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I ~ H I, 

~el ctroyeto RQtterdE\D1 and ,ate the~e~ ; w~~ s~pr1s~4 ~t the 

hugeness ot the $kY_. like a blue and white dome stretched over the . \' " - , , ' ';, 

earth. as .l'd never tJeen 1~ b.etore. t The flatness an~ lack of trees' 
I' ... • I ~ ~ ,.I , .. 

makes ~J1e Sky so .~portant in Bollanq.;J everything is c on'f;&1ned 1h 
: . " . ( , . 

. \ ~he Sky and. tou~hed. by l,t. made gloomy or radlan:~. by 1 t; and you'. 
• • • ", , !, , j . 

.;,. 

tsee ~t in peopl~ts eyes., 'The~~ is a ~ondertul emerald ,qtD1f':llity 1D. 
, - .....J • • 'J .1 .' I 

~'the lisht as 1~u sometimes see, it on the east ooast ot England. 
• t I , •• .. 

il~ke. ,an early-.morn1ng sunlight on sand". sugge,sting endless spaoe~. 
- J • ~ t "' ( 

There was a pale evening- S,Wl with high" white clou~s, and 

people were cycling home from work along the banked roa4s that 
... .' ., . ~ .. :, .. . ~. 1 

went above the fields.· Rotterdam was strange. w~ th oolourecl 

buildings shin1ng like objects in a maohine 'so vast that it turned 
I '. ",' I 04 ,: ~ .. l'·~' It. 

you lnt-o a kind of squalid ~dg~~. The biting wind swept through 
"" . '," . 

I • 

A tew of the old 
, -

. . 
streets remained, their hou~es squee~ed Olose t~sether. The roads 

~ '. 
,. • , 1 

had 8 gloomy hollowness but somet1me~' there~was a bright oomer 
.. ., " _ I " ..... ~ r 

with Qat';~tables end ooloured' ohairs., end restaurants with walle 
• I , ~ 1 I" - • • t ! "I- ~ • 

of glass, SUCh as yO!! see in Ger~n towns .now., Th~ inn ~~~re' we 
• .", I 

ate bel.onged to older tiPJ..etJ" like a German ,b1erili.stube. the seats 
! •• , \ t ~ . 4 .... t . l • 

wooden With tall baoks,; the tables thiok andeturd" with a massive 
, ~ 1. .. (' I .' 

tiled stove teaohi~ .. tb ~he oel11~. ~d pa1nted deno.~ng tl~ures-
~ . 

on the panelled wa~ls. and newspapers in wooden,olips hanging trom 
. 4:, ~ 

p~St everything' dark with 01gar-smoke. WeI asked tor wine aild , ~. ' \ 
- , .. ~ 

the walter. dark and Italian-looking; told us that they stocked 
- , ..... .... \..... • ~ (-! 

Q g~od YOUrls·Bordeau 'loose' t~ which we ought to try;_ It tasted 



2--. " 
of grapes, f:lnYW8 r. rie refleoted to, eaoh othe1- that in an ' 
ordinary" w1n~ "le~sthan a year. old you stegod a 'better ~hanoe' or,t 

g~tt~ng" ~om.eth1ng pui-e than in nine ou~ of ten 'so-o811~dV1n'tages. 
We pr~de ourselves on what· we know aboutwfne" whioh isn't much., 

It was the first w1ne'we t d' had tor a long tlme and it made us 
" 

'teel de11ghttullr t1~.d and'heavy, sO we" '~eolded to's'o to the next 

small'. town and stay there tor 'the night.- The tam111ar sensCjhlot 

beingl 'torei'sne~s g~ew on '\lS ,again,,' Atter a lot of travei I suppose 

t~e feeling grows of being' a naturel !vis i tor~~.everywherefr a 
"". t • t • 

"viel tor to life. almost. I , y~u' enter the warmth a moment 'and then 
I 

, go,., The:re is the, utmost freedom of selt., -you are stripped tor 
e. moment 01' age, moods, even bitter personal 'struggle t" 'in a .. . 
perilous anonymity., and the ohallenge"' 1.-how to learn to be 8 

, , 

visitor .gladly" to really ~e, a,visitor in ~ourselt, las we~ all are 

in the end, 
~ • 4. t;. ~.l. 

We asked, ~he. waite~ how tar.thernen ,town was, ,on the way to 
l 

~. . ..'~." .' the Germantrortt1er. an~ he told us Gou~a.". about h81t~n.h0l1r away. 

That wee perfect .. ' " He added' wi th) a ~m11e that the pe,ople there 

probably wen't to. bed early f So we Should~ l\urry·. 
, ., 

we reaohed Qouda ,soon after ten. when '~veryt~1ns, w8sdeserteci. 

The ou ts~lrts were ,,. barren as parts' otRott.erdem had ,b~en. with 

identioal'. treeless st~eets on r1Bln8 gr:owid.,· The SU~ had Just 
gone down., 'F1r$t w~ had to cross a oa~al-'anfd walt to~ 'the bridge 

to be, lowered. 'ss a barge was, passing und~rne8th. I Th~re wa~ ~h1s ' 
... ",' , 

wonderful silenoe of 110118n4. coming from the flatriess o~ the 

e,8rth., , The barge., clea~ and "pol~sh~d; with ,no oargo·,,~n the, bold, 

stole thrOligh the night silentlY't, 81'idlng u~derIlea'th ~s W1th~ a , " 

" ,perfect, motion. lier eng~nes niiU(ing only t~e· ia.inte,s~, 1il!r'Ob in' he~ 
bowels. while the water tr1ckie~ and ~bbed ~i9ng 'thE? ,.Side's.". A-

J ! 

man w~s at the helm and atter the b~1dge h~d been P~ss~c.\ ,he' hand~4 



\ 

. ~. 

the wheel rover to ·his wife, "in a (tint. giowing ?oablli where 

, the 'braas and p~1ntwork~hone~, ~'Then; the ~r'ldge was lowered 
'; , " ,-

Eig~ln. meohanioally from inside the br1~eh()use. and w~ went .. ,cm 
into ~he town. { , i: ~. \ ' .' 

t ~ 

~ere were further' dry, 'Ugly olitsk1rts~t: all 'the windows 

.:' 

'roomS .1neide. some Cot them With poif~hed; s1deb081"ds e.'nd televisions. 
. '! ' 

others I with the signs of a meal.. solid a~d sorupulous. Then 

,to our surpr1~e we 'oaine ~othe heart '~t' ~n '·old., ,town w1-th o,anals' 

,rlinn1ng thrOUgh )it ends tEll'l ohuroh; 6 tall late-mediaeval 
! ~ 

town-hall,st'ood .,alone in, the «~ddle ot th~, cobbled square,.: 1:f;s 
~ It ..... 

shutters br'1ght~red; its'wall$' sloping mass1ve1r,. taller than all 
! i 

" the houses round. I t~e' square llut at the s$me time wondert.ul.11 
r ~ .' 

unassti,til1,ng t cevet'yth1ngtlat an4 still all roWid. it ,like a lake.,. 

, , When.y/e, saw, it, .8 blaok ~hadow in ~he dusk thr~e storeys high .• 
'i ~ ~. ,J ~.. • 

w 1t'h its !:lest :red eh\itt~r~ and f:ip1re. we felt a .sudd.Gn, relief., 
I .... L ~ 

as if we'fd found a ·real ·home tor the riigJp.t.'· Towns were ·mtide tor f 
, j 

, t ' 
• I , 

travellers once., They had 'Il Sp$Cf1al h~le touch that,consoled 
~ 

and proteoted. 

, .. 
tiny· Q ompare.d with the ~gleam1~ shadow 1n.;.~hem1dclie.' we fdUnd 
'. ,I,' 

a hotel in e sldestreet .' with adanal running by 1 t. The 'stairoase 

to the r'oon1S was so steep., and 'the steps so' li1gh.~ that it. was li,ke 
. , I 

o11mbins an endless 'tovlert .. the owner·" a pale; thin: •. :line4 mran 
--.: I I .' 

with suil $188. told Us. with a quiC~.,. 3ei.'tqr smile,' 111 a tire~1;hleiJs, 
waY'j' that many sallors hfild,"slept In th~se rooms over 'the oenturies, 

and thet theytd ,Climb'ed. to the 'oX'ow'-s nest; 'f' a~' the'y,td ,called 

"these l'QOnlS," in every' sort of atate,but "~Sttall~ ~runk~, ~.) And he 
-. , ' 

smiled attUS ~nstra1nedly.. The pl~()e, was. ,simple,: ol~an ',and,: 
. t ~ t ~. \ 

bare" F1rathe show$d us 0.' tiny double rO'Olll w1~h ~ "ll~lo~nY' 1 

\ . ' 
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~ :', • ~ • ~;. { , ~ ,! .' • 1 • ~ .J 

overlooking the canal. but 't'ha1; was noisy beoause oft the trucks, 
_ i . , . ~. _ . I,; .t.. • 0 -" ~~ _ \ . t f t ;i .• ~ ,i t t { .I • 

and mo1:or.~YOles that roa;red past ~el,ow. and we .. asked tor, two 
'~.j • f" J ! {-. _ i I , • I I f. • 

single roo~ instead. One of these gave out on to the co,urtyard 
l !~ I ~ .. 1, i· It, ., l I ~ l ~ I.' l t \ ~ 't ~ 

ot a h6S'p1tal. and the other had' no window at all, only 8 ,tan-

o ,light" which he said W~~id 'duP~lY' us w1th s'il the air 'we jneeded 
, i .. ~ , , 

'for the night'.' 

\~e ~wen~ :4oWosta:1rs" again, 'to ~1t 1nt the cate' f'or ei f'e~ 
., 1·'- .~ . , 

minutes' betore';going to 'bed,' and I ordered a beer., 1 No., it was' 
• • \ 1 r )~ , I 1 ~ I , 

" a, temperanQ'e-hotel; and the man nodd(3d his hea'd as he t~ld US 
.' " . I· ~ , '\ ~ , . '., • , .' .' il " 

.' ithie, h~S eyes 'pale. as',it def~nd1ng 'an attitude which wetd ,3ust 
'. ~ ~!. . 1 ".. _ "". ~ • "I. '. It \ 

pballenge4. Hle ,oloe and the way ~e looked at us were mild ,but 

~t :the
l same t~eJ he lwas' empliatlo'" w1"th a' purltan'implaoab1i1ty , 

~ ( t t.. . • ~ ." • _, 4. ; • • r. ; .. 

whioh showed in the' we,' he at onoe returned- to the boqk h~ was 
- . 

rea41ng., cdn~entr8te4 on 'it "p,ale11 end bloo41essil.~ He added,~ 
1 ... ,1 ~ . _ ".. ~ j 1 _ _'.a, . t. • _ ." • ~ "" 

looking \l~ tor a mome~t i Bslt to leav.e us· tree to sin it we wanted 
.,'" l ~ ~ lit 1 _ .?J • .... ( 

to, that other hotels in, Goude. did se'Me beer a~ut\ that, this one . . 
was the only one ths't 'd1dnf t., He, tHen put- his book a~l~e. see-

I I 

i. l I; j1. t' .* l - ~ . 

ihg perhaps ,that beer ·d1dn tt mean so ttery ... muobl to us, and asked it 

we were) English.' I was about to explain that! I was' Et!S11sb. while 
'. ' .'. '. " ,1..' ' , ' • • _ ' • .' ' " '~, I \ 

my Wlfe was German by origin, Austr1~n, SWedish and Amer1oa~ ~Y 

upbringingi and E~lishl 'by marr18ge,' j when :tlie opportun1 ~y' "p8s~4~. 
as 1 t .usuailY does.: Fie~ spbke again. th1s 't~e to .niy ~t1#e. ohlr J . " ., 

'". • • • to I • ol. '". ,,- ;.. _" ........ t • ; ... , i."" 
as it he thOUght me a trifle hot-headed to star~ rambling otl .. al?,out 

I .. 4. f J 'l ~ ,'\0 

nat1'orial1tle$, and 1!ol~ her that ,it w~ bad t':!.D&t th~ :t,oi~oWi,rig~ 4~1 
Wf.} sho~ld v1s1t the ohurC)h~ only. a tew' yEUtds aw~e:i~, w~Oh'h~df/th~\ 
most' 'w~nde'rtl1l sta'ii'uid .. gUss W ln40ws , ~1na~le. • , ~d; ~E! '~~\~ ~t' ' 
s~e~ ~h~t th~r~ wa,e somethl~ mOr81 :bout g'~~hg~ ,t~ ~~e. ~,~~~~I~~; t 
that we'4 secretly determ1ned to shi~k itl r~or he n~de~ in El;\ . 

• I' i- \ 

qu1ol(. emphatic way" his lipS pursed as ~,~ het'a. 3UBt finished ~:~\ 
. .,.' J\ \\, 

! 'il " 
\ ....... --. . " \~~ '''-... 

, "~ "" 



6, •. .' 

'r~pr1mand1ng speeCh.; ana re:turned" t'o his book, seated ,by the 

bar whe're th~re wa:f 18 oof:ree.iiltirnsteairi1ns~ The \ room was bare., 

with e', front window 1,1ke that <:,)t ai'shop, and the" tables had 

glOOtny,'p18.stl0. tops. ~ 
I 

.~ ! II ' 

, ' ~ut· moralfty doesn f t~ interfere with your sieep. no:t if you've 
.. " •• "I . , 

given it as 111!tle 'offenoe as. 'we; haa. that 'day~, and we slept'soundly 

sll.night. bo,th of us, my wite with' the hosp~tal,out$1dt;r her window 
,j 

and me w1'th a fanlight overhead •. In· the m6rn1ngwe~went'down' to 
I , 

. breakfast and were ,a~azed ~o see that, another part ot the long 

,',;"are .room;. whioh, we ,thoughthBd been' given over' entirely ~Ol temp--
, ' 

,ieranQe. (ion:s1ete,d of t:1 'snug"d1n1ng~room with, a··oarpet and pleasant 
, 

~ioth"Oovered tables: ~or the ho~el-gueste:. while the daily oustom-· 
I .- , . 

:,re, sat ilext door· drinking dottee and smoking oigars. 
\ 

I had had '8 i3trange dream. in whioh s omeOil6 offered us a 
.... . ,. 
. , . 3 . 

\housa as a lodgings, oons1etingonly or one room, bu11~in a 

"perfect ,squ:are with frenoh wihdOws and rather ornate brickwork in 

the pseud~othio style,. a~d slanting in th~ most peouliar way' 
f j 

11kethe tower of'piSe, N;ext to it was the owner,t s:hol1se, \vh1b.h 
• .i 

seemed quite normal-. And both stood in a l>r1g·ht-green. C),aretully 

. kept lawn with oypress-trees and c11pped bU$he~. close' to \8 wide 
t 

deserted roadway.". 'lh~ room :1. tself reminded me o'$: hons,es vlhere 

ltd stared in Aust~16 ... --bright, with heavy curtains and plen~ ot . . 
woo~,;, and glowing lamps; and' fat,~_ shining~: 'tiled ~ oves.. ~ In this 

square" leaning room I WS'S que'stloned by tho 'police,: who wanted 
. --. .... 

to l.{now ...... ot all things~-!--\vhere my ides's cama trom.. I seemed. \ 
\ 

to understBndwhat, they- mean t b'ec'~use I,was 'about to reply~ b~t \ 
. ,'\, . \ 

'they in·~orrupted me, p1ok1ng \1p the book f ·vias . reading. 8~ld sai~·· _ "~ 

that th~y notioed I 'had onc~ ·e~Pl·esseci an idea. from that bO'o~';\,\, \ 
. \ \ 

and. di(l,' I know. the author? To which: I sela. Yes.; ltd met him.} \\ 
~". \ . I ~ 

And thel'e tbedream ended. It VJes '(1. troubled dream which let~':; \ 
I 

..... 
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',' " 
• ~ " I: I ',' l. ,r t ',',' \. t I ',. ,.' .' " , ;, "j 

me with t'he feeling ~hat my lit'e .... -and that' of my w1te~ who'd' 

'b$~n que~,tioned ~etore me t' and n~t~ allowed ~() warn me! )In t~eJ.~ 
wa's u'nder surve'il18IJOe:, and on ·a~oount ot'tne 'thoughtS' that 

., "" • 1~ . :.' 1'. ",'~ 6. ... Ie;.. ".. 

passed privately and s11e~tly througli my head. 
~. .~ t, '. .. • ''- : _ ~ _ . I : ,:. _! , .. l!' j ~'.1 ~.'; ~ 

, - ,.B,ut the sun was shining" and Qutside everything looked 
t, .: 

'olean and glean;dng. I can still renieimber the poliCemen in that 

dream--;;'da~k. rather'retloen~" methodioal. ooncerUJratea 'ort their 

note-taking. w'1thout. ,offei1~e'~" ab'straoted imm' us" w.1th ~~iue 

uniforms and peaked oaps., 

When: we.td had t6 breakta!et' of eg~St ham, oheese and o,of'~ee '. 
; . . ' , ",. l' . _ .• ., . . _.. "t, 'f '/ _ j :. ~ • 

, . we went tq the square and t.ound a vegetable and 'fruit market:. 

:;'wltl1 women orowcl1nfr round"th1

e s~al1s. on' ()ne ,slde Jot the' square, 

',squeezed in betwee,n' houses, stoot the vle1ght';'house as it was. 

oalled., wlfth 8 treeoo above 'showing the roUnd Gou~a olieeses b~1ng 
1 welghed~., 'There were; ~ed;"hlrrants' to 'bUy; ~andl sott. 'pi~k peaches, 

• • >oC ! 1 

'We. boUght, fruit and halt a GoUda oheese', then deo~Qed, to obeY,the 
t ! , 

mor'al 1mperat1'te tr~m the n1sht ~etore and- viel t . the c~\1r~hJ.'\' "it 

lay behInd the' 8qUar~ 'with hbusee and' cantils all ~ou~'alt~ huggins 
.' ~ ~ , 

its masS,iva ,w81rls'. f 'All morning the belis- had b$en' ,rl,ngllig, ' 
, ' " \' \ 

r8the~ like the salzbUrg GtookensR181" 6nly~les$, .d~~ntr, ~n(t'~ ,I 

I baroque': ,these" played with a mild. haunt~nS 11 t~tl'e ~Une ~g~:m\ 
• .• • 't , .,.':; 1,1 ~, ; 

arid again,:, ;floa t1~6ver the ~own.:~iSh-up in .. a tow~r,."(. Vl~1~1~ ttrom 
~ ,': / '\" \~-" \ 

the' ground as they swung to and I tr,o. 'To ge~~, in:to ·'tiie :('~liurq'h \!ta 
had to r1ilg E!t the 8exton:t s hnuse olose by;"OP~o~1t~ ;~he Silie't\ 

,.';' '\ \ \\., 

en~ranbe. ',buy tiokets ~t !¥ttl 11':ttle' otf1c~ 'and ;t~e~~b~'e$corted\\ . . , { , . \ 
aorossl' the door Wfl/;l opened vH,th a key. ~'n~ ~ew?r~" tol~ ~hat ~' 
when WEI wanted to leave agB1nwe shoUld r:l.ng~ a,,:l)e,il, by t~Ei ~:ot.J~(~).~., 
inside., -.then· we, were ~l.t?sed in w 1 t~ several ot~lf)t'''''peoP1.e f cap~.fv~ - '_', 

r 14 • " '0' -. '-

1 ':lde 8 .. t semi .. Oi,rolebf rstained glaSIt.· ''ihe VIi.MOWS wereF4, " ne ,. graa , If IP;\\ 

.' ,fA '. " 
Ttl II \ ~ 

'\ 



huge. de~1otiilg all sorts ot,. Subj,e~,t$ froid tl':le,'Last ISupper 

';to the ind.ependence, o,t Hol1~nd,Wt "Tile,. biggest ,was ,over) twenty 

yards', high; and there ,were s1xty~1'our w1nd?ws in' all~, A" 

wonderful silence hung over the church. with the sound or,'the I 

• 4 f • 
.. t 

bells, high in ,the air Ou.~si1de'~hc1 drifting downs~etlmes,., muffled 

~nd g~ntle., ~ Th~ ~ews were in the form of a raised Quell tOl;lum. 

round ~h~ pulpit, ra~her l~~e a' leoturs-room O~,a po11tlca~ 
'\ ~ ~.4 

• 'j, 

\ asae~blY. ~e seat~ ~1$lng '1~ 1!,.er~. With a long table pelow, 
I 

as if f~r clerks to make their noteS. And there were doors lead. 
~ 

I 

ins from. it •. ou t into the ohurohj:'t.ha altar was' tar. aWBy.'J' outside. 
. " t 

,My 1mpr~ssion wa.s 6t e. (j'1'V1o. , moral religion whioh was disoussed 
J • 

and hammered out inside this: olosed. wooden. 1nt~mate.~ a·ven 
~ 

fest~ve structure trom the baroque agfi., ~~ was.put th~re .. 1n the 
• ,< 

m1ddleof the Cathol~o' churoh,,: whioh \vas Spacious and flat, 
'1,. 

wi thotit art t\ir of disoussion.;, It rem1nd~d me, of the Sheldon1sn .. . '. '" 

theatr'e in Oxford.; the-, dark wood suggested people doing th1ngs 

in colllmu"n1tYi· one o'ouid imagine the mysteriousness of~ the$ilenoe 
" 

outside inl·the eve'n1ng. with. the orisp,air. and the glo\v pt lights 

. ins ide,. dulled an~ .. rendered .1nt1ma~e by the wood. That. has gone 

out of our,lives. we.gllmps~ it in qhildhood.perhaps .. ~-we may 
I 

bring i~ w.1th u~-.... but .. the·sen~e of the s11~nce outs.1da be1ilg 
: \ r 

Jolnedto. us in, Ci, glowing mystery. a~ Ohrtstrnas •. E8t:rbe~: •. ~~10h$1" 
, f !. . 

m~Si; f,lS if what we did" W8$ knOw~ to the vast S11ende o~t$~dej ~ 

mak~ng, itt vastness proteo:U'V,a and ~X(llting.'has gpne., At \ 
, \ 

one ,time,"oui'> seasons went right through t~e' un1v~se, so to \ 

speak;. and thiS 1st1nis~ed in us fOr ~ 'hme. . 'k 
Vie ,stood at tM top ottlie Iltid1.t ol'ium ~.OOklng down. 'l'hl;S 0\ 

sense .ot int~o1 is always. nowadaY$. a s,anse of thepaa,t.~', i '" ~ 
I l'eJiletnber' feeling it.in. Luooa once-.: .... in ~. ~Qtel that has S1n9~\ '\. " 

, .t .,,\ 
. . . • . . I I:.~ 

been .removed; and ,in palestrina., ne~r Rome .. wall<:ing along th~ .""\ 

\ 



main ' street. narrow and oobbled, with 11sht~d shops qn either. 

~1de tull ot dusty objeots; . ~ a.-t, Leoben. in Austria, ion the d1 ning 

room of a hotel with p~nelled walls, ev~ything in1t L intaot tr~ .' . 
• • I' 

'bet ore ,~he wart ,w1.thheavy. solid-looking ou tlery' and pla tee " 

and thiok velvet oloth on the 'tables .and ~ld pistols and rifles 

and sWOrds ~hang1ng on the smOl(y"waU~ 

Most of the. windows in the Gou.dE! o:hUroh date trom the Seoond 

half ot the sixteenth o"entury:., during the Dutoh war 'ot independenoe 

that wanton tor eighty y'ea*,s~. Wh~n the', present ohurch was 

bUilt the oitizens·asked all,the 'prinoes an~ ohUrohmen known to· 
, 

'them" to contribute a window; ·and this was the result. The 

first window· was given by .the' Bishop lot Utreoht, representing the , . 

baptism of Christ,; Philip 11 of', Spain also gav:e- a window,. in 

wh1t~h he and' the English'Mary Tudor. ~1B qu~en. are represented---

The last 'windows were put'tn atter 
I ' 

Gouda had b~oOme proCJestant;' at the end ot the sixteenth oentury. 

and one of them represents tfreedom C?t consoienoe'. . You s~,e 

that in· the handsome wooden aud1tor1\1l11, carefully oiv10, humped 

1nthe ,middle ot ~he vast ohuroh perhaps rather det1.antly a~d 

Be If-c onso 10\1811 ~, 

We, s~nt th,e' rest of the IdeS" on ,the road; Ion the 'DUtch 

side' of' the German ,ti'ont~er we ~t()pped and' wrot~ a tew.eet-4s,to 

England. . It was saturday ,and we we~e told -at the looal ,shop ~ 

·;tbat we' ~o·Uld Only ~1nd -s'tamps on th~ German side ot, the barder 

and· 'ha~ better post the (jards ·from ther~ I but w'ewanted to post 

thEhh on the 'Dutch sid.e ~eoaus~1t was thetlrst tlme Iwet.d been 
. , .¥ 

to Holland and our cards showed w indm111s.' (H~11dren, in olc?gS and 
, • I 

the typ1calDutoh muslin hats., stanci~:nS aga~nsta baokgro~d of 

tulips 'and ,daffodils. So the ,shopkeeper said he would.post 



themh1mselt on Mondar it w¢J lef'.t the money." '?b 1ch we d'1d. \ 

In GermsnY,7 not many ya:rds" across .the border, ,we stopped tor 
'.1 . 

8 coffee. .A4-eady there w,as .the'Ge.rman empha·s1.s ·and downright' •. 
~ '. J 

ness; : it w'es ,in the shape .ot ~the road :~ven. tthe ,way people 
I 

. ~ , . 
walked. ·their olothas, ,the ,s.ignposts; the mildness ot; Holland' . 

and I Engla'nd was gone J everything had. tiolearer and darker and 

more immense look., w1:th ,·tall" shadowy tte~s on either' a-ide.: 

.' 

There 'had been ,no sunlight ein(S.e ·the morning;. and it· was. bitterly 

o.old wfth heavy o'louds, though. the mo'nth was July_ For a few 

hours we drove along quiet,. s.traight roads, then.there was the . 
1. • f· 

autobahn tor. the last st~etol1 of two hundred kilometre,s· t· ebefore 

we reached the heath near Hamburg wh~~e we were :to stay. 

'Our friends thad provided a map. penOl1~drawn;, whioh showed 

the .looa~ ohuroh, a hunting lo9.se., the woods.1 ap.d several traok·t3 

g oi-ng through the wcoode., , · \V~. were to take' one of, the -tra·oks., 

And :the ,house;; they wrote at. ~jShe bottomot the map" had a cemen1; 

post outs'1de it and a painted wooden gatewaY·t C '~It $oundeu' very 
1 

simple. ' Atter leaving. the autobahn its, had ten or, d1dte,en·minu.tes 
I • 
I 

driving. ,then weca~e to 1t:---8 ·Ohurcll. whioh was.8 clean, modern 

building;,· w.ith, a w1desandy traok 'a.t the side o~ it; ·then a hill. 

dense with ·trees ..... olearly. the woods narked on the map." So we 
( 

took 'the. traok. Sometimes. the sun o'ame ·throUShr and. ma~e the· 

.hous~S and. sandy track gleam;·' then a dark oloud would pass and the 

shadows Ponder the trees would .. saem to be drawing everything ln~o 

them..w~ . saw nonhuntins. lodge, ·thOllg.h. ..~. Up we. went, OVer thick 

tree-roots.,.· sathe path s'ot har:rower andnarrowar;. but ln~teBd 

of a cement pos~ and' a painted gateway at tlie top ther.e was more 

dense p1ne ... tor~st. and tiny h-ouse~s halt':'h~dden in the shadows .• 
, , I , j 

We oame, 'out at the top ot Q hill. where the path~nded. and found 

two houses on either ~1de of a courtyard, built of brick and stone. 
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with· ~11ed: roots; but, 8 notic,e~bo~~d outside, anno\1rloecl that. 

\1e t ·d taken -the wrong'traok, that was .clear. ;. But there were 

. t~o allany, others .for us ,to Choose rro~. A ·tew· girls "came 'runn1ns 

out,; ;.~hen an older woman~ : ~hey 'loo~ed a;~ our" ma.p and ·c~Uldn.'t 

make hel8:d or ~ail ~f: it. They suggested that we retu·tn'to the 
, 

bottom .ot the hill where the: O,huroh ~aSt and ge1nagain tr'an.. there. 
I 

No ort'a' hal heard" of our 'i'rienQ.s ,.1 nor of the-,ir houses, though they 
" -.r' • 

. -~ 

:were certainly not a hunqrsd 'yards away f~om this> point.," On 
. . 

second ·thoughts they deo1ded th~t olie Qf the girls "shouid. go with 

us., as a'he'lived at the bottom of the hill and nnist return home 

in 'any case. She was a p1um.Pl· 'smil~ng girl o't ,sixteen· and 
. , 

., squeezed. in beside tis,. tur~lngtheoar sudd'enly into a a,crt ot' 

merry-~o·round ;for US t and the jour~ey into a ~pree •. She .laughed 

and. eX0l:a"1med as w~ bUmpe~ over the roots. S~e would show.US 

the hun~1ng lodge---w1e ulkich' that we hadntt found 'it! . Yes,' ': 
T 

we ~ taken the w.l'Ong traok. Ther~ wBsthe hUnting lodge •. a; 

s1mple~bu11d1ng standing alone at' the toot ,of' the woods •. ¢los~edt 
\ 

its windows ourta~nless; and c~()se to ill was a ·tradk ....... t:t .wr~,.\i''l 

thiS" one· we ha d t 0 ta~e. . And sl'£e got ou t~"aga in t' , wavInS'US! ~n:)i~\ 
• ,I 

. 'I' "\ \ 

energ::~:eg::::Y:~a·in. 11\e path narrowed ;~ike .th~· ~t'he~ ~~~. \ 
g01~; into ,the <darknesS of the Woods, its .:.'roots getting th.~Ok~;F~< .. ·~{\; 

• 1 '~ I, 
and thicker,' like boulders; and--aga in like the qther one~,";;.\·t • 

• • • \ 1\ 

came, out at the ·top of: a hIll., lpreumabl-y the .. same .. hill .• ' SI\tl~~~\, 

'there 'I~a s ne1 t~er ceme~t .pos.t nor painted. getevlay:. only 't1rly \ {\~r\ 
.," . ~~ \' 

shack~ halt-hidden .. among the tre~s.· Butt this ·time there was an~; 

open space. at least: the track led 1ntoseyeral otUers" soma ort<·,., 

which looked prcim1sirtg._ w1th houses on either side. - . 'Disre~ard~ .'1 
·the map; which now told us noth1ng,' we to~k the middle one, Wh81" \,. 



we s~w two men walking alons in e leisurely; $attU-day-afternoon 

way. 

we stopped and asked them. tWho?'they or1.ed. as it the 
, t 

na~e .. -*!a pertectly ordinary German name ...... sOunded outrageous. " 
•• 1\' • 

.' . 
like 'hobgobl,1ns 1~ the woodS. we repeated ~t. No, they'd 

., l ., ."\.' ..... l • 

never heard the name... What 'were the houses o~lled? Nooh"n 

Ged10ht (JUst One More poem) and Unser parsdles, , (our Heaven) .... 
.... 

' .. \. we felt a little stlly saying it. They ~odde'd-".!h!! didn't 
"..1. \ . \ 

~",,,\ se~m ou~rageou.e o~ odd to them at alll NOt the,ytd never heard 
'\ j ~ I , 

, of J these houses. They studied ~ our map. Yes ~ they knew the 

\'ohurch ot coUrse,. at the, toot of the hill. 'And. there was the 
. . . . i 

. 'hunt1nglodge---ya., y!'l they o:r1ed. spottfng the hunting lodge. 
'\ " , l' f" . 

And here was the path' leading up trom the hunting lodge"'a 

'murmured ,Pt, 1.~.' as they por~d, over it, gr1~ and. intent. Wetd 
r I • • 

oome too far. perhap~. 'I'he cement post and the pal-nted gatew8T'1 
f • 

we asked. No, they knew Of no oem.ent post or painted gateway,;. 

and from the war they shook their· heads you' would th'1nk that 
./ I • • : 

cement poets and painted gat~wals were not only not t~ere. or 
r ... ; 

near th$re, but impossibie 'anywhere. so.~p~rhaps we hadntt 
~ 

''1' 

~ome t~o tarS perhaps th~ pos~ and 'the' gateway were ahead. 

No, ,they could assure us ot, t"hat, they wer~n,jt ahead,. And 
. " 

when they said t~1s you would have thOught they had them in thar 
~ ,., 

~ookets. and' were the~etore qU,1t~ certain 'about wile,re you 

wouldn t t t'ind them. Then :the. ~p was wrong. We :8U bore down 

o~ the"map in a vengeful 'way.~~the map was wrong, ot oourseS 
I J •• ._ 

what a s~lly maps Wlie best thing was to, .go by a' desoription of 
•. .i 

the p~ople we' w~re af.'ter, 8Il:d :.the kina of ~ouse they lived in., 
. "'\... . . 

Well. they were called W ... _" and he,' the hUSband, was a dootor; 
• j ' .. 

they had four ch11dren./twot ot them quite Brown-up; 
, 

and the .. 
wife we desoribed in'some detail---blonde, er rObust-look1ns. 
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'" \ 

handsome, blonde. blonde' No, they d14ntt, know an~one like that. 
I 

(S~elY'. you tel t like' saying, you must know someboCly in the 

woi.-ld like it, ,C?EJpeC1ally in G~rmaD:Yo where blon4e;.~ ~obust~ 

looking women 8b,ound?) 

\ ' 'Baok to.the map. And',e suddenly see. Ip tiny\wr1ting, 

',," "'1; 1 'that the owner ot th~ p101;' of lend n~xt' door is a Dr,. Shhaoh. 
'"'-." ,,': , t ' 

~~~ AhjDOO~~r SOha~h\ Yes! Schaoht ,SOhaahl ~ey-·ep8t th~: : 

word out. bea~ngf' with the trem~ndous German enthusiasm that is 
.~ 'f 

~ \, . 
}, 11,ke a hurricane an.d' as dangerous,. res., npw .~. lived ~urther 

""'... ........ • J 

, t 

along the traCk::,. not th~s way., which lef:1ds tur~h~r into the woods. 

"',.~ut the 'other way., so that~here they got philosoph1oal".havlng 
, 

, reaohed the top ot,. the: hill ·as we"~ done just nowi our C)orreot - ~ .. ..... 
, • iJ ~ 

move ought to be 'to turn lett -instedci ot right, wher<.?~s .. we~ ha(i 

not· only ~u;rne.cl" right but taken the ~u~s1d1ary o~ t,he t~o traoks 

'etc e~o ••• ' ~,' We riodde~ in a daze., , So l~ke a dream: 
• I 

And .. now tpey oome to th1pk of i ~ t' sW;ely they .did kn~w th~ 

gentlenian we were' lOOk1~ to~? P'r. f W ..... 1 Yes, tho-t was a well­

'kIiown name on, this hUls1de., but they couJ:dn"t ~hlnk in w,l1at 
, r 

conneot10Q~ Yes, two doctors 11ve.~ .side by s1de';1t had orten 
•• .. I .... 

been remarke~ by people looally,. as a phenomenon. We sho~d 

oe~t81n,ly. find the hOU,S$ it we ~~nt along this path,) only 1n the 

other d1rectiGn. 
• 1 • • I ~'. 

We turned round and waved them goodbye, and~ they went oil 
I .. 

wi th their CUt1et s,~turdav.a.tternoon 'walk" a ,408' running between 

them. The 'map was 'hopeless:, .. wectola eaoh othe~~~.better nC!t 
" 

use it. This t~e we travelled ~long the brow ot th~ ~111, 
t.," ~ ,I ( I }~ .. 

without 'trees on either ,~1det·.only heather:., ~hen we oame to a 

t.ork: one pQth led downwa~4S', back to the' area ,~e'4 just let'~", 

and the other went fu~~her irito the woods.. The,menhadn':t 

mentioned this, in all the-ir philosophyl It was li~e having, 

ploughed all the way through the Deduction of the Oategories. 
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wfthout be~told ebo~t, Space and Tlmet ! The patli lnto ,the L 

wood,. s'eemed to end indarknes,s, a sort ot"'KBntlan ,hole where 
t 
" 

you 'm1sht expeot to find the; no~en~n'J atter allth~.se years, 

,and the other went into a further'maze of ~racks like themes in 
t . - • 

.\ "'''< ~t. So we turned roupd again .and once more tOllnd oursel'Ves W1th 

'-,,: the" two men t\nd, their 408:. What. we, had found no· housee· at all? 

This wa's a new de"if~lOpment-.':"~sl~ we'td swiped their 'houses in some 

. .\- Vlay and sent them '~omewhere else' " Th~n'; one ot them sald j 
"\" , • t (_ 

'.. ~'ap~arently rejeoting' thl~ idea.,' that w~ must ha:ve taken the path 
+ 

, + 

I~to ~he 'woodS: and his ph1~osophy had expressly forbidden:" that. 
. . 

NO'W:!!!.2l~-.mean'~ actlonl The man with ~he 'dog---a ' 

, .slim man with genial. reflect'iva eyes-.. will come with ue. The 
, ,~ 

,wind begins ,.to rise. armies rorm up, Ultimatums ~o be se,~t. 
. ~ . . 

'of'f1c1:als. called i'nto ~nte-rooniS and seoret chambe,rs, bands to 

'play, the, flags to be brought out, maroh1ng orders to b~ d1str'1~ute4---
1 

aChtune;' sUes verbotenl ,h:1mmelfabt tmd· sut& Reisel: ste1sen Sie 
, ' ,: '-~' ~ - . 
!!! S Rumpf P' stumpfund hilmptl 

Gould ,~e·· squeeze him in? . Inde~d, we CoUld. 1>1 squeezing' 

lO\i~ fr'ont-l1ne b8tt~11ons up ·on the lett ~x:1s 8nd~ passing h1$ 
.!-

oompan:1~s through ,on the right. But his dOg? what: ~bout his 
.., . 

dog? is he 'allowed. too? Ye~. yes, consider him as. B Echelon" 
. , 

along tv1~h the heavy armour, . So w~ lVere all in •. , The door 

Slammeo.---achtunsl wir sehan naoh Erislandl: let the English king 

and' the. EngliSh busineasme'n in .their t'op hats and hunting b09ts 

s hi 'Ver ~n their timbers, we tre on our, way,' The man outSide. 

iooked roriorh-~-the armY had,~ocked him out---and he was minus, 

not o~Y his (lfternoon ta Kameradsohaft but the dog as well·. 

Off'~--the oar soUnded like a tank. or 'at least a truok ~1th 
,. 

And 'I "swear WEf manoeuvred those tree.;.roots 
o 
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better 'than we 'had done before,. 

SWinging motlon .... ·and down againt 

We rode :the~.-up':' :wi th a. 
l , 

I oould have sworn there was 

a war on,., i!!2!dr1ving along' '11 traCHt, in the' woods it oertalnly 
l 

was not; the noise, the rising and falling:., the bumps we took ~ 

" desoent, -were muoh too momerit~us tor that'., 
"\ 

I The dog was tinY,t" a 11ttl~wh1te fellow with a 'flUffy tail 

and ,bright eyes rather like his masterts; he £:Jat on'the floor 

at the illan.-s feet." ~e man ,we l~tt behind"'-.. he nodded to'us as 
'. .....,'i. 

\"we"drove 'off. with a perplexed,Sli111e-~was apparently a week-end 
\ .' 
I,' guest. He' had 

'hear4 us talk a foreign language together? 'No. 'English. !2!!,!, 

, !is A brief silenoe. But ,the ta~t that he td found himself 

, ,in an enelllJ vehicle instead o~ the fatherland fS didn'ft make any , 

d1l'fe;rence---he would· g1ght on our ~idel So on we went'.:· I 

Th1s"',t1m~ the map really came 1n for it. Who bad drawn it? 

'The lady? Yes,_' !2!!. ~ .... all !tlU;~O of' us !2h-ed as hard as we 
\) ~ 

could.,: ., Women shoul,dn't draw maps 1 'They dOll't mQke allowanc~,s 

tor-the way.the thing will be·seen at the t~ef in the giVen sit­

at10nl The map was~. ~. a&I1Z falsch.·and.a, hell of e. lot 
.! . I . 

else bes'ides. 'I felt like screwing ~he thing into 8 ball. We'd 

certainly given it as efteot;ive a Blitz as 8 map eva;-_ got. 

Now there :waa the house., ,He nQdded towards' it quietiYf - . 

beaming,. But where were the oement post 'and the painted gate-
, . 

way? ~hen it ooul~ntt be';he.house: these things weren't to ' 
., 

be seen" But there was a blonde woman;. standing by the path~· 
T . , . 

Admittedly f you c6uldn't oall her rObust-~ookins-,,-sb.e was on tile 

slim aide. but .......... ? No. ~t \v~~ntt her,my wife said,. He loo~ed 

,at my wife doUbtfully a~ if to say, 'Are yOu sure elle haan!t be,en 
... 

taking slimming oures?·. No. it wasnt't her. And 4e shruBe;ed. 
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I S8e~D8 to teli himself that of o()U2;'se i.t we w&re gloins" to 

~~je'ot al~ the bitu1ted blo~d'ewoinen ~n the woods ~e w~e' quit.~ 
, . 

likely, to' tind ourselves without 11 bed tor t~e night, and 'h'e f 
' 

4~dntt see Why!!!!. s'hould $~e Iresporrs1b111ty.,· 
\ 

- Per~aps we should sound our -'horn? bur friends, had told us . 

~o sound it tour ~1mes, as everybody elEle in tile woodS sounded' it 

th~ee t1tp.es and they wOuld therefore knoW it was us. We did it, 

tour times. And~ at onoe the dog began leap;ing tip and down on the 

,f,lqor, bis eyes gleaming like tires,. b'srklng his head ott. We 
• 1 

lO~k~d down at him"s ston1sheci.~· 'We'd always thOUght, until then, 

~hat the thing' to .do as a dOg wes to bark: at a~ car f~om the ou'telae 
'!, ' 

of' it when it .m.adethat' n~is.e. not from inside,. But this tog was 

4~tterent. His owner explained him 1io tlS'. 'This dog ot mine. 

,he S'~ld., always barks trom inside t~e car' when he .hea~s the horn, 

because that'is how ,I,. the 'own~r. s,ignal my ~approacih' to mY own 

~ouse on 'week-ande,'only three tlmes 'and not four~--everybod1 soUnds 

the1r~ horn thre~ 'times here (with a quick sorutinising look, as 
-., '\.. I' . I 

it, to sSY. tNow you know") t ,~nd this horn, 'so\lnd~d from ins1de', 
J ' 

,means~ _tor the dog a week-~eJld, of" ~uns and walks and routlngabout . , 

1n the garden whioh he never gets in ~he City, tar hets in'the 

oity, all week .. - .. " His eyes;nearly explod~d with gleam, 'and the 

words pour'ed out like steam trom e. German spa., I' 

The' good blonde lady whO\V8s:n ,rt our ~rlena. began walking 
, , 

,towards us._ and we decided to pu,t the whole matter' to her---I 

think he ~Bd hopes ,that after:8 11t~le qu1et persuasion she niight 

prove t~ous that 'sh~ was ,our 1;r1endatter Eill. ~e. JUDlJ?ed outs 

;. aohtuns, the' ~ttack" 1s ont Did she khOw~~where Dr';. '\17--- lived? 

Hesald ,it like a panzer, GrenErd.l~:r division mOying forward' under 
, ' 

enfilade t'lre. But she wa~n tta 01 t frightened. In faot, she 
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was like the enemy waiting ilIlder Ii heavy ~rmoured o.ove~". She 
, . .. .. , . 

~~le~~-;'Y8. lBI\' ,( two S8inm shei~s,. bang on, their targQ:'t.). "!!.' 
(a' landm1ne)~ 1.!' (6 swift' aerial attack to mop ,up). ' Sbe lqlew 

I' , 

the 1a411 'In fact---nein •... 1st das m~s11oh~---we ar~ all ~enolng 

about already" ap.parent1:r the, order has come" .through that the enolJl31' 

has evacuated his pos1t'ions--~'in~ fact., our l'r1end had Bsked her to 

kee,p e· look .... out in, case s~e found two English ,rr,1ends of hers .lost 

in the woodst .Ah-h.h-h .... hS !md soh. eOl was? Roars. app18aee. 

laughter, danees---I f1rld I'~ tlueh~~ in the oheeks 'alreadY., and 
. .. 

'\ m]r w ~e looks salt shots beeb. ~p a' mountain on a S~1-11ft. 

'our friend pa~t1oularll aske'd'her to ask ¥U8 to Sb~.nd the 

.-bo.rn toUr times wh~n ,w~ .arri~ed instead of the ou·stom.ery t~ee 
because tour would denote to_ ber 'that we we't~ "new' to tlle woods. 

\ So aga1~-.!-.()pe, two, thre~_,four.-'-e.~d the dog starts' bar;t<:1ng like 

'mad agaln. until his meatel" te~ls him to jump out of the. oar, 
.' . , 
•• ,I • " 

at which he s1i~PS barking eJ:>~ptl~t the rUle being that he only 
. l .. ' 

barks ip.s1de. at least on military ope:rat1ons .l~ke this QUa. 
;, • w r • 

Quietness descends on t'he woo,d,S.' NQthlng happens. I sOul1d the 
. . i .,1 , 

'II 

liorn ;aga1ri ... ~ ... this amazing dog doesn tt eveti: look up. And agsu. 
'. i..'... 

no one "omes.' weil,; th,en. did our kind i'riend know Where, the , 

yv---. fa'm11y lived by' any oher:tQe? Yes, she did. ~n tac,t" she 

would take u.s·'tliere---1f~--couid she sque~ze in the oar? We 
• - I . 

tt 

looked ;at the man" and his 80St the answer depe~ded Qn them;, _ it 

now app.eared that wi tb the collapse. 'ot the enemy defenoes; and· 

their e;~aouatlon ot posit1ons., our ow~ front we"s· a·s tight as ,it 

could '~e t. and Sl ort of opening new ~nBag~.thents. qn <?ur lef't or 
• ! 

rlghtj '\\b.tch W9u:ld tak~. ~1met" we would have' to as'k ona of the 

oommanders to fall. ~t;lto rea~-reser,ve. He obliged' 'at once;"anci 

sald he was near his h.ome-.'~he walked o~t wavirlg merrily, with 
.. ·f ';; 

~h1s dog., beam1ng a~d bursting' with happy helpfulness," 
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somehovi"Cto squeeze pasta post .in':the IDiddle of the pathwar~'" 

that mU~t be the bement p'oatl---and ~vold fal11ng' fifty 1ard'~ 
, - .. . 

into's gtilly on the. other side .. if we ooJid .. ", 'So I tUrned the' 

car round and slowly; g1ngeriy; edged it past t~e ·pos:t,. ·having 

aSked my wife and our guest to walk 'behind, SO as (on the best· 

militar.y principles) to keep down the oasualty-rate. 'I got· 
, ) 

pa.st. and thGyjo~n:ed ~,S&JQin. straight onl And 'there, at the" 

\' \ 't'op of the,. hill. stand,ing by· a painted gateway, was our fr~end. 
. . 

. .' waving frantically., with two o~ ~ler daught~rs. and in a mOIi1ent we 
'" 

were lost 1~ hugs. kisses. pushes.- slams j \.play;t.l1 p1nchefi,. hair-

\ruffling. squeezes and ~ven~ thoUgb I couldntt .be sure of this, 

. b1 tee .' We'd srrl ved , 

" 

" 



" 

w~ sot on bQa~ the Q,ueen Wilhelmina at abou~ eleven 1n 
" . 

the morn1ns on, our way' to HamburS. and wat~hed. a pony, grey and 

81im, be1ng loaded into a narrOW box on the" quaye1de and strappe'cl 

wi th vat lous hal ters until he could. hardly: 'moved: suddenly he 
• ~ f 

l(icked his legs .upend tr~ed to olamber over the tront, he trle4' 
.::i .. ~ 

·again and again. pushing his' h~$dr bac~. but'·ICoUldn"t.i ~hel1 th& 

ol'8nellttlki him b48h in the aU' and lciwered. him slowlY_into tlle ,.,. .. .. 
dark. hold of the ship.. , ,'f 

I ~.~} _ 

aaX6~ea$*.(ifl8JI~esak9XblI$xQ'81oSe.il*8ti'Jla_etctJld~dx 

. , 

I A 'party at E,ng11~n. with o~' YO~~1rl dresEJ,ed in tight 
. ~ ,'f ' ' 

white trousers and Jumper,;, drove fast, o 81'S, on boar4:" and behaved 

in a~arr1ng and unnatural way t as ·it $orneth1ns e,pe0181 oUSht to 

be reoognised 1b them by oth~ people withoutb1ts belng in their 
. ' 

tlesh. 'in their eyes or even in the way they Viere dressed; '1t .. ' . 
" . . ~ 

seemed to, be only in their engines. whioh made ~ threatening roar . . 

as they iett the quaYS1de., They seEu.~,d to be on a· jaunt but. 

th~ J~un1; wasn't the1re-.... lt was an idea th~y had as ~o what a 
~ 

J,aun'. should be •. and only the' trappings were .there" They were 

. going +abroad' as it misht h8v~:happfi)Dec1 in another' ep~h. when 

'it was enough at a ~1V'11ese 1nltselt tQ be not:1oed i The girl· 

had no depth 1n he~ ·face.. her body ~oked', sottlieS$ Bnd' real sex', 
.. I r 

p'erh&pS'beOQuse engines and threatening ~~s can It D10S'8 us into 
". 

,softness or- sex.. She kepto~8eplD8 one of ~he ,oune: men.~ound . .. 

the neck SitKM1Q thefitrlcsallr,. butwl thout atteot~on an'" even with=, 

out, bellet in her aoting'. 'And the rest '¢: the party laughed 

'uneasil.y and made abashed jokes.. 'They were k$~p1ng sOm~th1ng up 

which· none of them want.d. none of t~em be11eveo. In· and none o~· 



th$m were made tor in any case. , 
One or the men had a fluShed tac~ and ~ paunQ~.-.they ~ere 

the material of jollit.y"W1thout it beins 'the~eJ' and he wore 

casual clot,he~ without sll1 ette'ot. of oa~ua1n~lJs. It was ail 

like a panlc-st~1cken performan~e ~et() .. e an '1nVls1bl~~-perhaps 
host1+e-~aud1ence, ,'son8thing hEld to be dohe. theJ,-$. had $0. b~ 

a laugll,. to create what people oall vlt$ll~1'j' a so;t Of ~ 

deat~danoo,. The.~r nsrve~ 'wer~ sm.esbe4.. And noth~ng:, could, be 
, . 

cione"unt11. ~he.7 ~~d .eoh hEld mad~aGor~ of pauSe 1n l;118 11t., • 

and oolleoted h~ nerves together ~l,owly .', .. 
• '!t~ 

I 've ~otlce4 t.h1s. again and again 81110'8 we left It~lY' a 

'taw weeks eg~how torn peo~let$ nerves, are., . The first thing 

that goes is eelt..;~r~t: a smile can put t,hem at 'ease a end 
. I 

a trownOaDUi'lSGttle, them. ' SO 4.1tterent'Jtronl Italy where your 
... . ~ ., .. 

! 

tace lSntt watched e.'~ ,an l~dexot t'eel:1ng,t 

Wh~n WE) got to the HoOk' of Holland 1 t was sunny and qui ~e 
, . 
L ' 

warm, ~tter e rough crossing, 'and we stood'! on thequaye1de~walt~ 
.. I 

inS tor our car to be unloaded. '~e pony was he.ul~4 out at th~' 
. " ' 

hold 'again and we saw that, hft· d b~ en 1n 1lh~' same box thro~hout 

the 'foyegta. la~~~~ su hourEi. Be ,c~me' ~w1nl~ d'own', loOk1ns 

ha~ard and worn~oU1i,~- Apparently the crane ewl,ngl~ above 

er1ghtened him. ,and when it brought 8 car 46wn near b:1m.he, madE) 

a sudden plunge as he"ei, 4on~ at Harwich, and this ·time, sucoeeds4 
:·r 

in getting l1~s front legs, ove;r the entrance'of th(l) box. so that . 
... 

he ~t".a stoO<1 th~e pantlilg. his eyes" w,lth an' exha~1led ~u==t 
I 

$stonishlgg1y dignltlE;ld and pa'ss~onate 'look ... snd his hoote4angltng 

ove~ the tront ~ TWo or' three.4ookworkera ~~ed t,o 'e.ase him ' • , . J _. lo 

baok ,again. pusJ:l1ns at, 111~ hoots Until thery' were back inside:, 

he tQler$ted. thiS. s~ow p\1sh~ns a~d heaving 'f'or a 1;1me.his head 
.j. • .1 

, high, with a tl~sh~ l09k, of deti,ance, then •. at the moment Wh~~ 



they thoUsht theytd succ~ede4.~ he made 8 plunge again, with a 

vivl~ movement of terooitl.,afid pushed. his hOots "Qut 'QQctly as 

·before. Again the 'slow pushing baok too~ 'plaoeand agatnr 

with even: greater teroc:1 ty: then befor$ jnearly·:str1klng 'one of 
. , 

the dOOkel'S ~the ,head" h_a' made a l.eap that .Shook the. wholE) bc¢ j 
I 

end this: ·time he got his' leg'$ right out, and' :_ he.d tree4 h'l$ 

che$t. i Then a c,lerk~1.1()ok1ng: man "came, 'alone; and'calmly' 4lre'ote4 

the h$lters; ,to be lossened'i apparently," '~e wa,sused t,Q horse$. 

The p'ony .,under$tan41ng·,puU$d baok 'his ~~ots' $nd 'stepped out o.t 
the bOX like a gU.~8t .,qul.etlyand 4ell0e~lY~ 111s head bowed 

t 

~6th~t wretcb:e41Yt his: tall _ mane bedragg1edlhe wae· duet, 
. ) 

811 over' and 'hlS' eyes hatle ,look ot lnf1n~te ~e11et,.· ::someone 

led him,by the haltetalong t.he quat'side where we were "standlng'~ 

we we,re surprised hC)Wsmallb he re}Ulr. was. ~i$ tbru~ts had bfjsn 

80, mighty:.. He stood 'no ·higher tban my ·chest·.. W. ;$sked where 
. t 

he. was bound fOX". and the man lOOked ,at the label on his h81te:r; 
..... ;:.. 

ltW8s e village ile~ Rotter~am. was he tor k[lillng~.SUlr$iy. 
nO'1 N~~ oertainly 'not i the men said" sh~king' lit. 'h,ea4 w1;th 'Q : 

I ?-" . 

. smile. pe~haps tor·"Oh~ldren.: He now had 8 tre.ln journey before 

him. of ·two or three hO~$:.: 
, . 
The 'pOny was still hardiy ~oO'V'ere4., his head was hanging. 

and we ted him 8: whole apple.j:t;or~ett.1ng to break i~ ~p;. he $bo~c1 
, , 

some1nterest ~1n th1$ tind chewed 'tor e lollS ~ime without 'swallow. 

ibg., troth pouring out of 111$ mou'th on t·o tb~ cobbles~. He"4 clearly 
) - ~ . 

, beEm. slok4U:r1'rig tbhe "orage.,~he was now., aocordl118 to: the man, 

oleatt2;ng his 'at_oil au... He trothe4ov'~r the :ma'n' $ trous6r8 .'­

and. shooS". and 'c'Ollghed, then he was led awakt,.· But heoame ba"k, 

th,is t1me with a taU,. peasa:.nt~l1ke man wh6 ~h8d a ruddy teos en·'" 
, . 

This time W$ ga"e, 'b:lm 8()rrotSj ,'break~nS them: 
. ,,1, 

up, and he· nuc1gedhis head agalnstus,f t-M'lv.~" and inade a 1_ . 



· loutdly down hlsnostrilS'. . .When he O.ontlnue4 tile walk he 
, I . - ~ , 

went a tew paces' and· stC?P~d •. pulling at, the halter',· '·hen c1el1ber~ 

etely ,~hook his ooat free "ot, the dus'~; aJ.re'la~, he was lo~~1ng 

'mnerter.J- thoUgh his tail 'still hung down ,like p'i89'efJ ot old grey 
I ;. • 

icloth.t . Hls' walk was $.~E)ad.y.andciel~c8te, :l1ke a young' girl.s" 

espeCially as he hed no sh'o$s arid ~so ma~e only the ,sl1gh'test 

"thWnpi,ng 'sound on th, "c,obbles ;," a~d ·now\ and,then he would. give the 
r l 

'h~, :ma.n at hlsfl31de an 1nt1me.t~ nudge .~s·"'1f h$ could$m.ell t~e 

'()oW1trys~4e, ~ him. ·T.J?erewasas1mpl~t)1tyab6Q;t' t~e' man Whl~h 

w~ notice~ when we' ~lk~d, 1io ,h1m-~~he :wa'1t~~ pat1entiy .while ~e 

ted thEt ~1mal ~a~rot8:j 'and returned . when we p~~ed another one 
... . .,. .. 

· out, ot ,the' bag",t with an e;p~et8nt _l~orih~s fao~ . that seemed 

·to spealclb.of~he.lte lilt tali! lIme'r AniDllUs· knOW th$$e thingsj and 

it· looked as 1;hOUghthey· w,8.re 't&.lld~to «ta.ch othel' qUietly E$ 

· they W~·lkf?Cl.elong.J thfl ,pony was te1l1ng~,~bout,~he, awful,voyage:a 
• t-

'The- party ot woU1d.b~ bo~~ero\1s p~~ple ~ove oft with a 
, 

. roar as they'd, driven on at Hat~lch;1t _8$ stJ'aDS~ ... ~a~h on~ 
r ' , . 

'ot .th~m,?las a quiet pe~~on 'j' ,really, . it showecl" in their ta(j~S~' 
. " 

they ,~e.d more delioacy tl1sn 1i~eYt' were will.ing tO$how;, and their 

peo~11ar' diatortedgesture~' 6'nd false laugh'S had grown up between 

them' like a third. person:.' 

We' d1'6vet to Rotterdam and 6t~ theJ'e.:I w$e' slirprt$G:d at, tb.e 

hug~:he$s at· the $ky" like, a b:tue 'and :Wh'1 t~ 'Q.ome E)tre~~hed, o'Vef' 

the earth .• :as 114, neV¢ ,seen it bet()~._ The tl.atness: M4 18'~ 

,of trees mAke" the. ~ sky $0 'impo,.-tant in HoilAn4; 'Gverytn.1ng 1'$ 
• " ". k 

~ontEllned ,in thesk,i ~d ·touohed by 1t. mad~ gl.ooIq ,or radiant 

,$OCQ1'dj.,Dg to'1.t; and .you.~~e ,1t: .1n pe:ople'$ eyes,.... ~erG 
.' ,... 

is aw6ndertul eme~aid qualit1 1n'the- ligh1{ as you
1 

l:lomet1mee: ~ee 

1t on the east 0 &;fs't of England,: like an $~11~~ing su.nllSht 
• • .... ~'#-4\1t'" -- • 

. . 
'on sand." suggesting, endles.8 spaees,~' 

'., 



I , .' 

There was apfUe ev~n'ing $un wit~ 'h18h., witt-ttl olOUds,,' 8nd 
, to J i . r . ~ . ~ .' . l, ~. 

people wereoyolltlg homij .r~om: 'work 8l.ong the banked roads thQt 

wentab'OV~ the t1el~.: Rotterdam ~a~:;strang~, \vith .,ilst ~oloured 
, I'" • ;,6 '"~..- ;1, • . \ • 

bul1dlng:s shining like obJ~c't~ in' a m80hlp.e- 1:!O ~st that it t turnsi 
• t I! .. ,\\ . • 1 

yoU into e squalid kind' Of m1age1, The bltl~ wind 'swept, t~ijush 
• ," t. i, '.. , ~. t • • .. " 

• I ~ t,r'. l ~ •• f 

the streets,. Nearly ,ev~ryt~lng was new~~ A tew qt the old streets 

remain~d~ the1rho~~es' 'sq~e~~ei; ~lose ,'oget,her,., 'The r~ds: had 
':'0" I .! \ t • ~ '" • ~ • • • 

a gl~Omy hollowneSs but sometl.tnlts there 'was a b~ight oorne~ with 
!' ,"" ~. • '. ". ) ,"1 ; i. • _ " " J i 1 •.•.• 

oat .... ble~· andoolOured chair;:" an~ resta~QntB wlth walls of 

.. f" lo ~ I ' 1 ~ l 

ateb~l()nsedto older ~im.eS'f 11k~ a G(jl'ntan ,bier-stube. the se'ate 
'";", ,'.' • t , i ,. <': ,'" 

woodenwltb. ta~ baokS" thet8~les th10kand atm.-dr", with 11 massl"1e 

t11Etd stoye l'e~hlng· to tbecetiing. and pa1nted d6n01~ t1sllres' 

on the pQ~$lled Wal.~ .• and heW8Pepe~s 'in 'woode~ olips "hqlns 'trom 
, ~ I • " ... '.. . • ,.' .~ ,t • 

pegs,' ever~hlng dark w~~b cigar.smoke. ·~W. asked ~or wine and 

the 8~1te~'.' darkandlt811an-100k,li1g'~ ~91d us th~t thef stoCk~d" 
, . , 

8 'good 10~ Bordeau i 'lo~ej:.: ·wh.1~h 'wtt ·Q~b.t· to .trl'. ',I "It tasted 
.. _.' '. ... .. ~ : r ...... ' .' ..,.'. ,._. i '" • ~ t .. 

ot'~~ap$S~' anyWay., We 'ret elect ed, to eaoh other that in an ordinary 
• .' + t ... . 

wine lees than a year 014 you 'stood a b$tter cb.8~e ot getting 
• • • ~ .' r • t~ l • 

something pur'e than in nine' o~t ot ten so9~alled v1nt~es. Vie 

pride ,ourselve~ o~ what ~~. knoyr :sbout' wint. whl~h ian t't muoh. 
~ • • I 

'~ ~t was the first' wine' we:'4 had fora lon8t,~" a~d 'it made us 
• .' 1 ~. _ ~ ,.~ i " • ~... . ~'... '\; 1 _ !'"I • • 

teel del~tfullf t1red and heavy. So we 'decided to go to the nex·t 
~ r • , ~t • 

" ... I. I 

smell town and stay ~here tor the nlgh~. The familiar sense -ct 
- ... 1 

be~tlg' foreigners grew on .us ·8ge.~il. After mu~h' t~~VGl yoti hElve 
th~ . 8enl3~ ~t 'belbf?j a natural v 18i't~ev.~he~, a ~i$1 toriq 

lite.. You enter the warmth a moment &n(l then'80.~ y~u'b.ave 
, '. . -. • r 

tb.eu'm~st 'tree'do~ of ',elf.' t~~ '~~$~ippe~ to~ a momeitt' of sge. 
. . ! . 

. . 1 . 

moods, even bitter' pereon~ struggle,' in s' perilous 'anony.mity 
1 • • • i ~~"". ' • ~ i ~\, ~ rI . ,,\' .'" .... 

whioh makes lit dutien11 to grasp lite· ega1n,slnOe ~t oan take 

away Gl1i th~ UiUS~0n8 'of looailtY~:'they become' lUwiioru" 



there isn't a plSct;) VOU>io~n go baQk to;. all pl.aces ha'ebe~omQ 

gestures made ·,in 8 thousaIi~ 4itterent ways and.d ~:re~s·and.' tle14s lf 

in the silenoe of thew'esther, this' is t~e sadness. the, grow~ 
T • b. " 

'ltlabl11~ of' thlnss 1;'0 e:x~rci$a their c~arm ove'~, you, ~$pe01allr 
, I . 

it, th~Y oOIn.$· trom men; , there remains the ~f1athe~,j; and taoe ~~tGr 

unknoYin t'I:iQ9 I and the challenge '1$ h~ to ".i~$l'n, to be .S visttor 
, 

gladly. to r~al~¥ be a ·visitor" in yourse~, as w~. all are at the 
end~~. ' 

" we asked the wa1~r how tar. the next ~wnwa$,·o,n the war 
I . 

to the 'Ge.rman f~nt1er·.,and, he" told u~ Gou<iS, about halt~an~hou.r 
!' ; ,~ 

away'. ~; was, Per:+~~. ' Headde4 1wlth 'Q sm1.1e that the ,people 

there probably went to bed 'eai'iY,so weshOUlI1 hurry,: .. 
,. .. 1- °1 

We reaoh~dG~d~ soon a:rt~:r ten,:whEitn' ~ve!rythlng wa~ d~~er·tea. 
~ , 

1"heoutsklr'ts were b$l'rert, as par'Os: Of Rott~rdam had lJ~en,wi~h 
'J ' ! 

lden~l~(u t treele~$$tr~eta:1 on rlsing groUnd., Wheeun hEld :~ust 

son~ do~.. F~et we' had tocrOS8 Ii ol~$l :'~h.dwa1t .tor th~ b~~4ge -, . 
I ! 

~'O be lowel'e~',. $6, Ii ~rge ~a$ paea.lng underneatl1_:, . ~ere :westJ11a 
I • • j 

"onde.rtu~'$~lenCe o~ Holla11-d .. ··<tomi~tr·om"i the t~a~ne'$s o~ ;the .e$.1't_., 
I ''Iot J 

~e barge,j.clean . and poliShed., with no CBJ;iSO lnth~'· ho14~· st'ole 
. , ',' ", 

through the nisht silently,~ gl'1d1ngunderneath us with a perf~ot.' 
her ' .. i • ,.. '. 

Smooth motion,. eng~n~s making only the ta1ntes'~ t.hrO\) tn. het 
. . " , ' ~~ , ~ . ,~\ i 

bowel.s while the. watU' tri4kl;ed and. ebbed "al.0ng thEi.$~de~<i'.' ~.J!!dn 

'was at the helm and 'after the b~idge had bf)c:fn pa~f$ea/h~" h$nde.~·\t~e 
, 'J. • " "~ , 

'wheel over 'to h:1~w U'e. -in a t1-nY-gloW1'ns, ~abin- {~ll~re ;thie' ;lm~s~ 
'i ' . .. 't '\ ,., 

,$nd palnt\YOl'k shone'.' 'l'h~.ri ~he br1dge wae l~werea. ,agelnfmeo~~: 
. " .r ~ .. , 
• I ' . 

I1n1Qel.l.y t:rom ~nS1d~ the br16gehOU$~. ,and w~;w~nt· ~ tn1iO' ~,el;\\, 
t . tIJY\ ' ,,' '. , ~ I't .... ' "'.: • . 0 .. ". ' . _ . ,,' :' ·'r "'~N 

, .,' ;)! /'i\~ 

. Th~l.'El were· ru1;h~ d:ry• uelr' out$k:l.t-t$.· all :1;b,EI. ,wixtc1C1W/!i · , ' \. ~ .. 
with the4'~Urt6Uts und1'~m j,n the nutoh ~~}\ $h~w1~ :~~~ , : k' to. 1nside ." sOllIe at them w1 th pOlishedS~'~~l>~",4s,· (\fi~. d;~~e~~$~cne~· 
other$·'~1th· the $!gns ·at a .meal.,so11d. end ~Qrupu10US. ;/ ~en'~o \ '\'\"k 

. I ' \ ......... 

\ " 

\ 



'-. 

" 

o~ $UrP"'i~~ we oake :to:~th$' heart" Of ~' old totin with canals 
. - -, .~ - . .... . 

i ..,L.-' , ", I, ~... ' ,. I. l . 

I'Unnlng thrOJgh it and e tall'ohurchi_ a tan latEJ ... tn~418eva1. 

town"ha~_i stoodiU~t).·1b. tile m).adie· or the bObblEt/l SQ.uln"e i 
. ~~.. ~ ~ 

itsSh~tter~' bJ:1ght .red. ~ts' wall~ sloping nia'ss1vel:y." taU.i-
-¥o f r<t! • 

_. ~ t. ..\ ~ • . '." J • 

than all the house •. , round ,the Squ$rfJ but at the~Bame· .t:lme wonder. 
" • ~' '\,-. I ' ' , _ I • f 

tully unassum1ng'", everYthl~ flAt and at~ll ~ail round it; iike a 
t. . 

.lake. I When weS8W It.a blaok shadow in the 4u~k thr~e s~o~_ys 

h1gh'~ with' its neat l'f;ld shllttere and ~ -pp1r$:" W$ felt:> a SUddEm 

rel.iQt'f ,a-s, 11: W$"d :found a r~a+,:home tor the" night; .. ,:, Towns were 
."' I 

made ~or ·t~av'llers th$rl~ '-'.riley had a speCial ~umblEt tou~h'"that 
i ,11 r ..,' .. ,-

Oon$oled ~and proteoteo.._ 
. -~. . 

. , '~e "8hop~ ~an4 hot,ls round ~heBqU~$ glowed ~<t- ·tv!inki~. 
tiny coinp~e4' with '~he· gleeml~· Sha~o'w tnthe ~1ddl,~,. . w$ found 

. '. .,' .. 
. t . r... .~ . ..:. '" i ._.' I; !., _ I .." . 1 j ;. 

a,tlD1.~BX8XBI~ __ ~", hotel 108 $14estre~t, .~~h a ~ana~ 

~~~ns 'bi' It:. . 1'fie st81rO'ase to the ;ooms wise s~ st~ep't and ~he 
• ~ ... ~ • .. .1, . .. .. ' • ." F • ~ , " I 

a'tepa -~~ tlj1:11"that it, wa-s like '0 lim1?-lngan en.cUGs,' towel"; the: 

owne,'.a·:Pal~i: ~hlt\; li'ned, ~-f ,with still eyes. ito~d'lis.,W1thEi' 
t , • ~ 

.. ~ ~ I " . . ,I. 

qulok. 3e~ky. $mil~:J in '8 ·brEiathles8:·w.1j,tha~ m,sny"sallol"s,b.se '. 

Si.ept' l~th~' ro- O'f&rt~-'oenturie$" and tliflt the·y:·« ol1ulbed 
t~ the:"f-ctowtS 'n~-s·t.~" 8&' th-e;y~aiied these 'r~oms,' 1~, B,t;.".* •• 4 ,. , 

• .. ~ . '" I ~ • , ~t "* •• 'i,X. __ 'ever., SOl't,~ Otstate,j,Somet1m~s~ w~rriout "&tter ~, 

r~ughsea~ but USUQlly a.ru'nk«: <. The plaoe !.'was '~lmple:~,'-~:l~~n 'arid, 
, " ' ~.. ' .11 \f 

blar". ,·FU.st we were ;ohown '8 Uny double room \V~~h '.~ bai:cbri.;V:\'\ 
': l' ,~l , , . ,. .¥\~. 

~verlookl~ the canSl*, "but that was no1s'y because ot ,the -truo~ 
: ',I' , ._ .r ", ',. ,- : ~: i· .' 
~Il:d motOl-..oyol~s that' roai'ed :~~t~ b$~aw"f ~d we aSked ',tor ~~o~ 
, : . . , _ _' , . \ ,i:' :,' ,-, '" I; ~o.l....:.a 

Single <~9'oms ,instead.. -One ot these, ~gave ~out ·on .:to the Cio~t~u. 

C)f a,"hotlpUfl].j atld the oth~ 'had no vi1rid.OW at ~il;, ~11a, tani1~~ 
WhlCh hE, Elaia woUld ~UPP1Y U& w.1 th 811 the .~U"' we ht)e~ed"t<Jt ti!-~~ ~ 
nish" ., '~ve 'wen. 4o:all$ta~ again. to 81~ 1n tlie'cat~t(nt:a· tew )\, 
m1nute$ ~.~~.oi"G $01ns to l>e4, and ,1: ordert)4, a beer. No. it w¥ J ~, 

,~t:i; t' \ .: \ "~'l'~ 
..... ~ \ , 

\ \ 

\' - t 



e. tem~rance.hQtf)lJ end the man nOdded his ~head as he to,ld us 
thls,- his eye's p'ale.,· $e 1t defending an attitud.e wh14h we f 43us,' 

, ~ '. l. 

Ohallerlged., His vOioe and tile Way he lo~ked at 'uS 'were .JDild but 
, 

,~t the sa~tlme he wa~ emph~t'lc,~ wltll a p~~tan '~piac'ab'111t' 
whiQh show~4 in th~ way he at 'once returne4';to the boOk'he'was 
\ , 

reading:., 'l)'onoentra,ted on 11; palely and btood'lesely .• ,. Heada.'a,,: 

. i~Ok1nS' .~p tor'a mOment,. as if to leave tree t.o ~1n' it· we Wanteet 
i~· .. ...' .,; 

to., ,that other hotels 1~ GOUda~, .serve beer and tllat thliJ una 
'. 

wae:the O~Y 00.,·1 that d1d~t~.. r He then p~t ,hiS book as1d~1 see-, 
. , 

- 1118 perhaps that. ~$~ didjl't .an So vtJry much to ~'f: and BSked it 
. . ..... , "~ 

wa~re Eng~1$h.. I was a\>:.cut. to· explain t'hat··1 was ,.:«i'" ti" rrtt 
, • • I '. ' " ./' • 

wife _was, German br ol1.gln,j Aus1;rlen.sewd1s~, and ~e:tican by up. . 
" " . .' " ~ " . 

br~ng1ns,j', and EngliSh by marX's.lge, when the, opportun,1ty passqa.., as 
, ~ . . 

\ : I :..;. 

ltusually does •. ~~: spoke·'cagaln., th'1e time '~o"my wite 'only,,: 
~ . ~ ~ 

and sald th&i;.. 1t we ~d time the ~ollow1ng' dar~ 11& $l'iould~~ v1sitthe 

,Qhu~h •. only a te~ yardsawe.:r. whlohhad the mo~t W~n,d$rtit.l stained-
• 1 PO.;' • 

glass l win4ow$, 1meg1nablec" ,And he ~de 1tsfiem: t~t,:: tb.~e, was some~· 

th~ng ~oral about going to theoh~Oh,ilS. 'it-we:t i1 "~readydetam.1ned 
to· shirk it·. tor he nodded, ~a qu1~k" '~mphatio 'W&Y.::~ his I 1i"1'& 

• ~ I ' -.-. ,. ~ 1- - ! 

purse(l'a~ 11' he"d, just t1n1s~4 a rep~mandins ,,,peeohj ,' 8rldJ~te~urhed 
, . ., '. !. t • • • • .). i. :' : ~ r, ,....~ \' to 

to his, lloolt', s$ated by the 'bar where, there\ '~ a cotfee~urn.J3p~atm. 
, ' ' "\., . ,,: i ,. \ 'I t' 

1~., The, raom was bare j ~1th Q front windOw iike t,hat:lof, 16~) '~OP. \ 
• I ,. ( '\ t 

and .the "bles had ~o~ pla~Uc; tapa. " ,:" ; r 
I , .: ~~. \ 

But moraHty d-oesn't interfere with ~~ur ~leepi' not ii<~~tve 
g~ven·~t 8t3 l1ttle~ten~el as:'we,.h~dl'that'·d!1Y·t' and '~fi S'l~pt :~I~dl1 

., I ~.. ~ .. f ' , ' , .' ~ ~ -: "'t . ' .,,,' 

all night:,. both os ut" my' wlt$ with· the hosplt~l .oU~1d.~ 'he" ~~i~d-. 
, .' • , ' , ' ' : 1,' • it '\\ 

ow find ~ewith a tanU.ght overhee.ti.:, In _~;iie morntnB We ~~t::~~~~~ 
to breakfast and were 8ID8Ii:Eld to ~ .... that anothe1" part-Of 'the l~\\ '\'-: 

bare 'room" which had been hidden the' pr$"1oiisl··e~e~1nS,.,,, o'6ns1Sted '}\ 

~ ~ , ·8 din1ng 1'001Il ,~1 th -aoe.~6t anI! pleasant O:l()th~ -. / \, , 

-O~el.'~d ta~les .~:tor' the botel gU~~t~{ \thUe the daily', \ A,' \\,,~ v: 
~ \, . II ' 

\ 

\ t 



Cu$tOm~s. sat. next' .dO~:1 drllik~ng :1c,otf~hi '~d .$mQi;tingoiaar.'. 

I had had a .t~anSe dr$~ 'in VJ)l~ch s~~e t)ff~re.a .~ a 

~OUS$ as!(i ~odging~ .. ~:onsl·f3~trig only' ot Qne',1'00tll.? bu'11t:in:.f! perfeot 
~ . ." . 

square With frenoh wlnci"OWtJ: and ·~th$r 6tn(ite ,briokWorltin thE), ' . ,..' , ~ . - ; . , .:. " 

~se1.\d.orG6~h10· .style, only Slanti,ngln th$]~.m.os.t pe~U:l1ar way l.lk~,; 

~J..1e ~~wer ot Pl$~ •. ' Ne~ttQ ~t was _heOwn~l'ts ~()uSG'; w~iohwas 
• • 2 " 

q~1te rto~mal.: And both $$004. ~n B. brisht~sreen;( .c~re1;Ull.y ktlp~ 

lawn. with cypress tr$,es and., (fl.ippad bushe~.' ol()s~ 1;0 ~ 'WI.de desert. 
~ • • t • 

ed. r~d~y.. Th$ room itse.lf· rem~nded me"or h9US~s' wh't;e ~td. 

stayed In· Ati.strla-""':"b~·~t.j: with' heavy ourtains, and ~le:ntl at,· 

wood. and 81o~1~g iamps; 'and. tat., shining. t1ied atov~es.J In this 

square.. leaning' ~O()m I W8$ questioned by 'the p'Q11Q:e'J 'who w$nt~cl." 
.'. I .. . 

to. know .. ~ot all' th1ngS~-""Wher.e ~. ideas Came from.. .X· seemed 

to un(1er~tand wha~ they m.e~t beCause! was ,about tq~eply,: bu~' 
to • . • • ,.1: . ! 

they 1nte'rrup~ed ·me .• p~Ok:lng up the book I was .te.ad1,ng:.', ~d .se.ld 

that tiler' noUQe4' :s;' had -Qn()e ,~Xp~eS8Eid an; :t.dea ,from iI,hat' boolti antl 
I .,,~ I' ..... . ~ ~,~... • 

did I ~ow the 8\11;1103:'1. 1'0 'Whlchl S~S:d.; Y~~.l;'·~ .mElt 1i~.c :And 
. • t.. . ~ • ..' . 

there· the. 4ream. ·~nCiec1. It was a troubleddreEUrl whioh 'lett m~ 
- • ) • • . ' • , • ~ , , . ' oj' ", f .! .• 

. with ·~het.f)~l.lng ~na t m:t l1te~·~and t~atiJt 1irI w-.t~·.;. who:f~, ,b,Enm 
.~ ., 

,."r! 

quest1c)n~d b.et¢"G ~j an~' n'otl,eUow~d to w~.n mQ.·~n.~~me"~wa~. 
• , • • ~I I ~ • 

Und~~ surveillanCQ: : ana. .fQr ~~e thOUShts that p'tl$sed' F.fv~teiy . 
.. I 1 i .. '. • . " 1,.. 

and s 11entlythr:ough m~ h$.ad·~; 
; I i 

But the OWl was $hiniDg" and outside': everything lOQkeQ.9~eo.n 
, ~ ... . \ . 

, ' ' \ 

'and gleaming,;, .. 1. can~t.l11 remember the pol1ge~~u( ~.that dr;,*~-
_ .' '. ,l -"'., '.. .' \ 

dark. rather' reticent", metho~·o·al;. oon~entt~tf)4 on th~1r not~\ " . : ' \) . ....... ,. 
t8klns,withQut ottence~ abstraoted ;t'l'..,m ,us, w1th b~u.e un1i()i'~\ 

, '-.. ' 1\\ 
" .' (. ')\, , )., 

.. \ "-
'< ......,., 

\'lhen, tvet'd had a breBkf&stQt eggs,; h8ln"che6$8 and QotteEj ) \' 

We went to, tM squ.are and tound avegetab!e':'a~dtj'U~t ~k$t. 'f:, ,"-" 
with women croWd.ti1g round tl:ie st~llS'!f! o~_e one$~de ,o~·th~ J3~\\a~e/, \~, 

, I \ 
'sqU~ezed in b~tween two hoUseS": $to~' ·the 'w1~:h~~ou.se! e~ ~t· ~watt /\ \. ~ 

\} ~ 

\ 



. , " 
\ , 

, 
I 

~ , \ It, .lay behind the .qu.~ew1 th hollSe$Qnd oanals 'a~. round 
I '\. '\ . i \ 1 i . ' .. I 

'1~:r It.hugging its ma$s~~ w.~l$. ~l mortt1~g' the be~l.s'~Eld be~ 

,I r:lng~nsf rathe~ like tria, SalZburg sl~kenSB:t.el,: onl11e~e dalnty 
~ .'~, . 

'''''-.\~. "'1 andb8roqu~: th$s.~ played ~fth s' m11d" hsunt.ll'l8 l~ttle tune ageln 
.~~ \\ 
~ , . 
"/'\, and ~aln. 'floating over th~ to~,; h1gh .. up· 'in "e: t~w$l!'" visible 

F~~\' ' ' 

"J '\.trom the ,groun4as~he . bells· 'sw~t() ,and ~r()i ,TO ~et. ~~to t~c;l' 
-\ . . "... l ... ~ .~ ..' 

" ohurch we had to r'1ng at thesextonfs h~u~a· olose by, op~oslte 

\~he., .1d~ent~nO$~f buy ti~kets at h1$ litire: otti;C~' and then be· 
. . . . . ~ . , 

! escorted. acrosS2 the doar ees ope~$~ wt~h tEl keYt and we were 

, ' to,l.~ -that \yhen ~e want~<l to 1~$V~8ga1n ~e should ring a bell by 
. ' . 

~ -~he doo~ inside J then we ~re Q losea.. tn ?/l,theeve:ralothel' people, 

o~pt.~~ve .1ns14e e great S~mlO~.Ole of ~ata1,nea: 8.~ass,~. ihe wlndows 

vl~re~Uge_~ depictlng al.1Sort~.ct su~J~ots ,t~om. the Laf3t supper . 

toth~ lndtl~ndenoeot' Ho~land + Th~ b~geSt was 'ov~r twel.1iy 18ril 
i • I .• ..' i ,. .. 

high; and therQwer.e s(:Kty-tcur windows Ul aU.~.: t .A wonderful. 
t " , _ " , 

.(311EJnoe httngover the Qhuroh .•. , wl~~' the s·~<f of' the bells, higb #.it 
, ~ . ~. 

the' air ~uts1deand ~r1t'·tlng ~()wn somet~m~s'J nntft~.ci and gentie~ 
.I ... ,,) ~ .' 

'The pews we1'6, lnt.he torm of a r8~eed at1di:tor~um rOWld the pu1plt. 
, . \" 

,rat~er 11k~ a le'oture-room Qr'S po11tto.al ~sembly,. the $e8~S 
_. : - '. J • 

r~slng 'lit, t:t.eret.,w1tb a ,long tabl$ belQW.j. 'ss tttor ,olerkS to 
, .. ~ . .. t 

, , 

~eke 1;helr notet:Ji .Ami there, we~ doo~~ leadltm from it., out into 
• • ; j • I 

the Ohurchl the al. tar "was tar away., outs14'e. Mr1mpres:~1ort was 

-or e. C 11110 i .mor'el relig'1on, whioh ''l',as d~squ.seed and,h6mmer~d wt 
. , . 

inside this Closed., wooden~, int1ma;:te', $ven te$t1.e stru~ture frQ1D. 

the Attgustan. ase. ~t was put t)1e%'S' in tlie middle' :ot the CElt ho11C 
. -

ohurch,,: whiCh was spacious and flat" wlthou:t dieo·us81on., It 
~ • • t ~ ; 

reminded me 0" the .Sh~ldonlan Theatre ~ oxt9rdj the dark wood 



, 
I:, 1 
" .1 
' ........ ' i >"';""j 

I 

\ 
, \ 
l 

! ' 
\ ... ' 

"sugg,sted people doing th1ngstosether in comm~lty,: one ()oUld 
. ", 

imagine ~he my~ter1ousnesB.' ot the silence ()~ts.1de at ~vening • 
.. ; 

t~me.and the glow Of, 1·1ght~'lns1de. ,dulled and ~endere,d !n,timate 
~ .: ) . .•. 

by .the wo04., '.rhat has SQp.e out of Our 11ve8; we gllmpse it 1ri 
. , 

ohildhood perhaps. ... ~we may br1ng ,1t with \ls.~but the .... X .. XSBa 
.. • l ..' . .!. ~. '. ..."......, 

sense 6~' th(? s1'lenCe outs1d$ being Jolne4 t'o us in a giowlns 
. . ~ ~ : 

my$'t$r,'i at Chr'*e'tmas"" Ea$~er.~ 'M1~h~~S, ~'a$ 11' what. We ,~d'w~S 
•• \ 1 ~ , i ~ 

know ,t.o the \fast s:11en4$ o\J.t.~1de·. ,makins its vast,ne~.s prot~ctive 
, , 

and,exo,lt~ng; ha$ gone'". At~ one time our seas.on~ went',right 

!"~: I tbh1'ough the univer,se'j so tO$ spe"akJ and this is t1n1shed in U$ 

\ 

\ 
\ tor a time., . .!.., 

: t 1 

We stood at· ~heau<iltor1um looking down;'~~ This 'sense ot 
'~n~,1m.ac1 1s 81~ays~, nOwadays. '$ s$nse' at the "pas.~,.: I remember 

te~1ns' :tt, ~n·'~Lu.oca onoe-~,~~ a hotel. thEl~ hassino.e been removed; 
1 

.. and in ps1.esir1,na j near RO~), walki~ along the ~a1n mr~. street', 
f 

n~row ,and oobbled" with lighted, Shops on e1"ther sid~tuli of ,rather 

dusty obJeots, at LeobE.Jnr in Austria,.' the 'd1n1ngroomot'a 'hotil' 

w1,th pan~lled wallS •. e'V'eryth1Dg in 1~ ~nt~Qt from before the.wtar" 
r; .. \,' " 

w1thbheavy f soJ.ld ..... lo9k1ng QU t1ery ~nd pla tee, and thlckvel vet 
•. • ..' ~ .. ( I' 

cloth on the' ta~les and ,old p1~tolS and xtitles .andswo~dS· hanging 
i· ., 

on ~he smoky w~ll • 

. , Most of the w1ndowB ln' the, Gouda Ohurch date tromthe-secan4 

. half of thes1xteenth ,oenturl'~~stizsL tl,. III 1'~~ 15 a Heper.; mITb 

·dur~ the Dutch war tor indepen~enOE) that went ~>n tor eighty 

ye8rs:~ \1Jb.en the pr(tse,nto:huroh vias bU1J:i, the ,0' i tzens" asked 
sf I I. 

.. : . 

allthe 'prlno'es and ohurohmen t410wn to them to Q-ontr1bute a Window" 
. .' ,',' 

anti· .th1's· W8S the. r'esult-.,· Thetl~st w$.ndow W$sglven by" .the 

. B1Sh~p ot Utreoht., repl'esen:ting the ~aPti$m of Ohrist; Philip 

. 11 of . .spain also ga'\te a window·, in~ whiQh he and the' Engl.ish Mary 
,.1 

. Tudor • his queen • .'are represented---'h~ was th~n Holland's' rulEtt·. 
, I 

~ 

The .last w.indows were put ~n af'tE)r Gouda, ha~ become protestant., 



at tbe 'en4 Of the sixteenth c~ntury,.~ and. one of the~ repres~nt$ . .' 
'freedom o,t consciencet~~ YOU see that in the handsome Vlooden 

aud1t,orlum" oar'etullyoi'lc,' humped! .1n the middlE) Of the't'last, 
, , 

ohurch perh~ps ra'ther defiantly and s'elt~()nS9'10~ly. 
, -

, t.~ spen~ the -~$t ~ tlle, da¥ 'on the road~ the Dutch '~ 
side of. ,the German frQ.n .. ~1~t ·w~, stopped ElP:d wrote a few oards' to 

EDg,J.andli' It Wtl:$ sat'u~dar and w~ we~e tQ1.4 a~," the loctU.. shop, 

the.:t W$ woul~. only fin~ stamps on- th~' German ,~~de of the- border 

':\,' and 'had bettel' post :the QardB trom:thEli'e; , but we wanted to PQ8t 

\. them on the, Dutch side beoause it was the t~t1rst t~me we td. ,really 

'\ been ~o Holland ,and cur :culrds showed wlnd.mJ.ll,sj oh~ldre~ in ,qlogs 
-, . 
~·and the typical Dutoh musi~n; ,hat$" stan,ding' ag81n~t a backgro\Uld 

~ ._ l~ 

: ot. tulips ·and daffodils. ,So the ~ShQpkeepel'> said he woul.d, post, . . - , ".. . 

th~ himself on }~onday if we, iet.t the money" w~~c~ we. did. . .', 

In Germany, not ~y yardS .,El()roS~ the \jorder'f~ we stoppe~ t.or 

. a ooffee. Already there,. :"ISS the" Ger~n emphas,1s 'and. downrightness; 

it was in the· shape. ,ot' the'road '~venJ the'way peopl~ walked., ~he1r. 

clothes t: t~e$1snposts '; 'the mi~dness ofHol~and. and. England was 
. " 

gone tever'ything had a Clea~e:t; and darkel' and more: 1mme~se look" 

with tall., shadoWY, tre$~ on a1 ~her s ide. 'There h,aa. been no sun. . ' . 
light since the morning" and it was bitterly cold with heavy olouds. 

thOugh the month was. ,July.' ;r,:or a taw ,hour!l vie drove al:C?ns quiet'j' 
. , 

straight '~oada",' then there wae the~\\tobabn fol' the- iast stretQll 
! ... 10 • , 

of twP. hundred kilo_trail, before we, r~aolied the' .heath near' Bam-

burg wh~re we w~rt!) to stay. 

our 'triends' had ~.()vided a map,! pen~11-drawnf which shOWed 

the loCalo.hurchJ~ :ahunting iodge,. the woods" and i3e~eral. tracks 
• j .... ~ 

going through th$ wo9ds .• ' We ~ere to take' one of the traCks • 

.And the house;, -tl!er 'wrote El~ th~bottoin Of the map .. , had 11 cement 
~ .. . 

pos't outside lt and a painted Wooden. ga,teway., It. sounded" ver., 



- \ 

'ElimplEh' 'L Mte1' leaving' the tilut41babn We had, ten or tifteen lninutes 

'dri'ring·,. 'then WEl<)8Dle' 't·o tt ..... ~ Church" 'wh~ah; was ·s olean'. modern 
. . 

'. . '. '. .... ,. 
building'" ;with a w1desandy, tra(jk at the ,side ot it; then' 'll hill:, 

.den~e Wi th ~rees--~c·learlY the woodS marked:' on the ~P4t so we 

took the tl'a~k. . sometimes th~un came th:rough and made the hOUses 

.and san~y tra.cl< gleam; then" a dark cloud would paS$ and the shadOWs 

under· the' tr~es would s~eni to be dra~lng everything into· them.., 
I 

We saw nQ hunting lodge'j; .thqugh.,-: ~pwe welit overthlck tre~~~oots •. 

as the path ~otnar~ow$r and. n~rQWerJ bu~ l~~$ad ~ a 'Qe,meut post 

and a :painted. gateway at· the ~oP t~ere wasmo:~ de~e' p~ne-torest;: 

,and. tl~ h~us'et1 halt:~hldden in the ,~hEidoWs ,. :We oam~ out at thQ 

top ,Of a~ll., whe~e the path ended. and tOUtid·rt.wQ·'hous~$' on- e1~he~ 

iSld~' cia court~d. built of' b~i~k and stonEr., ~1th tiled roots, 
~ . 

.. but a 'riotice-bpard Olit~idt;, e.nno~cei1that· it was a c·linicJ.· . ~. 

I 'WG'td taken the ~ong ~~ck,.· that was ca.eE!-~.. 'But there were 

too many others'tfot '\1$ to ·ohoOSe from. A ~ew girlS C8.iU'e 1 runn"tng 
, I 

r .f 

out" then an older' woman, • .; ~ey look~d Qt oUr' map, an4.'couldn t t makl 

heado~r tf;111 Of it." Wbey snggested:,that we 'return- to-the 'bottom 
" 

ot the· 1)113., where .·the· ~huroli w~s; and begin ~a1n trom :the'r~. .' 

No one had heard cit 'our trien4S .~, 'nor at thSir houses-,., tho\ig~t i', 

~ 

they were). certainly not a hundred yards· away trom th1:s ·~ointj~. < 

, - . 

On seoondthOligh''Cs they!:deo:1ded that· one or- th~ girls~ ·shp~d g'o 

wlthbuS., as she lived at t.~ bottom or the .hill' .and" mus-t!.~.turn 

hom in any cas~iO She was' aplumpj ~mili~,g girl' or: 61~~een', and 

sqlie~'zed 1n beside us t , tur;il~ng the oar sU~deliiy 1nt~ :a' s~t ~ ',~' 
'I ,i J..,.~ ~ 

merr1-go-r~und for us 'tf and'lthe ,journey, in~o.:·8 _~~-. siweetf\.} 
" 1 \ . 

She laughed' andex~J.ai.d. as webumpeci t)'vfft
1 the rOots .•. (' shb: I,l, 

, ... ,~, 1.1 . 

wouid Shqw 11$ th'~ huntlns 1.oc1ge"~.1t 'was l ~,t t:~a~ :w~/~e.4\~tt· 
, • '. J" : ' I ',' \\ 

tound 1t,.. Yes,. we had ~Ithe taken thewr·ong1~traOk. !.~ There! w~ /:-.. '" . . ........... '. , ; ..... ' . '. ·!t \ 

th~ h~~ins lO(1ge., a simple building ~ta.nditig 'al6~e at./"th~~l~\O~~\~ 
• " . , ,'. I \' \' \\ 

. .' . ..., , . .t' .. ft~ ""Ih\'. 

of the woocis,-olosed. its windows ourtainl:EJ$s);, ~tind'c~oSo 0 to ~~ \ 
. I ~._ \ 

t \ 

L \. 
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W8S, ~ ~~tfok-";.it was this one' we" had to take. Ancishe BC)' out 
< ' 

again. Wti\,ing ,Wl an energetic ·go'Odbye. "i 
, ' - '\ 

, Up Jie -ent again.' 1'he path nf1rroW~~ llke the. other' 'bile., 
g"01n8~ into the darkness ~ the Vioods.!ts-r'c)ots gettina' thlQke~ 
and 'bh1.~ker,. l!ke' bouide.rs;· ~~~, ... ega1nl:lke the othel:' ori.~~it· 

c~e out ~t the lop ~ 8 'hill" 'presumably"the 'same hiU. iStll1 , 
, ~. "'. . ,. . . 

there w~s neither oement post nor'painted ga1te~a1J\ only tiny'shsakS . ' 

I ~ .. • 

spaoejlat ,.ie$$t: 'the track led irrtosevsr~f.' others. '8.eme tot 

whiOh looked promising., with houses onelther ~ide. D1srega~d1ng' 
J 1. " 

, th~ map, whioh now'tc;ld US nothins,' w~ 1lool(- t.lle m14d~ one, ,I 

'~ere we ,:eaw ~.o ~ 'walking ~lOng 'iii'8 l~fsure~ly,~ ·satu~de.~ 
: ,\ 

t:ltterno~ W~1,. 
1 ' 

f: . , . w~ et·~ppec1 ~rld' aekEtd." 1h •• :'.· t Who? th~ <l1'1ed',1 as ~t t\the 
,'. j 

, I ;' -f ~" : 

. 'neme~.:a pt;)rtectlY<?l'dinary German nam.e ....... soWl4~4 outrageo\lt~". 
like hObgoblin, tn the woods~., ' We repeated. It·,~. ti(o. ,theyt« 

, . '. ,.' \ 

nev~r hear',d .th~ ne:*ne." ",gl1~t. W$l-e' the . hou.~S oalled? Noo,h:n 
; ~ • ~ • • '" ~ • I. 

"\,G~d10~ht (ctust on~ More .~ox7), and u:nser paradie'1'. ("our' Bea1fen) ... 
.... ,. • - A , :., • "" / I 

~'we' tG;~t :(l 1:tttl~$1111 saying· it,~' They ~odde4 .. ~~thiLo d1dn·'~· ,. 

~eem:-:outr~geous or Odd t,o tb.e~ ~t.811$N" they·d i1e.~r; b~ari 
, , ' . / , , " 

ot thes~ ho~ee.: 'They studied, our map.. I y.esj~. they knew thE)' 
" . , 

c'huroh ot.oourse. at the' toot at the hill, •. And there~wae the 

hunting lOdge~y!, •. y!!,,( theycr~ed't .pott~ng the 'hu;ntl'Ilg ··lodge .• ·· 
. I' .. 4 ' ~ 

Aiid here· was ~h~' path le~adlng up· from th~ h~nt ing' i~-~~~a : 
• .' ~ -,..' . ~'.. ' .-. ~ "', ,j.'~ ~. ~ ~) 

murmured ya,. ,;r!:J' ~s th~y p'ored cv~r 1t~ gr1ni~ and. 1n~$nt .• .' 
, •• • • < i . 

We'd come> too far.,. perhaps". The ce~\nt poat ~rid 'th.e I painted 
• '. .' " ': I , 

gatewya? we, '~sked~ No:,: they l(new orl no "~~men:t. P:Ost' 6rr'paint~d 
, • • ~ \ ~ \¢ .' 

aatewsy;, end tromthe way ~ey siiook, their 'Jleadt3y~ iWoUl~'~r \ 
think tllEl11 ~etnElri. postt end pa1n1;Eld ga.tewair.:'were: ~ot'Ori~Y riot 1 

-. .. \.' 0\ I \' 

there" .O'f 1 near· thEtt-e,. l>ut ~pos81'ble" 8n~~$~~'. 'Sb' p~rli~ps\;~~' \ "~ 
.. j \ 

~adn.1;.come too t8tl ' :i?ei':haPS 'the post aztdthe' ,gate~ai were '\ 
,1 



. , 

ahead,j ~o;~ '~hey oould e"asure, ·ot 'Us of thEit" they ~ren tt 
.~ 

&heaci. And 'whe,n ~h~Y 's$ld "~h'is 10~ '~OU!d h6~ ~ho~1i th~1 
, " 

had~em in their pockets.. and ~here~ote qllite O$.X't$in ab()u.~ 'where. .. 
• j. ! ... 

you woUl4nt~, f1nd them. 'lhen the map W*l$~ong., We ,all,l)~ 

down on the map .. ln, a· vengefUl. 'wa1~~the map was w:rons~ ot~'Coul'St:rl' 
• • ~ ." • • ~ I . .... ."' • • .~' 

what a ~sillY mtlp'l ~~ l7ffSt' thing v!Ei.$ to g'o by ~desc*,lptlon ot 
" 

th~ people we were aftel':, .an<i the ~4.Xid110t house th~y l~'Ve(l.:· WeU •. , . 
th'ey~. were called Wfi!f~, anci ~e., the h.USbanQf W~ .a dOO.t()~; they 

had tour child.ren, two otthem qu1"tegrown-tip; ancl t~e w1tetve 
4<, , ~ 

\ desQribed in eQme de~·a~l~-..,blondeJ.er:f robU$t-.loOk~ng, ~andaoDle.t 

bl.onci~.:blondel NO.~· they didn't ~dW ranycme l.ike that,t· '(SUrely, 

\you felt l~kesayingt YQu must know ,somebod;y; in~, t~a worJ.~ l.!ke it • 
. ~spe~)ie.lly 1h Germany ... whe"re·. blondeJ robu£3t-look1ns women abou.n4?) 

Back to the map. ,And we suddenly $~~. in tiny' -i3tttai 
" ~ . 

'W~1~1~.~;· that the o\vnder « the plot of land n~xt 400,,· ~s' .~ l)rl 
.. , t'~~; ..' ~ 

SQhach., Ah. DOCtor :SQhadhl Yes l! Shach,' 'schaohl fh~ysapt 
" .. -.", 

spat the word Qut. beaming t" with the~reme4nous Germanenth\ls1asm 
. . 

that is' like a .hurricane and as dang~ouS '." .~ Yes" now ,~'l:j:\t~~~ . 
~ . 

further i;!lons the track,'f. not I th1~ , way i wh10h le~¥ tu;,'b.~· 1~to , 
,~ "II/' 

the woodS.,. but th~ ()th~r way~ so th$"~~ ... h$re 1ih~1' sot. philOsophlo.al~-· 
,. .... ' I 

having re~Ohedtbe ·top of the 11111. as' we·,t-d d.one Just nqw •. ; our. 
• . I ',' 

Qorreot mOVGQUg"ht to be, ~urn lett. iri$i;eaci .0:' risht·1 whereas Wf;' 
') ~ 

had not onlyturne4 right, but taken the su1;>s141aryo't the "two . 
l' .1. ..... 11 '1' • " 

traoksatc) ~to ,i\. • We noClded in a daze... .so like a dreanil .' 
, .' 

And now they (lam' to ·think of :tt,,'surgrLythey did' .knOw thQ .' 
. • ' ••.• ) .. \ . i ') " 

gentleman·we 'were "looking tor? Dr W~~ .. ?·' le's,. that: was \ well. 

knoWn 'n.am,~ on th1~ h11lSi~; but theY" co'idnit. thitlkniri. what 
"" 'II L 

cOhneot~onl. Yes.,. two doc·tors lived side ~i ·s1deJ it··, had ·o#ten . 
. . 

been remarltec1 by pe:ople 100ally,' as S. (Jo1n()idence.. w~ ,Shot4d. 
i 

only-in ,'the' 
, \ 

oertainly find the house if we went along this path't~ 
I . 

\" I 

.. ~- \ '\ 
I 
L \ 



i-
'.J 

'-.: 1 

We 't'urfie~ z.oUh~' andwav~c\ th~~ goodbye l :' and they wE)nt oil 
w'1th their quiet/Baturday .. afterrnoon walk,. ~ dog ~fin1ng,b,tween 

them~ The map was liope-l~~s.we told each 6ther ........ b~tter. not u$~ 

it. This '1;1111$ we ,traveiled· along the brow ot . the h111.J without 
! t 

tl'e$s ()n e~thei's·1de., .. only heathear .• ,· f Th~n we, came ·to·,~ tork; .! ~, 
I, .. .. j • .. 

on~path l.ed downwar~J baok. ~o the area we ',4 hust lett.. an(l ~he 

'other went t'urthe; ~ntQ tpf;l WQ()d$~, Tht men hadn ttment:1.on.ed tbl~" 

11n a~ th~1r ph11oSop~yl. , :It: wa.s~ lik(1 ha~~.ng pl'()Ughed ai~ the· way 

thrQUgh the De(1UCt.1on Qt .. ~··cetagorie$ w1.:thOU;t~;:~li. told 

, e.~ou1t spa'oe and Timel.· ~e, path 1-p.to);the woodS '$e~e~ t()eno. ;in 
\. . where. you .m.1ght' expect to find. went.._, 
\darknee:s,. ,bort· '·Of Kan.:tian hole l' 'and:theQ1;her iRl into., ~ tt1rthet .. 

\ I • ; ~. I I 

~ead\ 'The path tnt.c· tl1e woods seeme.d to en~~ in da.r~ess'j Ii: sort, . 
ot '~t1an hol~Vihe:t-e: you: mtSh.t ;eXp~ot to" t'~n4 the' nowu~ilo1X. Etter 

• • I ~ • 

all ~~~.se y~ars; and. t.~e ?ther' wentin~~." a ~ther' ~z~: or ~r~cka 

like themes in ¥lag~er~.-...Qod .;alLone· knew where:.thez might le~di, -
~" .. >' - 'I : .. 

. so we turned~\:round agE1;:in and once mat'e tound oUi'Selve~.with: 
it • 

the ~o 'men and their ~~., What.".~· had:·tOund nO'houses 'at~a11~? 

This wa$Q new developm~n~---as if, \V~ '4 SWiped their houses ,.in, . . '" . .. .-. 

S9~e wat ~dsent thenleom¢wh~e else ~t" Then .. · one ot' $h~m s,a1s 

(~pparentlY re3~o'~ing thiS idea)', we' 1nust ha~e··taken the,.path.,·1nto 

the WOOdS-., And hie p~.lOGophy hs(t expressly ~orb14den that,.J.: 
1 

NoW: i ·alsq~-... ~ean+ng~C) ii1 on •. The m$h wi tli the dQS-:---a a.11m 

~n With gen1aJ. i . iJ'efleot·1ve:Gy$~ ....... will .. come with qs.. 'lbe., wlni 
. 

begins. tor~se', armies tom ~p,ult1matums Zo bes·ent •. oftlo.ialEJ-
:"'f 

call.ed illto e.nt(;jt~oms and s$oret Ohem.beJ'~~~ bands! .to play, the t·lass 
. I" • j" . , 

to 'be bX'~t put~. maro~ing .. orde~s to bed·1fltr1but·ed-~.~aoht_l 

ailes 'yerbotenlh1mmeltaht and 'gutelte1sel st,eisea s~e . au if I· 
. ;. . .. " - .' .", - I 

Rwnpf je 'stUmRmt und hUIilRf i,· 
, eouid tllle squeeze him in? Indeed.\: we ooul.d., by, aqueezlng 

, ou:r tront .. liri.~ ba~~Uotie up on the llil:£'t axis and passing hiS\ 



... i , 

" 

,compS:ni$s· through on the !t:1gh~ •. " But his d(G? what about' his 

dog? .. is ~e ellowedj too? Yeflj, yes;;, c'onsi~f.)~ him. ~s B EOJlelon" 
. , ; "' 

with;-t the, heavy armourl ~o we were ,all in. 'l'h. doO~ $1amm.e4~~, 

aohtuM:'t ~,w.lrsesen n.e.ch~EMlandl lei; ~he ,"EngliSh k1nS ,~d th¢· ' 

English bu~~n~ss men;. ~n, th~lr top· bAts· &n<l, hu;nting bQO~a ~I sh~\t~ 

~n tl1et~ t11rib$rs.~ wef'~~' On. ',our way,:" ~le, IJ»3.n ,outside lqoke~ . " 

'torlorn~~ ... thGarlllY had lQcked him:~.out---and he was' JiUuU$ nilt 

brtir his ,att~rnoons .~arnet.adshatrt, but the d~ as well. 
i . ' .. r 

o:t:t~.-,the oars ounde4 like a tank, or at lea$t a truok I 

wi th~4terp:l.ll81-'" trc.ckS. ·And.~ ~weEiJ;" Wt;l man.e~v,..eci ~hOIll~ 
tre~i'()O;liSbe1ltel' than we 1U:ld 4¢n~' We J;'Qde • them ........ \lp\ wi th 

I could have~Wornthere , , , ' I 

was a \\fGr on., Just driving ,al9IlS. f:!. track in ,t'hr Wp04$' ,~t · , 

"Qertl:iirtly was 'notJ the· noiSe,. ~he '~itiing and. tali-+ns" th~ . ) 

bumps ',we toolc in descent;, wel4e much too mo~ntous, tor, t.ha~~f 

; . Tht) dog was t~ny~, a 11t_~le White fellow w1tp. a·tlut+y,t~il 

find .bright eyes l'~th~r like his' n:e.stet"8'i hesa~, on the floo~ 

at themaIi tEL f$et"., The man. w~: if),1't b$h1l}d-~he nedde~ to. U$ 
. fI~~'...h~,. \V", ,. , ," ,_ 

as we d,roveA9n' 1M" "s ,a perpl~;ed smile,.~was 4ppa:t-ently V! 
/' Were we . ..' '. " . 

week.,$nd gueQt,., '1)1;;1 'Dutch? ·the 4og~o\Vne;. a~~~~ .!l'i!J' wtt:~ •. ',' 
... .... . ' 

He had heard us talk Ii tore$gn u.nuag~ t~$ther? . N'o, :;Ensl~~h. 
I • 

But the tact· that :lliU hetd ., . ..... " , .. ,' I 

, 

tQW1d h1mSelt' ,~~an enemy vehl;o~e lnstea4 Qt tho te.th(}~tand'$, 

dian t't tilllke anY ,di~teren~e~-he t'louid ~ight ~Oh' our' ~lde 1·: .. $,0,: . ~ ...... . , . , . .. 
,"" I .. '~ ~. !". 1 

, ~ 

This t,lme the ~p really, (lame in for'it;, Who llSd a.ta.wn. 
• . - . 'l ~ 

.. I I .\ 1 
it? The lady? "Y$~., M~. sA~-~al~ th~e,e Qt us,;,aah-;-~4:',\ ,;; 

, , ' .': ' ' .. t '. " , . 

as hard a,s, Vi'~ COul,d,.' \10me,"nShOUl,dn .,~" .~,.:W" •. lDIl,:: P3. t.; .~~,:·Y~ ~,~,"""~~ 
~ea:tlowanc'f)s'l;or the way the th1ng w:tl·~, be seen. at ~a, t:, a, 
in thO given situation' 'The mlillmwas bl~1i.;dumf gak' ';'nr-echt 

OIl ~ , '...... ' ,,,,,' ;i~ 
,J ~ \ • \. 

tind 8, hell of a ,lot elseb~sides., ! felt like 13orvie1IJ.S 'th@ \. __ 
1 

" L " 



, - .. ::-

• , t ,J"{ow. here was the ~~h'OUGi~e 4f- ' H~ nodd~d. towards -it Ql1e·tly, ·r·· 

beamlbg:~ But $ere w~:re ·theceinent· ·POst, atld the painted gate-· 

way? ,Then i1i OQUldn·tt· be'. ,t.rh~.werent~ to- be seen. But', 

the~wa.s a blondtl V10m.t;ln .•. standing :;by the pe;.th+; . Admi tted~y. 

·you. oouldn"~ 'Call he~ rO\lu$1i-look:b1g~ ... ·sha ~a#$ on t.he slim S.1de. 

but~~-·? ,r~o'J' it waSl1 tt .her;, nW" .witesaid.. He· loo~~.d at: .m¥ 
! . hssn·t't 

w1t~d~btrullya~ it to say •. · ,fAre you sure she. _ ,})eell' ,taking 
• , t • 

. $limm.1ng .. ¢~roS't" N~I: it wSSn't, ller.;, And, he shr~a,.d" telling 

hime;elt tha.t or· oours,a it We, w~;-e' go~ng to re~eQt. all. .. ··the bl.a$~ed: 
\ 

'blon<la women in the ·WQOd$ W(i wer~ qU,its likely to find Qurs~l.ves 
tl,t • 

'responsl bili "by., ~ .!: 

pe~hapS we .should s~uncl. our ·hor,n.?- our tr.i~nds had,~ t.tl~4. uS 

to 'sound it _~:k ~our 't1m~:., as everybOdy' ei£Je .in .the wfjOds' 
, ~ . ..' 

.souilded it, three ~,imes and they w()u1d th~re~ore' knew it, was us-. 
f 

We di~ it. f our times'. And at once the, dog ·b~galJ.. leap1n6·. up ,and . 
down on th~ .floor,. his e.yes gleamlDg like f.lres,t bark~ng h~s hesd . - ' 

ott.·, We looked clown at him,i 6s.toni'she'd.. We 'dalwaya thotlght, 

until then.t·that the· t.h1ngto do as a, d~ was yo bark ;at, a qar' ~ 
,) 

;f'x-om ~he outs1(1t1 ot. it When 'it ma.de that I101$e',, not~!~o~ ·1uside'.,:· 

·But· this dog was d1ttE?rent. His OWn~r ex-pla1~ec1 him ~o' ·u~~. 

i'his "dog 9f nu.ne, he sald.tI··a1WE1ys barks t;1,"orn.~1Wid~ 'th~ ,lear. when 

he heat's the horn. bf)Qa\ltietha~ was how hE); '. the Qwner",.signa.llea. 
t ' " 

hi$ apprO~c.th to l1isown h.ou.sG on week.end~f only .1ihreo t1m.ee and . , 

not ,tour ... ~everybqcll tloundecl ,1;hEd.r· hotnthr(:ie t1me~ h~re (w~th I 

, t 

a quiCk eor.ut1ni~ing loOk. as' 11' to say •. Now yoU ~kn~)_., an~ ~l\Q.t 
. . , . I 

. ,hom •. s()'U.nde~ trom 1nsiCte. me81?-t tor 'th~J dog (l' w¢ek-and' of .~~~ 

and welklJ ·e.ndj-·ooting about In the ga~den"wh:td'h \he never' spt \~ 
the;) ~tty".for M was in ·the O:1ty .all W¢Gtt ... ..:.l H1S eye~ neJ~i 

i .\ 
" 

r ~ 

\ 
L 
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. ,,~,./ 

. .' explodep. with .glebl,. and the· words poured out likesteamtro.m,.' a ! 
Germall"$pa .. : 

The. goOd blonde~ad7 who wasn't our t~1end b~~'n"walk~ 

tOVJards."us .•. and we d,ecided to' 'putth~ vJhole "matter tb 'he~,': ',. 

I 'thi~ he had hopes tha'~ after a :i1 ttle '~U:iet ',,: per.sue.~lon :il»-e. :1 ~ 

migp.t prove kf!D.tix .. ~~ \ ~o ·u.s that~he was: Our trierfa at'tar 

,611. H,e3umped out,.ach5S .• · ~he a~tack is on,t·', . Did 'stie 1m'ow 

~here Dt-. w.~a live·d?· 'H~ said 1~ 1:Lke'~8 panzer grenad1art 

div'1s1On $ov1ng. torwardunde~ entilad$ fir.". But E:ih~, wean ~t ; 

a· bit t1'1Sbten~. In f8~'ti.~ sh~ was"l1ke th~ enElmf Wf;ltlbgwitler 
.' 

• heavy ,arm~&d. C'over·,,· She ·s:m.11ecl~:z8., Z~'l· (two 6_ s~tUlS.· 

b'sng on' ~h e ir' target).. ~l' a landm1ne):. . ,l!l '(8' 'SWift. aerial 

\ attaQ~ to m.op up). Sb,e lQltw the lady' In ta().~n~~n.l.ls.t;,' 

.daSa11oh? ...... W$ are ~ll dano~ng about a.1.reEldY.:j eppat-~ntly' the 

order has ,eomethrdug.h thet the enemy has eV$Ouated hli]' poSl~~~-.... , 

In: t.a" t.; '(>ur ' trienda~Sked :he~,' tc) keep •. a l~ok"oU t· in' Q68~ sh~ found 

two Engl~sb 'fr~endS of' h'''~J .'lo$~ in th$ wOocl~" ,rAh"h.h-h .. h·'( " 

Roafs~f.· applause,; la1lshte~·: •. danQfjs-~l tind :t:'m tlUSh~d in the··' 

chef:tkS already .• , and'·my wife lookS as it she '.S bi:).e~ up a mountain 
i"" ' 
~'< a skl,w ~.-

,~ our friend· part1cuia~lY 8$~ed her to·'.'ask us to sound the ' 

horn fo\U' ·ti~s 9Jhen we arrived in$tet1d Of the ~ust~r,' three ~. 

neo~use tour ~ouid denote' to her that we were n~w t,o the w9b4s., 
, • ~ f I ~ 

i30 8ga1n~one •. twOt~ ·1;hre~.i~ i'oUr .. · .... (111:d th~' dOg' atart$ barkins 

~~ med,eaga1n .• , until h'1s ~et~1- tells him, to ·3Um.pout :,of the' 

Q.ar,> When hEll1Jlop$ barking ,ab:Uptly •. the 1111'0 be.1ns· i:ihat~ he only 
1 

I • 

barks ~ns'id.$, .. $1i leal!t 9n ~"lltaryoper~titinS 'like thiS Oli;~.: i 

• r J \ 

Nothing' happens .i. fJ 
aOlUld. the horn agaln~th'~s amazing' dog 4desn ':·teven l()Ok up.: 

And. eg~nl no one COIllaB.:. WGll. thetl~ did our klnd f~·1e~d·~knOWl 

where th'e W ..... tamUy liVe b'y 'anY c'heRos? ~-' yes,· ~he d1d~ I In, 



\ . 

ttl0'1j"t~sh~ wOtiid t!1.ke us·' there~~~it,~ .. oQUl4 I.She ·~queeze in ,,~t~e 
~ 

O'~? w~:. loOked at the m~.!,:- an4 ·his \ dOg: .' ._th~ answer dep~nd~, \ 

on tl1eml ;1t now, appeared th~t, wi t~. tl1e co!iapse 'of :the, ien~Pl1"; . 

detenc,e.s,: and their evacu.ation of pos:1 t1ons,: ou~own tr.ont watt. 
'~, . ' , - ' "'-' 

. . . -\ t· 

as tight. as: it coUl~ b(3", '~dshort of . opening. new eng~gements r 

on our,le~t, or ~ight;.' Wh.~c~ yYotUd take t1me~\ w¢ wo~ld ~ve tp ask 

one of theooktiland.ers to I tali 1nt,o re~ .. rese:rvo,., HE;) ohl1s'oA 
t ,.; ~. t 

.at ono'e,t" and, said. ~ wa.~ ne.~' h~ hone---l1o v!alkedoft waving 
~I ....~ ,. 

m~rr1ly. w,1t,h his d(8. b,eami,ng. (inti: bursting wi'thhappy helpfulness', 
l'" 

we had \to ,tUlf1 ~ound~ Our' new f,l'lend told us,. We, had 
, , 

.$omehow to squeeze pae, a p~st in the middle 9: the p.a.thvre.y~ .. ~, 
. , t ~ '", ;'l if . 

, that mu~t be the o~ment 'pos~',~and. aVoid ':fallipgf1f'ty ~d.e 
~ ~. f I .. 

1nt'o a sU1~y on the otherS,ide". itw~ 9OU1d. ·50 ~I tu:rrr~~ .t~~· 
\ , , ,~ -
car round and slowly. ,~nserly. edged. th$ carpa~t ,the ~osti' 

, .,. , 
,he.~~ga$ked. ~, wite and our guest t() walk ''Peh1nd •. ,a6.th~t * 

... ~ l • ,;,.,' \. ., "', 

(on the best mil.itary princJ.ple.s)' t9 keep down the oasualty-rate, • 
... : .. ' 

I got past" end they jo1n~d ~. again. star~ht ,on.~..., ~d ,~he~~. 

at the top at th~ hill;: standing by a pa1nte9-, gatEn1V8Yi :w.~~ '~~ 
~ • 1 . . I. I 

friend. waving t~nt1caliY •. with two lot her
1 
~aug~t~rs,.: e~d.. it1 .~ 

,. f ....;,. 

mo~ent w~ were lost in hugS •. kisses.~ pus~es,; Sla~~i.~ ,playful 
, i 

pinches" h~ir-ruf'1'l~ .• sqUElezes ~d eVenj~'hO~h .I,.¢~~<1n·:t ~~ 
sure otth1s .• ~ bites,. We t d arr1'ved l '. ", 

.i ./ ._" 

OM ... 

" ~ 

,( 

• ~ r . 
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