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deeper intg their line and this was cross-fire /land.
In that case\where was the attack? Our people/must
already be on\their start lines. If so, whefe was the
barrage? and suyely shouldn’t that barragr:pe,falling
right wheré we wgre? We stared at the holise, studied
it. All we saw weYe our fancies. Not a/sound came
from that courtyarq. We could detect mo armed sentry
there, no one walkilg about. The mgment I was ’
certain I had identif\ied a vehicle/it became floating
shadows again. I knew Y would wa over ;o’that house
Sooner or later. I wouly have td. The only other |
option was to roam all night and the consequences
might be worse than capture. /If I found the vehicles
to be German was I going toyYwalk into that house just
the same? I couldn’t answef that one. All I wantqd
now was for this to end, And Y think the men did too,
we were sick of the waifing gane, our nerves weren’t
'up to it any more. But/we still didn’t know if our-
fatigue was the sort Ahat would gpake us want to give
6urselves up.

It was in that/ moment of wanting it all to end
that I felt a spagm of confidence. jumped up and ;
beckoned to them/and waited for them\ to form up |
behind me. Without troubling to be stfalthy—who gave
a shit now?—JY walked across the road wnd among the
vehicles. Th¢re wasn’t a jeep among theyp but Fhere.
were 5-cwt. trucké and armoured carriers\ and they
were Britjy)sh. I pushed open the door and Wwe beheld a
huge room, brilliantly lit by dags, full of : .
infantyymen, some on sleeping bags, others \sitting

roung. To the left as we went in was a long \trellis

.



/0 s - .
“plin—t
Tre: enstotil 5
A, vevd o MU G Jeed—
e Ayl pae Dot o g
hoe 0t e bt (S = plcay
“% IChes /4\«@@- 4-3F & T

A A A ) F

C




149

foreboding inside. So .I had to be sure of the right
direction. You couldn’t have conferences about it. I
had to get us out. I relied on my decision just as
they did, and still I didn’t know what it would be.

I walked to the barn door and looked out and
standing there I realised we had got to walk straight
on. At a little signal from myself the others quickly
gathered behind me. I took them parallel to the road,
which lay on our left now. Our boots made hardly any
noise. The marvellously unrushed orbs of the sky
continued to be there. After about a hundred yards we
came to a.path veering to the right and I decided to
take it, stepping carefully, as it was narrow. In a
few moments I saw there was a man quite close to me.
I stopped, hushed the others. We pressed ourselves
against a wall. You couldn’t say in this degree of
darkness whether his clothes were a uniform.or
not—he was in shirt sleeves, hatless. And he was
sharpening a long knife. He was also walking up énd
down. Sometimes he came within inches of us. Now and
then he looked up at the sky, his face large and
round and seemingly pale. Was he a German or one of
us? Whenever he looked up he appeared to be smiling.
Then he swiftly turned and went back to the house
behind him soundlessly. He went in, closing the door.
I think we were all wondering who that knife was
meant for. We crept on, hugging the wall still. In a
few minutes we emerged close to the road we had
abandoned further back, only it was wider now, more

important.
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