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The road outslde hasn't been aaphalted and ls a b11ndlng 

dusty str1p ln th morn1ng sun11ght . I'Ye 8een a Balamander 

twloe, dartlng aorosa the pebbles; and a Little Owl Bltt1ng on 

a milestone 1n broad day11ght, star1ng at UB, oranlng h1s neok 

round; also a grass-snake, and a weaale . There are many 

ouokoos ln the woods behlnd us, and somet1mes they slng on the 

lower note only, three stralght notes 11ke a traln-hootsr; 

and nearly alwaY8 there 1B a nlghtlngale at n1ght, qu1te olose 

to our wlndow , qulte alone . There are toxes in the woods but 

we neyer hear one bark. Somet1me. a pheasant or woodgrou8e 

tlaps away olose to the house, W1th an eohoing ory ot alarm. 

There are warblers and wheateara and stoneohats; many houae­

martlns , but I'Ye only seen one swallow so tar . The houB8-

mart1ns swooped over the house tor a tew days atter we arr1ved 

but they .eam to have lost intereat now . I was surpr1sed to 

see a jay yesterday with ita w1ne-ooloured breast, flapping 

down heav11y from one branoh to another. be look strUght 

acrOB. at a wonderful property where there are v1neyards , 

cornf1eld., graBS tor torage, ollves , tomatoe., maize, and a 

stream hidden among saplings; tho orop grows between v1nes. 

TWo tamilies work th1s land, whioh d1v1de. a yalley and two h111. 

1n a oheckboard waYI and the padrone liyes 1n town. From here 
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1. 

The road outside hasn't been asphalted and is a blinding 

dusty strip in the morning sunlight. I've seen a salamander 

twioe, darting aoross the pebblesj and a Little Owl sitting on 

a milestone in broad daylight, staring at us, oraning his neok 

round; also a grass-snake, and a weasle . There are many 

ouokoos in the woods behind us, and sometimes they sing on the 

lower note only, three straight notes like a train-hooter; 

and nearly always there is a nightingale at night, quite olose 

to our window, quite alone . There are foxes in the woods but 

we never hear one bark. Sometimes a pheasant or woodgrouse 

flaps away olose to the house, with an eohoing ory of alarm. 

There are warblers and wheat ears and stoneohatsj many house­

martins , but I've only seen one swallow so far. The house­

martins swooped over the house for a few days after we arrived 

but they seem to have lost interest now. I was surprised to 

see a Jay yesterday with its wine-ooloured breast, flapping 

down heavily from one branoh to another . We look straight 

aoross at a wonderful property where there are vineyards, 

oornfield., grass for forage, olives, tomatoes, maize, and a 

stream hidden among saplings; the orop grows between vines. 

Two fami11es work this land, whioh divides a valley and two h111s 

1n a oheokboard way ; and the padrone lives 1n town. From here 
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1. 

The road outside hasn't been asphalted and is a blinding 

dusty strip in the morning sunlight. I 've seen a salamander 

twice, darting across the pebbles ; and a Little Owl sitting on 

a milestone in broad daylight, staring at us, craning his neck 

round; also a grass-snake, and a weasle . There are many 

cuckoos in the woods behind us, and sometimes they sing on the 

lower note only, three straight notes like a train-hooter; 

and nearly always there is a nightingale at night, quite close 

to our window, quite alone. There are foxes in the woods but 

we never hear one bark. Sometimes a pheasant or woodgrouse 

flaps away close to the house, with an echoing cry of alarm. 

There are warblers and wheatears and stonechats; many house-

mart ins, but I've only seen one swallow so far. The house-

mart ins swooped over the house for a few days after we arrived 

but they seem to have lost interest now . I was surprised to 

see a jay yesterday with its superb wine-coloured breast, 

flapping down from one br~ch to another. We look jtr~ight 

across at a wonderful pr ope~ty where there are vineyards, 

cornfields, grass for forage, olives, tomatoes, maize , and 

a stream hidden among saplings; the crop grows between vines. 

TWo families work this land, which divides a valley and two hills 

in a checkboard way; and the padrone lives in town. From here 
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The gres 't 1..10 of th eric n ex_arimo t w s that 1t started 

with people fl eing f~om their oppressors, The opp essed in 

They dn't have th money ' or th p ssage. 

Only w th the 00 on people do you To' 11s that w 

in the same civ111sB ion. 

r 11 

~ orld wars pr vented Amerioa from co11 p ,by turn1 .g 

her i . to an arse a1. 

The last war XpOB d the real nature of the middle classes.-­

in Germany through the concentration camps, in England through th 

m.ass- raids on Ger any, in Amerioa t hrough Hiroshi 

One 0 the gravet errors ot Anglo-Saxo development in the la8~ 

two hundred years 

and courtesans as 

abolition the full wei ht 

now to be a friend as 

and rem 1 was torn open) 

man's-l nd prevailed ther e 

ndonment of brothels, street- hores 

d part of men's lives. ;ith their 

male life tell on th wife , ho had 

smother. The 'frontier bet een male 

an tmospher of oarnage and no-

a art of hermaphrodi t1sm. ~I ale 

friendship ceased-- -the fa r of uncont in d exua11ty began to 

dominate 1. t. 

AbOTe all. it tarted mas t bat10n on a huge scale, as a natural 

practioe for men and w nt11 marr1ag • ·[8 turb tioD. h1ndered 

a venture. cont at tople. the natural turbulent movement 

of life. It Inade mil11son of epBrate individuals. 

", omen , hen they marry now. invariably, get a man who needs more 

practioe: he hasn't greased his joint~ ith ot ar . omen. for 

fee. Hi laughter , ferOCity , magnanimity , imagination. haven ' t 



The great lie of the American experiment was that it started 

with people fleeing from their oppressors. The oppressed in 

Europe never fled. They didn't have the money for the passage. 

Only with the common people do you realise that we are all 

in the same civilisation. 

TWo world wars prevented America from collapse, by turning 

her into an arsenal. 

The last war exposed the real nature of the middle olasses--­

in Germany through the concentration camps, in England through the 

mass-raids on Germany, in America t hrough Hiroshima. 

One of the gravest errors of Anglo-Saxon development in the last 

two hundred years was the abandonment of brothels, street-whores 

and courtesans as an accepted part of men's lives. Tith their 

abolition the full weight of male life fell on the Wife, who had 

now to be a friend as well as mother. The frontier between male 

and female was torn open, and an atmosphere of carnage and no­

manIs-land prevailed there; a sort of hermaphroditism. Male 

friendship eeased-~-the fear of unoontained sexuality began to 

dominate it. 

Above all, it started masturbation on a huge scale, as a natural 

practice for men and women until marriage. Masturbation hindered 

adventure, contact between people, t he natural turbulent movement 

of life. It made millison of separate individuals. 

~ omen, when they marry now, invariably, get a man Who needs more 

practice: he hasn't greased his joints with other women, for a 

fee. His laughter, ferocity, magnanimity, i magination, haven't 
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in the street far below---of wonderful events. 

iH:t.e cross 

him in our behaviour. Our probity 

is his. But he offered us a religion. And now it f s time to 

look at it • • ' Otherwise we're s imply moral. 

without a reason for long? 

And who can be moral 

America is the climax of morality Without a reason, 

;r;;:;;?} 
? 1ft-e~ 

spirituality without God. 

in the world. 

She is the most spiritual nation 

The European can't se:-J:w independent 
I 

the American is of 

Buick, his eight-laned h'ghway, his day and night television. 

American can'tsee how in ependent the European is of his 

traditions, ancient building and careers. 

The poor who emigrated were always renegade: 

they abandoned the fraterni y of their street, their Village, 

their country, in order to middle-class. 

' e are piecing together the ruins of our Civilisation 

after the Amer ican epoch: so are the Americans. 

~The Americans adopted aa eighteenth-century const~tion 
from the English , turning the king-by-inheritance into the 

tuA&. 
president-by-election, with ~ the same powers, advised by 

but not responsible to a council, and subject to veto from 

parliament or congress. 

Unlike the English system, Which developed with time, 



( 
. " /\/ :> (- ~ ~ Iv2 /1 __ (., ~~~ It-<, I 

" . 
l{, 

I-

'-/~ ~[jV J, ~t' tL- L--f- d~';' 
, 

(, LY; 
! 



I 

putting more and more power into the hands of the first or 

~( prime minister of the council The American remained becalmed 

~ in its original conception . The result is the 

accumulation of the maximum power in the hands of one man . Without 

the power to rule . ~ cuu-~tb;' 
--of kingsh!p shorn of a!y~li~ kinglytv ---

anft-VftepeF~s-~~~~~~~t~ --was distributed allover the 

world after the last war a an act of progress . The result was 

to create dictatorships, ome civil and some military . 

. In. fast, 1 he sys temt as as j:ll'@g:rsse . it 'Ras s oI.mj:l±JI" a -

n~~i9R of t~~ paBt (it put a man of the people in the king 's 

Ad.alioe is nSV9P aohieved place ; but didn 't remove 

by fle~a~ iug Lhe pas-t . You may just as well turn a tree upside 

down and expec tit to gro vv that way: it will flower somehow , 

but it will return to the 
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saxon life at its root . 

strange , the English have always disappointed dreams . 

Erasmus asked So4iittle of Henry VIII . Only a few days after 

his last departure from England there were riots against the 

presence of ' aliens '. And England could have had the brightest 

court in Europe . 

,fPt 
There is no knowledge without belief . The ridiculous idea 

that there could be ' reason ' without 'faith '---that these two 

could be distinct - --reached its culmination in the nineteenth 

century . 

Looking at the sky and finding law the greatest fait , 

in the performance of the sky . But we didn ' t always have it . 
~) .~ . 

The so-called ' cold ' reason is the faith of your fathers~ 

Ii' ~ C.jjhi truth puts us on the 

to kno ledge , not know~edge to truth . Truth is a state in 

ourselves . -----.---
The untru~hful 

for the ' priva\e '. 
~ 

man instinctively knows this in his distaste 

d 
activity of the truth begins With the UnfO~ng 

knowledge vJk'~ ,,~ 

of our 
~ ,<).£ , 

4Ul:..a.-.~fe--"t":r U • 

---~ 
all an intimate story of one 

man , a laying- bare : first Christ , then st . u§gstine . (Because 

~ st . Augustine ' s work was ConfeSSions , they were the basis of ~urch­
theology . Nothing short of that would have done) . 

Truth is the light we have inside us . 

1". Ycan never learn it . Far from depending on 

other men , it is marred by them. 

-- -;2 --- -- - ::::.y =) ~ '1-1~ ~G.r~ ~ ......... ~ ~(A.q ( f?(Y 
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ation as a game; one vould outdo the other and take his place 

over the crowd . 

The most offensive and bestial party I ' ve ever been to was 

one of Religious People , half of them 'priests' and ' monks '-- ­

homosexuals , embittered communists converted to ritual , and plain 

black- ijearted creatures with bullying doctrines all the more sure 

for having 'God ' behind them. 

I remember one of these ' monks' saying that Christ could never 

have ' don ' what he did , been hat he as , without the Roman empire 

as his 'vehicle '. bunch of mongrel . In the darkest corner 

of the Vatican there are none like that , at least . To be doggedly 

corrupt you need a certain faith . 

t . ugustine said , grace determines ~ill , not vice- versa : 

grace goes to those ~ho surrender to it . - ill isn't a negative 

force , but 'love ' • 

. ill as an mbitious driving for ce is hate . 

The state of grace , st . Augastine said , is a b sis , not a 

reward . It means centreing your X±~E hope on what is created , 

not on what we create . ' hat we create is only our little mas ­

querade : we shouldn't take our forms too seriously ; therefore 

a corrupt man often seems nearer the heart of things , he has a 

better rhythm than the moral man . 

Grace means penetrating time . Remi gion without grace is 

the feligion of behaviour (Phariseeisill , l\~ethodism , meric) . 

Behaviour means hope in the po ers of time : if you run 

your nose against the wall whenever you see a oman , as some 

Pharisees did , you are asking to be noticed ; that is , you are 

Biting for a re~ard , in time . 
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INSERT . 

Gianni gave us a speec~bout women : Tuscan women were 

much ' easier ' than those in the south , he said . You could 

get friendly wi th a' Tuscan woman : if she liked you she made it 

easy for you; you might be together for three months or so , 

and part without once 'going to her house' , that is , getting 

engaged to her . In that time she might have let you be int ­

But if she did you warned all your friends imate with you . 

not to think of her as a possible wife: you said , ' I ' ve been 

with her . And for her to go with me she must have been with 

plenty of other men , too .' You will tell your friends about 

her in any case , because whenever you have sex you boast about 

it afterwards , you expose the woman involved . More, if the 

woman has permitted intimacy this rules out even marriage bet ween 

you and her: intimacy before betrothal is the death of a woman's 

reputation . 

So pagan takes what he and then spits a what he's 

I suppose paganism useful to the co nter- reform-

at original sin ~agan lust , and backed intiacy 

times ~ 

~ listen wi th mild and even cheerful disgust oJ .,ike IHilil~~ 

~ag ~88Rer8 talk. ~ ~en our sex is a Christian 

act , even. our ill i cit s 6)1 It ~I!!t;ili h<lm ~reedom~ 
~l~'''"'' ~~ ~ Itc;.ilt'-U ~ ~ ~ '""") ~ 

seeing the)~t in someone else . g~x Re~ ~een bleGkened by 
..., H. , ,,,1 1\.0'-' 0 ft...j~"~ 'It/~ '1~~ 

t feF tho I=5alie:n ..u?~V./) ~, ~'"'t/' • p~ H-...;.R. • 

~ L£b~ ]." '.",, oj ~~ 
I ltstefi with mild and avon ehoorful disgust . I'm used 
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It is freedom. H OVJ can the uni mag inative think they have 

freedom? Penhaps t hey don ' t . 

The sound of Armida singing : a snatch of an old song . 

Seven o ' cloc k in the morning . 

spacious . 

It makes. everything still and 



It is freedom. How oan the un1 ag1nstiv think h Y have 

freedom? Peeaps they don't. 

The sound of Armida Q1r~lng: a enato of an old song. 

Seven o'clook in the morn1n,g. It makes everything still a 

pEloious. 
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started in England in the hirties , as an inevitable climax of 

industrialism.. 

The first Sunday of September : the ' hunting ' se son is on us . 

11 day there have been otorcycles and cars outside the house . 

t dawn the woods began to reverberate with thuds and thumps , from 

various sizes of cartr idge . And at about noon they began to retire , 

r ith hares , pheasants , rabbits hanging from their belts . Sergio ' s 

brother caught a hare soon after dawn : the first day of the season 

is the best . He described how a dog folloHS the pheasant 's scent : 

t he oheasant believes she is being followed by the eye , and thinks 

it enough to wriggle under leaves and bracken , and lie there qQietly . 

But the dog stands stock- still , close to 1'vhere she lies , waiting 

for the hunter ' s signal to leap for ·ard ; the pheasant flies up in 

panic and you shoot . 

Don Amigo , our priest , brought along tva ordinands from the 

English College in a e . ~1 e sat on the terrace drinking tea and 

talking ha~ f in nglish and half in Italian . on igo cautiously 

left his tea---he 7asn ' t used to it, he said ; Protestants , tea nd 

v holemeal bread are a strange and violent orld for him. \v e all 

laughed at the gingerly way he put the cup aside . At noon he stood 

us all up and said the angelus , reading from his prayer- book . 

I noticed how freer the English seemed than he . They really seem 

the children of Protestant ism. They joke about some of the saints , 

with mild impatience , and actually seem to be thinking about t'leir 

religion Don Amigo seems never to have thought in his life , 

only to have accepted and followed . You can see their consciences 

are alive . 

'I[ell , Protestantism as part of the Church . It sprang from 



st . paul---from Christ . (' stand fast therefore in the liberty 

wherewith Christ hath made us free and be not entangled again in 

the yoke of bondage ': st . paul to the Galatians .) But it didn 't 

make us free . Something went wrong . 





st. Faul---from Christ . (' stand fast therefore i the l1berty 

wher wi th Christ hath made us f r ee and be no entangled aga i n in 

the yoke of bondage ': st . Faul to t he Galatians .) ut it didn ' t 

make us free . Something went wrong . 
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Reformers . 

st . ugustine , to ans er the heresy of Pelagius , said that 

unbaptised children who died were naturally condemned to everlast­

ing hellfire . (The doctrine of originel sin) . But how did he 

know? 'dho t old him? 

'.fhen - e say God we must mean everything we can't know . 

~ e can find the authority to behave-in-a-certain- way : but 

no behaviour itself can provide us with authDvtty, even baptism. 

Baptism may take place without water , without the movement of e 

hand . This is the---perhaps nec cessary---failure of a church . 

Christ rejected behaviour in everything he said : except as 

a safeguard for the veak ; and we are all weak at times . 
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The people in oither countr4 had as little to do with it 
~l~ pu-)J~ 

as t~ever do with revolutions , especially the ones in their 

name . But in this case it i nvolved their most i ntimate affil -

iations . FerJ knew the questions i nv olved . l most no one had 

any thought of leaving t he Church , that is , disrupting life at the 

ba~ 

But the Reformation took its platform in original sin . The 

rhyt hm round Luther was one of tension , not intimacy . It asn ' t 

enough for him to be , or believe:l rasmus warned him that his 

violence would disrupt the globe . 

Erasmus vanted a cle r and simple account of hrist from the 

texts themselves , unencumbered by the ' barbarities ' of mediaeval 

syllogism, phi losophy and mumbo- jumbo . Christ si mply ~ as ; 

t his vas eniliugh for him . vhatever he did, he did to himself . 

His rhythm wasn ' t one of tension : he vas alvays i n stillness , in 

present time . nd this is what the false Reformation has made us 

forget . But this stillness is always there , in the gos pels : 

he alnays moves in the present ; he points only to the present . 

He points to vilha t people are in themselves , nov . He moves in 

his OWn timeless present . His predictions of the future - --of 

t hat fact that he would be crucified and 'would return to men as 

a ' comfort '---were hreffi own dest iny: they advised no particul r 

behaviour for others . 

His rhythm can't be pointed out or proved : it lies in the 

gospels like a special silence , a presence . It is the only proof 

of his existence we have . 
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even first editions , are some of the finest in the world : 

they have none of the rough touch of those first letters of the 

Humanists , and they are in direct contrast to r.1 renc h books Viith 

their paper covers and uncut leaves , meant to be brmJsed over and 
, 

marked and put in the pocket an d laid on a ca~e table . very-

thing in the German canon must be turned i nto parer , that is , 

a destiny (higher ' than the human creature . It is all thinking 

derived from a concept of a despised human being . 

History , too , became a preserve of destiny , through the 

clamour.!if this great and vigorous and simple people mn universities 
f~ ,I. A , I .0) I" ;') ." (' t ';, _ (""-.... • t. 

and books and wars . They were the authors of the ridiculous 

vie\J of the Italian Renascence as 'achi eiving harmony at last ', 

( ,the climax of a struggle that had been going on since the beginning 

,.. 

of Christendom, though there is no evidence of such a struggle . 

There is always this sense of a moving belt of time , a destiny 

that governs every creature and every epoch , so that our individual 

efforts are no more than efforts to achieve an abstract ideal . 

c.~ In no case is the creature in himself the seat 

~ ~ \ life . Bas ic ally , in his in timacy , he resembles the peasant 
J '-~-t I? j --l. lu "-> 

~t ./ gauche and ridiculous , who i f he ~ fool enough to shay>' his intimacy 

t l 

~ eI 
Sho~ his backside . The man who lays his heart bare to the 

German is invar i ably despise~d,~ __ :s~o~l~o~ng~~a:s~h:e~h~a~s~n~o~~~~~_~ 

nd of course Ger :any home of ideal i sm in philosophy : 

the skeleton of the creed , s to speak . ~oday you find the 

children of this analysis a over the world , wherever there is 

a little education ; in it has become one of the great 

platforms of education . ~ry book , picture , event, is a little 

mark on a ' development f of some k ind, the rise or fall of son:ething , 

a progress--- of Literature , Knowledoe , Civilisation . I remember 

thinking like this myself 
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friendship _ Like the Jews- - -per~like all ncient peoples---------- .~ 
he ~ ants an escape- hatch fro] ~time . 

I thought just nOH , ' H07 any people my vife and have 

driven ayv y in the last fer years , by 0 fering only intiI acy . T 

Gradually , in the last ten years , I ' ve looked into every 

---part of my life;t ~ tried to disrobe myself of educat i on . .-y 

early childhood suppe rted me in this : because , be i ng brought up 

by poor people , I was allo\ ed n y natural har ony _ Tae POOl ev ery-

,-/haps liVe in pres;c:t ~ BJi; late~the .~mada Hs 

OtlsJ A)]glJ t.:-~ made me c over my face 'p i th fixed expressions to 

hide my real feelings , to walk in a rigid , ashamed -r ',ray , to stand , 

there 'were no leisure in the vlorld f)tJdi no 
I 

---~ nna~l . The more we hurry about a city the impression seems 

to be forced on our bod i es---'Hide yourself , crumple yourself up , 

hurry , hurry . r S ,'e are m ~~urther and :further) ~to t i me . 

~------- . ~ There are even books en going to Lhe lavatory rrow: 7 on ' t 
I 

try , they say , don ' t for c --- you damage the f you (bn ' t 

breathe properly--- if you breathe qlickly and tense y---your body 

doesn ' t get enough oxygen your diaphragm bowels 

gently and regularly should, etc I etc • 

• 
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John 7.11. 
Ora i Giudei 10 cercavano alIa festa e dicevano: Lui dov'e? 
E tra la gente era un gran mororare di lui. Gli uni diveva~o: 
'E buono' altri: 'No; anzi travia il popolo'. ~uno perc 
ne parlava in palese per paura de' Guidei. ' 
Ma gia nel mezzo della festa Gesu saIl nel tempio a insegnare. 

IT" i Giudei ne stupi vano, dicendo:- Come mai costui sa di lettere 
senza aver mai studiato? 
Ge's' ese a dir loro: ' ~ 
La Mia dottri~a non e mia, rna d~ chi mi ha mandato., Chi vuol 
far la volonta di ui conoscera d?lla dottrina se e a Dio, 0 
s'io parlo da -me. Chi parla de se, cerca la propria gl~ria; 
rna chi c~rca la glorla di eolui ehe,lo ha mandato, egli e veraee, 
e non e'e in lui inguistizia. ( Mose non vi die~e la Legge? 
Eppure nessuno di voi osserva la Legge. Perche eercate d'uee­
idermi? 

s a ente: 
~Tu s ei indemoniato. Chi cerca d'ucciderti? , 

Gesu replico loro: 
Un 0 so a 0 fatto, e tutti ne siete stupiti. 
Then the Jews sought him at the feast, and said, Tfuere is he? 
A~d there was much murmuring among the people concerning him: 
for some said, He is a good man: others said, Nay; but he 
deceiveth the people. 
Howbeit no man spake openly of him for fear of the Jews. 
NoW about the midst of the feast Jesus , went up into the temple, 
and taught. 
And the Jews marvelled, saying, How knoweth this man letters, 
having never learned? 
Jesus answered them, and said, My doctrine is not mine, but his 
that sent me. 1-
If any man will do his will, he shall know 0 the doctrine, whether 
it be of God, or whether I speak of my self. 
He that speaketh of himself seeketh his oWn glory: but he that 
seeketh his glory that sent him, the same is true, and no un­
righteousness is in him. 
Did not Moses give you the law, and yet none of you keepth the 
law? Vfuy go ye about to kill me? 
The people answered and said, Thous hast a devil: who goeth about 
to kill thee? 
Jesus answered and said unto them, I have done one work, and ye 
all marvel. 
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