
U 
:.! • 

f
l .. '.·' .... 

j" 



\.-;"" --
~ 1 r~J~ litE. VILl-it 
~ When I arrived[I not-iced that the house was e;leaner t.han 

,.. . r 
~ t 

, I knew it last year. This is·due to the new manservant 
\,-called Gino whom I saw serving .at table - it surprised 

J-. V m'e, - when I came into the room from the garden. He was 
o Iv dressed in. a white and blue str.iped jacket, like the 

~ 
silent manservant. o~n a Jirosperous 

V~\ ~ ~ J~~~v4lla .. i-t:r= tho ,S:O.u.t.? 9£ ,~t~ ". He, w~~ the 
\ ~ - j}) r ,.I, first person I saw wheh-'! got. to the top of the s·teps. 
/, ., :T~,e.re .. 1_~ ne.'f.~~ .. mu?,.h l~lgqt_. oyer :t.~e d·iniztg .:~.~b~e'.i ~nd he V 1 was.lstanding Just as its ed~" small, with a rather prim 

1\ \to J 1 ~ • .J\ mou~h ano qrusadins:eyes. I·A ··g:rea.~ cry we;tt:{~p;. ~;r'om the 
'\rJ \;., table,' froin M~, "'from 0, Giuaapp-iha, Stef'.a.ae-ila 

.'. 
. ~ _ Sas.s&-;'" Fl~. Mua~ and Ka~io, and· I {orgot· t~e .manservant 

at ohce. -The"lltt1o' boi~~'Carlo, is now eight:· and .1. w-ae 
~p.p;p~seEl t.he:-t he hi,d, h~s ~ead ln h~s .m0:t!=le~~~ ,lap when I 
'came'ln, tnene'ran half"-way up the s'tairs ln the d 1m light, 
an~ c~quc:hed there, wa tc~hlng m~ w.p.~11e I .. ~ns.w.erefi . all their' 

t'q'uestlons at the' tab1'e ." * say tais surpI'leed me becattse 

~
I-rememb~r"'':''b.4m~f.~o~''l~~~. yea;,-~u~ :~:.t~~-!lB:iJX~B.aBl;xueilxa.8 • 
i:ximagiiulx~u ino~'cr·uel_t.han shy~ now t.h~~hyness 

B/ . .J,£,}seems to have gr. own, and wftn-:tt-a-< ... ercfibMP graciousness-­
,hrt"'Vf /sometimes. That 1s like all of them~lQ~~ntal Ba~.iansfl r . J. call~ them, '\Jut somewhere ea.~~t~:ml even-t-he""Couri.,D -

.. himself, who~most f)eopie flnd ~ rFrcf supld, ha'8-tnis 
.. ~ gift of grace: there is nothing benevo1antabout it, but it~ 

• 1 J~ f'\? ~ ci.vl1isedj like a~~,q~.~P acknowledgemerit of btw:::;algeB:>. 
1JPV I ~ ~ I~ , •• of civl+,isa~lon~e-f,~I'e .. t;t:re-)Blt~:tB,.aBS11.;s1!Ou.t inS sta:f:'-ts --B:f5-a-in. 

r'~ ;5'l jr fA J (:f II ~ve of~n looked at thEfrr hands. They are thlc·k and . 
\ If- ('~... eXft!:aot~~na~,i,tY j ~ea.vy:, :~'~rY ~,!1id,e a:t t..be .. ba.se~ t ~ike ~ t. he banda 
. \ " ...... o· lUlU e ne'r S • ( (I' 

L , .; .... -Onl~r_cella., .tho ~~J~ife, .,S1~ul.J!a~~.-xlliz~~.B..~.~.~BB is 
.. ~~.J.. d'· =fferent-, .,land '-shet 1s t1i8power of t'he fam'ily. Everything 
,U-U , . ar. ts _from. ~or., ~and. s~e ca.n ~br~I?-g .. -l.igh.Y;J,.~ndr da.rkness to 
- ~ t'hem just- a-s she ~wishe8. When she goes away the family 

/re.lapses into its proper, ug·1i-ness.· People mope about the 
I ~. "h,dus-e n-ervbusly~, Cthere'.a.i's va sense'-'of wait,ing for something, 
t-'IIJ", t.' tho, ~ervant~ are h0l"s~~l,e ~~J~l~ .. r~e~b~lli~~us;, ..-tJ:;tor.e, --~r,e- c'onstant 

~,.J'"' -'- ., ~aarrel:s, and I think only the certainty of Marcella t s 
/ <f., ", r;.e_tw.p k~eps .. them ~t9ge,t~e~a.t~ a~l~.~ .. Unde~~ M~r_cella·t s" very • 

.! [c'0'01 'eye, s'lt"ting at 't,he end of, the table, t.hey become 

... ., 

v.io1ent, children who are -al1ow·ed, their say b.~t, no more. 
'Marcte11a nas' rovel'y '-nancfs, unlike ~{hem,- ana strangers a.re 
always .asking how .she c'ould have plarr;.ie'd. the,'C-ou'nt' and hQyt, 

P';{" ~muc'h 'more -t,han "that, ane "'COUld-p!orne living with him so 
~ "J i ~any.year~. Sq.e .has ,always. bee.n-: disgus'tedJ.by',hiOl.:ln bed, 

(,' '--' . and· sreeplng with him,' which happens rarely, 1s for her a 
.'. c.: ~ ._~ecessa~y pen~nce. ~ j Bl;1t _s~he Js· h,is-life'. J.. The spirit goes 

.. ou t of him when she goes away. He is 1I1mms:s frightened 
when she suggests a holldaSl-1 f.O.~, hterselfl.d ;i:.AndJ.in~ this he 
is 11ke the two daughters, who share his grea t gamds ana 
<n{elr.v?~s, . ~:tra~~~d.._ wa.t9:hfulneas i who like him ba ve never a 

, mbment. or inward peace', who have no s~flse of art 'at all, 
_. ,!J..ke __ l0'_~'_x. creatures rejected byc.,God ;.~~ aione, wonderlng 

.......... -·---.-a·t all themysterY,,}"oat there, wonaerlR8 they are not, part 
.ro/0"fv.J of it, and often hating it. It is to her that triose three 
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turn for their pe'ace. Only in her do they find it, and 1;" 
tha.:1L is why. when she goes away alone, even if only for two 
days, they kre balf panic:-stric,ken, it aeemsAtheir feelings 
will run away with them, that t.hey have no formt.what.soeuer,--­
no values to hang on to life by, nothing but·, their hard, 
brit.tle thoughts, about the state of the kitc~hen, at what 
hour to, sle'ep,. Itq.e, time of .:the :next train in' from RUme , 

. ~. and so '6n." . rt is horrible to- be with-them when she is 
~ away:,because t~~y be~om~", bad:-:wl1le,d .. and -rejec,ted .c.hl1dren. 

'They look malevolent and ~ +brokel'J6l l:1ke all thoBe wb.o 

{ -..' . . . . e w'orks )¥.1r"der than any of them and bears 
~\w~ v-, Ja~l the fw.orr·~es, q. the .. h.ouse 'hold, and applies her mind almos t 

'.1. - - ·every~.hf)ur' of the waking day\..,to keeping them all ou t of debt" 
bl\J- ~:clea:r;lY ben~f.~ts fpom a holiday alone,;l-: But since 

• ,. ~~'~ lJ she is thei"r peace they cannot treat her wit.-h the mercy they 
/J..t-~~~ . .,would,. g~ ve;: tq ,P~~~:r. pe,ople.'", Es pecially~.Sassai. sulks when 

~ .. . "';t}- -*-', ahe goe's away.- Two or three days ago, when Marcella went 
'~r ~o Na~+~~s~. J~_e.e:, r.~!u.sJ.eg ,t~o say go.o~dmo~n'-ng,· a ar:rtb1 e is 

{JJi ' us ua.llY Gila eas-e, so tha t Marc ella tf--e-els-e ometl:me s I an • 
(-~" " . u~b,ear,. abl,e )g~it~J~. _e,: .~, h~ .~~_ a!faY.:,~i,aware· of:J~th'e l"eaen$ftll" 
-\vP" /~'mute' 'e'yas t~hat~ wait,1ng for her. \Sassa is called the 

~\V\./\· C. £.Inglese~ b,y~,!l!3 t~~~ly', ~?ecause:~she "rrtal,l ano t,hin and 
.1_\\ h~s never had a man. ·Thl.s is why, they say, she is never 

gay; after a certain age virginsQ~r~ n6~er~~a,.0J Her 
Sister, Stefanella, is much prettier, with blond hair' 

r1 ~,ndLa 1,~e~.t ~i~tte. f.~ge.~ ~ Young men~.often fall in love with 
-her, so her c:ompany is less solemn and pessimistic' t,han 

f _ Sassa I s, and she understanscher. .mother bet·.ter~atxd '-sulks 
'- ~c'a"lcB~wtlen' She' BoeEl' awa, anlt is ~ rle~s jea~ous of 

l?-er .e,njo.~m~~t~" ~.a~~s~~ ls.;twen.tY-~nine, ta:nd' Stefanella one 
t ~ ... , or ,two years younger, yet nelt.her of them g0er6~~. ~lone with 

I _ .~en, •. ~as_sa. bas ... a ~.o_ne;~,nnelanc.holy face" n~ot"at"all pretty, 
~i'~r:- ~o • 'ye·t' BUXUBxautxBi.8$SIlIlSxaBBJaiixuz;x her. body bas ,cpol, gen1ile 

1 r:' l;,~es~ .. ~~9 ,.~.h~ere; .. ;s.,~~ ... elegance·,_about:'~her~ vihich she Q'ould rv-n-. 
1-:> ~ . mue'ft Ottll ef aep if ah~ wastes to ... 1f the. spl~~t ha~ tJeynH;};9w 

(,' n~~ been be~;tE?l1 o¥.t, of:.:.~ar. ,,!31a'.t', T: ,tb:la4f. "ihe' is cc;onvinced ~ 
I":) lshe L1,'S -an: UglY-oQrea, t~r-&Lunwanted ,bY :~~ ~1'la. ·th~~fo1"e ,she " 
\\~/, _:pays ~o. f~~t,e~.ti~n tq, her_self}~at' &11"" . ,- 1's- l'ietles's and .' 

.J.p~' , t \ ta-ol:lally- '·canj.nardly bear to make the eff'ort' of opening 
. hap mouth to., spe~ i:iX%Baa8 ca(fa a Ma'cac 'B,fC ada e&:c:l.c ada'z:ec 

t .. " - • ae:ad8eaQ-aMMedcuth~er'e is an !!iiSi81f~8aB!~c:§8!~'~,!1r3c,: . 
a!'aCBSJs§tAC'I\§ll unfathomable,) ~ dark apathy! in .. 'her!.whic:h is 
like the silence of.' t.he sky. I think the rest of t,he 
family made fun of her looks when she was a cJhlld and s be: 

r seems now to want to cancel herself out as a .man creature ,.~ 
6N.":" ~tr~) t" whom 1 t, 1s posarble 't:o tallr and' sm i ] A, so aware 1s-&he '/ 

.:;..--.)!. ,::)of Stefatlella IS prettine·ss, Ifca(l):acaQieae.aellcM.ll a light 
whic.h dims her even more, sebd 1ng her bac:k into herself. 
Bu t perhaps apai't. from. M~rc ella s,~e is. t.he only pers on of 

, i. u q 11~1 ~.~y among them. . S he hold s "~ner 'Own 'e~ouns el. She fe els 
"\ ha te like t.he ot~he~a, ~n.d the, need to bec cruel 11k th 

A., (:.!" .~~!J..~~:,(aQQ t.ae !ledd lio hUI't~some"ot;hep hamaa Ge.10:. eBut 
. same t.1me ~here 1s a j:>rDO'dI'llg' qq1et"1d her, a '" 



rea igna tion, a s.ura ·knowledge that 
whish wise peOJ?lesornetj1me,~ have. 
YLhefi there 1s hate in_tbe house ~ t c·omes most from s.a..s.sa-,-

< ~l .-stefaaolla and Stgnnora J4-arla J tae granGBie-t-her....- L!..fie" 
t"" I ha *elji6 bitter, sneer'ing and mur.'derous, aus.ttl is- so str'ong 

V~~· !.;: and s~;r:'e" JSo deep ,a: n~;cesai~y ,~~. each of .:·th~,~,! ~hat nothirg 
~ could d:O- crlullJ abate it,. I have seen Signora 

?-W1ar.la,1 a amall, fat woman 1n blaa:k, dusty, tbrea~dbsre 
fvJ-w--.~/:\ c:lothes down to her", feet, sitt.ing in the kit.c',hen,, screaming 

. (~! w ~:tth zrage, her II!0~~'p. in ~ -k1nd ,o.~ ll~ 1bie gr'in, a:m! t~a:rs 
J..,9\v· " "poUring dowh her face,stamping her feet up and down on 

~ rs""!:: .: t,~~,) ~.~oP~ I rlgor as ~ ~~; ~s ~ou.te.~" ,tI~ •• ~m a. C_C?~n,t,es.~). ta, A grea t 
- deal of the' hate and parsee.ut,~on_1n the house issues from 

. ,~he~, 8;~d",~he. tr1.es
t 
~o .i~fl~enc~:"h~p. ~orq:. a.ga~1n.st-i.Qthe·r people, 

t'" ., . especially ag~1nst pe ople whonl Marcella likes and offers 
J hos~itaI1ty) ~,ov~ " IJt th1~ .B,~~e~~c ... S1gF'?~S:"::L!~p;is B.:chieves 

.~ a revenge aga~nst her daughter-in-law, who she feels has 
J ' ,nqt be~n. a gJ:li,yj SlId p'~9p~r.'jw~fe. ~ __ Tqe .C.~<~l!~ l:.·~·s~e_ns to 

·~i:~t. ~ ,fnIt ~nalf wna t she says', but neverthe'less he has been .• 
71 .' ~'~fJ 0 j fFqt~Y ,}~~rtj...by . hi~ wff~e~.~l:r;_' 'ts'~ t,M .l~~,t 'l:~werrty years 

4, \.. " to 'hea,r tnat vo,,"-c~_a,.s_a-bal~ ao 'plty fer w~t. be has. 
" s~~fe;pe~, .• , \.S~l1t,t3 pe~op .. f«? t~~Y.J ~~i:.he?)"~, _~t09_l,S~~P~~Q _,to. have 

suffer'ed, but that 1s untrue. ~~~fdtY is. the gift ' 

~f Jh:~i:{;!d~' ~~tS·~!~/~~~:;ab~_~r~pg.;.\a;llQ jhe "is not at 
, Las' year I remeD;lb~:r; 'that S,1gno;r;a l~arJa often a ttavked 

1 .. ,.)' ... _1 _dol auri7,'i94~ the,tfdurteerl'-year"'o'ld J.s'ori 'who shares Marcella's. 
grac ~ a~d ~as ... e '" ,anp" h~r .. ~nwa~9 p~?C e'~"r \ H;~, +f?l.~I\i~, .,qui te 

A'~.c .. 'tail for' h:i'tr-'age, Bali 'ha"rid'some i'tf a rou'gb: way,' r no his hands 
are not ,those" of a but,c~her. I noticed, very soon- after I 

) ,.7 :~~ saw ·W.'m 'for'J'the 'first,I-'tlme- how 'lftrt;lef'o'f his'\-f'~'ther he seem.ed 
to c~rry, in him,. ho~ ,r~pel11.o~s . ~e, .~aB, qow lqt;tic:~ to 

-' '~., -' u'n'derstan'd, t 'unlcike·1the others;' ..ora·nd als'o there was a tender-u , 

ness about him. of wh1c h t.he others bad .. not, ~the sl.1g htest 
~ -: ... ~ 1. ~ ... "trae'e~~ln ttW~ii' c;lm:["ac'beFi:J~ \... :He' 1~ I del'lb:era'te'Iy-' rude t,o them, 

eS'p~c-lally to tt;l;!3, father,. and,,, he ,is, a,lways shouting, trying 
t'; f 1 c .. t.o'J.'cadgs' money 'or" a.lga're't'tes·, ,. ea tine; ·gres. t c:hunks o~ bread 

, and marm~lade or tom~tpes covere9 wit9- oil,QRQ pe~For aHa. 
' ' ':~ -; sa'ltn aU'd when' kj~"lvalka' it,', tfs' wi tn a(. comic" r.1ogulsh sloue;h 

~ ,\.usu~+ly wi~h ~sh,lr.·~ .hangl~ o,ut .?f ,1J:b.:6 I?§~~:k~~·.~.hls 
. ,..~ I "l.ltr·ouers. C' Signora ~Marla <~alw.ays 'c:omplaining that he was 
L...~ v u.. I .di~,ty at table and. ~:h~ t lh~s; man~er'~,e~e~:no,th1ng,~ ~ompared 

". , -,,-with 'those of his l1t,'tle br'other, vt~lo, though'at that 
.- time~.~et ye~l'" qa~lo, wa~· m~c,h-lm.?re v'~o~ent. ISl'l:O bad-willed. 

~ ~ I'f- Carl'o cried Mauri z,icr w'as always blameQ, ana the family, 
wi th the exception of Mar~cella and Stefanella, w:ould 

, bear. .. ·d'ownl.· on hi'rD.,' :caliihg' him 'vl'l'ls'in 'alnd aei.<l.iascs,o,aQJ)c; 
scabada wretc_h. ,I noticed that Sasaa ef tetl lectured 

• \~l., him, as· .. ·l:fr·or the. pleasurefor exerc ising a' 11 ttle humble 
r\J' power over someone 1.01ee "OW aAG tbz,.!.A, but t.he 'lea~der of 

~. '\ the persecution,. iI: that word is' ..... nj!)t too strong for it, r/J .~, ,. :w~s probably ~ Slg~orl~ M~:t:l~ -:'f~' ~:p' J1t gwae said that 
. "tV \.,' . · "Ma"urlz10"~ tne Count' s son, but ~ff.xpring froml 

J . /-t:~f, Mii:~aTs,)~;~ -;ffilira;with e:JP~a'Bant :1!iving nearbyo 
,\\~'iu' tf"" - ,'l,.)u ,'- - , 



T, his must be, one of the acanda s which peo~e 1n Rome, speak 
of 1n connec.-tion wi th Marcella. It 1s c er ainly true tha t 
Maurizio seems to have .. nothing in common wih the Count, 
whi~e the youngest child has t e same rath r loose face, 

_---'"" -;>7 . . . " e • Bot h 
Marcella and Stefanella tehd to.protect Maur1z10, and for 

.' this"" reason'( he -l"oves :theHl'-bat:h'"J'wli,"h _la . quietr;' 8b~eolutely 
confident tenderness. People .say :that the peaa~nt wanted 

. .1.'.- - " •••• t.o haVe the ~nil(ff:- but thB."t the"'Count: t;a:Q '1nsiet"ed on 
,~;c,£) keeping him, 1[,1 tee f~~i~~ after lef1ml,e~s" argu~~p~t.sL-w-4ttl the 

'1\'\ . • peasant. ru~. 1 bang~~ the table a, nd' 'inakiflt5 all SOl t s of 

)~ /h.l/) threatg..wl£.l!E.e .Count.~ha.s .n~ve:r: ~e~n ,know:~ to lay a finger 
v~i/kc.JL·,/ · r:t .. , ton a chilo:- o~.~ 'ma'n~ "and he' ls" e1 tge'r qu"ite blind to 

! humiliation or hae a remarka1?le cap~c;i~y' :for. b~arlng it. 
, I;. ,.1. He wa.i~ts') for'rJthihgs I,~O pa'ss' over'; he alwtiy a' trje~s to keep 

out Of,. qua~e!§., ~-he·n-I 8artr.9>=p€op+e, .. t~:~,~th:~.re may be 
". I • ~ ~thtS¥ .. a·r,very,iunusual wisdom anif:pe;t1encre tb."ey say, no, f 

- V ~l.:t)%~s!~rrrY ~a:ziness anp mora~ .. ln~p!aitud.e. "r'tj"~i~ ~ r :J~' 't"d'ecid'a.·1
•
7 ":All I kn6w-' l'a '-that When"aeactaeaead'soa,' oaeag8~e'. • 

aQ~d~ I eyer g~~t. in,~ ... ~gnant .. ~ t, t.abl.e? be.<?~.u.Js:~ 9fj s .. om~body 
4.-'.') ."~e·,1.rud,eness~"-lt, i·s·tie'who IDa·kea the'{ soothing, tactful 

remark -and helps .YJJ;1 bac'k to cal~laolie.oa) he 18 
. VOl', s-enoitive to breaches ef et±~ Despfte ~ the fact 

~ tr.k1 . that leCher~.~ t.h9~g.h~s~ rin p.~~s ~iq.~.from: onJtor the day 
-./ C.L \tQ - the" other ,~Ci espi te ." the fact jtha t he hoard s thoto, gr'aphs 

of beautiful women (\IV p.1G.h he b:ims&lf' ha s .taken and t:or all 
~ ~ ~ )! I . kQOw~. pore ·sLover;· them.) for hO.Y~.--1.Dt.-s"'1 e eo ei

" (M{ 1s e aI' ta: 1fily 
V-el'Y jea~~u.s." PR' ,files arid I 1la'Ve aeT.}~p .. kaGwEl . }aim shew tfiem-' 

Tt C \7-t:o a male..!hr~Cfie I~: horr it'iedL by"" d'ir'ty s't or ies at o-J the table 
, . ,!'C,' an~ by, an~/a.~~ ~e~~J ~tt,e~~ ,~f tt;te. 1J!J91' Of) l' : 

rw!enever. pretty young women c;ome t9, .the hou,se h~nv1tes 
<..; ./(,~ them l e 'ther' 'td~)l'ook'a't' his' pho'f;ographa, "whi'Cjh 'people say 

.. «'~~ reall:t .ar.e ~~Il'pe~b and~, .. ,o,r th~ ;~os:t bea~~tr,u~A),!ome . .q~ .in: the 
() ~ I f. '. cJ}ty, c'or e]:s'e' 'fto -poete .Tfor· a ph6tgraph themselves. He , 

, . , rl~~~s wlt:h ~!l~m26:;~!~'!-O!,~ '~~~~ ~ r.u~''da~·~t~ aRe /; a? 

1. "~::~:~i.~~~::;: ;;r=.;;,~e;".~;;;,~;.tg t::g!;!;:!i::~~r.LRJ.2 
":I,\ •.. ~t·.· ~ i1e. alaw9J8" a·sks' them' to s it "n'ex t to him a t table, ~ 

constantly pats t,he.ir: ar.qls, ~ ,t.ou~:hes, t,heir. hair., lightly, 
.).1'" "'~ -:putEP'his~ ha"iid' 'on 'theil:!' ,Shoui'd'e~' ' usualli'the~er 

~
t..QiS ~Il/a- b~,.v!~d J . o~ ;NS"" ~qr. atte~, ~l.l~ qe(.4..~, 1!~he.-c~, of 

... . '\, <~ l[the.1..,htnrse': aQ8agba.cac8;~a.IIC·aea:cadari.e ilrbaue~ and, d e~ Eee-R. '1 Jk. 
~\(.N-~; ~ on their: ,s .. ee;on~, Yl~itf'..;they,,~ k~ep ~W:~'Y:: f;rr,?m ~ ~ 

:, ";' .. ,He~"alsb asks ,.them to 'c:ome for 'a ride with him on his mot.or,-
~ I ~,.e~1:&r' and if. t?ey ~~ree, .~thtC:h. ~~ey do V.~IlY;; s.~Jd''?~1? 

J . @O"st-1-Of them"having"been war-ned aboutllt) he takes t,hem to 
a long deep-green fJe~d a few ki.~O~~t,~.'/"~li.lxEf s:o:uth and 
t:r;les to get them 'to 119' down wlt,h him. all the mont.he 
I ~e ,sp~nt\ In.t.his ,h~.~se -~ ha.v~ ... o!llY' ~now woman to 

• '. ,.~"1. go 'w'1-th h1.IIl" "and she had known him for SO Dt-yeara ~ He 
,1s ,ba.l~ and ha~ .w~i ~e, .~.tar+ng eyes!·andJ a );ra·ther 'l'oose 

.. ~)!::)l.:, mout"h',-' and' he walks wi th his bac1k very str'aight, aa he 

.IL' t ~~ ed ~'? 1~~ ~ ~e_ ml1itar.y ,proc·e,ssions}'.4 All b;je'rJ-t~he house 
. ~ L. i..,J a... .;.. -ILe.- Khy:':; ~. 
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6. 
I noticed him this mar ning si t'ting in an armc:bair by the 
hearth dOing his sc hoolwork, and; for a time t.he house waz 
in utter silence. He was looking out of the Frenc;h windows, 
lost, and the r.oom seemed to rest in its silence, sure and 
'easy, and I thought how none of the others could ever b~ so 
lost as that, c~uld ever sit easy l1ketba:t, coul~ e~~let 

'\ a room achieve suc'hAY peace. In fact, th5:s:e- ot,hers seldom 
It . , si t down. for more t,han ~. few: mom,ent,s~", ,They walk about 

'r'1l ~'':"'- qu.1o:Kly'· arHl a.Wkward'lY'~tJa:aap~1ng ·their.· short, ~iC k) sharp 
\J";)l.,~ ... }2> ~entellces in ~ ugl . voices. ~Ca~ad:Aemca. ~aQaghctac 

, ~~, -tJ.":1 ~ atavavsUsyaMavaalia'tavvdvata.v!['Guyavi,P8UI'U&.varilvaflivavavatav 
acak8cabJcaQadaQadaQdc'cettse8~acana<fiaeasaaA:cscaaS~*bscaa.ec.iea 

l, a'eaQgc~a.d~ .. a'Qadaoa I ..; - t .. " ~ ::.. _"'"- 't.... ; -,', ~--
• I $ve seen a look of' tendern~ss i~ S~e~aneila I s face 

. _~' "only (once~"in\tthe lastl.few weeks, I'and that· was y.esterday. 
&~m.eln'llJ~e There were a number of people 1n to tea, and one 

I "I t I. ,._, of ttieA,r aJ sml1ing;, ... au\rit-ll~ke, co-nstantly" ·nodding and 
surprised woman, alking to her closely!) ihaaaBae'aaea.ctac' 

:l~. '-l .. I Iin1Jaupvas:av.8v vSN,811guavBV81l8-'tkvaiJalljt'Vavatatag$vQv81paGr.t. 
,Baadacacac:a Stefanella fetched t'he~ ti,oy,', shining, 

}UP(j.)/vJ!~ i.l c;9mpac.t>radio .. sAell lDugh~' some 'moh-ths 'ago :t·oLPu:ti 13y hell be. 
c . J~ ,;lth-e. golden ar~l and' a green leather ~ase no bigger . 

I~t~\.()'j-~! 1 t·han ;a lwoman.' s~ handbag:tJ .She rplLiggao it" in, lpuf'l'ed out ," 
the aerial a~;t;hen :e..egQ:R =w slaow tho etB8r_ woman how mafi1 

"~ ~ j ~l wa.vel..ens.tlas·~'tJa9P8 ~e;P'8 hn's what ~eittme 1'fi ,ras eapable of, 
~ turning lff1als and press'ing spring-but.t,ons. And all the . time 

1'-. ; ~:.,.- s·p.:e played ',with) her shining ltt'tle'~b61t; and ,the other. woman 

I '"' 

c:lapped her hands together and ut,t,ered aunt.-llke cr-ies of 
1 ,a,s·:f:t~onls,hement9 there.~ was£"tfii:t.t. tend,er,' bem'used,,;'slly.' look on 

her face, ~ as if~ was all her own handiwork, i,u 
~ , sp~~t.hingl tO,1 d,o with 'her i pers'onal,ly,' with her 'GMh')prett,iness 

and health evell@J nair !~ ~og1ty~e~gfit in a shoPG,,1th 
t' ~~ i1iffuclty ,or 'f'ff'or t at a,ll~ ,r~'do:?ot think,-I' have ever 

.. V seen her face so shy, like that of atJri:''b:"tile g1:rl being priaesd 
\ ki, .~ ~ ~n ,fr.ont) of ,.t-oo many r ela·tl va s; f~ us ually her' fac e is 
,,_v,-. .. strained about the eyes, hard, eeem1t:l€i to dwell all t.h:e timo 

,'J ~ :;,u' _ . c;>n )~rq subj,ect~,'Ll:ike ~hO.w- muc'h t'ea tnere' is 1'eft 'ln the 
ca.nnister for t'he weekend, whether the dogs have been fed, 

.1: ,'; I ~~. whttJer :E3ne ~hasi time ,.to~tlle ldC"sl tbwn for another e1ectri(} 
plug, w~her the t.servants' l?ave b.een stealing. Perhaps • 

().' u', t~h~;t -li~L, ~p.y;, l.even ;though:. sbe has ':a: pre'tty" face and a tidy 
figure , ", ong, 1 ~ naB grown 

"\ (! ., \ I •• _.~.V!..kw." arC!, h~r; breasts.c ,.'s'1ac,k and ,-her 'should'ers e." young 
'!."J~'~ -q,~:n a~,e.~~e_r ~ very. 1nte:est,ed 1n ,her ~o~ lOng~~: "WI 
~ . ~ \ .,J..o·ttitr·,1:wte to' be- married to hel'-beeaus8 of her stroug Sense .. 

t v-- of dlsgblot, aag aa for ..T •• be tolQ yeetG9?d-ay that he tnought 
w fir }) e he .ould' nSit, bring forth a c:hild as a ,r~~tllt. sf 10 ve, but 

t) _~..... wh~ t~: ... mljlggo:ts~ (I fer hIm lle'r ,body' iSblfl'Neeleaemc . But taejt­
Vtt" 'ljetest each otber / ~he .;.sa~'J, he N~d,irty and tha t the Siamese 

: ~r~0" c,~~t ,;s~el{L.sJ_Y{henever ~lt haAI been in 'his rO'om for long (implying 
. ~(cJ ~ that~&E.Msexually perverted); wh:11e h~ says that slle has a 

-VI ~ •. "!AI-, 6-! 7m~n~~ a'~; big.! as his thmubna'11. -- "I. • . ,- ,. ,. . • 

ft.t.v'II","V But S~tefa:Jlla has a certa.in ou.twardness whlc,h I like. 
-IV She watches 0 . er people, wants to know about themJ;~' is 

v,ery seldom nvious of their pleasures. Perhaps that was 

@' 
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taught her by Marcella, for it is_not true of the Count. 
In fact, she is so content to watc;h other people that ahe ... /1 .. 

seems 'bo cancelSherself out, "tak:tfl%~t· in ae~Htg, s1ttjng.Y"-.: 
by the wall surp.ng ~party, fflr lilstaaQ9~Gd~_._l].ey~.~ __ ~~~c;1ng!J 
w.aRt1ns to keep hal self ~/ithdrawn, J~ a~if'someone nao 
breat'hed -it into her ears during the childhood-sleep that 
she could~nter into life like other wQmen, haV~ c;hildren, 
tak~,trains alone,. pay~~~r ,own bills and manag~her 
own house.: ._ She' 1s, still .IJ<$3:t:J.'~ild·, at the.J!..ge of 
twenty-elght~· ' u~t~l5u1~ sus::mav~_ I, 'p'm a'sto is c1ed 
whenev:er L~sud'denly, .eal-is9 1 ,t,hat sh 'has never once left this 
house, an her room n this house, or more t, n a few ghts 
since,lsha I waer;"bor.n~l· A:If ':!1 had ,s"tay d -in t,..he· rt of Lo don 
where! w s born I t ink I should b mad or d ad now. But 
that was ,di~f:er.'ent .• : t ,T·tiere· are~ n6 orfr:lble d Tk, street 
here, but, vinegro e and orc:hard the ba~:k a· grave led 

li t, path leaifi ,g .;u'p to;' country. ra,od', 'and l "far,·l·n the dist 
when the st is no too low, the irst white shining 

I 

• 
J ,J:>l1-i'l'dlng~ J; th'e: 8i y~,'~_ver.yL c'lea'n l nd atl:11~ 'But sti 

cannot bea to thin of someone 11 ing in ~e. own fami 
beyond the age of if teen or 8'0:,J owever# 'mli h ~she 10 
her mother and fath r, andhowever ~ood the a r. I f 

J', tj:1e idea.: -0 famtly. o~rifylng. or ma I~i t p r etuate 
hatred ,and digsust, always and ev -ywhere;. hose who 

... to SJ10W t t,.1 tl _is 1"1' very 'enc,M ~t-rng 'na ve' only :.ear 
QO deceit nc h:jmbu ~ 

! - . .. \J 

_----,--.-ye,s.t:~g~~ Marc'ella .and I~ were ~M~j.hg 'about the family', 
. ~ how rude theY~9 te J-r, hoVl they ~e about him in 
~ . .;,.5oJ, whispers, call~ him a 'wretch~ a 'filthy tJ1 eas 'if, a 'parasite, 
~,.).Jl...jl and how, whenever he came t.o meals they/made him feel .alBae 

h. ~--~=un~~ntednda: af:'Oer:dl;lY~" ::ren, appar SAf.ly,' '1;hrough the 
. ~ A ,~8 wlonter w1iELR I w,:-s ae:t7 Qep-e. But a ter luncjh yesterday 

(A.,.l;\ tiJwt-<- "" ~ '). he -revolted ana swore tha t he would n~ve c~ome back into 
l~)...;2 . {'i \ .,' the ohuse again that he never again wanted to see sue·h 
~\7l,., poeple,. Fo;r I t ere had' b'een . trouble the ight before, after 

(~ ,-" Marceila had go e to bed. J. ca,e 1n a d wez:1~ .s~raight to 
,his room l ,V!1.thou r say ing gooci'n:i:ght tot'any oe.· The' Count 
. ran up to Maree Is t s bedroom and tol:.d h r, first, tha t J. 
bad ~Iref)~sed, to' eat ,td1riner~!wi th 'them) '-an'd' :se&ondly) tha t he . 
had failed to ay goodnight. She shrug ed and said it • 

,J_ _ ~J\' W:~f?. ~ imp!.y~ ~:he. r.es:,ul t O·fd the'way "the fs:m ly ~ had .be en 
treating him. But noen of the family c.' uld understand this. 

c u 

, They._:wer'~.J.-_~timp y) hur,lt ·that h'e shoul'd': ~na v tJgo~ne' to 'bed wi thout 
saying goodnig t. __ . __ They said it was imp l~teJ ha.ving thoughout 

. ~ VY,~nt.er),~r,~a~.~).'hlPl .. l.1ke'r·a: dog.,' or'-wor e thB.n a 'dog, as a 
friend of his s io, because a dog stand a chance of some 
'flnd~~ss, ~e,t\!e~e ~ tF9!<.kicks'. ·Sd~,a:fter'· ~ had-revolted I 
'said 'to Marcell , .~.T~ell:_~.heI¥ .he .... is nev~ coming back. Then 
th~eY,w_l~l .. l~~~: Wtt~:theYL ha.ves dO'ne tot fellow. They will 
realise how crue they have been. It ill teach· them a 
1 tI ';- 'i e s s. ~n., .... '~_ \ ,i .. !,: .... I _ ,,~,. ' , , ' 

But she sa $,c:ao$c, shook her head nd sa,id, ~ot at all, 
'" t ~y~ w\~.ll aiI!lP]. ,say -that"l';le: has':'been :b. de by not saying 
•• ," I • ho spi tall ty and that he has hurt them. 

_ .. " , ~ ~n I JSf?keg_ her if: they' had· ho 5e e of other' people' s 
I.. • fe elings at a1 t she said, fiNo, none wha tsoever .•. They would. 



, 
... .... - ~ 8. ~ "Th lik be aware of the fact .~ they wer.e hurt... ey re ' e 

animals who claw another one to des ying wit him. day' 

a,eaameeca are' not ,cowed ,~q."ashamed, as animals c n be, but 
are simply sad that some ne has taken si:;ay that m vlng thing 

[

rl-t.e-r-day-Wl-ti 0 live, then soap 'aC$c-acae 

they could play with day after day_ . 
. ~J ~. Mereel1la thitLsdde that perhaps it was best to ~e like 

_.. .tha,t,: aw~re only. of :oneself, ~.rylag oats. \vaea aae was ~B: painT 
. relying on toher people's ms'i;c;y, but having little onesle!. 
~I said, no, there was nothing luc;ky B.'bout. that, because 
they must be unhappy people, being incapabale of love. I 

{ '( ..J'. remember she shr.tlgge d 'snd murmur.'ed i vUnhappy no, .. but, neither 
~ ~~ , J very happy: nor very sad, J.on one level of ordinariness all the 
V time!;, Then she added as she ... went away. into' the kitchen, 

and this surpr'1sed me, "People maya,s well be dead as live 
I i.ke·tha t. fI, . .' ...: ' ~." 

._'. . "-But!. tb.1Qk tbere 10 really a 8:saaaess 1ft tee two siple. 
f"Ihave often seen Stefanella staring, at.-the f.loor, bent 
~ard a little, eeemln3 wbi~~edl smoking an American 

.' .1 r C ~g~:z:'e.tt~., her·.ye.llow bleacq,ed ·ha1.:r .falling long down her. 
\, _ ... - c'heeks (in" a fashion tha t went out. ~ years ago), 'am!' 
~, .S terr1ble.p.ar~ess .se.eming .. to .surr:ound.1her. t tlThere is. 
~ 7/ something abJut the silence. of these t~bl_sisters that is)sad • 

. _ 'w •. ~lt\-1.s_;P.let tJ.~;.e .. eilenee e;f' p9i.Ce. - .Lt is, the silence of people ... ~ y- .. ; 1 .• $ af!::e regretting something, ~ something whic·h perhaps 
~ ~ ~I~/ ~ ,t,h~Yl pa~~ .never~.'but of~se+ ex lS~er~.J.they· ba·ve ~jqilt" 

~;W"" ,.~ a few dumb intimations, issuing from the da~!t, nO.t told ~em 
. 11(:[1... ;in, ?TO;;q8~ t. ~the Gop-nt there. is no .. sad-ness,)wB:at.aoeve~ j~st 

as ther~ is ~le humour. He seems t~.g~through life iwith 
.. J ~.l q~.~ ~Y~E!,;.~f~~~~ ol)~ :the ,. gr.oung.,. seeming ~ even ~9, know there 

~ ___ ..!~_~.lty, except a,s an idea. An~ though he iSl1a~ impo rtsnt ' 
'7t~~.a;1 t:~n9t:--o,~ax:y ):n. th6)q,huphO',.Ihe 'is not,.in~·:t~he' 'sligtitest 
~. 'rel'igious. His God is a habit he has pickea up over the 
~t~;()'l.l;.e~I)~J, ,~s l.h~ ",pic,ked .up'~ the' habl t, of ~)lirat,ion.J There is 

J. ·;'.no 'beyond'ness in him~at~, I~e never seen ~craQaaa 
81C818Mae _~ a ~ even momentaril.y'<.re lflected1' 

-1'~ T1'ra-t is why Ol.S company is su oca n, 0 a m s ne4V 
,_ '- ::(~ I,._~~.~ e:ft an .. notic.ej:· -,that- a. ~,f.ew: seC?'onds after he has left 

t L. ~ l;la;.., table to go to bed '-visitors ~ sat better in their • 
\/;-; ......... o;.h.j.~e and pea'tl:y---smileiC for the .f'irst· tim:~·:wh:tle the 

- . y'. t:~: ~;f illd~;~w~-;ir' ~-y -efle rt;~~~~ bad ~. \~ I~ '~~~h?Fa~; {.as!lh't 0. g i~ .s.trange, ;'lttle) 
'ba.re, friendless world af S ilia" Vi lie 1s the lackey of his own 

r ~ d.~~~,. ~~OU~h~s.i~!la, hOIl.ibl, "':lilsa'p:, whe, mliB4;elk~ e''btlsI people 
" . - ~l a way t.bat makes no ene l:a\:1@iS, waG> turn~ the world into 

'. ".a: ?~l?ken~r!~~ .1'her;e: tpe>cluc:ks~ 'about ;achleVfng netaing day after 
_. day. Last year I remember Marcella leaning over towar~s me 

J r' . a.nd ;~~ying:)I~~abap;~.Ql1leaeac.Cac.,"aeeQa\Jkeac·a.ea·c·am~·a· as he 
•• .J,~ opened the door into the room,' fthen he comes it f's like death 

'.I'l. ~.~~~,S.,i~g_ ,9v§Sfc t·re "Itable ...... ' .Yo~" can'laee 'eve·ryone'··~~ stiff and a 
olht afraid. f ~ J...o1k:I~ ~ ft:., ~ '1 _ : • ~. 

:',", i.~ ~ ~iVeryj da.y_?_._Yih~.n:. 'h~.:_£:.om~~~-.!n~fo:r~~it;lnc h, rie- calls ~er 
h~s younger son~nd as~s him w~t he ha~ ,b~n-up-tp~-~~pa s 
9-~~ .. ~ea.d!..; a:nd kisses L him, I l'ooks -' s urpr-lsedj'}@e wh1 tee of his 
ey.es show1ng and his mouth dra~n dOw~ w'~en he,.1~i supposed to(j ..... 
and sometimes he pulls him on- to' hi's 1m'ee and tells h1m a .'./ 





10 ( aw('7~ • k3r~1le Count ()oQt1Rot i e.g and gives them a thra shine; 
r~~~ : ~:n~ tb.en promise,," them. another t.hrashing if they 
~, or tell~f.lyene about it. They fear both her ~~~ both. 
Kaaeamaaa Setf'anella, because they get bea tinga f . d I~ 
Ihe osiiblbi ty of a beating gives tava.J1ai:a.valJaa~aca a Jvt'. 

:\ tou ~ ad e to life that they~t, and I have seen the lit.t.le ,#' bo g dell~eratelY annoy his mother at the table., put.ting ~a 
, ba~e dirty, .feet up oR-. t9-,..9 .. taple~l.O,:t.h on, balac .. ning on bis 
- .. - ~. '. -"~ . '~J t~ila:t she wiil give him a cuff. Then, after she 

~~~l~~n~O it, he'l c,<?mes ,~f;ld ~·.ur~s 'tlP in .. his ~ c ba!r,', at her back, 
with his hands round' her'neck, and uaally falls asleep like 
that, and stays t.b.e~e uP~~~.+~,St~faXle~~a puts him on her 

··shoulders ~rna t~t'kesl him up to bed. But the Count is a . 
loving outsider to th~m.! ~~d th~Yl ~.e).l· q.~m a~l, sorts of l~es, 

.'''''Jsometirries~'!i'ri d'onnlvance with Marcella, knowing how credulous 

1. he 'cans be~. ~ ±. :.' ~ .. r ".' ,)I. ,~- • ~~. ,1 --------

" .' - , La'at n'lght!.J·the"11"1itle' ooy and L ·were- the only ones 
~ .r.~' t table for.' dinner ,.)a.nd ·a1l.l.·the :t.lme·. theLP1ayed~ the 

,,' ~ .... , . p·adrone,~,)·ta.lki'ng Ito 'm'(/'very "poll-t.ely·, aak~ng if I was 
enjoying t.he sp~g~etti:, ,~~l~lng·'..out:l\t.o.!the. s·ervants in .• 

_.... ,'a~loud'; c'ommahdlng v,'"6ice, his llt"tl·e c·hin pushed forward, 
and ma~i~g ~p.~m eqme, .ftr~·,t~ tQ. mel t:o_ aak':lf~ I~ wanted another 

:':) '. 'f II \:·nelplng. '- ~"-And\'tney ob'eyed him. Towards the end. of. the 
d inner he called .out .fop. tho 19rs t ' ftlae' -to' ,Elsa, Gino I s 

J,. I ..J 'I rw·ife·, li).tsmS.!l ~ : l:'!eally,'" animal erea ture with a man t s V'oie e, 
and when she came to It.he· table\...she !Learied' over!::hlm and aaid 

'.. : ,n, I') qutetly·,"V"Remember you' ar.e 'nine' and a 'half, nine ancii a half', II 
but nevert,helesa she gave him the' num·ber -:of stufr~ed t.omatoes­

'J.,J.~f~; "~,~he a·s,ked'~for,·-with"a(j'icf so~e"Oil' and sauce, a~d ,s .. he joined 
1~ hi~ game, t,hP}lgh.1t~·~~s-)npt .... entirely.>a· .. game for her 

t " ~; :,' ~ _',' .b.ecau, sa· of' the way' "'he -sat, so authora tl tl vely in his chair', 
his bac:k qui te s traight, ~his· eyes c.lear' and ~blac,:k, never 

All looking up at her, but assuming, like all t.hose aq.aaa(bac 
~Z) used to lea.d~rshlJ2' t.hat~ wo~ld, .be, obeyed!-to the last 

lJ t. J).J/6. ,.::. ~ d~e't·a·-il·~:''\.''· -Th:en,'he' ·bame: into md/ room., whic·h l,~~,~ off' the 
'. din~n~ ~oom,;" a~d, ,,~ol_d me .. ~.JJ?~·_arIVlsi,t .. of':.~ h1sJt'o Ponza, 

, __ .jk:e.}, a-:-.. lovely- i'sland thr'ee hours boatride from Anzio, how he 
~ had seen, a grea;t .8h~p'i .~he P:r.'ls.t·opho C.olomoo; one its way 

... .. t.o AmerlG,s·,· .. and ... ·b:ow t,he driver nad thrott·~ed. the eng.1ne • 
\ of the mot~~baot a,s 't~h~y ,l..d;re!, near~.Jto., the'; i'sland 'shore, 

J ... ~J ~nd . how .. smoot;hly'~ they L.s'wer~ed towards t,he land, bObb~lng: 
f-? up and down slightly', ~,a sea utt.erly' blne,! the ~ 

·roc.~ks showing a strange r~ under t,he wa~er;, soft and 
~ shimmering, a~d. ~~e rg~~a~'..r~tl1.1 ~grean 'aad borwa- island ~, ~ 

~.L .) .:huge ,'snd1 ~Jhuml'ed -oe'for e theDll. ~ He a~~ en ~e ~~e.ther· Lond on 
l. was also .a~ ~~l~nd .~.~ :thE? .sea,T as tb:fi-bad,~l.tieard·,- ahd I 'sald, 

No, but it". h1s a rfver::e AaQCaCaD8c.ar:acaoa<bac; and boats 
, go aIon~ it .•. ~( ~.~\ .. ~~n~~ct,. ~,o_, know Whether these boats bad _ '- ,_~:s, a~d' I saId., YElS.. He nodded and~ur,muJ;'ed, s:tarln.g 
~ t,hAV. --c-a-H~n, t ~,~~ .. he silent and· hot,l room'" IIj~h then 
" {; '" ey; .are motorboa~~ . - '. " ,ffe ?) sc laluppe?v. A J d 

~~P""'''lt''' t,hat he turned tow:. ros: t,he,+ w~ll a,nd went to·\81etJ·. 'po' 'l~k after 
-~, I'~ ,a, ~.:P.~J.d ~ ln~la drt! j1ng.~ oarless. a.cabaea. rOYfb..,.08f( on J th e 1 
_ _ and dar~est o~ Irlve~~J, bet!yeen '81eadaws- iJj:id's ", . e Ca mest 
-. __ --v/ win,dl~ss!.'and -unpe'opJ.:eo· Ii .. ,r . ds and trees, 

./ feet u ./ . • eaned back on my pillow, my 
P on. tn.Ee be ,d. and. . ~. 1,.,.1 • . ·Idl.·,- , 1"e d'" .. -. '/J ~ .,."" t"S ' 

~~~ 
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MADame Bovary, then Sassa came in for her supper, knoc~ked, 
ony my door and carried him up t,o bed,. \Th9~rest of the 
family were out.. The Count was at t,he ~ith friends, 
and would not, be baok until the last train at midnlgh~ 
aRi Maurlzio was at the o~inema, where a musical was showing, 
and Marcella bad gone with Gluspplna and Ste,fanella to a 
hous'e at the bac',k, ~ fif'ty or so yards away, behind the 
vineyard, where th~,y were, inYl ted t~ qinnez; "~~d ~r;~.nks. 

. Yfhile -I was reading," a'fter Carlo Ihad be'en,l taKen of,f to bed, 

Y 
I heard' laughter and music; coming from beyond the vines, 

~ .-~Q.Q;u{ ,"a'nd' I thO,ught L how 'this' s~und no 10'nger" made m,e feal lonely 
,r c.lJY and aband'oned, as it used to of?c:e',L ~her~ ,was a ~.arvellous 
\' I silence in the house, someth1ng,'very rare.-- The house is 

capable of e"Lerithing, has known everyt.hing from sadness to 'j' /);)rtl:taJ.1t.y'. The' other day"Mar.cella c'ame into my room at 
"~ sundown, after I had opened my .tag8Va shutters to let in 

~-r..p'" . the I·e 0'01 air" ""and' leaned out of' 't~b.e =-w'ind'ow, looking at the 
~ O(}J~ ") peac h t~eaa , with ev~:sy:~hl~, ,in, ~h~ s~~,e une:u~\~o~ry. stillness 
14 : '\v.J'!.- I a·nd ~silenc e-jJ,llke the)"'s ~gh1ng of A things,:;,wa19.aae'hot speak. 

~v...()...",\ ' and sald, tlr love-my house, you know ...... ,It'ts.true, t.he~ 
:',1, '" ,si'1e'n~ pa-us-es make on's'love the ho'uae.·~~eme'm.oer· last .. '1, 

night, tenderly, how the pillow f'el t, agai1nrt-' my' ~ac':k, how 
' ••• : ..l 

. . u .. : -

" I, and .. the boo'k and the B'ilenc'e arid the Lallght wind whie:h 
went t.hrough the bushes J.ust-belo~ window wer.e~l one 
dr eam. J. W.s -in: hi's noom,' -and i 

. I rthink l1e liad aIr ad~ 
gone to bed. He never c:omes lnto meals ,now. He t,old 
Marcella. yeat rday t'hat. i,f· ahe'''fel "tike' it she 0:,0 ld br'ing' 
him hot food nto his room, but on y if she wanted but 

. he. would' no 1 ng'er . aa t wi th the ot er member s of,' t e family • 
When Gluseppi a heard this, duri~ tea, when there were 

l.li\C:l'~ .,' _vlrstotr.:s', she sighed and~~'sho6k her head', uNo~ no, OOI" boy, 
he can I t do t ~ ••• till And .as the alway ,s_ do a,he, urned to 

l I \, ,! Marc ella, ~and .. - aid ,-' ~Youl··mulstn>t t 1- t hint do t,ha, t •• II and 
Marc ella answ r.ed sharply, II It Is I t my faul t. ... '1:, I s the 
.f.aul t of I y-our mother' and :·your br' ttler. '''-'1 ~ ve 'dc)"n my be st." 

_ .,.,i C. 

I 
} . 

I A ~r~e.na of John I s has given him blsuits J ,a littl burner _ 
to heat w·ate on, a pac·ket of te , pears ana "pea ties, a large 
piec e of c.-he se and a can to dr. k out o:r-. So e can soen4 
all.-day ,In· ~h, s ~rooml wi thout, ss'a ng anyon'e. He old me - .,.. 
he would on1 c/ome out into th ma~n rqom (drawi 1 and .. 
cl'lnlng room· n one', -where every oe s'it's" and' wher . the 
rad:l0 1s), 1 Marcella .dQacIa,,~c c~Cap~c~l'.na, ~.~ eppina and 
I. J1e~e ,ther~e alone. If. :he wa ta' to go for a ~w 'k he jumps' 
out of his lndow on to the gr vel pa th, leavin the ehut,ters 
apsJl8V8Vataa ·taavas:av4 u81pailavkv Da;, -unfaste'n:eif b :t, with the, 
appearanc e f being c:10aeed:, so that he can jump bac:k In. 
Last night ino, who so far ba shown him only conetem t ' 
opened his oor quietly and wi h a smile put do n a h P , 
plate of·s hg-etti 0 hi' t b· . uge b - t ' n sal. J • -cannot: 'ex laln thls, 

. 'b U perhap a<ta.o;aUl88acfaC81c; Gin is suddenly sorrly tor him 
t~ca~se he -knows what poverty eans. The othe:J members ~f 

... ,,_~, a~i~y ~'. ,~par:t ,~~.om Marc',e1 a ond· Giseplnna 1 do not -
seem to re lise his absence rrtm the tabl I 

.,o,.~t o~ ,t.h,e~~, min, ,dS.: 'He is' no -loqger' the;;' t,o Ht"l:as wl~,hssed 
to hurt· . 1 Y I 

, " '.0 v,ent ha~~~d on,. h no longer ear"ves a purpose, 
\, " J. -. - ,~" , I 

I 



· ) 





,14. 
'. ' · Yet no sooner ba. va I w.ltt.en these words than I feel 

again that he is always 1 a terrible darkness, that he is 
a kind of monster, and t t 'his susplc~ions are never right, 
because, spr lnging from is own darkness:, where t.here is no p,. air or respite, they are never about, t,he real world, never 

W~ ab ther eo le, onl . mpt.omatic;, like a running nose. # 
/,.x~ The young woman e spo e about .. J:a;st S!loda;i. say ng s e 

. , w~~r\,",ln.~~~l;~el?~~ .. l?~~~.i9~~Jte.l.an(t 9~u'nni ,1St )ve~Y',muc';h alone, 
\.4 ,t. '"' 'til _~ t i .. ~ .. , 



I 



16. . ~ ...>"'" a.N\ t d whenaaeri he. Ma..Lt.fte opportunity:·. She said he area e a 
complic.taed.:world, - bad daily secret assignations, 



, 
.,.. .... -

'f~ 
ove means 

solitary orgasm, 
, in a car, between vine-rows, 

,. _ His wor'k, 
which is a few hours every' day as a ~ minor -c~lerk in the 
Ministry of Shipping, means no~h~ng to. him; aeaaaGtseacaaae: 
ne never goes riding'i' 'trngeeo to tee s,ea ealy T.repy PQt'eJ y, 
he never 'watc:hes ·spor.'t·,: nand I QO not remember seeing him 
read a newspaper. He only ·quickens, he o'nlY"'b'ec:omes really 
fluent and at- nfs- ease, least Qi.stbWb'1ae to "be wit.b., 'Vaea 

. he j s fl) fit j ~wi th a ~ woman; in B:ewever aFetifiaeiee\:lta. a 
" '. . - ,when ¥ e is' dil!~iulli1Qg ,ttie: '!:l ___ ~r:l.s_t!'_oc:ac:~ ~.,.~.,.,.....Q 

~ i)\~~~ os-t d i at,ent- c opnec·t j aps. be kr:to~·s..!--=--=~gJr':k1i4Q.~~a~ Bea 
4V ~C: \-;1"- eaeac.a(lltC"WdiiCiaeac '&C8C'8.c.:- ~)~ . - t' 'L (~L ' •• '. 

Y.. ~e-t-~ , r---: -Last :nlght a.tc:hed,talki.r:g--to:~ar~~ ,on ~!'::r: terrace as 
~ ¢. . , ~ i,t gr.ew dar-ker,')a )the lig·hts in ·the flat'-w1ndows behind • 

j\t.( ~ ~/}saA .. · \. us went ,.up one a r abother and, our voic'es became more 
~ ~~W: "" ';' ~ .. muffJ.eq· in the -10- ely.t t" ~tr~nded -'dUS~'~ : - ~~f h~fs. askea eel' ". 

VI ~J.,.)I-' . \. I _ •• , " ,'_ ___ -L-J.-a.i-m se~el'~OL. I." _ ... 

"'. ,(.fo -L' •• -.. ~ ..... e C .,.'-.' ,\ ea y 
';P. f"'~"'" . - c.e.?! en she will 
Sl~ ~ ~be".f~ee~. 'Dtt·t la.st 8lt'n:).1.~l; G-Qcj;dea j o.Q-'a l'reel,; 'baet1e..-

-He told _ tha t while he was a ttrac ted by everyt'tiing in her, 
, [-1; , ,b'y: her ,v:o'i;c.e·;':~by-the· e·rec·t way, .she·~ sat in j a ctlB,ili',. by her 

~: a1m and still eyes, by her long, dre~m1ng wal~, ,yet he 
. I" ~h- r,e~l.1sed' ·t.ha:t, .he' ba;d n6:~c;hanc'e of';ever maklrig,):,love, to her, 
.)fY-t~~ being,c.ompared with her/ an old man (q.e is fl~tY~[,line) ~ and 

),t ~~.. .p~~11ap~, not. ·her.l kind, me'ntally:." ~ ~N6w--~he .• ·. 11_'1n.2~·~ase the 
JJ-e Yeloc1ty of hIs nvitatlons, until she w II ,accept a dInner 

~ )f.:. ~. ·rr.dll!-l:}l.m.· out .~9.f l_~:X ha usti on" a.nd <:.t hen,.:he', _: .. :1:1;1: nope" t. 0 carry 
~~/ ~p that exhaust-io thr0':1gh ,to the br~d~, aaki .~, q'e~::ag,a~n and 

p_ vr(1~\ I ae:;.ain.until \ sh is, wJ.ll·lng, to. s'el1' ,her~ oay '-for'~'aqli ttle 
~ I'v- ~ peace. ~ . 

J..p ~ I r .;.J:. .'''' e. alsC? , .. ~p_ok~ to her.abouttr.t'he. '~~!elleQ8 150y who W-
left, her ~He l'uLlIleasly a short ume _a:o~ an,d he did 

~ ,,i.e) thl~ in, qrd:e ,. tC?~ show her".how, d~e;"epl his }sym t'hYT'for her • 
(~~Jv-l' a.nd his inSi. h.t into the c:baracter~s o,r ot;h ~ ,peop~~ were. , 

, .' But in fae t., e. onJ-Y~ sp.ow~ dl. her. thO-w bl rna,..: '·s to n1 s hi ng ly 
~~'~c.p' "--'ol-ind', he , to the real situation. Fo nstnace'~ he said 
~ I. ~ ,,' t.he boy was neye~r ,in l~oy:e:,;~~~~th1<s,;~~*a:·s what,· chiefly 

~ / worried" him about the boy, that he ~ea:red \'·he had no capaCity 
\ . 
~ . ,~:or. loy~'.~ ~!Ea~~yaVlggal!s,1Jdva·va:m:a.ma:~a-st·8~,ailUa VPllJ8MpaV.iD.lJ 

• ,1 f, -as:avP'SlNBval'lQ v8fba,t'aUa,v!l~avstSlPi.yava'tava"Gavs,.~v~v~3la,vayavae 
. aaac aaaeaeaaadadadraclI9'ac.aaacaeadSlsieaea6'aeadtae'1!(c;·' D 6th Mar ia 

r r - ~, •• Jftd . I 'know t liis' 'bo be llonseUSe and tbart FI a-tlC~O, '. =efts bov 
1 ..J..J-ba. ~ b!3en;J?a,,.nt,Ul:ly,.tn love-llor a loh,~ 'btJnce.ln:ew-. i

' She tJ.L:r~" 
~oc-1 A3l!ggested to t.be CO'lr.lt tha.t, he might~s ~ply: be blind, to 

" "., . .,,'~ ~\Fr~a!.l0 .'.~ I! ~al· ,ns. t~e, ·bU·t, he'" 8 hook
l 

his I head v:,:er-y-~r.eere:f~~tsJr:¥-­
and SQl.d, no,. he;,t.knew~~ran~:o from ~ a c ri1d i c had 
the.-house: ,every 'day' fo'r tl,.......;;.· . " •• 

.... tl' -" . J.~·ee years or more, and that 
': - \: ,- '~(~ 

L' t , •. l 
j I 

.- ( 





19. b 
where the tr.ees move ~ sof~1y at night, a~d~I remam er 
how, as ~ it go1i later}Blcftd . JlDa laterq the (J-W~,c,ame 
downstairs agai¢~ agins ln hls.pyjamas and. snapped at 
Marcella~ she must c~ome up to bed, ~ this kind of I 
llf'e was rid:icu1ous, &Tnd that it was already past midnight. 
She looked like a young girl 1n the half-dark~, She simply 
nodd ed to him, eac,h time, but her heart was quiet, s he was . 

. .al.te@)eth:er.unmoved.byanYthing· he~. said,,~ and ': ttie
i
re

1
· was abi~uht 

her that rut,hlessnese and obstinacy of' a wif.e nove w ~. 
s.omeone else. . Franc;o simply lopked the ot·.her way, into 4t:: 
t,he darkness of' the garde:n while, the f'6\uJt, talked - IfItfF ~.hey 
had bOt.b,1O'Et hopad he!,,\wQQla- fal~81eep. qra.nco had the 
bedroom. near the ki tc;hen, on the ground f. oor, while all t,he 
ot.her bed'~ooms were upstairs, and aba,.abosU'aDi· after. the 

oun nssleep t'hey would have gone there ana locked t,he 
L \V . d'oor -t . I . t.le,ed tha,t· whe~ 'was in tViJln with me, dr'inking 

"(c.V " 'a tone .' 1ib.e.-bar's·-;-o1:r-rn8. part~ of pe ople, 'he was lighter, 
• _'. y, ...!J,.~~s:s:-t·hOughtf~ul,~,R-.-vvheu: he WaS wlbh Mal;calla, as if he 
~~~' ba. entere~n~R:pfrom: a too-terrible happiness. 

',' .. ;" . .'e Qt~payl~ m~,~·a' letter f.rom him.,in which he. 
8a.1~~--e-rywhere he went wi t.h her, a caf~ ' .... the ~&&d{~ 

~/~ -"v.:(tJ,. ,J.he ~--r;J!sn9Jw~tched from"hig.hup~~lnoNaplesi·· t, he-v. er!J,r~ 
/ ~ they drove along, the hotel bedrooms at nlght" the 

lJe- "J \ a ~a~ ipn~ I '!lher " .. d;. said;·· ood' b' .' arl 'tht!l:plae as 
-[' .. . , fie a!a.cD.aQoaoar: sO.sc . 

., ,~._.:::),be.9ame .. r. hlm remarkab1 ~. f '- ~...\1nder' a,ra,'pecial light" 
- / . " primevally brilliant, . 

j • t ' ',word11e~~"land; if.-he ever~ saw·.these- same· "plac'as: again, wi~ 
~ .oJ,· ~er .. ' they Wate stll1fund:er that ll~ht, ~s .ifl~' . , bean 
~\,\." "_,' ?8pl t1~_e~..-~~, 1.tJ;,.:v To f .' •. j.' . 

. ~_J _.' ,. ." a.he she never felt: shame 1n is preaence, 
. r-powi t.he .- ,1 d ~'o alfyt.h1nS· -to .eac·h other .... w.ithoiit sensing the 
" - f6ro ;.en., 8ftl'ft hOW., .Sh~)~e:ould~t. live an hour· :w~thout, thinking, 

, . u~ ~l!l a~9 ~reaming2,.oac::k~' 0nly' when they talked. 
l' t·o eac.h other did: they find real rest, ans c'ompared wit,h t,hat 

ta:l:.k a1~ t,he, ~!-Jfer t talk they d'id" was lrka'om~·'.aad:aa:ae 
MEC'llilell. Ihe; :t:ee'bed in caeh gtueP=\ Their: ·first moment 
of 1!!eetlng: again w extraoreiinary2f3'j-gh';: iil,fa" tha OVOI!l1l i 

e asked me if for me as well ~i~ . 
.-_' i he sBsuala j~as: ~uc;h a atr.J-.-,-· -':::-;:;o1dslll pres'e:nca; for. example 

.- ~.: ~"when' seap-acrac we "were all at table" ;4nd I. said, ~}'es, he bas 

'I ' 

L '. 

~\.v ~o much light in him, :l:LtJ;;»4:e like the gun!~ But ane pressed 
the question harder, leaning for.war~; wi th strained eyes like 

... a -.: yO.~qg g~:r.l.,- and~' a:s"ked, ~~d' 'his J presenc e seam to 
. aaS!l4X cancel out the res't of the world for. me. as it did for· 

he;", .. did:,.I ·:(~,ndJ the same solace In' hief talk, did 'other people, 
espe'c'1ally other g.~rls, fe.sl exac,tly w~t ana. felt;., except t,hat 

l. s~e ,w~s ~Ppy l.>enoug~ to .. possess him?' "This made me smile, 
and I sa.la, yes, it a true he has ligh~J .in him, but these are 

, ~~lY. Y'our fee+i!fl8 s ,; -l.t . .'~ becau'se' y,'ou ~e irJ::.>-ovft1J ~ . 



I~.~) 



.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--~e-wa~~~~,~~~~~Hr~e 
, ' ,.§.he ha,Q :n9t even, notic,e(t ,him and t. 

Ste:f'anellal t'ogether.. They (~d taken walks together, they ~ 
/~?een to the clnema(~1 r./ _~cg6.Ln=t:jj but,. n~.ver~ once had 
B.e-e~ _ She 

~ --:-' realised ths,t for him t· was not pre lsely love, a,s I~le would 
~~ feel it for a gir.l his own a.ge; it a aome thlng~·that went 

~ k'~.' on and on~ d esp1 te oth r g~.:rls, J ':l,st a the real tion between 
~ 'mother.J and sort gbes on does not co'll pee as soon as the son 

~, takes a womau. pO ~.r.I,a Way lIe,made lIef-fee): m:o~e t,spp1bly ~ 
cII.i' . i..f),r.'ner eE5e~the Jdifferen'ce 'of"yearsbetween them:~For weeks~ 
D{o).) ~ 'she suffer~d t~e kind of l,,?n~lin,~s,s -: t!fiJete,~E'alone in 
~ '~·"8i-'·room, ~wa~~l:Q8soS'"fiet:tf' bj.T·hObl~th:t?,e~@;h th;~~ht.tt!~d6 

' ~ tl:l-retlg\a. tti9,lnight ~gain, 1n a delirium ~ - 'b'T 
r4...(d.~~ ,. Q.o.p.e wlll rre~ c'ome again af~~y'outh, ~ 'but which ... 

does, humbl~ng t~ proud, adu1 J ttpsett1fig t~e 
, C', ' -' 

upstairs 
a-nolse, her' door open, knowing 

were •. e"ll~ilere, talking, pel'haps ~ 
a..J ., I. .' l. 

.u.-~--Ha-s---a:-a~g'fta~l~A~ .. ~ She ~. ~'there 'smoking c igeerrte after 
"sta~ing whE?n~'ver .sHe heard t.he murmur '9~ ;fa voice, or 

_-f.fE~~-mefrr c-ough, "thinking it was .... -her lOTJe sPy, or heard the 
e~ ' .. t~E? ap:r.-lng .. s clang,1M qUi~tlY, ~~gether&> or Beg' ani ng 

aeQ~lRB aga~n •. And. she.~ould only :t:est,,~~uld Cl'osJi'5her eyes 
f·or -'the first time ,~.n-1rfie ~lrl -came into the bedroom and 
la.ow-a-a-t-mn--srae; and she heard his door close downsta~ • 

e and~eI eaiiga:1:.cr ·ea:1:a' Il'tt.le to each other during those e9 
~a~y::-:.J-~ S h~ t gopgJ!:-i,t 9 f&~ ella knew Wha: ts he c..fw~'~.J,.~~ fer ing, 

~;, t\". ~.trt.' she c?~~a,'t .. be su.ra. She as,ked he~wh-et6.er she was 
F/[-lf~ ./' ~n love ~~ bU~.f?_~efB:gella,·a,qdYAl¥a ,shrugged her shoulders, 

'\ . PD'U g, .~rs8;id 'sha' d idn.,npt kn~ovt. And I think abacuch'ama ' 
S>fi}e fr J _ . nella-a ai , . as n 

'-li ' ' Alo . , gged her should ero, 
~ outing, ~nd ssi<ll she dip not :,know. ,I th~nk ,.8~e, felt. the 

~ c-t .. ~ _' will, At) her·: mother'st ead-1lt draw ing" tier 'back from him, and 
)2~ ~:ould_n~t face the separation from .. her mo·then'nor ~ t:..u 

- :.~. sll~t disapproval;: sf her £fto'thor ' ., . 4;5': 
~~I ~~s~w~. ·~~(~~'~~~~~~~~~~~~-l~' 

, , 



;~ ·life ~J ReT 01111 future. cnJ.ldrelt (whic.n ahe MOl'BS). 
_ . ~.) just as . bull in the ring, the sword .. deep in his neck, 
k.ek CJ ~J-.l.1 wi th ___ t.he_111c·adors drawing c'loser,... the heat and the loud 
~j" j''''' .~ .. / ~es jOining) turns round slowly, his head lower. and lower, 
>1.t'J'..) ''-c.-J4j. /' his eyes u.-:t&-ern;,v defeated,..at last,· almost lOVlnf5~clS enemy", 

1"- . :;; beggi OS fOl'gil'fiH:}Qss-., a.QQ-'gives in, slips 8t\:lddenl L-0n tp" the 
r~ , sand and does~~t mov~ again. Marcella had the sword, and 

plunged it ~n ~u~~klY, .h~r ey~s. c .. los~q~~p~~ ~l9 (,!ge~]: c€ the 

}'" ,1
1

, daughter si'leeaClored' and" slept· withOevery night. Wfew 
weeks later Stefanella came to her and .. said thatm was no 

~ ,_. longer intere's:t'sdJ.:.in F:ra'nco,~and-'~-made a face as if to say 
that she was disgusted. This meant for MarCE?~la. ,that he'.~d 

~ ~: r~ trted to' make- love to b:er seriously, to do fftor'e the: fl kios ':M:c, 
.<.c . and. bhe,b he) had f~i~ed.;" She, was~~~~.~t=lg1:Y ~11P.Y at ~ 

;;;y;' '-: I' I ~ '.ibOa~:i;af_th4:S!,,'.L.mi-raLcn-e-;'an-dt Fr. anc.o and .. Sh. e made lov9jfWith 
, the sa-ma-easy wildnes~ _?S at ~~~~t. ~ 9.~ hisTs~.d:e,. he had 

- - - I ,'~?c6v'ered from::rStefahel-1a))~\ b'e ho longeri 'described he.,.....-
~ loveliness at great length to Marcel~a, nor did .~e say again 

t1r"}" ,q~~ ~~~a:n~eal!:;:~~~f~~~i~~~· .. eit~'~;i~ C~e~i~h"YOUng ;;-~ 
<.I _. !-,whq'-iove"~lier·· -';t:.,A tflf~rst ther'eL is ' ''k'1ssfn' , ·s,tld· rokes, and • 

silent, drea ing walks. But then there c:'~mes .. the moment 
I.. ~:'. when -the .lyou gorman t-r19s ":·t6' J:oVEJ:(mors' t& n her- 'tab 'e, and 

;tillen she is err1fied, and the aftermat .of his .assa.ult, 
. " W· ',always"la'hort ve" is''.lfdr· her. '-s. b. ew.li:Lder~'d ;'~won'dering remorse, 

J or else ~isg ~t. simply qisg.~~t wi.~9 t.q bp,dy. ,,~fter t,hat, 
'~.r r!,rdLs·lowly·,.or~.,q-ic:kly\l.the yOUrig'rrian~came"'t' 'see her face and 

'. body as nea .al, repelling touc;b, not mde ,for .. love. And 
she-watc'h'es his interestdwindle, knowin eac,ti"'t·ime that it 
will happen . 

~ -, •• , 1,,- _ - '.wants. c ~~Q:r.en:r-a-n~d '.b:J9i "tant's a tl~sband: I. She 
IlL' is always f§tal.~ng·-fTI~ cmt:} she s.uf.fer,S:t:ljeq'49"~spasms of 

~,~ .,):spite.,.:a-na-::F.ia:t'red; whichl·'ma·ke -her,.JsrIoulder's "slo·ps· m'ora than 
J~. . .s·Ua1, her eyes dim a~d mean'; ,hel\_v.o~ce: b.ec~m..ea..~ .. ~ * i5" 

._ ~ _ ·mup.mur~·, -~ ..ahe . , Ii-ke' :8, ,flare a b~east" ·caught', "gbld-mane~ 
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23 j.p ~ i' ~ ~ .:.., 
community of touc.h with pother pe9Pl~ even ··though the ,"/, 
t"QJla19 j e one of pain. Her horse;play was onc e ga. iety J but '-A/ 

new i'& is a siekness. {~i...Pt.V" '-'" 

Every day she <toes to a hu,ge loc,omot1 ve fao'tory on the 
outskirts If-t.-ae e.l~y,~ workwin: ~ office just behind the 
., r assemblY-l'ooml. The noise is continuous and 

debfening/f~"'OIll·olle. erld of'the.eay to the other, but whenever W 
I ask her, about it she s,ay,s she l~?~s ti?"e V9&:~ane rinds t~ 
~ comfor.tlngr ind.eed l , ,'after-~tJiree- yea·rsj\couldJ1,bt do WI thout 
1 t now. tla vava&a til vaVBla-sva i'l va l1a¥sta'a lla:vatib;. wvaryapE'OBvallausri. 

r shabaeal1albs sabaha bpb4babllbaJbabaaa'bgbab,albibs:eay,amabababab 
a.w~Ji~b..tlb.a.b!lb, _·.She_c~o_m._~_8.J?!lck to the hou se silent and tired in 

----"the even~nga., .,elea:r ly ~ sry. -proud. 'o17'cfo~ 8' grown-up j o"tbwhi1e 
Goiag still psally an awkawps salle. She aits down without 

. ~~ ..I~p~eaking ,i~8ighi"n:g 'like an 010 woman~ not answering, Marc ella' s 
. _~U'. solicitous questions, ~ shrugging and_ yawning, making t3:er_:p~ 
f~~ reP] . ~.·fac:e . ugly. ,_,tl1ke a;; .w.or.kmen ·after- a l-oag Q1gb.t-s·b.lf.~ j ble Is us-
~ \l I if she is the hOPA a.RQ u~f'orle;i:vn~a:g ,oA.cmy ef ~ll d~lieae3 and 

.-~ ,.~te •. · J.L;I:bappen 8,o'.b~·tal\.klng' to Marcella, .qUietlY a.nd 
. '~asilY as we ~ee 00, she will cut across the conversat,ion 

v.Jn~J )'J '_ gelib.eratelY',-;:wi·th a ftU'pp'asely 'inat:erial qtiest-io~ llke ., 
uDid you think to oraer ~ butt.er tod?-y?U or' !'1ir,ty, was 

" Qar.lo dipping about, in~ the" pool, y.ou kn'ow 'he c·oril:es··in with his 
feet COvered in mud, and then Elsa complains _,tt I is as is 

:') ; she .·1~ ~ry i'ngJ~pr"oclalIn/i.cavaQamaea t,tla·t·) the "world" i dead and 
there fore not 0 stir, not to talk ith too much wa th because 

, ;;1 t ).s fo~~y ,to' 01s.0. about dead :.:th1 's',1 not- ·to: love, for there 
is deathA love s the silliest of il usions, not to et one's 
thoughts ~o bey nd the world, the s'S"n and t·oucba.bl' world. 
where people wo k, spend money and e t1red. Sh believes in 

, no,~hing_; ',j her,-.w .. l:d .i8 .. heapeai~:ab·out"herL-rn fragme s. Aaacac.: 
sc!cacsQacaca a elOsaadagabac8asea.2Ieaoacacfada eaaadachiarr 

, ,H~r~ .~n y c,on~ genqe q' mes~from .. her WOrk)"ill!r m, a-, .. ee~lng-t;nat 
sheis 'n the right ai e of the law , that s is the same aa 

--------- J e;v_e~yb dy ... ~lae, i that, . q,a-t'Mshe g·e.tal-she d·es rvea·'because she 
b~" works .or i t'J tha t is e,~sent.ial to s . _ ,h1pS "or other in 

-tV~. , • , .. Her wqr, . a aily ~'g'enufle<ition' to law;-brd er 
O'y \'pf\., ·a:n..:G.~~_ec_t.a?1--l4-~ ~~t. 1s ",boy p~ople whose wor,k. is dull 
'0(..6 ~ .. '. -~~._~mpty o:f~lpereo_naLmean1·ng. can -walk -through the ,streets 

, w~th ~heads up~ . ,.. . .. ..,.. .8 
Wl ' ... -.! - -" _ .. 1'- - .1.· . . e or t~1; "l~Awlay tsey o~n .~ork 1~1'bh: th:e1r 

: j a a o.ns e.l a . 



24. ~·,.~~w 'Y ~ • > 
r Y~c.c e or ~~ she ~ talked' to me Quietly, n.em1n1sa.lng, 
t e.ll-i-iltslllO==new "&eau'51f'tl:I~J?onza is, how ~-"feet .show l?,lue when 

put~ them in the ~~ how ~,lorious 1 t 1s to appoac.h rth ",iJCUJ( 
. ougna rough sea ,&ftJt.he boat riding out of the waves and then 

nosing dow~40tind how, if you stand on~ ~tallest roc,k, you can 
see a~ thetrsland, and the, llmitless~eM -gre&i and, blue and 

.J' touc.hed wi th fa6my whl te, crl) cd .out.', aner how there lsw,OJie c,hild 
"'{j ~, a boy who serves at tablew~etl etas ~ ,who hecla proud 

,~and angelic. face, at whom you~ ;book, ~r he" moves.Jso slowly 
-I1J- an:~:~J~~f! .lS-H:ke'S: Qhos!"n creature, with a 'lllaFvellQus' 

(V"_!f~J . i I ·sniile~ canc.,.e... ---:rottt. wi'th""hl's "eyest;thd 'e,lty aae. all lto eal?k 
l 'zi' ~ ef.,. r she tel~8 me 'about aytSB 8\le ~,to the sout.h 

(,,~ ~), . ,- e i-:1h, OW':'Ishe, s'aw·,JIsMa a'nd~twante'd tlo livb·~the·re,· 'how~ s~ loves l-:>. ~ , f\ ' 

inJ'1,,, -/~ islands, ,~ p.ow if. she m~rri.~Cl sh~ ,!C?u~d wan~ r~o t~k~ . husband 
r_~ ./ / I \ ~away s'odub'e a-lone 'with him,-"s'sPlate 'from :t'he world~, J o'n just 

/ such islands .,,~ She never talk~ abo~t. pe.op~~~ni ph~~ quiet, 
, ,~I /~ ';J ereamib8,' )way:~ u·he~"Jjey ErS' rfo~ the"!first t'1 lme, look1'Dg.' ,rig, ht, beyon9' 

-10-/\ '. the world; :f:gp- peoQle..;ma~e pe~nc:omfortable, I sh~ doesn,ot 
,w-t ' :; .l?.e~-Wre ,t c 'It e' it i"ta ",hem" ReI! Z Mba die -tru~ t them.;· nor can s 113' 

~
elieve easily that they carn~ as qlean .. t., vrilii8 and ,{Q~ 

L (!Ql; , 3' 1 ag- '"a'8 'She '·hezsWl"JP!!lI lsf~ \, <-At thef fao t'ory she goes to 
~ the canteen as little as possible, while the other o:rrice • 
~~: h.i cr, I workeraJ go: la'own, ~i·h srErat' par·t/le's aiuic..c:,vaC'GDa<teeeeaeaci.e8c~ 

icgeaCaca every afternoo~. .. e 
';"_'<,t;J • -' '...~ }l iV'fi.!en ." '" ',' ., r' r£ 1'" 

'.r 
',' 

'\ ., 
~ ,.J - \.. ..., ~ 

, T 

J • 

. ,J 

he, "2B:'nnot -be'l "e.Je they; w11l',J 
n<;>tr t_r.~s t~ t, 1r s~i~e~,. for 
nd"'so when t, y ask' her"'to' '6, 

eE;3,t, a ,young .. m~ she would 
to h~r' d~~k, ~s if to 

~~an~~~~~~~~~~~--.-

- ~-.~ 

I 
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~~;y steal, play t~uant and go ablut in bare feet. Only in 
Maur1zio 1s there a little city-d licacy, yet his father was 
a peasant; perhaps in him Ma,rcel\oa's spir.it was a~l_owed Baw 

• 
t nor Stefanella were ~t lunch ~sterday; 

two most nerve-wracking, elements were 
dJ·?}fS :S1jI~ange that, while one eaft: like 

,~~~Ifltr-;--:1r'EH::,eFa:.-:;'j~;-:-cmer.r, -'e:e1.-s:r:b:1""S • r.~: s: eng, e ~'e veri 

, . ' ,., ',,' 'I' ',,.,. 's' ") ~i~r ',,'It lhas1-'occ:urred !to me, v.e:i:u.I-' often that he 1s shy of 
people an~ IRjl;~e~~"~:r~·p~ic:~~l haIj,~h~-6lff'ort" ,.tq;;.get racr.oss to 

,0 ;- '"' r.t'hem; r,;'" ~lway's the I first to go up to bed, in the afternoon, 
.in ' .... , t a~, aaple",; peI!_haps fJ:cn9wlng;.-:in~his'.~mysterlous 

,<, .. -:"~:{hd \'s'tupid':'seemiog "way' now much petter they can talk a uElva ta 
and. _s¥l~~~' }Y.~e~ ~e, ,.~s ~wB:y. .• , ~,:A,s. fop, Stetfane);l~-,~ She aesaaeac 
aVQuavatasts@"aPJ8va1ravava'tJa1Ja.v .. teede ~o. takes c.ommand of~he 
PH~.C ~J~~~;L ~t~ing.~;,~~, tab,~e ,; .. s~c,kit'!S';'.C~~.1.0':~~£ ,kneeS 'when he 

("I'~ 'won't' si:t~ pr'operly in "his ctla'ir., ahouting 4 acroas at Maurizl0 
. ~n, q.er,,.!?qug~~ "hp'~~'E!~.1~~1' a,_ v~~clel.~to: ea,.t;-.decent'l:y_~'and:.:\.not to 
. sR"atc~h'pr~ad ~- calling out to Elsa to bring the next course,-.. 
~,~,.IC't;a~<\~, ,+r~.ma~~iI?-~·lpnJ::.t~he~, ~B:8 tre,) 9f~1 "·~his "a~nd': t11at ,:'1 ~r.;· Eiy~s-W\ ~ 
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love 1 and no. Olj8fl:99 tg een.Bel.C aere:elf, for~/~he house ha~ """~ 

t~7A.:v IiQ, e~lQODJ .anythlgg SQstalfig to give{ ThflJl ay was sad 'and 
nervous, full of rain and low, :sr.;JJi1!!1 thick loud~,. hu.::mflhg 

) "'- e;KeI-i.y-Lhing, ai'l:6 taie wes ;;t;"he evening, :whcn .she~ G~uspeppina .. 
.. and I we-~e s1 tting ~ b;;' the radio, round a small table 

where we sometimes take coffee.after lunch, with a candle 
alight in the centre beCS'U'S9 the electricity kept failing. 

vt'"' .J.~·T.Q..e 'houss wa·s ·e.xtrap~d.i-navAIY'.l~s.iltent,~an.d,.i~~'~? of us 
t .4';.1- • were'Tn- th~t-' ~'if-sleep- which is so marvellous- in the 

~r r.' 1 S .. ) ~ ( ey e.n1,,08, .-w-he,n 1 t,a=!=:~"i s ·,~Ci';1i~e.:e:, / whe~p,al:l.; j:lhsLJ'b ~(ly ,;LP,., st:LJ.l. , 
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_ The family, all excepting the Count, is silent and 
resentful towards Marcella all the ~1me Franco is in the 
hous e. \losaaeaeacamseabac,kcam'aeaca(tlaeaea<1agaoti'CaCSajlcaa:ma. 
atmv&Davauakava178va:rEkiviiaavis-6vs'vsvamal1avUMt9'a't1avmvsa-all4.ugv 
811rawstaus3r9tVa1za61aVa When we came back from, our marvellous 
day at the palace of Gt- , they were all at table and none 
of them spoke when we rus hed into' the house from the car, 
~ut si mply sta;raed I~~ ,th.e11i'.pl~~~es ~s f rt_~~y/~,d ('~ just 
Deen Italking ba,dlY L about, ~us, as' f ~w ' we'r-"ei abou't to be 
convicted ·of something; round ·th' t ble ,there-'V'!ere Stefanella, 
Sassa" Giuseppina, Fiora, MilIa" a riZ'io", 'a-nd the moment we 
all ,came into~ the -room they 100' ed ike', co'nspirators, 

.. wa',t'chful r a-nd) secret,': their- eye ',t.tur ed-!·{aw'ay. We had been out 
all da.y" and Giusepplna, must ve een c'omplaining to them 
ltha·t"! her.: son was neefG-e'ct'i'ng' er',' .f' r. the trip its'elf was 
innocent an,~ -~lso ~roII\, the+: poqi ~ ,of ,~l~Yl. respeq table J 

LSline'e',the 00un:t was alls'o' waith' us l
, ' 1, 4 ' 

\-.J .. ,. ,_J .: 

_""\ I 
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.. . (~. • J...- -..<""'\3'Y\. 
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'ME VI LLA t , 

VJhen I arrived today I notioed that the housewQS cleaner 

than I knew it ~a$t year.. ThiS is due to the new man a arv ant 

called. Renato whom I saw serving at t~:l.e~--lt surprised me-.... -

when I oame into the room. from the garden.. He was' dres!ed in 

a white and blue striped jaoket., like the silent manservant ot 

a palazz~ that has survived the war.. Be was the first person 

I saw Vihen I got to the top of' th$steps,. Ther~ is never' muoh 

light over the d1~1ns table f B..tld he W8satanding Just at ita ~dga, 

small;' Wi th a rather prim mouth and o~sadli1g ~:tes. 

A great Qry went up, fran the table, trom Luciana, ~rom. 

Arturo, v~ttorla. Angelina. Maddalena, S11V11l, Nlna and Michel.e, 

and I forgot the manservant at once., The little boy Dino is nOw 

eight, and heh1d his head in his motherts lap when I came tn •. 

then ran hBltway up the sta 1 rs· in the dim light. and crouched there. 

watoh1ng me 1fb.ile I $l1Swered all their qu~s't1ons at table., I 

renember ,him last ye~ as being more cruel than shy. but noVl the 
Wlth it 

shyness seems to have gt'<.I'fn,Snd ~~ a sort ot grao1ousnsS$~, 

That is like all of tht)m. 'Oriental b&rbt=l r1ans", I heard someone 

oell them once", but soneWhere eaohot them; ewn thernarcilese Arturo 

h1mselt it ,whom mQst people tlndstupld and slCll1, has this 81ft ot 

gr~ce: there 1s nothing benevolent about it :,' but it seems civilised ... ! 

fer a moment. like e. sudden acknowledgement Of civilisation b~o~ 

war bre8ks out. Itve often looked at their hands.. 1hey ~~e\, thick 

" and extrBord1n,ar11y heavy, very wide at the base" like butQhers"'\ 
"0 ... 

.. ' 

hands-~or Roman aristocrats·t .• \: \ 

Only LUciana, the ~ohesets wite. fs ditter~nt. and she··s \, 

the power at the fam1ly.. Everything starts from ~rl she can. br~ng 

light or darkness t,o themes she wishes. When she goes away /the . " 
f 
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family relap$$s into lto. r$eJ. 1.1g1tneo8~ Th~y mope about the 

house unes$11y", thete 1s' 8 sense of we!. ting torsometh1ns. th~ 

servf.)nts ar~ hostile end· rebe1l1olW. th\';lre, are' qua~relS all the 
~~ .. 

t1me·, and l think only' the certainty of Luc1anQ:ts return keepS 

them, together 'atall~. Under her '0001 eye" ·as she sits at· the end 

Of the table)~, they look like violentoh114ren Who are allowed, 

their say bl.J:t n'o more., LUci'anS h~s lQvely handS,i~ and strangers 

atealwEl1S- aSk~ng !low-she could hav:e married the.marches~, and. 

m'o1'(3' than ~hat·. how sheoould have born'~' itlVing W1'th him ·all this 

time., Usually she ~ay.s q~'tet:radklv tha.t' he diSgusts her", ,and , 

that ,sleeping With ·him·. whiCh he.ppensrarely. lea. nocessary 

penance, tor her. the sp~r~t g~s out .Qt Min whensh'e leaves,. 

And hE)' ·se~ms t.r~&h~ened w~en she suggests a h.oliday torherself~ 

Just two days,. thl'ee darb... I·n thl,s he l's llke' hlS two' daughters. 

Angel;lna and Maddalena. who share hiS gr'eat llan4$ and. nervou~., 

strained watChfulness. ani llke him never ,S'G$m tto have a mOment's 
inner peso a, ._ 
kalU~ and have no· senseot art Eit &11,· like people. re3ecteci 

by GOa.· wonder1ngat all the mysteryout,s1a.e ·th~ ~nd. why they 

a:ren'tt part or it t and ·of'te;n ,hating 1t.~ All three turn. to 

LUdl~l'ia tor their peace~: They only tlnd it in ·h.er, and this 1& 

why." when she ·goes awaY'. eV~il;tor 8. day .. ~eY' seem panicJ.$tr1cken:,:. 

as if t.he1r te~llngs will run attay wi th them B,nd they have no 

torm,~ noth1ng to fall baok on but hard. br1t.tle thoughts"1 about ; ~ 

the dirty st.~te·ot the, k1to.hen, or the time of th~, next \ tral1':\ 1il 

trom'Rome. ,or the tact that th$ badS ,he.ve~tt. been~.nede)li The~ 
\ ' 

look malevolent .brokeh~. ~:re3e¢ted; and you can !,tsddrs$s a Wol\d 
\ 

to them.. Th$Y t~ broodingnt.oo ,dee.ply. \\ 
~ \ 

Luc lana. WOl'k.Ei bAtt'4e1' than· any or them end bett:N,J el1 the ' '\ . ~ 
wOOl'1.es of the househol4, and app+les her mind nearly ~~~y .h;qur .-..~\. 

of the waking day to' keeping them ell out ot debt. She wou~d 



'so "c·learlybene~1t f1'01lla 'lj.ol_de.y,., But 1t seemS theyo~t'b 

~reather with phe metcy they . would give to other people!, :they . , 

need her ao badly.' Espec1~liy Madd~lena sulkS' . When she goes 
I remem.ber l'aet year t, ". . .' , 

away: f; ~_::d:ta:ax~ whet;l Luciana we:nt away to Naples 
I 

tor a couple .or thr~e: days., She WOU1~i't sa,l' goOd-morning tc? '8n.y 

of us; . and L~c1ana had her mut~,t 'resen~~leyeswa1~lng tor her 
" ' - I • 

"\.. J • 

~enshe- got back. . .' . . 

Maddalena is <'filled.' the·tAAles~ by the t~mtiy .. , lSeoause ~~e 

'is tall:· and thin and has neyer had a man., Th1al$ why,. they' all 
I 1 

saYf~Phe 1s never g~r! at,t~ ~ certain ag~ 1l~r81ri$ areil~ve, gay. 
. . - .., '.. . , 

Ber.' S~¢tter' Angellnais much. ,l4'sttl&r •. with blQlld h$.~ and a 'neat, 
. '. young mn ottGn. .' . ' 

11ttletace, ;~~_ tall _ tn ;lOVQ tl11th h~r. GO ~e,r 

compnar 1£4 les~ 'sOl$ln ~d 'peSsimlstio than 1Aaddalena ~$.. and She 

.u~4erst8nd.S he~ mother be.t~$l' ~ndi~ .. ~.s jealous at her eI1.30yment.· 
. . 

Meidda~e.na ,is, twent1-n~~) .and Angelina one .Or two yea~s y~~e~,t 

yet ,ne1~herot them g,~$ ou~ w1th'young.men al~e'r Madd61enaha~ 

.8 long" ~elancholy .t8c.e, ,not at all pretty., y~ther·. body 1:J.6s 0001, 

gentl~, ~lnes" and tbt)rei~, $n$legaTloe aboU.the~ wbi~lishe coulu 
. . 

turn to beauty 1t,~ ~heap1~1~ iiadp.:tt"be,en beat~n out of her., ~ere 
. . 

is an unfathQtt.abie dark ~8thy about :h$r 11ke thesl;Lence,of the 
- ,.. . , • I 

akY'~t '. . ~ 

ehl1d $~d nothingcOllld convinoe her that ,She ~sn "t ugly' ·t:fnd . 

unw~~ed; - Sh~ seems to, try tc? oance~ ,herselt. outf,say1~.noth1ng 
, ' . 

and sllppi~ up to 'bed early., and She is bitterly ,aVlQre of 
.... ' ~ •. .-

Ange11na 'e, pt$t~'lness,. a 1,1ght Which 'dims her e'fe~ more 1 sending 
• -t. 'r . 

her deeper at 1.11 into ~~~elt. thOUg}). she' doe$n·~ reallrrese~~ 

1t. A:~~t perhaps tro~ LuO"'~na she 1s the; on).y perS(D of quail',· 

among thElIA. She holds her own counsel., She .,teeis ,bAte llke ,the 
'~ 

others, ana: ~the same need. ~o be erue~i but .at'th~ ~ sa. 11~~ there 
1$ this brooding qUletbln her:., 8 resignation. 'th~t"slve~ her,! 8 



~. 

oertain ~elio8cr.·, a sour Wl~clom.. 

The M.tJre4 In the' houce ~ bftte~i. sne¢r1ng and murder~dnl8.': 

so ·strong Md sure end deep a ~e(fessfty 1n them the:~ not~~_ng human 

COuld abate it.. ,'I,tV$ SG~ Signora Flavia j . the grand.mother, a 
. f • 

small~j ~!1t woman in' blac~ ... ·dUst~ •. thr~~barecl·othesdovm. to her 

teet. Sitting 11'1- the k11teh~'n S(lreaminS with r.age. her mouth, irte. 

kind ·Of grm, -wi th -tears poUring t down' ha~ taOG" stamping· her teet 

up ·and down on the' stonetloOr' ~s ahe5.ihouted" t'I~m a clluntass', 

, a co~nteaS'J' A lot of th~ hate and. petty p_erseO~ll~t1on 1n~h.a: 

house Qom.e~ frC?!Jl her.;' andsh~' t~le$ t() 1ntluence hel' Son' ag&.~t 
. .. . 

o~h~_ 'peop~, esp$cially th~se ~Whom L~clana' likes aud ofte:rs 

hosp1~al~ty to. Th1S"ls ,.sighora F~v1ats rev~nge on her d$ught.er·. 
I . 

tn·i.Qwy, whom she: feels' htis been a ba'd wife. The ,-schese otil.y 

11$te~ to half what sheS~Nil~.i·but he.has been, hur~ ~noW&h 'by-his· 

'Ylfe in. the la.$t twen1it t~,~e. not ,t¢ h~~ that Yo10~ ·as a balm. 

some ~ople $ay b.a·s·,t~:Q, denG~ to have suffered., ·but th1.s isn't· 

ttUG j. -It malt·oS him. ~ore vu lnertlb 1 e , :It anyttiiJ;lg,.' 

ta~t· year I remamb~' that sigora Flavia otten attack~ 

M1chele"j the tourteen .. ye~.Ci1d son Who shares 'L\lOla~a'e' gra~e 

end ease .• , and even,hor peao~.: He is t;lllid. quite taU for, his 

. agG· •. handsOme in a roUgh war.' and his handS ar~n'~ t)l,ose of ,a 

buto,;~r, are Roman o.rl~toorat'·sto't that rnat'teri? I notlce~ . 
, ' 

v~y so~n 8.fte~ I saw h1~ tor the f'1:rstt1me h~ little of .his 

ftlth~r h(:l:seemed to ha'l~ 1nh1mi howrebel11ous h~'wast: how' 

quiCk ·to und.~r$,tand; unlil,s ~~h~ 'others; ,and aJ.$O there 'was a:\ 

tendernes·s. in hitn whiCh was quite absent in the other$.~. Hets 
\ "- -,.. , . 

, , , . 
de11berat&lyrutteto th~m" 'sspE)'01allyto blstat~er., and he 1~\'~" 

.. ' ..~. ~ 

always -$noutll1g .• ·t~1ns to Qa~se money or cigarettee. eat1!lg gX'~'$~ 

QhUnkS ct bread ·a~d ~maladeor tomatOEls C ~~el'ed w. __ ~b. Oil, 

and wh~n he walkS it is ~1 tha oomio tosu~sh iilouOh, ~$U,nlly 

W1.th his shirt .hanging out ct. his trousers.. S$gnol'a Flavia 

1 
I, 

\ 

\ 
\ 

\ 

\ 
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oompla1ned that he was dirty at table.~d that his manner$ wer~ 

nothir:tg 00mp8:re4 with tho'seot his little 1>!o'f;her D1.no:j w416h . 

was untrue ~ I~ Dino'cried.· Michele was Etl ~tlYS blamed.·,r and' tho 
I .' 

Whole, .taml1y wi th 'the eX90ption of Luclan~ and -Angelina would . 

bear .;.down on him j oal:l1~gY~lm vil!t.a:f~nand w~tch~ ... 'X not~ced that 

rJIaddalan8of~n ·leotured him in her sourly delicate V1tJ.y,: as it . . 
tor .the pleasure of ex~~e1S1ng ~ bit df' powe~ .o"~r. somebod,~ 

But the le~cter of the per.seouti'on ...... e. quite klnltly pEirsecut1on~· 
, . ien tt 

was' signora Fla~1a •. ~he raason being that Michele ~, the 

marohes~ts so,n, but the 1l1~s1t1ll'latG oh11d of 'one of Luc1(ana fS 

l<;>,e. ·~tte1r~~~w~t~ El ~asant .1iVing :n·~ar·~ bU. Both' LuC'1ana 

an.d, ·M1g~l1na try ~opro'teo.t him.. and .tor thts ret;lson he·.~ lc:rv'~s:them 

both w~th a qu1e~j fier.ce ·~a$~i·'cn. PGc>ple say that th~-'peasEmt 

w~ted to havo his child bu~· the· ma:r<'.h,ess· InsIsted on; keeping h,l.rn, 
r 

8ft~r: endle$S argume·nts .#1 whiOh ~e p~astint ·ru.d;ely 'bange'd ~he 

table~ end thr'etatene'd ~101ene$... . 

. The .m.arfche~e hS$ ne.v.er been known to 181 'e. ·tlni;,r' t)n .. M1che~e,~ 

and la· a.1ther he.td blind 'to- hUnil11Bt·lon or he conceals' it marv·eU .. · 
'. . , ". .. -' . \ 

oUill,... J:te waits ~or th1l1gs. ;to .pSS$Qr6'r, lVi thl).n~:t1ilt~f pt'a~t·!s, 

and ~lw8ys tries to keep out of quarre~··. But. 'when;'; I I ~at /t()' lpeopl"~· 
'. 1 \ 

thQt I there m1 be an unusu.al ~1sdom in th~.j they~.say;'NO~j: ~'~~~\~,~'\ 

~U$1i laziness and mOi'alineptitud~ht, Al.i I. kn.Ow .lEI' that .viht~.~ 
set indig·nant at table because- ·of· s~body's' ~den'ess' he'~s "t~~':\one 

A .~~".e .rv\~~. .'., \ '; " 

110 !$ke the f1l'$t sopth1ng. taottul rellflrk~,~:::'h(njgh' lec~ry\ 

th(IUghts !s~~m to be in his head most or t~e. ~' ~1'.ld although\ h~\ . 
~, . \ ll~ 

hoard£! phOtl)graphB ot baau;t1fU.l women 8!ld Pi:>l'l;ls Ov~.th~ tor ,h~tlr"'\ 

$lon~ . in. his be~o~, sometlme~ proJeet~ns thQln. on t'o, thew~ll :~': . ' .)\\ 

s11delilj he .1s hor~1tled .b,. ·dirt,. st01'1EJ$~t. tabl.e and. bY any la\l8'!n~·'~\.., 
about the body"" He 11ke~ to talta 1~ wi t.ll deadly .se~·1~ness~ i\ "'-'~~ 

. When V1t~01'", h:t,s sister, get~ a litt.le ch.-unk attel'dinne~ and \ 
~~. 



takes her l)rea~t out' ot' her' drees ,to showu$ what e young end 

tenderbbdy she $till he-s,: he 1Jttrns his head. awa'y abruptly and. 

wO'n t'1# jo1n. ill the laughtel:.~ 

When a really pretty yoUr~ WO!nJ3n oome$to the house he. !nv1te$ 
. . .. 1 • 

her to lOOlt at his photographS. whicht1sople Gay renUy are superb 

(he wontt ahowthem to men~ .... ex¢~pt to th~ i·oo·(tlmonks who invite 

him ()ver 'to ·:dinne:r nO?' and'thf>li to tef$. the. neVi ones). and wliiqh' 

include $ome of the lovel.iest Snd most a~1stoorat1owoman in the 
.. ' ! . 

01 ty ~f f~nd he Dtiy" the.ne.sk· her to :pose h$t-Se.1.fi which~ter ;)he 

has heard.: the ne.me~ ,of ~, some of the· other Vlomen ¢om6atls"M ' 

hon()'{.1.r. . If she agree$ he ,takes a long time tUing the focus Of 

tho c,areri;l. ·whtle he, i$ actu.ally peering at her 'bos~m. At 

tab le ~e fl·lrts wi th them:,,·s-1ts.) ther4 down he~t· to ~mi: :pats their 

erms J' touches t~e1rM ir. Ijghtl:r .• · puts h:i.s }J.~nd onthe~rshoUldel'$. 

Usually they s,l1fter this in s:tlen()~ i 'tor ~'t~r ell he's the llet;id 

ot the .b.ouse.J an(lion their· seoo~ 't1S~ t they keep . sway 'from. his 

end ot -the ·table. undC¢' Lu<:iana ts pr.oteQt~on!j w,hiqh g~at~t~~s her~ 
. ~ 

He askS· tJl~m to QOne .to:,: a r$'de on hiD motor~scoC)~$t' and .. ~ they j 

agree ~:e.t!lke$ them to e 'long deep--green field' a te,~ktiOrnet'etes· 

south ;an,d. tries tt;J 'mal(e lov.(p· ~() them~, almost.' atw~y~, Wlau¢·oe·tH:~~~Y., 
\, I . 

He is bald ~nd has whlt~.)i staring eyes end '$'" rath.ei-. loose (~bu\~h.f 
. I, 

and -he .vJtilks with h1.$ 'baCk, very $t!"aight, ':$6 he -:use,d. to' inJt~~J' 
"\ 

military' processions wI:1en hewes mthe k~ngt~. Ei$cort';". :di':\0"1F 
. "," \ 

the: hous'e there are photograpbS f at him 1nof.~le~'J·s ~~= ~l1'\~rm •. 

Most women s~em frightened of him. although,p$l'uepe he".~ the ,~~~tt 
fX'1ghte·n1~· m~berot the family,· L~cian~ told .. me that, f.When.' ·h~. i:\:.' .. 

. \ /', . 
was,young he \Vas brutal with .her in lovej ,and that his' f'1~st $C1~~' \~. 

:t. \. 
disgusted her.· I wO'nder': it tb.1:s is t~Utl. Nev.;~ trust, m,iat a· \ ~\ 

\" ' ,J 

WOmElnLsays about her huSband if she d.o~$n ft l·ove h~~~he tl1.en . - '" . ';.-" . . 

bet10nIe:B the: ~J.)ersonlticat1:on Of all he:r did!1'PPOirtttOOnt~,., 

H(! 'likest;o keep on .. the .::tt1ght s~e Of o~urch dogmA' even 

"\ '~, " \'(, 

\ 

\ 

\ 
\. 



I 

,~ven in his. _echerle$ t' and a: 'v.E? h~er4 hlm. explalnto .E\young 

woman -thatit~ WoUld r~)1t: ,fln~ good of;h~r tcr let him make, lov.~ to 

her: s1.n~e·. havi.ng been-in :tJ;1e k1n€ris~a()o~t:. whenthe~~ was $. k.,1'lg, 
\ 

hetd ~een b1'ought oloss to the Vatican, snit· to ,1nfluept1al.. ~onsAsft .... 

~olj~t ,so that in a waY'oo,n~c t ~~ th him would b~1ns themnear~r tp 

GOd. or at least get tham 1:1 plene.r:Y;lndtilg~nO!'. -flU.: Last year t 

heard him; tell a pretty girl. hardly ~t 'of SOhool., ~1)n~ng his· 

r1ng~rs lightly down iter throat~, thatsheshouldnft I be otf~nded 

,it he" kis$ed beoause G.od,. having made he:r a wO~~~" t,ntende~ h~r8s 
• I 

en objeot ct love for men. \1b'ich put J3.nobl1gat1onon men not to 

behave,. ':too formally and stittlr with women,jespec1Blly it thE)Y 
j 

happened tpi be. beautiful (ias you,. 'myde9%', 4re t,) ji an,d~ thEit it 

was bet~er to :rlsk ot.tenc~l ($e1z~ng the glri't$ head ~f1 p.lanting. 

,6 k1~,S' ,first on 'h~r forehead ,and. ;then on he~ l1pS) than tail to 
, ' I , 

enhance $ weman's, beauty whe~evel' it, was ,pO$s1hlsf! 

The tamtly laughs ,at th1's and 'navertr1ee, ~o pr9tect the 

Only is she ---
flitted wC)':!ld *h~ f.&rnily lQ'ok. UP,Sp(H~c.h1esSl~. watohing ~he1r 

,beloved leaVt1 th~el11 ega1n,! and the foothold of t'~e1r world slip 

pe~ple could ~ver :h$ve 1~sue4' from. heraho.sald, :'I~"s ~ec~e , 

the'y ,were oonoe1eved wi ~h()Ut lov~ ,'. . o~~ !;1lob.el~" W~$ con~_etV,e4 
'\ 

Ul love" hcmevei" momentarY. And .he has her S8mep()ac~et: ,8s1 ~a1'. 
, I 

the ~a,Illf;! slight dreaming, beyondne$$ '. I l1oti<'ed h1m th1$ motn~ns 
. , ~ 

sit'tine; in a~, armhair by ,th~ h:e~th doing his SChoolwor~'J arl~I' 
,i. , '. \. 

tor 8:, time the' house was in utter. sll.&noe., Be .was looking ou.t \ 
, ' . . . ;' . \ ' 

01' the t:e~nch wlndowtJ,. lost, and the rooD:! se'emed to resJt in 1f,~<>\~ 
, \ 

silence. sure,l\nd ElflSY'W end I thought hoVl ",one or the Othel's ootka. \ 
I) \" \ 

,$V,et bav$ aChieved' that-. They walk about quickly and 8wkWardly~., ... ..\-~ 
, , " , 

. ~ " I 

making their ..-tn. Short~~ quick. ehar~ remarks' in ugly,v0100.$ ... , 

I'Ve 'se~n,. a ,look of. tend.~rness ~ Angelina '$ taQe OIl:ly onoe. 



lallt ye~,i' w~n tbere Were e' nUinber of' people in to tea, and one 

of them. a smi11.ng. aun·t~1~k9,j ¢onstalj:tly nodding 'and surprised 

. woman" was talking to hel'olo$ely; ·end Anga,11na tetol1ed.~ut ,6 
• 1 • 

tiny ,.shining oompeo·t· rCidioShe,td boUght Some ~ months ~etore, 

to" ShOw .. her. vl1 t~ its golden '~er1al'and a green lea:the'l' ?as~ no 

bi~ger ,than a, wo~nts hancibag'~ she plUggadit 'ln, pulled ou.t- th9 

aeriai -and 'began turning the dials and pressing spr1ng~bu.ttons. 

And all· ,the time she pltiyad with her shining 11ttle box and the 
t • 

other-woman olqpped he~ blJ.nCls· together and utt~~ed.aunt .. l$ke aries. 

°ther'e. was a. tender:, -bemu.sed.sh:Y,look: oh,her :~a¢o as 1f'~bis was 
. . ... - .. . 

all her o~n handiwork; sQrnCithing to 0.0 ?11th h,erpersonally.--V/liib 

her 'prettines~ ,a~d he 81 th even. 'I don't think' t 've eve~ seen her 

faoe ~o ~Yi' l~ke that of" $' ohild being praised before toe)' many­

l'el~ti vee i Usually her- fa.oe is strained about the eyers, hard,.: -. 
seeming to dwell on h6r~d subJects" like how mUOh tea 'there is lett 

in the~ann1eteratter I,tva bSen at it:. whe'thar tho dogs outSide 

b.e.ve~ bean' fe,d .. ,' whether She has time to So to the I local town for 

another eleotrio plug. 'whether the :tserval1,ts'havu been stealing.) 

perhaps this is ~1 th,e young mall are seldom in lqve wl ~hher tor 
long-.-. I heard one Of ',them sal ind1gnan~lYt making thai -rest of' 

! 

us :tIoal' wi th laUgb;ter J' th~t she ooulcln·;t br1,ns torth a ch11d"but . , \ 

whi~e. maggotsl Vihen WG 'had a visitor last yeer ,ahe said ihe (~as 
, \\ 

d11"ty in' his hab1 ts ana that he used ,to pleb out ot his' windOw , \ 
'(whiCh would have be.Qn aasy,' as t,lle- Sill was only' a toot or'~'o\ 

. " . , " \ " 

'. "". " \'\ 

nbOv~' the ground). and that the Siamese cat used to 0100,11 Whenever 
I \ \ 

it had'been 1nh1sroom tor loiig (impl~ng he w~~ soxu.el.ly psr~, '\ 
.1.. l' t \ ' a 

verted)'-; to wh1.ch he said tha~b she hed e. mil'l.d as big as hiS thtinl~ 
nail,., . 

But she has a c;uriosity about peopl~ whioh! iike .. · She 

w'!1tChes. them inq.u1si t1veiy, rather like a chilqj" \vant[f to, knOTl 

about them, is ~rely ehv1ous.~ perhaps that was taught 'her by I 

\. 
\ 

\ 



9. 
Luciana.· ~or it iSn't true at the marchese. iSh$ 1saso content • tIj . . 

-to \1at4h other paQpla th't\t t4110Qurlsharaelf up in a Cho.i~ some~· 

t1m(ts .:an<lsee!ll6 to cano$l herself . Ctdt. a$ it sOtu,eon~ had breatnd 

:tn h~r ear'tha·t $Sfc1 better giv.e uptrr1ns to entar .11te ........ $ho. t g; 

ne~¢r j.-'eal1:t have, children, 'tal(e tra~rt9. alon~J pay her own bills l• 

And thi.s¢. hild 1ohn~Ss went with a .much rna;-e PI't:Hltiqal. natu~o than 

-" 

~ 1at LUciana and I ott.en talked about ~he 'family last year, 

j\ist~as if it wasn't har$: . how rud.e· t~ey·dbe$n ~o th~'t11sito;wi 

talklng about hifn.~n whts:pe~Sj oalling him wrateh, :til.thy beast.) 

pervert;- parasite; ar;td how when he dame to meals thby made ·him 

feel unwanted and more or less .threw food at him.~' Vv'hen I$sked 

'her once if ; they had D1uoh $9.t."'1seOf other people"s feelings she· 
They only teellt it theytre hurt.i' 

:Said" 'l:So. none whatsOflVer,.· fiUI:Pli~t4~ .• ·Z%ezh~~cm.o· 

Ana she added. th'£\t, perhaps 1~t was ;best to ba like that:" ~ti,\:re 

only of oneself .• yet :rell'1ng Qn other pe,ople's mercy. I said. 

no, there ·was ,Jlothing lucky abQttt ths~ beeaus~ they:must be 

unhappy people.· b(;)lns l~neapable Qf' l.OVe. I 'remember ~he' Shrusl~~d 

and J1IUl;'mured:, 'Unhappy' no •. but ne1th~r very bappy nor.'t1a:ry $fia.j 

just ,'on. one .lavel of ordina:r~ess allth~ ·t~fj.·~ Than she added 
" ' 

as She went away lnto ,the klt(}hen, and this surpX'1sed me,,'f'pe.ople 
'. 

~ay as well be dead. CU] live like that.' 
, . 

I've ott~n seen Angelina $tarlfig at the 1'100x'. bent forward '. \ I" 

a little, smoking an Atn.a~1o·~no1saretta. tler yellow blee(!h~~' h~~ 
\ ' 

falling donn her qheelc$ (in a tash10n that went out year$ agb). 

a te ttib~ darkness ·seaming to surround hor,.i~ Thera is f3~met~ig 

unbearably sad about the sil$nce. or thess"tvJo a:tst~rs;~. Whey 
•• 1 \ 

seeLl. to .be regretting someth1ng---ao~th1rig whlc'h perhaps ttley·t'V'e "\" 

never known b~t which they teal in th~ir. mothel"~j~ 1n e t.ew dumb \: " 
I 

intimations., not told thel1lJ.n word~.#:, 

In thQ rnarchese there is "n.o F.uad.~as$ •. justv~s ther~ is little 



/0 
humour.. He h8s n·g idees, even th, rel1g1ous ones he profees$$,. 

His God was &hablt he p1oked. up over· the years. as he piCked up 

~he habit at flirtation. I've neYer seen anything even moment.r­

~lY re~leotlvain h1s face, no dream, _10h 1s why his company 
\ . I 

tendS to be suttooattns. Inotloe that 8 tew seCondS atter he 
. table . . , 

has lett UUG!U1U to go to bed 11181 tors s1t better lnthe1t chairS 
I • 

Elnd em1lefor the first, time.. . lie Uves in'~ strange. b9.].'6l tt'i~nd-b 

lees world, thE? laCker ot his own dark thoughts. Last year I 
. I 

remember Luoiana leaning ove~ ~owardS me and ~ay1nga~ h~ openede 
, I 

·the ~oor into the room, 'When he comes in S:t's like death pesetas 
'. I 

I ! 

O'fer ·the table.. ~ouoan see everyone go St,ltl and a .b1 t. atraid .... ·' 

" ,1' said noth1l1gand looked ~waY. 
t 

EVery afternoon when he comes in tor lunoh he 08,110 his 
. \ r' ,,' . ' 
Yo~e .. son over to him and asks What h~ ha~ been up to; ht;) pa.te 

.. ';,. " . .. 

his head and. kissee him., looks theatrioally surprised When he 1S 
~ .,1/ 

auppcsed to,- thEJ whites of h¥, eyes tUlow1ng .and' his mouth drawn 
: , 

down 1 and sometime's he pulls him on ,to hiS knee. and ,tells hi!!l a 
~\. ~. 

at·ory with grand Sa stureS:f blso hin 11ttedup. speak.ing ~he torlcallr. 

rolling out his 1··S" d~pictlng g,reat men" so ~hat the child stares 
'j . I . ., 

• " t 

into hie eyes and deresnot nake a movement tor teer of breaking 
.' . oomes ~ , . 

the legen4. .• ' When ,lUCllele .... in late the marohese always bubbles 
. ,," 

over wl~h questions, ~antlnS to know exaotl,. where and what why:., 
, 

poring. over h1e answerswitb rapt, d~k, 'tender ()urloS1tJ'~. I 

I' remember ~ feast.dey 1aet year in the village. down by the fountain. 
, . 

1 ~ , , 

Where there a~e a tew hOUses .• , a wooden "~UEige-ha11 &.n,d a petrol ' 
, ! 

p~p; a~r.mld oolleoted there ~ter lunoh'tor g8Jl1es a~d oanpettt • 
. ~ i . ' 

ione. Miohele w8$ wearing his ~lrst sult, borrowed trom a rlC>h 

young man., ei t'ts-ned ot Angelina"s. who happened to be abnormall7 

811811. The suit' fitted perfectly and made' h1ln look debonair" 
. , 

but his white shirt was trayadat the Collar and wes too '1g~t 

round the neok. SO he took oft the tie .• then, .since it ~as hot" 



. t f 

the j't1dlte". He came ~ck 8tt~r. dark., when the ·fIreworkS w,re 
,-

,over. tmd droppGd s tralght into' a· oh~lr 'while t,hemarches8. began 

ask1ns him the usual"qUiet ~$St1()IiS~Shout1nS at him suddenly" 

·{MiOhele"." when he d1dn't~ reply.: Had he l)een danCing? at whose 

h~Ouse? wb.$t girl$, were? thEn-G? ~lcl he. (;)D.Joy it? hed he 'been d*lnk-
.. ',. .. 

Ulg. 'for he iook.e~ GO tired? ,hO\? many gla.as$ ,hed ,he taken? And 

Whonthey boy ~l.d ·him?, , 1:\1'/ large gl.asses" he Shl'ugged and" said" 

-~. \ twelJ.~j that i s ~J.1. a litre, onoUgh tor ElBm.ail boy n()tu~e4 'tQ 11;'~. -~\\ 

\ .. Then ~~ glancedacl'oss a~ w.oiana. with thti vel'Y slightest at ~tidles. 
~ , 

• ., ~ ... t 

,und 'iD.Ur.tnt1red. ti abronzo t ., he ~~ 'drUIik. Mi·olleJ.e C11d1l· 1;. 'deny ~ t., 
\ 

~nly put his head in ~is handS and yawned. . Then'j sudOenly .•. hE; 
:; , 

got up and 'dsehed away to hisb,edroom., where he slept at onoe., 
.t..o. :. .. 

I like .:tho way the marchese, SOrQWs up histaoe when he askS 
~ . .. 

qUe~~1ons j' ~s if piec1ng together a world he lett. long' ago beoause 

of its diseppointmente,,' ,its not ha:ving noble families in Charge. 

And· I noticed that .lVhen the grandmother asked him who had won the 
• • I . ~ 

grEtiasy-pole 'oomp'et'it~on at the;v111age he shrUgged and murmured, 

"Oh,' .. some wret·¢~ ...... '" .the~ . iin1ta ted a peaaant·~a(jo~nt· ~n the ugliest 
• ~~. p 

way possible .. 

'.1' think it must be .trom 111m that. Diu'o, tlle' little boY". gets 
" .... 

h'if) wonderful mature sesture$.~ a~ lit he ~already had. eo pUla'ein the 

'World,. ~'l1he .marche'se has ~aught him pride in ~imS.eit; •. and I 
" ." " , i 

remember how one day" lAstj year 'thG' .cliild I'usb.e'din from' the. 
... f t .. 

k1tchen. ~fter Bettato the' t's'e~vantt had to~d ti:im to ,Qcme~n-e'o lunoh.· 
... '. t 

and ~rled out with tears in his eyes.,tA ~el~y.~t must ne~et~pea}( . ' . . ~ ~ 

to me like thatl f ' 'llle maroheee f6rbids' Luc,1ant.l' to lay a. finger 
.. ' ~'- f-.... 

on .the obildren·. and they tind 1t saar to oonfuse a~d pr~\1bent 
'. '. 'I • • ! . . 1: i" . 

, . ,. ' I., .' 1 T. 

him. i I i'veotten heard' them Shout at h:l.m. and then he, grows ~:very 
. , . , l . 

m114J~ 'trying td oolrilthem dotft1,. a lit'tle ntI:aiclJ; bG.¢au~o. "~l1~$\\1s 
.. 4 '~t t.. ~ I, .• 

the defianoe, h~ has taught' them himself.. ",ThGr h~v'e no te~r, lot 
. , ill \ ", . 

h~. 8n~ when they really get bOyOnd thamS~lvas and'p~have: ltk$ 
\ ' ;' 

, ',I \ 



, 
devilS LUQ1ana takes them into another room and clos-es the door I 

q • 

then .gives them a ,thrasbing wi th a cane,. and promises them another 
, ' , 

one twioe as hard if they teil their tather about it, They fear 
, 

both ,he~ ,··and, Angelina,~ becaUSe tRey get be~titlgs' from both. The 

'poss1bi11tYiof's bea~ing g~ves just that, tough edge to ,life-that· 

: the boys seem to need, andl'~e $t:}'~n D1nQ' put his bare, dirty teet 

on the tablecloth S'o that Luoiana Will giVe him a c\U'f. ,Then" 

after ·.,she has, done it, 'he aom~s tindc\lrls up in' her chair; at her·-
~ 

.' r """..; oil 

back, wi th hiS arms round ',her heck ,: f:Uld often falls asleep like 

that j and stays thereuntil Angelina putS/him 'on her 'shoulders ) 

and carries him. to bed·. The marChes$ is ~a loving outside to them 

all, and ~hey tell. him every sort of lie,' t?bmet1mes in conn'1vance 

wi th Luciana, knowing how Qredulous he is .• 

+ + + 

La"st, night the little boy and I were the only ones at 

tabl~ for dinner.,,· and all the ·time he played the padrone» talking' 

to 'me y/1th greet politeness, asking it I was enjoying the spaghetti, 

calling: out to thaservants in 8
1

loud", commandi:ng vOic'e,f his little . . 

Ohin pushed, forward. and making them come to my side of 'the table, .. 

to ask it I wanted a second helping., , And they obeyed h1Jn., 
I ' 

Towards the end o~ ahe dinner he oalled. out to Nella. Ransto'ls 

wife,' a ·small. really anl.mal~ creature with a mants t'o1ce., and When, 

she came to the table she l~ane'd over him and sald quietly,-. her 
'I. 

te'ethgr1ttedtosether, 'Remember, youf!re riine and a halt,. nine and 

a half" • but neverthele$s she gave him ex~ctly the number· of'. 
, . - . . 

st~'fted tomatoes he asked- tor., With, some ,olive oil andsauce~ He, 

sat s~authoritatively in his .chair., his back: qUite straight. 'his 
. but taking her. 

eyes 'olear and black", never lool<:ing -up at her" _~~%~~ 
'obedience for granted, g1 v1ng his ,orders ,~, " _,... 
ati:xlQem~e~dZ:J;0xbdltt~~siUlZX to the air in tront of 



( j 

• ('~'~ I, !, " won~'.t;j:~o,1~n,,:1rt} .. ,~thGl -:.Laughter; .. },.i. ~)~: .n'-,t!,l:?,l 't~' '.' i (J. '~!::J ' .1 ••. ., ·t:' ~('h, ~; 
r • ., 

, '" c;:- --: 'j.,; Ij;j. ft'h'e,~ret ty< <ytiUl,g , .. ~ omen; Cfo~e . t q , 'tile h(j~Be Jie 4.n~ i toe$' them 

. " .' , f.'eiiMr to. j,;bl)k ;atiM\3:Pho;lioSraphS'J';W~1t;h :~O~Pl!~'·:Ss'Y. ;really are 

I :. 

~. " , ""superb. (~he>woil' t", show··theI1l:~to_ men--,-¢Jtcept, tothEl""l'oc~lr monl~who 

\ 
J 

t- .. .. I~ ~ 
~.. .. ' ... 

lnv.ite, him·-t.o ~dinner, ,nOWI and .then to. ~e,e t~-~t~'nEi~ AOh~~J .• ~, and include 
,. and~arlstoor8tlo . 

some,rot the .mpst<;l~velYI'riorll1i:e' ~1nth~ 'ctty:"o; :eia~'. ~o. pose tor ,8 
, . 'rarely' ,refuse ai'ter they.'~ 

':- pliotdgraplli 't~enlSelves,t: ,wp.l0'h: 'they. tP:8~HU.~~~!':DI* 
heard the namee,· : e • 

,,,,,", .J.mlalIa~. : , .• ~~. of· :'t~a ot~etS~.,t;:. r \ 
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him. Then he came into .tn¥. ,roOm, 'Whioh :lea4s ott the, dln1ns 

room" and told me about the faiD11y"s v1sitto pOnZa". t.he is. land 

that is three-hoUl's. boat-r·1·.d~ trom An;1oi'~' how he ·baa -,seen' a great 

ShiP." ,the Grlst.ofet'o qolO!1lbojJ on lts wBy ~o ~rl~a. and h~w the 
, 

pilot -hadthrottlea the engi;n$ ct· ·l1he boat Os they drew near. to 

the is.land, shore'., end. .,,~ow, sil'J,oothlythel/. 'b.a4 sweJfved tov,ardC the 
. ' . 

land~ bob.,b~ng up&nd QOWfi $1'1ghtl.r,· on a s'ea utterly 'b'~uei' the. 

rooks shOwing a $transe red under th~ w:at~r',sott 8nfsh~Gr'1n$j 

and ~hG' island gr$~n ~nd b.l!'O~{. 'huae8nd hUmped, beto~e tl1om. ' 

He e~ea me" Wheth~r London was,also $1\ :leland in the S$Aj as.he'·a 
.. t" ~. ~ 

heard •. ·ana 3: sald. ~'NOi; but ~t 11$5 s· ~,lve_z~KBx_BttdZl._. 

t Bn:a' boats· along· 'it .:'He wanted to kno.W it the.se ,boats hed ' 

englne:s 'and 1$814.: ·Y$$.,t· H~ nod4tHi and ~~d., staring at 

the o·et11ns. lqst in the silent and hQt Doom., '. Ahi then 'theY're 

m.otorboats .• laUnOheB~ .. mo;.tostca~lj'. se,laluRpe~t. Ahd at'terthat hs 

turned towards the wall end went ·tt,) eleepo like a Ohild 1tJ. a · 

drltt1nEf,.oaX'lessrowbOit on the calnmst ·and darke'st otri"ers.· 

windless· and unp~ppled,~ I leaned. back on my Pl1:Low, mJ· feet up 
and tread 8 little" then . . . 

on the' bed". =raICetlCllhilxtii1;trK; M$4dalena came. in fromwor:K, 

. The t'est at th~tam.11y we.re: ·out·.; . 1tle· .~~ch,a·e. was at tbe· 

. sea with·,t~lendS trom· the, f'ottiqti .~., ~'and \'r~dn't be baok unt11 

the last· ·tta:l.n at :midn1eht,.:, , M1cshele waf!. at the c1n~a, where 

e lUU$l·oal was, shOWlr.igt, and Luciana. had gone w1th' 'the marchese's . .' house) . . r A 4. 

$1 ste~ Vi t ~or'la (Wb.o&lso lives .in /the Ci:l.Ul sndArigel1na, to 
j 

( . . .. .. 
a· house at the ~aok·t b~h1nd the vineyard .• , wllere they we1'eln1tited 

to d!1.fl11e,li and drihks •• ·Wh:i.le I wafJre$c.ling. art~r Dino had been 
, . . ~ 

taken ott to be.d. I heard. laughter and mu.s1>~ doming from ·beyond . 

the Vin:as • and IthdUght hoW this sound no a. ong er' m$de me t.~~·l . 

lonly, and' aban·doned ~s ttused to onCe .• , Therewes a Iti~ell6ue 

silence in the hOUSe:. EJometh:1ng very rare. '1'he lioub$ls capable 



. lCi' 

ot· ~\teryth'~Da .• h.a$. kntWln evet.1~hlns from 1)tutallt, ,to t~$. 
. " . 

1_test lfttatuattGil . .,. 
i ' i. 

The other day LUOl~a O$tne into mY' .~om ·at ounttown •. after , . , . 

:thad. openedm, o!tU:tters. to let 1n the, o'o()l air. S.ntll.,anedout, , , .." . 

or the win.4Ol •. looking eti the peach t~ee •. with the S.arden lylM 
" ,'. _'. ~ '. I 

tn an W;t~u~'i'Jl'flara; stil~$e,$n4 ·$8id,. :'% love my. bouse" you. kri.OW ••• ~' 

xt·,s hUe •. the$$ Silent paue.,1 make on, lOV$ tbe. house .• 
I ~. • .. : ' .... ' : 

. . I .~~~ .. 1811; n.Sgbt; ~nute»lY,. how tb~ pl~,OW, te~~ :$.~a~nst. ! 

tIr1b80k j ~ow .. 1'_4 theboo~ tn mr hand and ,he ,e~e.$ee~4 

the .sltght wili4 thElt went \th~oU8hthe bU$hel lust belOW ~ V4,~dow •. 

br~8lft8 $n ~ts !~ ~slC ant! l(;1._eJr,.,: w".r~ al,lone41leem., 
~ , - .i· 

fh~ !!F!,h~$e···s~,ttlt\l~Q·. towfltde trS ha$ e.h8~e.4 ec::&r.m!~ (c.J-
$1ft~e last 18&l' ,end ,l'tm iJ.UJ'6 thie is 4UG to Luolana·t u subtle ' ? ~.' . - ' J • . 

·even tella meoont'sdeJ1CeS abo"t othe'~ 'people ,scmet!mes:J. oopeotaUv 
~. • ." 1 ' 

Eibou.t 1OU'ns "wome~t wh10h wculdbhGVEfbeen U1poesl~lfj, Ielora.- I 
t 

thlnkhe bel.lev~ last l1GBJ.' ~hot I was meklflg love el~her to hi,S 
~ . 

Wh19b Qt leafjt •• te~alble. 'Ir&:member hOtt he used totollow .. InS' 
i ' ' 

about the hOWJeentJ hOW h~ w~d atways 0.01.1 flown to LuCiana 1f 
, . 1 ~ 

She and.lata,..4 ,~p late ta1tk1ngto8$~ht)r., Be hateit' to hear'_ 

talk Ul Wblspen. ln' th.e o11enqeottbe houae,:end Qott knows what 
. ; . -' "-

went through h1$b.ea~.; ,NOW we st&y, up ·,atking Wltll t~e efr 11' , ~ 

b~8.an.4 heneVe1ionoe oalls Clown to her' that she mnet set some 
. '. 

eleep, tb.$t$he 'l'~ be Il t t~r ~otht~ 1ft :thatrltJrn'lne,- that it, 

'ltmt tl'lght.lt lsu t ,t right.' Somehow .ahe con"~l\ce4 him Of the 
. . . " 

thet.. artd. ~otortb .• 
~ift$ thtl day. t em .alwaY$given Angelina'groom to work 

In .• an4 thls: W8$ th$ ,aame last year, It elwa" p~ln~4 hint. then,., . ; 



thiJ~ 1 should) be 801ngtnto th$.~~&n's quaterts w:lth my 'yo\UtS: 

raf:lhbpeXi ana usitig th~!r t1r&sslt184-.tableas· $ 4eak:,~ ~~a di$eplb$ 

on. thEd,r' bQ4 8'fttU!'Gn1n~h·. i 'V1Qrked hUd lastl1ea~ ~.¢ we~tout 

"V"ery: l1ttle, V1h'~oh sa~.him ~oreopporunitu¥to, imta~tne1ll.o, upt·o . 

no goOdtJi·. I ":&ma:mb~~ one ~venlns 1'Oadlng' eo~~thlnsal..0li4 .to . 

myself •. al"!lo1r+bat ~oomj :'an4 !te·t\11s1ngattcr a,tlmO that i :Oould, ~~ 

:h.' ~~ar4 lloutslte! . ~linn was .~~teln ,from WO~k thQ~ ~,.en1n$ .• 

and Iheari ~lm walk al.Ol'l8the oorr1<i.or end. pause :cutstJio, ttr;I. d(1)r .• 

11stenitts. He apPflflJntlydt4n:f t lulOW that $11$; watJ S~lU 0111; of 

the h usa­.~o .j, 

he 're.~ly had ".~ 11$.~ens.aaiI got Up Gtrd Vlc:Jnt actress tot)lil 

:l.avato!7,V1uleh 1$ opp~S1te ·he~ doar:~ 81$ bed:toomls at tho en4 

otthe oorr'ldQt,. ~d~es I~" 'ps.ssqd coross I s1ance4 t.O 'my right. and 

Ef8W blm $te.n41t1Sthere:j buttonins hl$ 'ablXi~ 'ln~ the m1rror an'S. at 

the same t~stating., t\ow~ tho c:~rr14or. 1:' .1oCke/l the l.8v'story 

dOOl'i thenhearfl"him wlilk40wn t'f) AnSellna·t8~oom., fJiltsrl1r,. 

th~n le~eegaln an4 SO b'sekto biS bed.room, Att'era t1tna I 

came (JUt and ,retutnE)4 .~ the r~om" olOSlnG the door,: whop I 
h~artl. h1m ~elk down the OO~1dor orlceaga1n Ein4 look tb,10 time. 
*n the ltiVatar.J,presumably ·tot1$a $(! 1 end hlsa6USht:·~ had gontl 

in there tqsethor. BytlOW h~ waSb~114ere4:i,~d t_lt h~~lf 1n 

the m14dl.e ora" plQt. He 'WddEmly pushcCl. the 4~or ot my .~o_ 

open, .1mltatec1 G l.()ok ,otsurprls~ at f.'~ndlns tfJ). f)her, a~d then 

begap. fiddling uselessly with ·e.ome 01lS~$ Oft the tlo(#.. X"m StlrQ' 

he wantedtc ihock under' the bed but lack04. the I1QOl¢. 
r ,".. ., '", ' 

: Last year I tll.~l1t ~m.tl sort otmon~·tel'j' ·Cl'O&t,.ng a. v/or14 

in his Q\"n .lmoge .• bu.~ -flOW I know this lSni't 'm1.~ and that his 

beliet in l~bery Go~ng on al1,'roundbi.m 18 a kina of hop'() •. 

At3:Ul1ch ~ststm.d$y he w~ talkJ,ti8 ~o· l'l«f. abGttt '11 1dUllg WO~ thEW 

'tnow Who l1vallJ 'In R~ utth her mother,an.4sel~s.hf) naa'v~ 

Romsnlndesc.\', thtlt \1e to ,say.; ':tnt~111gen~. p~salotulte and 



It 
, 

clwmlnspt:t no ,one know'bdt many men :,ilhe'd bad., :she waa al:flEl,s' 

SQseoret in her c~minGs and soing$,:, ahewna oharming to e.veryone 

and 'gtlVQ the 1mp~e$a1Cn ot. i;lweetness ,004 good \9'111., \)utehe 'ooul.'(i 

~l)ra:c'e one tmi\h on Monday and. flnoth~ on TUesc1s'1., tl,!thout fomett\bar.·" 

1ng Gtthet" 'she, oould m:ake 101'e 'ono~ O\1t ot ,whim anu then look 

. :rtither ·,lost an4- 1nnooe.n:t wilell 'the man $ltSsested ~ t a $ed ond tUn~ :.' 

Last' n~ht 1118 statef' vottorla Suc1delllr announc.oQ', that she I 

wantod to GIC)6p 4ow~ta~t.4 ,~, &niha 't'/hlSptlretl 1nm.y 'hearing ,that 

~t was :onlr beCBUS$ she wa$d, me to Sf)uttoe bet,,: thOUGh ahe is 

ove~ sl%ty" 1 l'epOtlted 'thl$ to ~otQna this mQtnlna U1(lIte4ulouSly.: 
I , 

and: ene :s.at4 with a little $!!lUe that the ,nii\~htil~,Wl~S p~·QtSablv 
, 

qu.i te 1'1ght., 

'.i.Ihe "ol.Utg woman 11Se»oke ol.lout,j, jlntelligent'f, pE\Ss'1onaia;J 

and ounnil'lg". camel4at ~SW14a1. she 'is tall w1thdarkbe.1r .s.n: 

rtatliral rhlgs'.,an4 'tt\oUSb h$X*' tQce is tull of '.e.ntentj, qu,1clt' 
. , be]", til" 

and smIling •. h():r f)res ,seem 'stlt'flnsely' trappe91Jt~.! .... 
w,«' ,.." bUUitn ,3 k$aps .bel:' own (j()UnSel.· s~_'Ve17 ~h . 
alonG. SOJl1$t,1niGs$.hO can hflr4ly bl"1ns !iei'EJe1t; tt) ~Open her 
mouth .... ~l.t ',SGemsou.t ·ot. mi$.7,; l1ko a ~ri;JQl'l. 4l'ess1ng' herljalt \ 

out of e~t ~rSh. ao,.be prOVides tho tatnUa'w1th:. opp~ 
unities. to hurthe~. $s' <rtters.no rG$letano.e)· . thet" ~~e't'Ut1!yUo, '. , 

, • ! t 

sm$11 $ufferlns .i,notbet peopl.lt,; they want to draw ~a 'ltttl' \,WOt, 
1 

'blQcd.the~t!lces ·stU.l~it. 'hed't1 •. p()\itUig~ UlW ~o.ple in a ~~!l~. 
'their ~~6sur-$S deathly, From SU.tiil •. ,tt tat, •. pn1eyouits WO~\\\ 
';i 

Who lives ~ thEl. bOU~ beblti'id tbe VIneyard., land tv):llih&s n~l$hillt \\ 

a lov~l' nor W01'lt. ~attuJV(\ little exoitolllflnt I a.~ '1l(;i 1 PE:H'jp~\!i:, ~~o~ 
vistt ,us prov1clt) it; ha,1t1ns a good brain. dli1)at and bbr~~~ ;, '\ \ 

sh~ w!ilmOOt$' thespUk toranlf .nmloe that·, the othei"sneed. . ;\\ 
. ,,~ 

. \ 
~,~ 



1'-1 
She. WN.~~~ (fome$ ttl to 'ea, .1ft. tl1e 8ttOl'nQ~:.·tJ~~ 1$ vlrtt1l\lly . 

. one t# th$f8m11y,. prOViding the ,$t'~na ot 'w*t ,nnt\shrewd (1)Se~, 

~tt()n.Her vo1C~" is., harsh, and whanshe ~a~. again$t ~ople 

it . haS" $ Llpe~i(ll Qutt1ns tOll~; ah9'Sf)emst,o b.e· ~~kt!lS ~\'~ns$ tot , 
~vet1thlns ,lltt~ has retusetl iJ~r.l .~eard llel:'say the other 4~1 

tha~~tE1 ... -the 'intell,lsent,· pa$Bl~te ·and ou~tllg' S1:rl~·. ; 

wasti!tat: 811 beautiful. to b()1- ~:' ·She batt n l.()os.e:~C)utbj ,tao;" 

1erse and open,. and h~. h~p'~ we~e. too: wlde;she sni41t. ~ thqugh· 

eh'e was: ki.l1.1ns her •. with a.swift.:; htUlgr.y·soun4.J: .AM, s~n01'a 
rlsttlti sar~ that WhU$ Maria) ·IS n pe:rson Qf dlbtlftctlon. ,rot tJh~ . ,." : '.' 

1e· perhaps a llttleto() .~t.An,," ·other people £ley,. 'Ob,. 

Marta.is .to~. ertl~~o4al hi tlle\Yay ebb· $pen~\,t 

t en3cy boing With Uloltll1.!itand 14ttr18 'alone, j~t thetbree, 

of UB,- we q'$nspeak to:. eachothe~ 1nttmt1fi~i."es~h CIt \~ hflvlDs 

" 

'$, PE1Wul~01'flt."so thilt webav~, nothing to los~! (§!n&timi:l# 0 .p. 
Luciaf,ta and 'I. taka th, bus to Rome ~~;U!·' SO to N8t,-1~,~S tlBt,' ~f.lre 

ShE} lives., Wi;t~ her· motber,:, and ~e sit b$hlnd l:tQu o'loaeti shutters 

in ·tbe .hot hal#-:4arkneas in the st.tetnoon" with y$ 11. OW "t:, Slight:.. 

sleEuld.ns lines ShO:M1l8 t.hro\lSh ,th$Shut·_-sl~tS~i Wh110 .,1$:"$ 
t ~ - , f ;, 

Dloth* pa4tl1 $ott;1e.O~OSB .. the stone kttchen t~oo:rJbrlns1ng 5~ool 

dr1nkS.~ going to' t.he ~et~lBGJrator;an4 \?he# .S,~t$~·ool ,and the .St1t\ 

bas gone dOvm behind. the q~ved: .• smcot1\ b1001t of flats C)lose by .• , 
, , 

lQGv1.ng ,he opaoe, -qat"r.Jeen ~.~dCfR·.1.1Jf3 sit out On ~~e ~erandah. .. 

tnGa~11.vas ¢ba2;rS. ·at .. the t~()t ?t th$ ~tepQ l$ad~ up ~o the kitoben., 

~vGrytb"nsab·QU.t tU1 ofetone' or cemmnt. ,rtews, cut oft; from thG1"qst 

ot·.the".O:1ty,.: tl gre·ttt.. $ta.t~' 1s~e~ 11k~ ~ ~Qr,tal~wlthoeCtl\ti'1onel 

$qua~ lB1Vnti1je~~llQtitly' outen'a ·~';.3"J wtt.h ~~:rn anCl there·r~ 

traes',' Tho ~~~n~ ,you en tar this st,Qn~ wo~14 ~ .tla,ts tl\crusb \ 
. ' \ 

a gnt~. alonS a speblol. road, thGre 1t! a ~ew ootJb\es$. antl quiet, \ 

sn<i tho no"1ses· ct' tha main at:teet olot\'$ by fall b~k~ .. t, . - .' ".,' \-t\ 
"\ 

.It i~ ~O' ~1tt"rent tram. t~IG houae whe3;',ethe noise' ster~s . 
'\~. 
~.-



! ~. 

soon' 'att.W" :4a~ with -$Cim~tonEt' i'llsh111g" down the st$1I'$ l.1ke·a ttlti 

of Qoala or with 111nO'f'~' deatenlngcr~e$ cr., with the 'rt.t41Q t,urnOtl 

on suddenly at full £rtrength:t a.s it lnvene;et.ul ~n~.olmellt i , Or 
, I 

esleNQila the matti' shQUts to"her awn, '~'Qn to'O'~ ,1t1. .• ,Y()\1 ~agabon:ct\': 

in 'tl1.Bt dee,:p. d:1 bea~t~vo~ce of ltel'-D .,; It yOU"t'v<!' slept.W$l.l ~t;$ 

ell, rlgb.t but it your dr,eEllUS ha\f'e \ lle$n heavy Elfidt'llU' 'ot,the 'past 

tbes~' noises are l~ a fresh ,as~ult" to kt;n!)p the VIOU~@, open $11 

&1t·., ' , ',' 

Maria tol.d. me :8 tow' days 4gb'; that ,sh(i' o:oul~ b.~rd1.y bear telkins 
,to tho tnar.~h¥~~.'hatedlt When he tou.ched htll";. And when, Iss1cl l 

that he'd caUed her "ttn,tclUgen1t, pt:uu,i1.one.tc ~t1 cunn1llg t ·16he. . . 

replied. that, he, only spoke l1kcithis to give tn~ '1trtpress1on (it 

lntu1t'lVe g1t1;Gfl whiCh he 'lacked: ha haa only hea-,;4. s'0n8one else 
, ", ... JJ./ ~~ 

uSC) those wor4S aboUt hEJt', an,d decided to use"'bhelt1A"htn Ei9 ~em~ 
unoS" oame." She 'sa14 he ere'ate"; a,complicated worl4 torblm.sGit ... ·, 

a world 'where"thete were s~crGt ass1,sna~1ons ~1 ,t.he' t1nl$'·an<1 every­
thing wa$, pl:~t an4 ,$ubterf\1te, •. end the rea11:t;y' was 'th~ OPPosite at 

Ilpp$arano~. $\!~ ha.v~ crea.tC)u" .t~y ft' )""'IN'! ~ had to 

petwtrate it; Cd) e~tula'teilhillJlj~' .QtI. hit! plw'VGfnesa. He' «(lOti 

it like It o'¢njut:Q!"s tt~k and ~1; tJ.:$t!you d:on't, ret11U,$ that the 

\"ftj1'14.he has _de l$complGtely ,talS". 

lie ,ca.'US h$1-' 1ounnlns. she' ;says,. :boQause 11¢ can't ellow~ himself 

to bel1~ve that. being atyp1()aljll~ v;oman t '" She: l~s $,lmpl.y: un,. 

'happ1~; EUld not the mate.rlel1satlonOf his .... !! ... ~aaW:hi" .I 

not1o'e 'thewt bet\,oesn"t ~tiaroh har 'bod1,'with' his eyeS; as he tioes 

the o~h~:r w'omE)n,: 1n~ tead. :hf) Pu.~s the tri!lQle of 'be):l.lte~ .... wh1¢h 

he tb1nke he" know.s abou:t.-~lntQt.h~ lab~orato~~' Qr. 'hi's' 4¢n~1re'r;1;: . , 

he t~nSh(;)1'lnto a dnydream. 

Sometime,S he,w"il1 look at 8. woman wi tbhlseytSis ,sctGwe¢ 'up! 

erlxiousl.y. as it on :some palnstakl:ns h1vaa,tf.gatlOll; · he has _.to, 
0(, ' . 

verify eveity :a,et'al1. He set)tnS to lllurer V1()!Qeninward11~ .. ·even 
A ~ 

\ 

" 



/1 

~ble own' w1~e t to teal' her . ae en obJ~ct otplfa8aure\; they muetn. t 
I , 

Ble wm.-k.:. vib1oh" 1& '8 ifNI, hours '.very <tat at the oUet~ma hog.~ . , ~ ; 

tn il.:,. ~t thQ '·ottloe',4' 'but' 1ntao~ wav1n$ 'tho'hea",,' truo~;l.D. .. ~ 'I 

, t 

and out at thama'$..n 181$:", end eXemJ.riIiifg the drivers' pBSU'Jea'f doeOn" 
'" , r 

raeQa a I,tbins to hS..in.. 11$ tgOes to th.e C) 1nema somet,im8s. rides: hiS 
, • I 

l1ttl.e GoootOl'vJ.rllO th~, yUJAgeto' dr:1Dk a o afteej' I've nines-

seen '111Ill ~8d h n~wspB,e,;. i 'Be. Otlly. q"l<tkeas ;,: end beoomeareaU, 

fluent 'and a1 b..,,*.efls.'j', when women 81'e mentl'onflO..J"and ,41,$0 when· 

~he; Boman ;Gr1:stoo'raoy ~ beiO$ talks4 about4~tiheX-e au hUt fP.'~~ 
, 1 

, Last n1ght,bt1Q$tt\$With'US' to MElr1ats·t~at fm4 1 watohe4 hd1m 
" '. ''!$t'trnl8h as 1. t 8r~' de1'k~ ella.. ' ' , " 

tal~11lS to her: 'Oil thtl a ..... lIli~.H __ at£_' 'he l1ghts 1D 

'thefi.$t,.-w4m4aaa behlJil ,u.s! went up ,De, ~tt)r h'nother and our V.OIOOS 
_ " . ~J;' twltikllns ~U$tc,~ ",' '.. 1', 

became, mOi'G mufttled in. the" 1 •• nx ....... IQI' He to14 her ~ t.hat 

he \'l8ft etU>8O'telt' bY' werytJiing in 'her, b~ hQ~' Veit,f) •. the l';S'EIot 'wet . 
• ' '. i 

• ... J .. _ \ 

sbe ,sat in a 'ohair; .beroalm' andstiU eyes, h~r' lons" dreamtl WG,lk.! 
• ' " I 

but he realised that 'h<l,ha4' no ohonce of' making lOVe ~o het,., belns~' 
... ~ • ~ 0" '. ! .~ •. ' 1 '.! : \ "'-

compare4 Wi tb b&i'~an,oi(l' nan (he lS :tltt~n1ne)) c.' end 'perhaPf~ "~ot 
- 1 ." j \'. ~ 

h(l*',k~ lmen1iautt •. 'B~ J~lfH~ ~lk$d 4lbO\\t~ _,_~~\ 
*~b01 V1hotb1'e· her ft$i! • Sh~t t._ ago, 0811$4 ll'r~~ 

~; boy. "11&. sEltd. • •• Miln 111 e!~; tb';ij wa. what 4bletl.~ j\ 'J~;i . 
mo·· ·oM, '~."'1t"~m' ab'·~l1tt~ il'EU1O, ., 0' ,-. "t.tiW ---~ related') .'. that he 'h •• A ',_.r ~\( 
.. .~ .9'4 tiilJrIt ~ ,V • ~-tT ~ .. , " ., ' ~! • ~~\!" '\\ . 

. lnoaJ)6b'le ot l.ove,: .riA GB14· to 'thie qulet11' that he mi8~ "\"t\\~'\ ' 
- . . \," " .;~ ; 'l ~\ 

C!ilmply be bUnd to lrraDoo,ts real JIf.diuret: ~ut be sho~ 'his llta(4 ~1~'~ 
, ' .,:" f l:'}. ") fA\!' , 

ple8$fIQ.\3.V ~and 9~iedj 'No~ l'~ knCin'l Ftancao ~ eMU. !if)~~ ,/ \. 

been in my hbus~.hY.·'fJ'tery·4$J" tOr tbr~~ :,.e~s or: '00 fit, ori& \ ' 
".' , . . ' .1 ,'. • • . \ ..... 

t1tne~i He .sam a much ,better position td~Uc1ge' thf:l'b~~ ,t~.\ 

moet pf;ople:, certainlY ~ore .bannthos~w1tha glt,tterlng \s14~f\ . 
.J.~'\,\. 

glan(\l$ at· h$r-. ... ~hO: tell. in l~eWlttl.binl.. Tb.etaotwasj .bef ... \i\\\~ 
$&i4., that the boy 'sot t,$rG4ot his 8ir~s atte~ hetA alep'!; wltb :~ 

. }\ 
;;-..... 



Zp 

them onqe or twice (4 8el.tbe:ra.te t~et ~t, her. tt)J .. t4ee it It· 
'waa .tru.G "r not ).tQ ~~1oh Marla sa,t..d,that th~s meant nothing·.~ . 

on1y t.hat he ~~4n't love most] Qt the gi.rla hG went Wlfjb:'. ,: 

But, dG~'$ Ma~.:la lcnow the. whole of t1ioGtorr,j 1 w'onder1, 

Jtt(lt the mar:oheae hed l$ft the dar Ie' .terrace I trled. to tina out. 
. ~. ,\ :-- ~ " '. ~' 

'l?er~,ps she' lau)ws. Sh~ ltnoVlsst loo'S~, that F2MOO is ,.in love. 
f" 

.Sh~· ,said'~.Th() mnrc;4ose., must be $v~n b~1nder¢than:~ th'QU(&htrrf 

aut,; I $ti1djfuot·-.--glanc~~ Eltb,cr~tthG <),le:YeJ.'est people (itS 
':.1:0- .. 

otten blind, in th~$$ thlnss" WhOh·lt touch$.$ th.l!;1$elf(iU3~~Whlle 
:1" .. 

tbe wa ohOt.~omel'1, and the m.ll.km.en know th,~tnCt t~. "Shed ldn t t rep~y 

to thiS, ~ ::;0 I, h, Q1t,'"e,' ,'~O, , ,W&:S, ". ot,' t(lU~ng WhtltMt,'" bhe., '\1, nd,' ',or,' standS e~, ',emil~ , 
thing, ,x ~ept qU1~~ .. elld woe talk$d ~bOttt Ilom.e'th1.1\IJ olee. ~ , 
. -t -+ -f- . ~. r-r:--

.strenge hQ\V. ott,en ·thf) llamelfranQoeonws up, lie. ,ha.s' pu~'.fiU:1te 
t' • 

·~$PGll "~J:p1i'OP1e with b1~ ·sai$ty., He 19 taU an4 1.lvell" witb 
, 

rB~her talr ha~r,an4 goOd t~eth~' 110t at, all -ltanttsome but mraeetul ' 
" h 

and k$ndly;tull or the· sun.: He 30kas· about 8n~ then t6Ue ,jn1io 
" " . 

a. qU1$~ moOd,;. ttn:,oreCi1ottibly· •. ~n<11 n.ot1o$ howa·t't$n~l"c ho 11$ of 
~ . \ . ~ 

other pe(tplG, nev~ letting them dw1n4'1e. into, sednetS$ l1'11.e '0'£14 
'. . 

help t~ i ifNnoo' is twenty·twon'ow t (\!1u ,at th"~· moment.,"is tar 
~. ., . , ~. ~ I 

nwaYJ in tllo n·Qrth. ' .. VJ01'kiOS' o.n a tarm,., tu<}1a,n&j v~ttot'ia (h'1~t 
'.4-, .j ~ t 

"-
mothe~) an~ theltPZlrobesa 811 tQlkQb(1U~ h1m at lengtll." and '..' 

e$peOiU~1 t'1henMal."ia ~$ witll 1),$: thoythllnk thei~;e eil$I1ng° htif .' 

·pain.~ Ilild perhaps 'the1~re :rigb.~.l rom;;mbe!,·th~ Ml'cMse' t~li~ 
" "'!' J. I PI. • \; \ 

1t~r one a.ttern·oQIi ~.l~t, W()ak:., wilen m.ost of ,tbe, :ot'hO~$ w~ro Ql1t·; ot.(\\ 

tM r-oom_ how Frnnco eQ~1;lI!lii)O 1$04. t~ apparently no r~atlon~ \ 
\ . 
\ 

to go .-into his room 5u('1del~ly:f\ th~()\V 111mSelf"011 the· bed a'nc1 b\1X~t' 
. ." ; \ \ 

lnto tC~8'. Th~G wo!rr1~d and d1t)~u:tb.o!1 the mAl.~Jb.!1Sf)~:.: '\ 
7 

.autd~eii"t hE)~e~li$$ that 'he .oaus'cd th~ tes.r~" partl.y;· ll' 

." \ 
!~ would be. ~~ ~l:t~lt .~ h11lltf h~ 414 _, _~. ~Qe~"Y 11' rtaal~v lmQw r\ 
evcryth1n8l ts he tl'y1ng to 'proteot his rQWn hon"C)\1r' by e,oelU1JlG" 

~ 1 

1\ \ 
'\ t •• , 

\1\ 

V'-not to 1ttu;-m1 Yet 1..1hat honour osn 'he th4lk ho has .:stthi·$ 

" , ........ 



" 

'. 

., 

pOintt 'Hef tl S'; 11iarqhe~e', at a tlme ~h~ntherei1\re ;no ,t.itleS'" 

.' He hat) trained people ~(Jgi:VG blmtlititname by h~rd per$lsten~e 4El, 

,after ~~; ~t~at. las'ome aohiovement atter two warlord, \t1~S, t. 0: be 
I ' 

c;e'lled~roh~e Yl~,th,9~t~ tv. a,oemlng;rldicUlou$'; ,: yoU, hav~ to aW're 
him tor It,~, 

I wQn'd-er' It.·J10. knet,sove:ryt111ta.5 I andsut.tE)l'$~~!at'¢h1ng ,the, 

divining \ e1e~ of thnpeople olo~e to j.hi:m----people .. 1ikfj m.e,~rl'h~ 
• w 

Imowth~~tit'u!1t1on? on:<:a:, 'Or' twice.:L:as't Y¢JGr he ga'V$ 11t~le 
,. 1 • ~ 

1ntt1cetfons: that he kn$w~ .1 wont1~r? . 
< • 

I l'f?'member ftanco' C~tlg' down trom tho' nor'th 13$t, year,., ver:'I 

bronz,ed.snd ¢lean~~Obk,in8"~ '~'4 ~at t&nlblf) <iU(:.J:'~l($" th1$ CL\ue:H 

'. ~t;Jt'vs~n the ~,rcheSGJ' and LUCiana. on t~e e1m'1~'1S ~etQre;~ hGflwt 

back I l'ememb~ F~an:oo wars e1tt1ns 'tVi t~, .h~ on ~t~$ ttrrace over~' 
~ -r : 

lOOl(~'ng ~e sr&1ei path. whore th.o~rt\~G mO~f) $~ttl:~r atnSsht' • 

. $rtd I ramotnber' llow. as it, got l~tei';. the ,maroh~nil.e~ 'QamedONn(Jtat~s, 
.'" 

Qstain in, 11;1s pyjwna$ lAnd sndpped. Qt, Ml!~--Sb.e m~ oomG t () ~e4,. thl~ 
a .., ~ ( 

kind ot lj.t$: ws.sr1c1ic;uiQ~:) "ltwaa alreaQ.y, pas't m1d~1ghtl ~he 

lo~k(Hi 1'1k.e. Jl yol.l1'lB titl i,n the h$U~4$rl<:neBa" ~~' stlnply notld'ea, 

to him: ;(lach time.:, _ har.!"bGar~t WCl$ qulf)t,~ sh,e wa~ uru;ove4. bYir~ny .. , 
~ I 

thing he. said" ~d thoro WB$ abQuttu')~' that '~tlll$$s.nes,Be.nd ~b-t' 
r \ l" •• ,.. • If. 

st1n~(}y ot a 'wfte 1nlatte 'withs~eOJ!.eaiGe.: F:~,a'Q' s,imply lcoke4 
, , ' 

the 'other.' way,. 'into the d,atkne~s or the: gord.en., \11111$ the' mat:c.rt@s~e,: 
, J ,', 

tt.U.E;ed. Thoy. ~hed both lioped hE)'. would be' asl(4ap. by :nOw. ,.1 '\ 

I I, \' 

.. Franc'o ha~ tho bedrQo:n. nb/li' tM ;k1tcli'4:ln. on the. gl'owicl :t~OO'\ 
whUt) ell th<iotb.sr badroomtlWe:te i1p~tol~ J"l?ttd U' the, CQunt. ~ \ 

'~_ feilon nslee» the.y would 'bdt)). h,a1e sone the~$ and 1.OO'kect th,ti ,~!JOf,.: "'" 
~ , • • • I • \. 

I not1eec1 tha·t' \,!llsne:vGr Frttnoo \7G~ 1h ~orm with m.~. drln;1d~ 

at on~ of the barc, or' in a party 01' peOple; lJe w~s ,11Sht~" l.e~$ 
tl1O'~ht:rul~6S 11' bOJd ~G .. entel'ed thq '~rlc:i. i'l'QIl!.G ioo-tOl'l'lbl¢ ~, 
happlnt!I?lS,ti perh(lpS,~, $'ie' othel' dar LUQ'lanCl i3b,cwecl rna a i~tPer \.. 

, • (1 \, 

t:rom him in which h~ sbil,d that GveX'yWb,(!;'ehew(!nt .:nithbhel:'. the r 
" 

'\ ' 



'2- 2-

. '-. . .•. 4-t«1~" . .. '. I . . . . .. ... .. .. . .. '. ' 

smaUf)Gt·csat~"t: La _tel -":C'OlA :j.n ,N$plfJ" ',\vhefe It-bf>y'c;l ;#{at and W$t~;bed 

the .b¢t\ol\ tat l!elQl'l. t~b t'O!i~ey ~tat'e (llQiJs. tho hot~l be@~~ 
at n1.ght.,t,ne ,s·ta'tiQns t1herG 't~ rll~tand ss'·:1rl $oo4byej: 'beQe.m~ 

r~rrAl'~a'b~e tl!!~ ,$..lld lo.veiy ~or lU111" qnd.er ~: Spec:tal, llsht" 

p:rlm~'1~1.11· bf'lUll1lnt;-we·Cl~'H$b" ~d1t' he: '$ver 'saW ,the$~ plo.o.es 
I . • 

agtl1n, wi tn'o~the,~, •. they wcn.aiistl1~ be t1ntletstlrat lig~t. a's "1f' 

Sht'~d baptised them torll~i ! f 

'~ And she w:tot¢lrt :ep~? that Eihe' n0vor felt $h~me il1 his 

:pres~CClt they Q:ould. d~artY,thl~ to ~aoh other ~thQUt ,~'¢nslns 

the fo,tb,1d.4$n; th~t she 0 ouldh' t live an h~ur~ tv1·thol.l. it thin..lt1rJS 

ttbOU~ Mm and d.re~1ns h.jJrt baCk.:,! Only when ~h(:1y-tallt(£d ~to e'@h 

other· d1d ttts$' rind ~ealreat. ~d oomD~e4 with, tba~ al..l. thQ other 

t'alk they 'd1d \1~, :\fltal>1ne., ~e1r first moment; of ltaeeting ilgtl1n 

w8ss1wajs unbefarably $c:stt!tl,c,. ' 

, sho, nSked m:) 1t l!1e W8e, 0'\1011 e $t·rQns .. s.9.1da~,l)resenoetO.r 'eo' 
. . . -' 

asw'~U. fOrf)~Stn~ V1h~n wes wereallo.t ·table?' . An~ I ~-ald; ,'tYeEt, 

he'llas". 's:o ntU~h light In b1mj~ ,like tli~ $un.l'B~t 4lhe!, Pr¢,$.j3e4 tle: 

questton ha:C .. dsr'. lean~ns forward wlthst~in~a ¢~CS, ,11~ ,$f\:r.:~ 

g1%'1.* and a¢lk~ld •. ~td 'th1::i ~$en(!e OEln¢E:ll.: Qu;ttlt~; ~~t .jtt~ f'" 
wofllJ. for zn..a '4$, i t: ~idf,orr her. (l$dItlntl the ,samd ,soJ:~.e i'ni ;1;ttS 

, . " \: " '. I 

talk, ,Idid pther people.. 'esp~o:1a.U1 othex- ti~l$:, 'to;tJ'l, .qxaQ~11 ~at~· she' 
I ! - .). 

felt:, .. ejt~Gpt t~a.t $he: was ha:pw en~h topOSS$$S b~ 'Wtll, ,~4f)' 

lile $mi.h, ana! slllld.,yes.ittl) tNt> lW h\l$ ii;1ght 1,r.ldJ)i,,:Wt- ~h~~~ 
(j ~ 

are 1!otitfeol.itigD be(lause yQU 'r~ln lo'~ VI 1,~ ,b1mi . '. . . If ~!~~\ 
t , , \""\ 

,. It ,beean, hy aOQluant and hnd.h '.t ~an·t .,~t to tiortt~nue. $hO,,'\ I~ .\, 
, ; \ ~ \ 

W$$ 39king with him, Sitting. on b1s bad after eVerybody ~lse ~~\as " 
, ,.' v\ 

upstn1rr.. !.\net v/heIi she rutfled hin hair' he li\1~ed her, tQ~lard~: !h\m 
. \ 

audd,enly" still. h$~, nophe,w ~~. And "then,., S111tlJ'tlYt, in a l(1nd at· .!$l~e., 

'Vlh~t'~the. hOuPe ~d ItG(tl~k1.:ns ];i~Qpl~ had slippe~ E;Wl1t., tht'\l . \. 

(Wlb1"aceti ~Mh oth$~l &nt1 it was like tM'tirritpx-1mGVal lOYfrl. }\\ 

9t (b.'~a.mtt. 'lh~N' ~ft ollch other nSham$d and QVli:l4.. Next '.I!lOrn~~\\ . 
/

"1\ ''\ 
\ I 
'''', 
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1nS abe told htm he t (\ l)fleD. 'Wicked to/thl~ ~ doing'lnleh a 'hire. 
· . , 

"~t 8 table oftener twel.Y8 people,' $h. told e;ml'r~e how franco 

seemed to Preter older women,.ftn4 .. $h~ watObe4 him b~sh pa~W:. 
I 

be 'tboughtehe,td deserted him,: 4e~"lit,e4 btl' own ~t. Bu.t that; 
1, • ~ i = 

~i6l:rl1 .• : when ·eveT~one. bad 8(1.110 to· ,bou" th~J ~nt ,to tho same bedroom. 

by tho .1t,1t;ehon t nl1d thc11~ love '\)Jsa thlq time w114er,' ·beQtttu.lG thEft 

were r~b<;}ll~ng :tlgC11n3·t tllelr own (Jomnan4s.,and$g$1ltsta wotl<l 'flbl0h . 
; f'. _' 

~( ¢QUJ.8.n'.'t cdinG \lp't·Q. ~eu drerutJ$., Fl'9D1. that t~$ OD·$h~ .never 

,\. SCQld~dhi11t og,lltn. n£.>VGr tr1¢)d to stop h(J~$eJJ:", And '$11$ Pesan to 
\ 1 I . 

\':v1:tin~Qt him (}''VOi'Y hour' cr the dat .• ! BG1ng· tiWS.·1't~om. him wns now. 

'I ~.~ pEttn;' tllC~1ib appare,ntl~yno' one else no"b~(Ha4 this. 
\ , t, 1 , • ~ : 

At t:hot 'tlrJ.~ franco bAd actually 'be.~n l.iving in the 'boutie. 
~ ~ ~ 

W1~h . v~ttor1a his 'mothor; he was e tr.a11o'r ·and more Sheltere4 
,4 • 

\ porepn t}Wnthnn h~ is new. He· 11iiQ no VJ;,;(J~k anel woul4 slt to~' 
1 

~Qut's .~ th~ ro<*nQver~()Ok1.ng the sra~ei path, pler.1ns with tli.*' 
) tit 11 .. ' 

.' ~~410. rea41l\i'~ 
. ! ' 

• i, . one· dey ,he '~am~·to h~r and SElia. he cOUld bear it no lonsGr'j ,he 

I -~!8.$:S() .tn\1Ch 1niJove.'ae· 41d.u.~t ,$6.Y at first Wlth Whom., an4aliG 
I ' "I I 

was dontident :(f.S Uh~ lo(ike4 up at lUmaD.4 sU111ed that i..ti was herself,., 
But., WlthO\lt ~o'1118 .' l . _. I, 

· • __ .Jo!tstxiPf. 'from his poa1tion. he told, he,,· t:ha1; it ,was her 

4aush~ex:' Ant!$l:1na:.t :Gnd that he mu~t marry '~er. 

• I ( 

I And a he, llAQ~t't ovan n.otio~d h1m. and .Ji!18al1na t'ogether'. The," 

takon' \.a~ toge'tharj, 'th~vtd been to tho ~1n'euA 'but, 'never'once ht.t4 
I I : ... .. 

.t~tl thOught eroBs()d hG~ ,~nd., ~e. suddenlyt,Glt her $ge, the 
, I I ....". ". . • 

4iftG~eneo ot~eara· bo't,\teGn'them.- 'F'pr' weekS afta~ th1sshe IJutt~ 
. ~ .' 

ereti the k1nciotlonel1nea8~o;ry1ns: alone B't 'n1ghtln ~r' rQOm. 
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2f 
'c ; awake ·'the Whole night J and the next n~ht again, in a 

delirium ot grlet':'--whioh we all hope' will n~ijei' cone a.ga:1n atter 
. . 
I 

: she spent hours on' her '))edu~sta1rs l'l~ten1ng ·for a noise. 

her~ door oPen', knowlng that, he and 'Angeiina "wer~ below. She lay 
. ;',. : 

$mokl~o:igarette attero'1gare~te t starting whenever :she heard the 
. , 

· murm.ur ot a voice 'or heard her daUghte~ d~ugh.thln~lng it was a. 
~ ~ l' 

. pass10natef cry, or When the 01 van oreaked·; 1 ts S pr:1ngs olanging 

-quietly tOgether. And she W~ld. only rest, closing her eyes tDr , '. 

- '" ' ;", . : \ , ,~;, , " : 
the first time. ~en ,Angelina. came1nto tlie be~6om ~nd lay dQWn 

atllerS1de; and ane heard his, dO~ 'olose 4ownSta1t~" For monlJhs 
~ ~, 

;" . . , , -\ 

now Luciana 'no longer ~ept Wi t~ herhUfJband:. 

She an4 Angelina: ,:sa1d little to eSQh other during, those d~f$ • 
. . 

She thought :her daughter :knew What ~hewas: suttering ~ buto,ouldn 't 

. ,be sure • Slit) 'aSk~d herS~da~nly ante, was she really in love With 

'. " Franc 0 '( as a. mother would ask the q.uest ion f i ~\lt ~e11na shrUg~ed 
, ' 

, her s~oulders; ~-poutiJlg t aild said She '·dlc1n'.'t knOw. At an~ rate, 

r. Angellna didn't marry Franco. it wasntt ment1ofi.ed~ again. I 

think she" t~lt the \Y.111 other' mother' draw1D;g her baQk fran him, 

· w1thout knowing quite what . was' happ'en1ng; she, oouldn't faoe the 

iJep!itation trom he,.- mother that marr~e iOUld 1t!.volvEi. and. pe~hapS 
Luciana worked on thiS. An.d ,she ~OOUld!i'tt' _~~~r her Sil~nt dis.-

approval.: Nob?d.y in the family was proct aga1tist' that~ S()she 

slowly ge:~e way', ass' bull. in the ring. ,?1th th.e ~word deepmin _ 

v • hi$ neok end the p1~ador~ driw1ng closet t' 'in ~he: he~t an4 deaten~~ 
~Or1e$., ~ur~ slowlY'r9und •. his head lOwer and lower, and gives in, 

slips .down on the sand and doens t't fuove again.~ 'Luo1ana haq the 
." " . 

sword. arid plunged It in qw.oldy,W: her eyes olosed:~-thls was the 

,~ ,.:. daughter she adored and slept .. w1 th ev erynight .. ; " 
- : • : ',' 'I " 

A 'lew weekS later' Angelma ~~me·to 'he'r and sald that She was 

no longer interested 'in Ft'anoQ, and made .~. faOe" tis 1t to say ~h~t, 



. ~-. 

$he was disgusted. ··This meant. r'or: Luciana that ·.he:~d ·tried to 

. make 'l~o"e to he~. tin,d failed; she,' was' del,1r1ouSly·:hapPy,4!' " 'ShEl 
t' 

tOOk' it to be a miracle ,and' she· a~d 'rf;lnoo made lo!e ._ again 
. , , 

wi th th~same ,easy' wildness ~s at. tir.s~'ion :h1:s s:1de'i' he' .$eeme,c1 

to' hava:rec overed from Ahgel~e. j . nhe' :i'10 . longer·; described he~': ".­

loveline·ss a.t 'length tC) Lftc:1anaj' :~or.,d:td he say' again th~t he 'wanted 

. to 'marry 'her~, ": .' 

:+; -,+ .. . : + 

Ans~11~a clearly- w~Iits C;hlldren-., ~d 'perh~ps'- Q.'hUsban-a; llut' 

she would' ,hav'e the t~irst, without ·th~ seo()n·(t,.:~ She 1.8 aiways teeling­

.111, she suffers thetfe peou;Liar' SpQsmS·ot,I,Jsp'1te and hatred, Which·_ 

m~e ,her sn6u.lder~ slope more tha.n· usualy, her eyes dim '8.nd. meani 
, ( , 

· her, voice becomes a mur~:.· she Seemss fierce beast, caqgllt.;~f' , 

She ,~s strong phys.iQslly ancf when he~ ·ang~r:,~ is up ,she., can 'be" ol'uel 

wfth, he;r: ·hands. '. . . 
:. . .,! :'" ~ .' 

. I:tve. seen h~r' pu~l D1no"s halr,~~w1thall her 
..... 

stre~th. an~ ~~ '8 moment ·ofIJ)1tterness·tw·istC~the cat··s tail; and 

~ost 'of he~"'jQklDg ~e.kes':the' form, of horse·play:. Last . night; at 

" a. sm~ll party 'held.' in Nin~rts hO\1se behind~' the v1neY6rd,:She pulled 
• • ~, (t I' 

a Ohair baok just Las I was about to sit" do~afte~ er. dance' and I 
'O"r~ ..,.,)'r" 'Tit.) "("1.....,(. - .. ,.." ..... ~ .,. ."., I" ,,". • ranClea 'bri'''the f16~:i ,'P'she:Lnit a 'young"man 'on'~'~1s back, a ter~:tt10 

b:rJ~J ~l1il~- h~:~~ll~, g~~1ng'jlout bf -ithe'~1nd'6Wt~wat\6'hing, 'tn~;'\moon come 

C
' '_A' f' 

~""~"'1-'{" "1" ... r '''1.~ I'~' ~. ·,.. .. l' p" , ,t.th.~'''''' ;~ : .. \ '{". r 'l' . ... ~ 
ilp'f' she'was o~orist,a'Iitly V·'),fng 'peopie'!;& srmBi btlrn1'ng"-iihelr,bare . . / 

c ai~'~:~v;r cs~:~sIightiy:\~fti{~tih6: tt~p l' ot4;hEir I·ofgar\et·te 'whcl1e they 

£ t~i}(~td •. ,'~~ \:;h~Ksh~,: ~ d6~J; !'~h-:~S: .Ipei>t}Jle ~i'ook I away' 'in enib'arra ssme~t'j 
"-=,- f~" , r"" ";~'f':,.,. t ,.: ....... !' ••• , "~I>, • "'! tJ ',.1. t ~ .~. -\ .... :... -\ .• 

Lu61aria '~Sk'ff'lier why sheLj!uis 7td~ be '··bad;· liKe., this,., ~ 'Angel1.na ,. S. 
,---:. \"""'j" .. ;t~ ,,--, ... ", ... ,~' Itl~'" ",t·.., .. .,.~- • tll" t 1.':"1\- .. .to. I" .. 'o •• ~, 

1a:1tk~ horB~:playi'vias "~6iiee ga1e~Y'f' 'but 1.tt ~sn'';~t . %lOw • ~"'#\ 
, .' .,.,. c." ... , .................. 1",.,.~' ~r"t)'~'ltt.... " 

. ,': 'Every dar~'s'he ~goes ':to 9., ~uge loComotive ,f$o'1;ory south Qt Rome 
. , 

f1 ;.. r ... ., .. ~ ,,, ..... , ,_ .... t" ' t'"Y ..... ~... "'J rf ~.... n·~ i ,-. 'i. ... f. r ~ t J f '" -A' -j ""'~ • 

aha workEi~ 'in Ithe cirri-ce" J'ust~~ beh1.na. . the as·seniblY~rdbm.i.~ t1<. The noise 
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she f'1tJ4e It o_or'tlri8; '$n 1:11O:t,. atte.r· tb11SEf yenre she ,oQUi«nt't 

40 \tt thout it.~ tale ctmefj' bact to' the houa,.'llent and,! tlred '111 

t,bt~venlngs" :p~ou4ot bevibg' a sr·ovn~\iP30b :.he~tt$ (10\$ TI~th­

·out SPO$ldns, sigh Ins , 111.(e en oldwo~. bot, ~etlbw.rlns 'LUG14n({Js 

so1.1~ttouS questtons~.; '$l1Wgstug ,and rltWn1Qg,., and tier, taoe "o'·omelt 
es' ugly Gsa p~ettv 'faoeOBli be., XI I happen 'to, 'tie tal-kl:ne tc-J 

tuolana. qulElt~ 6~ G6s~1r ~ Vie do.,: .he Will out across ~e 
. '. 

cOll,e~s.ats.,ori f4t,h t D14 10U. 'think to or4~r but1fcm ~Oda"l or 

t,Wb1 wac Dino 4tppi.ng liboll' lnth.e poo1~youknOW be",.omesin with 

his teet oo'Vere4 in mud. 6«14 ,then Nell~ oompl.atnc~i'" 

Her WOi"k '6ttlie l~'omouve fao·ton- Is a 4011, SIfiutlQCt10i\' 

to law 'an.d order and' respedtBbllitl,j: ~l. thO' ~h1ns$! :!tie, teel", $hG, 

~SB&S Eft, hOltlfil. I SUPPOS$ this ~, hO'-I ~oplc;) -hose t10tR ·lU1s ·tto, 

perttonal mee.nlllgoab: walk th~ streets' wi tb. th61r b$l1d$ ut>~ we' . 

. heve· a ,hamea eenstJ of'1)&,l:88 '41tterent t~EVerr01lE' ElSowtt. 

'Wa,tre ¥~., ait11t,tt perhaps ,$14 Whd we· set A. Job lUte lW81'yone, 

Els. 1t stf_l1k., 8'·p~ou.-d c.ew'eta.WI wb!i1 l:tjs really nO,thlns at: 

tUl.. ' , 

But n(fR" and. then Angel~a talks to ~ qUie.ll,too':l reml'1u:Wllng:, 

·about theialend of POtiIO.~s~e ·SSeaJf' as fasc'lnat$4 as hoi" lIttl$· 

brothe", e\)ctlt how your teet :uhcm 'bl~e' wbenrOll put tllem,ln the 

~Vl$tt)t. hOW gl.~lau8·it 1s to approaCh, 'f;b.6 'sl.ad thlOusb a r0U8h 
. '.. 1 , ' 

sea" wl'th the bOat 'riding oUt of the waV$ au4 theQ nOsing 4~t1 ' 

~oin,.and hOW •. 'it' you ,stand Oft the t8Ue~t rOOk, you oan .$Q' t.hQ 

'Whole lanctan4 the lWtlGEUltJe& till 'found itt green and blu.e .an~ 

touoho4 with .:t0tlm1 white ;antl how there,ls one Ollild' On the islan4'" 

a ~boy who senel) at t8bl,e,. v11'th a p,ou4 eIld £tIlgfjll0 flU,:O. $t whOm 

you lV.i\t. to iO*$11 the: ft. be<)Buse -he mO"'~:80 slow'lV an4-

perteotl1.· llkl' a .OhO$$¥\ O:r •• ture,wlth ,o.an41& tha1): oanoe~IJ out. 

't;b.e·l:lveo '!t 1(!f.t4:. 'or She tfjU$' mQ about #l~OtUmey Sbe madt, 

$outh onO&:., when $he B$W. I60hla :6n4 WanMd to l1t1s there", how' $he 



loVGBUlBnas". hOW 1t.· she _rriad, 'ahe wOUld want to' take . he.­

husban4awtll'. end be alQt1e "1.thbimj, Cepal'El'te tr'OD1·t1l~ 'World,.: 

on', ~U8t INOll ,ls1Gn&1",., .$beae •• talk$ abou, '.peopl.e' in ·thjs, 

quiet. ,dlVtamlnflwar., he~ eyGtJ' tor ,hQ t$.r$t time look~ng 'rSgh1r 

b.cmd' ·th~ wttlld. 'ell. ao~sn"tf N:aurtNe~, p$ople. nor tan; tlile 

bell."e.e$81lythat th'tlY'te': au,ole8n.ll~ngand 4eeent GIJ she ta,; 
At the: ftic'tor7$he. GOf$Sto the oantata as.'little eli possible,. 

WhUeth~ o1;,hel'\ ottloe ... ~orker8' eo 4oWD. In s sweet pertyl "err 
-eft.noOft., 

,I nottce4 at tbs'p$n, the other 6tVenltl8'" fJherl' she was t~re4 
and peruap,s $ blt $shQtJl(!i 01": het horseplay,' she $~tat t.be edgt 

of til¢' room wat()b1n$.the ~st\ of UlJ:. halt-smling,. lOst 1n our 

movements ana, expresalon$,; oen_eulI)$ h.8l'Selt out as it ahe"4 

.«deftly turttoct 1nto ~ o14wontan wt'tll gol&!n h8_~., I not. 1-0 e.d , 

h~ ;01$0 ~speola·llt. bow' _~ ther '.G~:t, 'a.s it to sal'" tAh. 

; 'b'e.tqe4 110 lUe .. ~ ...... ' 

$11s~1nI I :W98' 910* soon at1ter ,davm b, N~'S.: ti .. r~ble, 

~out1n8: 10118,140111 wBk~ up peaoetuUy ka~e .• ne'le." 1nsl1enae·". 
, ' 

Btl~ ,e*lence Wb.~ l't 40es taU ovel' the hOllef) 1s moVing' fi\na. Slor~ 
lot1$.l~ theproolamatlon at sOmithtna1OU 'V$ ~orBotten anA 

tbousl;lt was lmpossible ~61n .. 

!b. trouble was $tsrt$4by l»t10hel.e. BELo'eme~4own the B,ta:lr.1 

im1ta'tltigU tonot OOQIa a$ usual ana, pilins l'Q..10n 'em ossa, with 

airt1 btlre teet J~t as NQne. wae a:rubl)ln$the t$.le4 tlogr •. 

. Sb.e 'sske4 'him tlQ'G 1)0 'tl'ea4 "bote, She t 4 alre<atl.y wotkf.ul., Ele uke4 

h~ watm'~8he Pf>l4 fox- he'S" work, .8tid, thie lnturpte4hert: o_ng 
Irome t()lj~.en+1eQ.* boy.. ,·Shfit began $ho\ltlbS" the 1top fit 

lte~' ,oto., ;6ftd tlll& we, whore I tfbg~1n$4 (folUlolo.umtess. ' Sh., 



'. 

z,g 

p~thw. '~olCe ~ r"6h~' next '!to ifrt/'40"l I even Wb.~D' she ta :sayt.ng 

Itlndly 'Ind ,Eltmlslng ~h1DstJthQy soul)«: l'~~o tbe, fOUlest 'tnsul,,~. 

fliut flhen Iho .__ $bOll~ )'ou te(Yl like a man being t. pW11she4 

to~ 0" 'orimS ~e d14n!t lm(J:l ho hG4 'oonm1~ted~ , 

.Jill <say th~'to atEa<ila".rel.... ,shouting, the ilUinunlng ~doors'. 

't!le c,el11ngQfnnamet!J and,sc~e~t1 Curses., ,Sose14om does s11en~e 

faUM@ •• '4· ~t ah1 moment it lISy ho bJjokeh Vrlth deltbol'a~o m~det-, 
. , 

,OU$en30yment .... tha~ ev.~Y day tOacJ:h$s you. a bE)tter tlpproC>lat,lon 

or It~ it f$.t/ b, DjnO., ell41118tlormtllo ba,,~leter: tit the fStaltS, 

m.ok'l118 Q FQ~lpltoUS:uip.bllns n01Q$ t'b.att111q the . whole bOUse 

ea' hE;) t.urtlStIl.' cOftlOl- -,nto the '8tra~ht;., crt W.ohelt pUShG$QpE)n 

c' door V1~th hlJ? .t.oot" , ntak1ng 1t Dl:~ against tho w.all. orth.~ 
~~~e.9~. 8;r1\1(\$ mtddGn!1 1, en 'h;emoto~$cOowt a.n4stU}as '~t.(). 

·th~ b,is rOQln.~ .'peoJ:l1ns' about. Notll.~l18 oan bQ »~e410·1ad.:' N~118' 

tb.Ia1 b$'pol1.te ~d qq Set M(i GVGnbmU.U1ns 1lOV/,,401ng her, tlq:k . 

W1liltyglY:. ,1ookinsafter ,.{ev~ryone .• : 'and th~,.:, aot .& lD1nl1tu,' lAttr'. 

. sh~ -11 be'sorQIlIUt2S 'hur heBd t:sttnn4 :tak$t\g her' own 'Son by hts 

neck" ~n e 'tllti gr1p" and siVlitS him great $$oke across the, tace. 

or 4ecryb?,g the h(JUSQ f(¢ being, 41:ty~4 dGgsn.rate8nd a e ink of 

ViOE;t an4 tor Pl71'ng her 'too 'mlitle. 1 . '. • 

. . :Some,tmes the m$'ntneQ open ila1tWllo\tsly,. with .1i6ti;t";IA:Z'().. 
. ' 

"rlng~ng a cup, of ste~ndngb1aok ,ooffee. into rrr:r room 4$ the s'un, , . ' 

CO~~ through. the Shutte~s ·on to the ljght· tUed tloQ1'i, '$nd the 

boUSe ,,1$ ~~len.~ att$r th·e ch'ld.:r.en have lett t'or, school, and. the 

daughters qn.4 t~a m.arqAe.ee have lett tot: workJ than breakfast 

ie ~apare4 and~ la1d to~ u» at a oQ~n~ of the '160·10 in th~' ~is, j 

~-- V' . , . ~. 
room;. &'nct bl= 1lI11U~ s~ts· ,wlth mesmoUng and. tG+.k1ns :t1h~1O 1,at. 

• f., l. 

~lt) 1l10l'1l11t8j. an. Nell$'s Shouting had $toppe4',j It0un4' 

t~re was ,.no J,ott,e' •• nq tea,. no' \lJ[ea~. Tho1,'G W,8$. tilth, '~'Vm'1'" 

wharf), ~~t)bl1d Dlfio 'was whlmperlns "1~ a' (tOttle,., .. end. e~_ '. 

J.\nge~at. (room., \'ihtoh~e ,6 retuge fer ~,t ffn~ 'ftlU ot Jl.l1(i'O 
I 
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b~shtng end: ~rubblng thitJga, with· thi1 bedo.lo.t.n$s811· OV-er tbe 

tloo~. \ Luo1ana' hOd 8()r$ to t~., I 'walke4" ilb'out 1Jhe.· hbl1$(Jt " 

(hll'sing them, $1l.,tltla1r« Stladenl1" thttt %"4 bf)com.e ~t'ot·tl\e 

famtl:9';;''''~~ ~t,..~. 'PG3:.'":pb illY 'D~e had b~t~wf!alL' '1:h1$ 
. "" 8$. ds~k' mean. eb4 ~ts trai1gely a:40ht 1:00keU)iU, Idhl if l:bltillfl()4 

LuOlana with eli the othf)~,$ ...... tor the bhaOl,., tho' tilth;' the' way : 

J'ouhtld.to~cratoh tor t'c,ot1. fhttn i Gall the blW trom :ebb villas. 
,stop 8t ,the end'" at' the path nnq Lu.~lanQ .$tap aown,.' Anti tt 'on~ 

0. ,0.001 stt(tSm ot the _entice, 8004 VI U,; at Siti "Iii ij &n nli!llJill itli $n] s 11'i­

s$el1B~OW into the~ gar49Ji, 1. ike a :SUddEm., inQtmtalh brf)f3ZEJ 
~~.( 

ttom tille' pf)8kS. V§:t etthe nl1at~" SWeBt1nQ Vlne~ar4Gj 'that lOQk .., 
blue' 'Eind 11gh~bX'own·an4 somet'1meS e;tey In the41$~ancr.e.~ and seem 

'. ~ \t- , 
to b~ $.lt1ns. ,~or G,cd to 6tf>pa~. ttlell., 1 $~ qutet· ana 
~~~ . . 
.~her wlt1klrlS neatly (\ownthe ·gra"f1$l: p$.t~* her hair' 81'S,' et 
~he n14e$jr hel' ·eye.s . Sharp ana. bleok, she w~s· 41tttant ·1l1kfJ.:,slbm()one 

tn·, apt,9t\U.'e·. The rooms. tl.llt allay asainj, -I>-inc) .st'oPpe·4 tv'hl1t111$.tJ' 

'1 went ·to tnG. kitchen to 'JlDet )ltr end. She bl4e ~~tea,j the best 

Ohina 'b1$n4 •. arid gev0 me he'f:(Jspooi~l mo:l'~~ 41shot ~rGe4 $!ttl. ~ 
.. ' ~4 gt11tllO" parsley .. en~ bas11 Oboppe4 

tomatoes S~ke4 W l'hOU •• frll'_ •• Iii'·C_ItIddlB~~lI"2. 
over·:,:thom. . " . . 

'tOl1 must beS6 ~'ii .She· 8El14, t . . 

... . 

~ .; 

"1'll$ l.lmch today was ~1._e,' thon an", I've known h"~ ~ 

.$ ,SUnday:. Whtn· there tUle uSuaU, .Viat:ot'$El114 oar. ~aw up 

ou~td4. the ~ont poroll m~ tbere 4r~lnoessan' b.Qn4 .. Sh~lnsS 
; ..... 

• oJ' , • ." ~ I I It 

and or$es of Wd~O()lQ$ I otten, $1~late4,t to hi4e,"blttoi' t~~11 
. ;: , . 

(eu4$'j the doge bark, poople I\1Il llpand 4ownt~o 'teps" , 
..... . • i r '. 10 

the· Oh#.14~en areex~lt.e4f the radio lsewttobe4. j > the .catS. ... 
• . ~~ ..., '1 

~ 

f1 \fa ot~hem, lnoluding a Sl1m. el~sant Sl8m.e$e~cJ1~~p '~4~i 



peopl~)t<iG legtl ~oraump on t'p the' table and stenr the ,sal$m!' or 

lick ·the butte~;, Bllt ¥1 •••• 'lllX- tods1' th~ Onlr 'Villl't~ 'wer. 
, 

Rosa anti '101'&,. "who,Bfe . t8a1~inbarb or $I' -the tardl1:j't1i14· boing 

Vlt.torlai s. ~nU4tG!l~~l1tanoots s1ator$~o get1tl.O Btld _tia,; \ 

on4 'Be' the1 l1V$' in Rome -that have no taark ~. the' ~aVU1Ga~ on 

tla~m,. 

'.' Ne·. t1ier" the mi1r. '·."o~. aa.-e. '. nor A~""ellna WSH ·bere~,tha·; is." ~ th. e I *' , ,..' " .M·, • r, ..' ~IIO . '.,' ~ , , .11 t 

twom.Q$tne"e~wra.klna elements Viet-e, Mas,ll1 •• · \!~ bas wClln'e4 

to tre lete17 that he *4 reell, $by or p"GOpl~ .anit ~. '6 Siltc161 I . 

, h$.r.sh .. tort to set 8@0r;J$tO tb.em, he u· alwato' thol ttlrdt up 

to bed 1n the att&rJ1oonj: leaving e,v8J1;ona GlSe 'at. ~ble. perhaps 

knoti 1 Dfl' ttl his 'mJste~lot$' enci bllnd-..asemlna 'war that they 'eea 

talk. and smile bet~ Wltbout him, Astor qe11ttai. She. t8k.S 

command otQllthe pract'lCal. th1ngO at 't&b1e.:·Sm.a.o1:1ng DSno's. 

knees whei.l'he won·",~ s~t, pro;P(Jrl1 1n ,hi$ ,oha~ .. j ·Sbou;t~·80rQSS- at 

W.ohe1~ Ul: her ~oaUh,,' houtJtm~t~ fa Yo.iQe: to eat 4e~ent:l,. an4tlot,,· 

to ~n$toh tb.~i -ore_:, ca'UtDg out 'to N~la to brlDs in,the n~t 

oOUrSE), temt)rk"lbg :011- thet$$18 :0.1 this and that" fl-.1Jh sudden 
, 

~pet1tlOUt1 818t1C$$ Wl4er. he~ br()\14',wltb .~ 'Qt, table tlt.Ji6 

18 more ats'1pl.1ne b.-t less peao·e·w t 

"oday LUciana WG$' . .In.qharg,e. SOV02nllns .~ ~ltlts,. only 
" 

18 D'ino ds.a tilers remaill .Q ·:traOG of the USiy, ·"mel will. but 

V1t1;0,;181'S 4aughtet'S were ·so .gentle f/i1;hMrf -that he: started to 

tinCl himself arD.1U1ltJS'i a .erown-up wtti: anti ettet be t 4 got us all~ 
• '. I . ' . 

l.6ughingbG even ate:afJ,oently,jlto keepbla ponlt10l1 t)te-<t.ual:i.ty 
~" 

tJ1th the eA"lta. ·The· table f$·lt qutte tl<1rut tram 'bh~ village,i' 
- A. 

'l11en' evarrone W~1'ltBW~Y 'quletl1 to sleep. ~ houae tell- into < 

t' • 

an ofterftocx1 'ClUedoe:." 'w.l'tb.tbe sun at 'Ita hot 'test g1ow,tnahoV:, 

1ihe cu~a1ns "".," the ~t;lnOh Wlndows stt~r1t'8 'and "billOWlng ottt 
With tbe slOW, ·0001 'bNG~e trom theseb. i~n ,OvGr,"boc11 baa 

, . . 

sone Maddalena put the ra41000 ~ul¢tly·., lUlU eftel'.~he ,·'tirst'· nofa~s 



h •. P. 

J/ 
I Ot\.tt1e.~ ~ t, t~.' 11at~nj . It \VQ$ Oa,va.rad()GS l'$~t~ on tlie 

bettlements ~t· sant ~.10,ftom;TQ$,CA. 61\4 MaddUena _de -.1t: 

louder ~' I .tla~J 4o$t.·;- ,1'.eall(11ns 1'1.4 ',~bme to listen,. '. . 1be,e 

was $ Urul tob tit· J.ll\.tSt~, ... l~ke 'ScJlietht~ ftonl bJ1oth~' \9or1.4~.. : 

w~~e' I ltd.ght'nev(lrbe$S61~~an4 then NfJU,4't$ l~m.OtttlhS: &tat'tI4 

'with.s dQibls' vengeful fotcGj. like (1 lredDa.'·.1be: 41flhol 

Olattllr0.4 tcogether ~lb, the ld:tohen, the 1.008$ valV~I' of ,tbe ;.tacSio 

ml)tl.ethe: "'ole'e~ ana. ·otOl1.e$~ra a blur when~er thet.e waS:fl '~r~esoollio 
~ t.he »ltOh tO$;,J,. . 

I • 

. 'Atta atet'o tha'4I1y..e·~ it:,lt haClbeen' ~range4 to o'olno itit;) 
Wltll the ·&.bsnecEtof' the, ,l!l!EChe$9. 'and ;ArlS~llna .... ~~ perht).:pI they'd 

. , . 
l~ttthe laousein' a ,htutt. at'tet thQY"a heard he we$ o,an.1ng~, 

.Ft'artCO appe~e4trom the .north to~ ~e1i tars hoi:l4aY1f, The .fwt 

tWf) orthfee dava W$re &1/elter4f'1~ a d $Ul.len,., but with -11 stfa~tJie,' 'J " .. 66'0 n" ,j '. _ . ,'~, 

ee.static :eltQltoireJtt: in the B.tt. 'Th~ t'Urnl_e enti the: 's:a)[d..m 
, 

()utsid~lookttl ,~te~lOUS~" $n4 :Lu.olan$w~nt rtound tho 'hoU$~ fJi'th 

g1dwlns eye$. 'lhO, ttaFJ!"SQ" lAna Allgel1nA 10atu& baOk.' glum t.\n.d ' 

mqt.e, find ~Jl8~lttt •. 11."'41, ~ete'4 ~rQrt(JO. . 1'11&. ~~he8a .. -Vjaj' 

,g~ntle tltid p1eas!\n~ W1 th,. 111m, wtEUio.Sftg b$.m. f.ji~ wider his'f}re+· 
" • 'I.~ 1...~ , 

bt'QWS.. w~th a,traoe (tf8t\m1tatlon~' .slowl.ytht glJl0t4, ,'.ntete4 

LU .. 4~·ana··- ·t·"IfiA." as ~b.eM;~ for tIi"·tn t:- . :0 .b&ck ,4t,ew ilea'";r.Wt~ . ,. 'I'er~ , .... , .. , ylt;P •... , y, "4UG"" D.Al. . 0 S ", .... .,' .~ .. .._ 

eye$llow~d 'nQ lori1e~,.· .She s~mn.e4 to 1O.\OfJ~~·t,h·~'~ '.~ su4d_n1r. 
, 

two :or" tbrae aaf$ bet O1'ehw wt\e· clue t~let,i~~~he. web gcne,.,, ,~ 'l 
[~J.na ~. to IIl6 in the att0m~ .. , «roo'~i.'n an.4·.esk·:fl1.tt{Il~·\·' . '- '" ,. . .' . . ".1>.," . " f ~ 

,1.014 &()~.,tl oatiS.ht tr,QJtl F. ~ .. (),. afl.asktl4 me., ~ou16tl:t'l,'.', :iri~r,~~··',: 
~. ,3ob ~ RomEt ilaneWhereijat1ytl1ins t.08tt>p 'her th1nklnS abOtl~ ) .:.-;', , 

. Ill.·m,. Tha't."dS'." we$- B.8.·a tarnt 11(1'"0\1.' s .• full,.'or tal·n Ei~d'i 10_, •... !' •. ~hl4.k \.' 
. .••• ,'J r :{ \ 

,01000$. In t'be eventna:t!he C:na Vltto3t18 'and,:! were ,$l',t~~g·'br\1 L ;' 
• t .,,! '), \ '\ 1\1. 

th$ rtldloJ.~t, ,I llt:tle table whete we 50mettm.efJ" oottfi li1 "~l1a ~~' 
. . ",' ':\t' 

:attfi)r.nOOll, with a O$nd.lf.J' alig.ht in the middle· tleo:aUA the'~ el~~"1 ~\.\ : . 
. : ' !; • \ . '\, ' 

riol ty·wa~t4il1!lg .• ,.aue to the. $t¢'trtt ()l.tt$1de~· '~TbehouSG wa'8~~ 1\ 
\ . ~ 

~,'\ /. 
. \'~.\ 
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~trao:r~tnar',ilY $1li~lLt.. the ~'n4t;t;t~, we~ t~ht· 4litltngawt ,t.he 

deM j .'sUltt7~iI':. "vtttQ1-1;El ,);itt4- been' ~eeP.1.ng ~l. dQy \l¢!cauae, hO~· 
SQn h!id ·'negleo.t$4' ~QX- aU ·t.he ,~ :ha ,was ·titml$.~pt1V:qrC)no~ asked 

harto '-'(1Qm.Q ,.~Q ·tbe.f$1,ty,; :nevl#' :Ejtaye4 ,in the. b()us~ wJttt il'f:',:; 'aU 

beQ$..us,e L"O,1ana ~la'.d h~ ft-v.-«f!'9 mhlutej ,Sl1e sat ~ ha~' ohQ~l' I 

B~':l.tl$ o()lo~ec1 4e~tgU$ 6n tQ -c'anvas :squarea '$1$ alwsYl:J6' her hea4" 

b'$n ,forwar4.$ ,o·tgtatettQ.1n rth$ (J.o:rner Qt' het' tnQ~i a I,.' S~$$ :ot· 

W1K "", &l:1Ii> b", ®S, .Ii de.,' i!t,4.n1l.t4"H 'e'-';~tt nr,w 6M4'- t'b,an<-' ", ,:.Oh· :nio" '" Dot, o. ,'.', - b, . - "'~ v '" ,:'i, "", iIP.""Cu~ae,;v 'QA-.,; ,W ~ ... ", "', ~ .' ,t; Uf." t ..... ' •• {04 
, 

tQSr' :oll1rtg 40wn 4ht4' Oh~ek WhlcJ1 She never' b~~4awaysC) that 

Luciana 1V(nU4 $~1'.: ' .And all tbe whUe .LU(i'lM'4 Qna~ 1 :~:,$ t~ 

ing :in English.' 'wh10~, $l)e.obuldn't un4rE)sttan4 .. , ,Lt:4clan~ ask$4 · 

me it 1t S()6mea ''to mG: that ¥$tloo still love4 her,e .1t· I. 'thOUght 

~lltlt': tJuch l.ove (; Quld ever,- ,diEt,t- It. it :looked to me 4$) 1t it was 

dying 'now,~'j Ii$t e1~$ 11e4 B d8tk ... oond,emne~ look 0.$ she tOUowei 

mt ._ m'lGW$:$, ... ~~ 1>.en41ng torwat4.f to 11s:t.n". not wanting 

to" ml$s my, VQr,diot:J, 1lb<>uglt.1 ,Si.lld he,t4l.y Qnyt.hlhgl ner:t&Qe w~, 

pt;11tlt 'than It,d EWer,-ee~ $1; bf)t~e.~h$h1W.~.h~)' 3a. ,ery pO~lltd.4, 
the $l~es~'ot 11.* o.hoekS mak~ng _ ey~s look:1 Jlitre pa,n$a ~ 

W1de-open.,BUt 1J!li)neVf;lfl :s,Ud •. 'YQut~ \U1h6pW-f 'j; ah~ $nOOk ,b.et. 
i' 

hee.4 ~d$.a14, ;'NOIf . ~o t~t 1$ that this fl8$: Jra110'(>"s laS1, 

\fist t. r vl'tor1.a itJ to !nOVO" ,ewa,.,toap100G. or her OWl1t., perhGpS -

wlth 4et- dGUg'htera .. end ~ Nture Franco ~iU gO to t~.Jl1( en 'his· , 

holidays" But'LUO'lenB (tou1dn't bl'lllg l1ereol;t to tell mG ~l.i. ' 
, . 

, For soma l"$Q$Ctt the 1M_x, ting$t' Of her-' l't1.al1t hand ~e.$ ,EJwo-,1cu. 
lJlooct.po1son1118':'. _ ,-' . - " \ 

up end, looks lW.: __ ._*~, Sll.ea."s .. tll8t, When she 113' '\ 

l'Q$tedtlnd hapW She 1$. ;ne~('l-r m. that $;~ he%' 'bodr went wrO~lt\ ' 
was beo'$use of thews1l She .felt lnt4'ldO. ' \\ 

\ 

tv1 th E~n~o more than i1e'~ own luss ot'-b1itl.ihe. lllBro:"'GS~; Is St\ID 
, \ ' 

" , ,~, ,-,.; " ,', \\ 

m\it~,.i ,The P4$81on tans through t~: hou$~ lnthe tew da~ thtlt \ 

F~nOo wat!, betel the who1~ liCUSE! 'IWS E!9statiQ,.un<let . its wo~t~ 
, \ \ 

\ \ 
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Noth1naeiae set)me4 to go on,; And evw,onfa; #t)~4 power~S8 

,egain$t'it. They gaze4 intoe(1O·)j. other'" $100 tor hours· on Ga4, 

.1t feemed,. At tabl~' thel ,Q$ver' 84~~4a ._ .to .,ther peoplo., 

\ ,t, .:Xt8' ,here toro& oe~d to bow othQr people, end "move their pOVl(4r 

\' \ 01' otmPl.G1nt $l4 edtlolem. It even$~me(i. tota$c'inate t~ 
\ '\ ." 

:--, r .'\ NobOd,' reall.y Wsntea t.o- sto» it'. even VlttoriEi Ville> .eat _ in .her 

<"';t'!~halr an40.1~d '&11 th~ ti.mfj.. l\te ~~1\9_ wes G.'bl~an4 weD. ti1S 

, i r; ·:·,·"I~t.eo ne~. lal<R1ti hini betor-e. 
, 

. ( , . 

',. .',; 
. \ . , 

, '. 
, \ 

'), 
.; 0 

J \\ 1,1· Gtaciucl1.)t Dlno _03 ha' olElims on LUtl1ana 6&01:n •. ' !a1oh$1e 
I' , 

!h8$ Q tiSht in th,$ "11~'ef' ':OV9i' tl' girl~ the S!h~e,~haG to go 
i • 

, 'doWn ·and settl.~. It;.. _la' c$lls end thereseeme to. bl a $llsbt 

SlOW ,Of tr'iwnph in he~' ey~$ ;&& She l.o~ at" ·Luotaa •• ' 'ih$t'e t, 
0, :,.' 8rlot;he~' l1t1tle ditine~~t'~ wl~h 4rlnkS. at the hoMe bah,ina _8 . ' . . . 

v1neyattd. With LUOiana and Mg&1b1e as suests:f. '1]).0 ;~I!!.e~9 
I t ~ l ~ 

continues. to SleepEUone. ,Anu _&lln. (tn.d her motbo%" ol@lep 

o t08etitGr as 'betOl'$.i It 1e deo,ldoo to' got. r1ti ,oj Ron~tb $nd lilli 
. . ' 

wltc. 'to.oOnomise·4, Soon the' St9.})eS, wl11b.o glithered. and tJle 
- I 

1 "'f : 
wine Dl4e' $il~ ;heoourt~4 at' the ba~k. Blgn.~ Fla.al 'hes been 

£4,way' a.l.l. ,t-bie t." star~' in Rome, tilth v't,~,atl two4aUghtelt$' 
.. \~. ,." \ t 0. \. '. .:' ~. .. 

Obe bed to bek~pt Ol\t qt ~t., while, the ~tiSion WaG 1ooS.ft.:, She 

c~meQ. beak ~o~ dr, and ~mot~! $he . ,is' ~o o1<i'tnet tho ll~Sl·Otl 
(,.;." ' ~ : : 

1$ one .pert or the storr enecl'AU ·no 1oDgo»" grBSp. zefldtU.ena lookS 

a ,hade mote' e~l1 mse·"" But then tho' oVGnJJ1Sa draw 1n:. A tire 

is' l~t "in t~ hearth. 'w.' ell sa·the .. · round ,t,. drink1ng:tbtit1rst, 

YOWlS_n_, thS' goofl atJ81ght to v- heaQ.~ And slowl:r~e '~. 
j • I 

c~ .. t'V$ 'again in OUt little ,4rttq,. ,na the boUS,e waits 'torQnothe~ 

1$.... an.4 ~tber ~10t1mS ,to tido14:., 

. , .' 
t1 'I : in. . r '.' I'" - "j ~ ' •. 


