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. Berlin, a fow yéérs éi’t‘ér the war, There was a black ﬁ.oor
. and almost bere white wan.s . with yeum and pink flowers amid green
,. spray stam&ing in earthenwere Jarsi "’he room was at the top floor
of the building, end oné af its windows, which ran the Whole 1ength
of the wall, .;chea cver thel ripped and broken roqfs'-.._ The night
" *svaé not still yet, end the last of i’;hé’ traffic from the }théwree_
was g‘éing swifﬁly; with & aeep" .humi‘ng, -along the wide street far '
' below, tcmrards e expensive districts in the west. .. This street
_,below had bright lights eoloured blooda-reﬁ and greens k )
Most. people vere sitting on the floor oxr helf-lying across

- the two divens.. On the' long table were. dozens and dozens of

o’

shining mine-glasses, and. botﬁes of brandy, gin, vermouth, white
© and red winm " Above the teble there wera coloured designs for :
i stage-sets ﬁone in craycn, nssﬁ of then on ‘black paper, 8o that »
the colours were ‘brilliant and striking. -
white, ballerinas, men in tail-coats with pink flovers in thear

There were pierret:s in

buttcnholes, creatures in great knarlad mosks under Spotlights, .
acrobats in tights with leather bands round their wrists;, v:oman
‘with vide bustles énd dressss which flowed back from their vaists
in magnificent half-trains, and then slanting v'hite columns,

" erobked a:mhes, ami dim, flasliing interiors‘ on t:he teble mear

. the glasses there was & white plaster hand, with fbhe- nails paini.ea
e green, and between the middle and thé index i‘i.nger there was an'
unlighted cigafette. Leaning againet’ the wall, mounted on cerd-

' .h’ba!:éd.;,-;, there wore flashlight phb'togrgphé taken at :j;'he- £ilm-studios,

*  during & break in the work, at tablés of tubular ste’fei. ‘by' cheaply

painted ba::kn:lbm, on planks s by imprivised dz-eesing-rooms, and

4

R all these photagx%xs wers signed by actors or produeers. ‘
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_ charlotte, Who gat by the window overJ.Ooking the braken rooﬂs,
ﬁasn’t an aotress but was conne‘cte& v*ith the: theatre- through her
husband, the manager of one of f:he mosﬁ prosperous houses. in the
aity, whére the. overhaaﬂs were* ﬁmall bec ause of its situation‘
Hundreéds and hundreds 6f peapla were préparerl ¢véry ‘evening to
drive out across thé dark,, sflent places where ghosts walked, tcr
see his shows. _ ; :

She had grey hzair, which Was tinted the slightest blue, making
| her seﬂm cocl and ﬁithﬁrafm. z:he wasg plunmp; witn heavy, white arms,_
L and her face had once been very beautiml. Ber eyes were ofden
lpst; gezing Tight out beyond‘- peo’ple,;«, arrogantly‘, ag if she were )

coming to amﬁ‘i’ng‘" and 'ruthies'g conclusionss 'Eei* usual colour P

Has b}.aek, for ey little gaiety of eolour in her ‘dress would have

spoiled heér, Thére vas never any ﬁes&tation in her volee, 'e';hidxh

nas rich, deep in the ?;hroat,‘ huggéd dovin into her; ‘hot. disembediiea
or tense ds. it -Sometimes is in rc-:ltygpecplé.a,- . " 41vays when she spoke

t‘h‘é:;e was & haif-"»éﬁilé 'cn he'r: 'lips, and alﬁaﬁs éh& locked away ii

i‘rom the pakson she was addressing, gazing up ar sideways, nevexr

down-“ then sudaenly she wuld give the:other person a quick,
brilliant glance, 86 shiaing that there could bé téars in her 0yess
"' ikien she said hullo-t6 o PTriend she always calle& ‘her *meine

“ Susse' in a kind of 101131.113, vqkptmms, adoring. W&y. . .3116; often
used thege expressions«»'m sweedt, 'my little.von"ef oy 6\'@:1 ;

: darling" gy pretty's - Shy women who wend tn feir partieé,reeeﬁed |
from thesé- suave, too-expert- compliments " and many Womeit,/ \
especially yotmg ones, blushed under her gazew . People saiéx sne*s

3 < . \\\ -
was 1§ebian, but no one was: aure, : » ol

outasde, in the decp blaek ©of the city, now almdst. ’gtzﬁx
from ‘the nervous day, there were -ohasms, uhwholesome: 'pitsg ﬂnd .

sudden grey hills mounting up end up,nixed and angz:ily pnahed \

b
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togother, éharp mensters which cut and Hore across the sweet,
accomodating sky., Then theré were. flattéd places, more 3lemen€
wounﬁs that i‘lowea cut as far as the aye ’ﬁoulﬁ s, with the wind
coning quietly across them, ' uuv&aitaa and Silent places, warning
“the hot, fleshy paﬂsar—-‘by, the-fool ‘who Game. clothec‘( in his Yiving
-flesh, crymg to him in the atillness, Go baék, 'go backs? Under
$hesé terrible mounds. and hilis ley a étmmmity of people,, deep
now after the passing of years, arﬂ children who haﬁ never so much

. &s sighed.egéinst the world; their grabbinswhm;dsv now wrapped in

a mentle of cascading ival'l; rook crammed ‘in_!‘foc'k::.; - In this city

no 1iving man believed o heroism. . |
Koelner c¢ame mto the room 1ater thm most: of tzzc otherss

He stood at the door and stared at everybody with herd eyes,. Yet

.3

'Ahe xvasn't a, har& man.= o, ‘
_ . He. ﬁ!as tall, slim, with a palding head and.e very white face;
‘ 'hiS‘ eyes vm*azaa‘rk, nQWr :Looking at.e thing dee‘ply~ or for 1ong,y'
His gaze was like that of a mén- working over a desk,, ﬁeal:tng with
papérs and ux*gént; taléphane calls.- He spoke crisply,, in carefinl

' senténces, dedicating. himself only to what wds seid, without foible
of mannerism or anything persanal at all.f He seldam, glanced ab ’
other pevc:;pihar,x and when he dia 806 1t was a quiak glance, expending
nothing in charm or pitys mnch 1ass intereﬁt, but eioaed 1n,

W .

refusing any conmmnication.; :

The: hostass took him. across to the ws.naow and shmd him a

. "sem: near- Charlotte, who had watched him come into the rccsm and

| stand for a moment near the entranee, érect- and uhmoveds Iie ‘
nodded to her- and sat down; then caréfully took out @ cigar\a%‘be

from & shmmg silver case. She looked at him ﬁhile he difd this,

then, as if she. had arrived at an éx¢iting eonaluaion about\some—

thing, she leaned ‘forwards add hegan talking ‘t;o him, Hei g\l\aneed~
. L\
NN



up, 4 little isugpxji‘sed, Wﬁ;h & fé]i’tght miles She ‘begén asking him J
question gf?erz. qa_e;étm‘m,h and :s'l»cwly; Ahé began ﬁ: falky. uﬁtil he also |
'waé 'leani%é‘ ‘fo‘rwa‘rd in his ¢hairs. A moment sago she‘d been half-
~1ying on the divén, gazing: up at the teibing;, her oyés- full of a
eruel secret; it seeme& mlic:’mg softly to the young woment &% her
.side;. and. now she was quick, Pilling every pause in this man’ s

-

. s;;)eech, her"eyes sbgolutely cancéntrated, L ‘ )

3o~

The maid brought them a second diink, and %hey touched glasses.
The room was noisy novz, and . & slcwly meving layer of blue smoke
drzfted across from one wall $o the othef. Sa;neox‘m by the door
slippéd, half-foll agamst the table, shaking ?;hé thin glasses,
:them managed to right himself aad leave the rooge
©  Koélner expleined to her the aifficulties of his lagt proﬁuet..
' 1621, how .someone had fa'llen from a piece 0‘:&" geaffolding and wauld
. put’ in a heavy claim f:or coxnpensation, ho@ the aesigner had ereatecl
‘ a set which was in the poorest taste and how they'd har:i ta take it
‘down ‘and re—buim it agatn in the spage of @ few hm?za, between )

‘ : ning in ‘the evening antl @ive %he fsllewing Jmorninge. - rﬁhe listened
' $o him -z%lvq;s,ely,, Hiér glass i;x gzer hend, sipping every now and then,
and she would nod, saying, 'Hy Godi', TNoLt, 'iBﬁtﬁ:i}?éﬁnﬂ»’f “And

.‘ with edch encouraging exclemation he thought of mors -and Hore
things ‘%d tell her. He st'ili sat rather éré‘ﬁ”t‘ in nis "éh’éir} but
he gesticu..atea 8, 1ittle mcre, his whité, delieate; rather feminme
hands held up. in i‘ront ot’ him, “$hé tips o‘i‘ the fingers touehing
zan& parting, tﬁuching and petrting as he talkeds .7,

+

} \\ 1
He pausea, end’ sho" ua‘behea iim for o mémente' ° . . o

-\,
§ o
{

1The war can't have helpsd,* she saide. A P
At first he diﬁn'h understand her, 8¢ she quickly a&dezi,n
'These‘*wars dre. alwayu for freedoma She’ spoke with a bi‘«:ﬁk}rnesa

whiéh acquiitted only him, ‘tafter svery war we*re. suppaaetg t\3\ be
: : _ N\
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thankful aren*t we?t -
It wesn't et .oll éonneeted with What, he'd been saying;
with the plays his wife had étarrad in, with h.ts own fall,
many mcntns -before, frum a hezght of ﬁfty feet while diz;eat;.ng
a film, with the aontraet he'd almost tarn up; but ai;'; the same -
tine 1t seemed to summerise ail he. hed aids For improvised
studios, too few cameras,, scaffolding' whioh collapsed, stages
faxr-too’ small, these weré the results cf the war; and tha ec tors
vwere inferior; for the bast péople. prefermd working in quiei:er
tovins, not in this eity of pits énd ghostss ‘
He nodded quickly end £1a9§ *4h, the wert* He leaned

- fopwards. . *I oould wcrk hetter wif;hout these neadaehas ‘every day.

" Lookewst = He lowered his head to show her, ‘Bighi: acroas
here, it seems ‘o clamp right down on my brain, ana I Just. have
" to 81t snd wait until it 3093 away; He drew his finger along
the- top of his akun, whére it was bare, showing her the wide
line'which ran frém the back” of his ‘heed, & 11vid colours’
'-."’a&s,;gcu_ say,* he went «c;n,w «ﬁfort zrrgedom& It was ‘all ror freedom!
" and 1 heve to be thankfal!' _His lips were ‘thin @s he &poke,
" The ‘bittemesé was rising in him. His eyes were: harder and
’ tighter. ' He Went an to speak about the pains in his stomach.
"which wieré the mmlt of a burst. of machine-gunrire, the rhetm«-

- atism csused by lying out all .night in the wet with these g:owxng,

wounds in his body, 4nd as he syoke his face groew red&er,
. flushing dbove the ¢ollsr, end swoat began to - appear on his brew,
while Gharlotte, her eyes a 1ittlé narrowed, drew from him more
‘end-move of his ferriblé eonfesssen. ,
They filled their glasses agatn, this time without the maid,
. There was & great- Jug- of punch at the table, and Koelner lemned
hapk. and took '11;.. He picked out the niaest fruit fer her, and

-~
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she made soft grateful noises as ke dropped the cherries mta

. her gless with & wooﬁen spoons He was so avare of outrage; his
wounds -and pain, that he cou;dn'% bear to léok at anyone: else in

| the roon ap&ﬁ: from Ghéribtf’é‘.-v it a:lmost seemed that $he other
ople in the foom wére reeponsible, énd that while he talke&

' rapiﬂly anc’i pessionately, the red rising up from his eoll’ar, .
he was blaming thém m, and Chai*lottef wes otlmly helping him to
 do this, her feos qite mrmshea, her heif ‘s$ill. in place, the

* lightest shade of - ‘blug, ond her mol hénds rasﬁng Jnst as they
- hed done ‘bofore on her kmeess T . ,
ucmeene epaned the win&ow and au anefe thera came the
shuddering and :swooning scunci of the huge clmrch-bells hear by,
in d tover not so meny yg:e&s away in ‘the f<1_a:r1~menas«.1 They wers
banging fuliously Sogether, .in chord @nd discord, - hushed and
then helﬂ:owing on the slight wi.nﬁ, dsserting etemity above rains,
'-above the dead an& lying chﬂdren, abcve the pains of living
people, above enything #hat could happen on the earthq
b - The diug smokef went ~rolling end turning out of the window,
. #nd no oné looked up When-the Sound of the bells ceme into the,
Tooms  The talk'was very loud, 2 woman was shouting :_a‘é the $op
- of her vaice, ’But you mustn“t, you. mustn‘tt’ whﬂ:é'hér rﬁéx}dﬁ
.o laughedi sprawnng on the flaor. Most people wére' Adrinking’ +thé
strong punch now, in 1ong wine glagaas ’ mth ehérries, pieoea of
-apple and aprieot aea:r the rims. RN o .
~ tare you unconfortable there?* cnarmtte asked him,, from-
r‘i;ng' gl ightly &s she did 80,, loéking et z;m fromn ngrder her eyé<:
.. brous, to sfho-vJ her conderh. He glenced dovn et the wooden -;iﬁ‘eﬁ‘
of his chair; ond then he samii'e&f‘;- “ His 11‘93, were wet aan.cé fuller
now, end when hé opened his mouth he 'showed good teeth: it was
a fost gentle smile, eltogether unlike the stiffness of his

. s diace civoutt
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and Bat &ama on the flcar by the hearth, agams&' enahions, stm

g

antrame not long before.' ‘He nodded; mmurea 7% ntele' end

" she at onde. got ip from: the divan. _ She- stood for a mumant look« '

ing at “the. other people in the room, BEr eyas with their speoial
amnsed insighﬁ; end then she tcncheffi him on the arm; ? she spoke.
ta hs.m mtimately, *Let's move: ecraas to the of;her side, thana.
* It ‘Looks more mt;eresting. - ‘

. They vent beyond ’she za‘bm, ‘their: glasues in their handa,

a 111;}:3@ gway £from the other peeple. mey sat close segether,
their hips touching. :ame cffered hin her right hami and said, ‘

*tRead. "me“»m:r life.' He took it lightly in his owmn and traced °

. 'the 1life-line with the very ‘tips of his fingem f She drew her
hend over hisw end for 8. momen*e, 80 that no 6ne else in the room

-could have m:si;!oed . ehey grippea aaeh other, m tm briefest under=-

sﬁanding. How all the roam was noise, ne longer were there bells,

end the street below with the re& 1ights was’ silent, H.e ‘leaned
tawards her an& asked hér when. she would leave, adding mediately,,
before she could reéply, *We mustn't separate;

‘ ‘:g*ll be gomg soon;*t - -she said, " He laoke& at her sud&anly;_
the 1ight fallen from his < eyes, &nd she watched him for some time
before she adde& in a lower voice,, 111 1ave you my. ‘tphone=
number. Cau me just before you leave nere.( Then' they looked
--avay £rom each othery resumg, the decis,ton having been made,.

F eat came int:o the. roam, pauseﬁ neex the entrance, smelling
end staring about, -then ran quiekly to cne of ‘the. chairs end hm
uﬂdemeath it, elarmed by the no:.se.p Kmlner watched this.
ﬂe-' was ahsamteﬁ;y absorhed for & moment in ‘the- ereat:ure"s 80f]
long, silent mcvements, end he aImck}:ed when he saw it disappear )

. ‘under the ehair. Chm'lotta was non talking to sameone elsé

behind hery, lveaning lengorously back;. she had @ ﬁne- stra ight

LS ¥
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; . .. nése, a warm smout;h, _ancl her ba&y was in that richness" which
S aust precedas decline, the fleéh‘“ﬁ epoch of ahoicez. Bometimas,
) whén people looked at her, they felt that nothing in the %rla

b

L was strong enough to re&ist her will.z o . s
: ' | Koelner jumpe& up, 1n sudden glad abandon. He %ﬁt eméfuiiy
- and slawly towards’ f;he ohair. In all Bis. mevements riow he was
| casual and easy. " He watehed ‘the ehdir for a little time, then
E _ vent down azzd finde & scratching noise with his nails ag;:éihst the
L s baek‘ . He waitea paﬁiently. ““here was & slight mo?ement behind
’ T the éhair-cover, at’ the foot. then the cat's head appeareﬂ bléek.
her great astonished eyes staﬁn@ upwards‘ “The scr.atohing nailX .
was diseaverad. Kaelner smiled, bemding fui‘ﬁhé:t: d'om. . Und‘er the
chair the erehture s, hﬁ: tail &wished and s*:ishecl, hax* b&ck low
Lo L end arched; then suddenly she leapt: out, turning aé'she did sc,
| . "’fand made @ clawing wild 5ump at his hahd. He hoppad baek, rOAT=
' - ing with laughter,, ‘and, one or two peopla came 010531‘, ﬁo watoh him,
He put his hand higher,, agam there was a tensa 1eap, with the eors
f£lat baek, and again he drew his hand a";ay‘, ' S}he gama quickene&. -
The -cat ;umped W on to $he chair, Kcalner moved his arm quickly) -
‘ ‘upand sideways and dmm, then -at last ahe was full cn her prey and
. they wraetle& together, nntil Koelner took ner up into his arms
1 _ ‘and begaxx éti'oking her head softly. : The spectatws also put out
) their hands and touched her, 88 she lay proudly agamst: his Tailste
coats , _ ‘ o
- I;ate’:’v, when 'Charlott“é left the roomy her fur wrap o‘vei-‘ her
FTarm, ne turned sudaénly,, at the moment she happened’ to de look-
ing m his ﬁirectien, and smiled at her ag if he fotmd"?extraordinar—
 ily-ena dmlmgly beautifule ' v ’ éfk

‘ . aAfter shefd gane he began talking to other penple:, stundixxg
. sastxy » o
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aasily a‘s their sides. j‘, ’He listeneﬁ $0 them with his head

slighﬂy bowed; and Iaughéﬂ frequently. He even called oub to

an acq,uain‘{;arlea -on the other side of the room in an odd, mildly

moeking way, and this ory of his mad& sevei*al«pmple laugh. . ‘Bgz.t '

) »vfor all. thai; he Wés agm slone, . ami never glaneed mlly -ab any-

ones An houw later he wen‘h Anté the hall and telephoned the
number ahe'd. given himi - She answered him almost az; onea, in -
a soft “volee, her 11;;3 “very crlose to txw mouthpiede. .

'Let xs» £0 to & ~élu§>fa:7'“ R b

i"JWhere are ycm?* he asked.v

T b :*‘z‘t hOme‘ R

Lo el
[ N
~

. "’Ifm leaving home now. Gm dawn to your car,' she said,

'anﬁ I’ll be i.here in a- few minutws -‘ I'n- 1eav1ng this very

memen :

) . -
s - . B
‘ 4

1

~ He ieft' the party without saying goodbye: to anyone, 'and vent

down, tne chipped stairs. There r*as only the d {nme st light on ‘

each floox-* &nd up: frtm beneath came & chill fiow of air, ke
that from & tomby’ )

bereft of any guilei Ha réached the aoarveay downataira and

His eyez; wara no longer cheerful but wond ering,

e

?

’walked be‘waen mo long pilea of. mbble to ?3!‘131‘3 ‘the cars were

. parked‘ He saw the .spire. ~o£' theaathedra}., pushed ’righ‘b up Anto

the 8y 4 and ‘at it§ side a long atreet oi‘ hage buildings, all
of them silently grieving the dead, uiﬁhoui; windows, roofs or -

<

) flﬁerﬁ”o

Sometimes the moon tould be seen gleaming through f;hesa'

. &nd kissed 1‘5& T

shells, but fzonight t:here vzas none. Hemaited and 4in & :tevz

1

moménta a ¢ar turneﬁ the cmer and eame towards him..

‘ Charlette,

1eane<3. from the érivergs seat, ‘her hsad wrapped ronnd wi’kh ‘blatk

' lace in the spanisn style. Ha tock hex haad, whwh she offered, .
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Cfe L YLook,t she sam, »x follow behm me. I know where to gost

o Hé. started his own oer and ‘folloved close behind Yier, going
slowly ’over the ﬁus ty, uneven road. When ‘they were out 1n‘bo

the main street, past the: lighted corner where whores: were sténd« |
1ng, they speede& famard. Then Charlotte gumed hlm of £ thé

main Toed, to a atrea‘b Where mas‘b er the housea wera S.ntaet- it

- the end there wes a great lighted sign, HG'IEL, #nd here sha puileﬁ
-vu;}@- She 41dn*t, wait for him to’ get out but valked straight into

the i‘eyer. Ea came in jnst as & peges-bcy and the hall~pcrter
we.re bowing to her. The pagea-boy took her mr-wrap and walkaﬁ

- Jbefore her up the main stairs. Koslner ﬂ stood where he wes,

with the hall-porter's) eye on him; '?Iu«'a't be%ore‘ a8 turnt in the

. staircase chnrlo%e stoppea and leoked back, and when she saw hnn

stauding therve, hia eyoa réumi and wondering, she bur:st oub -laughing.
- tHell,t she cried, 'aren’t you doming?t,. and Just befoare she
tumed hack to the stairs agein she gave the. hall-porter below a

* brief,. collected glance .

Koelner followed behind her, astonished s his mouth half~-open.

They reaché& the gecond’ flaor and walked &long a eomidor. At

the end. the. page-bsy !mlocked one “of the doors, pushad 11: o Ltly
open, switenea the light on 1nside, then stood beek to let them
passs Théy v:alked into the scft, pink &nd silver roem, their
shoes maks.ng no smmd what soever on the earpet and the page-boy
mnrmxred,; *Gute ﬂaoht» i
The light ic the roam nae very dimy sh.ining frem tme side of

‘ ad' ;e Frau,' asg he closed the door again.

.’v‘the be&. charlat te threw her wrap on to a ctair ané walked across

o the winé‘mw, where white lacde and cnintx ‘curtains were stirring
s.ughtly. . There were' ng other houses in’ sjgh‘fu U

- Koelner hedntt moved since he name dnto- the ::eom. Her was

simply stering at her, and’ slowly she became aware ot tyhia, and

v



o

3

+

.

i
-

A
EREE
“

aware of the room's terrible suenca S0 she tumaa an& asked

&

softly, "'%'en what i tha matter?' He looked into her eyes, . _

' searching her, and then he almost shook hiu headw -in that moment <

he could discover noné of the signs by '*?hich she'd become-kaown. %o . |
him. at the - party,.e ’ she turned baek to the wmﬂow- 1ock1ng outs .
ﬂe put Ris hand up to his eyes and then;, 3usi: as 12 a kind. |

. of fever had suddeuly got: hold of- hin, - s6 that there was no question

of-his using centml, a kind. si‘ ahuddering fevec:, he bent his head

rorward zmd began to weep, big fece seraw&d up, his mouth openy,

. uttering 1ong, ﬁim, throttled crie’::‘x from zzndar his hand. He sﬁood

. 4n the middle of ‘!:"ho rocrm tzuite brake:;, his legs bent a little
at $he-knees., hio sho.xlﬁers trémblmg‘ 3 his ebothes seeméd old
nms, those. of a beggar, becausé 61' ‘tha, *vay he was. standing there in

the dim nghm ' Thie. momen t. 816 hem'ﬁ his first cry she turned her -

" head «11:11 a sud&en, astonishe& movenzant het eyes widening ulightly,
she stood 1001»1:;3 at him,, fascinntéd _unsble to beligve it. " His
lips were shivering so that she ccmld hérdly hear m zvhén ha
spo&e, so 1ight1y and childishly, 'No... Hot I’Ie mst 'Ealkl’

But there wac no. goftress. in her eyes to recaive him, only &
t‘roubiea stere. | Hathihg eneouraging cane from her. She wasn't
the woman zma had gripped his hend. thet evening. - T

st first #he shrugge& and beéan t6 smiles - But the cries

- «b@hind. her wers: so drea&&ul, and 86 unexpec‘!md, reminding hey for

@

“
2

4 - ‘bhe dae'ad lay, ‘but all the dussy stillnéss or the sky gave\har

And et
some reason of '!;he death of ‘¢hildreny that she pause& mxm
last, in a terridle : {
iemmiaxka& Wearmeﬁs‘,« zshe leaned her head ag wiast the -

white ledge of the window, her eyes turned avay,. snd hegan to -
feail ﬁhs approaﬁh, ;though ahen tried to keap her amused secrat,
ofshame. L e - e o,

-

.ahe laaked up for 8 mament beyond thé yilas ouﬁsmep where

'Q*"

e
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