tf




ﬁr{e g fm o akn bo te Tacse,
Radr 4 M’r&m}ab lawd « Radivg, i ~des
h chk"‘fu'&tu(.:'mxi N ] .

L3

! TR0

s L . - . -
PSR o N I AR R SRR N 3 I A ok : 1
T LV RS R I SRS O IO TR O

DO e G e TRt

¥ v ""' A C. " i t.‘i z 4“~J s S R A L T T}{ SRS T S
&A v M,
. oy

-. A Le e, S 0 . .

.
yaw«-m Rk ey i ik heard Bl
Taoandbs Lo '('» 100 By il cRMLE s ’
o Wi ‘o rem e T
u‘n MLO& A ,

:.».‘....Bn. Y. *h :'.; jajs) e " T

. IELTCPR PR W S L1, | &G
qh ."I.m el r;ﬂ/imq c&ué ~. (= wa-:hm .
WA - T ’ L

- b X
‘r“ Haw e e e L e, [ L (o, ot

L S S .

L]
~ E S P - Cly e . : R .
[ i 4 T 0B . b gl . 29 :‘.“,; . Ll RS, s }
. . ) .
) 3= EO | . .y~ . e .
e 3ERG T O T S FE I AT Y2 S 5 N R I S S R vt
s

Al ‘ 1 y ""4: v e RPN . . ° - .
Daa It ST TS T u MY 9o e a0 N RTINS T R .

Lal JEOE L w0 DT Y T G TR SRS S S oy »-:v'l"’ ‘“: it o_\‘“',.:‘ ’

YT TR s it Yot n Lo b B J:' aalet e L D lLLun

WO et I Al T L ET T g e LA oo T
Lo KR Y N G e o IQR Lty mF ! L e, o
[V { ’:..:-,& ﬁ LAY, Ly \iL, Ol | AT L N

.
R R U ¥ D O TS O - LT LY LS o EPEUUE I S S ¢
13 o RN Yy OLL b _“._ ‘.4!,\_0‘1, N ey Py ;:‘!'5 1 P e, :n c-_: . W

. .



s

61.

* L 4b -, v 1] " - .
o T L 2n 1a. . 2l LA §owy
" . \
. .
. L) J L - Loy M 1 )

. . - o ‘ F
We advanced in lopg single fila,-pale 1n:the .
dark, then as._soon as the shells began to fall into the

R

field we started running, trying for the cover of the
ditches just short of the river. ) : : ,' © !

| There were men lying on the grass huddled together,
holding commun;oﬁ with their fear. They made silent

groups, st11¥~like sleeping children. That is what they

- did under a bombardment : they lay flat down with thelr

¥

eyes closed, and each of them was the world.

The men with the mine detectors went ahead, rooting

‘out the mines and laying white tape down to gulde the

infantry forward. |©People lost each other, They called
out to each other quietl&3 betweeg the deafening bursts, ]
one companion to another, afraid of losihg touch. = Some
were walklng back, away from the line, seeking their
truancy in the eleventh hour. The field was full of
dazed men wandering this ﬁay and that, sometimes lylng
down, sometimes calling for the stretchers, sométimes
running towards the ditches on a sudden fancy.

At the southern bank of the river we waited for
the boats to take us across. The water was dark and calm,
witp high rushes on either side. We lay down in the
blackened shell-holes near the bank while the German gun

~
walled and walled, mocking us. A long flame issued from



6 auton, uu.ue. &4 s lend | lhe
; Mur, [~ w wwdThad  Comdics ) WSOt ’
ek hae (b : ~{7]au¢a...u ) Ciwmwnsnl : csol

er ST Telad wu{a_o( A  lwavt mﬂquﬁ

o g aek L e b Aa R

ARSI [ ERVWRTICU ST

V- et o M,\-)-)\ wnv‘Le La e, SNt Fhoe ;c(cfe.nw.a/w ¥l
"w we Js a4 ! ﬁ, /’C‘: oo MLd &J‘E( ,{“-2"* C.J 3 d" lr (=' &0 i %) »‘,,5./,L4 —
’ e VL I T S f.;__,-: P T T A L ¢ {'Le_w
tlhe o TRt Zzlu RS nxyzwé" -
R LA I L ¥ N o P B O 01 wIon Jlot SRR CSPRRES VRS 1 | N SO s P ‘,( «gA(_
8/7“"'&“"} L VPN <t“i T Y “' pl e el ee v e po ! :
QL J—;); z,.;ﬂ Latzu..: Al bu-ﬂ““‘ w ,“th ¢/ .

PR ALY AT Y ! LYt RAN W Ty
NUNTT Ao-e,‘ % Tl %’LO’P N’ e &

Ldlon b b cdeo vy Fon DTRG0 2 ialg s sarakig?h Ll s

G itk - s SRR e CGar )b wiman ".’_,m e

G OIS  es DL oy Jon L uen SYOU Ddod
éwf—mle [-}b? :) u‘f‘fz‘(n \ z-:o MA—Q %xu, \pxﬁ ,&&
L..IL YRR m! DU . a - IJ',h‘/‘J Juré,~_l M
a'ltm MS'%u; )“g} viouidoivion wn_n e ddUU L U lugd o

‘Vﬂ, ar m)‘:! %f\w Al J;M@LJA (:n o “/ek Lo S ‘&J?_'fi.; butsl ué‘,/
.LL.' }}‘i‘”t’(‘é 26 Uu LL‘_,& ‘13 .,J.;} ‘ i gﬁ Ay f ! ’ M m'-@elfx‘w&k

73, Be..waC & 0. VE e afn no i* J'% E O T .
Vs & mgu ere W(A “‘f&f{ ToeTon @ ‘O‘?:'J:/. gl

v dhe o8- "iwmu((r' u&.'-u PRI . L=
‘f()k}})mla ' e ¥ N A TR VSR T BV ey TI

A o= nu (0@ -v.'n:J:‘.'f.-v 13 oo i

b Gk, Ok s il s shed e, Qua.)

T u,uou g ped 15l (..mwa o
et e ey 7 il

s do u wo b s Llade e Lokt i‘“’-f/ 1.

. ) 7’ ]
L M G {CM_A'LA; 1? b“"’a “L& i '}f?cd ERRTS (SR ‘%‘*et"t ) L€7

3



[

F

photegraph.

The eyes are always judging. They are always-

’ L - - L A-xx R _ .
coming to a conclusion. Your name for us is not us as we

~

tenderly know ourgelves to be, all that‘we have,‘alL that

b

we can ever be, each of us alone, high and dry with his

4

slns and stalns, a whole world more than your mere 1dea.

You name us soldier, but you name not us.

The two boys went acros; to the musicians and asked
for a German song, only to be charming and to be smiled at '
in return. The musicians could not understahd their English, -
and the boys could not remember the name of the tune they
wanted. One Of them agreed to try and’ﬁhistle it, andé = -
when he began the silenbe fell and was terrible. He
whistled softly, without conviction, and gradually~the
ﬁerering silence entered his flesh and 'at last he stopped
whistling, paralysed and alone‘}n nis exile, the tune dead
and forgotten on h{s hands. He s%id iike a broken man, |
"Phen 1t goés up to a higher piteh," waving his hand high
in the air to wave away the ghosts. = The musicians shook
their heads again, and then the gsoldiers smiled at them '

with the faces of beggare and walked across to the door and

Stumbled sick and hot into the night. ' . -
This morning I walked in the woods at Heiibnunn,

¥

and everything was still and waiting. The air was dumb and

¥

heavy before a storm. I walked through the leaves, =R oo
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enter death. But then the shella exploded, slxz of thgm
together, at the top of the cratér where I was lying, and
my fear suddenly qulckened again amid pne deafenling crashes,
and I tried like all the meh round me to burrow and burrow
my way into the blaeck earth, scratching at it with my

fingernails.

A

/L_,ﬂ,,w~;n a corner of one of th%rooms downstalrs there
were two musicians, with a little card on the table in front

of them: "Bitte, fur die Musik." I stayed there drinking

gggggéé'foé an hour last,éight; Listening to these mugicians
closely there was a plump Amerlican soldier. He sat at
their table nodding and smiling as they played. His coat
was open in the front, his head was bowed, and he was happy
and himself. When later two other soldiers looked in,
thinner and younger, he called across to them and asked them
to join him. They laughed and smiled with him, but without
pleasure. They were brown-faced chlldren, whereas he was
father, calm and expansive, flushedib’lzyay‘were exlles.
That was the abashed horror in their faces. We are exfiles.
You glance at us; your eyes say, Soldier, and you tuﬁ

away. We are boys. We have mothsrs. " We have cggldhoods.

We have names. Under the ammunition belt there 1is g

2N

)
.
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and the treés made a hot, closed dome rouhd me, the |
twfgs and bracken stirred and cracked under myjfeet. ®

I walked in other Austrian woods- during the- autumn of

1945, also before rain, when I had been relessed from the
bonds of miacrucifixion,‘thoughrnot released undonditionall&.

During 1946 and 1947 I would blush and my heart

would beat faster at the mention in conversation of the

word battle, or at the questiops, Were you in the army?

Where dild you serve during the War? I was a mute wanting

to make my ghostly revelation, and I went down 1into the pit,

]

and the sky sang again. What did you do during the War? ~ LT
N ‘ ¥
Show me the place, take mg by th? hand and -lead me there,

. . |
and, tinker, tallor, soldier, sallor and clever shirker,

take off the bandages and let me see what they did to you.

A

You are alone in this, but you are all of us.
The legend grew up among my.signallers that whérever
I went the battle became worse. They sald to each other,
He has got a magnet in hls pocket. ‘
' I remember that when I ?irst entered a battle-area
I did not believe in war. That‘is what tpe others must

have seen in my face, = the innocent disbelief in evil that
the/Nbvice has.
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murder. »

The commanding offlicer tolé me'I need expect no
oppositioh, gince the Enemy was believed to have fallen
back from the yellow housé. The plan was for me to
remain there until evening, walting for the EBnglish attack
to draw level. The forward troops would be told of my
presence on the flénk. |

I left with my men a little later. They followed
behind me in single flle, through some trees, then downwards
into the open valley. We marched directly~towards the
yellbw house, not troubling to skirt the flelds becausse
there was so little cover, I looked from side to side
at the hills above us, waiting for the Enemy to open fire.
I turned and looked back at my men, and tnej.were wa lking
in silence behind me, palely, as they did when they walked
into the attack. But we reached the other side of the
valley untroubled.

We came close to the house and saw no movement
through the windows. I went to the door and pushed it
open, and before ge, in a clean living-room, there were
five or six Itallian peopls. I nodded to them and they
all smiled garefully. They were not peasants, I think,
but people froﬁ one of the big coastal towns. The furniture
was dalnty, and there were good carpets on the floor.

There were three men and two women, all of them over thirty.
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time~1limit mede my h@ppiness the. greater.

‘ My truancy was ﬁrSteeP green hlll, a dark lower,
room underneath this hill, a vlillage with a church hidden
and alone, a hill breatﬂing grass and trees, and myrtruancy
. was a dream I lived, turning in my country bed with joy and
péin at dawn, before the:town was awake. Tt was a truancy
mede possible by the War alone, and, 1ogicaily, 1t was
brought to an end Ey the War. I was evacuated into the
country with other schopl-ehildrén in September, 1939, and
when I arrived I stared ai the grey, ruffled lake, at the
iglands of tall'trees, at the gravel path where éhestnut
horses were sometimes to be seen, at the café; in the main .
gtreet, at the cobbled square, at the!rare green hills to_

the north; I stared at ewerything with astonishment and

bleesed the War for belng the lnstrument of nmy release, in

a place where at last/I could breathe, where I was not watched,

where lonely ghosts of.men‘did not walk,«wheré the dawn

camé up with no ugly contradiction outside my window, and

’

where at evenlng there were no deathly street=lamps, but

the starting of small animgls in the grass.
.\j’/m ‘
;”/,»w’Iﬁ’my work as an officer I combined the role of

the abstract murderer with that of the vietim. My. work
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