion for the other 



"'/.f), 
·woman. Atteral·]; ... ·lt .She oalle4h1maliar. she' d.ethroned, 

herself as well-~:there ~waS1!hat to think of,.; It 'dethronecl a-very 
• -;:1. ,I 

lit·tie c'ompl~ent h~~4 .tna~e.: ',' . 
But 'at ,the same ,time 'sb.e

4 

Playedh$r 9Wi~ g~ as' w.ell.iI~ When .. , 
. , ' { 

ever' he tr~enie4to ~Glt1ns She ~de" an app6;tn'tment wi'th lailothe.,:, 

,'men.,' and' wl"$n hesee~'d ts.eally Qool' to 'he~.m.e6n1nS he' elidn't·t 
. . ~ ~ . 

everL tr~ubl.e to P~V her· ,Compl.iments·.-, but l'oo~ed Qt he~' w1th- bl t-ter' 

41sgus .. t 'and ~a~dJ .Mf GOd,; you. lilok ,M~Sttlz ton1ght,'~-shewdlU.d 
I' '. 

" 

stay -away tor a dar or two.,- Thespylng beoame red 1porou , 'and 

obsessive.", .i!iGY '\leganto;" reEll,iS(J that the" other was as praotised ' 

end unsorupulousa '11ar as they themselves werel~, A woman who knew 

them both·; atter' 11sten1i18' to one of' her 10ng etor'1es about; his 

lYins and treElQher;. sald With a· am,lie ~';sieitet,8ttl l.'uno :eel", 
. . l' 

1. taltrot~you are made, tor~ eaoh ot,her •. 

. They began ,to l'1ve l:ik:e man and wite'; out, Of ~tual teat 

more thananythlng ~i.$e .• :- He ~spentnishts" at -her' .(lat. and she 
nights :at his .1'hey agreed to try ~tan exper1me"nt,Bl per1odot 

tnarr1aae.f to sGe how' tar' 'ther~ were' really 0 ompa·tlbl.e-., But,' the 
~ 1 .' 

blaC)km811 and stratesy wEur~: on. . s~ beg4nsJlit)klng s' 'lot.- which 

she~d never· done before, I She wandered round trcmtriend,to 
, ' ~ , . . . " . , , " '-

·trien_~.I1Gr ta4e was sail-ow Elncl drawn:, and days' at f the sea made 
t "'-

no d1tte:re,n~e. : LE1t~ one n1gb.t She rang Us up 'saying$he;~. 

, to~alk, t'o·' sansOne:, ·oould we· Qome round'at' onoe', oth$rw1Ere:shc:r 

would throw hem elf out t:!f the window.. .~ sald, 'N'O.·~ WEI Were') I 

t1re~ al1d had to wo:t-k the next day". 'but, ~ther: thaD thl'OW herself 
~, • J 

,out ot the· wlndow wliy dldntte~e come ~ound to us fora ,few 

minutes' .. She sald. Shecouldntt be~ause Sh'~ hadatem.~;erature·. 
'... ., , r I ~ 

and rang ott.' Ibegsl'l tC?setahx1ous iiln4 Eltter a tew: minutes 

rang her baCk. But ',she seemed· to havoe t6~()tt~n. oUt convGt~atlon .. 
She spoke l~~:t.ly~,esare 'had 3ust talked':to her,i' 'She . salc1~imd 
she added 8 little oU]'tly' ~hat she wastired\ now' and want~d to'" ! 
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,Numb~r' One: then08me ,b~Ok from China.' j .. 'Everybod1 expeo.te4a 
... • 1 / 

or1s.1s. but apparent11' her atta~ with d~~S1'~:.: wh1c;h had sm6\ on 
'I.. 

tor twe~ ve,.yea:~ 1:'low:" .~$a1f last, av.~r,. Or so' 1 twas' thought" 
. . . 

"But $omeOflt)' who"~n.Vl l:lett ~ell jpointe~ ,out thElt t~t's '~llQ.~- otten 
, " . 

"been though" beto;-e·. Anywa,r'.8he end the Greek ,WOtnaJl met and 
" 

t.ound they:!d known eaCh other long betore'~: in a vasu.e·"way. ' 
- . 

They even breektflsted t~e,ther:at c~sar$-t's' tlet;- . Bfter he:!d gone 

. to wor~~o,the astontshinent of his maid. They· 4~dn,'t talk 

"about him. -but ~o~h ,lplew the othe~" knew. ,I~. NUmb,~r TWO. )..-ematne11 

1n'sole poe,session. 01" so' she thought. The Ohinese woman hact 

no~ere ~o .stay ye~sh~'hadn't totptd a tl;i,* and was ~on~tralnec1 

to ,Sleep there, 'f1Xl!l$up 'sd1VSn in thee! tiling i.'o()ltl4 'J 

One morning Number- TWO" '8f'tersp'endi'rig the.nlght ather own 

t1att went -to Cesare"s i,just. toeheOk up",' b$~or~ ith$ .maid wa-s 
,t 

dUe ·t~ ~r~~ •. ·j N~ one wa~ th~:r.e j b1.i. t, under: the '~ed' wl'e f'c;rind 

a 'Oh1ne~e handk$rqh1et. "h1cli 18he said only a, W~mEm, and' probably . -. . 
&Ch1il.ee.8 woman., \Vo\Ud"oarrr'~bout W1th~~~.. ~enshe found 

Nwube~ Onete toilet ,qulpm.ent-"'lncl:u41ng a "'peesart an4 oontr~.· 

c$ptl ye tablet"~l~ the bathroom. J This wasn'~t, neoes'sarl1y E\P 
',' 

proof ,ofanythlng but.'·:8sshe'$a1d, ~ ~t,_.weiit'''f1 '4~e,4 lOng waf." 

But ~hen Oesa:r'e hadto14 her that h.1.-,S' re3.et-ton with Number One Vias 

l:lkethat' at 8 brother., ' Alsolt dldn'j'te.e&m. 'likely to' the. 

Gre,ek' wQ~n that he would want her nOw~f"ter aU. ehe ,had lost 
. '. '"" . 

U,er lookS,., But the oontraoep't2:,eappar~tus w60rrlsd her. end 1n 

the evenlrigsh~ ta~kl:et).h~ a1)out it. H$ gave her' a still g(;.Z~. 
f 

and then sEi1dslttR-lyand o Qol17",' ,.youtre qu'1t~ d1sgust1ng~' .' 

I never" wish to see you again';" f?he went' home'i" and attar a.n, 
.. ' 



/2. 

hour or so arrived,·trom cesarets tlatwlth 'all her belong1nSs. 

She. at once re.ta11ated· by send1ns her mal~ with all.. b.!!1. b~el~Ong~. 
1I1gs·. 'The 81'1'61): seemedoloSeCJ.. bUt after two days he rang her;~'up 

an~ inv! ted· her t~o dinner·a·s· it, nOth~ng ha4 >happened. The i>erl04 

at thel:tr$11.~r1ag'e was· ~hU$ 'ov~r; and they' were 'baok~t the 

lover-st88e. see~ng" eaoh other secretly a few·, ttmee a. wee~ •• '· . \ 

'~e~ Wsstheoldthrl1.1: of'ssem.1ng tOlf'd~Cij1Ve ·the Chin.$e' wOman. 
AS she ~a4.d, it was 'b~t'ter .'than the'trlal.ma.rJ11ase •. ' I. 

" . 
- . ,. She \ sPent· Qnenight w1,th·,h1m at his flat. whenNWt1b$~ One was 

111 Torino ·,t~ a tew· day."sna next morn1ng 'she' wee ,uti about to 

1eav$. __ ' atter· he'd gone to' ·the ott1C~. when ·the mald ,oalltd 
r • 

ett~ her"ossUElllr.:,'y()u'tll be 'here tomorrow· then?;': She turned 
..... 

and sensins Something lla14 wlth (lqual ·o~s'alneas·,iNo •. Why?·' . 

'Oh.,-lt doeSn}t ma1stQr,.:f the maid ~ea14'~i': :1001, ~~. s&sno!! 

:$844 'to buy'; enough. bread. tor two tomoJJt~rti~ t .• 

'" 

tyes.:;' . 

',; Th~ nald.d1dn t t'·s$EUli to realise what .,$hetd··said .... or 

perhapS She· did.. Number T\VOIll\.lrnnlred.·! "Oh,.: he· inigh.t ha~fi made '8, 

mi.stSke.'· Th~n she' went hOme· and, decided to i$Y ~"plan~, and 

oatoh him .out once and tor· all. 

,. J. . • 

have, aroused his ··SUp101ons.· ' ·Retold h~Jt' he ~s gotngto"work' at 

home. Qnsom.eth1ng· very Impj)r~t· ,! and sb.e $61d she wouidtitt· ~ '\ 

c11st"tb' tum.,. and woUld go to bed ee..rly JierElelt'~They spoke 

pol-1t$1, to eaQh' oth~r',fU1dagreed to see eaOh' other the fol.lqwing 
I 
I.~ 

day:, when the worst of his work 'w·ould be over'.~' She hac1ethe k~1 

to h1st"lat·. ·an, ext$ qne,. end· added thai; she would return it t·e) 
. I· 

him the, ne,l(t day. 

she was ve.rt· sle.ep1' and had an early dinner.f··qu.lte alone:; 

W~1oh was . unusual tor her.,· She was ·siient 8n4!colleote~ .. Wlth~ 



/3. 
out. ~er uSUSl reBtl-tlSS ·lndeo1s1Qr1.' .Th~n ,s~ went to bed.· .Q~., 

Eibout nine ~ote,l()()kf and, set ,th:e alarm t(#' trl~, o'i"~look in .t~~ .... 
f ~ ~ . 

morn~l1$. She went to .si~~ et9l1ce and woke uP •. perfeotly ,Cl~.ar 

an~ ~nrgetiQ j even oe.tore tJ:te alarm went --'off.~" She took· a ,.taxi 
. I' 

. '.. . •.• ' . 41) . 
8e:t*()Sa. t~e.,r~verj .,~nd dl~m1'ased it ~ hund~4 metres, or. ~o::bet~i'e 

C'esa~e>~~ J~!iazz().· She.did the rest on too.t ... k~p1ng'close\ .. to ~he 

.masm:ve. atonE) _3c~ VJail$· in qaS!3 'he saw b~ ,from his f1lncl~w.,.~ 
. , 

She.td..,put, ops.Cl1'tj' l~~he~~~d shoes. - Tlt~re ~$ n9:11ght,from his 

window, ~ut ~$he kn~~ he .tQ!>k ,the. pr~caut1dil,"Q~ alw~ys ,bUY~ 

thickOur~~lp mat.erial, .She 414ntt take: t.he 1~~~:P:.. .1n cas.e the 

noise .. put .. him. on guard:. ,000t.lsAe 1118 door, on .~h~ J;l~*~ tlool'. 
s ,. ...t\ j 

She~ited.: and 11st~n~4'~ ,. 1b.enwasn t t a sound .. " an4. nq·-l1gh1; ~owe4 
t" \ 

u;nde:tne8t~. Sh~ tum~d ,the, k$t;;an~ went l~ "on.(tlpt9G:~;,' .. ' The~e 

was no m~~mt;)nt at.,eil :1ns:1~e.. I~~ knew e1f(¢Y OO~·~ .'~t .,:t~,~ flat 

a.na needed no 11g~t to go. ~tra'1ght to the··~be~oom.. ,The'c'doo~ ·was 

op~nj r'S.S: it always wasa~; ~ightj; to -make tl !brEte~e, ·t~o~; the w.1;ndow 
VI' 

of thes1~tlng·room.·~ ", she :w~nt 'swit~11 in '~h4. \v~·ted tor .her ,eyes 
,,;~ , 

to gr.ow. aOQua4»omed. to th~ dim light,. Th~re were:,.tw~Q~., peOple,"t\ 
" ,.~ " \ 

Oesare was 1n,h!s plece. and the head~ ~ext~~Qh~. wa,~~ ~a~~:... ~,ll~+ 

In fact:,) it was ~18ok .. )~e, walked ,.mart ':oloser~·.:,. I,.w~;~ i~r'the 

wo,tIiaft fromB~c~uanalan4? She. stepped for_~ :tn)',irlSke' S"~~r\ It\;W~$ 
. . \ "' '\ 

reallY he.r~ there m1ght bt;) :otherblakc"'t~O~4 ,Women h,e\ w!i~, \~~~,..;. ~ 
eres~d 1n~-.and J!..Ilo'oke~ oyer a. big 'lamp at the 'r~~d~ 91'1 the ~,~_,:' 

• • " J. • • • '\, 

It C~~hed down __ end-cesari:l Woke~P ,~~ C)nc~I:,_, ,She ~a:n .'110. the !~:' 

,but he t d se~ hel,"·. : ' . -.. .. 'f:' I' '. " : • ~ ,. ' , ')\. '\\. 

. ;,ril , .~ . '\~.-.~ 

. ;'va,tenil!l Via,' he, ,_a1d in Qcle~ "C)1~~... .t~ n;ontareuna?' '\ 
scena'i" Go awa.t and ,4ont1; make, a scene:".1 '., .... ~~ . . ,.,!, • .~,V 

. He sald,it in a paternal way ........ t1r1i!.ll'i/il s,ke e., d9Q.t,or Orde~ 
1ng e. llreSC~1pt"illh As ~ t happened it w~'fl ~h~ best'- tone ,he ¥. ~~d 

, ~1 \ 

have adopted. ,It made het fe~ aSham.ed .. ~~~e~hr~cne4· ~rul:'·de$h~"~~ed •. 
f ~.. }. • \ 

TheBe.~hue.n.aland lSd1~~lf it ,W~$ the BaCh~anal~nd., ,la~1~~{$,~r/~P. 
JI 



. ICf. 
'b11nk.ing, tis'Numb~~ TWO rani to· the. tront: 400.;" s~out1ng 

tB!lStar.do.i,.~i.ta;,·: at -1ihe top~ of het' voioe.! .\!, ~ 
I. • 

, ' ~OW" .She knew.", ~~d ~he begt;\n t? ple~ie to:' S'$:the1' all .the: 

otMr lie~h~,td.toid her~ wondering it' het~d, the s~ ,11elil 

about 'her to the · .. ot~er women~:: . Atter she'd' be~n baok in ,her own 
I 
1 

'flat f~r .~ hol1l:' .she deoided to ring: t'he 'BeohU8ri8lJlnd 10.d1; at 
(~ 

her, home~, well:" she w~s :therej .tho~t ~he might just have' " 

co~e' In:.- she d1dn.'t sound sleepy.: JRBd it been h~~att$r all? 

There w~re otherdark .. ·t8Qed .w~men in Rome. and th~ ,bedroom" __ 

Qurta1ns ~ad beendrawA,i' t, .; So·· sJ\e. said: no~h1ns and put· th$phone 

down. ' ,y~t ~h~ BeOhU#lntllan<i lady had ~'er~aln1y. had" t1m$ to 

lee.:~e os.sare.s flat and. reaohhome in' a tazl. .. or, did she hS"1e 
• -. . '. - • . . , '.- • -_. " • - ~ • . -' I . • 

a ·oa~? '. Cesa~e would. probably: hEl;,e .$$nt hei';.home. ~t on~e •. knowing 
. .. still.·J . ' , 

'that N~be~" Tw()/ha~ a keyan4 .might a'elise' more troubl~,.. So het' . " , 

,. 

·,The next! d~y' she oe.m~· to .us .. tor·8.dV1oe'. 'S110tl~~ s~ .~s~ 
, . 

the BeohuanalBnd' lady PO~ht~·blank Wh~,ther ,ahe.td s.lept wi·t,h 'h·1m. 
, , 

or s~ould'she, ~H1kOe$.~e ,himSelf? .on the other· hand., 1t· the. 

Beohuan&land. 18~1 thoUS~t there was, any. doUbt inlier, ~d· she 
'. 

would 'at o-tloe. say no, .. ~~ ces~e ~s infany ~ElS$ a· 

l1ai""" 'So' net-ther' ot th~,e plans would. d(),f Then, she h:tt·on $cm~' 

thing el~e; she·\V·onld phone .the Bechuanaiarid lady and ask h~~ , ' 

:c8'sually,." tnld Ce~~e say ~nythlng- about me' last il.1g~t1· ~d \~. 
"\, 

it·, th:~ other· woman sSld, "But we ~~rent't '~osether l~st nlgh~,.t \\ ,-

she coUld etislly,replYfi'Oh" I'm SO~rj: I'i_thO~ht he. was going ~ \\ 
, • . ' . . . ~ '\\. t,,~ 

have ,d'!:nner With .~o\i.t,. He· sa~d some;thing 'of:, the sor1;.;· t ,It ':ll)\\~ '. 'c,. 
. I . 

ri-was ~a;t'her lnge:n1·ous. And it was '~t'teet1ve., \' 
\ 

'l'h$~ Be~huant\land. lJld~ ~epiled ·at ,on~~$1:' ~ Of COU~St): he elldl J(' 
, . \ 

wha~ :do you ;thlnk?(, Wb.~n Number ~o, aSked -how long 1 t hac! lle~n~\. .' .\ 

goins on,She ··$a14". 't'you.4 bett~r\ askh1m, that •. ~arl1n$.' J '. '., 

.She l~ft. ~1m eJ.one'· t~at day-. bO~hat the office ~n(t ~t , 



/5. 
hotlifl. . lnatef:id she phoned the 'BeOhUan41$.I:ui ~c1y- agEf1n . in *h~· 

evenintl 8 nd -;t'Old her with >8 ·ru~h hOw i1esa~e .:had been' ;lying to her 
. . 

'all t.hes:e· months'. ,·ana. how he'a; told her that she' ,(the Bfldhuanaland 

lady) . h~d;' been chasing :hlnland $eetned~ to be'madlyln .lo~e ·with . 

·him.; though' ·she- woUld 'never: 'betray h$i' husband. ~ Th~; BeChuanalanCl 
"/': 

lEid;ylf;iughed, COQlly~at ·thiS.' \Vi th-out :rano (;ur ,. and $1l1d,." tH~ worrled 

the ,lite ,lout ot me.', And he's been .~o1ng so' f·or· montll~.,· ( Ett~t 

. since hiS· Chinese w_n' we.nt away., -H~ uSed >to~ingme CUp Qvery. 

day .. t '. Then ahe added:, ;'Be told .~ ·the ~me ~bout you.~ J l Ref' Ga44 

he',wB.$ntt. ·..1nte~es:ted ·In !'y'o~ ,at ~ll :really. but 70~ kept wo;171~ 

b.1trl; ~'~d hf3 was at~:~4df what .iyoU· mlght 'do' -'0 yourseltf'it'h~' 

were plec;ed .togetller' ove~ w~lC)h .he, Jhad .lied ·e1t.her to -C?ne . of. them 

or ',~~o\,'b6th of them' •. r. = ~ey even oompflred. him 9.$- a lover ,and 
same t., ~ 

reaohed, the/oonoluslon: he,ttriec1 tosat~stt lom.anr·:beOe.us~b.~, 
"11. .,. 

never sat1.sfied one •. '. a neat .. phrase. 'lbey .foWid '.th$ 'P()ot· rllarit $' 

diary·" which he· kept <tor the Chinese .. wOm$n, listing, 'his.· , ~n~1~¥e 
I 

doings. They w.e~e csrtaln1y intimate.. By.Jhard wQrk, theltv/O I, '. 
A'f ' 1; 

women foUnd the k~1 to ths c ode he was using·. to thq. ~ .. tr~pg~ .(,% 
. .~ ( "\ 

hieroglyphics: the diary ce.re~ily *,ecorded: the, lv.Ome.n h~:' a\in~~~' 
~:,\ ' I~,\ 

those he"'d ~klssed' and those Ihe'td 'spent the .niSht'·W1thius1~{ ,':" VI \. 
" ,1: ,.~ \' 

dltrel'(3tit symbols tor <isch .lJtege~ s me~tsuc.C"e~s#. the~di~r\:~" 
90Ve~Qd. '2IIU . mean t two linsuo()esstu~ hoUi:'fI;·. "2HUN meant'· two: .. : .,' \ " ' 

'c .. ;;\", , 

UrlsuCO,esstul hoUl's with N8.ttU1e, thE) Greekiiamanf _3l&Slf meant\;, \ 
·thre$ $\tOoesstul minl.\t~~ ,Wi.th :Natal'1e it' HdW, they :fo\ln,d, th$ -key ,;:~. '~'<-' 

'Q' f \" " 
nobodY· lO:lI~w.~ theysa1d they '~d -1t' bY' to110W1.tl8 his oh¢'tloter ~~\ . 
they knew, 1t.. . TheY. had put oertain date~:".J.bnEH5MS:;_(9' m€la*r 
Cynth~8 j. ·the~ Be(5~uanaland lady.) ..... --·togethet ~nd looked at thel:r,?~ 

apPOintment boOks" 'Hls mistake was: to u~;' :[n1t~al~ l~kEi t4at,ij t 
Sometimes th~e was !31mpl.Y. th(l'lettet s. ;hh thewOl'dsche gio~al 

, ' (I"· 
" 



,written atter It---how wond'e~tu.l,ti And Natal~e bes&n to 'SiVe. 

- 't'he book all the pUbllC.~>t'1 She 'coul'di,t ' . ~I 

~o solve matters::, 'the Chinese 'womE\n moved baok t~bis flat,: 

completely:: she answered all ~allS tor hi~tnf and w1t~ 1nsorutable. 

tao.t l.aid fal$e trails for him" -telling pC)Ejpl.e that, he was awar 

~rQm ROm8 when he 'Wad in his ~fioe. and in hi. '-Office whf)n he was 

,$it't1ngat home.,' 'The· Oriel( wQm&ll o,ou.l4n:~ ti peliEJ~2.:ate the Eastern 
'r 

:bs'rrier'$ha pu.t, :rQund him, arid "glave up ~o,On. NUirlber OnE3' oould 

talk' hs'r maohin~language' agaln;fthe cohabitatlve 'ursa. Whlob '1.n 

~ba ·trustratea (tgo Q8n beo()m$ obsess,tvef" ssiy d18 .t Oeeare. 
I, . this., 

, , ,.', ... , , t, ' .' f h . .. ,-

Again he was in t~ .. trattor:l.a sittlI18 mildly at~her side, 

ha~1:isay1ng a w,ord, only giving' her e. loo~ or disgust llOW ana 
thfln'., 

\ 

" " 

'.-



h'f) 
l'C) .--..-. ... ~ 

erotic, Roman dresses she'd worn before. She spoke softly, 

always seemed tired. She even began' to look schoolmarmlsh, ~ 

~ flat, healthy walking shoes and buttoned blouses. 

She told us that Cesare was always 'correcting' her. He 

could only bear her to wear 
~ ~. 

-If~1' 
certain pale colours, and ~h~ught~most 

of her a1.othes} 'crude ' ~ 

~ he made. her little gifts which subtly suggested the correct-

ion he was af~er. He had a way of looking at a woman With a 

secretly aJPreci~ve warmth in his eyes.~s3~ 
~ he saw somethi~~r that~ other men hadJ1een. 

~/ T' ~ 
~ "'" He seemed to ..mt!ZP'Or~,....zQ~Z!rtI~~~ say, 'But how strange you ~ 

-
realised before---didn't you really know that you had all these 

~~ ~ittle gifts---is it really true no one told you about 
tlA\ ~J..!..v ~~ rL.K ~ ~ 

them ••• ?' And of ~ourse H'e1 attractive woman ~~ r-- A,--.-_-~--, ___ ,,_._.--.------.-----_...,A ___ --
~ She ,began to feel _ .. that she was dazzling and 

'-- -7 
exquisite, ~ if she followed his directions • 

.Il 

~ 

:;i.t.. ~CIv~ ~, ~ ~~ ... pc. ft..::, ~ '1 . 

~~~,L...-C::1,4,---4r.I~-U.J=g..~.u..a... ~~as-te~I"-i-t'-i-e.d .. "~l 90ft. it; 
~f~l..a.:.l~ 

~ only ~ step or him to US~~~blackmail~ 

GUPPOsing h; hadn't 
C .... aA~J.~~ ~ 

mail from the beginning)Q 

Shet~.every ng he wanted. out and bought the 

she~egan reading' 
~ 

hideous ' suggested. 

he liked, Proust. He told her ~ he was 
~ 

stian'; ~ there were certain vulgar-
- '-. ~ 

dn't bear, and what could be more Proustien than 

began to·talk more carefully, as he asked for more 

forms 'of conversation. 

She told her friends that she; d never had a man like him. 
- ~.~ 

He exhilarated and excited her without e i'yjsatlSfYing here 



". , 
-1,,"> 
4-~ ~ 

. - l 

".' ..' . , ~-----' ----
'~-:~e:r men' htld g11en her rOl1i1~ed .. 

'pS. 8tld~S.l'm appetites •. but she 'd$.dntt ~ 1;an'b ,this, a~ 
more. By be~ C.i1~,t:raotlV~; now i $he tellshe>rt of b~1ng a 

.}.P ~.u...~~ p.,-#t./t..Jw-(. I . , 
Shrine.,.. more he ortt1e!se4 her and t 'w up h1s han4.s. at. 

.... !---/ /\ . 
~ somet,vu~erltytt ~ the mor~'l?he, ,t6l1t. the ob'Q.,nlt1 

ot.,:erpwn pe~son and ,t~1~d to oorreot 1~ ~~.An .. 

~4~the~ea~U.h~~ ~~ l~ 
- oj 1:::> was, ·that the moment t~e1 w~re in dElr~ass together flg$ln. even ~~ · r' , 1 i . 1t was ()l'ilya' 'lew moments., she was a shrine again. ~t Was the . 

) 

d." ~ , . most tremendous' boon her vanity had ever had.. "" ' 
~.~. t,;;I3' }'. t1.L~ ~ ~/ ~ '. _. -f-.f'oJ A./~ .' 
~ -:r But ~~~ she W8Sjto do ,~ta_~ , J '~. he· :cooled ~d made other appolntmEtnts., ,'He :told 

.. (\~ 1 - '~, ..... ' 
,-; 'her he had· to work late' at the otti~e.. She "honed' the otflt)8 

, ' 

1:' ~ ~ j and ,'lound he waen t tthel'ei. Or hesa1d he was going to work at 

~ ~ home, and slUl found he didn· 11 ~ home untii at~~ midnight 
o ·r .- ~ 

-'.!: i that day.. She wasn't sure he was, soing out with o~her women, 

~:i '~ he always threw Up" his hands .if she e.us~ested1t. But several 

-¥ -g; l' things happened to make 1t .obV;ious. H: was seen, at ,8 night-

clubwlthQ' woman ·from D'Oh~nalen4" th'e wife of an offlo1Bl." 
~ . 

She was a str1k1nsAwoman with thl0l,t h1ps 'and a provocatlv~:. 
. Yk.A. 

.t.. b~lng gaze.b st~ll ~ didn't b~lieve it.-, 

He would look 

, . ! !ii '1 if at her ae .11' to' say. 'And you-. with all thOse sitts 1'"eto14 1°U 

~ J] Jab out. you reallrbel1ev~ .Io.oul4 b$ s-:;n .,out with her? - And. 

being '"lettered again" the ahrlne#~~me, back into its, own,. 

especially _it t~er then spent tile 'night toget)ier'. " ' 

An4she w()uld promise not to spy on h1:m Qr doubt ~.ls w~ra:,. ' 
'Ii$ 'WoUld say., tw~,y yes'·' she Chases, me,. she's in ,love. with mej' 

.~ . 
. but I knoW my tastes 1,' ,And he', would lean back. 'and'-~11~ at her 

. . It;fzl1y. his' Erye'~ ~lng' 8 tiny dark aperklint; move~nt t and put. ' 

outh1s hand iii a' gesture of oomp8ss1on ..... oompa-ssloli to~ the other 


