
, 

I } 
,,/ 

LA MIMOSA. 

Maurice Rowdon, 
Via Giulia 102, 
Rome, Italy. 

, 



2 

The engineer and I walked up the hill from ~he sea, slowly, to 
..,1-

[,prevent ourselves sweating. We were dressed in silk shirts and sh~t~ 

with white handkerchiefs knotted at each corner on our heads. We -

walked up to the studded door of La Mimosa, in sunshine that was ab­

solutely white and tilinding against the stone wall. 

The engineer was a smaller man than me, and plumper. He had a 
- " strong flushed face ~ pouting lips, and when he spoke he tended to 

snap his words out, with his chin thrust forward. His stride was 

hurried and rather ungainly, his feet pointing outwards and rising 

with each step as if he were treading things down i~!Ont of him. 

He seemed to say to himself, "I have more important things to think 

of in life than grace of movement.." 

He liked to talk a great deal, especi~lly about poli~cs, archi­

tecture, military strategy and engineering, and he was a warm talker. 

He paid little attention to his clothes, but he kept himself very 

clean. Every day he used to wash himself down outside his tent, and 

I would sit on the grass talking to him. He would-tell me about his 

wife, what a fighter she was, and how she disliked weak habits in a . , 
man, - heavy smoking, for instance~ S~e had not yet come out to~oin 

him at the camp. 

His manners were robust, deliberately so: he found any kind of 

effete behaviour distasteful; he was himself the son of a quite wealthy 

manufacturer in the north of England, wmo had sent him into the mills 
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as a child, to work among thel poor, as a kind of hard grooming for 

the world. Thus, the engineer took up rather a defiant and brusque 

attitude, finding weaknesses in other people too easily, as if he 

wished to prove above all that there was nothing soft in him, and that 

his feet were very firmly on the earth. I used to sit on the grass 

watching him as he shivered and rubbed himself allover, talking and 

laughing. I remember the thin Okack hair over his chest and shoulders, 

and on the back of his hands. In his presence !' felt, not .a child, 

but a kind of youthful talkative buck, a son even, but a son very much 

in his father's cOnfidence. For I knew he did not look on me as soft. 

I was barely twenty-two at this time, and~ust have been well over 

thirty, so that between us there was a crucial gap of experience. 

The door opened in the dark recess and we~alked into the shadows, 

where at first we could see nothing. One of the waiters clad in white 

closed the door behind us, and one of the girls on the other side of 

the room jumped up from her chair and came across to us. Her name 

was Badia. ~he great thick mauve curtains were drawn right across the 

windows, and the lights were on. There were three of four girls sitting 

in the armchairs at the other end, where the cubicles were. Every­

thing was still in this room, and every noise seemed smothered, be­

cause of the thick Persian carpet, the soft armchairs and settees, and 

the curtain. Badia shook us both by the hand, smiling, and we sat 

down before one of the little coffee-tables. We knew her far better 

than we knew the others, since we found it easier to talk to her. We 

stretched Qut_ our legs, getting as much as possible of the breeze 

from the whirring fans above us, while the sweat poured down from our 
brows, our ~------________________ --____________ ------------__________ ;/ 



'tbis breeze, from ~~ t&n .8,8 

cool and hot bl \UrllI., b~, it "as; an ea\raordlnar7. r,ell." atter 'QUI' 

lOllS walk thPOugh the stfleet. a~, 'the ad,., ot ~hesea. 

a.ala, was of frenoh.-Arab ft~t.~actio~; 8: Ob.rlst1anj ,bil'.· 

most t>t '-he other 811"1. were trom Moslem ta.ml11e.. Above ,all" an. 

enJ o1e4 talking ~o the etJ61nter. The ,mOm';", th,y eat down, th$l 

basalt talklD$ qulet11 _0 each ot,b.e:r" wh~l. tbe. :rtU5t ot ue hard1.7 

mov.d l.n our c l'a1r:s .$'n.l' ta,lk'd about the pol1t 1c,of the c·.ount1'7 J 

about the latest, coup 4 ~ ~t.~ af:dthl imprlaonmen1iot t.he former prlM 

minletl!' anti hls favour'a.tt, a •• r. laokey with a floe tac., alld Ba4ia 

nodded .101f17 a. the engineer told her b1a polntot vii.' 8verythlQ1 
~ ha 'ald,he •• eme4 to refleot. Over, v.ry aerlously. There wsa An"," 

ot the qu.en.bout her, a ,plolal pallor and atl11nGl8, a. it ahe 

were a great dietano. tromLlI, ~n breed1ng am ev.n bod,. eo tbat 

bel' saz• could .ome\lmea b •• oat dlet.urb1ft8; a() tu.ll of lulow1edS" sO 

0001 andutterl)' calli,. ael' .yea were rather larg. tor hlr taot. 

and their' aeptb. was 811pn..l •• 4 b1 her pallor. ~he waa not really .­

pratt" tar leS8 b,aut1tul, but there was aOm. kind of strange 

twtat in h.r t_tu:r.a. perhaps a'bout the mouth. wb10 h madefon. want 

to wat.ch _ ln s11.Q~. an4 to bit w1th htr. The O'heX' 81r~s .er. 

Isp8c,.11, polite to ht~.; III aererenc. to her slow aloof'nel'. 

'lh. prevloul ewnlnl I bad ohos.n hlr troll aUlona tlve 811'18, 

fh.,., ft •• mute th.oushttuln ••• In her '&«'1, 8. it ahe ba4 suttere4 

too much, and &8 1t ahekne", too muoh abou~ 'he 'world .- It el.med 

all lnsol.no. to touoh her. The pr.vious I ven1118 she and I had be.ll 

a.a, ft'ca our arJIQl'alrii tat' bar41, .ore than t ~'" or ten .1nQ.t •• , ard 
, ~~ 
~b.tn I .bad lef" the cUb10b te8111'lS that 1 bad,{nOth$.DfI liIC1r. 

,algnltlcant tban alt,:r 'he posit1on ot my 1-,8, aI'd that· I ba4 AeVel' 

1n faot been 010ee to b..P. When s~ was 1n her armchair asain. 

dr •• sea., her hair cOllb._ a III a little 80ent 1J)%'81 •• on the nape or 



ner .neck and b,td.n4 htr .ars. she.as One. more -ere~t, w1thdra'WA • . 
alone and proud; as· she: bad, been b •• ore.. In the cublcle I baa 

. ~ 

~ore or lesl ob.1-~4 ber 1fl~l.: &tldJb&d ~lmu;latf"4. 1farm't1:. halt 

convlnc'lng •• a~balt 110'·.·· but always in OOl!i1lalVl" "sitOhing ana 

b14l.rl$ her tl •• , "hen Cleeldlng. :t~r .,~. 

" 'b.1n .b1~ •• baft of, .wUlght oame 04to the'oarpllt. from. 

a .pa~. batw •• n tb. ctJIStalna, so that our eyeSt st~rlna drovrsU~ 

'town, ebon~ with. lta reflectiOn. in the ~ot halt ... d .. kn88S,. t'he 

lona. ,.ottly car,p'etetl roOl11 aaemed ·altoget,hel' wi thou~ desire" but. 

rull ot a ;tiatfttl, quiet dr.m'lng, Where there' wt1re no bodies,. only 

thoUghta. We, taJ.~Q.J' ~he- tlve of ue,. ae if •• h;Mt all boen children 

together-, and 'our WOrda fl.OWQQ out '.as11yt~olXl. th.e· .oat private 

1maglna~ls memor'les. 

A.,ter eOlle t1m~ a yOung r:renchman who worked a.S an otfl,c1al 
. . . 

at the port ca.;tt In. bara,+y 41~turbtll8 the I, hot m.lt".leep into wnJo 11 

the five Qf us B,etm.f!d to have tallell, a sleep "lth word.! am. oa1l1· 
, . 

8ml1'1~' Badia turned in her "ha1r a111 no~udea. to 111& ae he. stood 

,s11sntly blithe dOor. He bowed to her~. aslim-." pale young man,. very 

s~-lookln8:,', but be' did not glance at the rest of US. Badia dall.a 

o~t-j: tlSam1a~ rt In- the' d.lrect1on of the kitch.n. whils· h$ contlnu$.a to 
.... 

1'Ia.1t •• tanr]'lng. ~ bad $$M1 -hi'Dl once before t on 'the 'pro'V10Us· Gvenlna, 

. a,nd he bad eat. at the. at.l1erend' of the roo.j quite a·J'8.~t from. everyone 
. . 

el'''.f· w1tb tha YO\1l1Ses\ and qu.l.'test of the· glrls on his "kI'iee.· Th'1 

$efun~tl hat'dly to talk fi9. «tach oth$l'4, but -el~,lygaz~t1 1nto .aCh othej 

eyo$. strok,lns eaOil other l~Shtly 1f1tb the ·t-1.ptf or -;h-elr t1l:1itr •• ana . . 

klsstna ~aeh Oth81" on the brow., o,.idam on the l1ps. Now, when a.1& 
caxa~· frOm the kttcllGl1" ahe \Vent st~1gh~ ao-:roa-s to h1~ at the Cloor., _ 

~l.tog6th~ dlsragard.1ng the rest of US,or and"baoo-1n-band th.y walkea 

~o the earns. a~mohair ai th~y bad· need the night betor... The airl. 

whO .~. t&.,~klns to the ensineer aBl myself did not eml1,~, 'but 
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aee.ed quite aooustomed to tbla b$bavlour. 

watcb1ng the cOUple. 

Ona of tbem .aw •• 

"They are 1ft love, It ahe told me. «He wan te, to marr, her. It 
-. ..... '" 

I lean.d forward aid ·asked her wbJ they never went into Oll' 

ot t .. cubioles. 

"But he is in love 

w1th her. I have n.vG~.een two~ people mor~ .. 1~ love." 

And when I lOokeci across at h1Jn agn1n I ~.1tl see a oertaln 

passive d61$080, ln hlm, maklng his faoe seem unc1ul,. tender,;' ana 

'Unduly bur-table.· I 41(1 not like to teel tbat he t$sred us all,", 
• I 

especially the engineer and m1e.lt". both Of whom be had 8e~fi 80 l..nto 

the cub1clta ·on the 'pr6Vl0~~ even1ns. 'Xet be was eo eheel"ful wlth 

'he s1t!l on b1e 1(.nee, 80 lOYlnsly absorbed 1n ber,., that he mtt.' ban 

I 8a. him ron the tips ot his 

tinaer.e do1h'l her nOI.:,·· slowiy., ..,1th a look tbatwae .full ot pride., 
I 

pr1de· in her • .I·letlnoe, celebrat.ll11 her awtul n.arnea .. · to ,b1m. 

I ·'uran.a awa,. not want1ns t.o embarra.. him. and O!appe« my 

ba:nd. tor On' Qt- the waiters lrl the kitohen., After a few mom.·nts 

he came. and I ord'ered ·ootree tor the eng'lnter' aril .',8elt.. I 

Qotloed that One ot the sir18:., slttlll1 ntJ.t to Ba4a"waa atarins at 

•• a. 1 d14 10. She 'It. '*&8 I bad _to'hed ~I'l tbt prevlQu. 8 •• n-'na_ 
\. I·· 

oOftl'." 

'fhe watt .. , bel1t',4,own'~n4a.ke4 me, "Wll1 10tt hav, mllk"" 

I' thoUSht 'for, a JlOm.n';~ then laid" ~:re8,brlilfJ' III Whit.,'"' 

The 81r1 8a11.4 80roS8 at m •• · .. n X .ala tni.,., . She leane4 
. , 

her head baok .galnatthe ~mObalrand ~11ed drowsuy· •. sa.1nc ."" 
me, her'eree 'I'la%'row .. a,l.moat 010,.4. Then ahs asked me, "DO )'ou 1fan~ 

"" 

.... 
She put her baQl, Wlder ,her br .... t an4 I1tte4 ltsllght17. 

then sa14, .. I bave 1l11lt." 

She bat!. pur., 4'l1Qat. Arab teatlU'e •. , a ,Urn .tac. and b:J.Qo~ 
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ball' down to hersllOuldlreJ esp,cial11 n.r .,ea •• re beaut1ful. 

I 8111114 at her atd po1nte4 towarde on .tttw cublo1 •• :, 
, f ~ 
"A1-er the cot,fee.·· 

... 
The, previous ev.n1na we bad bard11 spoken to eaoh otber. 

and 1 only remember that a Fre'nch policeman t,rdm tbt port bad come 

in an4 order.4 her lntoon. of 'he oublllle.' .'ra1(5tlt a .. ,. I 

..... heaV7 aDd dr'oll's, wlth 'he ,hta1;,. but I wanted to go with her now 

becau •• I could not torie/, tht ,e"prea.10Il 1n her 81el •. , It, e,.me' 

tomt tbat ... n.ed,4 the pr1Y80' tit one' ot ,the-oubicles' 1n ortl,r to 

.tare .oreal 0 •• 11 ·1nto. tach ottae:r·. tace.. DlltC'h a. the ellent, 

coupl,e .ere do1ns at tb.1e lIomel'1t.., I could Dever bav, b.l1e,.e4' "bat 

1:.hla sirl, only wanted .one'f beo'aWl~. ot the tenderness of her emile. 

wh1Ch badbappen.d .0 $uddenl1. the moment the wsl1;er bad mentione" 

milk. Durl118 tbatJlloment OtlJ." .Y •••• t 'n'd •• ' WIler.toed eaCh other, 

,in & al1e that 'lfaa a1 tosether unealacloul. Bbeleaned her hea4 

back asalil. watching JIlt, he- 811111 bOd' .tr.tohed out in h~ chair. 
I 

Badla sot up aril 8&14 ,tt X IIlUI'\ ~lp .~t'h the. cott ••• tt 
~ ~ 

!lone 0' tbeother s1rl. vl.'lted the kitchen, ,,,cept samla, 
I 

whO be~p.d w1th the cOoklna. On1, Bac11a •• emed '" .. a~t, '0 take fUll 

riaponelbU11ir tor tn. luest •• It.he 11k.d. tnair oompanr. a. ahe 

l1lted the eDlin.art
", lb.. 'WOuld ••• ,tla\ tbe walteril 100ke4 att .. 

thea ao:1 414 not brine thtDl d1rt)' cuptl or we'at cotte". In all th1s 

ene behaved with .ona.~fl.ll srao." .''t'1 formal aD!! w1 tbdrawn. 

tt.A re 19U tak,ns her''', the' '1l81n •• '%'aeke'" .e, polntlns to 
- ~ 

tll.esJ.rl who bad Just el1111ed at m... I nOddea., aId headd.4: "She 

18' ver7 beautl'tul. Bu, I'm nO\ lnterlste4 ttl b.au"t .... 
X told- bill tbat bt llked Badia, an" ba .'ald. "Ya.. I ct.n 

tal-It to bel'. loan lmadn. b*lDC yUh herItor WhOl.. bOurs togeth_. 

I oall !malin. her'look1nsatt-r mi. What does bea\ltl JI.a~. compared 

with tba,,'" 
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'" I' 

oompared with t.bat?" 
... 

a 

I bad forgotten "ldoh ot the 11r18 be bad taken 'on t,n. 

preyious .venlng~ Bu' 'he eJtperlenoe did not plea,se h1m. ae 

oame baok to bis .eat lOOking stern. He wanted to Ie' 8118.1 as soon 
f 

a. possibll. He was perlmptot7 w1th the walters when thel came, 

bark~ns o~t his orders and etamp1ng his teet. Plopl. were tlsuall)' 

1n ire.~ awe of b1m when he was l~ke this, aal ~bel tended to' 

bustle rptmd b1m. espeolalll lt the, were servant •• He had small.., 

flerci .,88 under DU'b1 eyebrow •• and one did not b.srud,e s'uCh eye. 

at •• l~ng ot 8W.. beoaus. there was wa.%'Dltb. and It.,r07 in t.hem a~ well, 

never .t •• lln.... Hs bad • patriarohal" hot tttr1. ' He told me 110 

mol" tban that his experlence 1n the cubicle bid amounted to ttnothll& 

or .a 600daa nothlns. II 
-

But this afternoon there was 'no fury 1n h1m. He ft. 
leanl118 back 1n his chair talklng r.,mlnlsoently an3 waiting tqr Bad. 

to retur~ from the kitohen with' our Gott ••• 

When sbe bad satOlfn aga1n alid t.lle oottes was before us on 

the l1ttle table •• be Bakea her whl she bad ,.wr 'OOme here, ~o La 

-bo,.a. Sbe d14 not.newer at, onoe,. Her saze oon1;lnued to 'b. 

dls\an\-J: altogether aevo1d of any private me,asaaa to other ,8Qple. 

ZV,GIl thOugh she looked you in t'be eye •• you. did not ~e.l that IOU 

wel:'e being looked at so muon a. watched. even Judged, or simply . 

• t.ared throusb a. a oarpet ta stared throuSh b1 thoU%,ttl1l. adult 

·Y·'. . , 
She told' us that It' "as Just work tor her. That. work 

bad nothing to do w1th the bOd,. muoh less" with her des1res, tor 

.he allowed herself no pleasure. I remembered how she bad 

~ Whl .. ,spered U&entJ.,r to ••• ~Q;;i~;"fWN~~n41 bad 1nstantl1 obsy84 

hut. ~ ~t.c ~~ 
'The other a1rl who bad smiled at II. tOld hi'll" somet.h1ns 1n 

/ 
_. _ .. _-----------



d IdIJ V~u-, ~ ~a.J.c.. !?;ttl" lu.f : .. \~ 'V ..... 6 {"'"-,., 

,. y. ~n.~. ~ lAA ~\ta... ,.0. )~ ...i\tl 1-." 
"Let metlnlsh fA1 COff .... " '1 answereA. T'ben I turned 

to 'h •• nilne.r alii aeked b1al, nW~t· .. U1. NOU 401 ft But 'h$ ·olll, 
, 

'~\l8SiCl. I' tln1I~4 ml oott •• ' and sot Up 810'*17.' I walke4 

aor06.'8 \0 th. o\bMr slrl aBldr •• h4r 'bj tht "mu1O; to nerteet, _ 

'.b"t'!i.t" •• weIll. lntoon. ot tb.G cub 10'1,. • aetar'. : .. e close4 tile 

4o~ ~b.t Madsm •. ,a *1111\t,. a14Cll.-ased' wOl1\an. oam. \ in aJ¥l I paleo. 

When we .... re alone asaln ·the awl turned awa,trom m. am 

becan taklns Oft herdlt.... She la1 down na~ on tbe bla and 

loOked up at m. W10th the same tellder; ra~h.i' woruterlns emil. I 13$4 

8e.11 itt the other room. She lay wlth ~~~~ be!' ara8 

held out on .1thtr 814., otterllll h.rselt up to me with DO tear 

of saotbe,,1d •• 1t .. :r,pro'Yal. that no uan shOuld a •• a~otblr. belng 

11l. 1;~. _" de.1r1111 and 1.~ not a.au-ins, .~t~IlI.:r ye' .ot a 

etra.... a loyer aD! J.t b7 no mealUJ a lover. Qn11 1.t1 bar' taoe 

11'1 .... there .t111 tbs tencier m-"asag(l' .~ bad pala.a to me ln.' smll. 

not lollS btto~.. Her ,aazt waif the 8U'~ ber aouth t.hesame: 

butner \)od1 "a. Without any meantna for m •• 

I la, down Over' heI'. and ,be, dre. ml hea.d ~owa%td. her" 

sripping lit a'~hebaok ot\be 1\'0_. From tbat. Di01l.nt. until W$ 

let-to ,be *,0011, she baeallla ~, touCh tor mo. She becam& anyOn., 

and Wilv.raal. Her taol became area' ',8S,. hit- lair a dark, 

hQt •• pa~. ill.,. t.sQ., hlr llps quite namelssl, aere17 wetartd 

:r.oe1._" belong'iDS 'oaIl10n.. ' From th.. moment .... to uo b.ed , .ao~ 

others w. beea.t ,trans.ra. Wheal ·S%'tw.'JOlt,e"', -she pu.sr..e.4 back ' 

111 h.a4 "ltbthepalm of htz* baM agilnst rAJ ~ow and .a~ to m. 

w1th •• mil •• ftWba"t i.8 the. mat·t.,,? tou &X'8' lUte a snake. It I 

a'.ke4 hGZ;j -1tbt •• nalt.,?" aDt lb.. r.p11d, -You ar.ao l()~ and -
~ -

1frl~h11ta. like. sJl&ke with a Wh1'te slUn. It w. 41.covert4 eaoh 
... 
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• I·.' t Is 'he Iftft. t-· hat two st, rart,D' 'ere, are ~~~er estrangeness, nb mOre.· .C;U.-Q ,.~ . 

'O.lne~ ,by a su<ldenJ, etlgulfUtg fam.t11ar1 ty i ls,nl~narrom tlltdarlt.i 

,p6echleetJ; places b$1~,nd. t'he world ... like m~ra01E(s'.' She watohed 

me 6C? thrOugh the rlB.lculOU$· :m1mlor1es of passiO!'1. tor there wa,:. 

i.lttle deell-e tn me. and. she watched me ,,·1th tne .same cool-gaze 
I 

when I unthlfJr*ent m1 namelea. seoret.ton... We ,S0' up trom the baa·. 
and I wt>nt1titt'eC! wl\y 1 t. had b~en tleo esS8l'F f o.r us to mave nwOtrlour' 

el:!&ira \i~e (lther roO\ll~ wtwre at leas~ we ha.d ~een abh tosml1e 
\ 

at each other. 

The engiJ!teer ana Ba~!a were s·till tal1d.ng wbett we ~eturned 

to the other ro~. '1'hel'$ 1rae the tame hea'V1. rem1rt1·soent, s~~. 

f!ho~n or all des'1r4!j in this plttce. He was lolling b80~ In h1t 

'cna1l', B!tl1.lns as he t.old her 'he. $n4 or a ator1 'about a JOb ~f htl 

11l Caucatt1a. They epoll;e tifery qu1etl,. Whan '<'TfJ walktdtnto tM 

:room it .as like coming back into a temple., suddenly wlt~rawn trOll 

nOlee and peoJ'la lntoa balt~dark hallowed, stillness:;, ",hare no 

appetite, c'ould be qulc kene4 Qr eV4nrecogn1s.d. I tOOk the, airl t s 

bSntI antl help$d b!r 1nto a Chair,. then t, walked aOl'ose 't:o my Omt. 

Badia (ttd not look up at .. m •• · and the enainet;lr 'only nodded b.r1etl1:. 

atl11 ttl the sllent. a.ftermath of hi. storr. Tbeglrl I had ·be·en 

with new seem.ed tired. She lOoked up at the .ma1n door now and thG!1. 

wa1ting tor newQOmers.· Bad1awad leanl,ng forward, look1ng down 

'at t~ nails ot her right tanG. about to ask the eng1ne.~ anotht:r 

queetl~rt. But fJhe did not speo.k. 

Attll' a. lOllS sllence he b~'nt towards her al'kl wh1spe,re4 

lomtth1ng. She nod'd'bd" ana he toot a wallat ~om his pOcket. 

She, too~ sev~r&l llotee frQns h1m and flfult.tnto tbe It! tohln,ltot. 

c..,111na out to%' the Madame aa the gIrls ueuslly d.ld. ~. watonetl 

htr aa'she "alktd away with a halt-stern. halt~1lJ111~1l6 .~pr6se1on. 

Wben "he returned he sot up •. ·and togetner thel let' the room and 



"'ent along' the corridor to one ot .the t'ur,thspt aub101e~. tfht 

Sirl oppoe1t,s m.e baa closed. her: ay~.',. Q'nd I too atretc'he4 ;n., 
Qba1J.1', wanting to sleep. The':you~S Fre,nchmsn wae' .tl~l :«bJ.flP'l'~~ 

to bis girl 1n the Bo~ner. and tha .silence ,conti:~ea tortlOr. t.ban 

half.-en-hour. aa 1f' each. of us ware paral1.ee4 1n its po ... ,~ 

transfued intO' the .m·ot 10n1e$'9 .. tUl'nlturo: ot tbe world". lft(Jr,e th~ti6a 

,whloh hapP'ened to breatho .• 

Sttdt1S111, th,ra ~B: a no18e babliX1 U'.j\ tba A,ocr .01' the d.lstalll-" 

oUbicle bur~t open, .nc1.lhe 811'1 oppofJ1~e me st!U'ted. W&oould 

be.:r the ~nslne~r'EJ qUIO'k. lOUd step· down the c'Or!'ldor" ~l'l.t1 b1. , 

cough. I \urnac1, round to watQ-h,him .n~e:r the roo... B_ 1fae, •• rr 
awa·klt ,now. a. looked, .'ra1ght <into ray eye •• aM tbe, .,eemfld to 

tall m.~ ttl have Just b&1· a ~l:'l\~ph." Be nlkl4 qu1cklJ' to hi., 

'eat again.,., than olapj),e'a,:, h1lhan~a aitJ·Sb.o~ted .• "8011 ~.Of,lft 

at onc~ the W&lttr·(famt rUnn1ng t~~m t~· >kltchen;. 'an(l tile' ansl'D,eer 

gave him htsordt.r with. t.1.Z'Ce ",11sh. ft:erlng _blaok cott'f!". 

the blaokest cQtfe,e YOUbavaever mad$ln·~ 
.... 

BS ItO lonaer lelJried back tn ~: Ohair. but t4»pect hi •. teet 

nervously On the tloor .. bent tO~rQ. with h1s .lboW8 OD hi. kne, ••• 
, 

ae t urno4 to: U\e qulc_ly .. 
, 

tt~made h~r en$'oy it." h$ ea1d.. ft'6hs 'struggled ~ bit. 
~ ~ ~ 

Slie ~r1~4·;. but I made her enjoy it" I broke her ,dowtt in the ,e.nd.-

The ot,httP girl ..... tobJ.~ h1m strangely,. her aouth a 
. . 

little open. The you~ Frenc~an tatS risen Ail! 1fa1l1J.,lng !bod-ll1. 

'0 b1s' lover. 'here W8,~ B nOise from the kltohen, a.8 the b Ol" 

hurrl~d to .and fro., Everything now seemed bustle ,~n4 nQis •.• 

All the et111,ne$s had gone·) -.11 tbedrawel.neea had lef~ our 8rea. 

\Xi; waf 4a 11' h1s Sqddenenpnce bat! bro'ught the ~b.Ole world, 

tumbllns back: into our tomb-11k. roOia. He was t1fU411ng his 

thwnb. round and round as be tapped bia te~. whistling .a,ttl,. 



to himselt. 

When Badia eazu~· she wa~ no longer a qu.t$n. She 'cam, 

baok to tl:ie room lilt. a 'Qh.Ud, shY and unw1lling to enter the 

company of stra.ngo~a·,~ Sb. 160ked about the room· nervously trOlt 

th.e doOrwa1. She walked with her sbOulaers s11S11tly b'owed. her 

hair was atill a little aishevelled~: and it 1t'8$ GailY to aee -that. 

$ha bad b.en .e.p~.· No lonser was she in comtnallCl a.ire, l,lO 
.. . .. . 

ion,.:r the oapable one who ~1ked to takf! reSpOfi$lb111t, forb.er 

g·\.t~ste. no lore" tlw eer:.tlble· talker,· watch1na oool~1 ~an; a 

41atanot.She l18noeo down at me qU1ckly,. then weht aCrOBS to 

the k1tchen-. Etre'n he.r hOU1 seemed to ba~e chanse«l. For Whtl. 

previousl, 1,t bad been. slow and sraoeful and erect, all its 

movements ceasure4,. so that not a gesture SG$ID.la by chancaor 

w)llm •. now it Was t~ body of a ,,:ite, easy and loo'se" quite fret 
f -". 

~ 

now, S1.vell up· w1tllout ~n.v resl,.tanoEJ, of' will: to pleaaure. In 

the k1~e'mn she began o~111ng out t4iJ the boys to h~ry with the 

Oofff,!e.tthen .atew moments· later she brou'Sh~· ~ 'tills tray h9roelt. 

Shl set it donn in front of the ens1neer Itn:ilook$o h1mtull t.A 

the alea,: and the gaze they a~red oancAil$4· out all tbs ll6ut of 

the roam and .pronouno·ec1 a ElOlllent only they Of all, tile peoplEj in 

the world badkriown. 

She eat dOwna~1n and slanced about bt;lr' qu101tl.y., lOQktaa 

for eomttb.1ng. to no'. She asked me whether ! . WaS. com~ortabl., 

but withou.t any aJ.ootness .in her expression.: 'he l~Oked at me 

wi.th her el'ebrow$ raiss~.; ver:1 yoU4{3; now .. 'hal" ·elee a'baolutal, 

sennine am Clpel.'l. Sha tC)tlobed ~he ·ena1ne·er "s ·arm ta-rd askea h.1m 

for eo cit;arettt.' He too~ J},..lI3 ca~e i'rom his' pocket.~ choae .ne 
oaretu113",. then. put it. t·o laS- lip.. rile moment bEl had ,1nishet! 

his' coft •• ahe .clapped b.~r· banda am told t.he 'boy to takSawa1 

She did not trouble to comb her hair or -straightS'A he~ 
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dress; she no longer seemed to pay any attention to herself, but 

behaved with a warm, rather carefree naturalness, flushed and keen­

eyed. 

~e all talked more loudly now, our words rushing in upon each other, 

and we laughed constantly. The young Fren~hman left, and .his girl 

came to join us, telling Badia in French all he had said to her. Badia 

was liv~ly and talkative as I had ~ver seen her ~~he 
:toom followed her mood: . the place was no longer.· . . statues, 

and it seemed to me th~t in the last few moments, since the engineer 

had burst from the cubicle at the end ~f the corridor, true blood had 

come back into our veins. Where we sat was no longer a temple, in 

hallowed stillness, with everyone a watcher, erect and withdrawn, but 

a room at last with men and women, close together and endlessly talking, 

full of desires. 


