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bg When I arrived(I noticed that the house was cleaner than
v I knew 1t last year. This 1s.due to the new manservant
\\palled Gino whom I saw serving at table - it surprilsed
mey> - when I came into the room from the garden. He was
dressed in.a white and blue striped jJacket, like the

/ﬁiuL/ silent manservant ome mIght Iimd—in a Rrespereus

/Eng&&shman_s,villa Ln—%he—souhh_o£—l$aly* .. He was the
first peison I saw when I got to the top of the steps.
There is never muech light over the dining .table,;and he
" ‘was’standing” just’ ag its ed -9 small, with a rather prim
Néﬁj',..}; mouth and crusading.eyes. ,fA great cry went.up from the
¢ e tablé,' from Marcetla, from 0, Giuseppiha, Stefanella
. Sassa/‘Fiqra Mild® and Mayrizio, and I forgot the manservant
- “- 4t once. Thé’ little boy, Carlo, is now eight and J-was
sﬂppaé&e&~tha% he hid. his head in his mother s .lap when I
‘came ‘in, thén ran half-way up the stairs in the dim light,
. and crouched there, watching me while I answered all their
-  t‘questions at the table.’ 3 g

I»remembermnimfrom last year-as xtmimxxxnxnixxmmas .
L)

Iximagihextke mors récruel. than shy, but now the shyness
0{ seems t0 have grown, and wiﬁH‘1t~a~ graciousness~f
§0meti?es£h Thﬁt s like all of them?”“‘*@niental Barbarians
. calls em, but somewhere each of them, gven the Count
- himself; whommost people iindﬁﬂgeavy-dﬁﬁiﬁgpid, ngﬁ”thED
, gift of grace: there is nothing benevolant about it, but 1t seen,
v‘ {V? ip civilise%{ like ah sudden acknowledgament of~h

" 05 of cibiliss on,mmznnxmzai STOUT Mg Btarts_again.
L c’I/ ve of{6én looked ‘at theéfr hands. Thay are thick and -

_ raod i arily heavy, very wide at the basq@tlike the hands
e of butdﬁers.
L| Only/ﬂarcella, the d@%ﬂdker1fe, ZRRAXRPREXQRXRBRIZRRE 1s
© 4  different, &hHd shé 1S the power of the family. Everything
, arts from her, and she can.bring -light. and darkness to
them just &8 she wishes. When she goes away the family
‘ . //relapses into its proper. ugliness.q People mope about the
“ ' vuy ‘héugeé nmervously, there is a sense of waiting for something,
/.. . the servants are hostile and rebelllious, there -are constant
o auarrels, arid I think only the certainty of Marcella 8
//érfwn .. return keeps .them togetherat. all. Under; Marcella's . very
/ " ig¢ool eye, sitting at the end of, the table, they become
violent children who are -allowed. thelr say byt, no more.
e ‘Marcella Has: lTovely ‘Hands, unlike them, and strangers are
. always asking how .she could have married the.-Count'and haw,
Kﬁfé' ‘much more than ‘that, she could/borne living with him so
.. many years. She has always been: disgusted.by "him: in bed,
" and- srbeping with him, which happens rarely, 1s for her a
- 'necessary penance. ., ; But she 1s.his-1life. ,.. The spirit goes
v -out of him Whéen she goes away. He is akmesk frightened
when she suggests a holiday- for, herselfi.. “And;An- this he
1s like the two daughters, who share his great Bamds and
nervous, . strained watehfulness, who like him have never a
momént of “inward peace, who have no s nse, of art at all,
. ”;}ke _BBREX ( creatures rejected bycGod;. yi%g alone, wondering
- _—""at all thé “mystery oa%—%herev—weaée@éagvthey are not part
PATRL of it, and often hating it. It 1s to her that those thres
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turn for thelr pesce. Only in her do they find it, and fw
thal_ 1is why, é when she goes away alone, even if only for pwo
g) days, they are half panic-stricken, it seemsjtheir feelings
will run away with them, that they have no form/whatsqsuer,
A" no values to hang on to life by, nothing but their hard,
=AY brittle thoughts, about the state of the kitchen, at what
hour to sleep, ithe time of the :next train in from R%me,
" and so on. It is horrible to-be with them when she ls
. away because they become, bad-willed.and rejected .children.
“‘They look malevolent and Lalf tbrokenp Iike Il tirrose—who-
aougli§he Wworks parder than any of them and bears

“\wﬂdph Rk all the worries of the house hold, and applies her mind almost
't --  'gyery hour of the waking day“-to keeping them all out of debt,
4 —and/spiclearly benefits from a hollday aloney): But since
- -* “ghe 1S thelr peace they cannot treat her witﬁ the mercy they
e hﬂﬁf‘ .would.give. to other people. . Especlally.Sassa' sulks when
=Y - gne goes away.. Two or three days ago, when Marcella went
) to Naples, she,refused -to say goo=dmorning; a«ad-this is
*,OU/ rsua Ty the—ease, s0 that Marcella/feel i n .
' o unbearable,gui};ﬁgﬁtia_ghe.$%¢awayaxaware»ofﬁmhb resentful,
»mite eyes that/abe walting for her. assa 1s called the

» = - - qw XA o

&w§%;% LInglese® by the famlly, becausesshe I8 tall and thin and
R h&s never had a mar.

‘This is why, they say, she is never
gay; after a certaln age virginscare néver-gay.”< Her
sister, Stefanella, 1s much prettier, with blond hair

. and a neat little face., : Young men.ofteén fall in love with
* ‘Her’; S0 her ‘company is less solemn and pessimistic than
.. BSassa's, and she understansiher mother batter. andsulks
much~tegs—wiien she goes away—and 1s muek less jJealous of
.. her enjoyment. Sassa_1is:;tWenty-nine, .and’ Stefanella one
©<- Or ‘tWwo yéars younger, yet nelther of them go#but alone with
. _ men.  Sassa has a long, jmelancholy face, not at-all pretty,
Ao yet BRBXRABXARXBIBRARGBXabRRExRBR3ZX her body has cool, gentle
.. lines, and there 1s.an elegance.about.her’ which she eould fim
L Veduly - midh-oubvofher—if—she—wanted—ta, 1if the spirit had somshew
.~ not been beaten out, of:her. .But—I=tmink Bhe i ‘Convinced
, Bs ‘she‘is'én:ugly'czmmuunkagunwanted by men '&ﬂéﬁfﬁﬁfﬂfﬁ?ﬁ‘ﬂhe'atj
\;:,w) .pays no attention t0. hefself at-allbutfis- listléss and ‘
ifﬁy; 7 asuaddy ‘canfhardly bear to make the effort of opening

.~ her mouth tq\spe%g;g_isxizaaacé@aah&aubééba&aeidiﬁé&a@ac
<~~~ - paacheacatiddedclthere 1s an $AA6383£38BEECIRACAGEEEC
spschgacacaga unfathomable, su@ dark apathyr in.-her which is
like the sllence of the sky. I think the rest of the
family made fun of her looks when she was a child and she
. seems now to want to cancel herself out as a.hmmsnzcreaturqjaﬁA
gu;ahﬂ%éi to-wiom Tt Is possible—totatk—end-samile, so aware ls—she
& \ﬂof Stefahella's prettiness, mbichcausiesidnescher a light
which dims her even more, sebding her back into herself.
Butlperhaps apart,from4M§rcella she 1s.the only person of
;..9uallty among them. - She hol@is-her own counsel. She feels
g%ge like the others, and the need to bec cruel like the
otaers, ahd—the—rredd R L someother—human—kb But
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resignation, a sure knowledge that no joy will visit heg&)

Kheﬁ—%hons—is_haba_lnwhhelhousa_LLJMMMﬁLammi_frnm_Sass&r-—
. ;u") ~Stefanella—and—Signmora—Marie,—the grandmother+ /The
o hat®ed/is bitter, sneering and murderous, smg—F&%I& 80 strong
p**“ /.. and sure, so deep a. necessity ln each of them,: that nothirg
_anypody could é&o—touid abate it. I have seen Signora
Wh(ff:Maria a small, fat woman in black, dusty, threadbare
Pt clothés down to her feet, sitting in the kitechen screaming
_ g,) with rage, her mouth in a kind of horr¥ste grin,am tears
J}Av"'” pouring dowh her face,stamping her feet up and down on
He &. .. _  the stone, floor as gshe -shouted, "I am a Countesg!"™ A great
T deal "of the hate and persecutlon in the house issues from
b her, and, she. tries to influence. her son against-other peopls,
o especially ageinst people whom' Marcella likes and offers
. j bospitallty, to. In this mezeagsc, Signora-Maria achieves
©° "V a revénge against her daughter-in-law, who she feels has
i .not been a gnnﬂ:anﬂ prioper, wife. - The Count listens to
fvu “~~ only half what she says, but nevertheless he has been _ ‘
ol sufficiently hurtyby his wife @uring”the last. tweniy years
to ‘hear tHat' “vo ice as_a_balmg-as—p&ty—fer—wa&%—bsﬁxnr
suffered.. Som peOple say, thsthe’ ¥s. too stupid to have
suffered, but that 1s untrue. Stupifdty is the gift
for 1nsulating oneself. against suffering,:and he 1s not at
insulated, but verz vulnerab
N Las year I remember hat Signora Maria often attagked
P auri/igdi the 'fourteén—year old 'son Wwho shares Marcella's .
grace and ease, and her. inWard beace,, He is slim, guite
* tall for his age, #%RA "haTidsomé 1A & rough way, ‘nd his hands
., ..are not those.of a butgcher. I noticed, very soon after I
¢ “Ygaw him for’ the first-time how 11itt)lé of his father he seemed
to carry in him, how rebellious he was, how guiek to
“ o .7+ understand,: unlike'the others; ‘'and'also 'there was a tender-
ness. about him.of which the others had not the slightest
<1l igpace. in - 'He' 18 dellberately rade to them,
espeé%ally to the father, and he 1s always shouting, trying
vt G £o¥dadge money or gigarettes,” eating ‘great chunks of bread
' . and marmalade or tomatoes covered with oll, and—poﬁper—aﬁ&
S i galty,and wheén' he'walks it 'i's' with' a comi¢ roguis slouo,h.
usually with shirt hangipg out of thre—bEeo1. . his
. Ny, ) *“trouars.éﬁ Signora *Mar ia wééialways complaining that he was
Afdff?fyj , dirty at table and.that his. manners were.nothing. compared
. - ~_.wifh thoss of his little brother, lo, “though' at that
_timey lest—yearp Carlo was.much more violent and bad-wllled.
- "If Carlo cried Maurizio was always blamed, and the family,
with the exception of Marcella and Stefanella, would
’ . bear—down'on him, 'calling him villain and seiddagcicacmc
koabada wretch. I noticed that Sassa ef—ten lectured
WV “him, &as’ '1f for the. pleasureﬁf exercising a little humble
power over someone eige-hRow-—shd—then, but the leader of
y—*’ the persecution, if that word 1e/-nipt too strong for it,
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7LQ*L: . was probably:séé%ﬁ)Signora Marias;/ FPep—tt—was—setd that
a1 v Maurizio et the Count's son, but the offxpring from
Y, ~yr Ofé of Marceilia’ éiigv ‘ff i i ) ar

1&/5////' e affa r%AW th &/ pea'sant 1living nearbyyr)



while the youngest child has the eame rat.h r loose facga
z : 68 SNe8sy—3 ~ide. Bo
Marcella and Stefanella tend to protect Maurizio, and for
. this reason‘he loveés ‘them-both,’ with'a quiet, &bsotrutety
confident tenderness. People say that the peasant wanted
.1-- = t0 haVe the ehild,; but that the Count ksd ‘insisted on
JIJOQ) keeping him,in-the—famity, after endless arguments/with the
- peasant rudaly bang®k the table ahd ‘mekirg—aii-sorts of
h. [0 threate&d; The Count has never been known to lay a finger
v;/?%“) - "f". 'on & chila” onbﬁ man) “and he' ig- either quite blind to
/ humiliation or has a, remarkable capaclity for bearing it.
'~ '»...He walts®forthings’ ‘to pa'ss’ ovér;, he always triss to keep

ou ; -he»nulw that there may be
; this. a-very ‘unustal wisdom ; e they sdy, no, ,
K f\it’zifs/s-l—n'rp‘ry laziness and moral ineptitude. M,I*@a-amw
"~All 'T know-is ‘that when aeafaeieasacscacagate ’

"u.decidg.
anéda I ever get indignant at table. because of; somebody

Lo Sgirudenesssitt 1g- He" who makes thet soot.hing, tactful
remark -and helps y,B%f back to calig-ané e
f—SeRs e—breaches—o quette Despit the fact

" ) t.hat lechero% thoughtsﬁarre in his mind from onepof the day
Jegin iwo-the. other; despite ‘the ‘fact ‘that he hoards %hotographs

of beautiful women ¢whieh he himself has takenf and fer—eil—
Mw”"‘ nI—-k-now poreel over- them for hour_s._in g y

s ,%-e—&—mai-e-}-,, ¢ 18- horrified“by dirty storles at“the table
and by any laugh about matters ef tne bodyeg -

: Wheneven prett.y young women come to,.the houge he/invites
(J ualt.- them erther to“look'at his phot.ographs, wnicn people say
'm’aﬂv‘:“f really are superb and of the most beautiful/f}women in the
o i . . ekty,Cor 81Yse *to pogé ‘for & photgr‘aph “themselves. He
flirts with them, sm-i—l—i—ag—meeze :ebe-a—he usualwé-&e;e;, &ed—i-::
B ge-n-’e—]reneae_ e

Ee.—a—l-e-WQ-y.e asks them to sit next to him at table, .

[}

et
constantly pats their arms, amd touches, théir hair.lightly,
0L~ Lgedputs’ hid hand oh their shoulders Usually ‘they suf er
,nis 1n/a~beweé-;—s-hy—w&y\, for after all. he -4s the.
vthe:-housey ahaugbaoacabadacaeaomdawé.ead'.atr.aeg “ang’ dw e_.er)
thet on thelir seecond vislt-they widd keep away. from

T ke

n/:. _.He algo asks -them t0 ‘come for a ‘ride with him on his motor-
MAT/ e-yele and 1f they agree, whicn they do yery, seldoms
5" '(@ost:of them'having Been warned &bout. 1t} he takes them to
a long deep-green field a few kilometérs “®e=tie south and
tr;ies to get them to lig down with him: all the months
I Bve spent in this house I have only-know woman to
21 go-with him; and ‘she had known him for som 18l yearso> He
"~ 1s bald and has white, staring eyes:and!a’rather Loose

. 99U ‘mouth,” atd b walks with his back ver'y stralght, as he

. ueed to in the mllitary processionsj > All Gver the house
| muwa,lfuz‘yow
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there are photos of him in officer's uniform. Most

women, especially the young ones, find him a little
frightening, amd—vuigery and Marcella has told me that
when he was young he was brutal with her in love, and
H“’ ,‘.47 that he kag alweys disgusted in bed I wonder whether i
TR is frueyg iht—he—worhruieds .
oo ba=E-Hever trust what-a,wife says about her husband —

provided she does_/ngt love hims Ff—she—does—not _love L Tuw
- e er. the pereonification ofa%}. her

'&e—’eecem'es he excuse for not having achieved her proper
. life. - . [T .
T e Tkes ' b0 keop on the right slde of religious .
... W dogma even,in his lecheries; and I have heardfexplain to A"A
‘WU) N young womenr—er—ra-b-her-—im&-y—%er—them\, how right and good
, e . fomcdbamalt would be to let him love them since he 1s sueh
{o o~ °) 7 7 an ‘important figure in the Cb.urﬂg;\ as kf-—semehew 1t would
IJ'“;O hrn‘f::ew), _,bring them nearer God,or at: leasglset thein akottumio—for

Zt::'bi‘:e--~ "The Other eve/ning I hear him telm‘og a pretty
English girl, .Jes t gide—andrranmEas hig

d\,\w’iw . fingers down her tnroat, &:e"é‘y ligh vy a:m 0 give her
dadg”. o, - a flrst te:nq:!:bng ta.ste of wnat he:Wwould.do later, or—any
AT s : < that she must’ngl

.-_be offended if  he: kissed her;,_ since:God had.madecher a —
¥ 'woman, ihtended her to be an object of love for men, the
...~ ,-mother of ;children,-the bring:r of.peace.and:softness, and .
“acaWaead:aead'.aekcad‘amanacaaaaanadgcaoawaaahaoareac&oé.e men ks
N » ‘behave: too ‘forddlly ,~ w# Hee
especially e theywm happened to be beautiful ("as you,
Y«‘Q ., my-dear,, ane"), and that-lt.was better-té risk offenge
"aleA ‘(ng(seizing the womd@'s head ss—he—aid andfp'crtre-i-ag a kiss
? L first, on her forehead -and._then on.her lips) ‘thdn -fail to
4 héhée'a_woman's beauty by calling attention to 1it¥F
[25—3-&&%5& ’ﬁe women rlaug?,Lbeca-&ee ‘they egn see §0 ‘elearly
t he has no power of love for—women, only localised and
_pe-ther dark needs, which cew{be .fulfilled quit{’easily by
“‘whores, and ugly ones at that. Sometimes his flirtations
are-a gams, but at-other times, - - 5
¥epy—er tic, I ve known him simply st.and in front of
a_.,woman—and'*s“tare”‘at”her* :

NS —i—thi&—b}e—bead, nowever man o le t.here in th |
6?”{;2,5” -2 gesgwdng toom.” i, nrf-/ap p @ °
- o ; ,The family laughs_ at,,%heee—-ﬂ-i—r&aﬁms? i"And Marcella
f“‘} S T iﬂot at 811 jealous, oT—%hemy anagaadraddcatatathnea vacans
itdoy o AdEGAcBeacEEa0dedaa s Only 1T ghe' flirted would® the family
! ‘Segdaite 160K up, speechlessly, wateching their beloved /fes
M(/,_ui»,”b g-oing_.a.wa-y——t;peﬂr themﬁ the footb.old of their ‘world’ cease@

o 1§

askedgher theiot.her day how"such ugly, r‘é-iZsl,e_gJS
“pecple could ever have 1ssued fr'om her, she -saldy ;It
because -they were conaeivad- withdut Loved " “Only Maurizio
‘wa's "éonceived in love, however moment.ary. + And he has

; ?e{ same peace, the same slight- driéaming beyondnese.



?Onoticed him this morning sitting in an armehair by the
hearth dolng his schoolwork, and for a time the house waz
in utter sllence. He was looking out of the French windows,
lost, and the room seemed to0 rest in its silende, sure and
easy, and I thought how none of the others could ever heg so
lost as that, coutd—ever—stt—easy Ltike—thol; Coukd—ever/ let
a room achieve such & peacs. In fact, th&se others seldom
:b’) git down for more than a few moments{- They walk about
, s quickly and awkwardlyy fnapping their short, §uick, sharp

sentences in their ugl§ voices. Eoacaddeaca taedghtac
v %}wr athervabhayasnwazalatav edvatavasayas&nangsavamﬂvaﬂsvavévaﬁav

ecakanabgcauédanaéaudc£oe¢a¢apacanameeaeaaanacandc&hac&égaaea
» he&ngcgmacahedaoa . e S LA PO
.I'Bsve seen a look of tenderness in Stefanella's face
..+ vonly conce:inthe last. .few weeks,':arnd that Was yesterday.
RikrrwRiz There were a number of people in to tea, and one
v www OF the?ﬁ; a! smiling,..aunt-like, constantly- -nodding and
surprised woman, alking to her closelyt %tenaBhefionedtac
L = .. EFatavaviNavav vavavghivdvanatheatdugyasaratagavavapavh
nradtacatacsa Stefanella fetched the" tiny, shining,
oM, compact. radlo .sheabought some mohths ‘ago t0/put—by—hrer—ac
witira golden argill and a green leather case no bigger )
a2Vi-o . than :a woman's. handbagi’ She plugged it in, :pufled out -
i& the aerial anﬁ»%he&:&e@an-ib—s&mw;4#E»£nﬁyys4uxxu+4xnkﬁmﬂy
< Llw g : -6 - (fcFomp it
lﬂtf~ turnlng ﬂials and pressing spring ~buttons. And all the time
: she played with her shining little box 4nd -the other womsn
clapped her hands together and uttered aunt-like cries of
-,#w) . .astonishement,, there.was/that tender, bemused,fshy look on
' her face, ugh as 1f§¢h¢s was all her own handlwork, %ks
. . something, toido with“her personally, with her ‘ewn 'prettiness
and health eveng)T Feres ; :

Lo (-no_dlﬁingliy_nr_aﬂinni_ai_all.L I- 40 got think -I- haveéever
W gseen her face 8o shy, like that of aLIgﬁﬁle—gtrl being priaesd
&7, - in front,of -too many relatives; fer usually her face 1is
* * gtrained about the eyes, hard, seeming to dwell '
.. =e-. .on hard sublects,.like show. much téa there-is left '1n the
i cannlster for the weekend, whether the dogs have besn fed,
L« ii.. whther she-hasitime.tofthe 1ocal town for another electrie
plug, whit,her the ‘servants’ have been stealing. Perhaps .
o . 1 that-ls why,.even-though'.she has-a’pretty-face and a tidy
figure ong,
SN\ avwkward, har breastsrslack and -her -shoulders
\\J/.rk : uen are never Very interested in her for long.ﬂ

\\\\\

LR, S W i4d- o . 2
bpﬁy/ \ of‘d&sgas%v—and_as_fon,J-; he tnlﬂ "ee%sréaybﬁﬁmdrTEFTRﬁm@ht
SV Y she Wwould'ngt bring forth a child es—aresult—ef—tove, but
9 .~ white maggots?,
A . e_sagd he 1% dirty and that the Siamese
T cat smelledwhenever it had Yeen in''his room for long (implying
M T T that %o &8/sexually perverted); wh;le—he—says—tnat—she—has—a“
v ¥, >mnind as; big.as his thmubnail. - "~ - - ' '
ﬂtdwirjv But Stefaslle has a certain outwardness which I like.
oy She watches other people, wants to know aboutvthem aadt 1s

very seldom gnvious of their pleasures. Perhaps that was
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taught her by Marcella, for it ig” not true of the Count.

In fact, she 1s so content to watch other people that she St
seems—ke- cancelsherself out, tEitIfE pabrt—innething,—slitting +&

: b the wall surfing &xparty fﬁr‘tnstaaee;-ﬂd never danclng,,
,v«)/,\,)'”f. y & '.‘:-- 5T : &N 5% aé//if gomeone hnad
ij breatned 1t into her ears during the childhood-sleep that

she could/enter into life like other women, havifig chlldren,
o taki€@g trains alone, payi&s her own bills and managiEg her
.. own house. . She'is. still nepA¥y a_child, at the age of
twenty-elghtg
~ . . whenever
house, an

here, but. vinegro e and orchard
. path leadiing .up to
when the 8t 1s no
; _builldings pf the sity;.very clesgh gnd still.

cannot bea
beyond the
her mother
.- Jv the idea o
hatred and

family .

”,_mww—umxesté’aag Marcella .and I. weré talkihg about the family,
e how rude they@a-&e—;«, how they e about him in
- (o) whispers, call him a lwretch) a filthymgeast, a /parasité,

k‘ﬂ} and how, whenever he came to meals they[made him feel a&eﬁe
ﬂJ(’TEJZA 3 But affter lunch yesterday
al thufﬁy 'he revolted and[swore that he would never] come back into
‘C%Lf O ~ the ohuse again; that he never again wantled to see sueh
AR poeple. For.there had'been trouble the hight before, after
(3 | Marcella had gope to bed. J. ca,e in and went straight to

+his room, withou saying goodnight to"anydne.- The Count
ran up to Marcellla's bedroom and told h r, first, that J.
/ . had, refused to [eat.dinner:with ‘them;-dnd|secondly that he
' had failed to day goodnight. She shrugged and said it (@ .
.. Wwas simply; the |result of.the way- the fam ly "had been

treating him. But noen of the family cpuld understand this.
- . They were.simply, hurt that he should-havk''gone to bed without

. They said it was impplite, having thoughout

bell, 'him 1ike'ra: dog, or ‘worse than a ‘dog, as a
" friénd’ of his s4id, because a dog standg a chance of some
kindness between theukicks. So‘after 'J. had revolted I
'sald to Marcell-, !"Tell them he ls nevef coming back. Then
at_ they have:dofie to the fellow. They will
they have been. It 111 teach then a

'“lsacaoac shook her head nd said, not at all,
8ay~that.he has'been rhde by not saying

a4 hospitality and that{ he has hurt them.
N en I asked her 1f‘they had. no sense of other people's

feelings et—=IT she sald, "No, none whatsoever. - They would .
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T %é aware of the fact.gém%—they were hurt.", They gre like
animals who claw anotherjone to dea ying witp him day
after—&ay—untl 0 live, then acapiadcacholc
beaameeca are not cowed fnd-ashamed, as animals cgn be, but
are simply sad that somephe has taken avay that m ving thing
they could play with day| after day. .

fnd w2 Mereskie—than added that perhaps it was best to be like
. .that,:aware only.of :oneself, er -
relying on toher people's meréy, but having little oneslef.
But I sald, no, there was nothing lucky about that, because
they must be unhappy people, being incapabale of love. I
' . remember she shrugged and murmured,‘'linhappy no, but neither
"wﬁf) very ,happy. nor very sad,jon one level of ordinariness all the
O timel’ Then she added as she.Wwent away. into the kitchen,
and this surprised me, "People may as well be dead as live
,li‘,ke;_ ‘t’bat."~ . Lo ' I 1y "

) AW

r

- ha )

I have often seen Stefanella staring at the floor, bent
Yward a little, seeming—whippedy smoking an American
...+ clgarette, her: yellow bleached 'halr .falling long down her
“." cheeks (in"a fashion that went out m=Z years ago), ==
fﬁ%) a terrible_ darkness seeming . to surround.iher.: i:There is.

% e something about the silence of these two sisters that is/fsaad.

-

-

:ﬁJ &WTH . they, haye neverhad.but of

kw

o == he—at : ace.. JIt 1s the silence of people
“eEo=ase regretting something, smwd something which perhaps
: . vthey have had
a few dumb intimations, issuing from the dark, not told them
wey_ in words. . [In.the Count there.ls no.sadness,whetseever, just
7 'ds there 1s le humour. He seems—te-go, through life Zwith
y;. bis eyes,fixed on_the_groung,. seeming ot even Lo know there
.7 is''a sky, excépt as an ideas And though he isjan impo rtant
e . functionary 1n theg-awerhe,..hé 1s not.in:tthe '‘slighitest
¥~  religious. His God 1is a hablt he has picked up over the
andyggﬁéwxeaqu as, he fIa picked .up: the habit of fliration.- There is
© Y7 "no beyondnesg in him.aﬁiigééﬁ$zgﬁve never seen avanaaa
acaentacyin his face)a even momentarily-reflectedf
“Joir That 'is why KIS company is surfocating, tO almost SVeryoheg
< and-1 awe—ofben notliced that a few seconds after he has left

-

Y\

/\% table to go to bed ¥isitors skew sAt better in their P

RS RS Ci

chird 8 and readiy-smiled for the first timgg whits—tie

L. —home HgE I, afber. DOINg 1M thie-strange, britile,
- "bare, friendless world of—wmmn—whois the lackey of his own

{‘darkthough§a¢,_ , > . , e
© T Or-a—wey— ‘ tatgh,—who turnfS the world into
. ,a chicken-run where: he-.clucks. about achieving nothing day after
- " "day.  Last year I remember Marcella leaning over towards me
. -and gayingmgeahaggameaaacahacaaheaqaﬁéeabhéacamgea‘as he
* "~ opéned thé door into the room,‘When he comes it'1s like death
passing over  the table.... You.canisee everyons-go stiff and a
bt afralds ! sald st kB RS. _ . —
. .. Bt £Very day, when he comes- infor-ldnch, He calls‘é§%£::>
"his younger sonlland asks him what he has been up to, » pats
his head.and kisses.him,'looks’ surprised>fhe whites of his
eyes showing and his mouth drawn dow wllen he 1ls. supposed togs{.-
and sometimes he pulls him on:fto his knes &nd TeIls ~

A"




A 9. s, his chin 1ifted
story with grand tnaatgicalr%iizggeo&t his r's, depicting
up, 8peaking rhetorica s%,that the child" staﬁes ﬁgacvinto
reat men, aRe—COoWrEES T gavadxvatira
dar es/tt * nagamvavinavatav
breakling the egend. Anﬁvugagiﬁguaiata e 1210,
gaatardagvavanangvhnavan&gév v,ngpgggfziggiﬂgfhe wanted to
——+the..older DOy, ‘¢ came—in—la"ﬁ‘iﬁsana with whom.  Fzm Yesterday
<+ kndw “exactly where‘heigaill: e and. down; by. the, fountain,
&} Cxwwel vas a feast- day, in tneh? s &% wiady wooden village-hall
“-eviwhiere 'here are: a Tow hou g"’%?L].ec‘l:.ed soon after lunch
and a petrol~pump, 8 CPOWéL Hourizib wad wﬁ@ring nis first
© for games"&hd Gompétption man, g friend of Stefanella's,
suit, borrowed from g rich youngll ?'The olt fitted
(“JVWHOJhappens’to oe abnorm&lk{rim:as.frayed .at.the-collar and
perfectly, but his wiite S k tﬁa&vuhanahavan&vanaaabava
ba o ttghgfrzgédtgge ig:n’ ggice it.was so hot, the
00 (o] e '} ’

ISR jgcggtt n 1 Hg ohme- back’ after dark, when th? fireg:i"’é{:m ‘
were over, and dropped. stralght into akcna Ei azh cana
moadariAticagas than the” ¢dlint Pegan asking m he -
quiet questions, Had he .been danclng? ..,at whose bouse

enfd-what' girls Wer'e! théere?'' did He ghjoy 1t? hadlhe eegad%
drinking, for he looked so tired? how.many. g assgs %,
oo wdn b The. taken? %and when’the boy told him two large goasiefor
- shrugged and sald, Well, that's.half-a litre, enoug
-7 .a:small boy. ndot'dded £0*1t. ‘ *Then he glanced across at
- . Marcella, with tne yery. slightest of:smiles; at.this moment
x gzggffzgfiﬁhe poy'e- life, With' no self, only fatherhood,
Ag murmured, "E sbronzo", - he’Is drunk. - Maurizioddld
. ¢oot denyyp only.put his head a in his hands apdhiawged.oom
d\ Then , suddenly, he got, up.a d%shed awaywtoc St ec?ews’
%N . wwhere he.slept at: once. 1ike ‘the way the' Count s
“ %\ up his face when k questions,- as 1L ha—eaaae%15n4L_
i st It ?Fnkg‘p1601ng fogether a world he

T left lons,

as,Lf it, davall a-slight disappointment,
alI
And £~ 1 being no. lohger s world" governed by noble people. An
e notiged that when the grandmother,asked, hin who..had won
t.be greasy-'pgole compete'tion, he shrugged and murmured, '

"Oh, some wretch..., and_ then. imltated, in the u-llest

, i, Ways possible,” tha adéents’ of "the _beasantsg
I think it must be. from him that .Carlos
. .=w hassledrnt his. Wondérfil mature gestures, a

“the:11ttle boy,

s 1f he were-
myelr—otder—and had an 1ndisputable place in"tHe world.
i Jmhezcounthhas*taughﬁ‘him Pridé in himself, and I remeamber

how one day not long ago, the childirushed in"from“the

~, oo Kltcheniafter: Gino;'the-gggservant,.aad told him to come
' into lunch,. and cried. out with.tears:in 'nis &yes, ™A servant
must inever -speak-td me like ‘that."  The Count forbids
Marcella to lay a finger on ;the: children’, ‘and it is easy
e oL oEOT) them t£0.or'owbeat Wim ‘and confuse nim. I have often
heard them shout at him, .and, then,he.grows very- mild, trying
. Jto calm them? @swr, “a little afraid, for this is bthe.defiance

Y They -have' no" f&ar-df" hiq,
when they rezlly get beyond themselves and

- ang-

like deviis Marcells takes them into another /



roe L ' thrashin
6 Count oshnoil-see and gives them a a 8
522‘3 a can‘é, then promised them. another thrashing ig they
tellenyene about it. They fear both her an ot
Homcaddas Setfanella, because they get beatlngs from bori.
fhe posilblbity of a beating gives thwdvaidvevaataca aé&attle
\ tough edge to life that they/sreat, and 1 have seen gge hi'
JVw& boy deliberately annoy nis mother at the table, put ngi‘ 8
! bare, dirty.feet up og.tpgﬂtapleqlpﬁh,on‘balaanins on h i
STt enair, 86 that she will give him'a cuff.  Then, after sbe .
nas done it, he.comes and cgurls up 1n‘hls;cha;r, at her back,
witn hls hands round heér néck, and usslly falls asleep like
that, and stays there until Stefanella puts him on her
© ~gnouldets &nd takés him up to bed. But the Count 1s a

loving outsider to them, and they, tell him all sorts of lies,

NG sometimes”ih cobnnivance with Marcella, knowing how credulous
X he cans De &7, ;,.."'f" """TL SN EIE i i
: -« + Last night’the 1llttle Yoy dnd I were- the only ones

</, pt table for dinner,,and all the time.the/played: the
“/padrong;” talking to mé very -politely, asking if I was
enjoying the spaghetti, calling.outito:the servanis 1n .
¢ i -“a-loud; commaghding voice, his little chin pushed forward,
and making them cpme.fgrgtutgAmgjto_ask;if:I'Wanted another
anc . e CHelping. - Andttheéy obeyed him. Towards the end of the
dinner he called .out .for—the-last-time to Elsa, Gino's
s, w0 s. Ywifey a‘'small, ‘reslly animal creature with a man's voice,
and when she came to /the table she leared ovérthim and said
Sow 12 guietly, “"Remember you are nine and a half, nine and a half,"
‘ but nevertheless she gave him the number “of stuffed tomatoes-
el ruohe asked for,  with ‘acac some oil and sauce, and she joined
in his game, though. it -was’npt-entirely a-.gdme for her
. 1, .. because of the way ‘he -sat, so authoratitively in his chair,
v his back quite straight, his-eyes clear' and 'black, never
ZLL looking up at her, but assuming, like all those acaaatac
_~) used to leadership, thatlpw would. be. obeyed/to the last
Lt ﬁMC%Q-_detail:w”“Tﬁen*he‘bamez1nto mg room, which leads off the
. dining room, and told me about anvisit. of*his ‘to Ponza,
. ke, artoverg-lsland ‘three hours boatride from Anzio, how he
had seen a great shlp,. the Cristopho Colombo; én' its way
. . .. 5o America,-and - how the driver nad throttled the engine
of the motorbaot as they drew near.to.the’ island shore, .
iﬁjJ . and how. sm6othly" they,swerved towards the langd, bobﬁ?iag
up and down slightly, amtd“a sea utterly blue, the <
rocks showing a strange réd under the water, soft and
-« shimmering, and the great_ ‘gr and—be .isiina reaa r G
IO ;g:§e~iﬂ@shumped before them.. He asked me whether London
. also an island in the .sea, as .Hé had“‘Heard, and I sali
‘No, but it’hds a riveér? asndcataracarachoatac and bo:%sd’
g0 along it. He wanted to. know whéther theée boats had
_;-Qﬁsines:ézgi:I‘SaTﬂY‘Ydsf' He nodded and murmured, staring
C h i} s ’ A 1 adhat : -
ﬁheyﬁﬁr: m°t§r€°az§; ?ﬁvpps sllent and hot' rtom, "4h, then

-

. ats - .fe ?) scialuppe?y’
:h331§§ guﬁned towdrds the.wall and Went,to“%l“b;'g?geafter
e e nia drifting, oarless &oubate rowboest /on the calmest
est of rflvers, between meadawa £i% ds And trees, |
oy /pillow, my

wi 3 (- 1A } 1w i
fegzless.and wnpeopled. I leaned back on
up 'On ¢ ;_e bed, andg ‘P'e&dk s o Lo

enities
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> _he.would no 1
When Gluseppil

11. ‘

: , ‘ in for her supper, knocked
MADame Bovary, then Sassa came ]

ony my door aﬁd carried him up to bed. he rest of the
family were out. The Count was at the a2 with frlends,

and would not

be back until the last train at midnightg)

ard Maurizio was at the clnema, where a musical was showlng,

and Marcella had gone with Gluspplna and Stefanella to a

house at the back, egpky fifty or so yards away, hehind the

vineyard, where they were invlted to dinneplggd drinks.

_ While I was reading, after Carlo 'had been:taken Off to bed,
A ) I heard laughter and music: coming from beyond the vines,

W%/ and I thought
- ULJ& and abandoned [ )
" / giience in the house, something ‘very rare.  The house is

pratality.

the'-cool alr,

‘how this‘sbund no longer made me feel lonely
, as it used to once,/ There was a marvellous

capable of everything, has known everything from sadnesgs to
b r« [The other day Marcella came into my room at
//’sundown, after I had opened my wiagewa shutters to let inm

-and leaned out of the-window, looking at the

peach trees, with everything in the same unqustomgry'stillness

: le and -sllence,- 3 - .
" and sald, "I love my house, you Knowe.. It ’2s true, thes

-~ , 8llent pauges

like thé:sighing ofAthlngsy

‘N

kK,

make one:love the houde. . [1 reimember last

night tenderly, how the pillow felt agaln my back, how

: I and the bBoo:

k and the silerice and the 'slight wind which

went through the bushes just below my window were _all one
dream. J < wés-in his ndomy-and I tgink he had alrgady

gone to bed.
Marcella yest
him hot food

. xlslotrs, she
he can't do t
i« ,Marcella .and.

He never comes into
brday that if she fel
into his room, but on
bnger -éat with the othe
na, heard this, during/tea, when there/were
sighed and“shook her| head, "No, no,
nat..." And as they always.do she

baid,. "Yow-mustn't 1ét him do thatee{"

Marcella answered sharply, "It ish't my fault. . It's the

o .fault of: your
A friend of J

mother  énd -your brqther. " I've ‘dong my best."
ohn's has given him{blsuits, a little burner .

to heat wate
plece of che
all.-day .in.:h
he would onl

..o¢. Gining room.

radio is), if Marcella,dnadaver cdbaracatena Gl

on, a packet of tep, pears and peaclhes, a large
ge and a can to dr
s ‘'room: without s¢ejng anyone. He
come out into th [main room (drawl
n one, where everypne sits’'and wher

I were ‘therel alones If ‘he wan/ts to go for a Wegllk he jumps

out of his wi

apapavavhuavahaveayavg uapavavav

appearance pf
Last night
opened his
plate of-s
. but perhap
because he
5 th@ family

[N} [VFN

to v

[

ino, who so far ha
oor quletly and wi
hgetti on his tabl
dtacacasadreac Gin
knows what poverty

by = apart from Marcel
geem 1o replise his absence fr .
out of thefir minds.. ‘He is'go Torg o aple-.

ndow on to the gr

being closed, so

shown him only clonetempt,
h.a smile put down a huge

. J e cannot ex lain this;
is suddenly sorry for him
eans. The other members of
a dnd Gisepinna { do not

) . He . has passed
‘longer’ there to play with,

ent hatred on, he no longer séfvef & purpose,

1



- 12.
T ao he is for
the grandmot
incited her
been silent
of his wifse.

otten. Marcella foretold thise. In fact, only
er, Signora Maria, made life bad for J. She
on against him. Otherfvise the Count. would have
nd geoaeseanaeacheatada stayed under the influence
Given time and patience, she can win hlm round
W to anythi ecause she 1ls wlser a d more calculatlnge.
Cs " lis attitude towards has changed a great deal since last
/@} ’ year,, and I am quite sure this s due: t a&eﬂez He no
‘ "fdﬁgéﬁ.wat&hes_ms—as*he ] “and he sometime  tells me
confidences about other people,,especially young women, which
1wotild ‘have been impossible ‘before.” I think he believed last
year that, I was makling. love either. to.his wife, Who 1s

Mrerds

N
'k§¥yngnear‘y twenty Years older ‘than'#e) “or to his daughter, which
4 __{at, least/pas feasible, . I .remember how semetimes he used to
‘ “Yfollow'me about the Topse. and how he would always call down
to Marcella, ané=me 1£)°WA" stayed, om-talking Aeaen the others <§’L
/' had ‘gons to bed. " He hated to hear us talktng.in whispers,
- in the silence of the house, and,K God -kKnows what

‘Trp he imagined in the dark of his bed. Now we "stay up.talking
\Sele . until the early hours, and he:never once ;call b out to her
.Y v $'riat dhe must get some sleep, hat she!wlll bse fit for noth

. An the morning end- that 1t is' t right,(itﬁiségpt right.
LSoteliow Bhe” has eonvinced him 6f the sillness of his fears,
éﬁ%a and apart_fromn, that he .has: seen; me. withﬁyounggwomen £rom—t{rg@ia—
s and héars I Pm attracted to this one and not that and
R . 80 forth. _ St CLoma A¢ r
se Lot Upaping the" da& T3 'alwa Zs given Stefanella's room to
work in, and. this was  the/ last: yeare , It ?lways palned
9 Iipig then;~ tha't I should’ be going 'Lnto the womers quarters —ee
to—spe&k7 with my young. .manhood,and;usdng - -thelidressing~table
a8 a‘desk,and sleaping on thei ed after lunch. I worked
LL“ hard last year and,. went out very. little,_so he had more
¢ O opportunity’to imagine me up to no good/ I remember one
evening reading aloud from g book, alone: inker room, and
ipegliging after a time that an§%ggﬂggggide ide weuld—he—ablre—to ¢4
hear me.,  Stefanella.was lateVthat eVening(iﬁ:fromuﬁSFE?-twv
Epf-—he—araPApt—Knos thies I heard him walk along the corridor,;
and .pause outgide my door, listeningeosi.I stoppsed reading
)

. ‘ﬂ‘* aroud, ‘and *“wondered whether he thought that S$e£&n€§§g was
g¥9$@} atene—in—the—poom with me, Aut o4

past—her-usual - time—ef—coming—in, &ﬁ:f decided to find out.

I got up, and, Wentlacross ito. thevlaymtorp, which 1s opposite

“her doqr.; "Hi§ Bedroom 1s at the end of the corridor, and

: as I pasged across I glanced,ito my: right: and sdw:him standing

- ¥ there,’ @y& buttoning his shirt in the ‘mirror acdcstacdda and
at the same. time, staring down the:corridor. . aIanocked the

Lm~~' lavdtory” dodr, ‘then heardiwalk down to Stefanella's room, =<

ter 1t,fhvakaghyv then leave agalnd and go. back’ to*his

s bedrroms’' - After atime I came out and" returned to my desk,
and I saw him standlng, there as, beforé; watching mei) -

,: "I 8 gr‘!-?';" R Ole 3 ong ne O rgor O-OK --; Fop

o:-;.* to make s o that we-weke talklnua one—tLiogzether~

(/V; - -
yBut 19d1d)nok, end there. I heard him walk down to the

o lavat T¥s,, ook inside,,than he..suddenly ' pushed opeh the door

R my room, 1m1tated a look of surprise when he saw me and _

began fiddling about: us.ela88§ withusoue'-cases: on the: floopsy.

'

3ol
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, Hhotor At fobban s Al o el
. l . Fy 75,—‘*,9 —rt % /v ,
""" td a;Zrmqa&%é—sare—é;at-he_%heaghﬂ;stefanella was
/leﬂa somewhér e ErtiETr—imrmy—poem—or—in—the lavatory, and for
v T Y e that rtason he decided to0 try both the rooms at more or

! s the sams timey—sothat—there—cdy ubt what
%’4l4k‘c . ;ﬁﬁ;;g, Thus, he judged her as a whore in his own mind,
T though she.1s not at all a whore, belng a virgin, as I have
- gaid, and a woman rather disgusted wrth the body. He made
her serve hisﬁpwnwdankness._M”At_xha.mtime he could not bear
§§32yan#ed to

Ve
>y M* | y 5
o |2 s4m%rﬁ1xnﬁﬁﬁf?ﬁ??ﬂﬂﬁﬁ?j?ﬁtﬁg*on—- 3h&e~wee—mes%£y—hfs—ewn-
the darkaess; DUL NOL eNtITely SO - Last year I t ht him a
2 kind=6f monster, creating the® world in his ownﬁ mage, but now -
- T know thdh.,ls Aot true,-at—teastnot wholly es=BoCause
. lMyod verv—o ert—e-—hil begh -proved Zh n he -pasg RO
bﬂjan ¥ ever—ghoant—#is-daughter. At lunch last Sunday he was
ﬂLf“Z N ;j(7 gg;ki-g to me about a young ﬁoman who lived in the clty with
) L 42: . fier mother, and said she was({very Italian indedd) that is to
2 say, tintelligent, paggionate and cunning’s no one knew
o how many men she hag, she was always gsecret in her coming.
afﬁﬁ .and ;golngs;ishé was-charming toveveryone and gave the
2 impresgion of grewt sweetness and good will, but she was |,
i 2t capable:of .embracing a man.on Ménday evenfng -and not p. . fot

"> [remémbering it on Tuesday morning, of making love emeeg out
bgo“”igfj ,,.ofgg’whim and then: fveyatvataga #id Yo ghvascpasdiage Ahac maacaigha

‘aqdcataberacdnde ladoking eaneeeﬁ%—ueaa=saé 1ost when the man
,.~suggested a .8econd time. : =

k said one evening that she wanted to sleep
Zﬁ?” Jdownstairs, he whispered without“my h

in saring that it wag_on
because she wanted me to seduce her . When—Maree:

-y 5 ‘343 95

VR . ! ke 4L97A~ -’/Lemv; ey QQ I
| mwmmwmm&m %) AESTERIPPERAAT
o, Hesiraeddsc gomomdecEe goaB . 0 ¢ et S e

Bﬂﬁvavavahavéngvuravasav&nasavavaﬂmvaigﬁauavaugg
, beatanjgadad . . O . - L G0

am Bure he ¥\
how one day
her- 1ife
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H Yet no sooner have I written these words than I feel

agaln thast he 1ls always 1h a terrible darkness, that he 1is

a kind of monster, and that his suspicions are never right,

because, springing from Kis own darkness, where there is no

- alr or respite, they are|never about the real world, never
about other people, onlylsymptomatic, like a running nosg#

The young woman he spoke about Imst—Sumdzy, sayling she ~I
wae 1ntelligent, passionate and cunni gavlg mvery much alone,

keeping her -own, counsel, fthe kind of pereon E- Y~
would go 'to witld Sepbrsts  Shé is tall, with dark hair

Cahe |usv o naturalariggs, and, acaag@aoacad:‘aoaaca@m@&%omca@hca@a
) adacaedpgcie < arcl
thou%h %er facae%is full of movement, a?ueada&.&g emiling-a:nﬁ,

1L qm:k., her eyes aza::eﬁ&&:emd ‘sSeet- trapped in tﬁe]\face, as (m

: suffering in other people,l*rk'e-—t-he—smeﬁr-of—g'ea'tfr_rmd—m
(& vdrawn to W catastrophe like be 6334__ S

-PMJ).-\“,;O " E 5t vy, pouti‘né,,M- faces, like
. eople in an unspeakable plot \the r pleasure deathly,and
*Wﬂ J-frurneR—i, ./ SFrom Riora; a' faty ‘pale) woman who Ipives in
a house only a few yards away, on the. otner glde  of the
iag oNineyard, and.who' had noiIOVe#,ﬁOr work, only the hours of
e;eaﬂ::day‘ to spr-ead before herself I:i.n endless tedium, #e
me—-poor“little excitement in—the—endiess
dasz.,,_and,_hadvé.ngma——gooé~b in, clear and ebrewﬁhwill make
—tHe spark; for any malice’ tha - he-s—to—flame—up—out—of—the
0 She usually comes in for tea afitem—fiwe in
. it {Bbe afternoon, jand eke is vitually one of the mam family.

) Her/zi:;;:re/is/_hare 7 and when-she speake against people 1t
G g DBS ecial*cuttingltone“ Rl g een ve—from—m o

uu-l-— life Aheg-.refused herp

oo o8 g just - wha‘t‘ 11: has” g,1Ven Ln bount¥’to other peoples
24 F—W’{ ?ﬁ I heard her say the y_other day thatsNaria was Yig't(E0 her
k 1Et aTT DeautifuldAbuwh=tsst sh6 had a loose mouth, too
/1arge and open, m'ttQt her hlps were too wide; she said
ks st as though she wer'e ‘killing "her, ‘with a limi—of swift,
g "=, “hungry revenge. And Nonna says, that, while. WC
}};eﬂ .:r‘"’“‘ 4 & person: ofi disw, yet also she is a lit.tle sweet,

W*’“ ' perhaps a littl 00 sweet And .other people’say, Oh,
NS wMZaria«’ is too/artificial 1n the vy, she speake. 'm?

)
*



L

ég;ﬂadaﬁadééaﬂaﬁadﬁ&éé&ﬂﬁ afpdadedadsdadadd wheri sheflggge
for him every day, but thg alr is empty of any sign o - té
that she has to rehearss hjer words and her gestures, 3 d S
nake them oversweet, lest [some of the pain well up agh n_
i1nto hasred for them, the|ones who are ugly becauig ey _a
not im, that 1is, all % ther '‘people 1ln the world. ( %

ng _with- her and talking t© whe

€ there is calm g i—eb oae—s —pooms-_Wha. we
: AC ALLE **~§ﬁ£?€ a-certs eﬁﬁEEE?*a—efnggg;

Qﬂmﬂﬂu: FT ; ' ané#we een speak tp gach toher
G“””} ' —Ewith & - fhtimacy$ ‘havin lgpthing to lose,

without<§hg shame, knowing that the screta ggedsafely kept,

| _p&causé-the  other person: o7 " 'Sémetiimes .we
oWhere she llves with her mother, and we sit
chutteérsge 1n therhot- -half=- darkhdam';ﬁgs%heléﬂce
with %he yellow,slight gleamin&h%,nes oF=—FFe—sun
b4 Anhrough abwesn the Shutterislats,, her mother pad@fg
ﬁl‘% . softly across the stone kitchen floor, bringing cool drinks,
Mw”‘aea ‘ngcahaCLgoing\to thevréfrigeratop; -dnd ‘at—eter—tTIEs

= yhen 1t{ds cool and the sun has gone,behind the curved,.
- affooth blodkrTorflatd ¢lose by, leaving the &pace between
n shadow, we sit out on the verandah on,canvas, chalirs, at
., /ithesfoot: ofistepsi Teadding'down from the kitchen, ‘everything,
about us ef stone and cement, xesz_new,qcutFOff from the rest
of the city, a great static*is §land like a )
memorial, with occasionalVawnsprsquars), excellently cut
and ssmall $ 'and ‘ihéré and there young trees. The moment gomer Y«
enter# this stone world of £lats through a gate,snd along a
.1 8pecdlal rogad;,” there 4g! & new “&:601neds ‘anid qulet, and the

noises of the square guéte close Dy. fall back. ; is =0
: +/ 3 df ferent-from this'‘Housey wiherd tie noise 5 net—tang >
L after dawn, with someone rushing-Gown the stairs,:.making as
- ,) hargd a*sound _asrposiible; wisth & revengeful

. with the deafening cries‘of the ehild Carlo
fb’z K “‘callingroutixorﬂemmethihg or'4Pguihg, er WESR the radio turned
/////on suddenly at full strength,_on Wbk Elsa- hhe, sTemgemt e d
shouting farxher gor™to @bme 1&3%
hers,bn gs Erhre THAE ;

hat deep, dry beast-voice of

tbor, but 1f ongedE dreams have been .
e full of grieving, and
then (thesge ;noiseg-are only:tgifresh
Ly iis%:lt” keepingothe wounds open for the day as webl as the
g . M ST Spy f-:,l,L oo
" Ac £ acdaeeaagoaéamamdcaeacaaaaamaeaeauaaa@adasadéc
told me a few dayseasu,that‘she‘could hardly bear
- talkingrto.the Count' ‘and’ Hated 1t when he touched
her or asked her to come out with; him.for:ghalk or'on his
‘,emotor - = And wheh T ggd that he had €alled -her

ligent, passionate. an ¢ eunning?} she'sedd answered that
.~he only spokel tIike~ this acacrdar beéause o

*K%W&B—&—&%Hp*d
2. hé“Wished to give”tne impression

. of:intuitiva- gifts-?..

whereas he had simply heard;someone use these WOfd
. g about
_..panotheriwoman and had" aeecanéeaéa .decided to use>thenm

b d v -'_

\
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’ ;mgr ted a
™ h&:ﬁg&éﬁhg Opportunity She sald he crea
& gg;glioé;ed world, - _where women had daily secret assignations,

..... - 3 = N 1 2 ~HalD! @ @it S 8.5
aharesdesdgcrenssElve a2 GHes8as Racas ynaera WOl J = =

- - = o
G468 REE-C Wk o Way o U W =

’ : méant-nothlag fuge—and-
dﬁkwwxﬁfi intrigus, whers appearance was 3&&:;5 strictly opposite to
A & 3 v thento-be abls to

8 REaeIT reality,

n

show of penetrating o, HE, does 1t like
onjuror's trick, and’ Bt Tirgt ene _ Tealise that the
World he.has_created, ;g daagef Au_“.{Haﬁiﬂg;sa;p”tmyr

:\.:-,-'- & v,. 'Pl P : vg- 11 no [Ie g8 a SAC

'i‘ <3 o » [ ;A

LA U U J 3 I . i L A i1
M - x-)’é' =} “:~ = : P’ 8e »MW T C’ )
A ,vﬁ4 : .. He ceglls, her‘cunning/%ecause he Gasio

s 'VL 'to‘f%‘ Gve” tnat ="11ke ‘a1l "typical I
tvkle ma.teri g8a [ G for-trIate < '~2 SSMS o
aching 2m
-wadaeacicamaoaeaea-aoign~_ Bg-from end of

T2 althy'wqmaa/n”VET—ﬂoee—feﬂ—%he
verfunctorsy .abaaeaoacaoadsac&eac .

y ust fin 1o
). ery seldom )
. I P Iy . Rigd 3= 3. - <

'{-ﬂ"‘ " he A ] neg lrs ne yeslerdaty—Re—: LTO0K 245G Osé s
v o g5 K88y 88 Berewed upamitoustyyas if haaﬁa on gome
! t»/’F# p 1nstaking invesitgation, —BeP= """ R—Rel na—or—he
3”;&&r$; . - FR&sy. verifylog eacb éro c’ﬂétai soras—to—ﬂ&ﬂeever—%h€*~
o ‘Uo };l/‘ .' < o _ Y "-ur.‘ -f' o ON-E—-0 1) .
" '*-b})/ . , e B L0 9 u--—- < -804 ‘« "'*.. = m* S Ve Y U 8atidc-a
S»LVM, e I - s—egroom [ oar the DPNULDEIGRASY—HS T aop=:.
MEy—REY > ;-/;» WYt Tim.  But A6 doed Lt ssarch ©
Y 's bodyé : . e places thewhole—o£%er life,
j ance he knows _ about, 4er, "into the sad laboratory
\%k 1l‘£ his.desire ) Baxvhe has n:saﬁsﬁay to. possess every
3 W man B e—Comes ora S : egS9—a-8e —gTy—&1u
- {vas Hst—he—Can—nevs v _himself—todo = 1In

only pleasure - is to
belng, with funetions

—Te

nffe 5
v)}”jﬁ v, nﬁ/rests o ol datly and perbaps
\Y Jf/r see y woman simply asJjanother  human
a4 0

Yo 3 1ike his own, wlth quick and angltory desires like hls own,
VY [ Wyth weariness and disgyst like His—omy,and a bodysno more
Lﬁ° ) enchanting than his owh in the hours Whe , _Was ot.desired.

Heahadacaoaoacapaekcat~c wordacasddatiavaranatacaedy He
-e—gehse murderg ait the women he sees, = 'asu- them
-ir humanity, even the women he lives w t@faromf&ay—t’
continue te—associa&g'tbea'with pleasure .
Lehchery 1s glw=ys a kind of

nave always notided that under his searchin
seems for a momeit to die, to be¢ome a
mere body laid out for his gaze.

dnathesdannlicaejyeacliandéa While a lot of people bemuse

Lhemselveg with an 1deal world which 1s calm and beneficent,

| efpe




e

- 7. bruta,l ,( meangy fetid

he seems to need one that is“ugly,

- for him‘abovegggygg ng else-p—guiek—amnm solitary orgasm,
¢hed anywhere, on a beacf, in a car, between vline-rows,
C?.m dead of the night. - o .

which,is a few houre every day as a vee; minor clerk in the
Ministry of Shipping, means nothing to_ him; aeanavacacaede
"he never goes riding, T ;
he never watches sport,4nand "I do not remember seeing him
read a newspaper. He only qulckens, he orly becomes really
fluent and at his ease,

he—des—fHTEing=with a young woman, 3
: 3 e k - gristrocac;

ost_distant-connactions he knows. ~ ACHEHE CMQE_E aea
thercdeyCHRAGRERCBRACAC. ;. - - <L L (G Rehes
. -Last night I]yatched, talkingn$o Maria on her terrace as
it grew darkernandg>the lights 1A the flat=2windoWs behind
us_went.up one a rr abother and our volces became more 'I.
muffled’ in the loWely," stranded 'dusks: )" Hé-has asked—her h‘b
>—oub—to—d-thger—¥ th_h&m—eeverat' 5—or—$6-—Ponzsa Y

He told that While he was attracted by everything in her,
by, her voice;~by-the- erect way..she’'sat inia chalr, by her
‘palm and still eyes, by her long, dreaming walk, yet he

-realised ‘thdt he had no:chance of ever making:love to her,
beling, compared with her/an old man (he is fifty nine), and
\ perhaps not ‘her.kind mentally. {Now--he--Will_: increase the

through to the bed, aski“g her~aga1n and
ody -for'*a'‘little

e. als0 ..8poke to=hern abouurthe'
left her 3
‘this in drder

But in fact, He only spowed;her:now blind, ‘stoniehingly
“blind, he to the real situation. For nstnace, he saild
S Lhe boy was never’.in love,)tisest 3t hi® WES what  chiefly
{23/ worried him about the boy, that he feared‘he had no capacity

A \ for love.- HaaﬂavamggazavavauaMAmava&atﬁyavaxavaeanapavaw
' - <‘uxavuvamgvaudvahavahavuaavaiapéyab&ﬁadavav&havaaa&abayayes

‘ dggcasasheaandadakacugachoscheadasiesiedt héakasnc  Botihriarta
g know—thiis—to b monsense—and—that

' , §oVECil Palilllly . iR oLlove-Ior a L She Sad

S, B suggested _to the Count that he might«simply be blind to

e Frano's real- nathre, biit he shook his’héad :
“and” said, no, heAkneWkFranco from .a child,¢

. the -house: every ‘day: for thrée years or more

haa seen him.in
’ and that
oale ok poden el e et tetn g : fﬂoa&uafg

<
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“f}? he was in & much better position than most pecple to judge\iu

5 .Ezascsﬁs heart. St e fact remalned, taaaxane he sald,
,{Zﬁ/v’*f t the boy zot tired of his girls after he’sed slept with
| them once or twice;/could barely bring himself to speak to
Loy % them {thsl much la true} Boscstacdcanicdoasanataumons bl
A . ahéeaﬁacacaegaaeaauaacadacacagaaa&acaa&aa&&oaéac %%fé Sasl
M fold—him that this meant nothing, only that he di t love
“. most:;of the-glrls he Went Withel -~ T.o o LT =y
= 7 Bqacéoaeaeaeakaouqa&awendea@cccﬁ@&eawanéeacicacaeéc&o
L aﬁauaagggggeheakaencahacﬁaemaca@aeaeacaeagabac
’w y But does know the whole of the story, I wonder?
[lev® — pften the:Coult had, Left. the) dark iterrace .I'‘tried to find
o out+—PErhaps she knows. She Xno is in

////’io She..saldy a1 e Count must be_even mepe—axupid_ihan
Bl

Faamr%unnaeéfep—eo—éoag. But ;T said,z oéL- glancing at her—
the most-intelligent men ‘werfoften bLind-1 £heh—a—situatton,

‘\ while thg. women . and the-mitkmen knew tha facts) Shessd
' 1"ep&y~to this, 80 I.have no way of telling mﬁs%ﬁgraf
sderstands everything. .%B I kept/quiet 7 and

J%éd about something else. ‘ﬁf:ﬁéz
inztsjitrange how often the‘name Franco is:. he

s pubra. spell, ié—seems, on so—mamEy people with his ga redg =
(Helﬁ 80, .full, of -the sun, s02livelyl’ tall;with

.1§Bsming:5n4 avageyay u&vanﬂvktu .‘graceﬁu:?anﬁﬂ

Al e e e lnto7s guiet mood; andxate
w7 _o = [ axTowing”them to dwindle into sadness or
9 ke "3v 8 twenty- now; .and/fariaway 4in the horth;. working on
7M:'J(pﬁ Faacafatiae wamac a m. , 8wk Marcella, Giuseppina (his
") o4 ) hother) ang Babto all . talkdbout him:at gEsmt length, and
4 . ‘léespecia ly —Naria, whﬂse—pain they think they are som&s
fof® " )| cosdings and _psrhaps they’gre right.’.z2I remember*the dﬁuﬁ
ar? elling MerD -4pne afternoon,at—tiris—house, when most oft

SV oo T others

tefre out of the. room,\how Franego uged sometimes, for

Y abbapréAtly rno reason, et==¥t, g6 into his roomesuddenly,
Aﬁ?%vyu} - th' ; meelfdogihis gjﬁ ang burstointos tears. ~'This wowiad
) e rt an stur he Count; f&& there is” nothing
~/ fafazscruel in nin.  Butie does ndii¥eallse: thathe o
f' | hinse f was part[of the cause of-the bﬁgéa tears? It would
\qﬂNJf pe a Mmest—areas 1 shock to. hlm,if7he' d1d. /’'Or does he really
R = /know evarything, e@ isg he ﬁny#ng:tn-telh@ ther people the
b opp-site Of the, truth imserder to protect hig: own' "honour;
M 9w . S D eI GRS a i osSIr] -o1e8-6.L8.1.100 11
pﬂ“”ﬂ'A. %k 2 : or1-g I wonderbif ‘hie. knows everything and suffsers,

. eyes of other people. ‘round--himzTpeopls wno ‘know' tHe feal
r};‘B ‘o.') . KR tuation/ % like M’Qﬁ&'ﬁ%— A
wf*trwb /once. or twice last year he“gavé’

:;. uffers even more because he has Lo watch the divining
i

ittlefinﬁi@ations that he

v YA //ﬂknew ‘all ‘about it. I wonder?
a#“JI _ I reae?ber-Franco coming down from thé north iast year,
y very br—wh/' cleany » gnd what terrible quarrels +k.

-afd Marcella. On the svening
emember QEW he was sitting
enlooking the gravel path,

. ot
b“fj,.“4 J"i'befoye he ‘wéhAt b ck Haaca & I
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where the trees move ®5&F softly at night, and I remember
how, as %& 1t ggz later,aﬁé——ﬂm the M‘c‘ame
downstairs agalna@n agihs in his pyjamas and snapped at
llarcella;wket she must come up to bed, that~ this kind of |/
1ife was ridiculous, sm& that it was already past midnight.
She looked like a young girl in the half-darkiss She s imply
nodded to him each time, but her heart was qui'et, she was
aliepether unmoved by anything he.sald,. and there. was about
her that ruthlessness and obstinacy of a wife in love with
gomeone else. = Franco simply looked Lhe other way, into
the darkness of the garden while. the $¥unt talked. m’ﬁley
had bothe® hoped helMwould fallwasleep. [(Franco had the
bedroom near the kitchen, on the ground floor, while all the

other bedrooms were upstairs, and sbtayahadawan:i after the
oun  asleep they would have gone_ there and locked the
\e [/ .door., 'iI %,otic:ed that when he was 1in tWdn with me, drinking
£ 08 one f the bars;—or 1n a part§y of pecple, he was lighter,
3 ,less—thoughtful, then—whemr e Was withMarcetla, as if he

ha, engzgﬁ,l v from a too-terrible happiness.

—The other” day: she rm me’a-letter from him in which he

7Y said that erywhere he went with her, a cafe; the senlfesl N
/ezr N
o~ s theyfeut and watched from high up“in-Naples,- the very rgod
'/@{n they drove along, the hotel bedrooms at night, the
D E l‘a .t. b@&ac“ﬁ

(;{)@ Sl statlions, where they met and.said - goodybya,
e HEaere—tRaT—were 088 _r—eaah othan-—gndc ad;é,c,hha'chgavacaez
7became for him)remarkabld”ané—leve under a'special light,
YT/ pelegated—Ho—drean oe—hzun

eole ’ re—hauntedy primevally brilliant,
, ., -wordless, and, if-he ever:saw.these- same ‘places:again, wifidtu

¢ *_—"Her, they Wwewe still%under that light, as if #Hey, been
m"f& .~ .. .bapitiseds—fzm, . . Lpy- oo e

she shé riever felt shame"in is presence,

-could do anything to .each other without sensing the
forvidden, at® how shg,could 'ndt live an hour without thinkling
jut him and d;'eaminz‘z‘nacak, " Only when they talked
“"to each ‘0ther did they find real rest, ans compared with that

talk all the other talk they 4id was irksomey =

gpens-noutatae-
Thelir first moment

e asked me 1f for me as well"‘/ﬂ.
‘ » golden presencea, f£or example
"when &kagawac we were all at table'And I said,‘.yes, he has
g so much light in him, Hmeds—like the sun.'_"‘ But she pressed
M the question harder, leaning forward with strained eyes like
> . & ¥gEL.young girl, and asked, Dmt’JMd his' presence seem to
- - azardx cancel out the rest of the world for me.as 1t did for
her, 4id I find,the same solace in his’ talk, did other people,
especially other girls, feel exactly what she.felt, except that
she was happy enough to. possess him? ° This made me smile,
and 'I 'sald, yes, it's true he has light in him, but these are
o gnly your feelings;-1t.)¥3 becausé you arse ig&”o\re@ 3o o:
» - - C) I ~ Dl D )

1 \J L) &

Py T R
~memagmm=Il

of meetlng agail

4 prarfs Y 4
OVvE 88 ¢

dh §45 (12

can you reaJly rest, to feel 'éven ‘in yolir 'body 6%posdd to
hat place tn the room wherfe the belovef is sitting, [4®a and
As] S BNV T DL aCE VO RaT-1 ¢ R t 4 .

9 Qg eilie gnae
[ VX O

BT VA, slnce

1 o m—— s

- ’
n by accident.and- sh bi! I" n‘me’a‘nﬁt to continue.

GRS <
anrriT iy
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%%e was Joking with him, sltting on his bed after everybody

, - -else 'was atairs, and when she ruffled’ his hair he pulled
: owards niﬁ) stlll her nephew, and then, swiftly, erd

“in a kind of g;ggpffﬁhﬁmnxﬁ¥4ﬂmape—no
, where house and clucking people

R o+: ¥s WCE ipped,away; rirete—d oo Eme -;w;w;f»a was 1ike the
first primeval love of dream-- 3 v o Re varapggatmﬁa?%mév
o A Lrpugeei—round—with—the—d are—rtterty =J ey le
“j‘y- © .each othe sehmmed and awed. Next morning sh% told him.he/x
f”%;? ﬂFA {reerteos wicKed. to, think of doirig - suchia thing, and =% they
L :

£ forget about it as soon as posslible. At
unch,‘ % a table-0f ten or twelve veople, she told
fie how Franco seemed t0 prefer older ard women, and
e watched .him blush painfully, & he thought sheljreadiy

) terd deserted him, EE® deserted waowbowelifesa—of her own
oM act. ,But’that night, when ‘everyone had gone to bed, tbey
went to the same bedroom by the kitchen, and their a
‘ this time. wilder,; because they weré revellidg against their
’ oA /””"EWE‘EGEEEEEET]against a world which could hot come up to ﬁ&

<> thelr love: - - om ‘thet-'time she'never drrz@=%o scolggel

him, gBé never éLed to stop berself,_hﬁ%—%ﬁﬁﬂgﬁ%~9@—h&ﬂ
; eue;y—éay~anﬁ ‘every.: hour’ of "the_day.: Being away from him

..... e eyt - sT-y : > thougn no one noticedaaﬁian
‘weBs~-living in the house; amuek £5'hw <
. frailer and-meee shélteren pergoh than® he "is now. He had

no work &hems and-ES would sit forAprs in the S¥g room
,xoverlooking/the gravel path and “ge fruit trees, playing with
: 1

‘/ not nel—a-—aar KoLy - 255} OFG e AN, - .
(Marcella “aside), a8-ne oBe—¢ould Who lWes capsble of leve—or
tears. /gp he—gnd Mar¢ella were like |two children together,

crouched:1ln & corner ‘wpere it waS?waru “and “dryj hugglng each

One day‘he came to her and sald he could bear it no
+\ longer, che was so‘'much in lovel  He 'did npt“'say at fifst
i’pﬂy S who with, and she was, pea@s@t&y confident as she looked at

L nd smi : fhe told her it
S — daugnter, e—teved, Stefanella, and that he Wamhed—huist’
¢ ~-marry her. Shavazatadatavavzvawavatgvamdvavavayasa
gwu e vaaavhnaﬂav&na&anavatagauivhaavaaana£§he wanted to
hipo v yvbut ' gat -there édmpdy' watehing him, her mouth
A T a little open, #errffired hardly daring to breatn, and it

was clear:from his:eyes .that he &ivifed—neothing of her pain.
pdeel,. he case=hD ner llke a soqg e—a-i6 e ier

.13 e, 5119 WS L
as'ataaaaamavs euvaravs iy vaata

Ahacﬁuaune wauédabadagaaadabawa¢ac:--f



4 e e—thage—5-368—WE O sl mo-ther—Ho—aTity gme LTy W ot 3
440) = s O oL — =3, -WE als -t e—VEo S S © 3 s qu 18 S8
a Ndva—greame—eRd—wands Ba&canacaaacmomea@acbgaeagaagcauac
amavaoefa Vs taﬂanaiz&a aaamuﬂaaab&aa&aemxalaanavmama@avane
Evaitdva . obred oo Sie! & ¥ = e - - Hafanaea 5 . to

Soms . The—world—was—csuddeniy—aIi—dark 0 0O&8r, and oY

.:;. awe Re—was—atornes—perhaps—es—she
beforg Sne had not even noticed. him and y

Stefanella together. Tbey thmd taken walks together, theyc/

@aﬁebeen to the cinema §551====FQ§E$EEE5'but never once had

” A She
realised that for him -t Was not preﬁisely love, as he would
feel 1t for a girl hisjown age; as some thing-that went

-mother’and son goes on, does not coll:pse as soon as the son
tokes g —womas— 50 lnﬁr1ﬁmr1mrnmﬂe*heﬁ*fe&kqmuu&Juuqﬁb&y

the 'difference of years bstween them. i For weeKSagbfﬁﬁ
she suffered the kind of loneliness - 1 Lalone in
N theawake Bhoub—By—hour-thareush t pﬁ;%
Firon. through tné%night agaln, in a delirium of 5
e willTever come again aftert youth, but which, .
doee, humbling thr proud adul_g

.'-v'

| She beeame a girl aéain, whgyneeded ke
9018} pu.h oIz bpcb.l.

.ean;y—eaé—eﬁﬂky—%e~eee—1nm¢fxgues, untiI—thesickness of her

heart—wes—over. °- - - '
Shaca@aﬂacacanac&gdo@{:She spent hours.on her bed upstairs
lYistening “for a-noise, her door open, knowing

"tnat he andistefanella_were ovTthere;

b

o
—

“tn_ba—myiqﬁgeinv She wdhfa ﬁathhere smoking cigeerrte after
starlng whenever .gHe“heard the murmur of Ma voice, or
'er4cough, thinking it w -ber—ove-cry, or heard the

K, the springs clanging cuietly togethquor-beginning
wortd closﬁﬂher eyes

And she would only'rest,,

&wa“ﬁm 4 for ‘the first time, wh 1 came into the bedroom and
Lrows la ﬂ~at~her‘§f’e, and she heard his door close downsta .

¥ ‘sald little to each other during those W@
ays She tnoygh,ﬁﬁeéaaeééa—kﬁew what she LY n;fering,
b&t she c;g%g,apt be sureé. She asked he# Whether she was

anﬁfjﬁmn but Stefanella £ mirznim:] shrugged her shoulders,
- said she’ did npt kndw An——hink—-4hacutika

as

th 2 E 2 2 shrppged—her—shouldersy
-outing, and said she did not know. I think she felt the
“will gfjher mother steadily draw1ng hHer back from him, and
could_ngt face the Separation from-her mothersnor time Ue

Z silent disapproval- ef her—mobher %if:
% and¥gave wayg slowly, wm '
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et of—ltfe—zgT—her~own—futur67"éﬁlldrea (WhIch BNE BdUTes)5
‘hgh guemtr » J7 Just as &sbull in the ring, the sword.desp 1in his neck,

¥ wit scadors drawing closer,® the heat and the loud
'nﬂdkv% ////6Flés joining; turns round slowly, hls head lower and lower,

his eyes utZBTLy defeated at—tastyeatmost—roving_hls eneny,
negglggﬂﬁanginenassf-and~éives in, slips suddenty,on tgr the

T sand and doeé\npt move again. Marcella had the sword, and
plunged it in qulckly, her eyes closed“—into_hhegae&k=af the
h daughter shefddored and” slept’ w1tb0every ‘night. A" few
h"‘ weeks later Stefanella came to her and sald that 8 was no
. _- longer interested-in Franco, -and- Al madé a face as 1f to say
that she was disgusted. This meant for Marcella that he ‘paad
. oo tried t0 make- love €
<.c . thet=fe had falled. | She thappy at B
NI gm&ng=abou%=a£#th¢s*m1radI§; ~gaRd FFanco and she made lovejwith
the same @asy wildness as at firgt. _On his side, he had
/ éGovered fromStefanella, @& he no longer Gebcribed her
,///{oveliness at great length to Marcella, nor did he say agaln
’w@) <dnthat he wanted to° m_gry ner.’ Lf : My ._¢=:::::Eg§£:
-4 That tefanella's experierce with young men
.who-love~Her§ 7cAt0fi¥st thers. i Kissing, and jokes, and
'silent, dreamjing walks. But then Jhere _wmes‘tne|moment
. when -the.young mafi tries“td Tove 'more than her face, and
‘thén she is fterrified, and the aftermat of hls assault,
. glways-abortliva,. ig 'for ner ‘4 bewildered|, "wondering remorse,
or else disg st. simply disgust with th body. . After that,
i ‘see her face and
.al, repelling touch, not mgde for. love. And

“wants. childrenrwand ~4EEgants a gusband‘ She
1s always feeling—iI1l5 am& she suffers .,spasms Of
.Bplte-and hatred, which' make -hér ‘sHoulders Slope more than
s0al, her eyes dim.and mean; her volce becomes.a .

:vlike a flerce ‘beast’ caught, gold manedg)

LT iz ‘«~::stron and‘when her anger 1s up she can be =y
4K : with Sf;/hﬁﬁbs. I)aave seen. hgg pull. C%ﬁlo s hair

U”JA /  with all- her-“strength, ‘I~ 1ar,'in ‘a’ momént..of

/aa” pltterness twist cat s tall, and most of.her joking

0, “takeg-the. form of horseTplay. ” Last night, at a small part

b held” in Milla's house bBhind the, vineyard, she pulled a

Halr back just'as I was-about to slt/dowy/ on 1t, so=khat «~
landed on the floér; she:hit a young,.man with all her Wl

,,u';“-, ,-strength.on $eivack while-Hefias 1PRPHE out of the window, He s
ﬂﬂ”w' (he did not move at all, I &t ink Decause the—eruetty—of aw¢7V
] o h b Vs rand a we-genead "‘.A,“—;- ey WE 2 he

& MO0 O xp ourbeide ma-8-e Mrso—fuarious -Qed—le—movad—zat

L e), aﬁﬂ she was, Y
4.9 RSk 3 constantly pulling peoples arms, burning thelr barse arms “rtetis

<
with the wesy [£ip of her‘eigaretts while they talkeQ@ e
sB=ons  When she does this people Ge—kAt—imugi,but look. Rpu ey
-. away. in. embarrassment"&z:a#;:;:z:&%&e Marcella. ask2her

why she has to be'bad”like this. . Ea&g&eacanaeaegdagadaca
kdadaeicaeaaagac@oac@aaéagamacAo&e R B K S plg

Ipve had turned intc this;

s ot
[ e e
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community of touch with pother peo lg{ even- égewgh—%ne

touak—tes one of pailn. Her horsesplay was once galety, but &
now—ib—is—a—ctekessv (g 0P,
Every day she oes to a huge locomotlve facébry on the
outskirtg of ¢t &ﬁé=WDrk&¢1n dﬁ?office Just behind the
r assembly,roomm The noise 1s continuous and
deéafening Iy , but whenever 0
I ask her about it she says she leves—%he*wggk—ané finds tae—
. - noIge comforting; indeed, ‘after--three yeéarsscould hpt do without
it now. havasaxavgvavmvavaﬁaeavaaa&atava@akuayapavaﬁata&a
- ahabébabtaba kebabahabgdbabahibabhbihgbabibid bybapahababahdb
abibabdbehabdBAShe_comes_back to the house silent and tired in
éuué the evenings, .eteariy—very proud OIAJolHE & grown-up Joky,white
being—stilt—reallyan—awkswrd—ehild, She sits down without

L e #*) speaking,isighing like an o0ld woman), hot answering Marcella's
@ww”ddzw‘ solicitous questlons, hu% shrugglng and yawning, makéng—bea‘vﬁau
p \9 y s < dire

- T nappenao be - tal»kingto Marcella, qu’ietly 2na
e sily as we do, she will cut across the conversation

deliberately,, with a muwepesely ‘material questio% like .
Wh

"Did you think to order meme butter today?" y, was
Carlo dipping about in' the pool, you know ‘He comes”in with his
feet covered in mud, and then Elsa coumplalns -t" It fis as 1is
. she.1g trying Ed proclaimgcavecamals [that- the world. i# dead and
there fore not Yo stir, not to talk gith too much warmth because
, 1t 1s folly to~doiso. about dead “things,‘not to-love,/for there
is ‘deathf love §s the silliest of il usions, not to flet one's
thoughts éo beypnd the world, the sepnr and touchablg world .
where peOple woprk, Spend money and e tired. She believes in
- nothing; ", her: wprld .is..heaped-about fher*in fragments. Aedcdc

aQAchahacaaﬁ akaepsagadagabacanaea derpcacadid ‘ ‘
Her onlly conf dencg e mese%rom _her worg a a a 2:«3§ff&§“€ﬁat

shéis on the right sige of the law, that s is the same a8
everyb ay. else,xthatl.hat .8he gets.ghe des rves 'because she
' works thing or other in

. | Her work is—¥¥e aNaily‘genuflectidn: to lawff%rder
1

— and‘re_pectabi&ity”ﬁ That—ie—why people whose work is du
~anﬂ“gmpty oﬂ/anyﬁﬁgggonal meaning. can walk tbrough the streets

with ef’/heads upﬂ' B_groRA—aRG—Strong—men—who—Work-at—

o o) ' o ar .
vary .Jday Aot a2t a U =1 U Iotunesnt

A b2\ gy

gyere.astonsined’ a

D
¥
(1
q
(1
0
Q

eus W v VS \/ . '-= Zns e

_;-.‘ vf ] -; ) é%- OTTe T fmngp i different from Everyone Else,
r 35 dirtier, =320 qggg_ggﬁiﬂy/ % s

A v , . B-a-g-a :_- wglifa iR a
,Jﬁﬁaj.»f b =G Ve -

he-—E :eﬁég clean,
e acnieve the staus of

/ neapee%abia—aééz for' Honest” at 1% “ttroush
‘ Ut * = 1y 3 pOpas Wag ~-
b,mfpwc L astonished at|the ease of the- vrcto';g b : s
WY ) “‘ ' exagerrated and Featiy> feel superigr,.as Sgefanella does, to
Lw’l those who.sit|at home aii—day Or WOrr I fistdés—er-ged—about

~AATCErS, . , I
' - vt e arewre ) belp



~- 24. DAY . .
o 14 Y%giggz;;nﬁfgﬁ%&e she s talked to me ouletly, meminiscing,
’*‘bl et v - Ponza is, how oad™§ feet show blue when
puté them in the };v’g,gnf how Blorious it is to appoach Ptle’slacd
T -eugﬁ‘”"rough aea,lpne boat riding out of the waves and then
fr nosing dowﬁ?’gpd howj{  1f you stand on the, tallest rock, you can
see aZl thefsland and the limitless segﬁ “gre# and blue and
touched witn fgomy white, aXi—=homds, and” how there 1s ope c¢child
t-eere, a boy who serves at table.mhen—sne—gﬁgﬁllwhe—haeza proud
/ _~ana angelic. face, at whom you must—Look, 455 he'moveés-so slowly
Al ~and piaﬁectly,-gg@;t$~lik€’§’chosen creature, with a marwvellous!
PN smile canc.gld2 - ‘
_ r she tells me about a Yhstf she t35¥ to—tie south
/_o1niCe ,"how” she sanIsc a and:wanted to livd'‘there, how' she loves
pﬂjgﬁﬁﬁ// 1slands, ged how if she married she would want to take & husband
- caway and’be alone with hih,- seprate from ‘the world,'on just
=7 such,lslands.., She nev;r talksg about geopie ég phii gglgt, 1
‘ : dreaming ‘way,‘-herv'éyeés for the first time looking rig eyon
464/””1 the wogﬁd L peoplezmake her &8l uncomfortable,  she doeg MAt
> re&lky*--mm—%h—v-miﬁ~ frefr—RoXatoeT— Fre-- trust them, nor can she
believe easily that they car=Be as cleanﬁpﬁﬁﬁsﬁiiﬁﬁe ang Locows
eEmmemmrten s g ‘She -heesEEe 1s0. <At the factory she goes to .
the canteen as little as possible, while the other office
2 /... i workeralgo-down.:in great parties audcg@&cauacenammceeaﬁab&eac
aogeeaaca every afternoon. . = -
4 =R QL v Bien _gha

ALY despaired ofipeople,lJigvizf.~<
s&e—wiltrmot—try agaIm. .Li; t
»".. other.people|, it is that:p

like, she sh kes @er head and goeg batk] to her desk, ag if to
tell them shp has tried 'hls gsort of t ng -too many timgs ‘l’
y, v .befOr¥e and aliways DEeen Tat gnt, 2 “bleen—betrayreds -
I noticed. at_the. oarty tne other evening how, when she
th.WaSJtiPed#(gnﬂ perhaps'a DIt ashamed) ©f her Norse-playy she
satfmhe edge of the room wimpdy watchin ,us, half-
,.07 0 smid in&,‘aqggzgznaeaca@aeaea@adaeadaeadgcgcawacanaoaaacaaé

soacacacdaigaqgcathenc ataphedsafatitasacadavicatagaberaedd
- " baekatatacidtfeadlosti'in’ our’ movements and 'eXpreésdions, scomias

{Zﬂcanceﬂ pee
she-tad~turnedﬁinto an old”WOman,~baﬂt1 with.golden

hairs noticed ally EEF’E?EE%;hpy‘ggeamig&1;_

RPN
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This morning I was woken at eight o 'c¢lock by Elsa's
terrible shout1ng,4ﬁa§¢$%=:%5§5?y seldom. 8t I wake up

eacefully, never that I wake up in silence. .But sllence
ir”ﬁdgﬁgﬁ‘ifﬂfallﬁ over the house is moving and glorious, like

dew amation of-somtehing one—had forgotten and thought
wa & impossible,agadr—ITRE IOV !This morning the trouble
jnf was started by Maurizilo. He came gown the stairs with dirty

bare feet Just as Elsa was washlng the t1led, floor, and she
) 'dgked him ‘hot 't8 tPead where ghe’ Bhd,already ‘worked. He
asked her rudely waswshe Betpaid for, her.work, and
ot CEpIR” infuriated her, coming ‘from & fourteen-year—old boy.
. $0-§he began shouting at._the|top of, her voice,,.a few feet
3 e fromr my ‘door, which leads aﬁz from the main rom%yﬂﬁﬁﬁr

;7Y/<7777ﬁer Volds 1o Tohs:
?fé&g) amusing thingsﬁl
naes £ .

' : ' La:man being;punished for
~,1,° a® o Im&° he *a1d/ ét ifioW" He &2 “commithed .
) B All day thers are, quarrels,xshouting-anéj heslamming
'rfof doors;tthe calling’ of hames and screamed curses. SO
séldom doesrsilence fallmonag=tﬁe=£ause,land atiany moment
1 tmdy beé

‘Brokeh” with i-leiadtof—delibare
‘gomeone comlng heavllysdown . 'herwooden stairs or
child Carlo rushing To from "the garden and pushing open

. the doorﬁ with all his stnength,or~the CoYynt arriving .
/| /suddenly ‘on his’ ‘motor 'and asking ilmeessant questions in ki
taat_monniea*_unsaﬁyr roken, and jnerves wriacking ivolc :
setalkifig [into tHé“big room’and peering about, /&éthing
can be predic@ed. . Elsa may be polite andhquietuand amusing

IAPREANY i W\~

, mégbi T cnowitdoing ‘her Work willingly, looking after everyone, and
(b hen, not » later, she ma?%be~scream1ngnat-%hn—%ep—ef
.~ Jthercydicg and taking henﬂson by "the neck and giving him ,
"eat smac:ks acrogsthe volce,;or decrying the,.house7for ‘
Tty and‘degenareté?,for paying her too little,

r hav ng -a : ;- 11fe whiech:a beggar Wouldsrefuse
pﬁsé;D,L 7 to 1ived - Sometimes the" mornings open marvellously, with
1ot Marcella bringing. a cupnof blagk,coffee into:rimy room as the

sl gun - cOmes” AR’ through the' shuttersilo tO0 the light tiled floor,
' “and the house is silentﬁafmerothe children, the
Tiddaughters-and’ theé'CPAnt” nave all left, and then breakfast
is prepared and laigd for me -atya garnerc of ‘thestable in
.t o thesbigiroom," and Marcella sits with me smoking and talklng
while I eat. -7 e

orters. ‘ThlsﬁmOrning, after Elsa's shoutlng had eeeseér- fcd
I found*there was.no.coffee; )Qo«tea A6 "bread. There was
2413 frith- everywhere in_the—heﬂsemmihemchll&’@ﬁ%%Erﬁés whimpering,

and ®m é@%&@rﬁ%'ﬁé’ﬁaspgéen doing for three daysé aGekiberately
heot and ©Stefanella's room, which is
a ‘refuge for me, had* npt been made readxcﬁor—%he—day Marceel:
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" "™\ had gone topB== I walked about the house cursing then*aJwb“w

wﬂsz,“J wretcheé—v%%éageT—ga&4ng—%he—£ami;yw——qidgggggg—part—of

sudh He | the—vitiages—ecrucity. Perhaps my face womerthat same dark,

look. I blamed Marcella with all the othersﬁgp&&mnar-

er. T bilamed—her for the chaos,
the filth, thevshea%%ng—e{Lﬁmﬁf1ﬂﬁ¥ﬂﬁxmmrfrtke-60333 the ¢ *y §~

*”scratchiﬁg for fooqgaﬂd—meﬁey—aﬁé—f&esh—anﬂ—bftter—thtmgs~mr

/.. : =23 - Then I

O owg,LﬂaAné~at*onc“‘fEEFerseemed‘fﬁ‘@ema=$hpough-aﬂboolesi
imastwibde stream of the gentlest good will, like ge=tmg
~guddenky—seross=tnto—tie; Fe-mountain- air,ﬁp&e%thermisty, 6«b~4“ﬁ;
sweating -vineyards behind the house e peaks shew /L
“I—‘_L ye; Light-brown: snd grey. biding—thetr—timerunttl God’steps
wh; grew quiet and watched her walking neatly tewerdsdn
T e reusey alongicthe (gravel patn,(her hair grey at the sides,

her ML .rp and black, Moo an
f .Ld istan@e' I ~-. X ‘, a . like
someone in a plcturq@mese:lasiiagv—we%kingj And -glince—-she

2 .guis—iéke—a—blessrnngnr the house,qﬁEE
oW easy._agaln, eyes close; s the.slight ee-returne-¢
eqple s faces, -to degs—and men. I went down to theg , .

-. ZLltchen -to; mee¥ nerhand she. mgdey me.teal,» the best Ching; and .
/ gave me her special morning dishgrbread with tomatoes,

7 oy Darsley, ‘basilico, jand;garlic, . ll,soaked,inu01l J
5 "You must ASO hun ry, ;ne said. =
-1 ,The:luhch was' guketer tnanJany~I BRve kyer>known here
on & Sunday, whéh there are usually a BreatHesy visitors
,,.and:cars, draw up,continually outside:the>front porch and
there are incessant hand -shakings and cries of welc.ome
n-gimulated,) hiding, old family-eruedttes); the dogs
bark, people run up and down the stairs, the children are
.:excited, the radlo.lsrswitched '6n, 'geap = the cats,\flv
""of them with the slim, elegant Siamese;‘creep in under ﬂﬁ&’legs
andr ‘on:. to; the~tabler to- : r
£nem—%unch or manage to pull open the cupboard door with thelr
Jety Je-u,. PawWe and get:inside:at:ithe cakes-ahd; if they are very lucky,
& scdrps -of meat. But yestérday there were no visitors
berore siX—or—hepfapast—in. thétevening, exedépt for
Gluseppina 8 two daughters, Ornella and Serinella, who are
o4 o ;i Feally, memebers ©ofthesfamily s:andj?becduse they are
¢%s ¥ GiUseppina’s, twgc_eiled—ia—beun-t%—trhe—ﬂpuarts—of
) and because ;they live:in the @ity and have don‘Z
ginde’ they were children, are gentle, ,solicitous and
vy ot . acaqad .easy, with.no mark-ofnthe" hard village’on’ them.
vt T €YEE both The Tount and Marcella are Irom the CITY, semeztatsedc
belong indeed, to #wo -of: theimostinoble [and “richest families

wlost- v-& 1

L3385 thepe. " Bt they lcame 1into the country], or rather.-the
outsjirts. of -the clity, for 1tiis#only slevente'=h“kilometres
from the centre, spon after they were rried, and gradually

. oo :bhe darkness .off the country ‘avargdhcichbacabasacecddanatapud
‘dahchbsdnc aéghbc grew over them but could not, put::.out their
Go w51 LABRL altogetheryiisorposdessed’ instead’ their children. The

children are, wit

the exception of Sasga, countr .
Carlo and Maurizi L - yrpoeple

.swear and, swagger "1ike country-boys,
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they steal, play truant and go ab
Maurizio is there a little city-d

a peasant,

ut in bare feet. Only in
licacy, yet his father was
a' s spirit was allowed ¥ 94

I

perhaps in him Marcel

that 1is, %e:aag; the two mogt nerve-wracking elements were

deakangsa absent.'

‘3 ray
1T opa— Ewmﬁﬁien,.
»:“ ‘:“"‘_ ’ --——y v
DTt has occurred "£o me vory often that he ia shy of
people and m kes-a-spec1al harsh effort; to;get racrogs to

' lways thé 'first to go up to bed in the afternoo

. t at, &able, perhaps knowlng.-in.his .mysterious

“dna’ stupid seeming ‘wday how much bettér they can talk amdva¥d

and. .smile when he 1ls away. -..As- for Stefanellay she agguaeac
avevavardYagapasivivavatatay tende—t0 takescommand of<%he
peactical things at.table,: -smacking; CrhLo's; kneés when he

" won't 8it proopefly 1h his chair, shouting-across at Maurizio
in her rough, housewife,s volce..to: eat-decently-and:not to

‘gffaten’pread, calling cut to Elsa to bring the next course,

aceangqu remarking on, the taste,of this and that Rt

eelS"hiS‘presencewevery BECORG

6
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"
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surreptltious glanoes
word 5@ fl

© x ’- ?“_ S0 O - [.-
Lng:ée#emen$e—aaé~sudde
_ brow an&:a-snapping out

vvvvv

aniyaﬁ'luncn yesterday it was Marcella#s who had charge

.. of the table,ﬁgoverning our spi%iteg paasangcédteaaacauge&
avanacaeacaba&achaakaeadaﬁac&ha o

Onlm in Carlordid-there
cruel will.

Giuseppiné é daughtere wer>

himself amusing themn, éﬁihabate quietlyﬁ?hav&ng—been_gpanted
J'aduality with the adults. -

The table was—sh—istent—adrift
~from the village., .Th¢ h people went.away. quietlyr torsleep,
and thé nousé fell 1Q£0 an afternoon silence, with the sun
_at lgg hottest. glowing “the curtains

‘aeposs the French’ Eidnows stirrins and tEmwr billowing out
he>cool breceze X from the seas~ ., When: ‘everybody: else
had''géhe up Sassa put the radio on quietly, and ahanaia@aend
after the, firstqnotes I,came .out to.listen.. : It 'was:
‘ggvaigdogsi sTaria on ghg battléments of Castel sant'
g€e.0, Irom losca, .and-Sassa made it-loudrr as-I
realising thaf'T7Ead come to listen. But thifheaiifegﬁig’

L f 88 jiger: — - . 8
-:canécicahac&danacaaakacaoamac:r Elsa's terrible

: voice sounded from the kitchen, acpeacach
together, and the loose valves of the rad
and the orchestra blur when,

rose. @he~ean¢h,_bnefhard

lo made the wvoice

grubby floor, came hefore onels

[N -

g

n,

anth

dac dishes clattered

there was a crescendo or the ritech



S [TIT, &l e sy —was—dg 80 3—PpOoor O Se—magt
elweys—deny Ghp BEYs
a‘xaﬂ!wﬂa &N 2 A6 4
ﬁgrning after moérning I -wake up adﬁd:q&ga to hear Elsa's
voice near my door, perhaps.the ugllest vgice I have heard in
my life, seemipg always to blame -and demafld and threaten, or
Maurizio jumpipg down the wooden staircag: only a_few fget from
my room as heayvily as possible, oq“Qgrlghz deafening voice,
“ 0 sEfontshing for''a ¢hila 'ofseven,''whining|or calllng out
" pelentlessly flor his mother, or a door belng pushed open with
P 4 midden’ harsd movemehnt, or'glquarrel Béghinning-upstalrs in one
of the bedroons, or-thergrandmother crying out =t the top of
her voice thatl one of the children has stoplen her"bisuits, that
. they cost her jone hundred and ﬁiﬁtyl}irfusnd that she has always
chanlie gl watls mpaclial tripinto'thé city’ to'get them, and that it
is the same evliery day, something.ls stglefﬁby the children, they
are beats, badlly brought up; *villains’and” thievés, and she
. does not.know how itis possible for a mother to tolerate such
J.37 -+ Bhad ways  in yep sons,' and théy ‘will end bedly, no good can come
of elther, of them-and they will bring dlsgrace on _the
S familly! for the}first time.’ ™ Then,” quité often; there is a
strange silencp in the ho.se, between aboult. ten. ojclock and
moon, and-durihg that timé ‘one Adreams-aradprgBtacEtcabarde
 grvuvhyafavava pr somehow forgets-oneself, put always. the
/v fu:iteturn to-fhe* housde, by means’ of 'a dudden jnoise downstairs
. Just before lupch, tone of, the children ryshing ,in or Elsa
.- vlielattering® theldishes about“furidusly; is]dliways a shock,
it always requires a fresh digeipline.notjfto scream or lose
~ 37 .onals fempér “of run“aWdy.i -Last night Mgrcella said to me I
must help her in some way, I must,find .hgr work ,or something,
. ¢ bécause’If shelstays in‘th' holusé froém"ddy to day, if she
continues to be at the beck and call of her family, lfapag
P | : ! e J ATy Loy "1 "
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3

TiunlcoataNgésavaVaudrarahabindgiteyid fysabauay agnd ada} Ehaga napabagr
. ahagggegagagadpwa wlht the incessant noige.so,that she can
paq sl Jrnever.golifromsons -fholight*to andthér witlh ease, that she can
never talk wiyh someone for more than.a- fewzminutes-without
0 Beéing: brutally«tdrn away By something in|the house, she would
s _ g0 mad or diey At the time she said this she-was:; terribly pale
ri JigndlooKed =thldner than*uUsudl,’ Heér ‘snoulders bent and her
eyes very dark. These last few days .shg ‘hasnot been .
cxo -l nappy, and ‘shg'“has‘ suddenly arrived ‘at the coneclusion that
_ she must oncejand for, all.getaway- from .the houseyjat least
h-roiofor most Jof e efy*dayu“‘Ebaﬁgﬁhaébababanabahabababkbabababamab
51ﬁ' ghabisbahs bababadabahebababibap ababehawsi bababrbibabab&babibiba

ee ; Ababababahababibliababaiabdbabdbibababahabababibibibkbibkhal
uhavétataya

=Rs3 Qoasy

vagivduavavheavavavaavava, .

srwacanas

S ondn
SO_ q

N S-—1"0)

ﬂ.?é3§§wfr0m tée

2% NN

résgpacass

‘ 3 rii ' l . ts-‘ .‘)‘fﬁ‘
e dA. Agb"she agked ‘me,—test—rrimhd
Jin the ¢ _ity}fmgeegﬁhe could s

o Lt [RY ~ 2t o e .
vVe-ther -no ‘ciance to forget her %;

;(?;:;;f Nolee ~a$;;£7:::t‘\




IS ‘/ —\ e
o igw}e,’ . ),The house bad' wd'"-q
wodie oo seldom anything soothing to give{ Thefflay was sad and
nervous, full of rain and low, ¥BEy thick loudg,‘hﬁmg-
Y o eyErytiing, and—thlg—wes—the evening, mAsheg Giuspeppina .
and I Wwere sitting eéewsa by the radio, round a dnall table
where we sometimes take coffee after lunch, with a candle
alight in the centre becauss the electricity kept failing.
«n, +~The house was extraprdinarily silent,-and. ;a1 aree of us
v " Gere in that half-sleep which is so marvellous 1n the

t
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o > Franco was upstairs sleeping; u
b hut: againstathe sudden

- T e B ' .
" Neugabegagt el 8asdy
ghgipagopigesegteasas s tEERES20a 4 ag e 08408 BBRR :‘
s fafaTagasabadigaratata af 304 Tagn fadatl i~
sat xazxky,in. her,chalr.sewing iped. 0eslgnsesas
A1 TPRN tbu é‘ﬁé“':e'ﬁ‘h-s;’qcolbton sauareds.

on
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dkr the corner of her mouth, sighing every now and

then, 4. "04 @i{pﬂo?”égd@;}i the whilejNarcellarandul were

7/ t41kifg”’ cuistly);~ant ghe wos~askimng whether, 1% LooR&dto me
that, ke loved her, whethd¥n.I thought suchoa fhimgoc uld ever

| y whdtherf,it 8eemed to me” to ke diging fh him now... Her

es_had thet-werySdark,. condemnedrlock,as she: followed my

7/t ihordsy bénding "t6rward ‘to listen, not wanting to mlss my
{verdict} s#®@ her face was.paler,than I dhswe evert.gegen it.before,

@ thinner, Ylerjaw very pointed, the slimness of her cheeks

. 7N ) ﬁié:g;qg,‘n‘elr eyes weny—remeri 5, more.palned and opengy seemwing
th , ' e .‘ =t o= igteay S IEIT1 e Ver Luuxwmber—‘%_b-&m. Bhavakang
dd g\na]ga_;na&g‘n.e&f}gaags{gapgmaP;gaagaaaakaanaaéna”éazdé&a‘da“ﬁa’nanél pa R
C(W ; ‘g nahd Rz HehaihBrag ni hxpanehhhagahanbaanahanppaaboah. ~VEut

whenever I say, 'You're.unhappy' sh hse¥ Ghéad and says,
i AR LT e Mt M1 L A PN Y - ORI A Pt -
Vd ) oo Y

ARl i Labip S-—dpR o NC.O g Nhe
how son, one of th& fl ngers of
her right hand has swollen wp; with polson zignd’ she‘has had
to stop cooking ‘Hnd sewing. Yesternday She told me that when
she was ®Rhappy and rested,.she was:inever:*ill, that if her body

ab on "fviaf‘e’ntwmfohg"*it*"Wé?'s‘ ‘alay's ,—Bat—iways because of the way she felt
¥ re

oD - SO IOLELY O L1181t MO POoWerscea =e'ohreelee—ken bhele S
ad2mng L *&h‘an‘éﬁéaaédqh&a‘baa&gat_ac}:imvasa#&v@@v@wmtxhﬁbavh@

. Beidvavauliddeathes/Just before.dinnersy 4n’|ths"kitchen, she
u-  felt suddenly ill 1f eVery part of her body, but.so: i1l that
o -;‘J.w.j-‘.’?_ wag like. belng on:the:edge’ of dédth}” ang’ she sat down in one
2 of~the ¢hairs, her head down on the .table,| until light came
agaln. She told mp this often happeh&) ahd that she nevep
metnions it to her h%ldren or her husbagnd]!
. RETS T T . e b N
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o ? The family, all excepting the Count, is silent and
resentful towards Marcella all the time Franco 1ls in the
house. Hhaaasheacanesabaccafierncataexyoatagacacacdaycatat
avaviékavivakavavevdxrkzviavixeyavavans tavaygsavevavayivdugv
azidvataua¥gvaeusva When we came back from our marvellous
day at the palace of C~ , they were all at table and none
of them spoke when we rushed into the house from the car,
but s mply stared at their blates flthe /aed Bﬁ%y Just
- Yeen talking badly dbout s, ag i
convicted -of something; round "thg table there were Stefanella,
Sagsa, Giuseppina, Fiora, HMilla,
all came into.the-room they lookKed
..watchful’ and” secret,: thelr eye
all day, and Giusepplna must
;¢ lthat: her' son was nedlécting
innocent and -also from the
.since.the Cournt was dlido

o

ike conSplrators,
“turned*‘aWway. We had been out

: pon;t of view respectable,
ith ug'f
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When I arrived today I noticed that the house was cleaner
then I knew it last year, This is due to the new manseérvant
c¢alled Renaito whom I saw serving at tgblﬁ%*“it surprised mewes
when I came 1ntokthe room from the garden, He vas dressed in
a white and blue striped jacket; like the silent manservant of
a palazzo that has survived the war, He was the first persdon
I saw vhen I got to the top of the stepss There is never much
light over the dining table, and' he was standing just at its edge,
small, with a rather prim mouth snd crusading eyes.

A great ory went up £rom the table, from Luciana, from
Arturo, Vittoria, Angelina, Maddalens, Silvia, Nina and Michele,
and I forgot the manservant at onces Theé little boy Dino is now
eight, and he hid his head in his mothér's lep when I came in,
then ran helfway up the stairs in the dim light, end croucﬁea there,
watching me vwhile I answered all their questions at table, I
remember him last yeer es being more oruel than ghy, but now the>
shyness seems to heve grown, &nd gxzégghézx a sort of grasiousness.
That is like a1l of thems ‘*Oriental barbarians', I hedrd someono
cell them onte, but somewhere each of them; even the marchese Arture
himself, whom most people find stupid and slow; has this gift of
grace: there is nothing benevolent d§0ut 1t, but it seems civilisede

14

for & moment, like a sudden ecknowledgement of civilisation béfore
war breeks out. I've often looked at their hands, They are thick
and extraordinarily heavy, very wide &t the base, like but@heréﬁk.
hendss~scr Romen eristocrats?, \
Only Luciena, the marchese's wife, is different, end she's -
the power of the family. Evarything‘starts from her; she caﬁ,br;ng
light or darkness to them as she wishes, When she goes away fhh‘e -

i



family relapseg into 1ts real uglinesss They mope sbout the
house uneasily, there is a sense of walting for sométhing, the
servante are hostile and rebveliious; there are quarrels all the
tims, and I think only the certainty of L&ciana-'s return keeps
‘ﬁhem‘ together at alle Under her cool eye; a@s she sits at the end
of the tabléy they look like violent ¢hildren who are allowed.
their say but no mareé, Luciana has lovely hands; and strangers
are alweays-asking Bow she eould 'hav;e married the merchese and; '
more then that, how she could have borne. 1iving with him all this
time, Ubuslly she says quite fmnklgy' that he disgusts her; and
that sleeping with him, whi¢h happens rarély; is a necessery
penance for hérs The spirit goes out of him when she leaves,

And he geems frightened when she suggests a holidey for herselfess
Just two days; three dayss 1In this he is like his two daughters,
Angelina end Meddeléna, who shars his great hands and nervous,
-st;réined watchfulness, apd like him never se¢em to have & moment's
M O and heve no sense of art at all; like people rejected
by God; wondering at &ll the mystery outside them and why they
aren't part of it,; and often hating its All three turn to
Luciana for their peaces They onlﬁ'r £ind it in‘her, and this 1is
vhy, when she goes dway, even.for & day; they seem pénieéstricken,
ag if their feelings will run eway with them and they have no
form, nothing to fall bacék on but hard; brittie thoughts, about
the dirty state of the kitchen; or the time of the.next‘trair}\ in
fyror Rome; or the fact that the beds ;;ave’;i*t been.mpdey The_&
look méluwolent; broken, rejected; and you can 't address a wcﬁ\di

\

to theme They're broodingntoo deeply, ‘\\
Luciana works herder than any of them end bears ell the - \
woories of the householf, and app}ies her mind nearly every héur ™

of the waking day t¢ kKeeping them ell out of debts She would
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8o ~6-198r1y‘benefit from a “t}dna{ay@ But it seems theoy van'y
treat her with the merey they would give to other people, they
need her 8o bédlys Especially Maddalana sulks when she goes
I rémember last year, '

avay, SupxDexthirercinyRxszn  when I.ueiana went away to Neples
for & couple or three days, the wouldn®t say good-morning to any
of us;. and Luciana had her mute; resentful eyes waiting for her
when she got baeks . , o L |

uaddelena is called the ingless by the famny, because she
18 tall‘ and thm and has never' had a mn, mis is why, they' all
sayg ahe is never gay, af%ar e cerf.am age virgms are never gey. -
Her sister Angelina is much zmattier, with blend heir and & neat
little face. WW fall »R in‘love with her, so her
sompnay is less golemn and pessimistio than Maddalend's, and she
understands her mother better end is lesa Jealous of heyr enjoyment.
Maddalena 1s twentywnina, and Angelina one or twWwo years younger,
yot neither nf them goss out with young men alone. Maddelena has
a 1@:1(;_; m.el‘ahchely faco, .ﬁe{; at all pretty, yet her body has cool,
gentle lines, asnd thero’s an elegande ebout her which she could
turn to Beauty' ﬁ"ﬂ the spirit ﬁadn"‘t"be_én beaten out of her, Thexe
is an unfathcmbie derk gpatliy about her like the qi;.énce of the
kye I think the family made fun of ﬁer looks When she was a
¢hild end nothing could convinee her that ‘she isn't ugly end -
unwented; - she seems t6. try to cencel herself oqi: » 88ying nothing
end slipping up to bed early, and shé is bitterly awdre of
Angelinat's pPettiness, a 1iight which dims ner éven more, sending
her deeper still into herself, thongh she - doesn‘t really resent
1t: Apart perhaps from Luciana she is the only person of quality
émong them. She holds her own counsel. She feels hate like A'the;\
others, and the same need to be ¢ruel; but at the same time there \
- 18 this brooding quietbin her, & resignation, ‘t;hagtx.gilves; her: &

I
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dertain delicacy; a sour wisdon.

The hatred in the houce is bitter; sneering and mirderpus;

so strong end suré end deép a necessity in them that nothing humen

could svate 1%, .Ivve soen oignora Flavia, the grandmther,
smal 1; fat woman in black,: duaty, threadbare clothes down to her
feet, sittinc, in the kitéhen screaming with ragé, her mouth in a
kind of grin, with tears pouring, down her face; stamping her feeot
up and down on the stone flodr as she Shouted; 'I'm e chuntess,
.& countesst! A lot of the hate and petty persecuation in the
house comes from hHer; and she  tries to influence her son against
other people, especially these whom Luciana 1ikes and offers
hospitality tos ThisS 15 Signora Flavia's revenge on her daughters
in«lawy, whom she feels has been a ba-é wife, The marchese only
‘listens $6 half what She says, 'but he. has heen Imrt enough by his
wife 4n the last twenty ye;az'ﬁa. not to heay *;hat voite as a balm,
Some people Say he's too. den;s‘é $6 have suéfered.g ‘but this isn't -
truss It mekes him more Yulnersble, if enything.: ‘
.'Las,t yé‘ar I reme;nher' that Sigora I{lavia often attacked
Michels; the fourteen-year«old son who shares Luciana's grage
end easé; and even hor pescgs He is slim, quite tall for. his
‘8ge, handscme in & rough wayy &nd his hands aren't those of a
butche®, or & Romin aristocrat?s for that matter, I noticed:
very soon after I saw him for the first time how 1ittle of his
father he seemed to have in him, how rebellious he wasy how "
quick to understand, unlike the others; and also there was a
tenderness in him vhich wes quite sbsent in the others. He*é \
deliberately rude to them, especially to hzs father, and he is
always ghouting, trying to tadge money or cigaredtes, eating great

chunks of bread and marmalade or tomnat oo éovered with oil, ‘w,‘_. N

\

and when he walks it it with & comic roguish slouwsh, uswally |
with his 8hirt hanging out of his trousers. Signora Flavia

\

\
\

\\
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complained tnaé he was dirty at teble and thet his manners were
nothing compared with those of his little brother Dino, which .
was untrue, If Dino éria& Micheles ﬁas always blamed, and the
wholq,éamily with the exgéption of Ludiana and-Ange1ina would .
beer down on him; calling him villainand wretéh, . "I noticed thai
Meddalena often leéotured him in her sourly delicate way, as if -
for the pleagurs of exer@i‘sing @ dit of power .over somebody,

But the leader of the persecutione--«a quife kindly persecutionees
isn't

. wag Signora Flavia, the rsascn being that Michele wREtE the

merchese’s son, but the 1llegitimate ¢hild of one of Lucisna's
love gﬁ‘éix‘swﬁmm 8 peesant living neéar by, Both Luciana
both with & quiet, fierce pagsion,  People say that the"peasanﬁ
wanted to have his ¢hild but the marchese insisted on kéép.iﬁg‘ him,
after endless arguments in whiseh the peaszi‘nt rudely benged the

teble and threatened viclemse, . "

._ The _marc}iésé\ has never been knewn to lsy & finger on ,Miéhele@
and ¥® cither he's bdlind ‘to humiliation or he conceals it mervells
ously, He waits for things to pass .m_f,e‘r. with a ,natu’-z_f‘é]'f px*avzgmaﬁi’fs‘m.@
end elways tries to keep out of quarrels, But. vwhen'I ay ito”: peoplé"”:"
that there may be an unusuel wisdom in this s they.say,'Noj it's
Just laziness and morael ineptitude,* All I know s’ that whé’n \I

"
get indigrnant at table because of somebody's rudeness he's th\é‘\éhe

to mke the First soothing, tactful resgﬁ:ﬁj\&{ﬁﬁough lecherbusw
thoughts seem to be in his head most of tha ’a& and although\;h - o
hoards photographs of bagutiful women and pores over. them for by t‘z}s\
alone in his bedroom, semetinss projscting them on to, the wall !‘:\é
slides, he is horrified by dirty stories at table and by eny 1aug\§ing ’ '5\\

about the body. He likes to take it with deedly seriousness,

. ¥hen Vittoria, his sister; gets a l1ittle drunk ef ter dinner and \

"
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takes her breast out of her dress to show us what & young end
tonder body she still hed; hé turns his head away sbruptly and
won't join in the leughter.

When a really prétty young women comes to the house he invites
her to look et his photographs, whicﬁ,peoﬁle gay really are superd
{(he won't show them to mens—-except to the locai monks who invite
him over to dinnher now and then to é the new ones), and which
include some of the loveliest snd most aristooratic woman ip the
.eit§¢ Arid he may then esk hér to pose herself; which after she
hés heerd the ﬂémeg.or ¥hte some of the other womenh comdsd &g an
honour¢ ° If she agrees he takes a long timeé :Cfixing the focus of
the camera, while he is a¢tually peering ai her bosoms At
teble he flirts with themy sits, them down néxt to him; pats their
armsy; touches their hair lightly; puts his hand on their shoulders.
Usually they suffer this in silense; for after all het's tﬁe'neéa
of thé houseé:i and on their segomt visit ihéy keep away from his
end of the table; undér Luciana's protection; which gratifivs her.
Re as&s-thgm.te gore for a rids on his matcfﬁséaﬁter*and.4§ they .
agreé he takes them %o 8 long deep-green field & féw'kiiameferé@-
south and tries to make love to themy almest always, unsuccessfully.
He is bald and has white, staring eyeds and 8 rather. Yoose: mouth,
and he walks with his back very straight, as he used. to in/ theﬁ
militery proc¢essions when he wes in the king's o8 ort . Aii aQbr
the house therée axre photographs: of him in cfrieer 8 ‘HRfiim unifprm.
Most women seem frightened of him; although, pernaps hevs the ﬁeé t
frightening member of the familyy Luciens told me that ‘When ﬁb
was. yourg hé was brutal with her in love; and that his firsst adﬁ

\
disgusted hers I wonder if this is true, Never trust whet a ‘ \%
; v —
woman says &bout her husband if she doesn't ‘Love him#@*he then \ NV
betomes tnerﬁersenificétion of all hey dié?ppéiﬂﬁmﬁnﬁﬁi - S -

He 'likes to keép on-the right side of church dogma even T\
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even in hi:s@.eeherieay and I*ve heard him explein to.& young
worAn that it would right and good of her to let him meke love to
her: sinee, having been in the king's edoort, when there wQs a king,
he'd been brought ¢lose %o the V&ﬁi@a;, and o influential monaggné.
ort, 0 that in a way contect With him would bring them nearer to
God, or at least get them a plenary indulgences Sz Last year I
heard him . tell a pretty girl hardly out of school, running his.
fingers lightly down her thioat, that she shouldn't be offended
if he. kissed because God; having made her & women; intended her as
an abject'cr love for men, which put en obligation on mea not to
behave too formelly and stiffly‘witp Womeﬁ,~especia11y if they
bappened to, be. beautiful (fas you; ny dear, arev), anﬁ that it
was better to risk offence (seizing the girl's head and planting.
@ kiss first on her forehead and then on her lips) then feil to
entance a waman's beauty whersver it wes possihles

The family leughs at this and never tries to protect the

girls And .Iuciand doesn't Seem & sorep 3ealans. Only is she
flirted would the family look up; speechlessly, watching their
beloved leave them eagain, and the foothold of their world slip
aways When someone eésked her once how suc¢h ugly; restless
people could ever have issued from her she sald, 2It%s beeause
they were conceleved without love ! . Only Michele was conﬁeived
in leove; however momentary; And he hes her seme peace, as I E:ay.,
the same slight dreeming beyondness. I noticed him this morning
8itting in an armehair by the hearth aoing his $Schoolwork; and
for a time the house was in utter ailence. ‘He was looking out
of the feench windows, lost, and the room scemed to rest in 1fs

silende, sureand casy, end I thought how none of the others eouia \\

\

.ever have achieved that., They walk about quickly &and awkwarﬁly\ . N
) ! . \

making their mmpek short; quick; eharp remarks in ugly voices,
I've seen & look of tenderness in Angelina's face only once,

\
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last yeer; when there were a’numbér of people in to ﬁea,‘éhd one
ofthem; & smiling, tunt-like, constently nodding and surprised
.wemaﬁg was talking o herlaioselyﬁ and Angelinsg fetohed out &
tiny; shining compact redio shetd %c&sht some medh monthe before;
' to,shéw-ﬁér, &ith its gcldeh*éérial'anﬁ a green léathay case no
bigger than a Womgn‘s hondbeg. She plugged it 4n, pulled out the
aerisl and bégan turning the dials and pressing spring-buttons
And all the time she played with her shining little box and the
other woman olgpped hex'hands‘togethér and ut%ered.auntaiike cries,
there. wae & tender; bemused, shy leok on.her face as if this was
61l her own handiwork; sométhing to do with her‘bérsonaily«~awiﬁh
her prettiness end health even, ‘I don't think I've ever seen her
fece 50 shyy like that ofha'éhild being praised before too many
'relaﬁiveag usually‘ﬂér'faée is strained &bout the eyes.y hard; .
seeming to dwell on herd subjects, like how much te¢a there is left
in thé_'qannister 8fter I've been 8t it; whethor tho dogs outiide
have"been'fédy'whether she hasg $imé to go to the' local town for
.aﬁothor electrio plig, whether the *sefvants' have boen atealing.
Perﬁaps this is why the young men are seldom in love with her for
longs I heard one of then sa“y indignantly, meking the Test of
us roay with laughter, that shé oouldn’t bring forth a child but
white maggotsl  Vhen we hed a visitor last year she said ‘he was
dirty in’ his nabits and that he used . $o pissd out of his window
(which would héve becn éasy; as the-sill was only a foot or soﬂ
sbove - the ground), eand that the Siamese eat used to omell Whenevar
4t haa been in his room for long (implying he wes sexvelly pe ~\,
verte&), t6 which he sald that she hed a mind as big as his dhuﬁhn

, , RN
nail:,, ' ) o . N

But che héis & curiosity sbout people which I like. She
watehes them inquisitively, rather like & c¢hild; wants to know
ebout them; ig varely envious,  Perhaps phat was taught her by

4

3
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Luclena, for 1t isn't true of the marcheses She isnso Gontent
to watgh other people thal she curls herself up in a ¢hair Somes
times and seems to cansel herself out, as;if gomeons had breathd
in her ¢ar that she'd velter give up trying %0 enter 1lifg-~=shotd
never #edlly have c¢hildren, take trains alone, pey he® own bille,
And this childishness weat with & much more prectical nsture then
Maddalenat'ss ’ .

X %1 Luciona and I often telked about the family last year,
Just, as if 1t wesn't horg: how rude they'd been to the visitor; .
talking sbout him in whispers; calling him wréteh, filthy beast,
pervert; parasite; and how when he dame to méals they made him
feel unwanted and more or less threw food at him,' When I asked
‘her onée if they had much sense of othér poople's i‘eeli 8 she:

v . ‘ They only feel 4t if ¢ 're hurt.
Saidy 'Noy none whatscever,. ngmeﬂWWwa
And she added that perhaps it was best to be like tbatzﬁ;,\ anare
only of oneself, yet relying on other people's merey, I said,
no; there was nothing 1nn1§y dbout that because they must be
unhappy people, being incapable of love., I 'rémember she shrugged
and mumuraa; *Unhappy no, but neither very happy nor tory sdd;
just on one lovel of ordinariness ell the ‘time.! Then she sdded
as she went eway into the kitchen, end this surprised me, 'People
may as well be dead as live like that,! -

It've often 2een Angelinad staring &%t the floor, bent forwai'd
a little, smoking an Amoricen cigerette, her yellow bleacehea" hai;l;x-
falling dovn her 6hecks (in @ fashion that went cut years agé»),

& terrible darkness Seoming to surround hery  Thebe ié_ Bomeﬂj;ig:
unbearably sad ebout the silence of these, wo sisters, They 1

. N\
seen.to be regretting SOmethinga-»aomething which perhaps they've \
never known but which they feel in their mothery in & few dumb ' |
intimations, not told them in wowdts.:_

In the marchesé there is no sadneés,.'justvas there is little



humour¢ He has no ideas,; 2;33 the religious ones he professes,
His God was & habit he picked up over. the yeers, as he picked wup
the habit of flirtation. I've never seen anything oven momentBre
ily reflective in his face, no dream,'w:ieh is why his company

tends to bzagggfecatins; I notice that a few sedonds after he

has left MExxehmkr to go to bed v1sitows sit bettar in their c¢hairs

and smile for the rirsa timaf,' He lives in°a strange, bars, friend-

b

less world, the lackey of his own dark thonghtsa lLast year I

 remember Luciane leaning over towards me &nd saying as he openede
}the door into the room, 'When he comes in it's like death passigg

over the table. You oan see averynne go stife and a bit afrai&.

l‘I said ncthing and looked avay .

Every afternoon when he eomae in for lunch he calls his

i

| youngesx son over to him and asks what he has been up to' he pats

his head and kisses him, laoka theatrically surprised when he is
snpposed to, tho whites of his eyes showing\ana his mouth drawn |
dcwn; and someﬁimea he pulls him on t0 his knee anﬁ;tells him'a
stary with granﬂ gestures; his chin lifted up, speaking rhe torically,
rolling out hie e, depieting great men, so that the child stares
into hie eyes and dares nct mke a movemsnt for foear of breaking

the 1egenA. When Euehe&e g::gsin late the marcheae alwaya bubdbles
over with questions, wanting to know exaatly where and what why,

poring over his answera’with rapt, dark, tender ouriosity, I

' remomber & feast~day last yeer in the village, down by the fountain,

where there are a few housea, a wooden vzzlagemhall and a petrol '
pump; & erowd oollected there atter lunch Tor games and eampattt~

fons, Michele was wearing his first suit, borrowed from & rich

. young men, a firned of Angelina's, who happened to he'abncrmalxy

gmall, The suit fitted perfectly and made him look debonair,
but his white shirt was frayed at the collar and was too btight
round the neok, so he took off the tie, then, since it was hot,
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the jacket: He came back after dark, when the firevorks were
over, and dropped straight ipto“a~ohair'while tie,marchesé_began
asking him the usual quiet questiorseswshouting et him suddenly,
?ﬁiehelé!i,.when he didn't reply. fed he Veen dancing? at whose
5¢use? what girls_wére?there?r d1d he. enjoy 1%?_ had he been Grinke
ing; for he looked so tired? .how many glgsses had . he teken? And
when they boy told him? i Py lerge glasses' he shruggeu and said,
Well; thet is hali a litre, enough for a amall bay not usad $o ft3
-Then he glanced eoross &t Luciana, with tha very sxightest of amiles,
and marmured; B abronzo’ nets drunkse Miéhele~didn’t uany it,_
only put his head in his hends and yevned. - Then; Suddenly, he "
got up end daghed away to his 5edroom, where he slept at 6nﬁe.

1 like .the Wayhthe merchese eerews up ﬁis faeé‘wheﬁ:he asks
qQuestions; as if piecing together a world he léft,lﬁng‘ago becauie
iof its disappointments, its not heving noble families in charge.
Anﬁ i noticed thet when the grandmother @icked him who had won the
gréaéy~pole'compecition ag tﬁe village he‘ahruggea and mnrmured,
"Oh, Some wrebche.u . then imitated a peaaant~accen$ in the uglieat
way possible T '

I ﬁhink it mast bé from him that Jinc, the little bay; ets
worlds The marahese has teught him pride in himsalf, and 1
remember how one day lasg year the ohild rushe& in from the
kitchen after Renato thé ‘servant’ haa told him to ccme into lunch,
and cried oud wiﬁh tears in hig eyes s§ ‘A servant must never sPeak
o me like thatx' The marchese forbids Luciana $o lay a ;inger
on the children, and they find it easy to confuae and browbeat
him, . I've ofteri heard them shnut at himg and thﬁn he grows very
mild; ‘trying to caln them‘down‘ a little afrazd; becduse tni@\la
the defiance he has taught’ them hinself . They have no fea* of
hin,; and when they really geb hoyc.nd thsmselvas and behave 1%1:@

A\
!
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devilsi Luociana takes ‘themj into another room and closes the doort,
then gives them a.thrashing With a cane, and promises them another
one twice &s hard if they tell their father sbout its They fear
both her-and Angelina, ~bec;ause they éet. bea'r:ings'fram both, The
‘po&sibility .of a beating gives Jjust that tough edge to life that- -
' the boys seem to need, and I'Ve seen Dino put his bere, dirty fect
on the taeblecloth so that Luciana will give him a cuff. Then,
af ter -she has done it, he comeés &nd curils up in her éhair, at her-
back, with his arms round her heck, and often falls asleep like
that; and stays there ﬁntil Angelina put@rhimuon her shoulders
and carries hiﬁ to beds The marchese igﬁa loving outside to thém
all, end they tell him every éért of lie; sometimes in connivance

with,Luciana, knowing how ¢redulous he is.

Last night thé little boy and I were tpe only ones at
table for dinner; -end all the time he played the padrone; talking
to me with great politeness, asking i1f 1 was enjoying the spaghetti,
calling: out to the servants in a loud, commanding voice; his little
¢hin pushed forward, and making them éome to my sidé of the table,'
to ask if I wanted a second holpings And they obeyed him.
Tcwards the end of ¢he dinner he called out to Nella,; Renato's
wxfe, a small, really eanimal oreature with a man's voice, and uhen:‘
she came to the table she leaned orgr:him and said quietly, her
teethréritted together, 'Remember you're nine and a half, nine and
a haif', but nevertheless she gave him exactly the number. of.
stuffed tématoes he asked for; wiﬁh some olive oil and saucé. He
sat s0 euthoritetively in his ¢hair, his back quite straight, his
but teking her

eyes elear end black; never looking up at her, hnxxxsxumzngxxxku

obedience for granted, giving his orders : . » |
aiixgax@iexnxs%zzaxﬁnéﬂzraxz;zthaZx to the air in front of
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takes ‘her breast. out. bf'her»aregsfto‘show:us'whaﬁ & young and-

"tender-bcdy‘she sH111l¢hass, nékturn3~ﬁis head away‘ahfuptly and

<ot worbitjodn. dnvabhie, leaghterile ke e"ﬁ‘ ,» «‘:’2”“:::; RN
e ST e [RE- ﬁrettJAydnmg»ﬁomen cdme to ‘the honse he 4invites them
1. tglther to lcok :at;-his photographs,,wnzch peogLe gay really are
. “Eupcrb (he won’t show- tham to. men»-aexcent tothe Tooal monPs Who
e lnvlte him to Jdinner now. end then to. see the'.new ones)y and include
. and. aristooratic
¢, some- .of the mpad 1ov¢¢y7wonne Anthe eity, or 6180, to pose for a
rarely refuse arter they've
¢ photograph ﬁhemselves, shick they-axmxx&xamxaﬂxﬁtﬁxxmyxmﬁuxx :
~ heeard the namas
T HERNEREXERE. . REXKNEXNENHR of. :tho oppegag.,(?»; S
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him, Then he ceme into my room, which lewds off the dining .
?00m§~anﬁ told me about the familyfs visit to Ponzag the isiand

ship, the crisﬁofero»Qolombu, on ité way %o Ameriaa, and how the
pilot had throttled the engine «f the boat o8 they drew neér to
the 1island shore, and how- smoothly thely had swerved tovwerds the
land, bobbing up'énd AQWﬁ slightly, on @ sea uttérly blue,; the.
rocks shéwing,a strange red under the watér, soft anf shimmering,
eénd the island greon &nd §r6$n5~hngéiana humped, before them. .
He asked me whethér London wéﬁ alfo an island in the sea,; as he'd
heard, and I said, 'Noz; but 4t has a»’rfmzﬁzxzmmmﬁzzmmﬁ
y and boats along 4%:' He wanted to know if thete doats hed
engines énd I said; 'Yes.' He nodded end murmared; staring at
the ceiling, lost in the stlent and hot Boom, *ih; then they're
motorboats , launches«»smotoscafl; seisluppe?® And after that he

turned towards the wall end went to sleep, like a c¢hild in &
drifting; ofrless rowboat on the calmést and darkest of rivers;

windless and unpeopleds I leaned back on my pillow; my foet up
and reaa a.littla, then
on the béd, sxmuxremxgxiieriay

4 kaddalena cdme in from work;
knoekea at my doof end cayriéd him upstairsy

The rest of the family vere oubts .The,j ?Ohgée §63~&t the.
‘gea with friends from the 'offidé';.and wouldn't be back until
the last train at midnight. Michele was at the ¢inema, whede
& misical was. showing; and Lut¢iens had gggge?ith the marchess®s
sister Vittoria (who also lives in ‘the xzaxux) and Ange&ina %o
& house &t the backiybehin& the vineysrd, where they were invited
to dinner and drinks. While I was readlng, afyer Dino had been
taken off to bed; I heerd laughter and muSiﬁ coming from beyona
the vines, and I thought how this sound no longer made me feel
lonly énd absndoned as it useéd to ences Thére was a merVellége “
gilencs in the house; Something very rape,; The house is capable
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of everything, has known everything from brutelity to the
ugmeat infatuation. . :
The other day Luciana ceme into my x‘ocm ay mnﬁawn, efter

1 hed opened my shutters to let in the ool eir, and leaned out
of %&a windos, looking et the peash trees, with the garden 1y:mg
in an unsustomary s%ﬂlmaéy, and said; *I love my house, you knowess*
It*e ma. ‘these silent pauses make one love the houses

. I romember last night tenderly, how the pillew felt agamet
my badk; how s I and the book in my hand and the silence end
the slight wind that went through the bushes just below my vdndow,
brmging in guats od' zmmxe and laughtor,; were all one dreem,.
 he ger msrohesets attitude towards ms hes ohenged
sﬁme last yesy, end I'm pursd this 5 due %o Immnafa subtle
persuasions. . He no longer watches me as he used to, snd he .

i

e

m-f‘chu-i &runwu.\i'
S S T W e OO

even tells me o onfidences obout other poople scmetimes, especially
sbout y&wzé ‘women, vhioh wouldbhave been impogaible. Befores, I
think he belisved last yoar that I was moking love either to hig
wife, who 18 nearly twenty yeers older them me, or to Angelins,
which at 1@99% was feasibleé, ° I romember how he used to follow me
about the house and how he would always ¢all down to Luciana if
she and I stayed up late takking togethers Ho hated to hear us
telk in whispers, in the silence of tho houss, snd God knows vheb
went through hie head, Now we stay up telking until the ea ly
hours and he never once calls down to hep that she mat ged some
sleep, thet she'll be £it for nothing in the morming, that it
‘i8n*t right, it isn't rightl Somehow she convinced him of the
silliness of his faam, and apart from that he has seon me with
girls ey _énd heers that I'm ettractéd to Bhis cne end not
thet, and so forths

During the day I em always given Angelma’s room o work
in, and this was the §ame last year, It always pained him then,
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that I should be going into the women's quaterts with ny young
monhood and using their dréssang@ﬁable as & desk,; and sloeping
ont their bed aftey Muinch, I worked hard last year &nd went out
very little, vhich gave him more opporunituy to imagine me up to - |
no goods I remsuber one evening ronding sombthing aloud to .
myself; e€lone in hor room, ‘énd realising after & time that I could.”
be Heard -outsides - Angeline was late in from work that evening,
and I henrd him walk along the ¢corridor and pause ;mwma ny Qovr,
listening, He apparontly didn't know that she was still out of
the houses I stopped reading alowd; thern decided to £ind out if
he really had been listening: I gob up .énﬂ went eeross to the
lavatory, whieh {s oppomite her dvors His bedroon is et the ¢nd
of the dorridor,; and aés I passod across I glanted to my right and
saw him s¥anding thore, buttoning his shirt in the mirror and at
the same time staring down the corridors I lotked the lavatory
door; then heard-him walk dewn to Angslina's room, ¢nter ity
then leave again and go back to his bedrooms After a time I
came out and returned to the voom, closing the doory when I
heard him welk down the corridor once egtin ond look thic #‘im@
in the lavatory; presumsbly to sce i I and his Geughter hed gone
in there togethers By now he was bewildered; and felt himself in
the middle of &6 'plots He euddenly pushed the door of my room
open, imitated a lﬁﬁk of surprise at finding m3 there and then
began £iddling uselessly with some cases on the floors I'm sure
he wonted t¢ Hook under the ded dut laoked the ﬁaﬁm

Last year I thought him o sort of monster; dreating & vorld
in hiz ovn mag,e; but now I know this isn't trud; end thot his
belief in lethery going on all round him %8 & kind of hopoe
A% lunch iest Suaday he was talking to me ebout a young woman thay
Tnow vho 1ives in Rome with her mother, end said sho was "vory
Romsr indeed?, that ie to say, 'Intelligent; passionato and
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emminam* t Bo ¢ne know how many mén thé*d hed, she was alvays
so segret in her comings and goings, she was oharming 0 sveryona
and gave the ilmprossicn of swedtnees and good will, but she oould
embréce one mAn on Mondey and ancther on Tuesday, uithout romembore
ing elther; hé could make love once ous of whim and then look
rather -loat and innocent when the man Suggested 1t & seoond tim: s

iest night his sister Vottoria duddenly announdced that she
wantod to sleep downstairs, 8nd he vhispered inmy hearing that
1% wes ‘only becsuse shé wantod me 46 Seduce her, though she i
over sixtys I repeated this to Luciana %nis m@rning inoredulously,
and she saiﬁ with a 11%tl6 smile that the pi gg 8 was prebably
quite righta

The young woman hé époke sbouty *intelligent, passionate
and cunning®, came lest Sunday. she is tall with dark hoir in
natiral rings, aa& though her fase is full of mevementﬁ quick

alone, Sometimes shae csn hardly bring h&meﬂ;ﬂ to opén hai'
mouthi--=4t seoms out of migery, like & porson dragging ﬁeﬁﬁélf
out of aMz‘shg ss:slia provides the family with oppogte
unities to hurt her, she offers no resistemce; " they seem'to
&mell aufféring in other people; they vzan‘i; to draw-.a ’1&;%3‘.«5 '
'blea&; their faces sullan, ‘heavy,. paﬂﬁingh 1ike¢ people in a plott,
their pleasures deathlys From Silvie, @ fat, palé young wohan(
who lives in the h@um behind the vineyard, and who has naiﬁhex‘\
a léver nor work, wantsva little oxoitement; all the pe@pie wh \
visit us provide it; having 8 good bragn, glear and shrew ; i f
ehe will mkeé. the sperk for any mlice Bhat.the othefs needs “77\\ “

)
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she usually comes in fo teR in the aftornoon, snd is virtually
-one of the family, providing the sting of wit and shrewd observe
ation, Her volce 1o #kx harsh, ond whon sho Speaks ageinst peopls
it has a spoaial cutting tone; ahe seems to be-qgking revange for
averything life hes refused hors I heard ﬁar*Say the other day
that Meriase<the ¥intélligent, passionate and cunning? girlees
waBn't &t 811 beautiful to hor mind: ohe hed & lonse mouth; too,
large and open, and her hips were too wide; che snid it as though
she was: Xilling her, with a swift, hungry Sounds ,Ana‘signura
Flavia says that vhile Maria 4s a person of disdinotion, yot ohe
is perhaps a Jittle too m ¢« And other people say, *Oh;
Maria 18 too ertificasl in the way she speaksit
I enjoy boing with Luciana énd Maria alone, just the three
afknggf wh ¢Bn speak to. osoh other intipately; easoh of us having
mmt y 80 that we have nething %o i@ @%img 6\-/9.
Luciona and 1 take the bus to Rome and go to Neria's flat, where |
she lives with hed mother, end we sit behind miwiws closed shutters
in the hot halfsdarkness in thée afternoon; with yellow; slighs,
gleaming lincs showing through the ehutzar&slgtsﬁ-whilé Mariats
mother pads softly across the stone kitohen floor; bringing cool
drinks, going to the refrigerator; ond vhen i%'s cool and the sun
has gone down bohind the curved, smaatﬁfbiﬁek'af f£lats close by,
leoving the space between in ﬁéﬁd@wg we 54% out on the verandak
in eanvas chairs, ag the foot of the s%ep&-leading up to tho kitchen,

sverything ebout tis of stoné or cement, new; cut off from the rost
of the &ity, a great statie islani like & memobiael; with sconsionel
BquOYe 1QWﬁag excéliontly cut and small; with nere and there yaung
troes, The m@mant you enter this stone werld of flats thomgh \

& gate, along & spesial road, thore 18 & new coolness end quiet, i
and the nolses of tha main atroet 6lose by fall bask, o &
It 48 g0 differenz from. this houwse wheére the noise atords 5§£
D

N
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of conls or with Ding's desfening ¢ries or with the radio turned
on guddenly at full stresgth, &s iﬁfig'Véngeﬂul enjoymonts = OF
esle Nelle the medd shouts Yo her own Son to "Come In, you vagabondil
in thet deep, dry beastsvolce &f hera, If you've slépt well it's
&11 right bBuf if your dreoms have been hesvy and full of the pest
thes¢ noises ere like a frosh assault, to keap the vounds ‘open 811
ﬁﬁy@;- , ‘ _

#aria told mo & fow days g that she could hardly bear telking
to the marchese, hated it when he touched her, And vhen I said °
that he'd called hor *intelligent, passionate and cunningt she
replied that he only epoke 1iké this %o give the impression of
{ntuitive girts;fwhiéh he lacked; he had only hesrd soméone else
uge those wewds about heyr, and dstided to ussé- thaé;;ggn ay é;;:;%i
vaddy came, She said ho oreated & domplicated world for himself&~¢
a world where theie were sSceret sssignations all the time end ¢verys
thing was plot #nd subterfuge, ond the reality wes the opposité of
appearanse, so thet heving created ?wstery ‘Raehotmentt Q‘é’haa to
pemtrata it; gzemmﬂ.ﬂe& himself on his ¢leverness: He doos
it lixe a oonjuror¥s trick énd &t first you don't realise that the
vorld he has made is ¢ompletely falss. |

He cells her cunning, shé suys, because hé ¢an't allow himself
to belisve that, being a typieal YRomen voman', she ia Eimply utie
heppys end not the matoriaiisation of hiS Weehemews Aresms I
notice thet he doein't staréh her body with his eyes as he does

thefothér womon: instead, he puts the whole ¢f her lifee-«which
he thinksg he knows aboute«+intd the labvoratoery of hi& desires;
he turrs her into a daydream, '

Sometimes he will look at & woman with his eyes s@raw@&'apak
enxiously, 8¢ if on some paingbaking inve@tigatian; ‘he hes to |
verify every detail, He seems to mnﬁér women inwardlye~-even



‘his own wife; to i:faép her as an bbggéﬁ of pléaénms‘g tﬁey metntt
have guite humsn lives, i L |

His work, which 18 & féw hours évery 4ey at the dustoms houoo
in Rome, at the ‘office’ but' in fadt vaving tho leavy trucks in
anidl out of the main gate, end exemining the drivers' passes, aaésu"g
maan a ﬁhtna to him. He ‘goes to the cinema sometimes, rides hia |
iittle @osotervinto tho, village to drink & coffecy I've naver
seen him read a newspéperi’ HE only quiockens, and becomes reslly
fiuent 6nd at his ease, when women eve mentioned; and also when-
the Romen ‘eristosrésy is being talked eboub<ibthere ail his groce
ioueriess Gombs oube SR B

iagt night he qﬁme with us to Mdriete fiat and I watehed him

, varanaah ag it graw darker and

taikmg o0 her on the x&i PREXENRXER LK ENEs the lights in
the fidt-windows bemm iV:) wenﬁ up one afwr another an& ouy vowaa
becane more muffled in the- ;Wi:}ins duﬂg‘ He tom he:r thaf:

he was ativevted by everythmg in her, by her mwe. the erect way ‘

she sat in a’anazr, her o&lm and still eyes, her }.ang. dresmy waa.k,
but ho realised thet he had no ¢hance of mking low to hex. ba&ngm
coinpared with heraween old man (he 18 fxﬂymnine) ' ana mrhnpﬁ nat
her kind ‘méntallyt, . He 6160 talked ébout the WEFFXRIEIN: o
“‘- ayx boy vho thre her ober & short time 8go; caa.zed Ma@gp\‘.
That Yoy, he said, was never in mvé, this ves what ohiaﬁy /\\ ’yj\l\ ‘
worried him ebout Frante (they m related) . ‘b;hat he hee.me& \i(\
incapeble of loves Meris daid to his quietly thm; he mght) \([ ‘
simply Ue blind to Framco's reel nature, but he shoék ‘his hee{& /:ﬁ
pleasantly and oried; 'Noj I've known Franco i’rama emm. ha'é\ '\
been in my houseseswhy, avery dey for three yéers or oo at ofie | ! |

timogt He was in a m\mh peébter position to judge 'the boy tshanx
most pecple, certainly more thannthosessswith 4 g}.:lttaring gide= S\

A
#1enee 6t herw=-who fell in love with hims The faot was; -he |

said; that the bay &0t tired of his girls after he'd slept with |

L
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thom onoe or twice (4 deliberats thrust af her, to see if it
was true or not), to vhich Moria séid thet this seant nothing, -
only thet he dida't love moab of the girle he went withy .

But do¢s Heria know the whole of tho story, I wonder? o
4fter the marchese haa 1eft 6he derk terrace I tried to fin& cuts
Peyheps shé knows, ) She knoas al loast that Frando 15 in 10?&,
she said; *Thé‘marﬁhasa,muat be even blindercthan -I thought}!

But, I gaid, *ﬁe‘é»sglanéxqg 8% hor-=-+*the dleverest people are

often blind in these t@}nﬁa; when it touches themselvese-~«whils

the washervwomen, &nd the millwen know the fastn,? ' She 81dn't reply
to thisy 8o I have no wey of teliing whéther ﬁhé understands everye
things T kept quiet, end we %alk@ﬁ avout aambthing el66.
Strange how ;gten the neme Franac ¢aﬁ;g upa He has put quite
# gpell on-péople with his geletys He is a1l and lively, with
rether fair hair and good toeoth, not &t ell hangsoms but graceful
and Rindly: full of the euns: Hé jokeé.abeﬁt and then falls inte
a quiét mood, nnprediétably, and I nctiae how aﬁtentiva hoe is of

~ other people, never 1ettnng them dwindls inﬁ@ gadness if he tan
help it; Franco 18 twenty~tvwo now, i end at this moment. is far
avey, in the nﬁrthﬁimarking on & farmy Luciand, Viﬁﬁaria (his' |
mother) and the marchese all talk ebout him &t langth, and ﬂ o
eapeaially when Marza is with us: thoy think they're easing heg
paif; and perhaps they'xe rights I romémber the mﬁxchese‘telmiig
her one afternoon lavt’W@Qk’fWhﬁﬂ most of thé others wore oui. of &\\

the room, how Fronsd somstimes used, fer apparenily no reaaoni \\\
6 go into his room suddenly, throw himself on tie bed &nd W_:c\s\t' |
into tears. This worried and disturbed the mhrschese. \

But dosen't he realiss thet he caused the tedls, partiy? \

¥ ) ‘ . . ‘ “\

It would be a choék to him 4 he aid, Or does he réally kmow )
" AN,

evorything & | 15 he trying %o protect his ovin hionouy by scening

\

|
| Vi,
not to know? Yet what honour cen he think ho has, ab this \

™~
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point? - He's & mirchess at a time wi:,an there are no bitles,
' He hag trained people to £i¥6 him that neme by hard persistense day
.after day;: that e some aahieveman‘t: after tvo worm wars, %o be
aellé&‘gagphﬂ : withppt it;geeming ridiculous; . you heve to admire

him for it.. o . - ’ |

I wonder if-he Lnﬁwa ovePything dnd suffers, watéhing tne
divining eyés ‘of the peeple dlose tprhim»-«peepla;like me; who
: know the situation? On¢e or twice last yeer he_éaéé 11%%;9 -
indications thet he knew, . I wonder? .

I ramember Franéo cem&ng Bovn from the nerth last yoor, very
bronzed. and al@anwleokin@;, and what ferrivie q,uemmlfs this causéd
- between the garthese and Iuciang, On the evaning before., he wong
beck I remember Franto was sivting with. hex on She torrace overs
lopking the grevel path, whoge the jtx;é‘c&e move softly ab night,
_and I remomber how; a8 it got later, the marchess came dévnstairs
again in his pylamey énd Qn&ppeaﬂ 6t ﬁe;@-‘--sﬁé miet come to bell, this
kind of 11?9 s ridiculoud; it was aireaay paat mﬁéujghﬁi; She
laakéﬁ like & young girl 1n thé nhalf-darkness, She alaply naa&e&
to him‘each time, hmz loy haart wag qniet, she was uneoved. by anya
thing he said, ead there wag ebout her thut m‘thieasneas and éb-

stinaocy of & wife in iove with someons also.; Francé simply 1écka&

the other wey, into the derlmess of the garden, while the merchese
talhea. They had both Yopdd ho would be aslgep by now, } \\

Franco had the bedroom nser the kiﬁchen; on the grouna f&oosa

vhile &1l the other bedrooms Were upateirs, and if the Count hed A

. fellen 4sléep they wsuld bmth h&ve gone thera and laaked the &éorg N

1 noticed that whenever Frando was ih town with me, d::inldss
at ong ar‘the'bara, of in @ party of people, he was lighter, le
theughtful, as if hotd yo-ontered the world from & tooetorrible \
i\

\
FAS

h@ppiness, perhapd;  The other day Luqiang ghoved me & l@%gar
from him in whioh he sald that everyvhere he went withbher, the¥X“

b}

\ -
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oon, in Haples where they'd: #at and watehed
the beash far below, the rnaQyéhey drove along, the hotol b@dré@mé
at night, the stations vhers they et and said goo&bye,:beaama
remarkeble Benzitin and lovely for him, under &tSp@éiﬁl(lightg
primevally brilliont; vordtans, &nd if‘heﬁéver‘gaw.thaﬁe places
8zain, withodt her, they nﬁuiﬂ 8111l be under that light, a3 if
ghetd vaptised them for &im. '

And she wrote in reply that she nover felt shzme in his

smailest: eafgg a ‘hote

presente, they dould do enything %o sach other without sensing
the forbidden; théty she vonldn't 1ive an hour without thinking
thout him dnd dreaming Him backe . Only When they-talked Yo eoch
othef‘éié they fina'real‘reﬁt; and compared with that all the othey
talk they did wes irksomes Their first moment of meeting égain
weg elways unbeéarably éastatic. |

Sho Beked me 1f he was cuch @ &trong,kg_uﬁgg_yxesenae for e
as well; for example vhen we. wers all at t8ble? .And I s6id, 'Yesy
‘he has &0 mich 1light in him, like the sun.? But she pressed the
question harder; leaning forward with qtrazne&,eyas like a yangg
girl, and askéd, did this presenee cancel . .oud ﬁhé reut of tmej
world for me ge it did for her, d4d I fina the samg Bolage in’hia
talk, d4id other pneple, ¢dpecially other sirla, féel exaotiy wﬁat shé

g smile; and I aaid, yos, 1%‘3 true he has lighx inhim, but thé&a
are your feclings because you're in love with him/ S ‘i;, %\\
1% bepan by accideant ond hadh 't mednt it ta continue, $h3}5_§\
wes joking with him, €itting on his bed after everybody slse &ab _
upstaire, ond vhen she ruffled him helr he pulled her towards ﬁ‘
auddenl;, §t111 her nephow, apnd then, swiftly, in a.hiné afuﬁlee@
yhore the héuse ond 1ts ¢luking people had slipyped Gway, Lhey ‘
enbraced shich othér; ond it was like the first prineval love 1 \\

of drseams, They 1left ongh other sshamed and avwed, Noxt msranr \g
! v \
\
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. | ., . evem o ,
' 4ing she told him he'd been wicked to/think of doing sush & thing,

\

and they must both forget sbout it &8 soon a8 ‘yéissibie. At lunoh,

*\a‘t 8 table of tén or twelve people, she tém éveryane how Franéo

seomed to prefer older vomen, &nd shee; watohed him blush painfully;
he thought shetd desorted him, deaaraa& hér own ect. DBut thas
night, whén ev eryone had gcna to bea. vhey went 'bo tho same bedroom

""" by $ho kitchon, ond their love Vas this time mmer, because they

925 o3 rebelliﬂg dgoinst their oun comnﬁnfls. and a@ainet & worid which

com:!.dxz,*t crama up ‘o theiy &em, nram that ti:na m -6he never
ﬂ‘ s¢olded him fgain, never tried to stop herselis mﬁ she bogen to

‘%b’inlf of hin every hour of the deys . Belng sway from him was now
e, pain; mmubh apyaxéntly nG one e¢lee nom.ded mis.
At ‘Lnat 'time Franco hed actually baeu a.inng i.n the house,

T mth ‘Vittoria his mothery he was & z’railer an& more shaltered

t

4 pewm then »han he 1c news He had no ﬁvorzc and would sit for

&aaum in the roow overlocking the gravel path, pleying with the
radio, reaéina. , _
" Cne dey ke come t6 ner nmz said he could bear 12: no longers ho

i"z«xs 80 much in Bove. He didn't say &t first with whom, &nd she
gﬁﬁ’cgﬁggﬁgtmggiﬁza | Jtoske& up at h;un and smiled that ?t wds horselfl,
| gEeuxkaxtnkixioan from his position, he told hﬂ‘r‘ that it was her
dsughter Angeling, end that he must marry ham >

gsm wented to seream apmething; but sat there watching him;

: hea*' mouth & little open, hm‘.‘dlj’ dering to broaths; and 1t was cleay
| fmm his eyes thet he hed no idea’ of het pain.  Instosd, he stood

n front of her like & vday ‘
"And shé imcm't even mw.wea m.m and Ange.v.ina tegathe,‘rg They'd
saion wa lics aog,athwg thaym basn to the cmema but naver onge had

| ?shat ’cnought trosged hey mmd. she suddenly felt xmr Bﬁe, vhe

dii’fersme of yesrs vetween thems Far waekb aftoy this she suffe
ered the kinu of 1onelmesamcmyine, &lme at night in her room,

i



, awakeé “the whcle_p;ght, aﬁ;biﬁernexé night agéin; in a
. delirium of grief;—wwnich we all hope will nQVer come again after |
' youth: | | -

‘ She spent hcuréfen-her'béd'upstairs 1iétening'for & noise,
her door open, Imowing that he and Angelina were below. She lay
csmoking eigarette after cigarette, starting whenever 8he heard the
' mnrmnr‘of a voice or heérd her daughter cough, thinking it was a
pessionate ery, or when the diven créaied, its sprihgs elanginé
quietly tdgéthgr; And she would only (reée, ¢losing her eyes for
the first}time, when Angelina came into the bedfcom:énd lay down
at her side, and she heard his door olosa downstairs. For monkhs
now Luciana no longeyr slept with hey husbanﬁ. ‘ _

She and Angeline said little to each other during those daps.
sne thought her daughte: knew what she was sufrering, but couldn't
" be sure. She asked her‘suddenly onée, was she really in love with
- Franéo (as a mother would.ask the question), but Angelina shrugged
" hey shoulders, pouting, and said she didn't know, At any rate,
Angelina didn't marry Franco. It wasn't mentioned again, I 5
think she felt the will of her'mother‘drawiﬁg her back fram him, _
"without knowing quite what’waS‘happéning;l ghe dculdp‘t fece the
separation from her mothéy thet marriéée Would involve, and perheps
Luoiana worked on this. And shé couldn't beai her silent dis-
apprOVai;" Nébgdy in the fam11&~6as b:oaﬁ égainst*that; So she
slowly gave way, a8 & bull in éhe ring, with the §wor& deepmin
: his neék end the picedors dréwing closer, in the heet and deafening
feéies, turns slowly round; his head lower and lower, and gives in,
slips down on the sand and aoenéft nove again, °Lg91ana had the
sword, and plunged it in quicklyy hér eyes closed---this was the
-'* deughter she adored and slept with every night. ,
A(fgﬁ weeks lafer Angelina cémafté’hef and 8aid that she was

no lenger interested in Franco, and nade & face &8 if to say that
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she was dlsgusted. . This meant for Luciana that he'd triéd to
. make love to her énd fazled, she'was'deléricuslyuhappy.l:‘Shé
took it to be a miracle,.and Shevand.Franéo made love mikk again
with the éame/easy*wildneSS as atxfir§t¢{ On:his side, he secemed
to have retovered from Angslina; nhe no longer: deseribed her: ..
loveliness at‘léngth %O'thiana;»norudid he say again thet he wanted

to marry hér, -

Angelina clearly wants thldren;.and'perhapsréfnusband; but
she would have the fﬁrst~with0u£‘the.éecéndif She is aiways feeling
111, she suffers these peculiar~9pasms-¢$“spité and hatred, which.
meke her shoulders slope more than usualy, her eyes dim and. mean}

" her. VOice becomes a mnrmnr, she seems a fierce beast caughty

- She is streng physically and when ‘her anger is up -she ¢an be éruel
with her hands, Itve. seen hei pull Dino’s hair with all her
strength and 1& a moment of .bittérness twist the cat's tail and
most of her jeking takes the~form:0f'horsep1ay; Last‘night, at

" & small party held in Nina's house héhind;thé vineybra,‘éhe pulled
a chair back just-as I was about to s:{t"abm after & dancé end I
1aﬁdeg)351the floor, ”éﬁé hit & young "man on his back a terrifio
blo# whils né was gasind out er'th“‘in&aw, watdhing the moon come
ﬁﬁ?“ she ‘Was constan%iﬁ'tggii;g peopie‘ﬁsﬁsmas burning their bare
‘arms,ever ‘80 slightly-withlfhe.tip of her ‘ciglrétte’ While they

)v,o.

‘%éfkéﬁ 'GHen shé’ does this people look away TH embarrassment;

iﬁé;aﬁa asks her why sha has to be 'bad* like this. Angelina 18

S or y

gmakm horseplay was once gaiety, but :ﬁ; isn”t nows -

et

Eve£§ day she goea to'a huge lot¢omotive factory south of Rome

wt-» -«,,

14,1 By,

ahd Works in the office Just behind the adSembly~robmi ' The noise

LTI AT ONTE Lie

is ‘continuous ‘And’ deaféniﬁgilbuﬁ'WHenﬂigi I'a8k her abddt it she says
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ghe finde it comforting; in foet, after three yobrs shc couldn't
do witheut it. the comsd bask o dhe house silent and tived in
the evenings, proud dof having a gromeup job: 8he bits dowh withe
out spsaking, sighing 1ike en old womAn, not snewering Lusionats
solioitous questions; shrugging &nd yawning, ond her fooe dcomes
a8 ugly &8s a pretiy face can be, If I héppen to to telking to
Luciane, quietly and sasily @8 we do, she will out ecross the
conversation with *D1d you think to order butter today?t of
*shy wes Dino dipping @bout in the pool, you know he oomes in with
bic fest covered in mud, end then Nelle complatnseest?

Her work at the lovomotive faatt’mx# is & daily gonuficttion
Yo lav and order and Pespectadility, 41l tho things ahe fecls she
misces &t homes I suppobe this 16 how poople vhose vwork Hes no
perosonal mesning oan Walk the stioets with their hdads up: we
heve & shamed sensé of boing different from Everyono Elso wlitn
wef"*’ré young, dirtier porheps, end when we got a job like Everjone
Blse it seers like &-proud new status when it*s really nothing ot

But now end thon Angelina talks to me quictly Soo, reministingy
about the island of Ponzeesshe seons a8 fascinated as her itttis
brother; &bout how youi feet show blué when you put them in the
water; how gloricus it is to épproach the isiend through 8 rough
sén, with the boat riding out of the woves snd then nosing bwn
aghin, end how, i you stand oh the tallest rook; you ¢on see tho
wholé land &nd the 1imitless sea all round i, green and blue and
touohod with foamy whiteé: and how there is ono ohild on the island,
& boy who gerves at tebls, 'mfﬁh a proud and angeélw fads, at whom
you have to look all the %imé bevause he moves o slowly and
porfestly, like o -&h@ﬁéﬁ(@fﬁﬁ%ﬂt"@i with a émile that cancels oud
the lives we lead, OF she tolls ms ebout & journey She made
gouth mae.;‘ vhon she sew. Isohia end vWanted ¥6 live there; how she
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ioves ielands; how if she merried she would went to teke her
husband away énd be alone with him, separate from the worldy
on just sath islandsees Sho never talks sbout psople in this
quiot; dreaming way, hey oyes Lor the first $ims looking right
beyond the warld: she dossn't peally trust people, noy ¢an she
believe easily that they've as dleaneliving and docent as she is,
At tho factory she goes to the canteen asft 1ittle as possible,
while thé othey office-workers go dom in & great pérty every
afternoms, '

1 noticed at the party the other evening, whon She Was tired
and perhops & bit ashamed of her hovrseplay, she sat df the edge
of tho vroom watching the rest of us,; helfesmiling, lost in our
meovements and expressions; céncelling herself out as if she’d
suddenly turhod into en old women with golden hain I nobived’
her eyes aspecidlly, how dxsaming they wors, as if to say, tAh,

1 belohged to 1ife onoesss® , | |

This morning I was woken coon after davn by mm*a ferrible
shouting: you Seldom Wake up pescefully here, never in silente.
But silende when it doeé £all over the house is moving and glevsé
ious, 1ike the proslametion of scmething you've forgotien &nd
thought was impossible sgain, o

The trouble was startsd by Hichoele, He came down the stairs
imitating & ton of 0088 as wsual and; piling Pelion 6n Ossa; widh |
dirty bare feot just as Nella was Srubbing the tiled fioor,

&he asked hinm not to :fei‘ea& vhete éha';'d alroady worked, Hoe asked
her wasn't she pald for her woik, end this infurgated her, Goming
from @ fourtecnsyecar«-0ld boys She bogah shouting &« the top of
her voioé; and this was where I regained consdiousnesse . &he
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put her voite right next to my doer: ovon When ehe is saying
kindly and amsing things thoy sound 1iko the foilest insulds,
ond vhen gho zxixmg shouis you feol 1ike & men being: punished
for a orime he d%dn't know ho hed comuitted,

411 4oy thero are quarrels, shouting, the

the calling ofrnames and. Séveamed oursss, Go seldem doss silonte
falle«sghd ab ony woment it my bo broken with delibarate mirdefs
oug iﬂnﬁwmemwthat overy day toashos yon & botter appreciation
of it¢ It may be Dino siiding down the bannister of the stairs,
moking & procipitous rumdiing noise thet £ills the whole house

&8 ho turns the Gorner into the straight, or Michele pushos open
a door with his foot, making it olom against the wall, or the
marchese arrives suddenly on his motoreséooter and stalks into.
the big room, peering about, Nothing san bo predicteds Hella:
may be polite énd guiet and even amusing now, doing hor work
miliingly, looking after everyone, and $hen, mot & mimibe loter,
" shé'll be sorenming hor head off end taking her o¥n son by his
netk, in 8 firm grip; and giving hinm groat smacke across the fave,
oy decrying the house for boing dirty and degenerats end & sink of
vice, and for paying her too hittle, .

Somefimes the mornings apan mmnma&y, with

bringing 8 gup of steaming biaok goffeé into my room as the Sun.
comes through the shutters on to the light tiled moéfr;}-. and the
housé 48 eilent after the children huve left for sthool, and the
daughters and ‘i:he 'mch@ax have left for work; then brookfast

is prapared and 1laid for me at & dorner of the teble in the bxg
room; and ﬁ[@iw with me smoking #nd tauzing while I )m.

This morning, after Nella's shouting hed stopped, I found

there wae no voffee, no tea, no broad, ThHore was £ilth evarys
where, the child Dino was whimpering in ‘a’&oi;nam, end. even o
Angélinats room, which is a refuge for mo, was full of Hella's

Luwum
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brushing and ssfubbing things, with thé bedoiothes all over the
floors = Ludiona hed gons %o towns, I ‘walked about the houge.
dursing them, 8ll, finding su&denly that I'd becoms part of the
familng?t:é 'ha‘bre&a " PEihaps ny i’“&ﬁa had hegun to. weap th@
same dork, mean ehd yet strangely ardent mk@aaam T blamed
Lugiana with all the others««-for the Shaos; the £ilth; the way .
you had. to soratéh for foods Then I sav the bus from the vilisge
stop at the end of the path and Ivoiena step m.- And e ence

a8 @0@1 strbanm Qf ﬁhe gentlaﬂﬂ g@(’a w J 5 So e 1L v -mnwum-:;.
seens§ bo flov into the garden; Like & sudden.mountain bresge
beyend

from the peaks %em the misty; oweating vineyspds, that look
blue énd 1s.sht,-»bxcwn and sometimes groy in the distands, and secem
ii[?i,{mun& for God to step down fe=tiEms I grev quiet and
gasghed her walking neatly down the gravel path, hor hage grey ag
the nidés,; her eyes. sharp and bladk: she was distant like abmoone
in‘a pisturss The roonms. Folt easy fgain; Dino stépped ishfixms;r
I went to the kitchen to meet her and she madé me tea,; the bost
China blend, end gave me hs‘!‘c.apo#ia& moming dish of bread and
and gariic, wsley and basii ahoppad
tomatoes saaked mim oil ansiarnisyxnnd sﬁxmﬂ By
over- theme ' ‘

YYoun must be g6 hungry;' shé said, .

+ + + e

The lunch todsy wes quiﬁﬁw than any I've known hera on
& sundey, *hen there arve usuelly vistors and ¢ers drew up
outeide the front porch end thers ere incessant maasnakmé '
ané ers.es of wlaws lerwn simleted; to hide bifswx“ famny
feuds)y the &aga imx*k, pmpzw n np and down tha atepe, .
the enimran are exaited, t‘he radio xs switohed m, the Qﬁ%&m
five of ehem, inoluding & slim, elogont &mmeaewareep unm- -
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people's légs. or Jump on %o the table and steusl the shlami of
lick i;he butter, Bub gumkavdayeis today the only wisitors woré
Roga ana Flova, vwho ade. real.}mmbew& of of the family,; and- beins
Vittoriats ghildrons«sFramots 8istorse-saroc gentlo and eday;
and &g they live in Rome they have no merk of the hekd villege on

them, . L |

“Neithiey the mabchese nior Angeling wore fhercwwsthat is,.the:
twe most nerve-wrascking clements vwere missing. It has occurred
to mo lately thet he's reelly shy of poople end makes @ specisl -
- harsh effort to get soross to thom; he is always tho fiyst up
to bed 4n the afternoon; leeving everyone olse at teble, perhaps
knowing in his -mysterious and dlindesseming way that they <¢on
talk and smile better without hime As for Angelina; she dakes
command of all the practical things &t table, smacking Dino's
kneed when he won'd. sit propérly in his ohair; shouting ecross at
Michele in her roguh, ‘housswife's volce to eab éecenﬁ-ﬁly and not--
to snatoh the breed; ¢alling out to Haella to bring in the nekd
sourse, romarking on the taste of this and that; with sudden r
surrpetitious glentes under her hx*ew;; vith her at table there
is niore d4igéipline bpt 1458 pebdtoy - ' '

foday Luolane was in chasge, governing our spirits. On:}:r

in Dino did there remsin & frace of the ugly, ¢éruel will, dut
Vittoriats éanghﬁws were 8o gentle with him thdt he started to
£ind himself emising; & gromwup wit; and efter he'd got us all
lsughing hé even ate &éaenﬂyg $0 keep his position of oquality
with tsecaduits, The teble felt quite adrift frea the villdgo,
Then éveryone wént away qum%ly to sléép; The house fell.into
an sfﬁerneon gilerice, wzth the sun at ﬁ:s hottest glowing hour;
the Gurtains over the fxeneh windows stirring and biliawing xm%
with the alow; cool breeze from the sea, ihen overybody hed
gone NAaddalens put the radio on quietly, nnd after the first notes
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I came’ Gut to listens I was Cevaradossi's arie on the
bettlements of Sant Angele, Prom Josea, end Meddalena made -i¢
louder &s I sat down, realising I'd come $6 listens There
wag & snoteh of misie,. like sduething fron another worldese
where I might nevér be fgdinewwand then Nella's shouting started
with. @ double vengeful forte, like a vemindere The dishes
¢lattered together in the kitoheh, the loose valves of the rodlo
mede the voice and orohestIs & blur vhendver thore wis 8 éreséondo
or the piteh rose. '

Ang latéy thet dey, a'-gré if 1t haé béen -axrranged to goincide
with the ahénece of the marchese and Angelinswesor perbaps they'd
left the houdé in & huff, after thoy*d heiard he was emningm

Frenco eppeéred from the north for ten days holiday, The fivat

two or thive days were sweltering 8nd sullen, but with 4 strénge

sostatic excitement in the eifs - Thé farniture and the garden

outside looked mﬁmr&wg and Luciana went yound the house with
glowing eyess The na s @nd Angelina ‘came back, gium and -
mute; and Angelina harﬁly greeotod Franeo, - The, méhesg _waa

gentle and pleasant with him, wiehedng him from under his éyes

broms, with & trace of edmirations  Slovly the glbem entered
Iueiand; too, as the time for him to go vack d¥ew neaxels Heg.
eyes glowed no longers the seemdd to Know s omathmg; ! sﬁ&&é}m,

two or three days before hv wag due %o leave, he wab gones ! \

Z Lusiene ceme to me in the afternoon, Arooping ea’x&‘ﬁgak; wWith af\“
cold eho'd caught from Frango, agd asked me, Goulantt I £ind h@&
& job in Rome someévhere, enything to &top hep ‘i:hinking aboat | .~

\

him? That dey wes sed end morvous, full of reih end' Yow, mﬁak

(‘«lﬁnﬁﬁa In the evening she énd Vittoria an& b mre s&tting by S
the radio, et & 1little teble where we semetities cuffae £n “ttie” \
afterncon, with & séindle alight in the miédle beuauae the siee(
ricity was failing, Gue to the storm out-éidm + The house wasa\ }
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axtraardinarily 81lend, the windows wepe tigh% shat againét the
doed; ‘sultry adrs . Vittoria had been weeping a1l duy becouse her
son had 'neglo¢ied' her all the time he was houg«ee-nevor once asked
he Yo -tome %o the ¢lty, never stayed in the houss with her; . all
bocause Luciana cladmed him every minutes Shé sat in hor char.
sewing eoloured designs on to ¢anvas sdquares as slways; her head
ben Lorvard, a cigarette in the tormer of her moth, a X&w glass of
wine at her side, Sighing every now end then, 'Oh, Dio, Diol', a
teer rolling down her eheek which sho never brushed away so that
lucisna would seé 1%t ' And 811 the whils Lucisnd ond I wore tallle
ing in English, which she couldn't unfrestand, Lu¢ians asked

¢ 1 1t seemed Go me that Frando still loved her; if I thought
that such love could ever. die, if. it looked to me as if it was
dying nowess Her eyes had a dark, oondemned look as she followed
my TARAX ancwers ; WOKXRAALINE hending forward, to liaten, not wanting
to miss my verdict, though I said herdly anybthing; harﬁréae was
paler then I'd ever seen it before, ﬁhinns?g her jaw very pointéd;
the slimness of her Shooks making her eyes leok mers pained and
wide~opens But whenevey I said, "You're unhapny* she Shodk hed
heed ahd said, *NO}F . The fadt 1a thes thia was Franou's lasy
 visite . Vittoria 15 to move evey, to & plade. of her cwn, perhaps
with her deughters, end in future Franso will go to them on his
holidayss Bub Luviena douldn't bring herself teo tell mo yets '

For somp yoason. the index finger of heéy rigm hand hes ﬁwollen

) bluodapoxsaminga

up and looke like MeeiAxwsinuning She 8ays that when she 18
rastéd and happy she isuneyex 411, thot 4f her boedy went wiong aéﬁ\‘
wad beofuse of the way she felt ingide, , , AN

angeline seems to rodént hsr mntﬁar‘é last burst. of paession

wish Franco mere than her own loss of him, The parchose is stéii
mites The passion reng through the housé in the Tew days tna%ﬁ‘-

Franco was heve: ¢he whole house was costatio, under ifs we&gﬁﬁ}\
. | . Voo

\.\x= \
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Nothing e6ls¢ soomsd to go one And e@véi*ym‘a seenod powerloes
against it, They gazed into éach other's eyes t'ar' hours on end,
4t goempd, A todblo they never &ddresced a @ord to other pecplos
Its shere forde seemod to bow other people; and rémuve theliy péﬁéﬁ

| of oomplaint and criticdsm, It even seemod. to fascinste thems

) \H@bady roully wented to stop it, even vi%aﬂa who sat oud in her
gﬁu@h&ir and oried a1l ¢he imss The map ”__~§g§~mW&$ gantl& and won as
. FI.I'e never known him befares | |
' |- gredually Dino mékes his clams en Lucienn egain, iichole

hes & fight in the vm;agé; ovér 8 gix;l; thé g_agghese hee to gé

'dotm ana settleg it. amrm ¢8l1ls and ﬁhe::a éeams to be a slight

glow of triumph i1 her eyes B8 she leoi:s at Lucianag There is

‘ i:_"amtsher 1ittle dznmr«—parﬁy, with drinks; at ahe houde behma the

vineyerd, with Lucieng and Angeline ds gueasas 'me geag
'bmﬁiimea to é.leep &1&1@; And ﬁngelim z!m& hey mother slémp

" together as befores It is desided to got r4d of Renato 4nd his

wife, to cconomises Soon the gropes wm_ be 5%11@:&‘&& y 6nd the
wlne made in the emrtma at the baclks s&gnm Fievai has baen
amy all this bime, amym in Reowe with Vittoriat's two Aaughtesst
she hed o be kept owt of it, while the paceion was looses  che
céms. back iockm ary and romoto: shé i8 o old that the pagsion
i6 one pert of the Bhory shé can no .’mnger gﬁﬁﬁm Madaalena looks
a shade nore sourly wise, Bt then the ovenings draw inms A fire
w it in 'l:he nearthe %o ell gother rm:i it, drinking the Cirst
ywng ws.na, that goes streight to youa* head, And slowly we're
aap tive again in our 1ittle mm, tmé the house waits for another
yoer; ana other vmtzms ; to unﬁama




