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Dear Maurice, 

2 Clement's Inn 
Strand 
London WC2 
Telephone: 01-242 9171 
Cables: Barricliff London 

28th Nove~ber , 1967. 

Thank you very much for your letter. WAITING FOR MELLI sounds very 
interesting. I don ' t know of course how far you have got with it and simply 
on a few lines of description I might have got the whole t hing wrong. I 
think I should, though, raise one faint warning noise . Whether we like it or 
not, the book trade is pretty conservative and is occasionally a bit reluctant 
to abandon its long held classifications . Novels are novels , autobiographies 
are autobiographies and travel books are travel books . A combination of these 
is apt to thr ow it into a state of jitters and dismay, from which the easiest 
way out is not to buy it. Of course any rule can be broken triumphantly if 
the book itself is outstanding enough , and I most certainly don ' t want to 
discourage you from breaking new ground and doing something original. I am 
just making warning noises in case we have to talk in much the same way when 
the manuscript arrives. If in fact the book is a personal record , might it 
not be simpler to make it just that and drop the fictional approach altogether? 
You may of course have perfectl y valid reasons but what you have to s~ may well 
be of sufficient interest to stand on its own feet without being supported by 
a fictional prop. 

The third volume of the Italian trilogy also sounds interesting , 
particularly in view of the reviews of the first two volumes . But the Gollancz 
angle raises a question in my mind . Ar e you allowed to offer it to us? The 
other point is a lit t le delicate but I feel I know you well enough to be frank: 
has it in fact already been offered to Gollancz? 

I am very glad about your two forthcoming books from Collins and Weidenfeld 
and I hope they are very successful. I do hope this letter does not sound 
over-cautious and discouraging - that is the last impression I want to make 
and I am keenly looking forward to the next manuscript from you. Any time you 
feel like a drink, do give me a ring. 

RW/ak 
cc: LAU 

CCML 

Yours, 

Richard Viadleigh 
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), :+t-l~ h ~l ~ c 

---:7 1. 

'lb. Road ~ Volterra 

-7 ~~ 
Th. road out~~~ haa;;' 't Jbeen a8phal ted ~"" 18 a 

bl1ndlns dust~trlP ttl the morning sunl1e;ht, ;it 80ee 

to VOlterra.l Itve seen a salamander tWloe, dart1ng/ 

~1'!'er8"!~!!:~~!i:t:I~-:~~ a Little on a mlle-
~ 

stane 1 staring at ~ or n~ hls neok 

r/round~ n,ao---e-""£l~aera;;:-snake. and a w.8sle . TIl.,' 8I'e Uany / • I;.,..... 
OUOkoos£. in the wooda above ~, acsa sometlmes they slns CIl 

tho lower note only, three straisht not.s 11k. a tra1n­

hoot;;)'~ t1"t.a~lY· always ~fi.i'i 18 a n1ght1~~ ~:;;ti~;':p=:I;z'5r 
I" ,.y ',,~.c..."', v-. v •. u. • f.. 

nlsM, oloee to our w~dow,I·<»!ItM elanel. '¥bere AI. _ t't--(L +, r-JLJ 
f;, ...0 .... "- J.. I~- ~ 

,,~ x.St1'4 the wooda but w. n.ver h.ar ~}ark. a" e1l"'.6 "'-' {n...Slo_. 

;. pheasant ortwOodgrCN.se flaps away 01088 to t~OOJ5OI; with 

an eoholng ory of alarm. Ther. are warblers and wheateara 

and stoneohatBr many hous.=msrt1ns, but ltv. only seen 
I ~ v U1'~C ,~r::( 

on. swallo1b'" j II». 'lb. house-martins .wooptf. over the 
~ .Jl.....- \Q....O I<.v> ~ ,._ I ••.• 

houo. for 8 tew days at~.r WI elJl.,a ~o eae wha~ .~. s.44 •• 
'tr..~ . 

mO'l'el!llilftt wEte e~EM~ , but they u !.Ii "ue 10 t int.r.et6'~ 
~ ""' t,., 

-fu;uf... I wes surpr1sed to s •• a jay !:!etexae, with its 

wine- ooloured breaat. tlappins down h.avily from on. 



~...d 
bl'8noh to another . 

1~ 
~ house is so ~ haokle it looks as it i t (~ erow;.... 

tdI into the hil l, The tUes are mello , ~ glow in 
~----------~~~ , 

the last of the s • A truck passes and. sends up a spray 
~~ _ .'t.....t, wi....u:l..'\..f11 ~ ~ . . ...a.- :... ')"\.-Lk..~, Q-(' 

ot white powder into the Window, . ~u enter a tin)' court-

yard with a foul dark well and rotten barn-doora hang1n8 

off their hingea , ~ old oarts with their shatts up . 
iIl.. <U1' 

~.te 8t~U8ty bisouit tinsLtied to the ratters with 
A )., I,.", C"- • 

Wire , ftJ:t the p1&eons to sit and 000 ~ Titere "ita 
,.:.... .l ...... S ..:. tt..... '-- \ L",- • 

. ~arrels and broken demijohns and a Wine-pres8~ The old 

stones undertoot are uneven, With cow-pis s OGzlng between 

them. The gate has gone . Grass £l'OWs out of the holes 

left by the h1nBes . A oorrugated iron root by the ~ell 

ruins any chance of prettiness . Plante push up between 

the dusty bricks of the walls . Bricks are miss1ng-- -

Ilsad to hold down haystacks in the wind . s tllCOO has peel­

ed away from the house, layers of it . There is a atenob. 

of Pie . Wo sows are mUting at their low doors, in 

their dark oabins hardly btaser than themselves . They 

never see dayllsht , except when the muok is cleared aDd 

their awill thrown in . TIley squeal to be let out, and 

gets terrlfio blows on the noee trom a hay-rake . 

Upstairs the windowa are dsrk , 'cobwebbed , and t hey 

make you think there are old people peer ins through them 

trom ages ago, wben everything was nflat and humm~ here . 

Tho oows sbift in the stable with a thump of the hoot , 

then a sott blow1ng throuah the nostrils . Up the steps , 

wh1ch are broken , there are the peasant rooms, but no 



pea_an's . 'lbe walls are blaok with smoke. Some ot 

the beams halll , kept up by the main shat't . There are 

hole_ in the root, and fungold,strips do~ the wall 
II'> 

where the rain haa b n pouri1. 

the old lavatory slts---a simple 

In a dark room Vlhere 

hol e in the tloor, 

stlll stlnktns--there are hams hang1na l"ran the ratters , 

and bass 01" white beans, toma toes 111" elRa in olustere to 

dry, onions, demiJohns at last year's wine with Jam-jars 

over their mouths to keep the mioe out, little barrels 

01" vin santo, their topa oemented, and bEIGB of maize 1"0r 

the pi s eons, oh1okens. You oan hardly see out at the 

tiny window . 'lbe tll'h:v glass ~kes ,he little court-

yard below Slow v uely, i n the last sun. I t 1s stlent . 

Th1s is our home . Upetaira tmt owners--.... ho never 

oome exoept to t8Jce their annual share ~ the wine and 

oil and Ira1n--have built a palazzino, a '11'tle palaoe' 

mean1na a oouple 01" rooms w1'h oruabld-marble 1"1001'8 and 

a baloony 01" about slx 8quare yards lead1ns from ene of 

them, w1th real oe111Dl_ whare the rats and mioe playa, 

night . The baloony looks out aoross t he tarlp beloll81n& 

to the house, a dtppins tield 01" about ten aores, orowded 

with v1nes and olive trees and plum trees and pear 're • • 

and eppile tree8 and almond 'ree8, all sloplna down to a 

wooded stream, u8ually dry in the 8W1mer. You oould 

look down at thls orowded t1eld tor hours, as the sun 

beSins to tall . It speaks to you about the past . 

A peasant oalled Bartolino--- to us Gino---oomes and 

works it every day. Soen after dawn ". hear the oows 
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thumpine out of the barn underneath us, W1 th him gl1etly 

awearine at them. Their heavy ohaw r1M toeether. 

'!bey blow heav1lr in the couryard. 

We f1xed up a straw mat over the bal oony, a a1nst 
"-

the bl1d1ns un. Right underneath 1s the Volterra road, 
A. 

hardly ever used . 1'eop18 seem to have saneth1ne a a1nst 
~-

1t. Mainly it ru1ns tim spr1nas With 1ts potholes, and 

oovers the oar with a film of dust. But partly 1* has 

(l reputation for not be1ng safe. Oenturies ago wars 

were fousht alons 1t, W1th tbs Volterrans . 

bove us the hill slopes abruptly, to dense woods 

th~rt.1 or forty kilometres deep, and rooky pathS where 

there are millions 01' foss11s thrown up by volcnn1c 

erutions before history started. Ii. whole sea=bed wu 

suddenly dis801'l4Od into the air, it looks like . 'llle fail 
above our house is blind ina in the midday BWl . It 1s 

wh1 te w1 th dust and slippery rooka . You have to be 

oaretul 01' the vipe1'8 it there hasn't been rain tor som 

Ume. A dO& helps you there . She step!! suddenly and 

sits down. She never snitts atter a snake . Her noee 

is the one tatal plaoe , where they cen bite . 

Lookina trom our baloony W8 oan see a re 1 'pelaoe', 

1ts walls a slowtna terraootta, w1th farmhouses olustered 

round it, attaohed to it 11ke servant. who slowly sot a 

gr1p on th master 8rn wouldn't let 60 untU he was sutt-

The 'palaoe' 1s 1n tect on 1ts k18 e. . Its 

lona hall on the t1rst floor, like 8 tiny ru1ned ballroom, 



~' 

1s unsate to walk in tor the loose tiles overh ad and the 

shakey tloor undarfoot . The windO\Vs are planked up. 

We went over it one day. There ore rat droppinia every­

where, blaolt masses ot them. A stink ot damp hanes in 

the air. The 'lIlllster' doesn't oome h ro ony mON o He 

used to s ive dances here . The peasants watohed trom 

Thera were horses then . A arand auest m1sht 

drive up in a oar. Thera were vine-periolas round the 

hOUGe, with bomhes underneath, /lnd bursting aprioot and 

peach trees, and pomegranates, and a stono fountain whioh 

is now srown over "ith "eads . There were roses, whioh 

peep wild throueh the ,rasa now_, 

All round this tiny one-house villsea tho vineyards 

were naat, the land straiaht-plouahod . The olt va trees 

stood with their pruned branohes spread up like an open 

palm, with a spray of leaves and blossoms between the 

finbors . In tho last war the Germans ocoupied this 

' palaoa'. One of them rlas killed by a mortar bomb end 

they buried him by the footpet~ under a stone . His 

wife came atter the war to see tba spot, when he had 

already been removed to a oemetery. The ~orrooans 

used the barn as a hospital . Their \1ound8d lay ill the 

hay sroanine . The peasants tore down the bary p8raola 

over their door beoauee troops found 1t nice to eat und r. 

I went with Gino to an ugly little bouse just down 

the road fran us . He eatd the woman thore mi&ht help us 

set the housa stra1sh~ . She opened the door at the top 



..,. 01' the steps 1n the bl1nd1ng m1dday sunl1&ht . It was 

Uay . She had the alow1n& oopper 1'aoe 01' 8 QYPf11. and 

Emiled oarelessly. Her name was Arm1da . She 8 to 

help us. G 1no sa1d . N xt morn1n& she oame and eot the 

k1 tohen .traie ht . Her husband. D1no, t alked to me in 

the even~ . He oalls out in a hearty, husky vo10e . 

H18 taoe is always in a smile. 1'1xed. briaht . Etrusoan . 

H18 head 1s always l1tted. to soent new adventures . 

He attached h1nl8elt to us at onoe . They have a arown-

up sen who \'Iorks 1n a marble-yard at Poee ibons1 . The1r 

l1ttle IlOUM was onoe a br1ck-k1ln. unt1l the l ast war. 

hence 1ts uslinesa . lUce scurry about While s1t at 

table w1th them, dr!nktnc wine . The w1ndows are oraoked . 

Dino .aya he doean ' t oare beoause the house 1s only the:l.rs 

tar • year . They pay no rent . They w111 move 1nto 'town'. 

to a new flat . when 1t 1s ready . TIter h ve been sav1nc 

tor yeara to pay tor 1t. Al'm1da 1s doubt1'ul about the move . 

But u1no, w1th h1s quiok, scent1ne air. h1s endless optimism, 

knows 1t w111 be 3ust the th1ne. 

Al'm1da ,reil up 1n the woods. She went e rywhcre 

on horaebaok, 8S a Oh11d---no saddle . Up in the h1l1s 

behind the woods. (Xl a vast ere n plateaU, Ii horse- fair 

W8S held every year---dancinc, dr1nk1I1i:. horse-buyine. 

It 1a dy1ns out now, she says . But we say we s hall take 

her there. to see . 

D1no w1l1 b. a worker when they move to t 1r flat, 

not a peasant any more . That 1s, he w1ll be hirad by the 

day . Instead 01' workina until sundown he w1ll knock ott 
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/; 

at rive sharp, and instead or starins before dawn he will 
A 

set to work at eisht o'olock. 

The old orop-.shar1n8 system, oalled lJIezzadrla , is 

dy1nc, and will soon be ruled out by a sovernment bill . 

It worked tor bii familie. termini hilly, ~_l-oro~ 

f arma • It doesn't work tor the biG mechanised holdlnis 

or the future, and tor small families which divide up 

early, with the ohildren i0ing Intd faotories . 

Dino was born at the 'palaoo' . Ue was on of the 

peasants who chopped down the vine-percola in the last 

war . He and hIS brother did 1t . They had noth1ns 

against the Ger:uans but d1dn't want them c OIll1nS every 

day, to attr ot enemy tUe . Dino oanes to our oourtyard 

in the morn1D6 , on hia way to the flelds, callina up my 

It61ianised nruue . In the avenine 0 a1t with him by 

what would be the aah it it weren tt missin , or we stroll 
.t 

down the road to his house, where hIS son Slvano is s1tt1n& 
A 

exhaU8te~) with marble·duat in hls ears . 

Thera are ohildren , at the ' palace' . \Ie hear their 

vo1oes in the dyins 11sht . Gabriella has Just started 

work in 'town ' . ,&w1ns . Her slster Graz1alla is still 

at 8ohool. They are both dark, pretty. Ciegl1ni. 

A oar swishes past on tho po~dery road. and ~e all 

.tare at it . Somet1mes Dino and Gino oall to us from 

aoross the fields , to our balcony. There is always 

some business to be done--·we neon some u1ne . or oil. 

or beans. or a terraootta oil- pot to put earth and 

ieran1ums in . or they need a lift to 'toon '. or 



a letter has arr1ved . or e. telegram. or we are be1ns 

oalled to a # veglia, a 'wake'~ lh10h means we s1t end ~alk 

in the semi-darkness in one of the farmhou es, until mid­

n1£ht or so. 

Up the hill there two or three more house., 1nolud1n& 

t hat of Paolo the shepherd , at the very top, stand1ne in 

1ts own cool plateau at the edge of ~ HOods. 

From 1ta farm below the road our house lo~s like 

a m1n1ature castle. w1 th massive slop1!l(; walls. It m1eht 

have b en a defens1ve pos1t1on once, 1n the n1ddle eses . 

Every sound talls olear 1n the valley---tlle m1dday bell 

from 'toGa ', the pad-pad of sheep follow1nc Peolo down 

the rooky p3th, the hun of B car np¥roachins . 

silenoe draws round saain. 

+ ... 

'!ben the 

+ 

In the darkness last n1cht. on the. rooky path, " 9 

met G1ann1 . He livos 1n a !:lOl\Sfl h1dden at the ed{;e of 

the woods , just below Paolo the shepherd. • en 1n the 

dark we oould see that he ~s blond 1n the Italian way, 

with rather ourly hair and freckles . His ey s were 

larie, he had a frank, Say face . He made a sort of 

speeoh (the ~irst of many): we must oome and see h1s 

mother; the a1r here was 1nv18;orat1ll3, super10r to 

01 ty-a1r; h1s famlly would fJIlke ItS welc ome ; we would 

f1nd them fr1endly folk; 1n this part or TUsoany people 

were open; onoe you made a fr1end he was your friend tor 
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life . He shouted all this acrose the darkness rhetor­

ically, standina on one of tho bare , slip ry, voloanio 

stones that IMrk our hU1. Hie voles ran!" out in the 

still eir, with the sky clear and brleht overhead . ,0 

nodded in a bewlldered way and the moment his speoch was 

ti i hed he stalked off up the hill with a dramatio 

'Felioe notte 2', the oountry-way of saying &ood nisht--­

a happy nisht to you l 
~ 

The speeoh eave no ide of hie Balety. ~ of his 

soft flexible intimaoy. ~ his frolios and puns and 

devil- may-oare laUCh. 

twenty- three . 

riO put him at twenty-tl'lo or 

We saw his home today . It is a 1006, humped house 

with an outdoor briok staircase like ours. 

rooms ar above. It must be mediaeval . 

1b.e dwelling 

'!'hey hate it--

' dirty and ino Qkven1ent' . A worker trom 'town ' who 

happenod to be there said with a soowl , ' I WoUldn ' t live 

up here if you paid me l I'd blow the who e ~ot up 

tomorrow. ' 'l!ley oan ' t bunderstand how we carl admire it , 

and tlley laugh. 

He has two brothers , LU 1 who works in town at a 

compressed- wood f aotory, and Angelo who looks after the 

farm with his mother . They have ox~n. and three or four 

larse fie~8 with er ain, v1nes, ol1ve trees and some 

fruit . The woods slOIS up directly from their t1elda . 

The wheat 1s just beg1nn1ng to eot hieh. Anselo 1s tall 

and eanslins next to Gianni . He smiles, shows bad 

teet h. ' A 800d lad" his mother sayS-- - ' He works hard l ' 
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Gi on1 (who doesn't wark hard) smiles and winks at us . 

She isa tiny, dark, wrinkled woman With blazins eyes and 

no teeth . She shouts and makes everyone laugh--- 'lladonna 

cane--- ' (a favour1te curse)-- -'where' s the sIckle? ' -
They work endlassly, even wh ile we are there . She Ie 

shrivelled nd dried-up with work . She lost her husband 

in the war and has broueht up her t hree sons alooe . She 

taueht one at them to work enough far two. snot her to work 

enough for h1::lself and GIanni to pJ.ay the fool . In a 

famI1yyou need evorythi ng . 

She cets a t1ny state pensIon , about ten pounds a 

month, fmr havIng lost her husband . The peasant s all 

round say that thls 1s why her sons are spol1ed, why 

Glannl WQl t t work. I say he has l mae l nation . and they 

smile . They say he's clever. yes, but he'll oome to 

noth1n£ . They say that t he fat penSion robbed t he 

f amlly of Its inoentlTe . The father was a fine man . 

He was leading oxen t hrough the woods. f or the Germans . 

They were pullin8 an ammunl tlon oart sncl one or the 

wheels went over a landmine . The OX8n dashed aYlay . 

The Germans Jumped free but the oart blew up and he 

blew up with It . He was not yet thirty . A woman lett 

OIl her own Is an element of BU8plvlon. fear far the 

peasants . 

husband. 

She Is the serpent untemperod by a watohful 

ser pents are hated . They are beaten to death 

morcilessly 1n the flelde, even the harmless ones . 

' Uooh, ' the peasants say fas tidlously, 'a serpent Is a 

horrlble thlll&I ' 
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She works a.nd works. All she ls, all she thinks ls 

work . perhaps the uny1eldine eyes of the peasant men keep 

her at It . 

~~n feu pass Gianni's house at mal-time there is 

the sound of fierce caiety . The boys bane: th table , 

shout ot t he top of t heir voloes, sin! . qhe screams at 

them, toothless . They 11ft her up 1n thelr arrnB . 

The1r t wo OIan are kept roped up in their stalls 

under tho sta1roase . Glanni oaUs t hem 'veal ' and , 

smaok1llf; one on the rump, says they 111 fetoh ovor a 

hundred and f1fty thousand l1re each when they're ready . 

'nley never see the liCht of day , never have done . At 

the aee of ten months cr so they \Vi11 die . They tl1& at 

their chains . He -ssys some people put thea out to 

pasture , but they tatten better 1n the stall . He olearly 

hates them and beats one of them w1th e sw1toh tor break1n& 

away troo 1to oh in . 'nle ohains are weIghted down with 

lron loadS so that they won't move too far . They have 

just room to turn their heads and look at t he door , but 

they can hardly ra1se their heads, unless they lie down. 

We walk outside to the vines. Giannl wants cleaner 

work . He strolls alone between us, rather poutlnzly, 

fllok1ng *t the Crass wlth his switoh. He has brieht 

eye a that fl1cker with usement. He r esponds to every­

thine: with arnaz1ne; quickness . He has dreams : the land 

is Q drudgery that never at ops, he says . It take away 

your d1&nity . He hates to set his hands dirty . 

+ + +-
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Gino's wine is eood--- thlck and dark . We eat lunoh 

in our tiny ki to hen, with the cane sun- ourtain r16ht down 

over the window. Strips of blidnint: l1&ht eloam across 

the room, enough for us to aee by . The afternoon throbs 

outSide . 

~e put our car in the courtyard bolo v, uhich is in­

oonven1ent for G1no, Who has to eet his oxen in and out 

nearly every day . He docsn ' t soy anythinc; , know inS we 

are payina a rent to his padrons j and wo don't at first 

see the inconvenienoe . The car keeps eetting burst 

tyres . I koe goins donn and ohsllGin t he wheel . Of 

oourse he 1s burst10i the tyre eaoh tlem. wlth a nal1 . 

When he and the other peasants see ItEl T.orkine Ilt the 

wheel it seems t o draw t hem closer to me . They are 

nato iobed that l oan do anythl~ practical . I am no 

longer in t he padrona '. feokless and helpless clah tor 

them. 'lbe oar-tyros ceass settina punotured . And then 

I bas in to leave the car outside the 'eates '. 

Nobody oan Imaeine why we want to live amona them. 

TheN t1Ust bo a triok . The padrone . the middle olass 

of the ' town '. rather despise us for livine acons people 

they have always t houpt f11thy and shalllElful . They i:uees 

that we oan have no solt- respeot . 

As yet townspeople are not lookin£ for houses in the 

oountry . It w111 happen in a rush, as life 10 the oities 

is lQS S and less bearable . 

The peasants are atraiiht . trust1ne . e Co Bcross 

t he va l l ey to t he A&narel 11 family sometimes . They l ive 
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in a house among tall holm-oaks. looklne 11k Austrla . 

There are two brothers who dm't eet on, with four or flve 

ohl1dren between them. The women bake bread , put the 

siBn of the oross en it to ~ke it coo. out w ll . ~8f 

do about t wenty loaves at a time and t he smoke pours up 

t he side of tho house , blacking the wall . They complain 
• about their padrone, ho he m't put money into the far · • 

But the poor old swine Is weighed down by taxe., they say . 

noe)" are all oommunist . It is the only form of selt­

defenoe tn.y have . 

As 91.. move into .Tune the weather oollapees 1n an 

uncanny war . Instead ot th usual implacable sun risina 

11ke a Ireat oopper ICIli in the mornini and bea1nn1n8 to 
:; 

welih heavier and heavier on the earth w1th remoreless 
" 

fire in the day. black olouds drift over aDd a bitinS 

wind. with the kind or rain I have never seen in Italy 

before . ~8 ~ rain lWas 80ft, cirenchlnc , trom a low , 

dazzlq- White sky overhead. It would rain for an hour , 

a day. a weak, but then the low "hite mist above waul(l 

erow bri&hter and briehter unt1l the SUD was olear. and 

then 8verythine "ould dry. swiftly, and the creat oopper 

sana would besin its visits again . 

a hael to put a bowl ot hot o.1nders in our lad (hooked 

en to a wooden hoop). it lot so cold • Ie buU4 wood fires 

in the kltohell . The m1dday sun no lenSer pleroee the 

slats ot the cane sunahade . The sky Is fjloo~, rr • 
Tha baloeny ls ohill now, with its sodden straw mat over­

head . Tha road under the house no lrocer 88nds up a 
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tine powder. but the carA hiss past . splash1oS . G100 

swears more when the oxen come cut in the !Ilorn1n6. TIle 

old serenity 1s £ooe . The youne; Wheat bends over under 

the wind. breaks in the ha11 . The fields look as thoush 

fantastic huee b1rds have been beatinG over them, flatten­

ing the staJ.l-..s . 

It goes on and on. There is a brief hope &f the 

dark clouds part1ne . the sun p~erces tor e monent---hot, 

too hot· ·-but other clouds take over. The old houee8 

that have drO\vesod under the sun tor oenturie8 nol'l becin 

to let the water thrru&h, evan the inhabited onos, not 

only our old wreck. At first the peasants liko i t. 

TIle rain cools t he air. 8.!ld it makes work in the f i lda 

easier . On the other hand you have to slop throUCh the 

muddy ruts . And then too muah re:tn will endanger the 

wine . I t oould ruin the wheat . At first 1t looks l1ke 

freakish weather. But it Boes on an on. The peasnata 

talk about the atom bomb as beine the OBuse . But they 

dan t t really beHeve it . They be 10 to say thB t the 1'9 

are no longer 'seaame ' these days . It is a process that 

has been happening tor years , they say . There have been 

odd cold snape in May . The Ital1an sun no lon""er e;1ld8 

every experience . The Ital1an l1.\1.ht CI alllilp ses . But 

the old light was a I!18.tter of' air as well . I t was a 

unity ot warm, level air and br14:htness, that did the 

body aood, that ma~e the 1e£8 spr1n£ a1on& . The warmth 

and the 11eht went tOiether . 

+ ... 
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It h .. been ra1n1Dc tor da,.s With low miaty clouda 

han,iDa round the houa.. 1!l.r. are atup.ndoua oraokl1q 

thund.retorDIII at n1aht, lasUne tor houra, aom.tim .. the 

whole n1aht ihrqh, rumbl1nc amona the d.na. olouds. 

Th.r. are sudd.n blind1nc tlash.a, oraah.s that shu. 

the hous.. I'm her. alone tor a few da,.s. Dino t.lls 

me h. would be triahtened to al.ep h.re alon., .ven in 

a.ren. weath.r. H. admir.s l1li tar it. The ox.n und.r-

n.ath the bedroom stamp and shUt their ohains, breath. 

out with a areat putt. \'/hen th'y f •• l peao. they alump 

down w itll a thump that .ohoes throU,h tile houa.. 'Dl. 

pia'one flu ttar the ir .inaa a udd'nlf, sh1tt in th.ir lott. 

'Dle stable und.rn.atll mak.s a sort ot oentral heat1q. 

WithOllt the an1llals the !lOll .. would b. an io.box. 
• Laat n1aht I w.nt to a •• a til.lll with Gianni. Toto 

the oomio wea playina. It thrill.d _ b.1q in the laac 

bar. hall, like a palac. dr .... d up b,. people tar away, 

with YOlltlla d01ll1 in the tront atalla WhiaUina, shotu1n" 

Oh.wina Ohooolat., amokinl, putt1q th.ir arma OIlt on 

the beck ot the s.ats, oross1na their lela ov.r the a.ats 

in tront. 

Betore the til.lll w. w.nt to poalibansi, Whioh two 

,..ara &&0 (peopl. sa,.) bad ten thOll.and iIlhabitanta and 

now ha. tort,. thousand, thouah ia an ex~eration. 1!l. 

roads are be1na tarn up, there are amoke,. traina pa.s1nl 

thl'ouah, an air ot hurry and OCXIIII.ro., orowds ao1na to 
, 

and trOll work, oara J~d in the sid •• tre.ts, til. oat •• 

tulle Italian. love thla and their tao •• look d1tt.rent 
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there, l1,..ly and opt1m1aUo. Noae. 11&ht. OOlllpaD1. 

thes. are what they yearn tor. Glanni add ke went to 

Pocslbons 1 tor the whore.. But tile taot Is he hat no 

mon.y. tor whores or anythinl el.e . He tree-"heels doWll 

the rooky path on hls Lambretta to un petrol. 

By the tim. the tllm was over the olouds had sone 

away and tbere was a tull mOOn In a olear and s.rene sky. 

Tbe air was b~lsk and blt1n&. a8 It 1. betor. a dazzl1na 

autumn da1. '!'he valley looked still. hushed. There 

were deep shadows under tile olive tr •••• ~he "p~1n&8 in 

the dlp were blaok and .lllfat.rloua. 1!le l1&hts ot the 

'town' tour kUOIIIIItres aW&7 looked brlsht like lamps 

hUDi out to oel.brate so_thinl in a bIbl10al oountry 

lone 8&0. 

Mlen I went to Il •• p the moonllpt pourlDC into the 

room thrqh two wlnd0lr8 .eemed to tlx ev.rythlDC. lnolud­

iDe .lllfselt. into a slenle 1Il0tiOl1le •• unit. 

In the 1Il0rnlns 1 watohed a h8l:l peoki away outelde 

the waatepipe from our kltohen and thOUCht to .lllfselt . 

'You'd b.tter look out--th. shops ull polsone nowadays-­

det.rSent., bl •• oh •• • • And l.ter sh. was d.ad. Th.re 

was a Breat oluoklnc from the other h.n. whloh brcusht 

me downstalra, and she was jWlt movlns h.r ol.w. tor the 

last time, lylns on her aide. 'nie other ••• re In their 

dark iJou.e, In aUeno., and tlley haven·t emersed all day. 

'!'heir sUeno. 18 real .nd aoU_, as I f •• l wh.n I 10 

thrc:ush the 0 Q11'tyarcl. Tbe ple.01lll too w.re ourious and 

awed at thla d.ath . 'l'hey l azed tOllarda the oorpll. frOlll 
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the barn root and d1dn't t'lap abOllt a, u8ual. 

Then G1no the pea .. nt oame and threw the oorpse 

a" . . '1'Ie p!ceons napped abOllt &saiD and went to an4 

tro trom the o11ve Irove aor08. the roa4 a. usual. The 

hen had oea.e4 to d1e. 

The barber 011 the ma1n .quare 1D 'town' t04ar sal4 

that the unusual weather w .. due to uper1ment. 10 apaoe . 

ee sa1d 1t had .tarted with t ·he use ot .paoeoraft . The 

801ent1st. knew 1t ohanaed the .eather but kept qu1et abOllt 

1t . There are art10le. 10 the paper abOllt how the spaoe­

oratt by or0881nl a rad1oaoUn zone oalled van lUlen'. 
belt round the eutll, two lid or tllree huadred 11111 .. up , 

may be d18turbin& a 80rt ot weather-taotorr . The barber 

.&4d that · 10 s1xtr yeara he had never known weather llka 

tU • • 

G1anni, 011 Ua war to out tor",e tor the oxen , 11&14 

he thouaht the oau.e wasn't mis.11e. but nuolear weapon • • 

'There'. an normOllB explos1on,' he .a14, 'wh1ola 

d1splace. thousanda ot aon8 ot air , and move. den.e 

block. ot oloud •• ' 

He made a l1ttlespeeoh about it: the m1s.1le. were , 

however, a l0i10d neoeaa1v ot the exploration ot the 

un1verse . But the nuolear weapons had no Justit10at1on . 

Paolo the shepherd appeared with a oalt seven or 

e!cht months old. He had arrance4 w1th Gino to keep it 

overn1lbt 1D our stable, 88 111 III11st 1 0 tor ealuehter1nl 

1D the morn1D8 . 'people want tender meat nowadar. and 

are pnpared to pay tor 11;S ' he .. id . It was a oow-oalt--
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sUll tilly and babylsh-look1Dc, wUh loose skin round 

the neok, and wobbly le,., her eye. wlde and round . 

Today people ate meat all never betore. paolo l181d. So 

you had to kill the an1mals betore thelr t1Ja. 'Dlls 

oalt would teto~ twloe the prloe lt lett to ,row tor 

another six months . Not so 10 a,o meat had been a 

.peolal dls ---tor SUnda78 and hollda,. . That had always 

been the caae ln hl s tamily . It was how e'd erown up. 

Now everybody. lnoludine hls own tamily. ate at at 

lea.st onoe a day and sCXDatimes twloe . The huse olUe. 

had to be lIupported. Sanere and more beasts were 

slaushtered. ItboOl1ldn't so em, he said, unle.1I they 

tOlnd a _., ot manutaoturlns meat ln taotorie. . They 

had tound waYII ot produ01ll& ww without srape. 110--\ 

ot o~ae the animal teed W8. pepped up nowadays . Mlat 

used to take 8ix mcatha, ill te1'lllll at "e18ht , now took ho 

or thr. . Th1s oouldn't haTe a cood etteot OIl t he qual1t)' 

at the meat, whloh lao ked tallte and tlbre, and ill the _d 

lt m1&ht have a bad ettect on the animal raoelt.elt. 

What W88 the result whe you 1nseminated OOW. and reared 

thelr younc by torced teedln,. when you even kept the. 

ill batter1es l1ke oh10kens? You needed nature to make 

bone., l1ver, tissue, o1rculaUon---how tar oould you 

play about wlth her? In the old daye you put your anima18 

out to pasture and they were slauptered whe the., were 

.trone, heavy, tull-&1'own bent. . The Daty wae taatey 

and atbstant1al, and it the pasture W88 r1pt 1t was tender 

a8 "ell. But nowadays there was a madness tor lIIIIat aAd 

the IIIAldneaa had to be sat1at1ed . 
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'But what a plty&' he aald. t ot a pity to aend a 
• 

beut oft to slauchter whc you oould ,et twloe or tuee 

t1ll188 the money for It later" And he fl10ked the oreatll1'8 

.1 th hls .. itoh . 

fihat would happen to the animal raoe? It would de,ell.­

erate. Dl .. 88. would start . The dootora, a. tast as th81 

,ot round to OI1e dlsease, would be faoed wlth another. 

The effeot ot overfed meat was alao apparent 111. people . 

To be healthy tar the human 41,e.tion meat had to be 

healthy too . .1'llBt a. we would 10 do the draln lt .e 

dldn't take exerclse and never saw the l1Cht of day, ao 

will the anlmals . 

paolo ls sharp and wlde-eyed, ani showa no lnt81'eat 

111. 8nyth1ne but money . ae would sell me and uq wite 

tor a thousand lire lt he oould. '/hen he take. mCl181 

he make. a klnd of Sasp. Glannl says he has become quite 

• rloh maD 111. the last few years, 0810ulatln, ewry oent, 

puttinc oow's milk lnto hls .hesp-ohee.es and aell1n& Ilia 

dlse8aed 8heep a8 healt~ meat . 

Be save u. bad oheese the other day. Also h ohBrle. 

ue ten lire more per 11tre ot milk than the shops 111. 'town' 

do. a. elves u. the slops . Glannl say. quietly, 

' ~ll1stlne .· 

Paolo only talked on the theme at healthy meat beoau •• 

I started him on It . ae doean't 11ve a damn about the 

animals 111. taot . 

+ + + 
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Att.r s tew dsys of sun it 10" OIl ra1ll1Dc, witll 

thund.rstorms and wind . Nearly three we.ks ot lt now . 

It has turned the rook7 path above the house into a 

yellow rus1l1llc stream. 'Die water whlrls 1'Ound at the 

bend outsld. our oourtyard and oasoad.s down to the road. 

Its .ndle.s muttled thunder mak.s the plaoe teel like 

Austria . patch •• at damp torm on our oenines. We 

put buckets everywhere to oatch the drops . 

N.W potholes appear 111 the road . Peasants clump 

past w1th their Ire at areen umbrellas hald up, or a coat 

tll1Il& over their heads . sometimeS the rain becomes , icr , 

smart1na, h1ss1llc sleet . At n1sht a dozen thunder storms 

talc. plaoe . L1&hin1llS tUck.rs in every part ot the sky. 

It is so oonstant that the countryslde 18 11t up tor 

m1nute. OIl end . The thunder ls oont1nuous, a rumble , 

that stlrs lnto a olap now and then . 

People k.ep mentlonlnc last wlnler---th. unusual 

d.ep snow , the reouraent trost., ov.r a perlod ot two 

montlla . B1t1llc w1llds a. late as April . 

paolo the sh.pherd won't l.ave m1lk BIl1 more 

becaun w.e oompla1ned to Dino about tll. olt • ••• he aad 

,1v.n ua . It wasn't bad really , only too younc. 

Thr.e ett1 ot lts w.icat was llquld. 

I met him in 'town' . It was the t.ast at C orpWI 

Domin1 . I ask.d him, ' lVlut Bbout the m1lk today?' 

He was dressed ln hls best , w1th a neat trilby hat and a 

feather . 

' Ah,' h. sa1d , 'I tor&ot 1t---today be1nc a hollday.' 
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~ey .ere Just strewlnl flower-petals dawn the 

mlddle at the oobbled street for the prooesslon , whloh 

passed 11ke the end of the world . It happens b80auae 

lt happens . A surplloed boy coes 1n front r1ne1nc a 

bell . There are ,1rls 1n their tlrst oommunlon whUe , 

wlth vel1s . The two tl1es on elther slde erow more 

adult as they pass . The taoes are mourntul, tixed 

wlth tedlum. People tramp , more than walk . It looks 

like the last prooession there will ever be . The sun 

shines a little, in a bil watery sky, brilhtenina the 

ohildren'8 faoe8 tor a moment . The bishop'S oanopy 

passes . There i8 our landlady, her tao. drawn down , 

1n yellowish pallor, her shoulders hunohed , her teet 

ploddlnc . And further baok there is her dauihter , 

her hair loose allover her shoulders 1n 8 way that 

looks distraoted, a l i ttle mad . The women are 

separate trom tlle mea . At the beck the oathedral's 

ohoir master . a heavy youth With a thlok Jowl and 

eyes that always stare in t he same way , as it th.y 

oan't see , l •• ds a &roup 01' boys 1n a ralied sone , 

like 80mnambullsts . A8 soon as the prooession Is pa8t 

the town- sweepers appear w1th their wltoh'S broom. 

to sweep the petals into vlvld 11ttle piles . and 

behlnd them oomes the sarba,e van at 8 snal1 ' s paoe . 

In a moment the street Is .s clean of flowers--­

oarefully pioked for a week before by townswomen 

at the ed, e at our woo4s---as it was before . 

The peasant aorosS the valley who is sanetimes 
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oalled 11 mafloso beoaus ot hls stocky, plratl0 look 

told us tAat at one time, batore the war, thla prooes.-

10n "a. a ,rand, oolourfUl attalr, wlth the main square 

paoked with peopl.. ~er. "ere mountains ot tlow.rs 

in tll.e church. But the pope ot tlUlt 1;18 deoreed that 

oommunlBts ".r. to b. exoommunioat.d, Ae sald , so--

])!r torzal ot oours.a--all tl:le men beaan to stay away. 

Now you see the ohurchea halt pty, and the corpWt 

Domini proc.ssion is a thine tor ohUdren, who 10 oarry­

ln, their lili.s, dress.d 1n thelr oommunion white , 

.itAout kno.illl quite what lt -ls all about. 

'People aren't oommunist beoaus. they don't beli.ve 

In God,' h& said, 'but b.oause they want better 11v •• •• 

Hls eyes shone when he talked about the proces.lons 

8S they used to be . 

Giannl aiain olaimed th8t .he 10" to PoeciboIlllli 

twioe a week and spend s thousand llre on a tall , 

handsome whore with tine 1.IS. ae told I11III, out or 
earshot ot my wite, that she took him hOlllll with her, 

trem a bar where they IIIIIIt. He .aid what a t1n. thW 

a woman had---' thouch not pretty perhaps' . He made 

a llttle ironioal speech extoll1nc nature tor havlnl 
• 11ven thtK womea this thlDf, this 'k.y to pleasure' 

('ohiavare'. fto look', ~anin, to tornioate). A 

.mile tr.mbl.d on his lips all the time. 

a. doesn't 11ke th ldea ot 'Iolni heme' with a 

11rl, he S8YS. 'Go1nc hom.' means bettl ottlo la111 

ena8,ed: you approaoh the ,irl'. tather and i. he 
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&&rees to your beiDc eneaced to her ae lnvltes you 

home, and thb ls the tlrst ot mall7 lone tediou_ 

vlslts tl:lrClUihout lite. ae doesn't want that, ae 

says. 

Hls mother shouta, 'When are you coinS to marry?' 

When ls he coinC to cet a Job? ae leans the oleaniDe 

ot t he stables to Ancelo. a. is'rash' and 'torwar4'. 

But he has lmaa lnation. fantasla. He used to pain 

madonnlnaa as a ohUd. And they reapeot this. a. 
haa flair, personality . Anaelo , who olears out the 

oowshlt. knows he hasn't. 

Gianni haa a ape01al path to tread. they say, and 

they don't know what 1t 11i. Nor doss he. 

ae oame with us all the way to Siena . He suddc17 

deoided to, on th. outsk1rts at 'town'. a. aeems not to 

want h18 brother Luic1 to oome. Hia tamily 'doesn't 

know about thines', ae sa1*. He noUo" everyth1D& out­

a1de the wlndOW as lt tlashe_ by---pleoe~al. in the 

Itallan way; without a ItUstUned inner them.. And 

when he isn't notloinc thine_ he i_ asleep lik. a 

ohl1d. W1th hls hand round our dOC'S neok. 

on the outsklrts at POCClbOll8i he ceta exoited at 

the aideous new taotories ioinc up 1n the tlelds . 

'Bell01' he shouts • 'Bello da verol' How lovely th.y 

are' 

Glanni said when we tirst mat h1m, 'I'm 100k1ng 

tor a Job. There's no money here. I oantil tim WClL"k.' 

It was a dark pioture. But his padrone 1& generous 
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w1th thelJ. he says. He owns a number of tectorles 1n 

Torino. All the produoe of their land--wheat. malze , 

Wlne , 011, frult and vegetablea--- g08s to them. \!.'he 

padron. simply takes forty-seven peroent of the moner 

derlved from selling oatUe (about fall' head a year) . 

So they have a house whloh though ther despise it is 

sturdf and dry. tor Whio~ they pay no rent. They get 

all the wine and oil they need tor the year, plus an 

inoome from the oattle. The owner pays the tax •• • 

But for th1s the tamlly has to work 11ke dog. , but 

only because it ls a dOS'S 11fe for them, splrltually. 

Worked out on better they are better ott than most 

1ndustrial working familias , though they get no s10k 

benefit or pension . But then many 1ndustr1al workers 

are sw1ndled out of 1t, they say. The laok of any 

soclal soheme for the peasants Is the reason for the 

rural strikes that goon all the t imI . Ther are 10 

usual that only a few peasants aoknowledge them. 

The work has to be done. othll'W18e they .tarve. 

When we got baok fm m Siena it was dark. We 

eoon~ Angelo otking on the roolq path With Paolo 

the shepherd . The endless tlow of water had blocked 

the gullie. with mud and ston • • 

Gianni asked to get out of the oar fifty yards 

back. ae wanted to vlsit Peso 11 Ie , where there are 

the tw 0 young g lrls . And he knew his brother was 

working further up the hill. ae wanted to avoid 

reproaoh . Angelo sa1d qu1etly to us 1n the dark-
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neaa, pushing at his long spade , 'Did my brother oome 

baok with ,.OU?' 

iverrone seems to grudge Gianni these journe,._ to 

Slena . I belleve he makea muoh ot them. It Is a klnd 

ot new soolal positlon tor him. Dino Jok d about It 

as Glannl got out or the oar . Ue waa standing in the 

darkness, spare and sunburned , and 8ald to ua wlth a 

smUe , 'If you're going to take l!!!!! to Slena , take me 

as wellS I love ~.I' (He has never been) . 

Siena shin •• tor them, dlstantly. And it has 

begun to tor us too. 

yet everyone haa a oar or motor- oyole 1008111. 

pa 01.0 the ahepherd has a Peugot, sec ondhand. L1at81, 

Glanni's brother , has a Lambretta . So has Silvano, 

Dino's Sal. ae 1& plump, 8h1 and JOVlal, takl ng 

atter hls mother . yet they never go to Slena , 1II1l0h 

less Florenoe, lII1loh less Luooa , Pl. . Dlno told u. 

that peasants have only been golng to the 'town ' sinoe 

the war , though it ls less than tour kl1ometre. away. 

Betore then people laughed at them it they aaw them in 

the treets . They were rldlouled awa,. . They wore 

d1tterent olothes, so they alway. stood out . 

Armida is still trightened ot 'ta-n', a village 

or two or three thousand Inhabltants . She wcn't go even 

tor msrket . 

• I IllUst stay 111 th my ohioken.,' sbe says . And 

her husband laugh. at her, m&lc1ng her turn her head 

away with a bashful, st1tt movement . 

, 
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Gino shouted as we were starting out for Siena w1th 

Gianni in the baok, 'You're not taking him? Let hila -
lkl' Then he laughed in his ba,yish, throaty wa1, 

through cisarette smoke. half-spluttering . He haa a 

thiok, sof't neck and quick eyes that somet1mes look 

delioate, belying th gruffness of his voioe . He has 

reared tow sons and two daughters . He satisfied the 

town-dream early, moved there over five ye81's ago. 

His family ie Oivil. optimistio, the produot of' all 

h1s silent aspirations as he worked in the f1elds . 

oursing the OIten and putfing at his oigarett a behind 

the handplough. He 1anH reallya peasant . ne worked 

as a t ttore tor a tlme, selling and buylns odne . 

But 1t wasn't steady enough. So now he workB on a 

day to day basls for our landlady, who 11ves in one ot 

the tall houses on the village-square . l'lhm she oOllle. 

to measure the wine she stands by with little notebook , 

writing the weights down as the n balanoe the stake 

on their shoulders end hang the demijohns between thelll. 

There 1s rain more or less night and day, with 

bursts of' very hot sunshine . It 1s dangerous for the 

vines . Unless they are oonstantly sprayed with oopper 

eulphate they shrivel with disease . A spot of ra1n 

11es oupped in the leaf and the sun than 'boils' , end 

the 8iokness starts trom there . The oopper sulphate 

stopa the ra1n s ettl1ng . 

PQolo the shepherd br1ngs the milk ua ag in: 

down ten 11re per 11tre . 
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Everybody seems delighted and flattered when 

Gianni's around . The peasants smile and chuokle-- ­

unwill1ngly . Silvano. Dino's san , who is stolid , 

unbends slowly under Gianni 'a banter. Gianni's lips 

always quiver with sup~ressed joy when he talk • • 

He says to us , 'BaR strange you should have come 

here I HoW strangel' 

He looks a little SCandinavian. I remember .the 

same look in a young Roman girl---and the same "l1d 

clol'llling nature. w1 th blue eyes that seem to open .into 

space when they laugh . Blond Ita11ans---dashing , 

reckless people . Gianni '8 father came fran the Veneto , 

and so (people say) he may have a touch of Austrian 

blood. 

I wen t oherry-picking With h1lll alone: narrow dust)' 

lanes high u~ 1n the woods, where th SUD goes down 

late . It was just setting when w lett , disappearing 

behind a vast plain . 11ke a table over the world . 

We passed the lane where h1s father was k1lled . They 

have put an iron cross thers . over a marble slab . 

'V •••• Vittorio. d1es here tragically in July. 1941. ' 

we went on to where his tam1ly lived t wenty year. 

ego: a grey. tumbledown house With .all the brioka show­

ing through broken stucco. its courtyard overBrown 

With tall grass. the steps up ~o the door entangled in 

weeds. orack1ng with them. A man's jaCket was hanging 

ou t 01' an open w1n1 ow . It looked as it it had been 

there years, bleaohed wUh prev10us suns . We climbed 
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a tree and pioked a basket-full ot cherr1es, not qulte 

ripe because ot the late sUllll1er . Vines were ta~l d 

wl th the tree . 'l'here were olusters at grapes in 

embryo. They will soon be wUd. The ol1ve trees are 

st111 kept up, though unless the b1aok dead wood inside 

the our1ing bark is cut aws,. and tarred over they will 

not last many years . Noises oame tro the woods wh10h 

I invaluntaril,. thought were trattio noj.sos but the, 

were birds . Ew rythlng s tands u1et and w1thheld. 

'l'he wooda are anx10us to enoraooh on these dead tarms . 

on the way baok G1anni was str10ken wlth tear that 

we'd been seen . Perhaps he hould tell someone--1t 

wasn't h1s land after aU . But when we'd got to the r oad 

he settled in his seat and laughed . 

+ + + 

In the m1ddle of the r~n and thunderstorms a 

pr1est sa1d on rv. 'sWIIller will oome---and staY-a1 

June 17th . ' 'l'hat was three days ago: sinoe the morn-

1ng at the 17th 1t has been hot w1th a blazing sun , 

and the temperature 1s now normal tar th1s time of 

year. I've been reluotant to write th1s down, tar 

tear at tempt1rl8 the gods to br1ng the 8 tarms back. 

Two looal guesses about the pr1est: he has d1v1nit 

1n.lght; he knows somebodJ who workS at a spaceoraft 

launching pad . 

Due to the hot weather Gianni 1s working again . 
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A day's ark makes him d1sgruntled and resentful . 

He came after dark yesterday, on the back of Lu1g1's 

motor-cycle, to depos1t two bags of flour 1n one of 

our outhouses. They must be p1cked up 1 ter by Faolo 

the shaperd end taken up the hill . He tugged at 

Luig1's sleeve and sa1d, nodd1ng towards ;S. w1th h1s 

flicker1ng---and th1s time rather hurt---sm11e, ' ~<h1oh 

of us is the more fortunate, eh? Is he all r1ght ar 

not?' And Luigi d1sclaimed the quest1on, turn1ne 

aWI11 . 'lbe work 1s an affront to Gianni: a personal 

insult . 

But this morn1ng he came br1ght and early, as I was 

washing the d1shea . Hls .face was olear and untrcubled 

aga1n . He'd sl apt well . 

'lhere are clouds again . I looked out 01' the window 

Just now and ~ t1rsth thought was , 'I shouldn't have 

wr1tten anyth1ng about the weath r.' 1111s 1s how pagan-

ism Jus t11'1es itself. It 1s in the air here . 

nd now the sune has gone compl tely. 

Next day the sun was out and resplendent . I lay 

on the little balcony naked, gaz1n8at the woods that 

rise above the house . 

The butoher said the other say. 'You should $0 to 

Certaldo---it's very interesting, the house of Boocacol0 . 

and somo wonderful ruins" Absen-mmdedl,.. not really 

intending 1t. I said . ' E bello?---1s 1t nice?' 

'Bellol' he said in a batfled tane, staring into 

my eyes with his mouth open . 'No. no. not at all--

onl,. the modern oan be bello tor _l' Solo 11 moderno\ 
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Gino baa long arguments with the oxen when he 

arrivea in the morning. 'Good God--Dio buemo\-

what the devil have rou been doing here?', aa he puabeA 

t he door open and entera the dark atall. 'Your ohe1na 

all twlatedS And 10ole--lookl ~e .aa down there I 

UpS ~I What a tine night rou've hadl Poroa 1& 

)4adoanal ·Dl0 oapel' (pig-Virsin, God-dogl). 

Vlhen ther're led 1'1'Oa the ataU to be put under 

the rolee ther look 11ke queelUl oOlll1ng out lnto the 

llght, tall and pure and white, blinklng and woader­

lng. ~er take no noUoe 01' hia talk. 

Atter he'd taken the 70lee ott thea at lunohtlllle 

the teller eme stepped up into the atable without 

waiting, trailing her halter-ropea behind her. Gino 

watohed her in allenoe and then .ald quletlrt 'All 

r1ght---now rou're golng in--what are 7011 going to 

do?' He _ant to aar, how W88 she going to extrloate 

herselt trom the ropea? And tor an .. er the beast 

stopped, gazlng be1'ore her, vast and queenlr, letting 

out an enormoua breath, a tower ot white in the dark 

stable, admitting that ahe waa puzzled. And Gino -
then bent down and untled her. 

Faolo the .hepherd la going to JIOYe aoem. Be 

has _de 'm.1ll1ona', Glanni told _. Be did 1t br 

'aaoritloe'. A sheperd's 111'e has no holldara, end 

paolo never bad leas than a hundred sheep at a tt.. 

FiVe reara 860 'he was nothing'. Be lan' t em _zze­

.s:!!. (orop-sharing). l1ke aoet 01' the peaaante here. 
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He made hls money slowly, trlokle by trlokle, on hl. 

ahe.p's ohee.e, hl. rlootta (butter-milk ourd) , and hl. 

oatu., hls aheep and pSg. tor salughter1ne;. H. pays 

little rent-perhaps 'ixty thouSand 11re a year. He 

haa a resular d.al wlth one ot the looal hotel. to 

supp11 them w1th h1s oh..... Now he'll move to the 

vUlag. and b.oOlll8 a butch.r. 

Th.re are thr •• tamt1188 on the hill above us­

paolo the shepherd, Glannl's and a oouple work1Dg en 

msuadrla. In a tew menths t1M en11 Glannl's tamS.11 

wUl 'be th8r.. 'l'h. other t wo are moving awa1. 

paolo'a wUe , a pratt1 youns Sioilian WOIllllJl, has 

Just given birth to a Ohild, and looks ex¥ust.d. 'l'he 

oheese. have to be pre. sed .W1'1 da1, the .heep and oows 

mllked, while she la nurslng her ohild. She has a 

f11nohing, •• It-doubting look, as it 1earning tor s001.t1. 

'It's 80 isolated herel' ahe 8ay.. There is enly the 

torest at the adge ot th.lr land; and the sound ot plga 

rooting olos. to the hous •• 

paolo s •• ms quite un-Itallan. · ~ut then a determln.d 

mon.JlII'lk.r n.ver .eems to belong anrwhere. 

Sunset: w. walk up the hill and look aoro.s to the 

i18a vall.y. 'l'he few light .1ou48 are br1ght 1ellow, 11k. 

all the m1dsWllll8r oountrr attemOODa· en. ever knew a. a 

ohild. Towarda the •• a, ov.r the wooded hl11, the • ., 

18 d.ep-blu. en cae aid. and the oolour ot the 8ea it-

a.lt on the other, an astoniShing limpid green. 'l'h. 

hUls over the Peaa valler are dim and peao.tul in the 

distanoe. 'l'he hous •• down below, inoluding our own, 
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shine red. There is a nightingale olose to Dino's 

house direotly under us. and a tew oloadas. and the 

rauoous sound ot tross. still enjoy1rl6 the last of the 

r81 npools . 

11e were surpri8ed to hear later trau Dino that he 

is leaving soon wlth hls family. Then we shall haVe 

no near neighbours. His house, the olosest to us, 

'11111 stand empty as the landlord can't tind a sucoessor. 

Dino's flat will be five miles from his work , on 

the outskirts of 'town'. It haa two bedrooms, a kitohen . 
and bathroom. He works on a vast podere further down 

the valley. Ther have maohlnes and the pIJopert7 is 

paying its way. He is on da117 hlre and therefore has 

more ready money in his pocket than the other peasants . 

He is a worker, as opposed to a oontadlno, peasant. 

+ + + 

We are after an earthenware ooppa or Jar and found 

it standing ln the ootrtyard of a tiny Romanesque ohuroh 

in the hills .. These were oooa used tor storing 011 and 

now look nioe in a gard.u . The prlest, 8 small, resent­

ful looking man, orisply sald that b 'd bought t his ooe 

trau a nearby peasant and dldn't want to sell . But, he 

sald, we oould try 8 oertain Ant on 10 down the road, 1D 

the house berond the waye1de shrine. li! had several. 

and one of them 88 large as this ooe. 

We want down and inspeoted the thing 1n tha man'. 
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henhouse---blaCk wlth tllth but st111 eervloeable~ He 

would glve lt a olean-up, he 8a1d. He was a slim, dark , 

ereot ;roung man with hesltant eyes. We asked him to name 

a pr10e. No, no, he said at onoe. laughing shyl;r , he 

d1dn't have an ldea, He would enquire, and we would 

enqulre, and then we'd eet agaln atter we'd both enqu1red . 

e d1d enqulre but no one had an:r ldea how muoh an 

old ooppa should oost, now that 1ts tunotion ... over. 

'lhen Jara were CIloe made 1n number at IlI1prunetta near 

l!'lorenoe. Prlginall;r they would have CC)I!Jt a te. thousand 

Hre . 'nlq were onl,. earthenware atter all, without 

muoh de.lgn~ We went back to the pr1eat but he was out 

work1Dg . So.e )lodded CIl down to Antonl0. An lI:t1'1lsoan 

light break. on hl. taoe as he smilea---,.es, he'a clean,d 

the pot, we must come and a,e 1tS There lt standa" 

remote , mellow-looklng, ln the toreoourt. How muoh 

w111 we otter? I say flve thousand. No, no, .!m! 

aclooohezza--a trifle' oh too Httle' How much then? 

well, he hae heard trom the prlest up at the ohurch that, 

.ell, the.e thlngs are---well, quite ln demand nowada,.s. 

We stand there patientl,., walting tor the dlrge we've heard 

ao otten. I aak aga1n, 'i{ow much?' And he 8a,.8 aottl,. , 

as 11 he expeoted to be hit tor lt, 'Un trentina d1 mila 

lire.' About thlrt;r thouaand, or twent;r quid . 'lh -
pr1est, he say., geve that much tor !l!!. (ixtraOltdinar;r , 

this--a priest in hia C ond! tiCll gets fort;r thousand lire 

a month at most and haa to keep A tamily on it-- -his 

parents, sOlllllt1mea a Sister, aotually related to him or 
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otherwise) • H. oCAlldn't, by the t l'II1a at hls own 0 al-

801eno., let It go tor less than thlrty thouaand- -­

oertainly not less than twenty-tlve---or twent,r at the 

ver,. minll1JU11l. Suo h things were preo ious , he s81d , 

and he wae sure ot being able to sell at his prloe 

l ater on. And, he said, to tell the truth (thls meant 

h8 was going to tell a lie , whiob he did), he "s 0Il1y 

ottering it tor sale because he was .IIIov1ng hOWle soon 

and didn't nt to take it with htm. 

so we turn awa:r . 'Niente dB tare l ' Atter. 

tew brlet goodbyes. during Whlob he otters u something 

to drink and We retuse , we leave . We deolde to otter 

hlm aUteen thousand. and go to tha priest a thlrd tlma . 

Again he's out . working hiB t81'.111. But Oust •• we are 

about to go he drives in . He d08.n't pause when he .... 

but g08S straight to hls door . dressed in an old shlrt 

and trousers , wi t h hls sleeves rolled up . Nor does he 

even turn when we walk over to him. H.'s used to vislt­

ora---in t aot, they plague h1m, as his ohuroh 1s ot 

historio interest . 

I aah him about the ooppo . What prloe ought we to 

pay the peasant? He stands there wl th hiS .leevea rolled 

up , his ar.lllS trail and pale underM8th the day'. 81nburn . 

and ,then talks: tirst , he 1s bus:r . very bus:r--snd t here­

tore doe.n't know ae muoh about these th1ngs as he should . 

Yes , I say , you're ver'7 muoh in 61ro---you go around a 

lot . 

'No, no l ' he 18 quiok to r ply . 'I'ra not going 
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round-I work" And he gi"88 .. a Bon or tanatioal -
look throush hia glassea. 

'It"e orrered the peasant ri"e thousand lire.' I 

aay. 

At onoe he ,aya ln hls dry, hard way. Wlth~t a 

traoe ot oharlty. 'No. no. tive thousand la a soicooheza., 

No. no. they're worth vfir'! muoh more than thatl' 

'I ottered him rive thousand and he sdd thlrty. 

ao perhaps we both erred. in opposite dlreoti0n8.' 

No. no. he didn't think the peas.nt had erred at 

all: thlrty thousand was quite rlght. Atter all, 

thea. thinga were ooming lnto great de and (a 11.). 

hls mother told hila bow everr day to.lriat. 0'" and 

exola1llled o"er hls Jar (a lie), the taotorl.a weren't 

produoing them alV more ( a 11e); they had great 

hlstorioal interest (a 11e). 

'Th. prlce ot a thing.' he aay •• hls gl ••••• 

tlashing w11dly. 'depend. CD who wlshe. to buy it and 

who wlshea to .elll It depend. abOTe all on the need 

and passlon or the person buyingl The more he want. 

a thing the more he has to pay tor it I' 

' Well how muoh dld y~ pay tor yours th ?' 

He etares at me tor a moment and than to our 

astonlshment makes a qu10k round gesture w1th bt. 
(meaning 

hand ..ex..,- thett) and say •• 'I aoqulr.d It.' 

Dino and Arm1da oame to us in the evening and .at 

ln our kl tohen. Ie told h1lll about tbe prlest wl th h1, 

trentin. d1 mila l1re and he sald, 'Jar8---Ieve got 

t wo or theDP--at le •• t two---beautl •• I' And h. 
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laughed. 'Why doo't you oOllle to me 1'1rst? i vel'1-

t hIng 1& en ,.our doorstep and ,.ou go miles awa, to 

argue WIth priests1' Tomorrow morning we would walk 

together to Pe80llle and have a look at them. 

Next day 1I8S saturday . The valle,. outs ide eohoed 

with ohildren, and pigs squealing tor their swlll . 

We syrolled along the path to Pesollle in the tirst 

heat ot the da,. . We were talking about dung tor BOlI8 

reason, Its use on the soll . I told hlm how m1 tather 

had alwa,.s 0 olleoted the horsedung trom the road outside 

tor his garden--in the da1s when t here were stUl ate" 

horses in Landen. 

'Ah,' he sal4, 'then,.our tather must have been 

pessio (worse) than YOU?' 

'HOW do you mean?' I asked him. 

'I mean , he IlUst have dooe more work--he was 

poorer l' 

'Yes,' I said , teeling oontu.ed. I wanted to say, 

'But I work tool- But I stopped . ' Work' here means the 

Uelds. 

Hls pots were muoh better than the priest's or the 

peasant's. They lay en their slde8 in the mud b,. the 

house where he was bam . lie rolled them Into the stable 

yard and oleaned them up a bit. 'lbe oil had seeped 

through their bases, but sinoe the,. wcnld never be used 

tor oil agam, that dldn't matter. ArlJida said to me 

doubttully, ' 'l'he,.'re bell1, aren't the1'1' And Dino 

eohoed her: 'Yes, they're nioe " But until that moment 

the,. had thought them rather shametul Junk. 
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That evaning D1no sked us what k1nd at ohuroh w. 
belonged to. Were we Ohristiana? He wanted to know 

about the English and the Germans, how they dittered 1n 

reljgion . Yea, I sald, they were all Christiana . I 

trled to desoribe protestantlsm. 

'HOW do protestants ditter tram US?' he asked . 

I sald, ' Mainly 1n the matter ot 0 onf'eas ion. 

1bey dcn't oentess .' 

'Ab,' he said quiokly , his eyes gleam1ng 1n his 

ruddy, lean faoe, 'they don't believe the prlest has a 

speoial position---" 

'Exactly,' I said . 'He's only another man tor ha. 

'lb.e protestant believes that every man's consc1enoe is 

hls own, thB t he oan' t go to another man to tree hwelt 

tran blame but has to tind hls oWn way.' 

Dino sald, 'Then they're more religlous than we 

arel They examlne everything they dol That's w~ 

tare1gners seem so responsible oompared wlth us--so 

polite and th0U6httuli ...:! think, Ob. I oan swear and 

behave badly today beoause tomorrow I'll going to oentess . 

I knOW men who think like that,' he said. 'Religion is 

the reasCll why they're badS can you bee1ne that?' 

we are sending two at his Jars to friends . They 

sent their man over in a small truok to pick them up • 

We roped them round securely. When Dino asked the man 

what trees were going to be planted ln them he said , 

'None. They'll just be put on the terrace. :&mpty . 

As ornaments.' Dino looked Wistfully surprised . 
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FrOll being a reoeptaole tor 011 to beill6 a n.e tor tree. 

isn't .uoh a .tep: but to being Ju-t an emptr om_ent 

i. a .tep into a n .. warld. 1bere ... _Uenoe. 

Betore he drove baok thl man had lunoh with u •• 

Be has liqu1dlyblaok ey_. penetrating. and a Dl11d 

.ay at speeoh. retleotive and pat1ent. Be said there 

we. a tee ling ot rebellion allover Italy. but 'vague' 

rebellion: no one was sure what he wanted to rebel 

aga1nst . or ind.ed 1t t .here exlsted anrone to rebel 

against; he Just wanted to move--in to the towna it 

he lived in tbe oountrr, to another hou.e lt he lived 

in town. It 0 ... trOill oentur1e. ot Dl1.use by the 

landlord •• 

, e have to go thrOUgh that phue,' he sa14. 

'I .,selt telt rebellion against the landlord. onoe, 

but I've passed thrClU6h that now.' 

Be 1_ paler than the pea.ants here, thoUgh he used 

to be apeasant hlllselt. And they look up to hiJa--I 

was a"are ot that. when Dino and he .ere telkins to­

gether. 1be peasants .ee sOillethi~ 41tterent in hila, 

an advanoe to wh10h they .. pire. Be has the air ot 

thinkins lite out all the time. There lean air at 

qu1et oharlt7 about him. It an Italian has a real 

tranlltarmation ot experlenoe, "hioh 18 rare, it 1_ 

always relig10us, I think. Be took out a or1sp note 

and pa1d Dino tor the jars. Whenever Dino talks about 

h1m him now h1s eyes glisten w1th admiratlon, he shakes 

hls head wonder1ngly. 
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Italy is the most unfathomable cCWltl'7 in ChristendOil 

for me . Her motives, decisions, moods are an enormous 

pool ot lII;Tste17 , even to the people themselves. There 

are a thousand explanations---Greek, Etruscan , Roman, 

Moorish, Phoenician , Christian, Gothio, feudal , inquisit­

orial, Spanish, Aaatrian--far more than anyone creature 

oan know . 

Eve170ne here ha sCll8thing devout (and superstit1ous) 

about hillP--Gisnni . Dino, even Paolo the shepherd, even 

Gino who lives in 'town' and disa.tns the pest. They're 

41 quite clear about it: they don't go to ohuroh, 

noth1ns would induce them to, but it has nothing to do 

with the IQ'sterious presenoe they ar a .. are ot aU the 

time, guiding their lives. 

Gianni When he enters a churoh make. a pleasant 

noisy kiss towards the altar when he is orossing h1Jlself . 

as his bend oCllles up to his mouth from h18 cheat . 

The madonnina he painted when he was fc:urteen is an the 

wall of his kitohen, with a flashlight bulb under , 

always alight . An authentio Sienese sweetness pours 

out of the Child's eyes and the Madonna has something 

speoial that makes you look up at her again and again . 

It is abit sty1ised---trom centuries of style, that 

has almost orept into the blood, determined the movements 

of any hand that tries 1n paint . HiS drawings of 

Christ are exaot, stern . He hasn 't painted or drawn 

tC61 eight years or more . 'Not enough tilll8 .' he 88y8 

with a laugh . 
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He looks sad and oddly distracted sCW8times . 

He hasn't been near this house tor three days now. I 

saw him yesterday at pescllle . He c8llle 1nto th .table 

yard w1th a qualntly delicate-looking shopping . bag in 

his hand. He was otf to t town'. he said . 'Not to 

workS' Dino 8hou ted w1 th his clear, charitable, 

objective laugh. 'Strikes aren't necessary for you--

you're on strike every day l' Giannl smUed and turnad 

aW81. then we saw nothing more or hill. 

His mother is devout in a natural w~ , thOUgh I 

imagine she despises the priests like everyone el ••• 

She is strict, with patlent, darkly flashing eyes that 

take in everything at a glance, with direot intt.lt1on. 

She is halt the slte of any or her sonl, yet they ober 

her like slaves . 

Sw aring and behaving badly are like assaulting hi' 

own mother. in Gianni's eye8. This 1s What stops him. 

Every even1ng when he O(JDtS home trom work Dino's 

S(l1 sUvano goes to the madonnina at the side of the road 

and says a quick pra7er and orosses himself . 

Dino seems to 1ns1dt on th1s a. an Bot Ot deoenor 

and upr1ghtness . 

+ + + 

Signor B. and h1s tam117 oam today tor a tew 

minutes . He owns a large vineyard near Florenoe and 

a wine-raotory. He told us he was selling h1s ehue 

of the bUSiness. as 1t WBS hopel.ss to try to ll~e by 
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the land these da,.s . All the houses en his land were 

empt,.. there were no longer any peasants . He was 

obliged to follow the ourrent ' madness' and move to 

Florenoe hil!llelt . He will find a job there. n. sald 

he knows men who have moved to Florenoe to earn half a. 

much as they used to on the land. and to live in dark , 

poke,. rooms full at the stenoh at gas-fumes , but the,.'re 

happler. 

He sald that among the peasants those who had moved 

to the clty tlrst had mad most mone,. . Now there wa. le._ 

demand tor indurt1al labour. 1he hunger tor oity-~ite 

didn 't oome trOlll miseria. he said; 'People want to be 

mao hines nOlf .' 

onl,. in ene or two optimists 11ke Dino--h 1s just 

s!lXt" ,.ears old--d08S the land not oreate horror . 'Dle 

oth rs teel oheated and insulted. Toda,. I trled to 

imagine wbat this horror was . I thought or a time when 

I worked on the land briefl,. , to earn a sorap of moner. 

I was digglng tur, . I we tohed the mounds of turt rls. 

all round me ev~ day . The work had a fearful blank­

ness about lt, even when the SQn shene , even at dawn , 

which I otherwise loved . I hated the land as it lt 

persOIlall,. lnsulted mo---as I see Glanni d01ng now. 

I was working With no ene. ntere was no co unit,. , no 

farmhouse to go baok to, and the lan d vasn' t mlne. 

And so it is in Ital,. . 'l'he dream has gone, perhaps 

longer ago than we think, perhaps oenturles ago. 

There 1s nothing preolous to oling to--nothing gay. no 
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inUIlIIOY. Nothing that flatters the human oreature. 

And the II1nd is developing another rhythm, another tlme, 

that belongs to the citro 

The peasants 11.,. like dOS.. 'lbls Is true ot Gianni, 

ot Dino--they expeot no more, but they dre8Jll ot liON. 

Only the town can give thell the flatterr and attenUen 

they need. 

'lbey want a dignity that've alway8 telt thwarted 

ot. 'lbls Is what 'lIOdern' lIeans tor theil, and the re .. 011 

wb7 they'll takli halt the pay, in town. 

We went to Colle Val d'lUIIa. 'lbue are typ»al 

medlanal lane., lntaot, with the hou •• s sheer and Uai­

walled en e1 ther 81de, oonta1nlDg the 1I1n1wa nuaber at 

windowa, and those sllllll. 'l\1nne1. dlaappear tar under 

the housea, 30ining ene lane to anotiler. 'lber. are 

hidden squarea stlll not asphalted where people e1t 

outll1de their doora talking, the wallen knltting. 

'lbe streets are olean. A _881'Ye 'Yllla--ocoupled 

now by dozens ot tomill, .. --.lts astride the road, 

danlnaUng two valleys. There 1. a sense of order and 

contentment. Down below Is the lndustrlal part, with 

tall chimneys and pa.tel-coloured blocka of tlats. 

The order and oontentment up he:re 111 due to the taot 

tha t everrone warb down there • 

W1ll people want to move dOlfD to the lndustrlal 

part •• away trail the rellinder. of the x-at? It haa 

happened in castel Florentino. 'lbey han left the 

splendld old houses 011 tile hlll, wlth thelr 880re' 
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arches and barred Y/ indows, and gom to embrace the 

noise and smoke belC'lf . \/hat was a wonderful old town 

ten years ago, with clean cobbled st1'8 t8 , is a slum. 

And it may happen in certaldo, with the mediaeval quart er 

perched inacoessibly on his hill , and the induetrial Part 
below . 

And then , atter twnety or thirty years , or perhapa 

muoh sooner , middle-class people will move into th 

anCient parts, as part at a tashionable swing 0 0lI1ng 

partly tr au abroad . They will preter the lack ot 

I;rBtt 10 • The 0 obbl ad s tree ta w111 look smart again . 

And people Will ove back into the oountry, into the 014 

abandoned hous s; and turnish the countryside With a new 

dreall. But perhaps that is cnly 8 dream, itaelf . 

;e went to see Dino' s brand- new tlat . It atend8 a 

little awa7 trom the road and overlooks 8 corntield , with 

a view or a oorner ot the m:S8 valle7. 1!le walls have 

to be distempered , the doors and window-trames v rniahed, 

then it's ready. Armida has stUl not seen 1t and retuses 

to go untU they're actual17 moving in . Her exouse is 

alwa7s, with a dark , timid look, ' I hava too manr chioks\' 

'Always ohioks ! ' Dino 8a73 with a laugh. 

He was anxious to know what we thought at 1t . Ther e 

ia a bathroom with er n glazed tiles and a flush1ng lavators 

even B l1ttle spray attached to the bath, and next th re '. 

a kitohen. He plans to put a benoh in the oorridor with 

oushions. to ait and talk in the evenins. when the kitchen 

is too hot . The buUding 11' done b7 an old triend at 
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hl., he .ald. No aroh1teot. o8.llle into 1t. B •••• re­

lieved that •• l1ked it. 'What a o.lamit,. lt ,.011 hadn'tl' 

he .ald. There'. nothing to pa,. tor twent,. ,.ea:ra--no 

taxes, rate. ot any kind : a apeolal government conoes.lpn, 

thls. lie stood gazing out ot the WindoWS . Soon he'll be 

sltting on a real lavator,- , ly1ng in hls own bath, putting 

on liShts that are strong enough to read b,., gaztng at 

televislon . I tell hlm, 'A oan wlth hls own plaoe ls a 

king I' And het says , 'Yes , yes", hls e1es fiXed on me 

.1th tlaroe enthusiasm. 

The baths wen't be used lILloh, exoept by the yQ.Ulg . 

'lhe I118n w111 use them more than the WOIll8D , who seem to have 

.n anolent tear ot water . Onoe a .eek the small w ter= 

heaters w111 be switohed an over the bath and the woman 

wUl go 1n to sorub her husb_ 's baok. wttar, like 

tr •• h a lr, 1s thought a souroe ot rheumat1sm. The bath­

roOJa 1s a prestige thing . It haa to shine , walt tctr 

Sunda,. vls1tors . You mAy go lnto thls prestige thing 

more deep1,. 1f you 11ke b,. aotuall,. taking a bath . 

But s CDe people simpl,. leave them 81 one , shining . 

Th lavator,- seats ,et broken qu1ok17, and s11ps 

ot I»wspeper stand on the stool 1n front of the white 

throne . You oan go into the preat18e thing even more 

deeply b,. aotuall,. having toUet paper . But 1t has to 

be used spsr1ngl,. , ana preferably kept tor the sundar 

vlslts. Dnce l had a rented room in Rome and the land-

lad1 .as astonished at the toUet paper I used . ' i,hat 

do 10U do with It?' she asked !:At . t .e use one or two 
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I think Dino wUl u.e the bath and put toUe1I 

paper. The seat won't get broken. Be eMma to have 

gone 1nt 0 the dream in oaretUl detail . The .lam ot 

a tall.n lavator1 seat 1s a t'amU1ar one in all Iial7. 

1h.., olatt.r down in flats , hotels . M8l17 of the tlata 

w111 d1sp8nse wlth them altogether . You slt straight 

en to the 0 oJ. d 0 bins ra. 

None 01' the tlats at Dino's has a water tank. 

When the flow 01' wat.r trom 'town' oeues. whioh 1 totten 

doe. in the sUlllner, your tapa 11.1'. dr7. 

A frldge wl11 soon be go1ng into Dino'. kitohen. 

Be 1s putting monq down tor • 'n .. t too. Be be8111.8 . 

A n.w lite' ArIIl1da w111 80en torset her ohloka , he 

.a7. . 'lbe trldge wlll be envelop.d in a great pol7thilne 

bag durlns the winter wh lt lsn't in use . 'lbe 'n .811 

wUl get a little oover, with tusle. . It wUl be put 

to bed at night like a budgerigar • 

• lett Dlno in 'town' and drove baok &lone. He oame 

to us later that even1ng and sa14 , 'Town'. a b ~utltul 

th1n6J' 
, 

He told us he'd been in the oat. on the square 

w toh1n6 'lV. 'You flnd out what's go1ng on in the 

World" And h. added, 'H.r ..... - o1' oours.I--you oan breathe 

good air, th 1'8 ar thlngs w all need h.r., but ltts 

outa de th. world , we're out ott'I' 

He dldn't want to be r1ght 1ns1de the 'town' --Just 

to •• e it when he opened hls .ye. in the morn1n6, and 

\ 
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to hear 1 ts nolees. He wanted to be able to take a 

stroll lnto lt atter work. That wae Why he'd ohosen 

a place on the outsklrts . 

In a gravelled courtyard behlnd hls new hcuee , Just 

betore we lett ln the afternoon, he pUlled a great bush 

aslde and sald, ' Here---loOkJ' It was a wayslde shrlne , 

and We \'ere amazed to see that lt was the sam madonnina 

that stands at the slde of the road here , our Ladf of 

P8noole . 

'A good siBn. dm't 7W think?' he said . 

He'd only found it atter he'd ..... bousht the land 

and planned the house , Wlth three other families also 

frOll Panoole, whlre hls parenta lived, a s 11 village 

towards the sea . 

He has been on s trike for three days: the IllGzzadr1 

struok several days baok , unsuooessfUlly. and now ita 

the land workers . They 're aSkins for a seven-hour day , 

whioh means a torty-two-hour week as saturday is a fUll 

worklns day , plus a rise a or three hundred lire ~ day . 

They say they think they 'll g t the riSe but not the re­

duotion of hours . Dino believes that th strikes will 

go on until the goverlllllElnt produoes a decent plan tor the 

land, and tbir may be violenoe . 

Glanni returned yesterday, looking qulet and nWllbed . 

Be sald he'd been working on the vinea . He mpst have 

been oopper-sulphate apraying . You oarry th tank on 

your baok and work a lever up and dOWn. holding the long 

spray towards the hiBheat leaves . Your head gets spray-
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ed an aoquamarlne blue lt the wlnd ls going the wrong w.,. 
He hardly smiled. 

The work tears h1Ja trOlll his real Ute, Whioh ls still 

in darkness. t armlng . A day's ldleness ls enough to 

bring him to l1te agaln. For the peasants all round thls 

Just .0Sna a taste tor ldloness. 

Dino sald last nlght that he thought the grea t aha 

of the Itallancountryslde was stlll the mezzadrla s1ste., 

though he and Gianni's famllr and paolo and Gino are 

tree ot It . TUsoanr, ho sald, a rich, fertlle provinoe , 

ls belng abandoned llke the desert beoause of thls s1ste., 

whloh no longer works elth r for the padrone or the peas­

ant. '!be owners have done nothing tor thelr own houses . 

'!be1 let them fall lnt 0 ruin . '!bel won't put ln light 

or water. There are no ba thro OllIS , even showers, even 

proper lavatories . people won't work land that doesn't 

give them a proper livlng, he sald . He hlmself had a 

good employer, a 0 he worked hard and w HUngly. But 

the hig house on the other side of the valler, where we 

go to tetch our drinklng water, and the group ot houses 

oalled Pescille , are stlll mezzadrla . 

' The people work like dogs, ret their llves are at a 

standstilll' 

One ot the padronl, nicknamed zampa---'paw ' or ' hoot '---

beoause ot hls l1Jap, never keeps accounts, snd alwals 

pockets the 11eld trOll a sal.e . Hls part should be torty­

seven percent but lt works out at nearer sevent7 or 

eightl . The r na1ning percentage has to teed two tardl­

ies (about seven people) who do all the work. on the 
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other hand , SOIlll say thls ls untrue , and that zampa 18 

a good man , and that to do 1II0re for hls paasante he 

would have to run the land at a l 08S, t hat ls , flod 

lIIonel elaewhere to flnance It. In taot , the 'sood ' 

padronl , like Dloo 's , do derlve thelr oapltal frO/ll oth r 

sources and live 10 to m. The slll8l.1 looal landlords 

haye no on 1 to lnvest . 

, Iby are thel all abs nt e landlords?' I sk . 

, iby aren't there lIIen who not only Oval the land but keep 

the aooounts and pal the wages and arrange the sale. , t he 

house- repairs , l18ohll1l r:r- !!!! landlords? t 

'Ah, you ean th tattor1" he .aya . 

Every landlord has • tattor. , a man who adm1nlsters 

.everal pi'ces of lend and takes a peroentage for his 

s ervl ces . He ls what would call an agent or steward . 

rarmers in the proper sense don't exist ln great number 

yet. The fattor. or agent la absentee as well . He 

l nvarlabl:r llves in town too. 

padrone , landlord, means s18nore , gentleman , in 

I tallan: that ls, somebodl who doesn't work. 

Just as the peasants abandon the darQbouse , so t he 

l andowners abandon their lovell villas . High and low 

deapiae the land . 

~e b glo th see the differenoe betwe n the zzadrla 

and the others--- like that between light and dark. 

IVhenever we go to the well on the other side ot the 

yall.,. tor our drinking water we stop and talk at the 

big house, where there are the two zzadr1a families . 
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We spend evenings with theil, drink their vin santo. 

But we den' t know thell by Christian name. Th8J alway-

seell bowed in work. The:r are sh;r, speeohless, rellote, 

though alowly the:r Sa in 0 CXltidenoe in us. They dell't 

present th-..elve. to u. peraonall1 and indiVidually yet. 

They neither enquire our n8lle. nor ask too /I8D:r que.tiona . 

Onl:r the smalleat ohlld, a b07, do we know b:r n8ll •• 

And :ral oan 888 the dUterenoe in the oatUe too • 
. 

'lbe bull at their houae 1s 'bad', has to be ca8trated 

8) on. 'lbe oxen are tied too oloe. to the trouah and 

look---are---wverworked. But at Pe.oille the calve. 

look innocent and undisturbed, as the people there do. 

A 8enae at panio and drudge1'7 .eell8 to ooomp8n:r MlZa­

dr1a---trans its itselt to the 1»_ets. -
A dreall no longer surrounds thi8 house tor us, 

now wa'~e lived here SOlll8 tiDe. It's real tor us, 

untouohed by dre8ll8 at an:r kind. I re allber how .a 

oame earl:r one 1I0rning. betore we 1I0ved in, and stood 

in the enolosed oourt:rard looking down the road toward. 

'town' • 'lbe valle:r was 3ust "aking up, and the spring-

light .parkled. There " .. pertect stlll.Jless, and a 

taw birds sang in the woods above the house. We could 
. 

lIIegine Sitting in the oourtyard, bringing table. and 

ohair. down. 'lbe light walld glitter on the "indoWs 

upstairs of' an atternoell . But in taot we 0Dl:r go d01l!l 

to dra" ti1th;r rainwater troa thw .e11. It i8 a workplao ... -

tor oxen, hens, bags of' grain, ellpt:r delliJohns, OArts 

and plough8hares, Gino's lIotor-oyole and our oar. u 

tor our 1'00118, they are tlatl:r real too---th place. 
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where we work. eat. aleep. Gino goes to and tro outalde 

all da,.. The dog barks at the oxen and tr1shtena them. 

The oountrr looks the aame aa betore--vaat and .erene • 

But there too la no dr.... It 0Dl.,. enter. ,.ou--the 

oountrr: lt lan" a .. Uer ot .1ght or pl •• ure. or in­

deed anrthlng telt at all. 1'he .Uenoe or the CXl untr,. 

at night 1. the .1lenoe ot ,.our own .leep. It 1.n't the 

.oene ot hope., de.ire., ... orle.. There 1. no oountr,. 

14,.11. Nothlns 11ke Banria, the '.l'7rol, carinthla. 

No dr .... and tolll .. hfl'Ye b .. n .eaved, lite ha.n't been 

drunk deep and reokle •• l,.. Thl. 1. the .oat laportant 

thlDg to know abOllt the Itallan 0 ClWltr,.a1de. '!'he tar .. 

hcu ... haven't .haken, expanded wlth tun. TaIIId oreature. 

haft orouohed ln the •• The TU.oan landlord waa hard. 

SOlIe even or the pea.anta .a,. he had to be. For.OIIe 

t1M lt warked . ~ople .. en used to .lDg at thelr wark, 

in the golden .un that 0" up ala~t eTC')' da,. and never 

hld tar beIJind the olcud •• ln the warath that gushed troa 

the earth. 

The valle,. 11e. there like a garden. But the onl,. 

:i:oe .. are wUd ane.. '!'here 1. no hUlll or talk that ,.ou 

lI1sht hear on a Provenoal tam, with people alttlng rClWld 

a tabl.. onl,. anla81 need. are .ened here, and perhaps 

not all th •••• 

We've loat intere.' in oaatart---the llttle rltual. or 
home. We hardl,. go into the 'aittlng roo.'. 11 .. lotto 

aa our landlad,. oall. It. w.'re elther worklng or at 

table, eatlng. Th. kltohen 1. wh.re we llva, leantns 
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over thetable, a bottle ot w1ne 1n tront of us, in the 

d1Jllneaa, the abAde drawn ega1nst the sunlight again. 

Heat baa arr1ved at laat . But atill. there are oloude, 

lurking . '!here 1a a s~range miat . It doean't te.l 

settled. 

Dino prom1sea to take us to wh.r. he work., aeveral 

k1lOll.trea up the road, oR the other .1d. ot the vall.,. . 
, 

'You'U .ay it a beUo " he .a,.. . But tor hia U'a Just .. 
there . yet we teel the .... now-no pos1t1Te delight , 

.ven 1n the ahatter1ng early-aorning light that poure 

down on to the v1neyarde and oornf1elda opposit. . '!h.re 

1a onl,. the touoh ot 1t an ,.our skin, the glow that u. •• 
r1ght 1ne1de you. You aren ' t separate, Wh10h you _at 

be tar delighta . '!'he oountrys1de produoea you . It.una 

br1ghten ,.ou , a detk .ky darkens 1OU. You are no lCZLSer 

aware ot 10ur plaoe 1n the warld , quite . Ther. 1. an11 

work 1n its pur1t,. . And one part at the day laade to 

the n.xt unawar.a, as th1ngs grow 1n the tielda . 

only the priest provid •• a dream her. : he has made 

.uoh a monopoly of it that hUlllble drea. am toU1 •• 

haven't apread and ooaleaoed bong the people natural17, 

to aake delighta. Nature be. tows , detende , enr10he • • 

'!here'a only l!!£ to lean an . IVeU, .he ..... quit. 

reliable . 

Another str1ke toda,., thia tt. at the peasanta again , 

the mezzadr1 . '!hey are all ooUecting 1n the 'torn' a. 

uaual , and there are endle.a t11e. ot motor-soooter. 

outs1d. the south gate . 
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Earl,. Dlorning: the sunl18ht pours down. fr •• h and 

gUttering. I ellPt,. sOlIe •• he. on the dump outslde the 

oourtyard. Our dog U •• halt in the .hade . where the 

fledgling- pigeons are . There 1s the SCAlnd or bee • • 

~e,. haYe a nest ln the broken wall. ~e whole Yalle,. 

11es dreaming . In an,. 0 CAm tr,. north ot the Ups' thls 

would be an ld,.ll . 

Gino will take the tledgling-pigeons 120m soon . 

betore the,. oen n,.. and wr1ng their neoka and e.t the. 

roasted. 

Toda,. thr" _n 0 .... dressed ln town-suit •• -W1th 

oollars and ties . The,. stepped out ot a oar and atter 

.000e IIUl'Dluring advanoed towarda the owrt,.ard . .&. 

telegr811 had arr1ved at the 8811e tt. and .,. wite was 

dOl'l'nsta1rs s1gn1ng tar 1t . Our dog . attached to a lcmg 

rope that extends just to the edge ot the oourtyard. 

started barking like II&d. The three men drew nearer 

and stood b,. what would be the gate it the house ·we.n't 

talling to pleoes . one was ,.oung and plump. Another 

was sliA and dark. and older . And the other • . standing 

between the.. wa. rather shrlvelled and tired-looking--­

apparentl,. the leader . 

He spoke tirst. with the muzzle ot our dog olose 

to hls trousers: 'IVhat 18 this dog doing her." 

e stared and gaped at the imperUnen.. . ArII1da 

08lle OIl to the baloony with M . We watohed 1111 site 

gather up the dog's lead and draw the dog 1nside . 111e 

three .en advanoed further. thelr taoes expressionle8s. 
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Some rapld thouSMB went thrOUSh IQ' h.ad: were the1 

poll0.? had ther 0011 to arr.st BOIIebod1? had "'. done 

sODl.th~ wrCll6'1 The1 advanoed 11ke Ital1ans sur. ot 

thelr power . The le.der then stopped in the mlddle at 

the courtyard and, looklns up at lIle--he had ~eolded to 

treat my wite as a shadow , and theretore her removal. at 

the 4~ as a dut1---881d he undera ood that a peasant oaJU . 

to the house .verr da1, and what was h1s nam.? Dl1da 

anewered h1ll with her ohildish halt-amile: Glno.sa the 

n8JUl, slle sald . 

lihere was th1s Gino nOlf? 

He'd gane home, she sald . 

Had he lett Q ke1? 

She didn't knOlf . 

ae then advanoed a tew .ore paoes and Bald, t8k1ns 

a pieoe ot paper out at hls pocket , 'Vol povete le8ere?'--­

oan 10U (plural) read? 

ArDl1da shook her had and sUd an lntWdated 'No. ' 

He turned to lie: 'E LeU'--and 1OU? 

I said wlth a touoh ot lron1, 'Y s, I thlnk I oan 

read,' anil the other two made 1181'0 able nois s throush their 

bos. ~ 11ke henohllen, though henohll8n hovering between h1ll 

and 118 . 

He extended the pieoe or paper: 

read thls thenl' 

' Perhaps 10U oan 

I went downstairs and took the paper trOll ha. It 

was s26ned (I thought) b1 the owner ot the house and 8&1d , 

''Dlese gentlellen 8I5ave WI pera1esicn to enter the hCUl1e .' 
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I tried to hand the paper back to him, not ~lte under­

standing, but he held up his hand: 'No, you oan keep 1t.' 

There was a sUenoe. He stood there. I stood there • 

The thOUGhts were still in rq head: had sOll8th1I8 gone 

wrong? were these polioe? had the owner, hitherto a 

triend, gone mad and deoided to throw us out? 

I returned indoors with the note. Atter all, they 

see.d to know what t~y were doins, so I ocul.d lea,.. 

th to it. And we went on Wlth our lunoh Upsta1rs . 

But the,. oontinued atanding there. Arl:dda r Uned 

on the balo CIlJ. The leader oalle d up: 'lIaa the letter 

b.en read? ' She 0 ... lnto U8 and repeat 4 it, had the 

letter been read? I shrugged and a id, ,~, yes, he 

saw." do itS' 

' Well ther want to se. you asaln,' ahe .a14 . 

Thh t1ml--wlth rq mouth tull ot the best risotto 

IIY wite had made tor monthll-I dashed do with the note 

in rq hand. 

'Thls is addresset\ to no one,t I said. 'Seoondl7 

I thlnk you've been very dl.courteous, you've no right 

to ask educated people 1r they can r , ad, or que.t1on the 

exls tence ot ray own dog 1m D1 own c wrtJ'8rd , I've rented 

the house and I'm paying good maney tor it, also the 

law---Italian law--torbid. you entr,r wlthout my per miss­

ion, and you haven't asked my permission, the landlady's 

permission isn't enoughS' etc eto . 

At thiS, said 1n lIore or less ane rush, there waa 

1I110h shuttling and soowling, and the leader replied that 
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he hadn't known I was acquainted With Italian la ... 

But , I went on, all this having been said, he ooold 

now enter the house 0 ourteously, with my pemission, whioh 

I now courteously gave. But he turned away at thiS , 

sweating profusely. No, It was all rIght, he wouldntt 

00 in . 

So they went otf again. The youngest of the --at 

a sate d1st ano ---called out that the signore (that 1s , 

the leader) had only asked It e spoke Ital1an because 

he kne" we were fare16ners, and s oond17 that our des wa. 

dangerous---era sor1tto 1n faccia, the deSire to bite 

th was wr1tten in her taoe' 

A most ~sterious inoident . Armida s8id she thought 

the sh1rveJ.l d man was 11 lIf1estro, a eohoolllaster in 'town'. 

And meanwhile we had reoognlsed the sl1m, s1lent IIf1n a. 

one of the looal bank IIf1naeers. We real1sed they IlUSt 

have oOll.e to v1ew the house for a possible. or perhaps 

the sohoolmaster was an asee880re for mortgages---we 

knew thw owner wanted one. 

All at once we seemed to have had a glimpse 1nto the 

lower TUsoan s aQ , where fas01sm lay. lie realised what 

a superfio1al part of faso1sm the politlos of It had been. 

To this day, in Italy, a fas01st oan be reoognlsed at 

onoe . It 1s a life·th1ng, a total way of bahaviour • 

1here are several types, but they're all olearly reoC8ll18-

able . It lilly be a walk. a way of lifting the ohin, 

a peoul1ar defensive and hurt arrOSanoe, or a bri1l1anoe 

nd dash with a dangerous edae. SOlIe of the oleverest 
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people "ere drawn to taso lsa. or iii CXleti s 1 t ls a .art 

ot taded oompetenoe and authorlty, a ollpped bltterness ot 

manner. They are ot the sohoolteaoher's generatlan---the 

over-titties . 

Yet I lmow thllt, being Ital1an, th1a man 18 torg1vlng 

and gentle, lIUoh like. ohild, at SCXl8 point. The terr1ble 

thing 1. what he oould provoke others to do, bJi obildish 

aOUon . He provoked lie to anger . Could he provoke .e 

to drea .. ? What dld he provoke ,a. a yoUng aan? The 

Itallana have had a dangerous genius sinoe the1r natural 

genlus wa. broken three ar tour oenturie. 1180. He had 

the petty tasolst lrany--a s .. ll lIan pl0king and digging 

at the world. Faaolall waa only a gftM but the reat ot 

the warld took it in earnut, tar or aga1nst . A tl10k 

ot the wrlst and twenty- tlve 1I11l1on people are dead. 

I not10ed thelr tasolat techn1que. 80 oommon allong 

the mlddle olass here I the sudden arrlval, the arrasant 

sl .. ot oar- doors. the ohina pushed torward, the threat­

enlng voloes . yet lt'a ,a g~. too. And lt's paasing 

away too-- with the lIezzadrla, wlth the heat that God 

oould be relled on to sWltoh on every day as lt He telt 

a duty to th1s land. 

We .et our landlady the day atter and ahe told ua .e ' d 

dene well to send the three awnod away . Her daughter 

had wrltten the note, she aald, and then had 00 .. to her 

1I0St shooked atterwards Baying we'd retused thell entry . 

'I'll so glad,' ahe aald, 'but don't tell mJ daughter 

soS' 

It seems the man was the looal aohoolllaster: ' an -
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unpl .... nt individual', sh •• aid. In anr oa •• , he had 

ottered h.r too ittl. tor the houseS 

She speaks with tired eres that tl.sh dramatio.llr 

now and then, opening h.r mouth wid. to .nunoiate her 

srllables . You oan S88 the sam. taoe, sallow and drowsr, 

her mouth drawn down permanent sorrowing introspection , 

in the earlr tresooes, those 01' the so-oalled Sienes. 

pr1m1tives . r.hen she wraps a Boart round her head to 

go to omroh sh kes it look 11k. a 0 owl. ih. 'town' 

has hardlr obanged sino. the t~te8nth oentu1'1 . Its 

prosperitr sudd.nl7 oeased and lt tell under the heel at 

Floreno. becaus. :l.t lOVed lts own internal. quarre18 more 

than it hated lts real enemi.s • 

After dark w. went up to the hlll to the other Mzza­

drla tam1l7. above ino'. hou.e. Their plao. ls hldden 

behlnd 07press tree. and us.d to be a monast'rr , with a 

wlde natural toreoourt ot gras. and boulders , on the edge 

ot the wooda . ihe house and barn are low-slung , bullt 

on rook, oenturles old . There are thr.e in the tuUr, 

a oouple and thelr daughter , who wl1l marrr soon. 

'l'he7 were stUl worklng ln the darkness , getting 

the tonee In. 'l'h18 18 the hard part ot the .eason, 

wh.n tirst thll grass has to be out an d then thr grain . 

'lbe wh.at tlelds have alread7 turned 7ellOW , with the 

tirst real he.t, atter being ol1ve-gre7 tor so long . 

In the dark stall , behind the flanks at the OIIen , we 

t.lked about oondi tions . iher are leaving at the end 

ot the .ummer 11ke everrbod7 .l.e , the man sa:l.d . 
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'Soon the whole oountryaide wUl be -pt7, then 

where w111 the food 0 aa. frOll?' 

ne knew of a great podue up the road where eight7 

people or more would soon be leav1ng. Se himself owl.d 

no longer work eight heotares (nearly twentr-tive aores) 

of hilly land with his w1fe and daughter alone, and look 

after the beasts as well . H1s landlord is good to him, 

but that doesn't reduoe the work . They wUl go to a 

slll&l1er padere, of two or three heotares, stUl CIIl zza-

dria. - 'lhe waaan leaned 1n the doorway, a rake 111 her 

hand , s y1ng she wondered at the food people would soon 

be expeoted to eat . '!he ani ala no loneer live proper17 , 

and th1s meant the meat was bad . Who knew 1f it wasn' t 

harlllful too? She d1dn't believe 1n a11n ent; tor 

ohiokens (broiler houses) . An7body wlth a palate could 

tell e br011er b1rd at CIIloe . All thelr blrds, she sald--­

they' d had near17 a thousand at one t1ae---were health7 

and tree to peck where ther wanted to. 

'!heir v010es were Ured 1n the dusk, dry 11ke the 

grassy a1r in the barn . We went upstairs With them and 

sat at table whlle the7 ate t helr late dinner . Their 

daughter, stell, handsOll8, hypoc~ ondrlao type of g 11'1 , 

told us that at ba.1<er ' s 1n 'town' an 1nppector had 

found a aaok ot plaster onoe . It was used to make up 

the weight . any ot the bakers used starch, she sald , 

to whUen the loaves. Vial tMt why people had so mllD7 

00 pla1nts nowadays---the liver and stomaob and kldne78? 

The penalty for putt1ng ox's blood In w1ne to g1ve it 
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oolour w .. Ux onth,' prleow.n_, but what about 

the oMaloal. that the •• wme-taotorl.s put in? It you 

drank trad .. wlne you oould teel it olrculating round your 

stomaho 11ke a burnlng polson. 1bl, was the aold they 

put in. It really dld burn yourln.ldee. Real wine 

never ade itself telt in the stomach like that. It U 

warmed yoo, it warmed the whole of you . 

The dirge goes on until we are all yawning. 

+ + + 

Glanni is lost agaln in a whirl ot work . He 0 

tor a tel' lI1nutes this morning at s ven, and he WOll't be 

baok trOll work unt1l ten or half-past tonight, when 

Luigl IiUl fetch h1.Ja on his aotor-scooter . 'lhe wheat 

harvest--thD aost hated tlme ot ,..ar---1s Just start­

lng. 1be wheat1'1elde are golden. lfany of the tlelds 

in the valley haTe already been r aped . Everybody is up 

at tour now, and in bed not Jaloh before eleven, after 

a quiok sl1en t dinner . · 

The heat goes all , baking and oraoking the earth 

atter the stupendous rainfalls . There 1s great danger 

of the grapes rottlng on their ste 1n th1s ste8ll1 

furnace . Gino has already lost a third of his y1eld 

through the hail . Some ot the bunohes are getting a 

mildew on the.. Dino says thls ls partly beoause 

the v1nes haven't been sprayed enough. And then ther 

weren't hoed and nured properly 1n the spring. ''lher're 

hungrr.' And a180, he 8y8S wlth a wink, Glno prfers 
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his town-flat to the land. In taot Gino has a heart­

oc:apla1nt and putts and blows at the sl1shte.t exertion. 

He OCla8S to the house at odd t1ll.. . SOII8U_S it 

i8 nighttall bet ore he t.ed. the aun and olaars out their 

dirt,. straw. The h1dden pigs squeal tor tood . Be 1s 

the last to out the grain ., His wite and grown-up soos 

o to help. The,. sweat at the so,.thes. look mortified . 

At night the,. cc:ae stumbling into the yard , speeohless , 

raw-red tram the sun, and 81 t down to a _al 11ke xDii 

tired wolves , gulping their wine thirstjl,. , 8 oking 

their 11ps. The,. rellly hate it . 

thea at this time • 

a don(t go naar 

Dino'S tamily has 00118 too--brothars and nephew • • 

Next year , or perhaps the ,.ear after, IIIOSt of the work 

w1ll be dona by _achine . But tor the lIIoment it 18 sUll 

the soy the . Ie happened to oall on thelll at n1ghttall 

and ·there was pan10 1ns1de the 11ttle house 1n 0 se we 

would 0 ale in and hold up the meal. Th87 were like 

broken an1aals . You telt you oould have thrown thelll 

toad , 11ke in the zoo. Th.y hate to show thad.lv.. 

in this state . a went ott quiokl,. . They hate the 

world at suoh times . Soon the oh1nes w1ll take over , 

not to save thelll work but beoause there wontt be enough 

hands in the t1elda to work them. 

A lot 01' the grain has ru1ned . The ars 1111,. rot 

in the sheat, if it rains . The wet heat 8,. be enough 

to do it . The hail had lread,. ru1ned a lot . 

Toda,. 18 at JAnn'B Day , and w. gave Glanni a present 
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01' three t1ny books 01' reproduotions, ruty , C.zenne, 

Breughel. He pioked up the Duty first and said quietly, 

'How slllple th drawins is . ' 

We went up to hi. he»se and had salaa1 and wine 

with his "other . She leaned over the table , bony and 

blaok, with her blazing er s . She h d no appetite the •• 

dBrS , she said . She had to foroe the tood down. Th re 

WBS too .uoh work---she always felt better 1n the winter 

because there WBS less work. She hi s no teeth . ,e 

prom1sed to show her how to Bke a vegetable broth whioh 

would give her substanoe without having ~o be ohewed. 

But she won't do it. She won't go to the dentist . 

She eats on her gUlllB , whioh are now nearlr as hard 88 

teeth. Glanni WQs a II rpente, she said. He was never 

80 happr s when he wasn 't working ' Ue wanted to tind 

a profession but what? The poor oreaturel poverino& 

He had to work in the fields to bring in a little onsh 

but h was too bright end olever tor that ork' 

Gianni keeps asking 11' I kno of anr better 

work . lieU, we'll go to ROlla soon end see it there' 

anything . I said he m.1ght try at one or the airports: 

good .oney, the illusion at coMtant night without aot­

uallr moving , the presenoe of: foreigners-perfect 

t:erment tor the Italian soul . 

lVe strolled down to Dino's to tell hia we were 

going awar tor a tew dars. The a tcw&phere round his 

house WBS stUl dark and heavr . He came to the foot of: 

the stairs with his brother , as it to warn us not to 
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00 in. '!heir eal was Just beginning . Arlll1da didnT 

oall dOVlft to us as usual. and the rest ot the taa1l,. sat 

huddled at the top ot the steps in sUenoe. Sex and tlirt­

ing are assooiated with the harvest everywhere . There 

are long t1'8di tions or harvest 1Ierl' nt . it is the orown 

or the farming year . But not her . or perhaps slllp17-

not now. 

We heard Silvano oall down to his father with a 

growl to oome up and eat his tood . As ne were walking 

away heard Arlll1de. sorea at hill, her outh full . 

, iala (temale pig) . why oan't 10U oOllle hen you're 

oalled?' 

The,. all sit d~n to eat . Not to 'least tceether • 

Just to eat . In a 'lew moments it will be all ovet t 

they'll be on their feet again to prepare tor the last 

aot or the unwanted da7--throWing th JllSelves on e. bare 

bed . 

Dino ' s brother had a word tor it . He sald . 'This 

ls an ugly II • nt tor us--e un brutto 1:1.0 nto.' They 
• 

had to sell the grain at low pricos he 8ald . '!he m111ers 

abused the situatlon because 01' tbl sudden great supply . 

now that there were vast Wheat-tar ln the north, 

echanised. The taml1,. no long l' wants the tarming . 

The tarm no longer Vlants the fam1l1. 
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'#he Bnd or the World' 

We were only aw.y tour or tlve ~a but eVer,th1ng 

looked stranae to ua when we got baok. #he houae had 

1 tIS old JlUsty, dlsuaed a .. ll. We tlWl6 open the ahutter., 

took ohalra out on the baloony again, atarted the triclae 

whloh aakea the lighta blink and tade every tew .oaenta. 

Glno aa14 it had been quite hot-in aoaa, he added. 

He always aaya this, with his peouliar bull-llke duok 

ot the head I by in aOiaR he .tana '.ore or le .. '. We 

tound our.elv .. ataring aorose the Els. valley again. 

The sUenoe enters the body alowly. It ooaea down the 

hill on the breeze, through the woorda, a 0001 breath 

ruatl1ng the treea. 

Most ot the grain is in now. Dino's is in sheavea­

what they oall barohe, ,taoks pUed rather like Arab smd­

huts. the ears point ins inward., to proteot the. trOll the 

rain. our own grain Isn't tinlshed yet. Gino haa 

deoided to do the rest by .. oh1nl. Hi. tattore agreed 

to hlre ene. So he soythe. paths tor the traotor to 

turn along. And then he mst soy the olo.e to the Tin_ 

and olive tree., where the traotor oan't reaoh. Not an 
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ear auat be missed. 

We teel rested atter the .ea. 'lbe reaorts were 

orowded and stiokr, with oara olustering the narrow 

roads. 

Late in the evening, atter dark, I heard Angelo 

oomins up the road with his two oxen. The wheela 

80raped and rUlllbled over the atones. ae oried, 'll' 
Via, Va, C8.ll1n.al Cam-i-nel va, Forzal Forzal t - - -
SOIUt1lles it is in a low voioe, enowraglng17, and then 

with sharpness as the wheels take a deep inoline. 

'lhes. worda eoho aorOS8 the Taller all dar, wherever 

a pair ot oxen ar p\llling. AngelO. 88r' 'Va, va, va' - --
in a strangely de p and absent way, 88 it the past was 

talking. I tallowed hill up the hill, hearing hi. sott 

ories and the aorape or the wbael. all t .he war. Halt 

way up I .et Gianni and LuiSi on the aotdr-soootn . 

I told Gianni I'd oaUght a ohill at the sea he shouted 

burlesquelr, waving hil .. s, 'You should have stared 

here With u.S You're better ott here, We havttria --pura---and peaoe---we're tree tram di.e.8e8 her&--­

don't leave us again" 

He 'd become thinner in the laat tew daY8, hi. 

taoe . 1I8S bronzed. All the ir grain i8 in nOlll. ae 

.aid. the work had 0 oat hill two knOll or ".16ht . And 

now they wer. ott to njoy thaJl8.lve. . The air w .. 

sott all round. The 'tOlfn' liGht. shone in the distance, 

like a orolftl held up. I walked on up and o .. e to their 

house just 8S Angelo was tuming into the at ibl87ar4 
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with hh oxen. It was p .. ~ ~en and h1a mo~hel' w .. 

sU11 working . brlnsing in torage . The bull-oalve. 

de a sreat din when ~he1r mothera walked in~o ~he 

stall . and ~he tattest ot the broke loose trca his ohain 

and ted at the nipple. pushing his head up with terr1tl0 

toroe. Angelo indulges thia and Sives the bea.~ an 

arteotionate 8maok on ~he ruap---'He·s tatter ~han the 

other one beoause he sets acre 0 pl1ment1---more attecUon-­

he alwa78 &nages to set 1'1''''' It Qp an1aal dldn't se' 

proper afrection. he sald. it d1dn't put on .eight and 

its m .. t was less oholoe . 

Atter th oxen were haltered to their trougha be had 

to help brins 1n the torage. 'ale electr10 bulb ta11ed 

in the hot, dark stable , and ~he7 u.ed a oandle . 1!1en 

there was the outting or the Sra •• at a oircular S07the 

worked b7 ~urnlns a handl ___ tir.~ ~he .ott oloyer and 

8ize-leave. tar the 70\lnS. and then the ooar.er. d1'7er 

Sras. tor t~ Srown oxen. Anselo turned the Wheel wh11e 

hi. 1I0ther ted the Sras. into the ohute in s.eat aratullJl , 

plunglns torward wi~h her whole t_ bodJ. ~ha1l anl7 •• e. 

akin and bone . Angelo waa el.~ed. a b1t drunk. and 

swung the wheel 08releas17. telling hls mother tha~ ~he 

Sraaa waa no sood. too d1'7' He'd been working .~ ano~her 

podere all da7. Bnd the 0 pIlll7 ae. ~o have Sail to hl. 

head . ae alll08t never Soe8 to 'town' -. ais taoe 1. 

lons and .tr1klns. in the stark Btruaoan manner. not 

soodlooklns 11k Gianni'. . en he'. dre •• ed up CD 

Sund87. 1n a .uper au1~ he looka 11k. an aotor, with 
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his dark oU;r hair and stra1sht back and .;rea that 

flash . Qnl;r his rotten teeth. and the faot that he 

gabble 11 the t~ out at sheer aWkWardneu at b.ing 

drese.d uP. show that he's ADgelo arter all. 

!lbey gave lit a glas8 ot Win' and pUed e up with 

fresh eggs. and I began to walJc down again . 

In the _anti .. our dOS. whioh i8 em heat , had 

escaped and I had to walk up and down the hill in the 

dead ot n1sht oalling her ne.. and peer ins about bong 

the bush s and trees . I went to the top or the hill 

where paolo lives, in. raabl1ns. tWRbledown f'arahouse, 

but didnJt go into hie oourt;rard tor tear ot alar~ 

h1Ia and also perhapa getting soa gunshot in .,.ar. 

!lbe I ga". up and oa .. down. 1he reuU would b. a 

litter or .ongrels--but-oh well& I went to bed. 

After an hour or so she appeered, with a .san. yellow-

10ok1ns halt-breed in tow, paolo" 'hunting dog' , 

tralling a lcmg ohain tbat sCWlded like all the pri.me1'8 

in Fidelio. 

I telt hot tr Wine, overtired . !lbe n1shtingale 

who alway. perches olose to our bedro wlndow _de his 

tam1l1ar oall: one lcmg, soaring wh1stle and a taw 

warbles, then sUenoe, just the beginning ot a song-­

never 1I0re. 

The lloaent I heard hie briet oall I telt better and 

tell aeleep . 

+ + + 
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At halt-past f1ve th1s aorning, soon after we wok. 

up, there was a .udd n stor... A t1eroe w1nd .wept thr~ 

the house . r.-. ruahed about olos1ng doors and shutters , 

getting things in ott the terraoe. our doe was terr1t1ed 

and kept olose to us. water oa8oaded down oft the root 

in a great ohute . our rainwater well tUled up in no 

U.e. There were bUnding tlashe8 ot l1ptning. Than , 

as we la,. in bed waiting tor 1t to atop, l'Ie h I'd the tirst 

dawn bird sinS, and the clouds blgen to draw awa,. . 

Dina had gene to work at tour, though 1t was sunda,. 

(8trikes have delared the harvest and make overt1ae neo .a­

arr). and we watched hl8 tramp1ng baok at seven soaked 

tbroush. his tood basket untJluoM4. G1annl 0 do1lt1 

later and 8ald h 'd been saturated trOll head to toot 1n 

a tel' a ant. . The atorm waa like the t'in1lllondo, the end 

of the world. He'd been bul1dlng barohe ot wheat- aheates 

and oouldn't leave thea betore the 'roots' were on . At 

tour that aorn1ng , 1IIhen he'd started work, the 8kiT had 

been olear and tMre'd been bright stars. Dawn brought 

the ator.. HeesaU he'd arrlved ha. at one 1n the aom­

ing 1'1' 'town' . Then he hadn't been able to sleep tor 

the gr t heat and th aosqult08S . He la,. s okins , thQ 

he leaned out ot th wlndow . Now and then he saft hl. 

brother Luigl Cl good klok, he .a1d, tor aleepins .0 

aoundl,. . 

It 18n't real oTul,. weather. 'lbe usual heat haan't 

00 • • though there ere bursts ot w.t slroooo heat that 

•••• to 00lllt 1'1'011 the aea. The cOBst this ,..ar 1& .uoh 
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hotter than 1nland. Yet the Val d'lUaa 1s usual17 OIle 

01' the dryest and most torrid zonea north 01' Rome. 

They sa,. that halt Italy'a grain has been lost thls ,.ear 

throush the abnorlllll winter and the heaV7 spring raina . 

one ot the oxen here 1& Uok With tuberouloau, 

and Gino has had to sell her at a 1088 ot tort,. thauaand 

lire . But ahe is aUll there in her stall, look1ll8 

de110ate and apprehensive . The pedrOlla c plalns about 

1t in her s1nsins. wan, medlaeval way. 

She has been puttlng a t1ne storr about that th1a 

house 1s a 'villa', even a 'palazzo'--- aning that W8 

pa,. a p1ttanc . I scotch her stories b,. ss,.ing We are 

'camping' here---it'a just like be1ng in a tent. en 

I explained to a shopkeeper ,.esterday that tar tr having 

a bathroom 1n ths 'v111a' we had no water and 11ttle 

eleotric light, and no lavatorr to speak 01', he ae ... d 

rel1 ved. He'd been worried that the general oonapiraocy 

to oharge the foreignar tanc,. prio .. Il1ght have been 

underllined . 'It' he aa1d, '7OU'd l1ke 8 real17 nioe 

place another ,.ear, tour roou With a bathrooa, kltohen 

and all oonvenienoe_ , in town too, I have it. Beaut­

lfull,. furn1shed. No oamping there.' I asked h1a how 

.uoh and he .ade th olass1cal Italian rep11 wh10h nev r 

differs so &uoh as b,. a word , in whatever provinoe 70U 

happen to be; 'Ah. queUo nOll posso dlre--that I oan't 

sa,. . But oartalnl,. w. would 0 ~ to sa.e arrangement ... ' 

111 'ofUlping' storr a .... to have got to the land­

lady . When I passed her daughter in the square tada7 
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I asked atter her aother. 

'Very well ,' she sald . 'She'D gone on hollday.' 

'Where?' 

'Oaap1Dgl' And she tltunoed ott. 

Real July weather has settled in---or rather 1~ her. 

tor the aoment . The rooky path up the hill ls 'blinding 

whlte . The cloadas are daafenlng, eoh01ng aoross the 

valley. But there 1s a1w8ys 0. cool breeze coming down 

1'1'011 the woods , 8nd therefore fro the sea. This breeze 

ls cold 1n the even1ng: unusually so, even atter a stltl1Dg 

do.y. There se to be another w.ather intertering W1th 

the real Italian one. 

\'/hen I walk up the hUl I 80an the path in front at 

11.8 tor snakes . The vipers can go right scross your path, 

aa they oan't see 01' hear . People ssy th re are aore 

vipers about now because pigs no longer rosa through the 

"oods, tended b,. ,.oWlS glrls with sticks. as ,.w used to 

see thea. Pigs ate th vipers . by are une to their 

poison . 

'!he heat "akes the uphill walk slower: wr dog plods 

along wi tb head drooping, tongue hJnging out. 91ere are 

gr at yells trOll a peasant at the toot 01' the valle,. , 

egging his oxen about a8 he shakes 1n h1s lron seat. 

'Dio buono. caJaina l Wldonna tro1a1 t 

Yesterda,. we saw Gino's fatton. He 1s to be a go­

between tor the landlady and us . 'l'here are III1sunderst~-

1ng8 about When to par the rent and to WhOll, about the· 

pezzo. nero (the 'blaok well t or 8wewer Wh10h 1s alwars 

overtlowing under our bedroOll w1ndow), and laatl,.---the 
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biggest bone 01' centenUon, on whioh I refuse to 

yield---the bill tor ' dis1nteot1ns' the house , that 1. 

I1h1tewashins the walls prev10ue to our entry, whloh she 

would like ae to pay . A8 Araida says , ' It isn 't a. it 

you oan take the whitewasbad walls wlth you when you lea" •• ' 

The tattore told me with a olear , oontidentlal look that 

h W8 sure he oould settle matters properly. I th1nk 

he underest1aates his padrona . Anyway, I pald hia two 

aonths ' rent . Sh is sett 1ng up a great _oen about the 

slok ax , he told us. It should never have happened , ahe 

says . 'But "e're !!! losers on that deal,' he IIIUl'mure4 . 

'And she's rlght, mistortunes shouldn ' t happen .' 

There are rarely two or three days without astor. 

now . Sudden ohills coae into the air, like the oold 

ourrents you teel ln the sea seaetws . 

sate as it uSl81ly 1s trat. May onwards . 

'Dle sun lsn 't 

It see 

'Il 01elo e _Blatto' . people .aya---the Sky ls siok. 

In a lIlount the slq oan oloud over . 

We walked ln the thiok woo4f . A path w1nds between 

oornt1elds and lava- rooks and sapliDge, and 00"8 out 

at the top at a hill , trOll Whloh you oan see a dlmse1y 

wooded aBSS of hills one atter the other stretoh1ng 1n­

land . Glannl ' s brother says we IIlst oQllle up and have a 

renda Wi th thea at the edge ot the woods . arenda 

a.ans snack or plonio . It ls suoh a lovely word . 

But the thins itaelt wouldn't be done wlth relish. 

We would snatoh at a lump at s81aal and drink 8 glass 

at wine , probably standing I and then ke ott. lie 
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sat in Giann1'B kitohen a tew dayB ago and ate a tew 

mouthfuls, waBhed 1t down with Boma exoellent wine, and 

afterwards I suddenly thought , ' We ' ve Just had a .,renda" 

So everrthing passes , Wi thOllt relish. The Italians are 

80 anoient , not in time b'dt 1n teel ing ; 1t ls tt.ir 

quel1tr. always was . Ther're ancl nt 11ke cioadas or 

salamanders . There isn't real tender regard tor the 

human oreature in thea: no tl1ratations , delight , folly. 

And as soon as 701l've said that 70U have to withdraw it . 

There is nothing like their dolcezza . the sweetness 7011 

see in the Sieneel masters . It isn't at the centre at 

their lives but it is 80 swhere , hoerving, all the time . 

It gushes out towards ohildren . 

On our walk we saw a great wall sticking up frau 

one 01' the wooded vall67S , broken and jags d J surrounded 

by thick undergrOlvth. Beyond it la7 what they call 

'the old oastle ', a group 01' ta1'llh0llS s perched on a bare 

h11l . paolo's broth I' Uves there , we are told . He 

also is a shepherd . And t here are ruins . But what 

ruins we can't make OIlt . Is the Jagged wall part 01' 

thea? I read a in a guidebook that a Florenti ne princess 

was once iaprisoned in a caetle near here by her own 

tea117 . She fell in love With tt. wrong nan. Sh 

died th re , partly 1'1'011 sadness . The woods hug 1t 

relloreslesB17 , waiting to bring it all down, absorbing 

even the sunlight into their darknesB . 

We took the obvious r oad t~ards It . ist and 

clOllds tloated in the valle7_ It o11r:lbed up and up, 
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dOllinaUng the strange, atlrring hUls below Volterr , 

whloh look as though a sa1ve treaz1ng wave had ~sse4 

over thea and rurfiad thea. Atter th dark woods there . 

were Budden bright t1elds , la1d out like a p a. tar ~s 

we could see . l'Ie asked tor castel V ooh10 and were told 

we'd passed 1t. There had been a path to the lett we 

hadn't notioed . l'Ie went baok and tound 1t, sloping ddltD 

between trees , parting fram the road surreptit1ouslr, at . 

an engle , as it 1t dldn't want to be found . We noUoed 

a shepherd , hls 1'aoe £II1oh like Faolo's , nd gU88sed he 

IlUSt be the brother . The path began to hug the s1de of 

the h11l , rather in the strle 01' an Etrusoan approaoh, 

seoret and protected . There b.etore us . atter a turn, 

shining on the orest of a hiU , lar not a n old oastle 

but two tanmOUs8s , w1th roll1ng hUls beyond thea as 

tar as Castel F10rent1no. ,e asked two peasants lean-

ing on their stiokS in the oourtrard , 'Is th1s castel 

Veoch1o? ' 

Yes 1t WIlS . Were we atter the ruins? Ye$ 

were . Ah weU , tMr ware turther on, along a path at 

the a1de 01' the hwses . It went through woods , f1Vfitr 

rooks and streOlll8 . It took about an hour , ther 8aid . 

' But What are these towers? I asked thea • 

.!h, that ther oca1ldn 't sar I But oertainly the,. 

"ere interest1n6 tor thoae who 'understood' suoh thins • • 

There were holes in the ground---tous , people said . 

'The,. must be Etrusoan,' I told these 

Ther shrugged , and one 01' the. sa1 d "ith a sa11e 

tbat he'd never ventured 1ns1de one . Se was a1wa,.. 
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atrald the root would tall in, and also there was danger 

01' vlpers---they lurked 1n holes, under stones , and he 

wasn't 1n a hurry to be b1tten by a vip r l Onoe , he 

s81d, a lawyer---'a all , tat aan t- had 8pent a aonth 

there looking at the ru1na day by day, n book 1n h18 

hand . And when they had asked hlll what there was 01' 

interest in the 'towers t he onl1 sald quiatly , with a 

saile . 'You wouldn 't undarstand- -non cap1te . 'foU ' 

\Ve .aust ooae another day. they said, because it was 

already too lata 1n the atternoon to start penetrating 

th. woods . It wouldn't do tor a oristlano to get 108t 

there ' They de faces and laughed. 

\las Paolo's brother there? we asked . Yes , he li" ed 

there , and he'd Just taken his sheep up the road . 

explained that we l1ved near paolo and got our allk trca 

hlll. Then we wst be the toreigners who'd taken the 

house at the foot ot the h111 wher paolo lived? Yes , 

they'd heard ' Apparently the news had got aoross the 

vast , pathless, wooded valley, to the1r ls01ated post . 

'lbe,. talked about the war. Morocoan troops had l)eon 

ther ---tearful 1'.110"8 , they sald. who out oft ears and 

never spared Ger ens when they oaught the --they cut 

their throats tro. ear to oar. English and A.aer loan 

troops had also been there: they had bartered win and 

eggs tor tinned tood and sugar. A Gerllfln had sta,.4 up 

a tree with a ohine-gun tor two or three da1s , until 

the Rngl1sh or Amerioans brought the tree down 1'1'0 . under 

h1m. 

They spoke 88 it the r had b.en the last thing to 
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really happen ther. 1hay seeaed to teel that those 

troops were stl1l young. and sol1der1ng s ewhere else . 

They talked abcnt the oroccane and thB1r Frenoh otfioe" 

88 it the1r taces were st111 bator thea. Youth, th '1 

a&1d, 1s 'WlII1ndtul' in war. Bars lose the1r seMe of 

taal1y . H ee, cropl, other people ' s belol16ingS are 

aean1ngless to the • 

It w e gatting ch111'1. As we went a"a'1 they sat 

With their eyes sUll on us, oala and inqu1s1t1ve . 

Perhaps "e see od to the onl'1 another aspeot 01' the "ar­

eXper1ence ,hat had tallen 1nto thB s1lenoe so tew years 

ago, when the sky was golden. 

A letter c e from the landlad'1--an answer to .rJ" 

oonterence w1th her fattore . 17111 I pleaee not take cur 

bus1ness to 'th1rd part1es' to settle? But I shall . 

Her words run olose t ogether in one rennd, breathless 

sorawl, s 11' tr oentur1es ot oajolement and legal 

wrangling . She won't "Peo1ry preol 1'1 what she thinkS 

I owe her, over and bo". the agreed rent: it '1en define 

your pos1tlon too olosely you cen't move out 01' 1t later . 

A wlee Ital1an instinct , th1s. 

Mien We 0 to see her she talkS about the pope . and 

her SOIl who 11.,os tar y , and how intolerably untidy 

her dauhgter 1s. and abcnt the religious eXDer1enoe she 

has had. She once VI her son--the 1aege passed aoross 

her aind a 8 was standing betore I18donnina---and 

later that day she heard he'd had an aoo1dent . She 

talks rhetorloall'1. open1ng her outh wlde, w1th tlashe. 
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01' hwaour and dry 1rmr. Br the t1M she finishes w. 
are tired anll too Wlgl'1 to think about blll.s. \7e've 

been T/l'e.ng11ng JIlldly tor two onths now. Soae deep 

Italien wrangles go on tor fi~ , fifteen years , S t~. 

they go froa one generation to another , abolishing t1.ll8 . 

Paolo brooght us Idlk yest relay that went s~ at 

once. 'ntIs followed an affable oonversaUon w1th hill,. 

'nte peasants approach each other in a hard way, tor this 

reason. They almost never have 'Wakes' with eaoh other. 

W. are the catalyst that brings thea together in the 

evon1ng . otherwise they stay 1n fa 111es . The young 

bring thoratosother so et1ces . G1anni nirts With the 

two girls at Pescille . There lIay bo a danoe improvised 

in the rough oourtyard, to the rad10. ;e say we shall 

have a denoe one day but 1t c s to noth1n6. 

Gianni brought down a live ohicken and a basl~et­

tull 01' marrows tor us , Gino says , trying to make 

laugh out of it, that we're sptlllinG hia, by alway. 

taking him ln the oar. Silvano sald yesterday-not 

r ealIsing what he'd sald until he'd said 1t---that 

G1anni ocouples the 'dog's place ' in our car. 

'l.1le girl up the hlll, h 0 live8 w1 th her parents 

in a slough 01' work tro. dswn tUl dusk , gets Moral 

about Glanni . 'Rvan s1snorl have work to do,' abe tells 

hill. '1Vh;r leave everythinc ;0 your .other?' 

Glanni'o lips .now signs 01' ungoverned ohildhood 

passion . It s the tirst thing I noticed about hill. 

They are the shape of lips closed hungrily round a 
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nipple. He was still going to his aother tor milk at the 

age of seven or e1eht , he S8:rS With a saile. Extra flesh 

has toraed on his Ilouth. Ho sa;rs he will have a little 

operation so ti.e. 

'I took too muoh allk,' he shouts, 'and then I 8u~ke4 

m:r thUllb I t 

We took our bread over to the Agnarelli ta il:r this 

aorn1ne tor bakI1'l6 . ~e1 have an oven outside Gnd our 

two loaves will go 1n with the res t . They all gall' t 

the wholemeal tlour. \'Ihy 1sn't it wh1te? Yet the,' gr()llr 

and out and thr sh the Vwhole grain the elves . The,. 

take it to the aill where it is trillpod ot the gera 

and returned to thea in begs ot tlour (white) or else a 

promissory note tor a :rear's supply ot white bre d • 

Fewer and tewer peasants are baking theIr own br ad now. 

The flour they use looka rather 11ko rench podwer . 

They say wistfully , 'Who knows it it's our erain we get 

back?' They give the Wheat to chickens . In the w1nter 

the oxen get whol neal tlour mixed With water . ~EI1 suok 

it up hungrily . All the old stone .111s ave closed 

down . One bakery with wood- ovens re . ins 1n the 'town' . 

The craze tor bloached wh1te bread only hit Ital,. 

atter the last war . The prIest at Racciano who lookS liD 

Luthor told us that the tAmerioan'e---8 gener10 naae tor 

the other Side in the war---broUght 1t in. ' Sinoe then,' 

he sa14, 'we on't touc th dark stuff . This 121 l1eh't­

er, easier to digest . t Se says the dark s tuft aeans 

poverty tor the • 
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~. p ••• ante look unh •• lt~ on the whole. The7 are 

burned b7 the .UD, but 11; do •• n't 80 d.ep. '!'her till 
tbe ... lve. w1th stodgy .a •••• ot .paghettl and 1ndige.t1ble 

white br.ad . It they bur the lr bread in 'town' 1 t 1. in­

variably undtiroooked, to save tud. 

The w ather i8 atrange again . v r, tternoon at 

roughly the • t1ll the olouda draw up fr th ... tern 

horizon and astor. approaohes slowly, ruabliDs. ihe 

116htn11'l6 dart. down on th Uelde, with d en~ olapa 

ot thunder. 'lbe rain 1s sudden , bri I , torrential. 

~eo ther 18 a olear eveniDg . It happen. ever, d87-

a tine, hot lIrooins , the .tora, and tlleD th serene nenin, 

.lq • 

'lbere wa. a .116ht earth- tre.or alone the ooast ate. 

day •• ago. 

Gianni told u. that a str.ak of l1shtnins had 00lle 

with1n a tew steps ot hls aother when ahe as bringing in 

gra.. . He waa standing b,. the house and lt struok between 

thea. The noise • iaenaa . He asked her it she as 

tr16htened and aho 8aid , 'No, I didn't ven aee itl' 

La.t night there was an opera in the 'town ' square . 

DUring eaoh interval ther wa. violent h ering and 

.0en.ahittiDs, as if builders had taken the t own hall 

over. LaCk1n8 curtain the,. hit on th svage ide at 

.hining arc-l pB in 0 our f 0 •• , to bl1nd us to the 

.cene.hltting • .re _s a WOIIIln ocnduotor wreathed in 

a t1ght ~laok gown down to her feet • I1; asde her look 

• nake,. and blzarre . Her conduct1ng or oduoed a kind at 
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sohool perto1'llllnoe. She appeared on the .tage 111 th the 

prlno1pal .1116er. at the end ot eaoh aot, 11ke their 

.ohoolal.tr.... Her ao~ .. nte were round and graceful, 

and .oaeU_s her hlp. aOTed ln • danolns wa,., lik. in a 

toxtrot. It w.s Verdi, but ainu. the drau.; a shell. 

We nodded .nd doz_. In the ballrooa so.n. the ohol'\l8 

knook.d tos.ther like t.mer. bldd11l6 tor lift.took. 

'!h. _n'. ldea or arlBtooraUo tun wa. to tie paper 

.tre ... r. round the neoD or tbe w'*ln, who then bared 

th.ir teeth in .n arlstooratl0 laUSh whl1. the,. were 

be1116 throttl.d. Th. oonsplratars were dr ••• ed in .hlnr 

green night-dr ••••• and 8l"P11l6 oapa. 11ke old wa.en out 

ot Dlokens. with .words .nd dags.r. underneath. In the 

ainu.t the,. t01'lled a orowd '0 that ,.ou oouldn't s •• the 

danoe it •• lt--tor the sood rea.CD that it wUn't go1ns CD. 

lVhen..,.r the tenor sot applause his tao. broke into. 

d.lishUul box.r's grin . '!he au.e1o w •• aU tbere but the 

o cmduotor see.-d to lie teaoh11l6 it to the orchestra .. 

sh. went alO1l6, aorall,.-h.re Were the not.s, thla 18 

how lt w •• wrltten and thl. waa how It .uat b. plared: 

obvlous! When .he dld lnterpret the ausio it was 

'taotion', showiJl6-ott. But luokll,. .h. got tired or 
that nrr .arl,.. Th •• oprano sans 11k. Ara1da oall._ 

her ohiokens. In pa •• ion.t. aoa.nta ahe w •• like 

Araida being tiokled. .n the tenar was d11116 .t the 

.nd the 0 horus looked CIl 11k. tarura in a slaught.r 

hous.. '!h. th1116 dragg.d CII1 until on. in th. lIorn1ns . 

Gianni waa with U8, dressed up to the nints. TWo .. ab 

awa1 sat the tattoH who had tound us our hcws.--he 
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roared 'Brnal ' 81'ter one of the soprano's ari .. aa it 

IIhe'd IItruok a olever bargain at the oattle .arleet (a4a1r­

ing her without 'hinking her hClllest) . 1he ... U with 

whloh everrooe wal 1apregnate4- -awe.t srus, voloanio 

11011 and oO ..... lIhit--dritted aorolls the open aud1 'oria 

towarda the gasping .inger s and aingled wlth the oheap 

oig .. tte w . All the people with windows looking GIl 

to the square had their lightll turned ott , br speclal 

request of the tawn h 11, 110 as not to lntertere wl th the 

pertormanoe, but belng Ital1an ther kept 00 tinding things 

to vlalt theee roo. tor , and eV8rr tew aoments a light 

.. nt up .elt-etfaoing17 and then out ee&1n. Flees were 

draped OI1t or the window. above thll stage tor the last 

soene. At ourtain oaU the Itase .. a a Ohoaoe . 1he 

pr1nOlpal oharaoters sot &ixed up With the stagehan4e , 

while the applause thundered through the night . 1!le 

baa. , who got the bSsg .. t hand of the evening , had a 

theraos naak with hia and was busU,. opening It . 

Ther sot the auaio rlght , acre or les.. BellW 

verd1 pertoraed br oxen, there ... southing na turd about 

it: but of courlle oxen have no lIense ot draIIIl . 

It _de .. th1nk , 'No sense of arll1tooraor, no art . ' 

Ar1etooraor Manll the abll1tr to IIhow 70uraelt naked 

(that 111, in &n7 etate) to the world: to be a l1vins and 

walk1ng denlal at orig1nal II1n . It was knooked out at 

Italian l1te br the Oounter RetormatiCill three hundred 

years ago. Yet it started in Ital,.. lIIported troa 

Greece . It e .. rged, the Greek lnfluenoe, in Ohri.t-
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ianiq-. And then Chl'i.ti aniq- at_ped it out OIl 1. 

own doorstep. The Churoh took over tro-. the prinoe. and 

the dukes. The art went down. 'l!le Ita+ian ~g1n&t1C1l 

wallowed brietl,. in baroque, then petered out, t ... d . 

+ + + 

Another strike ot the aezzadri . There were dozena 

ot aotor-oycles outaide the south sate . The,. are asking 

tor sClle t~a of peasant ownerahip: the state should take 

over the responsibilities ot the landlord. Gianni and I 

passed a tield where the .neat 1&,. unout . . The thiok, 

solden eara were droop1ng • 

ae olllle 1n the evening and Sa"e ua a spe oh CIl the 

need tor asraian reton" Srain produotion 1n Ital,. had 

som down unbeUna1tl,. in tbe last tew rears, he said . 

A8 acre and aore people lett the land and le8S wine , wheat , 

barle,., oil, li"e.took were produoed, 80 prioes went up . 

As a result of the hisher prio .. the workers aade aore 

pa,. deaanda , and this aent the prloes up still turther. 

Rnd result: ohl1~ I ae sald we needed & a7at_ 11ke 1n 

RuSsia , where the stat e oontrolled n8l'1th1ng . I aa14 

to tU8 that the 8tate oould be a XII oruel landlord tOOl 

with whioh he pro ptl,. agreed . (Onoe he haa made a 

speeoh he will otten agree With the opposite arsuaantl 

the speech was onl,. a rhetorioal. exeroise whioh IlU8tn ' t 

be interrupted, like a atatue soulpted not tor lts truth 

but tor rtial and aonuaental enda ~. 

The 0 uni8 t part,. , where Gianni learned all this , 
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has it. headquarters tn the lesser of the two halves ot 

'town'. 'I'he aatn square has one soolally OK road lead­

ing out ot it, and another less OK road leadins troa the 

other slde. 'I'he CP headquarters are tn & deep-bowelled 

shop, with a bar just tn81de the doorway. In the even1D6s 

and on week-enda it throbs Wlth juke-box gusl0 and lts 

doorway 18 or eel w1 th .en . S ot the. brlng out 

ohair to stare lnto the narrow roadway . When there are 

lots ot toursists the 0 unist youths atare into the 

roadway as 11' they had tt.d the revolution tor next 

orn1ng and the tourists (tradltionally rioh and Without 

a care tn the worl4, V4b When they are selt-evidently 

working ola88) were the toroes of reaoUc:n whose is all 

but over. 

'I'he CP has taken over the tunotions at the Church. 

It is the plac where tha s_11eat aan '8 troubles w111 

be heard, where jU8tioe 18 a.ted out pr1vately. It 1s 

a club. Dino, wh you k hia Where he i8 ott to tn 

the eveniDs, w111 aay. 'Al paruto&'-to the party. 

No c:ne we kno would harcn,. dare not to be • allber. 

Ita card ia a oertlticate ot deoenoy. 

lit graduall,. ent round the looal part,. that .... 

were 'all rlght' . In the old da,.s the Church would have 

had to glve the s&. soolal approval . S Boolal. power 

doe st111 11. wlth the Church. Not even part,. It era 

oould disregard the soolal. verdlot ot a priest enUrely. 

In the 8trangest 01. whioh onl,. Italy tn her seoret 

heart oould explain , the two work eloee11 t<8ethe . 
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~e,. prOYlde a d~ble apearhead to tlnd ~t lt people 

are prepotanM. arrcgant. too torward. Natural. Ill'l'cganoe 

haa to be t .. ed in the ItaUan. It haa been t ... 4 hl,tor-

10all,. and it ls t_4 again 1n e"er:r ohild. An 014 

wl,dea 8hows that it has been the 'ouroe ot terr1tl0 

,,101enoe all over the penin,ula. !tal,. hal ahaken wlth 

1118 ",ul te tor 08 nturle,. So the tlret thing ,.~ learn 

when ,.ou U"e _ong the. 18 to blde JOur tiM ln a dl'asre .. 

.ant, and -.lntaln a show ot respeot tor the other .an. 

Riap.tto ls an alwa,.s aore used word. YClU hear lt en 1'9'-­

in the doou..ntarlea about eouthern Ital,.: 're.plOtS'. 

'the 8Rplo,.ers show us no respeott'. 'we aU8t ha"e reeplOtl' 

Foreisn.r. have tre'peot' tor eaoh otber--not Itallans: 

,.CAl hea' it all the tt.a. A great tight 1, going en tor 

re'peot. It 18 push1ng the 014 Ital.,. under. 

Nobod,. .. ema to want to 1»117 the hundred. ot heotarell 

ot tertUe land that are being abandoned. paolo the 

IIhepherd dreams ot being a buhher. but With the lIame 

mone:r he oould bu,. a pleoe at land Whloh would ne"er loae 

lta "alu.. The tattor"-the lIgent. who 1n an,. other 

o~ntr,. w~d be the new olaao ot landlords now-are 

lIimpl,. entrepreneur, who hate flate and hou", in town 

and want to IIta,. ttwre, wUh a, little d1r"t dealing 

wlth the hard-headed pea,ants .. p08811»le. Pe.eant, 

w111 wrangle tor h~'oyer a k110 ot 'ugar. The,. are 

on thelr guard, it 18 in their blood. at a time When 

,001et7 ls entering a 11quld-mon..,. industrlal ,tas', 

trom an aarloul tur&l. vlrtuall,. feudal one. 

I watoh the pigeons outald.. 'Ihe two IIquabe are 



• 

• 

- 84. -

dark and sort-teathered, and ara ted by tbUr par nta 

until they have a r8&st tull ot tood . 1'h y are tun rea41 

to tl1. But th.y pester their mother to br1Dg them tood 

.. betore, peok1Dg at her neok. She retus... And th'1 

are oonatraln.d tlrat to t11, and then to becin p.ok1Dg or 

t heir own acoard-to 'do th.lr 01iln ahoppinS', aa Cino •• ye. 

+ + + 

We drove to the aea through Volterra and toun4 • 

aorapP1 bathing place oalled 1'he Llttl. Boat Where the 

beaoh had an amazing brilllano. , like white beee abin1ns 

in the aea . 1'hla Is because ot a 80da taotor,y near b1, 

whloh empU s 11:8 st. 1111; 0 the •••• TheY've ma4e a 

pleasant dark restaurant ot wood , low and Wide like. 

plantation house . 1'h. aun was misty and burned quickly. 

The uaual stOl'll1 oame up Inland, reaohing us eetl"ly in the 

atternoon, 1fItth a little ra1l1 . AS we weI" 8tro11118 alone 

the beach a :yoWlg girl ran up to us ,rom a convent group 

and astonished us b:r sa;r1Dg, 'Per penlt nza slet. dl 

oarnaslone blanoa '-- 'a. a penanoe, you haT. white sk1nll ,-

the hurried back to the o~er girls With a s1881e. sa 

we walked past them later the;r _1" all :r1n8 their !I!. 
Marla. solemnl:r. Sh. prob.bl:r 414 It tor a bet . _ got 

home with the a16ne of our penanoe burned awa:y .,. the sun. 

The 0 ourta:rard was a blaze of 7ellow 11sht. and the tall 

oypress outUde was like a great black oon against the 

brightness at the haystaok at Ita s4de . Apparentl:r no 
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rain had taUen. 'lhe sun "a. just going down. 

~. big thresh1ng machines have been at work. 'lheT 

oreak and rattle thelr waT towar4s the tama at a snall ' • 

paoe, gre t red-painted att'alrs Wlth belts and Wheels 11ke 

a ohUd'" invetntion. TheT spew out the waste ohatt throush 

a long pipe, and paok the straw into wlred bales . 'lheT 

uem a s tunninslT labClUJ'osav1ng thing tor Ul.1s res1on. 

Paolo the shepherd orune by With tour sheep and tried 

to ateer them into one at our empty plghouaes with a t1ok. 

'!'hey were badly fr1shtened and ene soaped, but returned 

from alarm at f1nding h rselt alone. He had to oarry- them 

ln one by eno , holding them by the rump and the sorUff of 

the neck. And thore they .ta,-.d, in darlcne.8, Wlth hardlY' 

room to turn in, all nisht. I pUt a tin ot water in. 

and they drank thirst11y, wlth a long, nolseless, suoking 

motl00 . In the morning they re loaded en to a truok 

with other goats and Bheepoo-thrOlfn roughlT in like bae;. 

ot grain . 'l'hey are tor t2.nMd meat, be1ng s10k ani.mllla , 

ao paolo tells us . '.!he words 'for tinning' seem to be 

interohanseable tor 'slok, where an1mals are oonoerned . 

G1ann1 a nae our 0 a10ern about the sheep and laugha . 

111e ohloken he br(A1ght us last week 18 stUl walkins about 

the oourtyard allve. our exouse ls that we want it to 

laT essa, but he aay. 1t's too young, and probably male • 

'!'he oth r hens resent the ne omc- and take a peok at 1t 

now and then. 

When w were sitting down to the evening meal Gino 

cel.led up fran the c Clll'tyarc1 and the dog started barking 
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like mGd. 1\18 LUthBr-l1ke prleet Was below. It was 

hls tirst vlsit. He has tM tiny 92 to ~loh CAlr 

house belCll6s, his vUles b ing a kilometre away--a 

oluster ot hOUlleB the oolour ot the earth, on top or a 

hill . He saw I " a eatinG and said h uldn't diaturb 

u but wCllld walt in the oourtP'l'd until .. were ready-­

there was no hUl'17. He spoke oalmly and quietly, with 

t1m1d glances . He ls a pal , thin man in hls late torUe. , 

and moves in a pa1ned way, more a monk than a pr1est. 

Dino told us he was the son ot a peasant, had worked 1n 

th t1elds as a ohild. And he was good--so good! 

The word 'sood' always oarries a Slight 1nferenoe at 

ineptitude in Italian. There 18 even 8 prover oonneot­

ing the t • 

ii 1ns1sted on his oom1ng upstairs, and he sat w1th 

us at table en the baloony overlook1n6 the road, w1th a 

glass ot Gino's Wine in trent or h1m. He had bl'Ousht ua 

8 bag or pears , the t1rst ones or the seuOll, small and 

green, tran his 0 treea . 

On ot tbs t1r.t qusst101ls was, were We oatholios' 

No, protestants . 

'But the same Ohrlst, ' I add d. 

I told him 'protestant' r ally meant we were in­

that we found oursleves in--a oertain 'h1stor1oal ait­

uaUoo' • It meant nothing 1n terms or real beliet. 

History had cut us ott trom Rome in suoh 8 way that whUe 

w tel t at heme in an Italian ohuroh we d1dn't belorg • 

He sald he'd been reading a book ot medltatloos by 
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a Dut~ prlest that artemoon, in whloh lt .a. wrltten 

that to try to bring the dlfterent ohurche. t(Sether wa. 

' an aot ot God'. In the ecumenioal oounoil in Rome, h. 

aai4. they were diaousaing the p08sibility or the queen 

of England agr e1ng to the atatus or politioal head of 

state while aoknowledging the pope as the head or ohrist­

lani tr. Be poke in a stransely s1 mple w y--as it the 

queen would in 80ll11!1 W8Y be forgiv.n her past. And pro­

testants, he hoped, would be 'reoeived' into the Ohurch. 

''!bat would be won~ rtul.' he sald, 'to bring aU 

the churohes toeethor' (under Rome). 

Be looked at the Whole.al bread we were eaUng and 

asked ln a curious way. 'Is thBt speclal bread?'. I 

think he was quite prepared to hear th t it was protestant 

ritual bread. We told him we had it mixed ourselves . 

' German' bread, w. oalled it . 

'Invece noi-', he said, 'now we em the other hand 

haTe a dltterent habit, we eat it white . we're used 

to It.' 

When we got to the dessert 8tage w. aSked him to 

join us and ott.red him some paooorino ohe Ie and an. ot 

h1s own pears . To our surprise he said oalmly, 'I'll 

try your bread-just a 11ttle elloe.' lout him two 

v rl811;1e., one baked at a 'tom' bakery and the other 

trom the Agn reUI ' s aor 118 the valIer. Be d lch 't Ute 

elther. Be sald they tasted of the 's .. d' ot the wheat. 

Glannl joined and made ~ polite nod at the priest , 

with 'Buona sera. reverendo'; 
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'Yes , ' Gianni sald, 'I believe white read i8 lack1Ds 

in vltamins---lt has none 01' the substanoe 01' thelr.---.', 

pOinting to the wholemeal slloes on the table . 

' OUr prlest doesn ' t think so ,' I sald . 

~Of ' the priest replied, 'It ' . a question 01' habit--­

bread tor us 1s White , and I don't think e Gould ever get 

used to th other.' 

Glanni was restless in hl. presenoe. He k pt looking 

acfoss the valley in 8 Y arntns Sat't or Vla1 , as it tro tre .. 

dome The prlest gave hi m a kindly but C oottrained and 

perhaps wary smile whenever he spok . Glanni got up trom 

his ohair frequently and .looked over the balcony, 11t • 

cigarette , tapped his foot (Xl the ground. 

'.ianni 1. seen at ohuroh verr l ittle,' the prl at 

sald with a sm11e , pale and qUiet . 'I dooft think he '. 

been slnoe ohUdhood--' And he turned a qu .. t1on1ns 

look at h1m. 

Gianni smU d ohal'lllingl.1 and sald nothing. I broke 

in With , 'But he ' a rellgious ,' 

' Oh 1es ,' s81d the priest doubtfully , 'He's good. 

Bis mother's a tine wanan , brought h1m up 11. She ' . 

r eal11 rel1tloua . She ' s done ft'errth1ng tor h r ohUd­

r n,' and he gave Glanni another quick look. 

He returned to our first 8ubjeot and said h was 

interested in what I ' d said about our t1ndlne oursel ves 

in an ' historical situation'. He gave us What se me to 

be the ott1olal Italian version or Henry Vlll: that th1a 

king asked the pove for a divorce 1'rcm catherlne , but 01' 
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OourS8 the pope wasn't able to grant 1'0, the honeat 

tellow. And then throUgh 'patr1ot1am' Henry had out 

him 1t ott tran Rome and declared himselt spir1tual 

head ot England . 

only ten ar so people c ~e to hls sunday morning 

mass, he s81d With th~ traoeof a determined look, as 1t 

he'd long ago sot used to the hurt thll1 offered him. H. 

felt himself lucky to haTe these ten, he 8ald. The,. 

.er. 11 wo,en and chUdren. RYen t war oame to h1s 

ohm:oh 1n the h1lls, where he holdS mllSs two hours later .. 

Clearly, he can't understand 1t. He seems to tr" 

to, his head a little on one s1de . The ChrisUan stCll!"1 

1s so clear to him: why should people ~nt to otter 1t 

otteQoe? It seems story ot respeotabi11ty tor him--­

touohed with e1mple grace aId goodness. Obey and respeot 

those abOTe you. And all round him there are people who 

refuse to Go that . 

He asked if' we'd met the tem11y up the h1U, the 00.l.p1. 

we rarely see, with the daughter . Yes , we'd met them, 

but they were always sunk in \'Iork, I Said , haTing e1sht 

hectares ot land to look atter. He paused, as he n 1'17 

always does atter a statement , to let it enter his head 

810wly and paintully, then, 'Ab yes,' he said, 'they 

have a lot ot work. Too muoh.' And, 'Now they' re 

religiOUS people. '!bey oome ~ church. They're 

good. V ry respons1ble.' 

yet to me they seem less good, in th 1r hearts, than 

other people here. I nodded non-c0IIJII1tally: atpr all. 
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how oould I lenow, Bu~ l1rf 1mpreadon rell8ina • 

We JIIla~ OOJllll ~o a .. h1m in ~he nen1ns, he a&1d, to 

aampl. hia win. and wa~oh TV. HO would take ue round 

aan. ot hie little olalroh.a--OD. at them .. nt lIaok nino 

hundred yoar.. H. baa a twrt.ontll-oenftrJ wooden 

oruoifix in !lia .aoriatl, he aayo. 

w. t.lt •• t~led lIy hia Ti.i'. It mad. ua t .. l 

sater. 'DU. 11 .tUl ~h. pOWOl' at ~llo Churoh. We 

11010118. Hia TieU ,. watohed lIy ~he peaeanw. n SiT •• 

saUdaoUOD, meana w. haft nluo.. But we mus." 

lIeoomo ohuroh-oato .ither. ~t would 1I1aonn ua a~ 

onoe. A nl0. ~lano. io ~he Ita11an ldeal. 

And he .. a tho tirat penCIl at leiaur. we'd apoken 

to tor montha. only the Church pUn.,.. a dream in the 

Itallan oCllUltryaide. n sov. rna and adm1nbter. the 

power to dream. n b1'1ns. ~he only te.lins at a ou! tun 

tha~ the fielda allow tllOllllolfto. .lnd ao, at th18 t1M 

.hen tbe Cb.uroh 18 out att trom p.ople, tbere ia no 

dr.... 'Die land liea .ait1nS and Tort .Ull. CIIlly 

the tiny ohurch, and the putar'. houa. hussiDS it like 

a miniature Tilla, is a po •• ll1l. otart1ns plao. tar 

ldylle, tanoy. 

Atter h"d sot into hls oar with the la.t 800d lI,.. 

ho pushed open tho door and oalled ~t to me, 'Here", 

in hie alow wa1, a. lt walUns to "ro\lttt.d. 'I'TO 

lIroUSllt y~ sOllleth1nS to read.' 

HO Saft m. thr.. sazine., two ot Whioh d.alt wlth 

tho paa t Ut. ot th. n.. pope in the ina1pld way at Italian 
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eool.elastloa! humbug. It wa. part ohurch-polltl0., 

part atate-politioa, mued together in a d11't7 mes. CIt 

propaganda tbat a duok wOUldn't swallow. 

What oan the prleat otter Giann1 that Gianni wouldDT 

800tt at and d1.dain? Well his own tr&11t7 and goodne ... 

ibe.e are enough perha~. But apart trom tbat CIll.7 old 

maid', tale., auoh aa that it 7~ . pell God w11lh •• mall 

's' 7~ ere ahowins H1m dluespeot, or that 1t 7~ .tan4 

on ,.~ te.t nd aa7 the al'l6elua at twent;r ~u_. put 

dUB 70U are more religioua than .CII1ecme Who doean't. 

No one will awallow the pathetio stutt IIZlJ' more. 

, It is beoau_ ot Gianni's goodne .. , and Dino", 

and Gino's, that ever,. ohuroh in It&17 ha'n't, been ra.ed 

to tb8 groun!!. And. paradoxioal17, thls goodne •• CIt 

tblt11's was glven tp them b,. tlw Church. 

The Chur~h is at the ol1max at an internal retorm­

atlon. Ita .llWDboJumbo. lta pe~t7 hlerarohie., it. 

d086e4 philistine exolu81on., i. olub moralit;r. 

are P.i.appearing to 8ave the .tor7 ot Chri.t trom 

beooming an it~m in the eno,.llopedia. 

The storm t ,111. arternoon brilusht more rain than u.ual 

and l •• s 118)ltning. ~e h.at 1s all in81tW thl hOUle 

now. 'ale storm •• eu to mOTe trom place to plaoe e.,e:r:r 

4&7, aooording to a t1m.lta1tle. Fir.t, whUe the .. n 1a 

.tl11 strOll6, at lunohUme, there i. tbe t11'.t rl1101e ot 

thl1D1er. WI take in e.,.rrthing trom the balo0l11-

oha11's. tableoloth, oushion.. iben the .un geta usUer 

and hotter. as the thunder draw. neer, in the oourse CIt 
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about an hour. 1h "tor ltselt "reeks slugg1ahl,., 

wUh perhapa only cme 01' two tleroe moments . '!he oloudIJ 

11e OTer the valle,. untU earl,. .veniDg. when .un116ht 

returns tor the l •• t red Slow. !he etteot ot the rain 

18 to _ke a thlok heat-mist the next morniDg . It 

aeepll along the ftUq and turna the ' town' into a shadow 

hang1n8 on oloucla, burnished by the nn liD a medallion 

su.pended trom. th .ky • 

Another strike ot the mezzadrl . Giannl told us 

about a 1:I1g meetins he'd been to in Slena, organised, '0,. 

the oOlllllunlsts. H. gave another ot hls apeeobes . H. 

aald that whUe lt was right to work, and to work hard , 

it s W1'0Il8 to work hard when tbere "un't a orust at 

bread at homa . Wa. lt r~ht, he •• ked _, alppiDg hl. 

vln anto, that the n whO oUltivated. the land an4 dld 

.u tba oho1'8s should e:lft halt hl. produoe to .~on. 

who dld noth1n8? Here I Interrupted . I sa14. that the 

mezzadro sl"stem he worked under dl<bl't s " .m .0 1»a4 u -
h18 amplOl"er. took none of the produoe, and le .. than 

halt the proo •• da trom the oattle . But he 0Dl,. 811.U.4 

at me oonnlvSnglf. '!he p aker at the m.eUns, he .ald , 

had 1»een moUo 1n 6 .... , ''"1'1 oapa1»le', and knew ae IIIlOIl 

about the rural sltuation as 8D)' peaaant . 111e had 

told them, with same humcur, a out the 'Urad and ove­

worked ox' that started Us 3ourne,. in the DU'Oh. at • 

hundred and tltt;y lire. kilo and ended in RODII at on. 

thousand, five hundred 11re a kilo and was renll!lle4 'veal'. 

'Marvellous the transmigrations that take plaoe 
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nowadaysl' the speaker had sald. 

And then there were the taxes and levles on the 

land that went lnto government ootter. and never oame 

out again. Millions upon ml1110nl 01' 11re had _een put 

lnto a 'tund' to provlde the peasants wlth pandons and 

medioal benetlts, and to modernise th land . At the 

end 01' thls month tile goverlUlllnt would han to aooount 

tor th18 'tund' and how It had Hen spent, I)ut the govern­

ment oruldn'tl 'lbe 'tund' had been 'loat' y a oertain 

Seoretary General---a natlon'. agrioultural tuture had 

been 'lost' I here had they been 'lost', those mUllens? 

lnto whose pockets had they I)een 'lost'? had they b .. n 

'lost' into nioe villas In the oruntry, with swimming 

pools and servants, into various 'land-modernisation 

sohemes' whloh were private In nature and benetitted 

only a handfull ot rloh and unworthy people who should 

be drElf3sed before the bar at law and lndloted tor the 

equivalent ot treaaen? 

No wonder, Giannl sdd, that 'we o ()III!!!Ilnlsts ' have 

suoh suooess at the eleotlons, when thing. 11ke tbat go 

on. 'And the Church oan't help usl They 3ust tollow 

on. NoW they're retorming themaelves-I)eoause they've 

got to.' 

A wonderful humanity plays on Glanni's taoe samettm.a , 

when he gazes into the aiatano . 'lbe 11ght was almost 

tinished a. he talked on the baloony, and the valley on 

t he other side at the road lay st111 and shadowy. 

Guido Agnarelli who was passing below in his heavy oot_ 
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called up to us. Vie stood talking to h1m. He'd 

hen to a r1un1me 1n 'town', he said, a meeting connee ... 

ad .1th the strik.s . He has been 111 w1th k1dney 

trouble and looks thlnner, lell8 like the 'brigand'. He 

spoke in a tired and disgruntled .a1. He doesn't 11ke 

the ldea at separating trom hll1 brother. 

+ + + 

At about ten last n1sht .e telt a tremor under the 

earth that lasted ten or twenty seconds. 

gene to bed. At Urat, halt dOZing, I had the 1llue1m 

that we were stUl 1n ROIIIa and that th1s W88 the rumble 

at a truck in the street lIelow, shflk:lns our palazzo. 

Then I realised we .are 1n hushed countryside. 

Today lVe heard that at dawn there had been an 

earthqUake in Y\1Solsavia k1l1ing, acoording to t1rst 

reports, about tive thousand people . 

Later there "ere reports at earth tremors along 

the Italian coast clOlle to Franoe. 

Dino told us thllt Gu1do .lgnarell1 and his brother , 

with their fam1l1ell, are leaving thl$ vall y. '!'heir 014 

padron ..... -.hom they call • orook, whUe Dino calla h1m 

t a n10e old st1ck'---w11l be lett With a large house 

and a podere ot over ten heotares .ith no one to "ork 1t. 

He asked Dino despa1ringly today, ' What oan I do to keep 

them there? I haven't the money to employ .orkers by 

the day. Where can I find another family? Wh1 are 
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they mov1ng? I~ll glve them anytlUng! Silt I oantt g1 .... 

them l1l1 blood" And Dino's answer w8a, with hls broad 

optimlstl0 smile, 'Town'S the tashlon now S' 

We spent the next evening wlth Guldo and his brother 

but they sald nothing about the move . We talked a out 

the last war . Suddenly Guido burst out .wlth, 'The trouble 

wlth MUIIsol1nl "as that there was only one at himS There 

ought to have been tltt;v thousand Mussolinls1 People 

need to be told, do thls, or baoks to the wallS Then you'd 

see them fly" And he flung h1s brother 8 resenttul. 

look. 

The brother. Who ls tall and thin and said to be 

'nervous' (that ls, glven to a~er), repl1 d in a mUd 

way , 'Oh, you know, l118s01inl IlIAlde a big mistake getting 

mixed up w1th a G rman madman, and try1ng to oreate a 

world empire.' 

'That '8 .1gbt,' hls wite sald, 'he ought to han put 

Italy 1n, order tlrst .' 

¥/hen they leave---and it no one takes their plaoe-­

nearly the whole valley between here Rnd 'town', apart 

trom the poder. belOnging to pesoWe. w111 lie alaandon4d 

Boll, used tor shoep grazlng at best, it the shepherds 

don't all de01de to move as weU. For mile. amund. 

the v1neyards hav begun to deter1orate . There are 

almost no young people worklng the land today • 

Guido lookS more and more disgruntled. w.nen we 
• trolled over there this evoning wo t ound him lying en 

a grass bank by the house, s1lenoe, slumped 1n the dusk. 
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'Hullo,' he .a1d softly. 

I'm taking the cool a11' .' 

He hat.s to leave. I can't under.tand wlO' th., 

don't go to the1r landlord and make a d.al. Gu1do would 

do it )ut hi. )roth.r wanta to ~eocm. a riokla18r in 

'town'. He talks about industries a. if they wl1l saT • 

• nryth1ng. H. a,ka , ' '1 oan't taotorl •• b. ullt 

round the town'? Why are there r.gulations l1m1tinS 

faotorl •• to the outskirts, just to l)l'es.rn the panorama" 

Beoause of tourism, w. sayt beoaus. taotorl •• oan 

be put anyWhere; and beoause th.y're ugly, whloh tile 

panormam. 1sn't~ 

'!lut.' he goes on, 'I'd 11k. to know scmethlns, 

and I've· heard the point disoussed in piazza, how 18 lt 

that people oan plant as many trees as they Uke? 

Plnes, for 1natanoe? A whole tarest ot plnes hu "een 

planted just outsi.de the t"'n 1n reoent 1881'S, and th1a 

has )egun to obsoure the panormama. I~ are tM)' allOlf­

e4 and faotories not? ' 

Pin.s and ppl.ndld panoramas aren't a oontradiotion , 

we eay, but faotorles and panoramas ar.. P1nes can be 

out down, and they don't pollute the air. 

'And then, ' I sa1d , 'we'v. d.atrgyed enough already . 

Where I was born there wa.n't a tree in siGht, the sq 

was always dark wlth smoD. w. wer. suppo ad to Uve lik • 

maoh1ne • • ' 

But this 1s loat on tbam. They s1mply gaze at ma o 

Industries mean 11 prosresso. Th •• e are lnt.rchangeabl. 
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worda for them. Unl1ke the Ensl1eh lallourlng olaase. 

whontousht lndu.trr .tep 117 .tep and sma.hed the maohine., 

the Italians _.It it with exoitement . ~7 oertain people 

in the IIl1ddle ola •• aee the d8D6tr .ignal. 

Dino aaked us to oome to aee hla ntW tlat again, thl. 

t1me in honour ot Armida'a flnt .,lalt . Now tht wal:t. 

an flnl.hed and the door. art sorewtd on. 

\'/hen you a.k Arlll1da What ahe feels allout moving .he 

never repli .. , only ahr\1s. and milk .. a slisht puzzled em11t . 

Wt took along a lIottle of s wmantt as a aurprl .. , and when 

they were look1~ through the rooms I opentd It wlth an 

enormoua pop Whloh brought thtm hurrylng Into the kitohen . 

Itwaa stioky muok, aerattd 8U6ar .. wattr, n Italian 'o.bampang' 

that was never near a vlneyard ln its lite . The exploelon 

wa. ao loud tbat nothing n tural oould bave oauaed U . 

It no more armed our hearta than a lalloratary txptr1meDt . 

Armida was douUtul all the Uma, peerlng a out tht 

plaot at the risht new tapa and ahining t11ea and marlll. 

floora and little pl aUo ahutters . iihen Dino asked her 

'to .a7 a wordt- in hl. ereot , laughing way, hls head. 

thrown lIaok aUffly , she a1mply turnd her head aWII7 11ke 

a yams glrl. 

She wanted to lnaptOt the other thrt flata ln the 

lIU11dlng, to aee lf they were lIetoter . She oame to the 

oonolualon that they were , thoush Dino's roolll8 ha.,e the 

lIest view and are on the ground floor . She towd a tin7 

defeot in the bathroom and Dino gave her n BdIIl1rlns 

look , aaying he'd passed lt by a hundred times . 
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From one of the mndo.. overlook1na the valle,. 

he polnted OIl' Pellollle 111 the U-tanoe, 8iI111ing re4. 

And near lay he polnted out a _mall modemleed hOl1lle. 

''!'hat lIelonse to a pilot, Be' e leaving and he'. lett1Ds 

the lend go to waste--he doean't oar.,t Bis hand .wept 

aor08 s hlllt the valley. 

Armlda seam d talntl,. 41atraoted and aad on the war 

laaok. The bathroom, ahe oomplained , wa. ' eo 8mall' 

(never haTing had B bathroom in her lite , even a lIath). 

I th1nk she means small aa t1gura---as • thing to eUaplay. 

abet wl11 she do wlthout her oh1oken8? Atter .. 

dropped her at hOlll8 we heard oal11ns them lov1nsly , 

for halt an hour ar mare , as it to oelebrate her return. 

She has over a hundred ot them. She outs grass 1n the 

t1eld opps01te our fouae tor her rabbits . She lk8.1Iy 

with a load balanoed on her head ev ry day. It msana 

nothing tar her to brlns dr1nking water from halt a mile 

away on her shoulders-two oena h8Dglns trOll1 a st81'1'. 

We do it too, but we 1'111 two larse plasUo oonta1l1er. 

that wAll last us * vera! dB¥8 _ 

~ promised our priest thet we wculd be at h18 

Sunday mIlSs and we ent With Gianni . 'ale ohuroh 18 

no 1116881' than a arne The titteenth-oentul'7 oruoi1'lz 

he'd told us about hung over the altuo, ltleok and 8mooth 

as ebony. There were s1x othera 111 th oonsregat1on . 

woman and girlS, and two b01 servers, or18tanl. 1th 

wh1te smooks shoved untidily over th8ir ard1nary olothes . 

our priest looked v n more like a m~. H spoke 

801'tly and remotely . as h does in C onversat1on, h1. 
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fao. pal., dlatraugM. on. at the ltor .erTlr. had the 

jolt at r-.ding from a .orapp,. pamphl.t, Whloh de80r1) •• 

• v.r;y .tep in the ma .. in Italian. LaUn 18 now OIlt • 

'Tb. prl •• t now a.,.. a pra;y.r ot gratltud.... ~o;y~ 

kn...... w. w111 now .a,. t~ether... stand up ••• 

'Dl. pat.r noeter, on ;Ycalr kne..... Stand up... 111e 

prl •• t now otter. "read and wlDil t whloh turna to the n .. h 

ot Chrl.t. on ,.our kn •••. ' He read it halUngl)', 

llk. an 111.gill1 •• hopping l1st, and evel'1 t1me he mad. a 

mi.take he looked up and turned a moet delighttul 'broad 

mile towards on. ot the girl. in th. oongregaUon, a. 

it he'd d~ lt tor her, to plea.e. BCD time. th.re was 

a long pau .. while the prie.t, half ltowed at the alter, 

turned and whlspered to h1lll what he shcatld reed next, 

and there followed long .. oond. of page-turning and 

finger-l1oking and .hrugg1ng and .ign1ng, then, in the 

shopping-l1st vol0., 'Let us pra;y.' For en hour or 

more we were "ollUng up and down Ilke oork •• 

Afterwards we walked round the empt;y ohul'Oh and 

our pri .. t .howed us the dor1llt,.. He told us that 

the prized oruo1tix had 0 eme to the village 0Ill;y a 

o.ntury and a half ago--th. pri •• t ot that t1me he4 

ltcalght if otf on. of Napol.cn '. troop.. In the .aorl.tr 

w. fcatnd another oruolfix whloh h •• &14 was JIl8de of pla.ter 

and '1nsratistio' 'but 1t anythlng it 18 nl0.r thlD the 

other on. and 1. aotua11,. _d. of wood . A thiok lay.r 

ot p1a.tar ls spr.ad oyer the wood to take 001.0111'11. 

H. show.d US his vastment., whioh ar •• urpri.ing1;y .plendld~ 

a Whole wardroM . Tbere w.re magnifioent 'bras ••• oan4el-
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a~ra. He gave me more magazine., "ith their neneer of 

devout oonoern . Oneof' them oentained an attaok en 
, 

Andre Glde aa 'shamal, .. " a sourrilous parasraph en a 

man 'who oalls himselt a 0 cmnuniet . yet hae a o hautteur, , 

and 'a diagnosis of 0 cmnun1am In !tal,.' Whloh IlloIlde .no 

mention of' the agrUan prollltm or the goyernment tund 

whloh 18 sald to have ~een 'lost'. 

He showed us an aroh of' red ~rloks in the wall · of' 

h1a house. It wa8 the relio ot 8 medlaeval hoetel , 

he said . A t that tlme the narrow traok .e were stand-

6ng en had been a pUgrlm's road to Rome . Pro a)l,. 1t 

went trom monaster,. to monuterr 801'088 the hUls • 

'lbe tiny vl11ag' lay silent ramd us. Ve went to hi. , 

house, attached to the ohurch, and mat his sister. 

'i'CIl go into a 0001 hall with a )ara room h,.ond *are 

the 'I!V sits . No "oOks or eu,. ohair., no signa of' 

think1ns . 'lb. kite,hen as al.&1' ,1. the oentre ot lite , 

With an old inglenoOk )Ag enough to sit in • . 

'111ere.' h. said, polting at it wUh the slighte.t 

ripple ot pleasure aorOS8 his taoe ,' is where I like to 

.. e ~e8t of' all, in the 1IIlnter.' His si8ter atteotionatel)" 

dusted 80me obalk ott his sl .. ve . 

Hl. mind seems to lurk 801D11where ~ehind hi. word., 

undeveloped . Not one 1111'11' idea seem" to han entered 

his lite, ohanged him. He seems an easier dupe of 

pu~liolt,. than the peasants . Th1a i8 what the,. lik' 

about h1m--his innocence . It means the,. oan d1800unt 

him, nead not tear him. 
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Be'. numlled. 

account at lite . 

somethins hAa · \eon erased trCll1 his 

b de\it and ored1t tigures or eXper-

ienoe ren 't en te"d 8111 more . 

For the tlrst t1me in many days it hoon't olouded 

over ln the ttemoon or rum\led 1f1th d1atant thunder . 

The heat l'II1at (Wbioh began to spread a harmtul tungus 

amons the vines) bu dlsappeared and the day is olear 

and sUll, with the tirst taint suggeation of autum. 

The sunlight glitters like water . ne oan see right 

across th valley as tar as tho hills a ov Siena-­

not a good sisn . The sWllller is pUslns etore lt 

cam into eins. July len't yet out . 

The ox 1'1 th tuberculosls 111 8Ull hore and refusoll 

to put on _ight , in splte ot· \ran and wholewheat. and 

lin.eed added to her grus dlet . She hall a senUUve . 

wlde.o,..d air . She dl.1ike. be1n6 alone and la ~aSn.t 

\elns moved around . All Gino's ettorta to sell her 

have taUed , though he told U8 acme time baok that a deat 

had already. hen made.. So ahe atays . '!'he o~er oxen 

an bought nd aold ut she .tay8 . · She eat. little .. hen 

she 'a alene in the stall, but· 'the moment another ox oOlUa 

in ahe teeds heartily aeain . I think she knOW8 ClUr 

8ounds--the des , the oar, tbe sound at the oana WMn I 

bring polluted wat r trCll1 tho well tor washlns up. 

Now sho has two otber oxon with hor. 1'hey do the 

work and shets the guest . '!'his morn1l:& I .. ent in and 

spoke to her , and she looked rCWld in hsr won1er~ , 

slightly tretful way, ·the zltes ot her eyea show~ . 

And she made me a sort at grunt . llull we w.re awar 
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tor two nights reoenU7 ahe dl4n't .at. Halt an hour 

attc,.. re baok, wUh our famillar scunda, she put 

baok several 10a48 ot torase . 
When I told (Uno that the olas_loOl treatment tar 

tuberculoe18 was plent,. of a11' , and tbat 110 8 rldloulou 

to expect a oreature to m nd in darkn _a nlght and da,., 

he ahook hls head qul.tly and Baid, 'Well , you see, U; 

lan't our hablt to ke p them out. at doors.' Partly 10M_ 

means he would teel rldloulous it he dld keep her out81de . 

But partly he doesn't want to treat her as a l1v1ng 

creature . ibs peasants hlde from oonalder~ tb6U 

animlll.a a8 creaturea, becau .. then there 1. the obl1gat1on 

ot cons:lder1ng what kindness ther ow th m. 

lU,annl eat in the _ack at the car and gave me 

another speech-en whorea th18 U.. H said he hadn't 

toucbed one s1ncc hls arm:v da7s . '.ther. were thr reaacm.a 

aga inn hav1ng a V/tlora: f11'st . they 0 ost more y. a 0 GIld , 

you had to " ar a oontraoept1 va; and thlrd tbe7 diAn '. 

61ve a damn tor you. 

Later he strolled up 10 h111 with us ana we ast at 

the 81de 01' the rooky path, in the stUln sa of tbe atter-

noon . Round us there " 1'$ .ea-shells at every aize, 

aoma ot them barely f08s111sed, so that you could _reek 

them in your hBld . 'Ihey mek 110 .eem that the aea "aa 

here only y aterday. yet the aea 1. over elShty kilometre. 

ott . At Gianni's hOUBsthe earth i8 tlamint red . 

ibls was due to the earth being bur ed by lava in the 

prehistoric ruptlana . ~re is the same tla~ eartll 

near Slena, in the plainS , Where the lava flowed moat , 
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henoe 'Siena red' . We round a snail. , 00lllplnel.1 

tossl118ed. 

IV. talked aDOIIt theae thinss until .. e telt gidd7-

the Io Ase, the prehlstoriO an1Wl18 that stalked or 

tl W Ilbout. the eruptions , the · fleroe earthquak •• that 

thr w up whole mountain ranges . , It was 

and e gazed drowsily aoross the vall.., . 

he'd seen lots of films an the sub3eot. 

rm and sunny, 

Glanni sUd 

H. 3umped to 

his l' at and shOl'led us ho II dinosaur look d as 1 t d18-

appeared sl0l'l1y into II oraok in the earth. 'PBuroso\ ' 

he oreld . ' Feartull ' His eyes .em Dlue when he talka 

like this , though ther aren't: the), seem to hav. the ••• 

in them. H too looks Etrusoan , as I ~in. the itru.­

oans . And . strangest 01' all , h haa thUr 811gbt am1~ 

en hls tao., naturall)'. in r pOll.. It you soulptured 

his heed it wcul.d have th 8ame ·sm1le as the Etru80&Il 

he d---as tb Apollo 01' Vell . 

When you think of thoae dark , oold age. Detore the 

human or a tuN , you ·. a we're one people: the Ktruaoana 

"ere enly yesterday. 

Gino told us that he'd liGen oalled to • 'oenterenoe' 

~y the landlady. She said 8he oculdnat oontinue the farm 

a8 it is now , with h1m taking two thousand lira a day end 

produoing nothing like that in yield . Ba on his sid. 

said that he was unable to manage all the work alene . 

esp 01&11y during th Wheat- harvest and the vendemmia 

(wine harvest) . She was still angry at having a 810k 

ox . He must s 11 It , she saye . ..11 1t quiokl1 . quiokly_ 
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~ut instead he sella one at theother., 'eoaul. it 11 

pregant, and )uys another two tor little more than tlle 

eama pr10e. 

!he tarm here y1elde hardly enough wlne , oU. 'IIhe.t, 

truit or 'YegehU .. to juat1f7 transporting it to the 

market, ar pa"ing taxes on it .. muoh leSs ak:ll1(3 impro'Y'" 

menta. The sale at the oxen pro)aUy oOYere Gino's 

wasea--just. She ae,.., she w111 leave the land to go 

to ruin like everrone elae. Gino aska her. in that oase 

might he rent the land tor his own use on an annual 

)asls? But she won't hear ot lt, as lt would only bring 

her tarty or tUty thousand 111' a year. She wUl e 

toroed to it perhaps. All the a)andcmed land ls )eing 

let in th1a way. gradually, to lndUldual peasants • 

The" tv 111. return as 01ll1er8, and 80 perbapa the land w111 

readjust itselt in UJII8. 

Even runn1.ng this tarm. just keeping the pl.anta 

gOing, seems imposs!)le. The landlad" oan't aftord 

Itags ot oopper sulphate and sulphur tor the eprayinth, ' 

nor the manure and tertiliser. even 1t Gino had time to' 

do all the hoeing he should. In pruning the vin.s he 

leaves too long a stem .tore tring baok---a teohnlque 

that produoe. a igger yleld thls year )ut weakens the 

plant tar next. You oan look atter three or tour 

heotares at land it you 11ve on the spot, )ut he doesn't. 

Most ot hls wc:rk 1s emergenoy wark, to stop the worst 

happening. 

rain threatens. the oburoh )ells .tart ring1r18 
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11k. mad. U8uall,. Dell. D1I10 send. hla .later lnto the 

lieU tower to do tha pulling . 

'Who know.,' he 8.id to me one d87 With. wlaUul 

look, 'it 1t doe.n't .et up .oma sort or vl~r.tlon .D4 

dlsper.e the OlCNd •• ' Se al.o s.ld, 'YCN ... , people 

~elleved that the dev11 oauao4 storu . 1!:Ie devU wu 111 

the naok olCNda.' Se looked into the sq, squinUDS. 

I telt he h.dn't quite given up the idea. 

'l1le .nolent rUe w111 dle soon it it so .. OIl ra1l11Da 

11ke thla, unprediotOl,. and almOlJt ..,e1'7 dar . .. spot 

or r.in in the dog da,.. w.. thousht • danger ~etore, to 

the v1l1e.. BUt now all the,. oan do 1 •• hrug .nd .prq 

harder than ..,er \efare • 

Wh the U.ok OlCNd. ome the p .... nt. light tire8 

too . Smoke dr1fts over the fleld8. 'l1l1. 1 •• aid to 

kee p ott the hail . 

Both owners .nd p .... nte .eem to derlve • mallolCN8 

pl ... ure trom .~andOll1ng the l.nd . It 18 an anolent 

raveng. on eaoh other, thoush it ruins them ~ oth. 

rhey .eem tr1ghtened to think, either 81de . Noth1Da 

oould ~e sUller t~n hav1ll6 a farm hardly ~1gger than a 

field devoted to a dozen d1fterent orops, frult •• nd 

vagetaUes , yet dependent OIl OIle IIIIln alOlle, wUhCNt 

maoll1ne1'7. ro o.p thl., two or thr.e oxen need a mount­

ain of forage twloe • da,. and le.ve the stall tor perhaps 

.even whole da,.. in a montll, tor plougll1ng and outt1Da 

and hauling . It whole tarma 'Hre turned over to wine tile,. 

oCNld oonoe1va\l,. \e worked \1 OIle or two mtD, and would 

, 

\ 
, 
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yield tar more, ewn at the pr sent low prioe. whioh 

genuine wine (q opposed to ohemioallr treated wine) 18 

tetohing. EYer,yene 18 talk1ng these things over • 

'Conoentl'8ted'vineyard8 w111 001IIII In. easy to hoe w1th 

hand maohinery, in dense tUes, not spaoed in terrace. 

w1 th orops _etween them. on the other hand orops .em 

_etween vine. do them good. YOU plant mai.e ene year , 

Whent the next, ltsans atter that . It keeps the _nil 

trah8. And then there are storie. that the eonomtrated 

vineyards are more prone to d1sease, and give speotaoular 

yields tor a limited time Whereas the old 'Yin_ last tony 

years w1thout any troultle. 

MUlti-orop tarming was desianed to supply a large 

tamily w1th all 1t needed . 'Daree generatiCle worked t he 

land Simultaneously trom OI1e tarmhouse . But the SOIlS 

are 1n taotor1es, workshopl now. "'Dle ohildren are at 

sohool . M Gb1ne. and one-orop tarming go tosether, 

the one making the other economioal. on the other haDlll 

maohine. are d1tt1oult to handle in 8IIloIlU, hilly c~try . 

So ltulldoz1n8 has to _. dene. HIDe heve to smoothed 

down, valleys ltul1t up. It 1 •• tarting atreac1y. 

We asked Dino wb.y Faol.o the shepherd didn ' t ltuy a 

deoent pieoe or land at the present throw-away prioe. 

and work 1t himself , 1nstead or getting a ltutoher ' s 

shop 1n oompet1tion w1th a dozen other _etter-experlenoed 

men 1n the sam town, and he sa1d, 'Beoause the land 1. 

d1rty work. t 

Apparently the Agnerel11 rothers d1d go to the1r 

landlord with a propos1tion. Th1s propos1tien, natur-

\ 
\, 
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ally, was that he should give th m a higher percentage 

than the offioial tlttr three percent at the zzadria 

system. But he threw up his hande and sa1d that 'even 

now h oould 'arely pay hie taxe. or ~uy the tertilisera , 

the oono1me t~ teeding the 0 ttle and the fOWl , or mend 

their roots . At a higher peroentage he would have to .,11 

everything, But he agreed to ltuy them a traotor, whioh 

w111 halve their work in the summer and spare the over­

worked oxen. It you lay dom. thirty percent ot the prio, 

at any maohine, the government w111 lOElll you the nst at 

a t 1n1 percentage . 

A speaker in town snid tbat our .lvl1l.atlon now 

depends on a ooheslve agr10ultur , tIlat 1. a real o~t17 

11fe gain. !Ille Anglo-Saxons have turned th ooontry-

81de into a taot0r7. ~e result ls disease, degenerat lon 

ot an1mal vigour and stook , the poi8oning ot the eart h 

and a_ove (111 th ltr d1ng at vast olt)- populatlona 

detaohed trom the real1ties ot ot 11fe . 2.11e answer. 

have to _e d1fterent from the Anglo-saxena ones: _a .. d 

on what men need, not on pur1tan oaloulations ot 'eoonOll\1'. 

It 1s amazing to what extent the old Italy d a 

satist' ctory system at Ute. Whll mezzadr1a tlour1shed 

the tarms were 11ke Jewels, set out on the hl11. 11ke a 

great tertile Jlgsaw puzzle at green and grey and red • 

W1110 trees _urst out red every tew hundred yards . B7 

the early spring they were readJ to _e snipped ott in 

long strands to tle the pruned vlne-atems down wltll . 

The earth was ploughed in 1mpeooa_le parallel lin • 

\ 
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Th men lIIuret wi til health. Some people say that Itall 

always did well , av n in the war . There was alway. some­

thing to be found to eat and drink. :&ven in the south, 

people say , tbs sun healed muoh of the deprivation. 

You oan't look at unemployment figures as you oan in 

other oountries, and judge trom tb m. The Neapolitans , 

tor instanoe , lika to take a jolt tor a tow weekS , or 

months, than throw it up and kiok their heels tor a ltit 

and then look round tor s anething ala . ThGY wen't lta 

maohin . They want to go on savourlng 11te . Th ir 

011it1 to savour 'lUe is one of the most btr ord1nar7 

8univals in a oountry whioh haa lteOom8 lmuatrial and 

oopes with altout thirty ml1lion tore1gn tourists a y ar e 

TheD ther are the plent1tul ohuroh holida1s , the 

Rapultlio days and Independanoo days and Viotor1 days . 

Thls airange land keeps a -trle of lite among lta poor'" 

eat whloh on11 deliberatell selt- lilterated people in 

other lands aohleva . They keep tlldr palatea and , 

underneath the drudgery , a peraenal, soltlsll treedom. 

:&:Ve1'1 Italian Is a vasrant . EVOry Ital1an wanders CI1 

t he tao of the earth, alono. He has no tri ods . 

When lOU know that you mow Italy • 

+ , + + 

The tatter oame on behalt ot the l andlaq and 

pe pad into the downstairs or 'peasant' rooms . H. 

1s negotiating wlth a tam11y to taka ocoupation in Jan-
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uary, he says , and to rent the land and half the house . 

Gino will rent part of the land and v.ol1c in with them, 

le're dc:nbttul it it will work out, and the tattor • 

seams doubtful too. It may be a sort ot political move 

on her part to get us to take the Whole house over , but 

I dm't think 80. 

The Wheat is being brol18ht in from our tarm in 

sheats and la1d down Where there i a nat, sandy spaoe 

outSide, to form a massa, a great round staok. Then 

in a week or ten days the threshing machine wlll oome 

creaking along and the grain "ill Ita lteaten 1'rom the 

straw, and the strew-blocks will e staoked under the 

cypress tree, to shine tresh at its aide • 

The tields are cleared at their sheata in rotation, 

everyone helping the other in neighltourly groups. Ther 
start soon atter dawn and go on until past dusk. The 

equivalent at our Harvest Hamo OaDltS when the machine i. 

actually here: a long tsltle is put in the barn (here it 

will go into Gino's klt,ohen) and twelve or fifteen exhaust-

ed people sit down to eat~ wlth plenty 01' wlne . 

thlnk it w111 e much at a celebration thoueh. 

I don 't; 

It turns out that the 'peasant family' negotiating 

to c 0Il9 to thls house is Guido Agnarelli or 'the lIrigand '. 

He was helping with the masse this morning and told us . 

ibe priest stopped in 'town ' this morning and gave 

me more literature, with a as of fruit from his own tire_a-­

plums and pears . H1s goodness makes him press everything 

on me , ltut at the same t1me he gives the magazines a wiStful 
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look, l1ke a ohild 10 a sweetshop, not havlog read t~m 

h1m8elt ,.et. And I aooordlnsl,. tell h1m to keep some. 

Be had Us ltook ot medttationll wlth h1m and sai4 he'4 tCWl4 

the pas80se deal1ns wlth the 'soh1Sm' nlo Rnsland , when 

Henry Vlll sacked th monasteri.s . He stood fingerlog 

thrWSh the ltook , lookins tor It. But he oouldn't tim 

lt and sald he would 8 lt to me wben we came to watoll 

11s TV one evening . 1'omorrow 18 the taast day ot the 

'town' 8alnt, wlth a s~ mass and lots ot flowers , and he 

reoClllll18nds us to go. 1here wUl lte an orohestra 10 tile 

oathedral. I'm aure he te 1. we're rlpe tor R . 1 '1'8 

'good' people, that 18 rlpe to It oome Christiana, that is 

oatholios. A nan-oa tIlolic ian' t reall,. a Christian 10 

It&17. Christian mean. 'hUllllln lte~' . So a nan-oatllol1o 

111 alighU,. le.s than a human lte1ns. 

Glanni .at on cur terrace in tbe darkness whUe a 

ohioken ft8 r08stlns 10 the oven tor h1m. Hl. mother hasn't 

an oven 80 he lIroU8ht 1t down to ~ wit . He and LUigi , 

with SUvano and thre others, are go~ to the .ea tomoorrow 

(t~ salot's feast day) and bave hired a car and driver. 

Be and Luigi tuss 11ke old woman. Should they take a 

small suitoa.e? how are they going to Bet all the 'lusgae' 

1nto the oar? what allout pl te and knives and torks? 

19111 they need salt? should they take wloe? It makes 

it 11ke a ohUdhood trip. 1heir talk makes the kitohen 

glow. 1he,. are to leave at alt paet six 1n the morning . 

nae ohioken is routed 10 811ver paper--we tall them 

this 1. a good 8uooul nt w..,. oura is the only gas oven 
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thia· aide ot the valley. Otherwlae it; would have ant 

'ulldlng a woo4 tire over at Fe.oUle, where th87 are all 

atl11 'usy ataoklng the wheat • 

Gianni gave us a speeoh a'out women. TUaoan women 

were much' alC" than tho.. In the aoutll . YOU oould 

get trlendly Wi th a i'\1acan woman. U she liked you ahe 

made It easy tor you. You mJ6ht 'e wUh her tar alar .. 

months without onoe 'going to her Aouse'. that 18 , gettina 

eng86ed to her . In that tiM ,he might let you 'e int-

1IIII.te wUh her. But it ahe did you warned all your 

trlends not to think or her ae a poea1ne wite. You told 

them, 'I've ~ with Iler. And tor her to go with 1M 

ahe lDUst have 'een wlth plenty of other. too .' You w111 

tell your frlenda . ' out her in &D7 0.", 'eoaus. whenevG' 

you have ad 70U 'o&st .'out It atterwudll, you expo .. 

tile women lrrrol ved . More. it the womanbll. perm1 tte4 

lntlmac,. thia rulea out even marrl-se 'etween you and 

her: lnUmacy _etore 'etrotllal la the death ot a woman" 

reputaUCIl . 

At halt past alx in the morning the,. st111 lladn't 

gone. I 8trolled up the rooky path ~d there were teaUve 

sounds trom .low--Glannl oalling , S110ano asking s~ 

thing urgent . At last the car doors ala.amed and there 

waa a great collective ahout, t day seamed all apa.e 

and aunl~ht, with that ax-01 1 gleaming 10 of a 

v018£ ....... and the,. drOV'e ott. 91ao& 'lbe w n vec1 . 

ere are more thund erat 01'1118, wi tll heavy rain: 

'ut at dawn now. 'lb. ot_r n~ht we atched a oloud 
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lIanglng oTer the Sl ...... hilla, und.r a full moon, wit!l 

lightning fluh1ng in81d. it 11k. a atorm ... o.n. in a plaJ . 

'l!l. Tall.r wltil ita edl .. a groTea, Ua aingle Tin •• 11lce 

ahadow., twined round a tr ... look haunt.d and in a peoullar 

war raviahed . W. oould ..... n •• e the 'to.' in the light-

ning , perched on it. hill 11k. Il piec. of oar .... d rook, 

gaunt and un).nding. 

In the d.ad at the n1gb.t the T&l.ler i. .0 atUl that 

it •• elllll the moat unHU.va)le madn .. a to .uppose that 

w. 0 culd 'maater' U for a mom.nt, the • Uenoe of outer 

.pac • • 

our priest took u. to the Uny hill-vUlage of 

Monhpuloro, wbare there are only two fami11es lett. and 

a .hepherd. It was storlll1 and tbe wind .wept aorOS8 the 

mudd7 path )alow the ohuroh. 'l!le olouda were dark. 

moving 8W~tlJ. 'l!le road to tbe "111as. 1'18 ••• teeplJ 

_et w .. n wheatfield. and 0rpre.... . 'l!le )igge.t hcuae 

Uea aNndCllled, ita window. ahutterec1, with planka nailed 

aor088 . Not long ago fifteen people 11v.d in 111 . 

We 0 CIlld a.. aor08. a de.p vaUer to tlw 0 oun t1'1 .outh of 

Siena. with ita amaU UU towu olear in the _roodiDg 

.torm-darkn.... Don Dino pOinted out the tCllllferlng jags" 

ruin that atioka out of the earth -r the Oolle val 4 'naa­
Volt.rra roa4. and told us thd ln the middle age. lt had 

_.en a look-out post oOllJlland1ng the Whole Taller. during 

the sporadio wars with Volterra . 

We were to m.et the pri •• t of MClIlt.pu1oro and he Oaml 

out of hla houae oalm and am1l1ng a. aoon .a he heard the 
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car . He loOks 11ke a peasant. lean and "eatller-)eaten, 

wUll shrewd, unyielding e,.es under )londlsll e,.e)ro"s . 

DOll Dino lockS traU and unl:Lealt~ ),. h1m, a )ag at )on. 

and sin.. . 'Dle oburoh- house ls the CIll.,. OIl. in good re­

pair, and w. peep into a pleasant- look1na atudr-ill. 

'ottile'-aa we paB.. Flrat we had to Bee the churoh, 

whloh 1. )are apart trom a oop,. of a Slene.e altar, and 

a Madonna and Child wlth st Michael slaylng the dr!l6C1l , 

and 5t Peter . The walla are palnted (oement underneath) 

in 1IIl1tation at the }tlaok an1 Whlte .tane motif at the 

oathedrals in Slena and Florenoe . 1he prlest oomplains 

ina voloe hardl,. mare than a whisper that the rain oomes 

in trom the )ell-tower, and he sbows us th dtrelllll8 at 

damp down the wall. TIle wind ls 80 strong up here , 

he sa78 in hls dlstur)1ngl,. 1nslnoere .cotto Tooe , that 

i~ere ls no wa,.. at stopp1ng the rain penetrat1ng . 

1here haa never ) .. n suoh weather lteton, he aa,.s . 

'Dle tCllfer had never in all Ua but C7 ) .. n put to S\lOIa 

a test . . In the old tradltional waetller an earthquake 

migllt have )rought 1t doWn )ut never wind or ram. 

He was aching to talk politics . 'Dle mOlD8Jlt we 

W8re in the open a1r again lle pointed to the a'andone4 

hOWle and sald, still 1n h1. whisper, '1here were tour 

families there not a)ove two ,.ears ago" He added mare 

loudl,. , ' The,. 're all g olng awa,., the peasants . Thill Wi U 

)e a dead village SOOll . And Why? Ecanomio8? NO " 

Hi. taoe ltecame shlll'p and t1erce. 'pmhol$icaU 

It's all psyohologioal l 1he,. 198nt the town , ther want 
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the lndustrles---ther thlnk ther do, at least.' 

our prlest nodded palelr, seeming to onlr halt .. 

liaten. 

'Soon there'll ~e 8 orlslsl' tbe other n aald . 

'And God onlr knows it 19"11 pass 1t 881'el,..' Not in 

our oount17 cnlr, I ~el1eT' , ~ut everrwhore.' 

Take me t, he went onl the produotion us go1na 

down 8Wlttlr, the stalls are emptrJ wlth the land not 

'e1na worked to tull oapaoltr there 1.n t t the torast to 

'.ed the animal., .ven 11' there 1. the la'our to look 

atter thelll. So the 'uMher' •• hops are open onlr tour 

dara a week now in SOll1. plan., soon lt m1sht h cnlr 

two da7B, then one, t.n--. But tHre oould 'e suoh 

plentr a. to make rou so Sreen ln the tao. think1na a~out 

it. It, tor lnstanoe, the valler 'elow produoed a hundred 

thousand quintall 01' wlne lnate d at a thousand or ten 

thousand, it oould " sold lIlore cheaplr, ln 'ulk, perhaps 

even tor halt tbe prloe it was sold at now. a. work 

woul d ,. lnc anpara~lr 1 88, and iii 0 woul d the overhea~ . 

Th dozen a.parah tarms that oomprlsed thl. valler at 

present were' a dozen luxur1e.' we 0 cul.d 111 aftord . 

Wlth 1 prloe. we oould make the countrrald. ha'1ta'le 

again. Cooperat1ft •• er. the answ.r . 

He was a~out to demonstrate hOlf this would " when 

Don Dino sald in hla sort 'fol0' , 'Yes, people are drUt-

1na into the tdlna now, th81 tind 11te lIlore amua1ng there 

and -' 

The other pr1est pounoed on hl.1Il With hla sharp loole, 
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touohed ith the sJ.1shtest at grim amile" 'No, nol 

You haven't unders tood. Let ma explain. There 18 no 

oinema up Aere. Agreed?' Y., our pri .. t agreed o)ed. 

1entl1. ' well, then, .e .2!! a oineJlllll, hwel ~t a~ t1tt,. 

lire a .eat instead ot ClOe ell' two hun4red. 1be re.ult 18 

that not onl1 peopl_ in tl118 vl11as_ 0 to t 01nema 

)ut thos_ trom the town aa .en, )eoaus_ It'. halt the 

usual prloe, tor the same film, and perhaps in a )ettar 

aud1 torlU11l, ' 

our prl 8t nodded: tea, h understood the analCi81. 

'Now then,' tbe other man ,..nt on, 'put 1curtle14a 

under a s1lllUar progr~ and 1CU out 10ur prlo .. auto_t­

loal11l 1be demand 1a there--the 81 pp11 'a cal1 a 

mattw at 1ntelligenoe" 

'1'0 .hioh Dell Dino nodded palely and 8814, ah1ver1n8 

in the 1I1ttar Jul1 w1nd, 'Let's go lnslde sh 11 we?' 

Th other alnnl d the 11 1, sw1tt and ereot, ~1s 

head torward, stUl )ur1ed in 111. theM. '.ft1e 'ottloe' 

he led us to was 0001 and sUent, with laoe ourta1na 

over til Windows and a heaV1 velveteen oloth on the 

taUe. There was a large atraigh'-)aok:ed armoha1r 

oovered w1th )right ouah1ana at the head at the ta)le, 0..-
'tor the )lshop 11 heever ...... ' And he ottered thl. 

to TJq 1d.te W1th a grao1ous g.ture • 

As soon .. we were aeated he .tarted again . 

'ivertlh1y OOllle8 trOll!. the earth--there'a noth1n8 fCIU 

oan ntion that doeaD't lnvolve the earth at 8om .. tage 

1n its produotion-ao 1t 10U a)andon • earth 1CIU 
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e_andan your llteS' 

IUs eyes glanced a_out tile room, sometimes "t11ndly 

and sonat1mes plercing1.7. outside, the wind hoWled at 

it might on a winter's n1gllt. And our priest sat meekl7 

-7 the taale, rather rigld, gazlng acrOS8 at hls frlend--­

who.e sC1ll he seems to tear for. 

1'h8n the other man launched into the famCIWI aUair 

of the 'lost ' agrlcultural. tun4a. 'Five hundred m11lar4 
million 

11re' (a_out three hundred ." ..... pounds) 'coUeoted 1n 

taxe. tran the oount17Blde cannot lte trac dI per.baps a · 

fltth ' part lIdght lte reoovered, ltut the rest has disappear­

e4--soma say into the seoretll17 General's pocket , some 

sar into varlOW1 government departlll8n1ia whiCh happen to 

a. in deat. 8 QII8 ear into n.. Industrlal .ohe/ll8s from 

whlcb certain miniBters .tand to profitt' 

Dat Dino deprecated tllis , ralsing his tragll 'CIl7 

hand tar a momant: 'Is that quite certain?' 

'Ye. a' the other prlest shouted feroc1 ously , hiS 

volce ringing across the room 111 a strange pa8s1ooate 

scream, quite difterent trom bis eooleslastical whisper. 

'It Is ' - u1 te certain' 'lbe department can't acoQWlt 

tor tlve hundred miliAI'd lire' .and the,. oall lt a 

gove1'rUll$ntl 'lblef's l Ladr11 .. LadrU t And he pounded 

the taltle. 'The,. should lte 'Ircught to la.& There 

8h.O\11d lte the severest penalt,. tor .tealing trom govern­

ment tu.n1a--whlob means etealing trom the people" 

our prlest's llps quivered a 11ttle at tbil. 

'Oh dear.' he murmured , 'm1Btakes are aound to happen. 
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Of oc:urse, there are aoandala. They happen in every 

oountry. ' 

'But f'1ve hundred miUard? A miatake? A mighty 

mistake that waa' lbe man had the oheque an h18 d.ak 

and it waa 108t under the notting paper I suppose l It 

was no mlstake, It was a dea1sn' It wae a del1hrate 

or1m1nal '8 deaign---to ateal trcm the people. You're 

aimple, Dan Dino' 'l\1 ad troppo 88l11pl1oe" 

OUr priest put hla hand up again. shrUsgillS slisllUy, 

lIut oCQldn't set Ii word in. 

'Mistakea arm't lIoWld to happen I' the other man went 

on. 'But they will happen it they're not puniaheell '.l1ae - . 
maximum penalty. that's what it needs" 

'I suppese.' our priest said to th1a, l1e l1ps aUll 

quivering slightly. 'poeple should lie killed. like they are 

in Russla. lVe dan't want that" -
'But it ian't only in Rusala that people ar punished 

tor theorimea the,. oOllllllttl It', RII6land. Franoe. nery­

where in the oivilised world---the mflX1JIaun penalty tor 

stealing trcm the people" 

DcIIl Dino turned to us wlth a l1ttle amlle--'MJ 

trlend haa rather strollS oplnlCXU1.' Be added, 'He worn 

on the land hillll'8lt.' . 

Apparentl,. the other prieat haa a large podere at 

alxt,. or aeventy heotarea. and he has tollowed his 01111. 

doctrine thoroughl,. 11,. putting the land under a prQgramae. 

lbe result la. aooord1ng the peasanta, that he'a makins 

a lot ot man.,. . 
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I told him allout our tarm, that lt wCllld soon lie 

._andoned like the rest; or With luck it m1ght lie rented 

tor a palt1'7 sum. Wouldn't lt lie lIetter to turn it over 

to one orop , I asked--sa)', wlne? And his anawer was . 

wlth a mysterious and rather exolted smile, that It was 

all a question at money. that the people Vb 0 owned tit. 

land 1nvariall17 had no mone), or else re unwllling to 

put lt lIaok into the land. You needed monel to ohange 

the orop 10 that "7, he sald, lIeoau )'ou needed t1me. -
If) )'OU wanted to turn lt over to ol1ves tor instanoe 

you had to wait tor lIetween ti"e and ten ,.ears tor a 

gOod yleld fran the trees . And wine took allout five 

,.ears . Al though the mezzadria system was psychologloa117 

unpopular at the moment (lleoause the pe.sant has the 

impression that he give8 half his yearly produoe to an 
idler), it wa. the lIest agrloultural system ever devised, 

tor fairness and eff1oienoy . 

'The aotual dividend ' reaped trom thi system Ity a 

good landowner is allout siX or seven peroent at ttle 

produoe, atter taxes, eqUipment, new plant8, repairs 

have hen paid tar I allout the same percentage as a 

ole"er ltus1ness man Bets on his capital. I payout 

eighteen thousand lire a da7 in wage., to eight or 

nine workers . I have no m8zzadrl . Uh large tama , 

produo ins masS1 "8 supplies . the mezzadria 87stem 18 

unqork811le. But the oountry might return to it. 

Atter all, people have lett the land in great numllars 

twioe lIetore in Ital1an h18'orr-onoe in Roman t1m •• 

and (Iloa in the middle age., and 1I0th t1llll8 ther 0 .. 
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'ack. what I oan't understand is that young people 

actually want to give up the ohance ot a healthy lite 

out ot doorBl BOif .wu-vellClU8,' he 8aid , h18 narrow , 

rather ChinolJe eyes shin1ng , 'to 'e out there under 

God ' 8 aun, getting lIrown, with things growing aU 1'CWld 

you I 11at oould ,. lIetter than that? ' 

He quoted two lIrother. he knew-one worked in the 

velley 11 81 OW , the other in a taotory in a n&arlly t01l1 . 

And when you compared their taces, he aaid , 1t was lllat 

ccmpar1ns a p1ece or dr1ed chalk w1th a 1'lUlJU), ripe trult, 

And in the end thl. would all lead to d18ease and 1'oor 

human steck. '!he oountr181de had to lie made exolting 

again , he said, and untortunately 'a government ot thiet • 

am 11ars' was incompetent to do anything exoept line ita 

own pockets. 

Don Dino turned to us and aaid, quoting the name at . 

high government oftic1al. , . 'NOW th re ' 8 a good man. 

A real Christian, with 8a1& exoellent ideas,' at Whioh 

the o\her prlest nodded 1ronioally, wlth a 11ttle tw~e 

in hls eye , and sa1dwlth a laugh , ''l'he lI188est l1ar or 
8111' 

Aa we got 1nto Don Dino ' s Uny car .again the otMr 

priest ~atohed U8 oalmly. hi8 ar,m& folded , a al1sbt satia­

tled smile on hls 11ps . He was so dUferent trOJll cnm 
Don Dino . '.the ll' B&ants only respeot h1m in a e: ingerl1 

and dlstant way . They laugh With h1m, "bey admire him, 

lIut Don Dino 1& more the1r ldea at What a 1'1'l •• t Should 

lie . They say at Don DinO, ' '!bere aren't a hundred lib 
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in all Italy.' 

Dino tells us 01' the Montepuloro pr1est, w1th a 

laugh, tbAt he likes his wanen. ' Watoh rour wi1'e when 

he's all out-no woman's sate With that prelate" And 

others oa11 h1m a oOlllllunlst. I've never heard a pr1est 

soream hls sermons as vehemently as this one. Se some­

times preaches in tbe oatherdral. 111e health 01' the 1'1e1da 

surges thr0U8h hls )odr . Bis voioe rasps, outs . H1s 

f oe shines red, )ronze in the dim l1ght of the 0 urc • 

wlth Gll1rland 10 fresooes glOWing 1'rom the fl811s . ~ 

OC!lgregaticn shUta all out , J'BWnB , the ohildren make their 

little no1ses. Vehement semcna are s1mpl,. a perforlllNloe 

in Ita1,. . They have all )een heard )eton . ~ey aren 't 

associated with aerious aotion. Th "I are just worda . 

His words shriek down the ohurch, exhort1ng the people to 

ohange. Eres sometimes glance up at him lazily, halt 

open. 111e words are just .torm. At a oOlllllunist par't1 

meeting it would ie d1f1'erent . 111ero the worde are 

meant to .mean. In church the,. are a k1nd 01' musle . 

Communist or not rou like to hear the old IllUde now and 

then, With the ohildren n10el,. dressed up. Every tam1l,. 

saves tor the ohildren's oommunion. It never oosta 1 ••• 

than ietween 1'uty and a hundred pounds per ohUd. 

Anyltod"l who didn't provide tor his oh1ld in this tva,. 
would It an unth1nkalt1e lIBrltarlan . A photograph of 

th ohUd in wlli te . standing at the a1 tar, hands olasped 

in pra,.er, must go on to the veneer-\'ood eidelt08rd . 

Dlno 4a1d that the Montepuloro prelate had lteen 
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caught with his trousers down one day, literally • 

The husltand bad COII8 in a t the f'ront and he bad jumped 

out ot the w1ndow at the ltaok. He ran aoro s the f'1eld 

holdlng his oassock up l1ke a skirt, wlth ltare legs tudor­

neath. 

s omet1mes you see h1m ln one of' the f town' rest­

aurants w1th some of' h1s workers, red with 01ly tood 

and w1ne, laughing . He is a little sens1tive at not 

.eing taken seriously as a man, .eceuse a p~ist . 

He oarr1 s h1s serlous t mes inside him like 8e~rets, 

wh10h make Us eyes gleam. He seems to lturn 8eoret~ 

f'rom ltelng misunderstood. O~ perhaps he lturns seoretlr 

trcm lte1ng under tood aU too weU . 

On the way ltaok trom 110ntepuloro our pr1est 

murllD.l~d , 'Yes, it's true What he saY8 . The government 

have a .plan tor the oountry now, ltut it's too late . .e 

needed 1t long ago. Now every.o~ has lett . w. have 

a proverlt altout the government, we sar ther are olosing 

the staltle door af'ter the horse has !wolted. You see , 

there are no amusements 1n the countr:r. No 1'V', no 

olnem or.ars---otten no eleotr1c1t:r , water . ' And he 

added , sadly , 'Even tor oountry priests It's ltaring . 

There lsn't really enough tor us to do. you see . ' 

That even1ng I had a long argument w1t Glann1. 

The night was stormy and rather oold. It .egan .1 hiS 

putt1ng a strange question to me. He'd lteen talking to 

one of' the peasants at p.so11le who olaims t at the whit e 

smoke trom the ohimney at st Peters in Rome . when a ne. 
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pope 1s elected, means that God has lJ¥I.de h1s cho10e. 

At f1rst I dUn't understand, and G1ann1 repeated the 

stages or the argument oaretully: 'F1rte, when a pope 

d1e a new pope is eleoted. Rigat?' 

'Yes . ' 

' Well , then oardinals come to Rom to eleot him.' 

'Yee . ' 

'And when the,. vote, the 1r papers are put in a stove 

and )urned. It the smoke outs1de, whloh oan )e seen trOll 

st peter's Square, 1s )laok, it means the eleot1on has _.en 

unsuQoesstul, in other words that the oardinals haven't 

agreed on who should lie the pOllE' . ' Oor.eot?' 

'Yes. ' 

'Ver,. well , then, did 0 hr 1st do the seleo ting or the 

oardinals?" And he stopped . I we. stUl no nearer to 

understand1ng . 

He tried it again . 

'\/ho exactly eleats the pope?' ho asked . 

'1!le cardinals,' .e said. 

'Yes , lIut suppose three oard1nals nominate one man , 

five anotber, ten nnother---what happens then?' 

' ~ell ,' WIil said, 'no pope is eleoted. Th.,. oCllldn't 

ree among themselves . And they have to Cree )etore 

the new pope oan lie made.' 

'So the pope is made lIy the oardinals? ' G1anni asked. 

'Yes, or 0 C1U'S J' 

'And not )y God'?' 

'But how )y God'?' we asked . 
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·PUt 110 thls way.' h. aa14. 

amok. 0 an.?' 

'151 the paper.' we an ... re4. 

'And tlle white smoke?' 

'How does tlle ~laok 

''lbe eleoUcn papera.' 

'By straw. to show that the eleotlon w .. auooesatul.' 

'~en tlaedltterenoe ~etween tlle ~laok and the white 

smoke la IIIIlde ~y the material used--aan.thing d1tterent 

in the ston?' 

'Y-.' 
'TIlere.' Glannl sald. 'you aM. I waa right. I 

argued wlth that man tor an laOllr thia morn1ng. I dldn't 

say I ~ he was wrong. I just sald I thought h ..... 

that I 0 ouldn '10 ~el1.ve him. And U seems I was rlght. 

You .... he said that when God oame aoro .. the name lie 

wanted he turned the Uaok smoke lnto white m1raouloualy, 

and then everr~ody underatood what pope he wanted.' 

The man had got nrr heated a~out it, he sa14. 

He had told Glannl that therew .. a~aolutely no dou))t 

in the matter--hia tather, his grandtather and hla great 

grandtather ~etor. him had all sald the aame. 

It ls eaay to aee what p.ople uaed to ie taUSht. 

TA.n we SQlll8holll got on to polltioa. He .ald that 

the agreamen 10 just made ~etween Amerioa and Rueda and 

England not to han anr more atolll1o 10_10. waa a great 

atep torward. I aald 110 wa.n't anrthlng of tile kind. 

It waa a hurrled agr.-nent to 101'1 to atop other power. 

makl~ a stook or ~cxUs and thus threatening the d1vla1an 

or world power -.tween Amerloa and Russla. I s.ld It 
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was a deaperate attempt to treeze the present )alanoe 

or politioal power 1nherent in poese,sing )clUa . Also 

Amerioa and Russia now bad more )~s than they needed . 

1llirdlf, turther atomio te8ts were useless, ainoe no 

quioker or more etteotive 'fatem of )lowins up vas1; ar.~ . ' 

ot the utll could Ita devised. 1lleretore nothing was 

lost mU1tarUy or politloally )y eUMr side in 1;he 

agreement. and they Itoth gamed )1 lte1ng oalled aavloura, 

ln a. spUlous a pu)1101ty aa had ever a:1ated UDier 

nazlsm. 

Giannl sald to tlds tbat any d18ar nt was good, 

to whlo11 I sald tJla1; tU_ nan't d1aarmament. I oalled 

him a dupe 01' ju)1101ty and reminded him that one 01' 

these saviours or mankind bad a year or 1;wo Itetore ex­

ploded twenty-one Itall)s on twenty-one suocessive day_, 

and that th other savlour had exploded 8 h1drosen )~ 

in the 8tratosphere while lcnains tlaat It wClUld cause the 

most devastating masnetl0 Btroam allover the eartJl. 

I 8ald tha1; space oran ere t ne. eapons. Glannl let 

out a yell and a la~h, and _ald, 'sur 17 you don't 
satellites 

ltel1ave that ,!?!tP' are tor milUIi17 U8e~' I aalold 

llim 11' t lle thought they .ere tor and he sald, ·~o 

diaoover another plane1; . ' 

OUtiBde, the wind swept hard lIleet againat tile 

wlndowa, 11k. on a DeOelUer n1gJlt . Gino had tlung a 

tarpeulin over the ms..a, 1;0 atop the wheat trom rott1nS 

inside. 
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B'Yaoua1l1ao , 

~e last tew .,. Ila ... been full the • CWlc1 

or tlU'dlling, 11ke a strange beut ooughing regular17. 

'l11e t nina red ohine wit 11Ia owtea and turning 

oable. oams to our oourtyard b tore dawn thl. morn1Ds, 

It tlllB tile all' wlt a tine dust, a pleasant wh at;y 

.mell. 'l'he A6nar 111 olllldren oame O1'er net are 

helping with the bal1ng ot t e straw. i'b.e7 tix t_ 

wa • in strips and tae ohin d • t • rest, bind1n& 

t obl blocks l'GWld . Guld AgnareUi and Ill. tm7 

wite an Gin are at e topt ot t qa tCll'king 

wheat n to the 0 nv 1er lieU hioll 11 en tumble. it inb 

tile putt1ng maolUne, Glenni •• t. t BaOD at ne tapa 

'If ere t-. •• par ted grain p~ra out , GU1do t • bretller 

and Armanda (ttl' ne FaGiUe tarm) Jta11l tll straw 

blOOD 1nile a new .Uck Wltll ho a, as tll87 tumble Ittt 

tile belt , 'l11 &rd.st w4l'k 1a at the top the masea. 

torking. and the7 o)ltu~e everr Ilour ~ 80, 'l'lle maohine 

onl1 stops brietl, at lunollUme, As 1M aire 18 paid 
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by the hQll', not a seoond lIII1at be wuted. So th1. too 

haa t11e enJo)'lll8nt aqueezed out of it. becau.e of concepta 

t mean econom;r derItJed tran t • m18rla of the put • 

.It the end of tbe da,. the new a)'8t&ck 1. neat and 

aJIlllletrioal. A pUe of c batt nearl:r as h1g11 .. tlle hou •• 

has t rmed 3ust out&1d. out b droom window. At one t1mB 

thts • gIven to the animal. to eat. mixed with other 

t de, but n It 3 in t e sUe. 11lere are dozens of 

aacke tllled with grain in tlle 0 curt;rar4. e.lreadJ beins 

di'flded 5~'1% betweon tllo landla4l (represented b:r ~e 

tattore) and Gino. Tallie. are belDg _de in little 

bo .. b:r tho !lead maola1n18t: Ile haa to .. nd in a bl11 

later. E'rer:rbod:r 18 raw-red trom tile sun, but under a 

'feU of ,.e1101' cllaft-dust. Nebod:r apeak. . MO't' enta 

are hea.". . ft. aUenoe ls trem4l1d WI " en tile ongine 

abuts 'donn. 

TWo tables are set up in Gino'. kltchen b,. tlle w~. 

It Is dark . e oat pa.ta with meat 88uoe. than chloken 

and trled Veal. with some of last :rear'. wino. 11le tBlk 

1& • art and desul tor:r. Not evan Glanni joke. . But atter 

two or three glasaoa ot wine tongues .tart movins . fte 

tattare talk8 to us 'about hla SCl1. WhO 1s training a8 a 

chll pilot . His pres.noo and Qll" put a polite edg_ 

on wbat wwld othe1'l'f1lle be lIlOatil:r s110nt gorging . fte 

• n .tand b,. wUil the1r great sauoepans and tr:ring pans . 

'Data is the most exponsive item ot the dJq. It 18 the 

expeoted torm pa:rment tor working in with :raur ne1gll-

bour. Next da,. ,.ou oat preolsel:r the sam meal at anotiler 
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tarm. Noth1n6 but the beat wine 1B expeoted. And 

t here muet be at least two meat oourae_ , usuallr ollloka 

and veal r b f . 

i1lere 1, great awe of the maobine: 1t em Uee and 

oaptlvat 8 evrrane . ~er aerve it w1l11nglr and kurriealT. 

~e men .bo bring lt trr to 1 k 11ke 111881clana, beoawae 

ttua i_ how they're regarded . Th-r 'pear inte the 1;hing 

lB7aterlw81r, saying notklng, WhUe ne peaaant. urrr 
rClWld 1;hem in a tlaUere4 1I8J. 'Bae nolae enalave. theJl. 

It means kope , mOTemant . L1ke roac1a, it points t. tree. 

d • 

'Dae meal paued quiokly. without a climb: of merr1lpent, 

onlr IIIUQOb1ng and qulet talk, and chuokling. When it WIUI 

over we took Gino'a femUr back to t1;c:r;rn' and ut in their 

tiny tlat tor a 'e" mlnutu . Both their BOII8 were there: 

p Ute, re'Uoent youthS, With bardly a trace or the peasant 

anr more . Town-1Ue is more colt, everyone 8ays--more 

cultivated. ' Thelr kitohen 18 _potle.. . Gino'S 80na 

work in a wood tactorr, and helping on the land 1. a 

penanoe t r them, a dellOent in1;. the peat. It means a 

day stripped or selt-reap ot . 

Immediately atter tlle meal the throshing maohine 

move. ott. wobbling and oreaklng down the baulderr path 

h the road, Us 11gh1;a n. It olaUera in 1;he 8tUl 

n18 t tor at lea81; an kour. crawling towarda another 

tarr, Where 1t will be lodged tor the nisht. 'Bae m ohanioa 

w11l be back betore dawn, and at f1rst l1gllt the ooueklng 

sound wl11 _tart agaln . 
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'Blo nJaht 1$ olear, but with .t oloud. gUher-

ing inland. '.the tl:lre.h1ns on moat tile other farma 

was done in bad weather, .1t1l rain and b1 thr wind • • 

Glannl 0 plalns about the heu)' meal. at tllro.k1D8 

tu.: • etime. twloo a da1---ohloken and p,!.ta, .toak 

or 'feal. 

f I oan ''II stand .0 moh meat" he 81118 temperamental.\' 

'Blen, 'stanoo, etancol '-he ' e t1red . And he throw. 

ll1m8olt down on our dl'f8n and PI' pt17 falls asloop 11ke 

a chUd • 

+ + + 

The etorma have 8411e and the all' 1. eparkl1ns and 

clear, as I'll usually i8 much later ln the yellr . people 

SAy thJ1"e ha.,. been earth-tre or. in T\1SCI1D7, in the 

RCIIII8gna and Bm1l1a, b,t we tel. 'II nothing . A man talld 

me that at the 88 he .ato od threo .eparate 8torma from 

a IlUi, close to eaoh othor, 11ke olouda with d z na at 

firework. in.ldo 'II • 

Glannl barges 1n to 'II , courtyard 8'f01'1 hour Gl' •• 

ln tko omillS . Be WhlaUe. , clowns, a1Dga . At OllIe 

he waJ.lca up and d 'IIIl the kltChen .. epa with a humourous , 

halt-angulshed restlessnese. en he tldget8 ht. mot er 

shout., 'V!f!abClldo' Hann't 70'1 work t. do?' en-

ever 8houts q que8t1cn up to the kitohen ell 80re~ 

aJ181'U1. ' dcnna oanel 0 wol. 11 e;1u,? '---wbllt the 

devU d 7011 want down thero'? 
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La_t eek he tald us s or Unl,. thnt he'd tClWl4 

a Job . Ue .... to drive a truok. It meant 1eav1ngg 

at dawn . But a t halt pa.t sill: the nut rn1ns he .... 

in ..u' oourtJ'lU'd again. 1'he truok had 'broken down' . 

hen "auld s.t be read7 again? ~ sun4a7. 

But on Sundq it turned to 14 da,.. 1'hea it 88 d 

torgott •• 

But one 4ay, perba~ when th .UIIII1Ier i. oyer, he'll 

suddenly appear and aa,. , 'Ity. be n truok-driving te a 

weekI' 

Sometime. he 8'" bOlD hauae to house in tbe valley, 

talk~, 81tt1~ . I wal.ked wnh a1lll to PeaoUle y.ater­

da,. and he sudden1,. litted up rq hand and walked me alc:D8 

aa 11' we were a royal. 0 Glple in a TUdor pl81. hi_ .te~ 

lens and 118 t, whUe the peasants ohuokled at us . S~ 

t1lllea wr talk 18 tiero 1111 hllarilWl, in replies and an.wer. 

that are rapped out 1n a 8traZ'l8e, mad 1cgio, aa 11' we had 

re &reed 1t betore. Be 1mitst • anger, haughtin a., 
indignation. 

The da,.. are dull again, with br1et. 11811t tau. ot 

rain . There 1sn't thwlder any re, but the land broe4a 

under a th10k 8ky. ,e went to the s ,and al a 

nll1'1' strip ot t 0 at there .88 act sunl18ht, like a 

blaaing oorrd1dor down tho sand. 

N there 18 the annual tne!' of terrer;ostel Ausuat 

15 18 oalled the Feast 01' the ASSWllpt1 ,but t e t1me 

belongs to t reopl., rea1~ to their pagan1am; 11; 
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bring8 out an anolent re8tle8~nee. . Be.t to be in t. 

o1U •• at th18 time, 88 ther are emptr and 8Uent . 'Dle 

' town' 8Warma Wi th people who don ' t seem to know whr ther 

are there . 

A6a;1n t ere 18 a oriap twoh e.utUllll in the aU' . 

It makes lJIIIl think ot Rome---th glow of 11ghts eft dark 

morning8 . en i't rlse. the sun eh brig t red tree. 

in the oods above us . It pluoka gut the red qu1te 

.uddenlr, l1ke a stqe-1Sght. 'lbe lean8 have turned 1n 

the last tew eka . Yet thls GUSht 10 be the hottest 

t1me of the rear . 

~.e sat t the top of our h111 and atched th thresh-

1ns at a farmhouse far bel -the same ohlne that oame 

to us 8 week back. People ted the chute with sheans in 

the same unr sting war. hurried br the sound at the chine . 

They looked 11ke puppets . oat rd work here 1s d e 1n 

a Joyless fever . 

'!'he maohin 

That 1. the ~can war. 

t on pounding with its odd hoar.e 

n hurried t and fro from the house . 

YOIl oould set 1r exoit t, the unusual. way in whloh 

they hurried . The work waB alm at finished . 'lbe traw 

was p11ed into a neat 8took th size of a barn . 'l'hen the 

maohine dled down, the oable. and obutes wer dismantled, 

the traohr with the ensien that had worked evoryth1ng 

orawled &War . The meal would now be r ady 1n the dark 

hClWle, and lnat ad at a sJ,ow1ns, IlI8morable supper, that 

the ohildren wwld r member with awe, they wculd eat with 

grun"', smacking their lip. and re ohing tor bread, 
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and .. ben tbe l .. t mouthtul .aa down and the o1gareUe. 

.. ere 11t, that would be tbe end, and ther .. CI1ld set up 

h se. Ttlt)' .ar about the 1\laoan thllt he doean't l1nser 

o~er hi. meal.. lie ea. t. work . ere .. iD a.e rou 

oould wriM a hi.torr ot e~err meal. 

+ + + 

L .. t n1ght, wbUe the .lCf ~er u. wa. olear and the 

orioket. throbbe4 oa1mlr, thlre were .udden tl .... trCllll 

the direoUCIl ot the ooan, '0 br1ght that ther lit up 

the duetr roadW87 11ke a tull JlU»n. en tht)' oeUed tor 

a nt the darlene.1I .... 41 unoannUr denae. 1'here 

wasn't a .0Wld ot tbund .. , not tbe al1ghte.t dl.tant 

rumble. It .... 11ke oonUnuoue tire .. orlea alOJl6 the 

Whole l.~th ot the oout. ..re walking bllOk trOll 

DiDo", and the path ft. l~hted tor UI the whole WIlf. 

lot 1ihe same t1me. CD tbe otber .ide ot the ole. 'Jer. 
there waa a .... a. a 'insle dark 01_41 perched in tlle 

air ab .... J'lorenoe, tla.hins interm1UenUr. 

The ... -.tora wa. draw1l18 SIaland tut but 1t toN 

nearlr tw hOUl'8 to reaoh UI . ~ .Uent nuhe. 

became br1gbter. e oClUld .. e the w.oded elope ou~ 

8140 our bedr III w1ndew und.r a oonUnuou •• Uftr l1sJat . 

The orloke •• topped .uddcly, .1uat a moment bet ... 

the .ott rain 0.. 1here .... a tir.t 1'WD1Ile t thunder , 

but 111 .... mutt'led. hlp 1n tbe air, behind olaude . 

Ttll. _. the naWr8 or the tlub .. too--tber were 'RaeI' 
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liahtnlns ', d1ttuae4 and glow1ns . 'lbere were n aharp 

orullea , no oraokl1ns or re.orberaUIl8 exploa100e ae in 

the earlier etar. at tlle ,.ar. 1!Ie rumblea got nearer 

and nearer , .WltU they were alma.t OTerhea4, with ae 

flaahea g 1ns 011 lrreapeoU.e ot thea. TJaen the7 paeae4 

further inland . ']here.a auddenl7 an a.uanohe ot ra1l1 , 

tlle wlndo_ 81IWlg ope, the W1Dl wlWttled throUgJa the 

hClU8e , doora banged . .u auddenl7 it WU oalJll aga1l1 . 

1'he 1'UII1bllng wu no longer heard . .1t e nt When 

ne:rrthlng telt sate again the orlokets began to ohirp. 

TIlere were ~l1aht earth-tremora thl •• eek, near 

~Qggla thls ttm.. 

I walked Glannl up the hill. als mother wu wrapped 

in a ~'a winter Jaoket , though lt waa hot . She .aye 

abe geta oold however hot n 1.. Upstairs In the kitohen 

.e drank a glan at wlne wgether, and Gianni 8at dandling 

paolo's ohUd on hle knee . e .ent to the 11ttle nur.err 

garden and he out small marrowa, bean., t toe. tor me to 

take hame . B18 mother put two eSS. into rq hand. 

'ae ' . a birban. I' ahe ahouted, tl1nsing a glanoe 

at lila. 'A wretohS ae does nothing l I'Te .uttere4 

toda7--g01ns to t wn on toot , to get rq penal. ' ae'. 

bad- -nerybod7 ea78 1t, nOll tile oat1' 

Anselo stood gazlns acros. the yard, amil1ng . 

'The doctor gave her aome pUla today,' he .ald . 'It " 
the 8t Mh. ' 

I told her, 'Gianni ' . good--you'.e a olever BOIl &' 

.1t whloh aM burst out , 'That onl7 means he'a turned 

-
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lOU lnt a blrbante Sf woll l ' 

, don't 70U talc. b1m?' .he asked. tIt 70U 11t • . 
him 80 JIIloll- pl07 ha, talce ha lnto 70ur h a. a. • ' 

She added Qulokl7, 'Are you atrald he'll .eduoe 7cur wlte?' 

tNe, ' I aald. 

' Well, then, take him inl' 

'Be ' . too old, ' I .ald, laughing . 'Be'. twent7 three l ' 

, at dltt.renoe doe. lt Jake? Be'a got good arma, 
You oan set plent7 ot wort cut t him, it 7CU 11ke h1Dl •• 

, 
1III10hi I d 't want hl I' , and sho and Ansol went qulokl7 

baok t their work ln the barn , 0 turn1ns the wheel whUe 

ahe ted be outter 'Il th bundle. ot .re .. . 

Suddenl7 tlTe go&t8 appear just outslde cur 'elate ', 

under the 8hade of tho old o7pre8. . paolo brousht them 

down. '!'Wo ot them are pur. Whlte . 'lhen more appear, 

trom P08oille. 'lhe7 8tamp thelr prott7, obstlnate t •• t . 

The7 frown through the 1r hair and make their mildly petulant 
. . 

bleat . ThOJ are 80 ploaaed to meet eaoh ther-- it se_ 
. 

the7'zoe a trall6ora . 1'hey snitt eaoh other plea.anU7 and 

the late.t oomer mate 8h18 ' boW do 7 de' to the othel'll 

one b7 e. Afterwards he doe8 a oharm1ng moot battle 

with them ln turn. '.ttlOJ .prl116 up em their hind lese , 

halt turning in the alr, and OCDI d "Ii w1th deoo thUd 

thelr tront paws and Olap their hom. together. '!!len 

the7 look at eaoh other 1ntimate17 88 it to 8a7. 'It'e 

800d to be here, isn ' t lU ' The7 ar ott to market to 

be 801d-- -tor milk11l6 , not alaughter1ns . 

J.. 7CUDS piS anl.,e8 in the ootrtJ8rd. hie new home. 
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He burles h18 head 1n the atraw and won't look at 

anyone: he breathe a hard. 'lbe journer 1n the truok. 

arul hl. hay1ng just been o88tl"8ted , terr11'r h1lll. He 

lles there , atrloken . He burlea h1s head 1n a delloate , 

aorrow1ng war. People are horr1blJ cruel to ant'""). 

when the,. bel1en tiler han no soula . 

I notioe that au roung th111ga---dog •• oh11dren-­

grayltate towarda Glanni . He trlok. them, jokes, 

laugbll , tiokle. thell. Fado 'a 11 ttle 0 h1ld .. epa bUterlr 

it anyGDe aays, 'Glannl's naught7S' She wOIl't haye It . 

It 1. ega inat all the n1denoe • 

In WI' field below the road you oan feel the put , 

how the "inee and the bamboo-.talka in the gullr and the 

moear boulder. that protNde wt ~ olOftr and gra .. , 

and the rough rellow patha that wind down from the hW88 , 

han been there tor oenturie. with the heat drenoh1ng 

through them, the aunllpt golden CD the terraootta 

palazzo at pe.oUle that border. it. Now it 18 ClDlr • 

reminder. Ita speolal sooth111g d1p 1s •• unowned . 

'lbe gold haa been melted wt at it br the endless raw. 
It looks like the garden of' a ruined house . It haa a 

dUferen t storr to tell rw at eaoh Ume Of dar-­

golden, sparkling, bright in the mornlng, mellow and 

aUll in the artemOOD. 0001, aeorethe in the enning , 

but theae th11l8a aren't ita oharaot .. any more, GDlr 

shado •• that p888 across it . 

'lbe 'hunUng'.ea8on haa nearly .tarted: the tirst 

Sundar 1n septemb... .Ve were woken at dawn b7 'huntera ' 
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stamping about 10 rubber boots outside, with :yapping 

halt-breed dogs round them. 1'hI,.'" suppoe.d to be 

tra1ning the doss to point. G04 lenow. how thlll oan be 

dene wUh mongrels, and in woods so thiok that )'OU oan 

hardl,. Walk thrOUgh them, let al.e .ight a quarrr. 

111.,. ke.p to the edge at the woo4a, 01011. to CIIU' houae , 

beoause pasan tears linger a. .trcas as the,. ,Ter were . 

And th.,. seem to want an. audienoe more than a prer. 

111e:y're all towllllp8ople , or tr 

A peasant haa no t me to pla,. . 

one at the Tillag.s. 

1'h., love to str1de 

alOI'l6 a tarred roa4 with a gun . • luns over thelr .houlder_ , 

their boot--.-turn.d down at the ankle tar extra etteot~ 

making a solemn thudd1ns no18e. 11:1e;y p8:Y twel. Te thousand 

lire a :year tor thelr lioence and are luoq to bag 8.. oouple 

at hare. . Por weeka now the),'Te been prepll1'iq oapanne, 

oabloa 10 the wooda. But e'IeD 1iheee are _tel)' near 

the road, thOUSh the woods ere went)" or thirty kUometr.a 

deep.-

The . 'hunt1ns' has 8.n undertone at tasOism, thoueh lt 

exiated 10 zaotl;y the elUJlB torm long betore tas01sm wae 

thOUSht at . F w Italians oan resist the t .. oination of 

a tirearm. It melee a bans (its greateet reo n4at1cm) • 

it oan kW w1thout r1ak or ettort to the killer, and it 

endow. ;you with a war-l1ke and masoulloe appearance. 

I en he slWota he is reall;y t8k1ng rennse en a 11telcma 

.ense at be1ng loefteotual. < Faaol_ was that rnenge • 

a bSsger 80ale. 

The tlnt sun4a:y w1ll be a pandem.cmlum tram dawn 
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mwards. G1anni sql. 1118Y wUl park outs1d. our 

court)'81'4. p8rhap' 1n81ds too--motoroyolel. oara • 

loooter. and pop-popping three-wheeler. . Nothlns 11 

pr1yate unle.s :you Plt up a noUo. to eay lt 1 • • and 

tor till. 70U haye to paJ ~e 80Yem.a.nt men.,-. 111e 

'hunter' -7 8tride thrClU8h anr properv, anr gard_ 

h. Wi.h... prO'f1ded 110 hat no tenoe or barbed wire 

round it (m1n1mUm he18ht t1ft t ... ). 

It 11 oold and dark, yet we're 'UU in AU8\11t . 

w. ha.,. 3U8t heard that dur1ng th atranse 8t~ a 

tew n1shta &so a tornado "'pt alone the 0 oe.st and 

r ted up mea. tore mot~boata out at the ... and 

tlUDS them em. to tbe beaoh. It oould be leen appraooh-

ins 1nlan4 like a 'Yaet oloud .tratch1n8 d to le.-

leftl. 

A pOlitoard 0 tl'Om Glanni .ay1ns he was 80rrr to ban 

'miss.d' us: tr asma. in S101l;y. 

1118 lamd at Arm1da '1n81ns-a Inatch ot an old sons . 

at soven o'olock in the mor~ . It kee ever:yth1ns sUll 

and spacious . 'Itlen she oaue to her ohiok.. 1118 

'Y81.1e;y U .. under •• hallow m18t. l ith p1erc1Ds warm 

aunsshin., atter tale oold tramcp'!!B! or mountain breeM 

last night. For. m ent there 1.n't a IOun4 at a oar 

or oyole . no eneme or anr kind. 111e 'Y81.181 1188 in 

1 ts or1s1nal qu1et--a t .. bird. .ins br1etly. there 

11 the metal110 aQmd ot a lpade tr FesdUe • • cmeone 

turn1n8 the earth onr. 

111e ex01tinS eQUId at oanter1tlg hootl . 1he denU.t 
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trom ~ 0881bon.l rides put on hl. white hoI' •• ne 

takes a rlde every morning betore breakta,t. 'l'ht 

hoots sClWld bUS)', pasalona~e, absorbed .in ~hG1r 0Irn 

pao • • 

Betor the war eve1'3'~hin6 here was OIl horseb ok or 

was horaedrawn. EVery tarm had a horse or tiro. Dino 

told me ~hat the road OI1ts1de as always olat~er1ns with 

hoot and wooden Whe~ . one or two bal'OI1ohe-like oar~. 

go past OIl market mornlns, the wheel. rumb11n8 . 

b A6DIlre1l1 tarm 100lcs tin. and 1dy1110 on the 

other slde ot the .,auey 1n the early-morn!ng 8W8hine, 

w1th the mist drifting by, thDoU8h it. great holm oaks . 

It stands on a ralsed 1aland, With a steep drop to the 

tlelds . But the Idyll ls talse . 'l'he Ital1an arist­

ooraole. were a1w&Y8 urban . 1'tl.ey dldn't leaTe t!ne 

t 08S on the 00lnt1')'s1d., a .en.e ot the 1dyll, u they 

dld in England and Franae • 

• met the landlcrd ot the White houae up the hUl. 

He live. and workS in Florenoe . ne made a bri1l1ant 

attaok on the pre.ent state ot th1nga in a 10l1d, r1n81nS 

Toloe, hl. e., s popping out or hI. head. Se aa1d he'd 

s.en & TV Pl'csr e about hOlJ to teed the inoreaa1nS 

populations ot th wor14 . It sa e4 there re great 

p0881b1l1t1ea---m1ll1ons ot aores or land I' main UDoUltlT­

ated-marehland , tropioal bush, des.rt, the sea-bed • 

ae atruok hls hand on the table smartly: 'T. sit 

and watoh thls nonsense OIl O\ll' sore •• and out81d .. -, 
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he turned towards the window, w1th Feaollle below-­

' there are thousands at aores at our own land ldle-­

perhaps the r10hest land in the world, basking in the 

riohest ol1mate--and we hue to go to trpp10al lanc1a 

three thousand miles away to tind our tood l l'Ihat 

1diooyl 1!\ere ts more than enough tood tor all or us 

out.1d in thOle t1elds ' we s1t watch1ng these prQ3remm.. 

while .e squander the lnher1tano ot oentur1es---the 

vines we 1nherited are 01ng rotten, the ol1.,e trees are 

unpruned l And we oall oursel ..... 1nte1JJ.eent , we S8y 

wetve advanoed. we send our ohildren to aohool to 11s'en 

t o this nonsense while the taota under their noses are 

w1thheld trom theml' 

He sa1d tbat cmly I4Uasol1n1 had dared to taokle the 

probl • th1rty yeara ago, and toresaw What would happen. 

You hear thie eo hoed by the peasants ae n11 , whether 

t hey&re OOlllllun1at or not. He knew ' how to treat t he 

ItaUans ', they are 'an undisoiplined people .' 

1be oollapSe of tasoism struck dOlftl an energetio , 

i ntelligent , unpleasant ola .. of men. You oan eee them 

sltting about the squar .. today-men With nearly 41s­

tlngulshed taoes , 1dle , ne.leTo1ent, emblttered: semi-

1ntellectuals , stmi-Sentlemlln. 1boy would 11llB to do 

.,1011enoo to lite ag in per_pa--but they oan't break t r ee 

tran the1r own Umel .. s nature. . Reform 1e at mply 

against t he Ita:l.1an sentus . 1beir attempts at 1t.--

like taso1sm---end in 41aaeter. 11187 don" bel1ew in 

the world and the tlesh suff101ently . 
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It turns what they do beline into rhetorio . 

All Italian lite outside Rome has th1s rhetorloal 

overtone. Th1s g1Tes toreigners the m1staken impress­

ion that Italy 1s eent1mental, because of her rhetor1oal 

pleasure 1n .entiment . 

Foreigners are the Bisnor1 who bless plaoes by the ir 

presence . They bles8 the hated 0CllJ1trys1de, thO hated 

antique houseG . rur presenoe in this Tall., hat produoed 

a rUlh at enquiries tor land 'to buU4 a v111a on' . ~ 

enqu1r1es are rhetor1cal . So would the v111as be, it ther 

were bullt. Their 1'001118 wwld be showp1eoe • • 

only Rome i. unrhetorioal . Rhetor1c 1s prov1noial, 

the tear ot 'I'Ulgarlt,' . This 18 Why Gianni make. aet 

speeches: he Is t171n8 above the basiO wlgar chaos . 

R~tor10 1s so powerful that it mar lead a man to 

eat What he disl1kes and enjoy it more than whet he 

11k.. . The peasants WhO live near the dentlst at 

Pogglbonsi talk about hi. r1ding betore breaktaat Wlth 

a oertain puzzlement . They say. 'Yes, he rides tor 

amusement I It d1 verts himl' The7 . oan 't really under­

etand Why he doesn't 80 b7 oar . But It he put (l1 a 

unltorm, w1th shining ~lack boot •• and had a roUDue at 

attendants, they would underatan4 . It would be rhetor-

10al, h would be l!IIlkll16 a tine t1sura. 

Toda7 began br16ht and 0014, with a thin mist nU1Ds 

the land. Then there wer.t the uauaJ. olOUds, with thl 

sun appear1n8 now and then . 5 e of the clouds were 

blaok:, t1eroe-look1Ds. 'lbere was no srow1n8 heat as 
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usual CD an Ausus' d87. 1'he in'f1gort.t1ng ohUl 

remained. Sannim .. you teel it 18 a s~r soiroooo, 

beoaWle at the warm stllln.s., then it 8.. NOY er. 

Now t1lmder i. l'Urltlling in the di.tano., and a atarm 

.eems to be drawing near. 

Gu1do AgnareUi brought the yeut oyer tor our 

bread and told U8 that the agreement tor him to mOft 

into this hOll8e 1n January wae already tued. All the 

produce wUl be hie. a. wUl gi.,. our landlady the 

t1n7 .um at titty thOll8and lir •• y.ar, hardly .noush 

to pay the taxe.. a. tol4 UII tbat hi. brother wUl be 

leaTiDa the land tor good--he'U .tart u • buUder' • 

mate, earn1ns thr.. thcuaand lire a 487 1netea4 ot the 

two thouaand he would g.t ae • labourer CD dally hire. 

'I'd do that m;rae1t,' Gu1do .ai4. 'but I'll too 014 

to ohang •• 

The peuanta den" ••• to realiee _at ft.t knOWledge 

they haTe, about the orope. 1'hey oount it n~h1Ds. 

'lbeyaaeume that I, be1ns .4uoat.d. knOW ju.t u lIIIloh .. 

they do about how to tiU tbe rowe tar Tin •• prune the 

OUT ... out the .. eel. beat tbe bean-poda when they're 417 

w1th fl&78, tend the oattle at n1sht When they giT. 

birth, teed the hundreds at 8 .... and duoka and oh10k-

ena, transfer the tlrat Wine and to Tat. and squeeze the 

Ju10e ot dry ..... t grape. into it.. They know the 

influeno. ot the 1IOOIl--how the Wine in the barre~ 

1'1 ... at full 1l00n, t1U1ns tbe gl ... bowl at the top. 

'!hey know not to plant when there 18 no moon. '!'hey 
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know the s18M ot tho 8q. But the oo11_pao ot the 

....ona is toppl1nB their wcrk. ~ir pre4iotiona no 

longer we. 'l'bey oan no longer rel1abl;y rea4 tho sq. 

Anything _;y happen at an;y t1ma . 'lher oOOd be _ storm, 

a sudden avalancho ot rain in a olearish sq, tollowed 

b;y tleroe sunl18ht br1nBing daea to the Tin • And 

80 it seems that even God 18 against their going on with 

tho old work. 

WO had a chat about tood, U the darkness of the 

oourtyard. auido said he would Jlut the tood..e.dUlt8raton 

'up against th r.all' (a favourito expr asion ot hiS, 

though he's the aUdest JD8n on earth). oat or the man-

utaoturers laUghed at the tines 1mposed on them he said. 

'!'heir protit8 " re 80 big that the;y ocru.d afford a 

periodioal tin. At one 1:11:18, h s81d. he used to bu;y 

hiB wine 1n town, but then h b~an to wonder why he 

always felt bad. He had oramps 1n ha stOlllAch. 'l'bese 

stopped soon atter he b en drink1n! his awn produoe. 

He Bt111wondered 11' that wine was what had c1ven h1m 

k1dnor trouble . 

+ + + 

'l'be first sunday of september: the 'hunting ' 

Beason 1s on us. All day there have been tor-oyoloB 

and oars outa1de the house . At d n the WOod8 began to 

r ..... rb.rate with thuds and tlllmpa, from various types ot 

oartridg. At abqut noon they becan to retire, W1th 

\ 

, 
\ 
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hare •• pheasanu and rabbit. hans1Ds trOll their belta . 

Dino'. brother got a hare soon attar dawn. 'lb.e tint day'. 

oarnage 11 always the sreat.st---th. animals aren't ex­

peating you. 

Dino desoribed how a dog tollOWD the pheaaant's 

soent . The pheasant believes she is being tollowed by 

the eye, and thinks it enough to wriggle under leaves and 

braoken, and 11e thero quietly. But the dog atands stock 

st1ll, close to thwhere he 11es, \faiting for the hunter's 

signal to leap torward; the pheasant fiies up in panic 

and you shoot . This is the theory anyway. 'lb.e hunt re 

and their mongrels make such an unbelievable din that 

the pheasant s are warned dll in advanoe . Like Cyrano 

de Dergerao's noae , the hunter's noise prooedes him by a 

quarter at an hcur. 
, 

11\e seesen began unotficially lest nisht .rust atter 

we got to bed a soooter stopped outSide the courtyard and 

we heard a hunt r plod alo 17 past our bedroom window jn 

hi. rubber boots . A tew minutes later a shot rang out 

at the edge 01' the oods, toll owed by another . There ... 

bright moonlight . Shooting at night 1& a grave o1'tenoe . 

You may shoot after sunrise and betors dusk. The penalty 

1& tile loss ot ycur lioence or even imprisonment . 1he 

road below is was being patrolled by keopers at tile 

time. l,e waldered about this l1d, lonely hunter, 

bent on his quarry 1n the oonlight. Drunk, perhaps. 

or on of the k opers . 

All evenine there had been an atmosphere at zero 

\ , 

\ 
\ 
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hour. In 'town' there were group8 or rubber-booted 

warrior.. Y'OIltha .ere poll.hing the1r gun.. 'Blere wu 

II lot or talk abOllt the oarnase to take plaoe the net 

d87--bancla bel118 rubbed. oonn1'Yins slanoe. be1ns exohansed. 

All tal.e: .ad. _an. underneath. Another little bit 

or rhetorl0. Glanni. it ,.. oatoh a hare in ClUr head­

llghta. shClUts at enoe. 'Drl"e taau n.ts Kill itl' 

An an1Dll meen. bY' deUnlUOll that Whloh ls to be killed. 

SmilSns17 the peaaanta saY' that Christ lald 1t down--­

animals tor U8 to eat, sreen thinsa tor aniDll. to eat. 

SID111nSl7 the prlest. had let tM. be known. 'Blat Chr1.t 

nner .ald anY' auoh thins 18 absolnd by the smile. 

'lhe oabin. ln the woo4a will be used tor shooting 

blrds. When the tlrst 'hea"1' hunting haa dled down 

the men wUh aliDlller rifles ,,111 plod up the path to 

thelr oab1ns, to sU hldden behind reeds. 1hey w111 

talce oases or temale bllaokblrda and thrUshes W1 th thea. 

'lhe.e w111 sins 11ke heaTen let loose. AnA male bacia 

,,111 be drawn eo.tatioa117 down to thea. and wl11 be 

abat . 

Meat-eat inS in Ita17 has an obsesshe 81 de • due to 

oen1:Url .. or miseria. 1'r8dlt1onal17 the pea.ant watohed 

the landowner eat _at. Se had an oooas1enal rabblt ot 

oh10ken hu.elt. DallY' meat-eat~ 18 a .7JIlbol or the 

new prosper1t7. On the whole T8f3etar1anlsm 1s thousbt 

stupendous17 1dUotlo and unthlnkable. PitY' tor animals 

18 largely absurd. li:.,.ryone reters to la povera besUa, 

mean1ns that SCXI8l thought and ohar1t7 are due to oreaturee 
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whloh laok scaals. wantcm oruelt)- it ruled out. At 

the nme t1me anj-ls are not thought to sutter a.e _n 

sutter. \Vh they behaTe With more 4e11oaoy and deoenol' 

than men, th18 1a notioed and 8om8 oooru.ed pbUosophl81Dg 

talce. place. 

KU1~ 81''''.18 1s aleo in the nat~ ot revese. 

'Dlel' ~e ln the same WQIl"ld .. the spirl U ot the w004ll; . 

as devUs and au dark th1Dsa. Animals are olO1!e to the 

hel11sh reSlone. Pan ot the olnemeaa--and the real 

wlsdom--ot the Churoh ft. that lt taU8ht men to be 80 . 

atraid ot the dark, ot solitude, ot natU1'8 to th1nk 

ot devoutne.s a8 a sound polioy ot 8urvl~. In a bed­

room at night you abut the wi ndow. Usbt asa1nat the baA 

spirits . In a world 11ke that you teel you need God. 

Flout1Ds the Ohuroh _ant expodns yourselv_ to th .. e 

bad things that poured 1n trom the '1;4an_te' wor14 ot 

an1mals an4 growiDs thlnsa. 'Dle Cburoh retained an 

extraordinary hold cm tbe ltal1an JI1nd untU weU on 1n 

the t wentleth oentury by the exped1ent qt perpetuatlns 

Nan a ttl tudea. 

'Dle 'hunter' shoots into the dark reg10n ot h18 

tears and 41aguata • . scme'.s he us .. a sort ot SU). 

maohine sun, spraying bullets 11ke a Oh10880 bandit, 

onll' w1t~ the amiable dittereno. that he 18 plal'1Ds. 

And 80me people sal' 1ibat hunting 18 hit CiIll.y 

soaps tr a auttooating tamily lite. He ls 8hoot1ns 

a t his other 1n law. 

+ + + 
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Dem Dino, our prle.t, broUSht II two ord1nanda 

trCIII th. Rngl18h Collese 1n HOllIe . • sat em wr ba1oem7 

4rlnk1ns tea, talklng halt in English and halt in Itallan. 

Dem Dino oauUoua17 leaToa hi8 tea...-h lsn't used to it, 

he .a18. P1'otoatanUIIIl. tea and wholemeal bread mean a 

8trange and Tiolent ·' world tar h1JI. We all laugh at the 

glnser17 war he pushe. the oup 88ido. 

At noca he .tood UII up and .ald the angelua. ~eadins 

trCIII. h18 prayer book. I notioed how DUoh tJreer the 

Inglish were . ~87 real.17 • em the obUdren at, protea' .. 

anUa, oOlllp8l'ed with him, though the,. are aa 'RODIPn' aa 

he la. ~ey joke about .Clll.e ot the .ainte. with mild 

impatienoe, and aotually 8.em to be thlnk1ns out ,hell' 

rel1glem. Don Dino .eema never to have thought in h18 

lU., onl7 to have aoo.pted and tollowed. yOU oao .e. 

that the1r oonsolenoe. are allT • • 

+ + + 

Atter two brisht, .parkling da78---tba tint in 

september--the alq tUle brood1ns17 116a1n. 'lbere w.re 

blaok oloud. and alternate .tuttr heat and tro.1m ••• • 

During th08e tlrst br1shti dara you oould teel the other 

weather OClll1n8, in a peouliar nervoUil expectaUon, liD 

an eleotrloal throbb1ng in your b0d7. Tihen the tlnt 

lIla_dT. oloud. 081118 the a1r went .took .Ull, the pre ... 

ure wa. enormoua, with sudden ahatti. ot burniIIg and 

blindlns aunlSaht. 'l'here waa a brlef .tiom and then 
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oame a 116M aU'WIIlal rain at the 80rt you set in the 

mOWlblU, IlIIlklDg a lIlOU1'I1tul. drlpp11'18 tr the lea.,.s 

and .. mlst that drUts thrOU8h the branohea. People 

are lrritable, eye1q the leaden .. gr.,. olcuds. SameUmes 

,he sk7 1. swUt, sometim .. tixed aullenl:r. 

Yet the heat hun't gOM, tor all the rain. .. 

declded to go to the sea but turned baok at Volterra. 

There .. re low, m1sty olcuda 8Or088 the whole barren 

range ot salt-hills 888t at the town. e tCAlnd a Un:r 

laD tar below the road, wUh a hill stloking up at lte 

dde 11ke a monatrOWl ant-heap, sheer en all tides., 

e sheUered trom the rain 10 a peasant hcuae end the 

onwer poloted out the abandoned house. aU round, a 

tloe palazso surrcunded b)' o)'pre.ses en tho other slde 
, 

at 'he "Ue:r-abandcned, together With ltl tenant 

hou.... ot about three hundred peaeantl who used to 

11.,. 10 ,he area tewer than th1rt7 remalo. .A.t 018 tlllle 

the tarm up tbe roa4 had tort)' or t1ft)' head ot oattle, 

but now t here were hard!)' more than thr ... 

SUdden!)', 1n the IIl1d41e at the n16ht , a tleroe wind 

started up--doora and windaws slammed, there W88 boOllP 

11'18 no18e down 1I1e oh1lllne:r. 1'he tree. outa1de bent OYer . 

Branohes tlew ott. b oraok. 10 the 1'1040_ Whloed • 

• rulhed to take the geranium "ase. d01lll tr the baloc:n:r 

waUs . It was quUe dark--lIhree rsr tour o'olock • 

After twenty IIl1nutes it stopped 80 8uddenl:r that we owld 

hardly boline that it bad taken plao., and the niSht ... 

sUU and warm again, w1th heaT7 olouda. 
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'l'he pitter-patter at rain on the tile. i_ usual. 

now. S tlm_ 111 glw. w&7 to the thund r at hail • 

The l1ght. are out ott. 

e got a load at gunahot in our bedroom window 

this atternoon but luoleU,. the .bitten re cl08ed. 

I rushed to the window and shwted down , 'VaeabqndU 

ohe tanno? woi BIlI7IIlzzarolt' etc . I re811ee4 the,. 

cwldntt hear a thing as they wore a1tting CIl their 

motor oyule. w1th the engines _tUl on. There were thr .. 

or them. b,. sat there l1ke clowns out or Shale a­

peare. I dashed d01fll to th r-oa4 and pinn d on CIle, 

a pe.l.. , enlrJ.3r-look1Dg fUlcineUo . 

'Dld ;you t1re Just tben'l' 

'Flre? Fire?' H. loolClld as 1t he didn't know what 

a sun waa . 

'l'he other no looked more hcmel.y and I turned to them: 

'Did lOU tlre?' 

Yea, they had tired and -moadODJl! 1_ trolaS-the7 

had 111 ... 4, 'lbe blrd had sot awayl '!be,. kn •• 110 w .. 

wamded but it had limped an,.. 'l'he,. kloked 1ohrough the 

bu.hes 100 Within a toot ot our bedroo window. 

'Do you rea11s. that yw Just now tU'ed into our 

windoW'l ' 

'What?' 1'he:v gapod, tb 1r 8y s stUl blaz1n£ tr 

the exc1tement ot the chase •. 

1'hen thoy came to. 'tmposs1bl" one or them sald . 

t I tired therel' And he pointed atraish t at; the bedroom 

w1ndow. 
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'It macJe a hole thls b18,' I .aid, makll18 a hole 

the eize ot a potato w11lh rrrr tingere. 

'So YQ.l 'ft taken this old hou.e, have yeu?' the 

homely man asked. 'I've aeen you in toWn.' 

'I can't find ttl' yelled tho other ene,. kicking abou1; 

in the maooh18.. 'I know I wounded 1t. A blackbird, 

Madonna cane a • 

Then he oBllll8d down. 1'hey turned their cyole8 round 

and w1 th a oheertul good-ovon1n6 rode ott. 

':the . hunt11l8 _kea the "'oode 8eem Slooay and avase. 
upeo1ally With the iron olouds overhead.. '" peoul1ar 

olown1ll8 trio oomss at dawn. 1'hey callout to each 

other dramatioally through the tree8 While their dose yap 

and aquoal. When they bas sGIlletbinc one at them ll1ake. 

a 80rt ot high-pitched crom .. it aariequin had hit h1IIl 

OVer the head with a 1'Ilbber trunoMm. You expect meah';' 

an10d tears to squ1rt out at h18 eye.. ' Woo-hoo-ooQ­

hoo-hool' he goes. 

Gienn1 oame back looking nbausted and pal atter a 

week on the road. I asked him to return in the even1llg-­

'come and tell us 11 about 1t, what you 88.W in SiOiJ.y, 

the people you 11181/ .. ' He looked puzZled by thie, but he 

oame dut1tully. At onoe )le plunged into a 8et recital 
, , 

that lasted an hour. It W&8 a kind of sohool-rttalUDl 

ot pl.·ovincial d1fterenoee in the south. I suppose be 

thought that was what I wanted. ¥/hen 1t riae over I 

aeked him, did he get enough exercise? Otl ye_, ho 

got enough exercise. unload1n6 and then reloading tlle 
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truok enry tew hundred kllometre. . An4 tbID there were 

the halta on the roa4 • 

Three or tour minutea later he .a14 that on'e ot the 

troubles was, you didn't get enough exorcioe . You were 

leaning arer a wheel all the t1me. 

'And Illl. t~t tUth thoy serve up in the restaurants , 

especially the Jll8at--tlle further 80uth you go the worse 

lt ls. You wonder lf' lt'o not a dee or a oat you're eat­

ing. On at our drlvers oan't work any noro-he'. gme 

down w1 th stomaoh trouble, h18 nerves are wreokedl t He 

then made a speeoh about youth. 'Youth today ian't • t-

1.tled wlth a pleoe at breed and a bar at chocolate on it 

as a treat l1ke it use4 to be . roe aren't; so easlly sat­

hUed, not like our mothers and tathel'll' t 

I asked him, supposing the gare1'lUll8nt made a good 4 al 

tor agrioulture and inoreaaed dally-hire earnings to, .ay, 
three or tOUl' thoueand 11re, would he oome b ok to the 

land? Yea, yea' He'd return gladly it he oould maD a 

deoent 11Ting---as good as . a tactory-worker oou1d haTe. 

'lbe land would then represent a future tctr him, not 80l11S­

thing to tall baok on when h18 1uok was down. 

I desorlbed the farms in GerlllU11 with their hug 

elm trees , the horsos and tall wooden houses. the sense 

J'Q\1 got there, not only in the south, in BaTarla, but 

olos. to Hamburg as well, of' a Great thriVing land­

tradltion wh1ch had got stronger t z~ Industria., not 

weaker. 'lhere were tamll . , I sald, w1th ten or elenn 
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ohUdNn. 1111 JOU1J8 .Ull worked the lan4. beoau .. 1t 

was a .olid and 1'NIl noh lUI. 

'Ab ,...,' he sai4. 'In Rwada too' 'Dle pea8flDu 

get a good 4eal theft too,' 

Rueda IIUM1n8 the land or happr p"eant-oWMn, in 

Italr. Dino'a tather-in-law he. stalin'. pioture CI1 hia 

bedroom wall. It balanoe. the madc:nn1l1a OYer the bed-­

it 1. the male <lreaa that the Churoh taUed to pro'Y14e . 

In eClllle hOUM. it repl.aoe. the madc:nn1D.a altogether. 

+ + + 

It 18 auddenlr oold. 'Dle rain poura down atea41lr, 

w1th low 6re" eki .. and 4rUt1Dg lIl1.t.. We ne.d win.r 

olothe.. thoush it i. c:nlr th. til'll t w"k in s.ptember. 

'Dl. h111a be"c:nd the 'YUler. towards Siena. look barren 

and ohiU. In an hGUJ". t1M it ooul4 be hot. A .t111, 

olear n1gbt oan olOlld oyv in a t_ minut •• and a .tara 

auddenlr 1"18.. The peuanh .ar. 'Onl oan't unde1'8tan4 

antrh1ns anr JaON". mean1ns the -Jer. Delft a1 oapuoe 

nienteS 

There are .aid to he'Ye b .. n tloods 111 1'rl .. te. SlOW 

along the Alto-Adige • 

Italr SlT- wa" oampletelr to the weather: inter10l'8 

are bare, a1t1ns tor a ahatt ot .unlight to gUd the .. 

Sunlight i. part or the Ital1an ohareoter. neo' .. err Wl.1ke 

.ater. In the :rain e,..r;y1Ihing wa1y-the tr •••• the 

hOll.... people. It le dark and at111 all dar. wUh the 
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alow 1'a1n. BUt people are 11111417 exoited too, 1»7 the 

abnormalit7. At JII,Ilrke' ye.terday th.re .. s an atma.phere 

ot hUarlt7. ihe rain bringa int1mllo1, and no work. 

111e hired workers like Dino .ta1 at; hODD.. and ann tt paid. 

That brings a ho11day teel1n8 . He told me that leat 

winter, bocause 01' the 8M18S8 rain and Qo1d, everybody 

ran up bUla at the shopa--they I' nt' earning . Zie,. 

'planted nails', as the Italian calla debtB--pi!l!ltavano 

oh1odU some , he addecl with his hoo st, 1sttul. emU., 

were sood enough to honour their b11ls Whon they "ere 

earnins again, but othera-took their ou.torn el841wbere ••• 

Angelo c down yeat erday wrapped in fA brown over .. 

ooat , with w ter dripping tl'OlIl h1. noat, and askod it we 

oould take his mother into 'town'. 1, sald ,.e., an4 we 

walted tor her. But the rain b an pO\U'1ne; down in a 

tantaaUo aftlanob.e , and she d1dn't OOl!» . H. told ua 

that G1anni was in sarcllnia, With another load at turnl" 

un . He probabl,. mead Siolly. It w .. better thls war, 
he .ai4-wi tli Glanni •• rn1t:8 enouSh fio rlAY tor hi. own 

oigarettes and a sUit at clothe' now and th • Be, 

Angelo; worked the land but th H wa_ neva- enough mClle,. 

to 'put uide.' oney stU~ means eavings in the p asent 

world, not spendins _ter1al . 

We call our latest pig Giaoomo. Gino lets him cut 

to roam th 1'ield below tho road tor perhaps an hOll1' a 

day. At the end at thi. eventful lUe , in tour or t .1vo 

montbS" t1me, he w111 have h1s throat out, With t1w ar 

.1% 118ft' 1 aning on him, and bl ed to death, screaming. 

\ 
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But more and ore tbey are .ubstituting the .1aUgh ru t. 

platol tor thi. method • 

some .natohea at quite stronc .unl18ht todar. But 

tbere 18 nell at th~ usual soptember 0 ?!lo air 1_ 

weak end damp. 111st drUt rosa tbe hUla north at 

Siena. I walked 4~ into tbf T1neyard thia momlng and 

tho 61' poe ar . sim tar behlnd. 'lh0)' shWld be a deep 

or1m8on colour no . Tho wh1te on~s shWld be yollo and 

plump, but they are all atill pale. 1.1: there 18 real~ 

strong IU nlSsht tar too rest at september s ,4ne misht 

oar» out at it, 8bou~ ten desreea at aloohol In ntrength., 

but ethoN1a. 1t tfill bo hopelesa. Dlno h tCllIld us 

s . ww of thlrte n and a halt d groes hieh "e ce.n store 

tor two or threo years . en the whole pGEUI nts don't like 

matured wlne. 'lbey salU t s too 'flat', too heaT.Y. ?!lor 

l1ke the YCWlS wine, whioh 1s still V1T 010ua and apa!'kl.1ng. 

1bey aH II pUoal about our "me lest1n8 a" many aa three 

year • • 

Glannl appeared briefly ogaln, W1 U1 .8 brand-ne" 

wr1atwatoh. ne has b to Oalabria. • aJ.read:y. talks 

about tlw 'old daya' joked tc(: thar. as 1t thor 

were ~ p in the past . Ue looked matter at t~t. H 

made ·no speeohes. To keep h1mael1' awake tor night.. 

dr1'Y1ng he'd drunk eTenteen oups at eott one day. he 

.al . Since !II1oh or the oaf tee is ground barle:v, orzo, 

Its .t1mulaUng etreet lCi small . Their 61'ru.n at home 

had been throshe tho ok betaro, he ta1.d UB , and We'd 

missed the 11' harvest supper . 'But 1 t IJouldn't have 
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been 8n7 Bood without _ &' he added gaUy. 

~. weather .eems to be •• Ul1n6 int o winter, 

and winter ol oth • feel lIlore and ore ocmtortable , thOU8h 

it 18 not yet the tbird week 1n september. A oortain 

g1'1m nUll1ty bee;11l8 to ".tUe on people, as 1t what ohVlll 

the.v had, whioh was I" ally very llttle ~ i. go~ into 

hlbernation. only Dino kCOp8 hiB bright smUe . Bls 

whole taoe 18 a smile . always . not just hls ttouth. 

Today Glaoomo was so happy to bl) 1.ot out at hl8 

dungeen that he ran tull t11t d~n tM road towards Volterra 

and Gino had to ohMa atter hlm. Be then d1d tho same 

aor088 the fleld . Be haa a w1 tty turn at mind. 1b 

other day he ran into tle oattlehou to in~ot It. and 

When Gino eha d h1m out he oJ.1m1)ed up t~ steps to our 

entrano •• snuting madly . H' sot a kiok in the 8148 at 

tho tace tor that. oh _de him squeal. Gino saYl'l he 

wCll ' 1I let h1m out again. Be JIIlba too moh ' tu.as t • So 

he 1111I,t spend the rest 01' hlD short lite in darkne,8 . 

wi th Just room to mOTe round in. Be Oan hardly 8UPPon 

h1m:!elt <XI. h18 b ok less lt 1S . tuough ov r-1'. din« 

d over-cantinement . 

I'le wont to I.uooa tor the testa or tho santo Volto 

when oruoifixes and banners and av n tall altar-p1ea 8 

are brought trail ohurches all over the town's pN9'inoo-­

trcm p1sa and ossa oerrarn and Vlaregcio--to be drawn 

in prooessi<XI.. We arr1ved w;en t he oandles were alread)­

al18ht-hundred.s at t1ny tapers traming the windows nn4 

poro • AIil arohes and even rooftops. in a tw1nkl1ne; masa 
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that IIIIlde the town look 11ke the moet exqu1a1 te 

wedding oake eYer _de. ':the trattl0 wu barred, and 

waltlng ordld. Wlth that epeolal intimate Luoohe.e 

humour surged through the narrow .tr.et.. We parked 

the oar on top ot the imIDe •• wall that baa pre.ened 

the tdln'. lntlm.aor ter oenturle., and wUl renew lt 

when trattl0 18 barnd ono. and tor all. ':th. wonder­

tul. overladen shops and bu.y oat •• glowed on eUher side. 

The theatre, a Qulet, .edate, baroque build1ng, looked 

like a miniature palao. under Ua oandlelight, ataruUng 

behind a square that .eemed made tor oookaded 801d1e1'8 

to parade in. s . lI1oh.le had great tlam1ng taper • 

beh1n4 lt8 tiers at pUlara and arohes, eo that it seemed 

to noat and roll in flame. W1th a strange and wUd 

mol' nt. e p .aed the little ohuroh at S . Fredlano, 

bumped and modeat, lrlng under ane-&ro-lamp, neglected 

by the te.ta, watoh1Jl8 humblr and a little gloweringl)'. 

'!'he oat •• were tulle People were orowded at the window. 

and balo_le.. 'lbe baker .hop •• ere .elling r1ng-.hapH 

•• eet 108ft. w1th ourrante in them. on Ul.e aquare betore 

the oe.thedral there were stalls '01' doughnut8 and toys 

and .weet.. The prooe881Cll ft8 torming up in cUtter." 

parte at the town. 'lbe nlsht was olear and warm. and we 

.ere in our awnmer olothes again. People were aweeplng 

into the town from all the gate., hU1'1'11n6 • 

Then the erdSnary 116hte went out. 11e 8tood in 

front at one at the doughnut atalls, wlth the hot tat­

emoke in our tao... and the atmer unsorewed the eleotric 

bulb OYer our head.. 'lbe proces.lon .tarted. A band 
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struok up. '!he hum at voioes grew louder . '!he orowu 

surged. 'l'here were ohildren in Arme, old men, staring 

y~ wcmen , boys olose together, priestll. And the tirst 

toppl1118 orOM came slowly along, abOTe people 's hoada, 

born like a treasure, swaying sl1e;htly, high in the air , 

olasped 1n the arms of a a1 ngle man, making him bond his 

knees w1th the effort, whUe two others tood olose to 

relieve him at 1t every tew yards. And this man made a 

strange slow danoe with the oross 1n his arma, 80 that it 

turned 1n the air, tho dead Christ s d to j~, the 

oruolflxion had beo ome the Victory, the joy. Ohrist 

seomed to bow and leap. He W8 black, Jet-blaok, and 

sh1n1ng, and they had draped Q golden robe rwnd hi. 

middle , with a taBsle dangling down, so that he swayed 

and dtlnoed in thll a1r w1 th a IItrMge eolltatic grief, 

olothed delioately and thouebttully like marTellous 

ohild. 'lben oame bonners and smaller orOll 8, and men 

1n blaok cloaks With pOinted hoods like monsters at the 

Klu Klux Klan, and thlolc candles held h1e;h aboTe, on 

stiokS, tollC1ifed by a joyous tanine: band. And again 

there was a toppling Christ, this time with sprays of gold 

leat pouring out trcm hla arms 1n great tinkling globes 

as he sW8yod along . a shower at light In the darkness , 

th& gold swathing his broken and patlont body round with 

oolour • 

'l'b.e prooess1w swept alo."18 with one rauoous band 

after another , olashlng and achoing in the night . 

There were monkS, priests, server. f yClUthB dreeaed a8 
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med1aeval soldiers w1th lons hair that JIl8d e their 

tao08 look roal and dark and Tlrllo. An4 8uddenly, 

as ono ot tho last orosses passed , swaying above ita 

bearer like a to er, there 08ll1e a burst or 118ht and 

8IIloke and shatter1ng noise from one ot the roots s 

tlroworks went up, mak1ns a silver blaze over the town 

like th eye or a great an1mal watch1ns and tlsshlns. 

And as eaoh ne cross passed people olapped and oil rod. 

'!he orowd was thlok and hot . BellS rang out . 'ltlere 

was the w1ldness of talth, delioate and loud and Joyful 

1n harmonious oontradlotlon , with masces at sound and 

oolour and 11eht . the kind of worshtp that to Its shame 

the Churoh put out , in sototy-t1rst . 

+ + + 

The raw hoo let up and again the hunt rs are out 

at d JIll, p"o line round the house llke steeo dot oUve. 

and oalling to their d~s . There is l1ttle same lett , 

atter the t'irat day's llI488 oro. Hardly a shot r1nea 

out. 

e rec~nlsed one ot tho noisiest of the dawn 

marauders: th vUleee carpentor, thin, pal. man . 

I sot my deBk tran him, 1'01' 'V1 ry lit t1e • A t the top at 

the hUl we all" a l1ttle g therlng at hunter 1n their 

ueu81. Sear, standing bout military o()l'M'l!lndcrtil . '!hey 

remindod me 01' photographs at tasclst officers tran th 

18810 war . stand1n8 at tho edge ot wooda before an attack. 



• 

• 

• 

• 

• 

- 158 -

'!he wet truther produces a oertain surlin ss In th • 

The other da, we ere standing at P soll1e talklng ~o en. 
ot the tamUls., aboot eight of WJ on thO road, and a 

hunter passed on a soooter in hi. pantomime gear . HG 

draw to a stop at our slde and murmured with en unpleasant­

ly abashed smUe , '1te r~d 1s publio , you know.' r:e 

smiled at him and aald , ''lbere'. enoueh room tor yoo,' 

and he drov unsteadUy en towal'da hls k1ll. 

The other day , in tho gloolD3' weather , I drOfs oyer 

one of our pigeons, ooming into the 0 aurt yard . 'lbs tyre 

lII10t have pinioned one of h I' w1n6s . drawn her under . 

Her mate flo qul/lkly up , w~h an unUflual rushing ove'" 

ment hloh I notlced ins1de the car withoot rea11a1ng 

what I'd dene . lie got out and went upstairs, and only 

t here , atter a tow rn1nutes , when I happened to look oot 

or tho wlndow oaoually , dId I soe the pigeon sunk into 

the 1111(\, almost t'lat . · 1te ~le WI1S 1n th nost and I 

oould soo his r ear feathers movIng as he sat norvOO8ly 

over the young . I 170nt down Cl sooopod tho creature 

up 1n a newspap~r, tor G1no to see . Thero sn't a 

soratoh on her bndy--I real1 ed by her darker rUngs 

t hat she was the fQ!'ltlle . I ol1tlbcd up to tho neBt and 

foun d the tiny. tenth r10ss squabs. sitting huddled . 

t ogether . I asn't sure that the lllAle tlQuld continue 

to look aftor tmm. I shall get hIm anothor femllle . 

but only af:tGr thoso young aro reared . He would desert 

them it mated aga1n too soon. 
\ 
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All the tollow1ng mornlng h dldn't appear . Gino 

sald that almost oerta1nly he walt out t1nding tood . And 

later I tound him ~tt1ng plaoidly ln the nest with the 

squabs under him. He didn't stir When I looked in . 

It made teel gl~ and restle8s . sometimes h. 

appraoohee the te le at the other Qouple end the m61.. 

walk8 tlrmly aoross hls path, putt1ng hl. breaat . 

Dino took me to the looal wine taot01"1. In the 

entl'8noe there were hundredll or fla80hl ~ r d and whit 

w1ne, lined up 11ke pamted aol41er8 . Further inslde 

there were glrls standlng at a movlng belt. looking t1red 

and bored, wlth pale tae s . It '1188 towards the end ~ 

the day. A pr1nted sohedule on the wall gava clOSing 

time as slx o'olook, but it was nearly ceven. ~e 

employer oan exaot longer hours-'Let's Juat t1n1ah 

these bottles so that we oan get them loaded'---b oause 

ther4t are mor women th jobs tor them. 

~e girls 111 re paat1ng red 8nd golden labels on the 

tinsohi as they Jerked put. 'l'bere 11188 a young man 

oalled 'the ohemlst' . 1he t:1aaohl emer~d fran a omu].­

at1ng plattorm, where they were t11lod ohanloal1y 1'1'011 

taps . Here an old man was 8ittlng , thein and tight-taced , 

with sharp but strangely naked and liteless eyes . Like 

the g11'1s he was very pale . He 1 an d en a suok, a • 

be took oleaned bottl •• of the belt and tlxed them under 

the tapa . I took him tor 8 peasant but Dino sald. '111 

owner . ' 
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The Old mAn IIhowed us round while the g1rl~ looked 

on l1stl88s1y, 111<:e ocndamned prisoners. bre re thiok 

hoe.plpes issuing from oement vats , and these 8upp11ed the 

tapa . 

'So olean I ' tho owner sald proudly t and Dino echoed 

him: 'Clean, clean" 

The ohemist's l1ttle off1ce ~ pointed out. 'Here, ' 

Dino whispered to .IilO , '18 where they 0 the fb:ing .' I 

lookod in and saw small bottles rked 'Pure Alcohol' . 

' Red Carbol1c Ac1d' , 'SUlph1.ll'ic Ac1d.' 

In the oorr1dors between tho tall oement vats t re 

re sackS at pulverised citr1c and asoorbio a01d, used 

to oorrect the low 30id contont of tho wine and not harm­

ful in tholllBolves . I not10ed thllt tho hoee'p1pe feeding 

tho c1rcular plattorm With wine d1dn't in tact COllB frQ'll 

tm cement vats at all but pru3secl through a wall to a 

halt-hidden ~ on th roof outside. I saw that aocess 

to this cwld only be reaohed through tho owner's private 

quarters e.bov . I asked was this h1ddon tank to '0001' 

the wine be1'ore 1t went 1nto the bottles? But the owner 

brushed tho qu sUcn llside v86usly--no, no 1t was only 

another t k, a sort of subs1d1ary tank, they were go1ng 

to remo'la 1 t soon (but 1t as now) . I for d t~ ldea 

that this waa how the ohemioals reached the wino , W1th';' 

out any apparent presonce or ohom1oal sub4t«noe8 in the 

tactory 1tself. It an 1nspeotor coco ramd all you 

would have to do 1s to d1sconnect the pipe and run 1t 

straight throogh the vats . 111e inspeotor l'Iould know 
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perf610tly well what had gene OIl but h might not teel 

1nol1n to pres8 the pOint . 

When Dino 8&1d, out at earshot to the Workers, 

'NOW 8ho t'l U8 ho. yeu mako ine trcm water ' t, the old IllM. 

smiled with a qu10k, gleeful , rq;uish eXpJ:08s10n and 

nodded , 'S1 fa , U tal '--yes, ye8, 11;'a done, wine J! 
made frcm waterZ But today he oouldn't show us how. 

On a Sunday. We lIIlat oOllle on a sunday. Aud he gave uo 

a con1'1d nUal glanoe . He seems to drink t he stuff 

himseU: . Be took d017D some at his own vernacoia or 

white wine while were there . gulp1ns 1t groedlly. 

I took a oautious Sip and it tasted authentio . Be 

told us that he produoed over a thousand l1treo Q dar. 

and two truckloads a w ek went south, to ROI:ltl and caserta. , 

He sends big c ons1gnments abroad, lla tar as Americo.. 

Be sho ad u t \'fO gleamins machines for fllter1ne the 

wine and said proudly, '1'huy oost siX millions each.' 

'l'he worle of oonatruoUng the f otory OIl 'modern ' l1~s, 

out of barna , cost him SiXty million 11re. 1'h f'1rm was 

no worth twioe that sum, about ighty thousand pounds , 

'And you tartod as a peasantl t D:.l.no eaid With his 

beaming warmth , 'Jl18t think of thatl' 

'Yes , ( the old rogue Said, 11mp1~ up the stairs 

11ke a oharaoter in Diokens , 'I'm worth a lot ot mom yl' 

Like the produoe of MOst of t he wine faotories her 

the Chianti 1t s nds out has noth1ng Chiant1 about 1t. 

Scm at the wine used sa a base comes from the Uan 

area--oheap vinegary etuft ot about eight degrees 
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alootol . The roa~ comea tram Apul1a , a thiok, strOllS WW 

not pleasant to drink or apena1va to buy. The two are 

m1xe4 . and ohemioally adjusted so as to retain the r18h' 

oalour and aohe1ve d 8p:1te Us m1 t1 originS $0IJ8 sparkl1ng 

olar1ty. A small amount or o1tr10 ac:1d will ble h R 

dark w1no JaDl 1nto a brisht Ch1anti glow, and other ac:1ds 

1'1111 scoure 1t 8f;ainst going bad 1n the heat or surfering 

trom long Journeys . Another factory here geta 1ts will. 

tram the Rornagn&, a thirteen-degree wine at poor Q.ual.1ty 

at the pr10e of a ten-deere Ch1ant1 (though there 18 no 

natural way 01' gettins a thirteen-degree w:Lne out of the 

Homangna 801l)~ This 1s mixed With U1laness slop, 

and adjustod . It all goes out as Ch1anti , and Vliae ine 

philosophers in to~1gn 01t:1 s talk about that re11able 

Ch1anti Be 1 on the bottle. 

Mixing win sugar \'lith wine to push up the o.lcohol 

value 1s stll1 prohib1.1;ed . but peasants are adoptine it 

more nd more as the weather faila . It the sUIIlIllers 

taU to provide thlt Gtll'l1ng , ra1nless candit:1Oll8 under 

whioh oluaters or tat Grapes thr1ve, 1t Ul bo d11't1cult 

to get mor thau t n or eleven degr es out 01' the l1:Lne 

round Mre. Too much wat r 1D ruin.ouG. The me­
doctor in 'town' told me that in France sugaring had 

been allo d ever since tbe plent1tul supplies of heavy 

Algerian wine had ceased, beoause 1n the old days this 

had b en used to suuplmont fih low-d rea home Growths . 

Be 8 1d that almoot no.ire locally oould do ithout 

sugar, mixed at tho termontat!CX1 stag • 
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All w. weN walkins up the nerrow 1DI41a • ..-al atr .. t 

at the aide at the taotar.r I aaked Dloo.'Why dot hoee 

811'1' .tand tor l'--l.n't there a trade un1on--wh7do 

they allow a min to poiaon people like themeel .... all 

oYer the wor14? And awn't there 1n8peotOl'll?' 

He ,mned and took .1 am 10 h1, ereot way: ''lhere 

are lnapeotora. oaro Sol The" AN 1.w ___ atrlot law. 

and ,trlot lnateOto1'81 But the 1n8peotora are badl7 

pald. A l1ttle add1tion to thelr lnoome eaoh montlt 1 • 

• eloCllle, it he18p tbdr ohUdren, lt brlghtena their 

hOIll .. 1 And our old tr1end there mon how to keep 

people quiet, he moW8 the human weakne .. tar mon811 

80 what uae are atr10t law.?' 

Aa tor the 811'18, he added, they oQlld talk it they 

wanted to, but they would loa. their Job.. ' Why work 

tor me then?' the old man would 'tl7. B .. ldea. to whom 

would they talk? To an 1n8peotort 

+ + + 

n 'lbe 'kyt, dany hablu have ohaDged tor the beUer 

but they ani .till un0&nn7. 'lbe air 1. balmy and wara. 

the beet temperawre tor the grape.. But the c1. oud • 

sather 10 the artemoon and a ra1n8torm breaka 10 the 

even1t\l:, 8I1ddenly. '!ben, after h .. ~ muse. at ram. 

there 1. a .. rene .tarry .ky, with hardly a br.eze, 

and the 61'1111 echo hopetully aoroa. the T1neyarde 

agam. 
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Eve the cloud. don't .. em quite riSM when th87 

O().M. I'ft nner a.en thU lisht in IWf betore • 

ltal1an rain hu alwayl be.n .ott and dritting. I 

d""t re __ th ••• aeparat" iron-denae. heav1ng 

ol~d •• daf at_ daf. proclua1na a II1Dlish"';"'-When 1t 

breu. throush-tbat be1.ClIl88 to the north, thin en4 

aparkling end 'pao1ou. 1bt I.l1an aun, north end 

aouth. alwaft had a d .• per qu.l1tJ-a 8tul*1d~. glow 

olO1e to the earth that penadtd and penetrated "'err­
thins not with bl1Dd1n8 0001 ahatta but an eX1*ld1Dg. 

throbb1ng WIlmth. E-.- in Rcma the .un 18 wateZ7 now, 

not at aU the reltnUeaa Roman IUn ot AIl8U8t, that . 

Hemad to orack the at",e., that turned the tarmao undco 

y~r teet 1nto a soft ouah1", . 

At t1l'S t l1ght tedaf the huntera began 011mb1ns 

1nto the woo48 wlth their 4qJ8 . In the 1IIIIl.enae atll1-

neaa or dawn their Tolo .. acund dry and unenohantt4. 

scmeUm .. the min here saze bltore tbem 11lce their 01111 

I ' . beSinning to lU. paolo th. ahepherd . Be hU 

touaM hud tor h1a lite. He no lcmger aeema to talc. 

WI tor pUppet. . Be beame4at ua t04a7 and or1ed cut , 

'U" be 0014. haa ' t it? Nearlf Winter laat wetkl' 

Then he sued at ua q1.ttul.l7 w1 ttl hie ahining I' tao. 

and aharp n08e . Now he'a made moner he teel_ he oan 

aftord to lotten hia beart, 11ke -War&, l1ke tore1gUn. 

We took Al'JIl1da to hd annual. 'ta1r' abQTe outel 
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Vecohl0. It loo1c8 etra1sht aoroes a wooded ftlle1. 

ltselt a rlm ot olean. rolling t1el~. .e .troll.d 

to ~e top of the h1sh plateau. '!here was the usual 

oh1a •• o of an Ital1an gather1n8. ln the d1at~oe .. - .. 

volo .. ra1aed. bell •• hoot1Dg horna. whi.n_. laUghter. 

Ten years ago the tair wae the big annual nent tor whioh 

people .alked ten or t.entr 1Il1l... and sa. ot ~em 0'" 
an horaebaok. Hundr.da of hors ... ere tor .ale. tUling 

an ~nee ti.ld. ?:bere.ere oal.,. •• pig •• merrr-go-round •• 

roa.t1n8 booth •• plent,. to dr2nk. '!here were DIldo and 

dano1ng. and the peasanta .ore th.lr ooetum ••• 

drunk and .ang at ~. top of th.1r v010". 

But all we tamd lIere tour or Uv. eolitary boo~ 

s.lllng .... ts. tors. add.mlute 11k. bootlac.e and pock.t 

kniv... 1'her. wae an air of _It-oonsoious desolat1on. 

e look •• tor oattl •• hora .... he.p: noth1ng. Arm1da 

shrUgg.d and laughed--tHow th1n8. ha.,. ohanged! t 

A t •• men eat drinking .hit. win. at a .ood.n table 

in a perplex.d. "aoant wa1. People .ere lll-dr ... ed, 

rubb1eh 1&1 ..,ery.ere. '!here .a. on. sliT-look1n8 .oman 

in impeooable peasant ooetume •• tand1ng alon •• not knowing 

wbat to do WhUe her hu.band .at at a table drinking. 

She .8.1 11ke a tigure .and.red in trail h1at01'1. looking 

round and reoogn1.ing nothing_ Youthe sla.ohed about. 

gawp1ng and heaT1--th'1'd Oall' tor tun. We looked into 

the .ood ..... -nothing. Wh7 had people 0(1118 th.n' 1'0 bur 

a bag of •• e.te the1 0 ~d get 1n the shope? '!he 

ooetumed .ClJll.n's wh1te oloak: gl.amed proudl1. A .h.pherd 

had aorubbed himself and hie t.o obUdren so 01.1111 that 
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they looked poll8he4. 1hey were walk~ baok home, 

the olUdren olutohins tl1may plastio pistol.. But 

nobody m1nded. W. laUShed. . Noth1ng 18 destroyed 80 

tast and with so little regret as 1n Ital,.. 1hey're 

used to 111 . Bmp1res, regimes, 8001eties haTe ooma and· 

gone 80 otten . 'Betel' to .ta7 at hOlll8 ironingl ' Armida 

11814. 

1he AgnareU1 tamily asked me to n11le a l.tter ot 

thanks tor tbam--1io a lad7 1n SWitzerland who had .ent 

them photcgr&phe . 1he,. naturall,. a s.ume that I am l .. s 

tore1sn to the1r own language than they are. ETen their 

language 18n't their pOll .... 1m. By being eduoated , I 

know more ot 1ts secret., haTe more or a risht to 111. 

1hey look oYer m:I shoulder 11k. foreignere ae I write . 

Language 18 a Tery flu1d matter in Italy. It the tor­

eigner finds it diftioult ma.ter1ng the subJunotive, 

the averase peasant hae neyer tr1ed. Ital1ans· Who 

oorreot your gremrn.er punotil1ously 4llw.ys han an attitude 

or scme kin4--a JI11ld .elt-oonso1ous nat1onlUm. 1he,. 

would 11ke yau. to beUeve tbat • t lXed and authentio 

national!. lansuase exlsw , 1,)ut lt iIlos8n't . It 18 oaning 

intlo beSDs thrau.gh the newapapare and 'N, but lt meana 

the end ot Ital7 not a new star t , t~ the simple reuon 

that Ita118D 11te 18 reg 1 ona 1· or nothing at all . 

ItaUam lite ls the expr e •• ion at the practioal require­

ment. or the human oreatun, not or thought. or 1deal 

.yete. or pC1llfer in more then a str10tly per.anal 8e~ •. 

Th1. 1_ wby the famUy has always been it. most important , 

itls only eoolal unit . 
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ntis morning, Sunday, a oonvoy or oare, emall 

truoka and 8000tor8 oome and park theme lve8 ramd ablal 

U8 bet ore tiret l1sht. It 1s a military operation-­

Toioes rai.ed, doss barldng, rifle a being oooked . 

nter walk under our "edroom windOlf talklng CUI 1t 1 t waa 

tull noan. 1beir Toloes in the early morn1ng are drr, 

barren, dus'r, unenohanted br a mCXDent's enlightenment, 

that ia, sena. or del1berate individual oholoe. 1be 

enlightenment mi .. ed I~y. 1be Itali8ft oharaoter 

tbr1",d on lta absenn. '.that ls, lite rema1ned grounded 

on the oreature and not on prine 1plea. 1be enlight­

enment la comi~ throush TV and toreign tUme, tbrc:ush . 
oiUea where civUltr replaeea lntimacy. And the ltallan 

oharaoter stumblea, oannot see the way. 

+ + + 

'l'here haa 3U8t been ~e r08t flood in Italy alnoe the 

war. A 'IIave eUd to be a hundred metre. hish •• ept dom 

the PlaTe trail Lake Val ant thrOUsh TUlasee, swept them 

away, uprooted tree a • 1'be whole Alpine area le sUent 

and deveatated , wlthout a e1gn or lite . 1bouaanda or 
people were bur1ed or drowned. 

1be paper. eay that in t1» .eventyyeare atter 1689 

there were tour great dam burete ln the world . In the 

l88t tour yoara there have been .eTeD. 

+ + + 
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Giannl is ott again, this time in Rome. e were 

away in Luoca when he oalled last. 'Ie t~k about him 

tC8ether, wondering it he w111 get 'blunted' • 

Wlth the return at: the .ann weather there are thunder­

st01'lU again and audden tlashe. ot l1shtning. At Luooa, 

atter a olear evenins, a wind started up in the middle at 

the night--our tamiliar l1ttle 'tornado'--and die4 u 

suddenly as it had started. 

'!he swltts were torlll1ng up on tile wiresthis morning , 
. 

tor their misratian. '!hey were alde by slde along the 

two parallel WIres a. tar .. we oould aee, stretohing tar 

down into the yalley, l1ke hundreds at: tiny soldlera. 

'!hen tblt" tlew ott .outh in a dark flutt.ring maes, as it 

by a silent signal . 

I went down into the vineyard and tasted the grape • • 

I tried Glannl's auggeetion---biting them stra1sht ott the 

"ine Without touohing than "i th my banda. '!hey teat. so 

tresh tt.t they burn the throat . E .... ry vlne tastes dUt­

er ent, and everr pert ot eaoh "ine tastes dUterent . 

Comparing th tades, I tound thoae on the hish l' ground 

were the best . An 014 man onoe told me that the best 

wlne oeme tran grapes grown ln the pergola tor.. Hl_ 

wine, he Pld, would keep tor tCJ1r or ti"e years without 

.poiling, and _anetimea ten . 

one ot our vlnes, with White grapes , stao18 a1011e 

and has grown as tall as II. fruit tree, support1ns itself 

on a pear-tree at lts 81de . '!he grap •• are tor eating , 

swollen and Juioy . 
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Man,. ot the bunohea aren't rip. e'f8ll now. Some 

ar the vinea are blighted and th.ir grape. hang In 

abr1 .... 11.11 olust.r., like drled raialna . Thl. 1. partly 

due to exoeed.,e raln and partly due to GinO'1I tailure 

to apra,. at the r1ght t1lll.. The ralndropa ha,. 'boUed' 

1n the lea.,.., and ew1led a tatal mildew . Al.o the 

.,wa are 'hune;ry'. They ha,.n't been g1.,en the usual 

manure --ottft human sewage trom the tarmhouse . Thie 

la takm out In great barrels on oar., and the cole 

area .tlnk. tor a ~y. But Gino hu a 41.ta." tar 

uno""rq ~ 'blaok well ' as 1t 18 oaUed. 

It 1 •• uddftl,. nomal .arl,...autWlll weather, W1~ 

radlant, "arm sunshine and a 0001 breez.. EVeryb0d7 

rubs their hand.. 1heae l88t tew da,.. ,,111 push the 

wine up to ten or ele.,.n dlf5ree. at leut. h depen~ 

at the lu t tifteen 4a,... The Yin.,.ard 11.. In 11;8 hot , 

etUl basin, glorying in it. 'lbe tUea oome blIok t .. in 

lul,.. I kUled our second eo~~lon. 

a1amll re1urned, looking thin and in 80ma wa1 

liberated; aleo very serlous . H' drank a glaes at wlne 

w1 th us and deeorlbed the lQlg Journey. to c .. erta and 

north to Bergamo, where 1t wee v.ry oold, he sa~d . 

''l'1r1Dg?' I asked. 

'N~t, not tlr1rls at allS But--it' 8 too muoh.' 

He wanta ano~er kind at Job. Far tram being 

blunted, he seema trailer. 

+ + + 
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111e golden weather o eases • the slq dal'kena and tMD 

unloads auch an unbelievable quantity at water that WI' 

well 1s tull in a tew minutes and a oasoading r1Yer ha_ 

tarmed down WI' roolq path again . It pours down relent­

lessly and eTerybne say_, 'Now-now the "ine 'a tin1.hed" -
But tben ·the glowing weather tllkea OVer &gam, and. 

holda tor f1ve or 81x splendid daya that by being perteot17 

naturel tor Italy nOI seem an unOaIUll' dream: II'cxa~lns 

had CI1 talse pretenoe_; a kind at esoapism indulsed br 
nature. 

111e eaoap. i_ bri.t. It begins 110 rain l16aJn . 

An extraordinary dumess oanes onr the 1811e1'. 11ke 

n1ght in the middle at tM arternoon. 111e gullies out­

_ide quiokl1' torm rhe. enoe JIlOl'Il . 111. w1nd howla. 

'!'he road i8 a pool ot DIld. 111e raln 00IIII. gently at 

firat. then mare and more- powertull1'. And now the "hole 

root i8 thun4er1ng wlth ita taroe. so powerful that the 

masai". walla, whioh MY. stood the weather at five 

o enturie. , seem about to oollapee at last. 

+ + + 

We help out the grapes in the te" houre when the 

sun appears. Gino has lett the yendemml. as late •• 

possible in the hope at putting on a few more points 1n 

the alooholic oontent, but now there is a rush to get it 

all in betore the1' start to rot. 111e _spa olUilte 

round the heavy bunohe .. --a sign that they are sugarr 

enough to out . Uke eYe17CD ela e "e bite ott • tew 
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grapes wh1le we wark. We hurl the bunoh. Into n81'rOlf­

mouthed wooden bifiClllOI whloh ere ea.y to haul on to the 

oart . \'Ie lII!I.ah the bunches down wIth thiok atIolc8 stained 

a deep red, until most at the srapes have loosened tram 

the atems and besun the work at termentation. A tew at 

the vines have vivId reel ~aTe.--the grapes tran thea. 

ere used to stain the wine a 800d oolour, and have l1ttle 

strene;th. They apread oyer the hand. 11ke blood . 'lbe 

blSonol stand at the end at the tUe waltlns tor Gino to 

oome round WIth the oxen, then ther are loaded and roped 

round. He d16' into the bigClllol with hiahanda , squeeziDg 

the jouiee out at the grape. . OIle at the delight. 1. to 

liok your hands when you ha_done thl. . Up In the 0 ourt­

yard he tips It aU Into great wood.n vat. where the ' bo1l .. 

ing' wUl take place . 'lbe outting takes two or three 

days, w1 th all hls fam1l:y WCll'klns, and w1 th some help trom 

paolo's the 'hepherd ' . tamily too. Paolo's old mother 

talkS to herself as she outs the bunohel!l down wlth a short 

k1tohen knite. She haa an unoeasing inoomprehenl!llble 

d1rge about the sadneas at everlastlns work, and the ea.e 

ar the landlords. But as ahe pays no rent tor the hou.e 

she livea in, and her son w111 soon be a prOlperoua butoher 

I!Ihe haa les8 to oroon about tban moet, and the dirge 

aoWJ1s week, a taot whloh she .eema to mOlf. 'lbe 

peasants oan't qu1te bal1"e :yet that their new riohe • 

WOll't be snatohed trCII th.m. At the same tt. at 1181'10-

ulture oollapse., and Indu.trlcq. oondlUcn' imprOTe , 

th.re 1s more land an1lable tor oul Unticn, and there-



• 

• 

• 

- 172 -

tare oheaper rents . As the oities grow, the need tor 

food grows, and the farmer's opportunities grow. ~e 

old kind ot farming is oollapsing, a new one is taking 

its plaoe not based Q1 the family-unit, and the e are 

the growing paw. ~e countryside is emptying itself 

of int1.maoy, to beoane a basioall,r industrial oClloern .. 

it 1s in most other oountr1ea . It 18 a wrenoh for the 

heart in a Oallltry Whioh haa v1r1;ua1l1 no .001 t1 ready 

outa1de the famlly-unit . ~e almost total destruotion 

of the Church as an aotin soc1al toroe by the lut war 

makes the wrneoh all the more dramat i O. sinoe the Church 

WIllI the ve1'-present protector and solaoe of ta.m1l1 l U e . 

'l'he vat in the dark cellar gets tuller and fuller . 

Little midges hover rouM the twigs at the surfeoe in 

thousanu . Gino wllmbs up on an improviDed ladder and 

pushes the stems down w1th a st1ok , to stop the Wine 

g01ng vinegary. First the w1ne 11'111 'boll' or terment 

1n th1s vat tor two or three 1IIeeks , then 1t w11l go 

into borrels minus 1ts debr1s at stems and graps-sk1n8 . 

A glass tube w111 be oemented at the top at eaoh barrel 

so that the w1ne when 1t s1IIeila per1od1cally 1n the 

fermentat10n 11'111 r1se into 1t and r elease 1ts gas w1th­

OIlt reaoh1ng the air 1t If. OYer the glass tube a 

oover 11'111 be plaoed . tloating in water. so that the 

esoaping ga. lUts 1t gent17 end sends up a bubble up , 

w1th e great sat1sfying bUllOR' 

Gino use. no sugar. Be reokons the w1ne- -sw111iDC 

the f1rst sweet mixture through hie teeth-at abOllt ten 

degrees . A 'small ' wtn. that w111 not last the nen 
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SUllIller's heat thrOUSh without 8 1IIfll.l admixture at 

oltrl0 and aacorblc aoid. about a teaspoontul to 8 

demijohn at tifty 11tre8. In prevlous year. Gino haa 

had ele?en and t19 lve degrees wlth no trouble . Sls 

quantity too 14 muoh dO\U this year. ot oourae a ten­

degree wine .will tetoh 188S men y . 

When w. tirst aaw the oeUe it 198s dur1n6 a no1'lll&l. 

summer . It attered a reliet to the throbbing h .... t out­

side; the walls ahone llow t'rom the blinding IUnl1sht 

that erged tram a tiny window with olive branches in 

it to ke p out inseot. . It was 821 dry 8S f!. bane. 

NoW damp 1s cllmb1na up the walla , the tloor 1& sodden . 

A damp oellar 121 bad tor the w1ne in tormentatiem. 

Dino 18 moving house . He showed us their bed­

room just .betore removing its turn1ture . There waa eme 

large bed tor himselt and Arm1da, and 8 smaller on at 

1ts slde tor their son SUvano, who Is over thirty. 

Fam11188 sleep together partly tor satety . There Is 

still tear at the dark , at loneliness . It Armida and , 

Dino star talking with us in our kitchen at'ter dark 

~1vano oalls to theJll trom down the len':' aa 
Babbol VienU' Dino smilea and .ays, 'Se'8 atra1d '. 

but it 1s aooepted, not telt a. an unmaaoulim qual1t7 . 

s1mply reoocn1t1on at the dark taots at 11fe. 

It Dino's move 1'I8S simply to anoth r farmhouse he 

would use a oart and a oouple at oxen. in the old w87. 

But th1s is a move into a n World. It requires 

truok. sanething 1s arranged with a triend . ~ 
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truck arrlves and the 10adl118 begins: beds, 

peasants do With tew stlck s ot furnlture. 

rdrobea--­

No Ollrpeta, 

no lamps, no settees. They wl11 sell thelr dresser, 

end a table. They leave the house dark ftIld silent, 

glven over to the mioe . waltlne tor them 1n th new 

kltohen Is s retrldgerator in a great polythene envelope , 

s red plastic table surrounded by plastlo- seat d ohalr.s , 

81so wlth their polyth ne proteotors, and a kitchen dr s.er 

to matoh . And these will soon be tollowed by the 'N set . 

The little plot ot land that sorved Dino tor 8 

vegetable patoh will be used by Bepo, the oldest man at 

P8so1l1e, who stUl haa the blue, wondering yes ot a . 

ohild and a bright bronzed faoe. He has no oh1ldren 

and seems to listen tor t}1e1r arrival an the breeze; 

lean1ng against his spade . 

F08chero and Plera, the young 0 ruple with two 

ohildren, are preparing to go too. e heard it this 

mornlng. P'osohero has found a job as a labourer 

working by the day, on the other slde ot 'town' . ?:hey 

too han found a flat, grander than Dino'e, with mlirble 

everywhere • 

Up the hill, or the three houa.s in the w0048 , only 

one wUl be oooupled, that or Gl nnl'. tam.1ly. paolo 

the shepherd is leaving in the winter. We jllUIsed hl • 

new gleaming butoher's ahop, juat inside the Etrusoan 

gate . He was standing lnelde by the caah de.k looklDg 

ahy. Hi. houae wl11 be abandoned, on its 0001 plateau. 

The ~wner, who li.,es tar away. thlnke It too iaolated 
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to attraot a new tenant. It standi at the edge at the 

woods l1ke a miniature mediaewl outello, its old brioks 

glowing. Rooks appear 1n the fields rowd it. '.the air 

ia pure and ohUl. In the hunUng Hason it 1nvoluntar11,. 

beoomes a lodge tor the hunters. 1'11ey sit in the oourt­

yard, ask tor water. '.the1r shote eoho d ep 1nto the 

woo4l. 1he:re tllot 8UD goes 401111 later. In the 01 d 4a1ll, 

when three large tamUie. oooup1ed 1t, the hOWle IllUst 

haTe look d l1ke a thriTing townlet, its walla g11tter-

1ng in the sun.UDi It. pos1t1on, onoe a retuge trom 

the .''''.''z*as terr1t10 baking heat ot the Talle,., 18 

DOW a di.advantage. '.the w1ne no longer aoh1nGa more 

than eight or n1ne degrees ot aloohol. '.the trosts are 

a ... rere. '.Ale wind 18 ohill eTen 1n the des da,... 1'11e 

woo4l are dark and dank, with the 1ron oloudl drawn to 

them, Whereas 1n the 014 da,.. the,. were the sOUl'Oe or 
pleasant 0001 p1ne,. br .. ze. that drt1ted aoroas the 

oourtyard, bring1ng health tMt waa imposs1ble below in 

the sweltering bas1n at pe.oille. Paolo sa1d, ' e 

shall mise t he a1r up there, but nothing el.e a ' 
As tor the white house just up the h1ll, that too 

w11l be empty 800n. 1be grown-up daughter 1s to -rrr. 
She w111 no longer watOh G1ann1 tak1~ a .hort out acros. 

her oourtyard with 1ts pol1shed bcW.den, no longer sa,. 

something gentl,. moral to him, w1th the ta1nt ausge.UCD 

that it he ohanged his lite he m1Sht get her 1n marr1. 

1nstead at the bronzed slat-toote:r with no I11nd whom ahe 

had her eye CD. 
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we have our eye · on her house tor next year . It 1 • 

as cle9nl as a bane, and dry , and the rooms have boen kept 

neat . The landlord 1s w111ing . So one day we shall 

get Dino's oxen out and load our sUoks on his oart and 

trudge behind them up the rooky path With its numberless 

bleaohed fossils . Tho house was 8 monastery once, they 

say-at least 1'ive hundred ye!U's ago. The looal August­

inlans used it tor the sUllIIIler montha , and oalled lt 'th 

hermitage' . '!he qu1et 1s abolaute up there . The Volterra 

road is hldden to it by tree. ,; (l1 the other side of 

its oourtyard lie the woods , twenty kilometres deep. 

Then we shllll look down en all the abandoned hause. 

below. pseo111e will have two old oouples who mean to 

move to town when they can . The Agnar lli w111 be 8t1le 

by the winter . Gu1do w111 move to the house wh1ch 

until nOW haa been ours , but the p888l1nt rooms Will be 

his--where the water caaoades down the ohimney . He 

w111 stiok it out tor a year , he says , whUe hie eon is 

in th arl'IIY', then he too w111 mov to 'taRn '. A panelcm 

Is due to him, tor sane S81'Vl08 in the army 10llg ago. 

Dino's house is already olosed uP. with mice 

scuttl1ng about inside. Its garden 18 a SOilS of mud. 

Next year th re W111 be no ch11dren' s voioes eoho1l8 

across th valley. 

+ + 

We put Gianni on to saneone who toun1 him a Job in 
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Gerlllllny. He had to sign a form that he was oompetent 

as a oarpenter. He told us he had onoe worked at a 

hardboard faotorr; but he would ha ... e s1gned 1t a117-Y. 

The Ita11b 1s naturally 0 anpetent for almost anything 

you 111<» to put him to. 

G1ann1 settled dCIIII. 1n Gerlllllrlf at onoe. He found 

the wark easy. What the Ge1'l!lAn oalled a hard day'. 

work h. found l.ss than 8 l1sht 481 011 the farm. 

' work' 1n the bad sene. means gett1ns d1rt;y, sloppSDg 

about 1n wet oow-duns, fetohSDg pis .,w111. Olean 

ordered work oan be done more or lea., 1ndet1nitel1. 

'lbe Italien 1s always 1n or1ds, peraonally--a1"1. 

at the front1.r, with the problem of .UrT1 ... a1. before 

him. He keeps a graps 011 the bea10 neo.sstti.s. 

How .... er r10h he beoom .. h. almost n .... er loaes h1s 

g1ft lor prim1ti .... improv1nt101l. It 1s a knowl.dg. 

of bu10 sur ... 1 ... al paased on trom generation to generat-

10n, through one 1nvadon atter another. 'lbs .,kills 

d1e out but the pract10al fla1r ream1ns. Th1., would 

keep a semblanoe of Ital1 g01ns though the heart had 

d1ed. 

G1ann1 stayed 1n Ger,en;y three or four year., 

o om1ng back for a Ohr1.tmaa or a summer hol1dq. 

He looked paler, with 1 ... ha1r on h1e head eaoh time. 

He began to oompla1n about the food up there---too muoh 

pork. He begso not to feel .eU. 

L1ke moat of the other two 1111111011 Ital1an work.ra 

1n Germa117 and sw1 tzerland he W88 ...... 1ns most of h1. 
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earn1nge . Th1s 1s the eaor1tlol0 nearly every Italian 

makea at aome t 1mB in h1s l1te . 

And then, atter tQlr yeara, he oame baok and swore 

he had f1n1shed. In a tew mont hs he had boue;ht a tarm 

W1th three heotares otland, t~etber with a _n oar. 

111ey were now established. No more ot the rooky path 

up the hUl, treeWheeling down it on the aoooter to 

save petrol . He "aa now a 'prince', the peaaants aald. 

111e1r head-shaking about hlm was forgotten. It had 

turned out that a little 1m8ginatian wun't such a 

disadvantage atter all. ae waa a olever one---yea. 

they had to adm.1t tha" Alway. had been olenr. 

painted little madonnass aa a ohildl And now he had 

returned haD8 l1ke a prlnoe. and set hla famlly up-­

tt. pooreat family in the d1atrlct. Not that they 

talked about him muoh. 111ey jU8t aoknowledge the new 

taots and forgot. After all, he had worked tor h1m­

selt, hadn't he, not tar them? Well. egot18m waa 

expected of every man. You don't talk adm1r1nsly tar 

long about a man w1th 8utf1c1ent oommon egotiam to line 

h18 pockets . He had simply beoome authentic. And 

they pald him the reapeot due to that. 

eo. he bousht the farmhouse he took me aa1de 

and aaid in a whisper . 'There are two and a halt hect­

ares of land, but if anybody asks you how lIII10h It" 80t 

tell them three or four. And it they aak the prioe 

tell them ti .... milllon' (he paid halt). 

+ + 
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A S10111an tamlly--retugee8 trom S1011Y'8 devast­

ating earthquake8 'nd flood8--took over Gianni's house . 

They let their pigs roam down through tbe wooda . to the 

other tarms. a moat un-~oan prooedd1Dg. They say that 

tho tarm baa gone right down . that the vines are wortll 

nothing now. 

F6010 the ah perd beo8llle a butoher tor a :year. and 

got tat and pale trom stand1ns about . the .hop. Some- . 

times he took a hand at the oa.h de8k, but it wa.n't hi. 

llte . Suddenly he bOl.l8ht a 8mell holding 01088 to the 

'town' tor a tew million 111'. and let the 8hop to some-

one elae . ithin a tew months his eyes were .parkl~ 

agam. hi8 taoe was urddy and 8larp as betore . H. 

worked the land tor wln. and 011 and grain . but never 

touohed sheep again . About the namepa.tore or sheperd , 

there hang8 the lowes.t 8001a1 lmpUcatlms. It mean. 

d1rt , Illiteracy. holl-w-eyed. staring 1nto spaoe tor 

days and weeka Jfblle the 8heep munoh. . The Idea 1. 

that yw quickly make ywr money out ot your flook­

and muoh oan be made on the peooorino oheese alme­

and then sell out . 11Ie a .. ooiatlon ot tbe shepherd'. 

lUe Wi th innooenoe 1s a bad one in a. world Where innoo­

enc. means 8tupldity. 

+ + + 

The sUlJlll1.r atter Gianni lett there was an earth 
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tremor--quUe usual. In this diStrlot. ople ran wt 

of their hanes at pesome. e sl'pt tbrough It. while 

they dozed the night thr~h In the tlelds. thinking ". 

w~ away. Next afternoon It happended again. ~e 

house shook, the doors tattl.d .,101ently aa it somtb0d7 

was pull1ng at the handl .. , a thunder grew urder the 

floore, the walla seemed to separate a tr oUon of ~ 

lnoh trom the ratter overhead, and then it dled away, 

leaving us staring at eaoh other in a qUI to an1mlU ten-or 

whioh untU then we hadn't knOlfn wa. ln us. 

~ls was during the three-weeks heat. '~e­

weed haat' had become normal now, fro about the middle 

of June to the t1nt wekk at J\ll7. Apart trom that the 

pattern was as b.tor. .w1th more or le .. ,tr.toh •• ot 

the 'old' weather. People began to talk of the 'old' 

.pr1ng--the n1!lb1. 811' that made you teel 8004 thrOUSh 

arid throogh and whioh the ctl ildren at today fItly neYer 

knOlr. 

The Corpus Domini prooeas10n at the beglnn1ng at 

.Tune 1s nearly always urd er a b18 wate1"1 sky now, wlth 

oh1ll breezes oomlng down the narrow, aton,-walled 

-treats. Del18ht haS lett the Ital1 skY. 

~n th autumn on year a Wind .tarted uP. tree. 

bent over as usual. a tiro. ton-ential rain was reIea .. d 

trom the skY. windo .. were shattered. the l1ttle Elsa 

river .. elled up, lt owept away the stout brlok brl4g. 

oyer It. tor the m88C1ll'Y down like matchwood. and the 

road lay oollapsed ln Its ."lrl1ng ourrents. cue 1'1.,.1' 
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flooded ano.her untU the Arno burst its banks and all 

Florenoe lay under wawr . Her flood beo e tuoue all 

over the world. At 01'08 eUo it was aa bad, anl1 .ook 

more 11ves. It was the h1sh peak ot a prooes8 that had 

b 80ing on year atter year, in miniature tornadoes and 

tr08.a and floods and t18ro. lIII!I6net1o s.01'lD8 that hovered 

in the sky and proliferated tor houra on end. The .ea 

raged . 

Dino and Arm1da and Sll"f8nO telt snug in t1811' n •• 

1'1at. !the sky oould do its W01'IIt, they .eran't in the 

oountry an7 more . 1be ke-believe or oiUes had sooope4 

them in, ,ened w Ith tel8"fle1cn. The rain thundered em 

the root two 1'1oon a"ove. !the w004-.to-.e 1n the k1 to ban 

was 11t. !there .. no work While the water flooded 401fD. . 

Every evening they eat and watohed a new .or14 untold CIl 

the 11ttle bal . The barns and cattle_beds 01' P.soiU. 

were empty. The thundering rain, the sudden blindlnS 

lightn1n8 even in winter, the unexpeoted rlnr8 down 

rooky paths, made 'town' a good plaoe to be. 


