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· 10th Yay 1955. 

Sir, 

~~7JC~~ 
~~4~~~~f/J~ 
/~fo~~r~~~ 
~~ru~~p-/k~ 
1{:;~ ~fr~ru~~ 
LJ~~· ~~~1?/k~ 

r~ 
J~/k~foA Sir, 

~~~ 

Maurioe Rawdon, Esq. 

__________________ ---------L.....________ _ ____ _ 



"OF SINS AND WINTER". 

By 

Maurioe Rawdon. 



Tel. No D~oi tvrjch :2323 
Any rurther cnnllllunicatinn on this 

suhjeet shuuld he addressed tn:-

The (! nder-Seeretary uf Slate, 

The War Office, 

[HS opposite]. 

und the fnllnwinll numher <Iunted. 

A. G. 4. (Medals) , 
THE WAR OFFICE, 

DROIT/TIeR SPA, 
Vlorcestershire. 

June, 1947. 

B.M. 15/47A.q.4.(Medals). 

/ 

/ 

Sir, 

I am directed to forward the accompanying Oak Leaf' Emblems 'denoting 
Mention in Despatches ep-a-~iBgLs-C~~~~~t~~~r 

It is requested that you will be good enough to acknowledge receipt 
on ·the enclosed Issue Voucher. 

·r am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

, . ~lJ(;h'h. 
/ 

' t 1'1 'It, vv VV'-
• . -J ." c;: .--:-i" . ~ 

r;-Dlrector of Personal servlces.~ . 

. ............ Capt .•..... M •. S. ....... Rowdon. 

( 
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v ~ /M.J0 ~ (~w 
~ ~ A.. D i-uk- l1J 'VV JVk C4 ~ 
-,yo VVV- I Same address _ 
30/6/15. 

reDting. 

J-~ 
, Da~llng Mud and Pa.ther, 

Thanks. eo much for your ·letters. They 411 arrived in a 
-"" 

bunch 1rrespect1 ve of date. It was rotten luck just m'lsslng 
I 

Father" I th1~ I must have: dated my letter- wrong a's I oame up 
• I 

here tbe same day I left bQapi tal'. I tm gla.d I told you we were 

resting ,aa 1 t stopped you ni7Qrl'1 tina" ,: but as a matter of fact 

:it came to rather a audd~n~~n<i!'" While you were thinking of 

ttyour darllngDiok" snugly sleepi~ in a pioturesque old Belgium 

tar.m house; he was really taking cover behind a·half grown daisy, 

midot a rain of shot and shell! 
-

Between 3 and 3.30 a.m, on the morning after I sent oft my 

letter X was woken. up by a.~heavy bombardment. I guessed we 

would probably be called outre At a.bout 5 o· clock the order came 

to get dressed, and to be,~ r~a~) .. to· move ott. Halt way between 

here and the firing line wa eat down at the side of the road' 

and waited tot-. ":o'rders and' ,'news!·1 -Soon a-fterlu,ftoh we were de-
. '. I' i 

f1nitely told th8:t the Germans, after heavily bombarding our 

lines, had used gas', and had thus succeeded in taking our first 

line of trenches. O~r brlg~de Was qrdered ~try and retake 
. \ 

the trenches by a night attack. I'm sorry to say that this 

attack tailed, but al~ the same it was pretty exciting. 

We hadn. t gone tar befo"re we entered. the ga.s zone; and we 

spon both saw and felt its effects. 

I. 



2 

We were ma:rOh1ng along a ral1wa,' line. There was a beaut:1. 

tUl crimson sunset behind us. with the shattered tower of Ypres 

Cathedral silhouetted against it, on either, side of the embank­

'nlent thettsaseed.'" men \vera lying; some dead; the rest still 

struggling for brea.th,. Q:there cameetasger1ng by like drunkards. 

OccaSionally a. 17ft sbell want roa~lng l,tke a train overhead and 

tel.l withe;, crash ln' the 01 ty behind. Eaoh time the ground 

seemed to shudder., 

The 'gas gra.dually became strOl1ger', and I ordered ~ men to 

put on thoir r,eaplratoro .. (I am at p~eeent a company commander)-. 

Before long ''lily. eyeo were streaming and my nose running as' ,if I 

hBd been orylng' my .heart out, onet,s throat and chest were burn­

ing while the whole time there was a horrible feeling ,of Buffo­

ca.t1on. Yet this ,msoftly 'the after effects of gas that had 

been used. that morning. Then we suddenly pa,tH3$d out of the 

,zone. 1 t,;u:e ott my respirator and drew in the pure air w1 th 

long deep breathe, ' Ju.$t like you doing your morning exercises. 

I can' t tell you' what a tclt'ef 1 t was. ' After 8 long dx:-1nk of 

water and e. "specially 'se'lected,Ueelt.lmpotted cigarette"l felt 

qui te £1 t e.gai.-n. . (1 think it would be a ,good thing, If you sent 
... 

,me out a pair' o't,~ rubber motor goggl'es to prQ~ect the eyes.) 

We then 'got into a. 11neoteupport 'trenohes where we waited tor 

about an hour wh1le, a'r~angements were mad.e tor the attack. X 

took the opportunity to get t.old of a spar~ rifle and bayonet, 

(muCh the moat useful weapon). Unfortunately I had no oppor­

tunity of using it. "xtmust have beo'rl about 11 p.m. when we 

.' -...t, , 



started oft advancing acrose countr,y 1n two lines, extended to 

about 3 paces ·interval,. It' was trlshttuliy dlf:ficUl t to keep 

touoh, and a good 4e~1 of muddling went on. espec1allr when 

another brigade, who Bhould, have been attacking elsewhere, came 

and blundered into us. 

About '400 yards from the German trenches we l~ down and 

waited tor the moon to set. At about 1.30 it was 8ufticlent17 

'dark to continue tlie advance. Eve"ything was eo qUiet and peace­

'ful before dawn that it was, ~hard to believe that the enemy were 

only a few yards off. But th1 e didn't last long. To use the 

nEye.Wltness t s" tBvo\l1'1te expression .. "Hell broke 10080", al~ 

though I wouidntt quite have called 1t that. 

But letta go back to the facta. 

As tar as I can gather the battalion on our lett was sup-

'posed to let us know When they were readJ to attack, tbus we 

could have all Charged together. Instead ot Which they blun­

dered' right on to the enenw-"s trenches, came under a heavy tire 

and tinally 'ret'ired, leavlnt us stranded. 'The Germa.ns 1n front 

of us promptly "sot the wind upQ and sent flares over' us, making 

. everything as light as daYe. As we flung ourselves on OUr faces 

they opened tire. They must have turned about e or 12 ma~h1ne 

suns upon us. The nOise made by the bullets goi'ng by 'WaS deafen­

ing • one continual ana ear-splitting "Cl'aokle". 

Then rumours came down that we we~e retiring. but it was 

in Vain I passed uJ to know who had sent them down. I could 
. 

find out nothing. Eventual'll' I found myself alone with rq two 
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platoons (th~other& were in support). "nd ,a few bomb-throwers. 

·1 hadn tt th~ tagglest notion. what had happened to the' rest of 

the battalion;. whether they had Charg~d or retired. I was in 

rather an awkward position:- it I retreated when the others bad 

gone on, it would· ~ve been a. distinct "faux pas"; it on ~he 

other l:land 1 wen~ on and arflv,ed all by myself we probably would 
~ \ 

not have .been able to set baCk. Although I pretty well guessed 

we 'hQd gone "a:ck. I had no actual ord.ers. Eventually in a lull 

of the firing. ~mariaged to ,send a oouple of men back to find out·. 

A»parently th~ 2nd in command had come' down the line Gho~tlng 

t~t ev.~ one was to retire. ~'hls had never z-eached me. But 

all ended well and we 'got back with compara.tively tew losses. 

since the tire had abated by that time. 

We ret'ired. on to a support "here we spent the, day. 

That night we went up and dug oureel~ee t·n as olose as 

possible to the,· enemy, luckily With very 'lew casualties. the 

next night 'we wel'e,relieved and taken ~own here in motor buses. 

In a drq- or two we ar~~ -going down tqanother line of tren­

ches 'whioh l thiiik are rather good. We have sutfered J'a~her 

heavily from sn~el'e latel~; and the Colonel has asked every 

officer 1n the battalion who oan afford it to buy a telescopic 

sighted rltl~. They coet about .e1.5. 1 ha"eiltt got the mone,. 

in the bank. 'but do you think Charles Campbell would l.et me 

have it as X :,lee1 I ought to get one. iv'err one you have in 

the battalion eaves so many lives. I believe you qan get them 

a.t Beesley •• , 2 at James Street. The bore should be -303. 



/ 

• 

I'va JUstheatd fr!>111 Madge.. W~ll I ,must stop now as ~tve 
, ; 

sot to SO and play J'usger against the P,.,. l.,. 1..ove to Gan and 
:' .! I 

Darling and al~. ~o,ts of love from D~ok. 

P.6. Whon 1 was wounded all my small kit was lost. OoUld 

you send me out ' 

1. An auto-strop razor eet tin metal box. 

2. A sponge (small). 

3. A hold all (een., g~t it at \v1lkinson) .. 

4. Metal looking glaaa. 

5 •. Air ouahiGn. 

G. Tooth powder. 

7'. Bit of SOQJ). 

~. Tube of hair grease. 

You haven't~sent me out my cbange of 'Qlothlng lately. 

(Enolo.se 8 face to?lel)~, 

5 

P.S.B. The glasses ~ve Just arrived. i'hey are veU ~ood. 

much clearer than the first pair I bad. 

Dlck. 
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A. G. 4. (Medals) , 
Any further communicatiun un this 

suhject shuuld he addresscd tn:- THE· WAR OFFICE, 

DROITNICH ~A, 
Worcester shire. 

The IT,ulcr-Sccretary .. f State. 

The War Office. 

(as upposite I. 
June, 1947. 

anti the follu",inl1 numher quuted. 

B.M. 15/47A. G. 4. (Medals) • 

Sir, 

/ I am directed to forward the accompanying Oak Leaf Emblems -denoting 
Mention in Despatches ep-a-~iagLs-C9~~~~~~r 

It is requested that you will be ,good 1~o~~ t? ,:e~o.~i}edge receipt 
/--- on ·the-'ehclosed:Issue-'·Voucher~ .. -

.r ani, Sir, 
. Your obedient Servant, 

. 4It'r~ 
fDirector ofPeis~~~ ~er;rje~.~"' .. 

.......... _ .. Cap.t .• __ .ll._S ........ Rowdon. 

j , 


