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The sloth and torpo~ of Europe after 19l8, the utter 
( 

bankruptcy of its religlon, gave rise to a second war which, 

unl"ike the first,. dld not spare the civl1i-an populations. 

~Hitler was the instrument of this war. He led a revolt 
L • 

again.st a world where all sense 'of mystery seemed to, have 

,departed, where everything was a money-relation; .where 

there wer.e. no longer llnsp'~ken loy-altles between-people, 

as bet'ween !loblemen" ancffl their retainers, aIld no longer 

:boom for prowes8~ instinct and co~rage. I~ seemed more 

and more' an ignominious world where everyone was grubbing 

about for a bet~~r standard of 11ving. This is what gave 

Naz ism 1 t s backward-looking., archaic appearance, as if it 
I ' -

we,r~ trying to·revive artif1cialiy .. - .... ·in. a middle class 

society--~inst-lnctive ties which no longer existed. But 

there was ~ne activity th~t'was not a bit artifi~ial ano 

which alway s brought pe9ple to their feet, ,even at the 

expense 'of their plea'~ures': and ,that was war., the fascinatl!ng. 

mystery of. deat,n- hanging over a whole continent. The 

artifical soc.iety created by Hitler was only a preparation 

for this. 
w.c,X 

The sloth and money-obsession in Europe ~ such that 
~ 

at last, had there not been a war, it might have bea;ome a 

kind of ,1al~i&:&BlIl, Switzerland bloated with goods, Ylhere faces 

. grew mor~_ and more abstrac.t, the relatlo'ns' between. ~eople 
. 

more and more p~act1cal 1n a deadly way; where words like 
-

crucif1xion would' have become merely s1l1y. Eve!! the First 

World War had ~ailed to shake Europe out of its relig-ious 

bankruptcy, because it did not reach the civilian populations. 

Had not war been his message, his raison d'etre and his 
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dre'am, Hitler would have been th:e leader of a' Switzerland 

~ . play-acting a past century,. with spectacular uniforms and' 
. -my st.iaa'l spee che,s'., E'ngl~sh aU,diences wo~ld hav.e continued 

to' laugh at htm in the cinemas; whereas', after 1940; they 

stopped abruptly. He was never int~~ested in pea6e; he 

equ~ted it with the slotli he had r~sen up Ih ~rms against •. 
~ 

The middle' cl~sse s wer~ so easy to deal wi th, he once said, 

be'cause they would do ~any,t'h1ng for peace. E.veil his own 
" 

sub~ects did not seem to realise what he was saying. ,. 
neither his own "s4bJects ndr the rest- of EU,rope showed 

, 
anyth1ng ~ore than a formal, he,sitatlon when th~ time came 

" 
~o mtJrder, provided'" they' uad the weapons to ~urder with. 

r 

It took only a few months, during the Maglnot Line period, 
!'iJr4' j ~ I;, 

'for the mo'rals of, sloth to V " his morals ... -:-the morals of' 
. '" 

murder. For the latter grew rat on th~ former.' Thousands 

upon thousands of people ~had their revenge in that war' for 

the t ed'iulil---strlpped . of dignity, Godless and' Illechanic'al--- 1 , 

of th~i~ lives before. 

Nazism was all the violence and a~"er and mystery of 

"old'Europe up in arms against the paraly sing orthodoxy of 

a Godless Chrlstend~~. It exaggerated ' • It shouted abuse 

and stamped its feet' melodramatically. Germany'·s madness 

was that of a country 'swollen wi~h metaphy sics in a Eu~op'e 

whe,re metaphy sics was fast .c,om~n~ to mean 'simply a failure 

to' make money • 'The mo:r;-e apathetiC, the re at of Europe,~ 
.. 

t~e louder Hitler shouted • 
.,. 

He really governed the whole of Europe, 1f not the 

world, 'between 1933 and 1945, 

war there were articles 1n English newspapers asking 

wnether it was moral to b'omb c.ivilian populations. The 

thought w.as horrifying to Germans, despite Hitler, as to 

Englishmen and Americans. But not many months later the 

'" mas~eq ~alds on German cities began and thousands'of women 

and ahl1dren werablown to piecefo or burned to death. It 
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was as 11" ttils .were the de,stlny for which Europe as a 

cdmmu~ity had been waiting since .the twenties. 
. ~ ~ 

, -
H1-tler was donvlnced that Eur,ope 'would find 1t s heroism 

and- d igni ty in .a ~ar e 
L .. of' iii " 

He. was proved right. The old upper 

.... c,las·ses woke up :&rom their-melanah~ly d:ozl·ng and pro.duced ., 

.~ .. 1ead~~,s againi worki~g people' forgot th~ir strikes. and their 
',' 

wage-pa.ckets e, Everybody was together again," in a community' • 

. 'ClasS hat'red's--":'the most l:?itt.er personal hatreds of' our ~poch----" 
~_, -:, 10. a ~ 

.. ' 

,were alm~s t 1 aid ~sle e p .' Cle~n youhg .gentleman found that 

tliey coul.d drop bombs on people ... theyhaa never se en without 

. turning ,a hair. 
'1.,. 

Peo.ple were joc;ular, l.~ve~y and helpful • 
t .. ' 

The First World' War w~s" a 'tepiqus mass rrlurder of troops 
. 

on a statiC}. line, day af'ter day' ;. it was' killing a man in 
.. - ~ . 
. another tr.er:;~h-~-a nian like yoursel,f-:--=--for a reas~n you were 

~ I • 

qevera really 'clear abou·t. But this war "was different .• 

People, really wanted to. fight. tn. this one. Young'- men .,in. 

Germany c~ouid fight for. the ~Third .Reich', and if that sounded 

s,illy to them th.ey:' c~ould f . .igpt for the feeli,:lB that Hitler 

ha.a. given Ger,ma~y ~a. b~t of dlgnity. in the :world. , ... And 

p~ople liJre mys~~~., .. on the other S1ge, a-ould fight 'against . 
- ! 

r th~ -mas.sacre· of p'eop~e by gas .... chamber and furnace, or 

aga~nst a regime w:hlc.h answered the: word~ Christ or art with 

a kick 1n the teet~. OUr c;onsciences were. ,all involved. 
~, 

.- ""Tho,se of us---E,nglisq or French or Gerniart---who would.~~ve 
, . 

-I 

"made good consclentiou8 objectors in' ~he' First World War 

made flrst·class~murd«rers in this ·one. ,. [ . 
H1tle'r"s end was really a massi~e cruc1fIxion In, Europe .• 

o , 

Again ,and ~g~~n! partic'ularly in the i~st year of the ~arJ 
, ~. 

he, coptrad1cted his ge·.nerals, and seemed ~slniply to be 

~ndifierent to ·the most obvious rllle,s. 9f strategy.' It 1s 
\ 

rldiclxlous to say!ie was ~'wrong' .not to stop'the war when 
... - .,. 

he saw he·' was losi~g •. He h~dnt~t the slightest Interea.t in ' 

so<?:lety,' even in German soqiety J as an end tn itself. 
I 

To sa.y 
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that he· was forced .lnto war "or went intO'" 1 t 1n order to 
.. 

s91 ve' a 'ahro'nia unemp19yment problem 1s completely to 

misunderstand his inte·ntions (as he wrot.e ahd spoke th-em). 
"" .. -J 

.. . '" ., 
. ~ 

Full .emplo~ment. as an el1d in Itself w~~, .o..f nQt the slle;htest 
,. 10. " 

1nterest~ to him, otherwise he: wquld have': had no quarrel 

with' half the people in Englan,d. a:nd. France .and Germany itself 
. 

who .c~~e out aga~n~t him bef6re the war.st~rted. To say 

that his·mot1ve was 1n the end a peaceful society -is tb say 
~. t' 

~ ~ ... '" ~' 

that h,e ae;reed yv'1th the left-wIng orthodoxies of the time . 

which he chieflY' detested'. 

It is equally rid iaulous to·lsay that England ~~nCi· 

America were fightlngto rid the w6rld~of acrimimil who 
• I 

had somehow--.-history· s most' remarkabl~ a.cc~ident, and quite 
• 

gratultpus---got hold of the rein~ ~of power. Europe had 
, 

a dark:necesslty ~or Hitler, a ,fact whfcn, It has managed 

.to hide "from its,el! QY. t,ransferring all, it-s Jwar-guilt on 

to Germany. 

Nazism was not a reg1me wi.th certain grave blemishes. 

nor was Hitler a man who made certain unfortunate mist.akes.­

'Nazism was co~plete and "whole in ftsel.f, and successful". 

It wa's not aon ideology, like aiass soa1alism •. 
" 

f. ., 

It was a 
. \, 

fac.t·: ~hat :is' to say it did no't look forward' to an ideal .. , 

aoc.iety in the tuture, naIr did it conslst- of an abstract 

'body of doc·trine. It was vested 1n H1tler' s personal and 

mysticalleade.rsh1Pi that' was its esse'nce.' And the 
~ 

Thousand Year .. Reich w@rs already ~there, :1':n it,s flrsj ye~rs; 

it didi not depend .on ~ome withering aw~y of the' State. .For 

h,eroism ~J courage and spectacle l!Q]!, were ·its ends; 8.Qtl 
r I~ 

war wa~ the 'oniy. means to those ends. Thus, practically 

speaking, the' Nazi system was a' s'oaiety . d~d·ic:tt.. to the 

t~sk of ~ing war~ as an.end in itself. Apmlogies that 

Hitler was after all a kindly person, or th~t ~he mass deaths 
j ". 

" 

,.n the concentration c~mps were an acc.ide,nt of war, ar~. 
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irrelevant to Nazis~. They are only in:beresting as 
" 

expressions of, guilt, on t,he pari of those who supported 

him. '-

The European war is quite di'fferent from the t-eohniaal 
.' -

war waged by America or the eastern ,c,ommunisms. The 
~l. • .. ~ • , ' 

European was. 1s a metaphy sical advEj3ntu;re connected with' 
, " ~ .. ,. t:". 

the renewal of the .sense of wonder and mystery, anq the 
< _ 1 

idea of. a, ,fated cr\lc:ifizio,n, "changing .the whole 61' a ~an.·'s 
r;. '" - . 

future life. It 1s waged w1th the' same values as those .' 

, which maJDe Europe' s a::t. In . t"Q,e end 1t 1s religious ~" To a 

< 

see' the di~ference between the-,Ellrop"'ean- wa~ and the Technical 
- .. 

war one: only has to oompare the- w'orks of Juenger,- Remarques, , . 

81 egfr~ed Sassoon, Ma'iraux and' Al dl:nston, wi th a book like 
,. &. .... "" .-.... . ~ 

~ The Naked and the De'ad,. The 'Red 'Badie- of Co~~ag~, wa's .s1!ill. 

, in. the Europe~n tract t 10n, being t:he class ical study of a ,.. . .. 
J 

m~nts struggle against terror towards' heroism, and his . ... .. 
~ - . ~ ~ 

deve.1-opment from 'a Helpless.pity, an9 self~pity, to a kind 
, ,. I 

of 'stolc'a! -awe ~nd' -compassionate selfles'sne ss. All E'uropean 
J r

tl
, . 

war-books of any depth are a'c,aounts o'f the ~assion, full 
.,.. 

of nos,talgia 'for those brief: g.J..l.rrips~_s of mystery •. 
Lli ..,,; 

4, ,., .... ,.,. _ D .'.. .. 

I If ~here be such a thin~ as gh6s'tly ~.revlsitat.1on" of 
- , 

this ear~h, a~d if ghbsts ban traverse.~~me and choose their 
""".. • co 

g,round, I would r~turn to" the' "Bois Francais sector as it wa's ~ 
. " 

then.' 
• ~.. •• I. ~ _~ oil 

., .', .'-As I ,stepped ! over one. of tlte. Germans an impulse made 

me, 11ft h'1m up ~ro~ the, 1Il1!3:t;,a.~~e dltc~" Propped aga1nst 

. the batik, his, blon.d ~ace wa"s undlsf11lgtired, exc.ept' by the mud J 

, .' ..... 
, l·, " , ~ • _, 

jhlch I wiped ,from his eyes and D1ou'tti with. my ooat fj!leev:e ••• 

He dldn'~t looR: ·to be more tnan eighteen. Hoisting him a . 

~Litt~e higher, I tho~ght what a gentl~ face he had, and 

r'emembered that this, was the firs't:. time I'd" ever touched, 
l ., • .J .,.. s. ~ 

one of our' e.ne~fes with ~my ha'nds. i· 

-
~For me, tne idea of deat~ made ~yerything vivid afid 
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val uable • 1 ........ 
. . 

'But 'I was rewarded by an ;intense' memory of men whose .. , 

c'b~rage "had ahown me the powe'r of the h'uman. aplrlt---t.hat 

spirlt wh~c.h could withatanq the' ut~oat assault.' (Excerpta · 

, from.Sl~gfr'1ed S~SSOQ~t' s· MemolI's of an Infantry Officer)' 
~ ~'I. ., f 1 

Bu't· the war of .. the' un-European soclet res is slmply' the 
. r 

'solutlon,by massed attac~s, ~epending on a high degree of 

res.earah·, or a. tL~chnic:al 'problem.' It haa no :value beyond 
.. ' .. I", 

. a prao-c1e;al" value whlc:h cah- be calcuJ:ated on paper. It"a 

spirltual consequences, dlffer from~an 'to man, and they.· have 

no unit~·, .no" communal or reli'gloua' referenc,e; the'y are 
. . 

simply d~pa.rture~ from the social or technical n~orIIf"'--~~l-:-
o '" 

adjustments. - The books wrl:tten about .. these technlcal 
• • .:. • 'lo ." I 

battles'are either ·a.agas of heroiam or "accoup-ts of phyaic;al 
- . degeneracy. ' 

disq·o~·ort and moral 1i1l,BBS."Jt1 The rellgioua end i~ 
.~ 

lacking.-
,~ 

~ 

¥ 

In'o the Eurppean, w'ar' ·there w8:a "always .an ,errat.i·c kind-

of decorum, amounting sometimes to a: klnd of love, between 
• , 1 

" the two: s.id~es.; I have read: of Engl~sh' sol"diera 1n the first 

war getti!}S aagry when Germans were abased in·conversat'ion 

at homs:. and I 'felt t,he same a.nger myaelf In t:her sec~bnd war. 
! 

. But the technical war ia',merc:iIess; ~here is no ,ahared' 
-. 

concept of t,he sacrednesa bt t.he human creature. Pr.iso~ers 

~ . 
~re treatSd well if it.suita policy; ,they are 'no longer 

thought o~ as the,mystlc.al enemy,. but as units of ba~gall"!lng 
power'. 

r I 

Nazism', or indeed an~ Fasaism,: was a klnd_ of q:Oriscious 
, ., , 

p'hilosophy' of' the European war, °and therefor.e, being delibera.te, 

it was stripped of compass19n. T,hat waa why Hi tIer talked' 

like a tortured and haunted man. He ,was absolutely 

dediaated t·o th.e taak of. murder, as Europe I'a., destiny. The 

Thousand Year. ~e~ch was a dream~ with, a, touch 'of 'Walpurgls 

Night in it. Ruins we re proper to it', n.ot peageful 
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suburpia. This is what disttnghiahed his so~ialism f~om 
• I' . 

a.ll other f,o;rms, h~s d~lctatorship from tha.t 'of the Q'ommunists. 

The Generals; were a.s~onished when he 8how~ d. a 9·om~lete dis­

regard for the c·ommon logic of strategy:, be cause t~ey haa 
. """ ... ~ 

never ~realiBe.d· that f'o~ ,him strategy was ·simply. '~he servant 

of ·a mystic'al destiny which had: satisfac:tion's far· beyond those 
, . 1 • 

of c:onque st .. War wa~ never roi him a technical ,struggle 

between two sid·e's. it was essent~ally a my stery for him, 
.. ,.-. 

and---though we may not like to use this word in connection .. . 
: 

with a man who· look.ed to us like an emb'ocllment "o'f the devil--­

it ,was thePassiop:. 

His dtruggle ro~ power was the climax o~ a r~ligious 

crisis. that hag. been deve.l~plng in the Chri'stian world. sinc~ 

the eighteenth century, and· of which the gro}Vth of~ huge c'ities, 

the establishment of an abstraot uniformi'ty o'f life and 
~ " 

bahav,i~ur." over forn;terly. distin6~t· places each with its spirit, 

and the 'pursuit ch.t sp,e.c.ial intells'otual or- technic,al- ends 
r _ 

'inste~d ~f the 91d all-in~lusiv~.o~reli~ious ones, ~ere the 

causes. Hitler broke .op~·n this uniformity by intellectually 
,'" 

infuriating people to fl~ht each, otHer. For the i~~ellect , 

was the, last great. source of ene·rgy in the post-religious 

world. ;~And h~ called its deliber.ate 1nci'tement 'propaganda'. 
" 

The r.e su;tt was that almost ev'ery ~ man went lntp the war. with 

a furious· 'intellectual image oefore him of' the en.emy', and 

this 1mage. made it possibl~ for hifD.. to shoot, disembowel, 

rape, bomb ·or massaore on a-"stupendous soal~ other peqple who 

were from much tfre same k1nd 'of p~aceful suburbia §t.s himself'. 

I~ the cours~ of the wa:r thousand"s ·of ~quare' ~11.es of ~ crops 
" • '1- .. \, 

were bu~ned, .inillions' o~- .nomes 1Ver~ pi11age,d ,'" bombs were 

:~ dropped' I for f luck' on hbus~s far' f~9m industr.'ial or mil,itary 

targe,ts. And all ·this was done by people whose 'pe-rsonal 

manners, were proba15ly' more peaceable and subdued than ' 

those of any previous· generat-ion. in". 
Christendom~ In order to 
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d. ~e 
'they had to believe in it, mentally. And tois Hitler 

taugh~, them to do. He succ:eeded' in inciting to a kind of 

madness not only his own subjeots, not only ;he Lithuanians 

and Ukrainians he put in charge of some of the. concentration 

camps and wh'o were said to be the most recklessly brutal of 

" , all, but every race, c'lass and group in Europe, and c,Lfter tha.t 

in the whole world. 

It seemed writt.en in ,the fate of Europe. Before the 

war started educated young men went to Spain' to fight 

Fascism' and as often as not_ seemed' to go 1n order to kill 

and r1sk being killed, in order to get the. smell and touch 

and quickness of a real experience as opposed" to the unheroic, 

tedium of their lives, before, when they had been unmoved by 

religious feelill8s. Al,most every book to have c.ome out of 

that o~ivil wa~ dwells with fascination on the s1mpl<e details 

of battle a1 Ii" as if they were ends in themseives, with the 
politioal I 

1B:BJ111BB:illal attituoea as merely formal ju.stiflcat,ion. (1) 

It was' as if these young men said to themselves, 'At' last, 

with these lice, this exposure to bitter cold, without 

adequate food or clothing, these bullets and hand-grenades 

and train-loads of wounded men, at last I feel real. loan 

feel the "life in my bOdy; My compassion is s'tirred, as well 

as my hatr~d and love. I am functioning properly. I" 1)(1 am 

not living, the death-life of a middle olass youth ••• i And 

that was the burden of Hitler's m~ssage to middle class 

Europe: 
r 

you ar~n't alive until you go to war', only muder 
A 

will b~ing you back to life. 

(1) See' Orwell's 'Homage to Catalonia, Part Xll, ·where 
e 

he drscribes his sensations when he was shot in the back of' 
A 

the neck. 
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1
urlng the Thlrtle s people I S intelle'ot,s beo~me 

. -, 
lncreasingly enraged, and his I pro.paganda I had a. rema.rkably 

- . 

qu·lak aucc:e sS." -His 'own peoplebegal?- 'se~lously to belleve 
#' I •• 

that 'non-Aryans' were by original ·nat·ure lnferl·or, but 

this w~s· nothing to the number .Of .. -people outstde Ge'rm~ny 

who ca.me to .belie·ve that 1 the Germans t we~e by orlginal 

nature ln~erior. When the you.ng men who )Vent to Spall) 
I ~ 

found ·that the Falanglsts.' dlffered from th.e Republlcans 

only ln the fact that ~hey r~lsed ~heir ~lsts in the saiute . 
.. 

. irlste~d of the palms of t.helr hands., they we.re taken aba.k:k: 

. the"y , ha~~ t realised. appa~ent1y. that, they . ~er~ hum~. 
cr,eatur.es too~ , In other "worqs, their co~taot· wlth rea'llty 

was· a3.\vays through the .br&in. The ··'lalang41jits' were" 
~ , 

simpl'~ an idea for them, as th~y themselves. were sim.ply an 

idea for the Falangmsts. George Orwell wanted. 1 to kill a 
. . 

F~sCistt • Only slowly, And wi th pain ano regret, did he 
- ~ 

. realise that this meant 'to kill. a human creature' ..' Somehow 
looked ... ,,-

I it hadn't :iJaB the. ~ame. Hitler exclted' this intelle,otual 

ob~essl';~ness to the po~1nt where hardly a work~~ or business: 

man or peasant was 1 ef·t .untou.o;ped by . it. The people who 
- , 

crept· beyond the forward ·lines to have a look at 'a'German', 

wlt,.h ~awe; hearts beating fast, werEt the su~c.easDr~ 'Of the 

young men .who peeped above a rampart to have a look at a . 

I Falangist' or a '-Cornmunist 1 • 

Even pacifism. he .rendered frlvolous. In the F1rst 

World' War 1~ seemed an intelllgent enough attitude---you 

just dldn' t see why all these people should be kllled. 

But 1n this wa~ your ~on~Q~enoe was'held up to ransom. 

Were you aotually prepared to stand·~by while tn'1llions upon 

milllons of people were slaughtened, on a strl.atly worked 
, . 

out 1!!2.9ufacturing basis, for the" pr9duQ.tion o~ floor-felt, 

soap and'a~tlflcal manure? 

a' few more hundred d1ed. 

, . 
Every moment you del1berated 

"10 remain a pacifist you needed 
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to harden yourself intellectually" whlc.h was prec'1sely what 

the others---the murderers---were doing. There was no way 
... 

out.' Ii washtt enough to have an intellectual s~stem. 

Hltler broke through all that, 1n a world that was fast 

coming to look like a huge techn1cal organisation. Even' 
, 

now we feel a k1nd of hushed awe and dread at the'sound ot 

\)hls. voice; touched perhaps with a vague yearning and nostalgiQ, 

like domest1c' an1mals who raise their heads and l-isten to a 

wild cry in the distance. 

Only afterwards did we begin to reckon up wh~t had 

happened, and what our hands, as if d1sembodied from our 

. pea'ceabl~, soc1al selves, had been made to do. Now, in 

our perlo'd of recollection (rather quiet"however nolsy our 

technical inventions, 'and perhaps in inverse ratio to their , , ' 

nolse), we are wondering aga1n about the ends of, life, beyond 
.f' 

The world is no longer commodities, 

wa8e-pac~kets and ~ntellectual systems for the management of 

men. Q,lr relig10us .past gives us all the questions we ask, . . 
but we are denied any of the firm answers. We are surrounded 

again by mystery. Techn1cal po\ver has explained nothing. 

Upwards of 16 ml1l~on p~ople died in the last war---most of 

t~em 1-n the most dreadful tort·ure and pain---to keep that 

mystery before us. 
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" The, sloth and .. torpor of Europe a.1'ter 1918, the utt'er 

b~nkruptoy of its rel~8ion, gave rise to a second war whloh, 

unlike the first, "'1~· not spare the oivilian.,populations. 

Hitler was the· instrument of this war. ae led a revolt 
,. , 

against a world where all sen'se ot mystery seemed to have 

'd~part~tl, wher~ everything was a money-relation; where 

there were no longer uns~oken l·oyalties between people,' 

as uetween noblemen anal thei:r retainers, and no longer 

Doom for prowess, lns~lnot,anaaou:rase. It seemea more 
" 

and more an ignominious world where everY·Qne was Srubb1ng' 
... , 

about. for a b.etter 'standard of living. Th1s l's what . save 

Nazism. "its baokward-look1ng, archaio appearanoe, as.' 1f 1~ 
I 

were tr,ing to revive art1floially---ln,a middle clas~ 

soclety--lriatlnot1ye· ties whioh no longer e·xisted.' But 

there was one' aotlvity that was not a bit artifioial a'nd 
n f 

whloh always brought people to their feet, even at the . 
'expense or their pleasures: and that was war, the tasoinat1~ 

mystery ot t!ea~p hanging over a ·whole oon\',1nent. The 
... I-

artltloal sooiety oreated by Hitler was .6n1y a pr~p'arat,lon 

tor this. 
~ 

The, sloth and money-obsession 1n Europe -was suoh that 
,4 

at last, ha.4 there not been a w~, it might hav'e beobme a> .. 
kind of .. 1 ..... Switzerland bloated with goo~s. where t'aoes 

• r 

grew more '"and' more abstra.ot, the relations between people 

more and more praot1oal 1n a deadly w~y; "here wor.ds llke. ~ 

oruoifix1on would have beoomemerely s111y •. , Even the First 

Wo~ld War had ta1led to sh~e EuropE;l out of· its relig10us 

bankruptoy, be'oause 1~ dldnot reaoh. tbe olv111an populations • . . 
Haci. noi; war been h1s message, hls raison a' etra and his 



d'ream, Hltlerwould' have been the leader or a Sw1tzerland 

play-aot.ins a past oent'ury, with speotacular uniforms and 

myst10al spe,aohes. English audienoes would have oon~1nued' 

to laugh at him 1n the c1nemas; whereas, after 1940, they 

stopped abruptly.' He was never interested 1n peaoe J 'he 

equated it w1t~ tbe sloth he h~d risen 'up in arms aga1nst.~' 

The middle ~lasse'~ ',tere s,o. easy to aeal, with, he on,!e s~1d, 

beQauee~ they would do a'ny~h1ng for peaoe. Even hie own 

sublJeot~ ala not ,eeem to realise what he was sayins. ~ut· 

ne1ther h1s own e~bJeots nor tbe .rest ot. Europe ,ehowe4. 

anything lJlo~e than a formal h~e1tat1on when the, time o~me 

to mllr4er, 'pl;'oVlded they had the weapons t·o murder ~lth. . 

It tool(onlya few'mont,hs, dur1.ng the Mag1not Line per1od" 
i 

~;"ID , 
for the morals of sloth to b:iI"c~C' h1s morals---the morals 0'1' 

.' " 
murder. For the lattex- grew fat on the tormer. 'l'housanos 

upon thousands of peopl~ 'ha~ their revenge ~n t~at war fo~ 

the ted1.um---strlppedof, c!1gnlty, Godless and meohanlcal--­

of their :Lives pe~ore. 

N:az1em ,was flll ·the: violenoe an~ anger and mystery ot 

.old Europe' uP' in arms aga1nst the paraly slns· ortho~o'Jly ot 

It shouted abuse a' Godless Chrlstend·om. tt exaggerated. 
I . 

and stamped its feet melOdramat1oal~. Germ~l' s maclnes8 

was that Of a count.ryswqllen with metaphye10s J,n a Eur:ope 

where metaphys10s was -fast oomins to mean s1mply a failure 

to make·mpney. . The more apathet10. the rest of Europe, . ..' . . 
the louder Hlt·ler shoute~ • 

• c 

He.reall) gove~nea the whole ot Europe, 1f' not the 

1t'o.rld, b~tween ~9·33 and 19,.45" 

war there. were .art-1.o1e s 1n Ensl~sh n~wspapers a.sk'1~' '. 

whether it. was moral to bomb c1vilian pO'pulat1ons. The 

.. t.hought was hor~1fYlns to Germans, desp1te H1tle~, as to 
. 

E;pgllehmen and Amerioans. But ,not many tnon~tls later- the 

massed ra1ds on Germano1tles beg$n~and thollsands of women 

and ohl1dren'wer,e blown to p1eo,es or burned to death. It 



was as if thls were the destiny for whioh Europe as a 
t, • 

oommunity hat5 b~en waiting ',slnae the twent1es. 

Hitler was oonyinoed 'th~t Europe would tind its harol'sm' 

and digni't1' in a war. He wa.s proved, r1sht. The old upper 

olasse7s woke up' trom their melanah'oly dozing and ~roauoed 

leadersagaln; work1ng .people forgot the1r- str1kes and the1r 
, 

wage-paokets. Everybody was together again. in a 'ooIllmun1ty. 
, ., 

, . 

Olass hatreds---the most"bltter .personal hatreds ot' o~r ~Pdah--­

'were ,almost 1a1'd asleep. 'Olean y ouns' sentle~~n tound t'h~t 

they' oould drop bombs on ,;peoPle they had '.never seen w1thout . . , 

, .turning a:hair. People were Jooular; lively and helpful. 

~~e First Worllt War. was·a tedious mass muro'er of troops 

" on a statle- line, a~ aft,'er day; ~t~'was k1111.ng a. ms'n' in 

, another trenoh---a man like yourse~t---1'or a reason you were 

never re'ally olear about e. But this war was altferent. 

peo~le real"Iy wanteil to 't1ght in this one'. Young men 1n 

Germa-ny oould tlgh1i' for' the Third Re1ch, ana 1f that souna,ed'· 
• , J 

's111y- to them- they 00'u1d .tight f'¢r the feeling 'that H1tler 

had, g1ven Germany a bit of a1g-n1ty in the world. Ana 

peqple like myselt, on the other side, oould tight against 

the massacre ot people by sas-chamber and furnace, or 

against a regime whioh an.sweredthe words Ohrist or art with 

, a.' kiok 1n the t.eeth. Our oonsole.noes, were all. involved. 

Those, ot Us---Eng11sh or Frenoh or German---who woula have 

made 800Cl consoientious ·objectors in the First World war! 

m~de first-cla.ss mu.):iderers in thls one. 

H1tler',s end was reall~ a massive oruc1fixion. 1n Europe. 
-

Again and agal:n, part10tUarly 1n t·he last. year 01' the war,· 
, .. 

he c~ntradloted his generals, ah~ se~mea s1mply to. be ,.' 

1nd1fferent, to the ,most obvious rules- of strategy. It 1~ 
'. . ::; 

.' . rid1culous to say he was· twrons' ~ot to· stop the war when 
-. A • 

he saw he was losing. He' hadn't th.e a,11ghtest_1nterest in 
t ,.. 

SOCiety, even in German socle~ty, -as an end in itself. To ,say 



.. 

that he was f9roed into war or went l~to it in oraer to 
'. 

solve ~ ohronio ·unempl.oyment ~roblem 1s oompl-etely t,o 
I 

"misunderstand his intention's (&s he virot~ and .spoke them). 

Ful~. emplo~ment as an end in It.selt was ot not the slightest 

interest to him, o:t;he,rwlse he woul'a have haa no quarrel 

w1th halt the people 1n England and Franoe and Ger~any itself 
, 

who oame out against him before the war startec!. 1'0 sa.y 

that his motlvewas in the. end .a peaoeful soo.lety is to -say 

that he agreea w1th the' left-wlng ol'thodo11esot the time 

whioh he -ohlefly dete.sted. 

It is .equally r,ldloulous to say that, England and 

America were f1ghting to rId the world of ·a or1m1a'1 who' 
" ' 

had somehow---h1stbry' 'S m'ost: rem~rkable acclden:t, and quite 

gratu1tous'---got bold bf the ,reins of power.. Europe: had ... 

a liark neoessity tor' Hltler·, a taot whioh it has manage~ 

t.o h1de trom 1ts'elt by transferr1ns all ita wa~su.l1t oil 
J 

to Germany.' 

Nazism w'Jas not a regime with certain grave ,blem~'shes, 

.nor was Hitler a man wh·o maCle oertain unfortunate m1stak~s. 

Naz1sm was oomplete and whole in itse1t, and suooessful. 

It was not ,an ideology, lUte alass socialism. It was e; . 
',W taot: that 1s to· (Jay 1 t dii3 not look forward to an ·1a~al 

society 1n the future, .n~r· dld lt oonsist of' an a.bstraot 

bodyot dootrine. It: was vested in H1tler t :e perfJonal ana 

mystical lea~erQhlp, t~at was its ~.aseno·e. And tne 

Thousand Y~ar ,Reioh was already there'. in .its firs) years; 

it dld not depend'. an some .wltherl,ng awa1 of the State. For 

heroism .m, OOUl'ase~ and· .spsotaol,e now,' Ylere its enda i and . , 

\'tar was the only · means ·to those ends. Thu·s. pr~otloally 

, speal1:lng. the Nazl.tly;st&ln was ~, soolety deaiotbd~ to,the 

task ot ~ing war. -as an. e~d lit itself.' Apilllog1es that 

H1tler ~s atter all 8.' lt1ndly ,Person, or tha.t the mass' deaths 

,i~ the .oonoentration oamps were an aoc1deht of war, are 

'. 
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irrelevant to Nazi,sm. Tbey are only 1nberestlng as 

express10ns of ~u11't. on the par~ of· those who supported 

him. 

The Eu~opean war is quite different from the teohnioal 

war, waged by Ameri a,a or the east e~n oommunlsms. ':Cne 

European waf is a metaphysioal adventure oonneoted with 
A . 

the renewal of. the sense of wonder and mystery, ana the 

idea .ot a fateil oruolfiXion. ohangins the wh<;>le of amant s 
.~ 

fu.ture 1.1te. It- is waged. with the same val-u.ee as those 

wh10h maJIe Europe"s art. I In the end it 1,8 religious. , To 
, .. 

see the ~1ff:ffrenae beu:ween' the, .European war and th·s Teohnioal 

war o'ne only has .. to oompare the works of JU6'nger, Remarques. 

Siegfried Sassoon. Malraux' and Ald1ngton, with a book lUte 

. The Naked and the Dead. The Red Badse Of Courase was stlll 

in t,he European trad1t~on. be1ng the 01ass10al study ot a 

man's struggle against terror towards heroism, and his, 
A 

.development from a helpless pity, andselt pity. to a kind .. 

ot: sto1oal awe and o~mpa8s1ona.te selfl.esaness. ,All, European 

war-books of any depth are aocounts of the Pass1on, f·ull 

of nostalgia for those brier glimpses of mystery. 

tIt there be such a. thing as ghostly rev1s1tatlon of 

this earth," and if ghosts oan traverse t6me and ohoose their 

ground', I would return to the Bois Franoal.s se.otor a.s it was 
'j 

then. • 
-
'As I stepped :,ov er o~e of the Germa.ns an 1mpulse made 

me lift him l1P from. -·the . ~iable ditoh, Propped against 

the .bank, his blond faoe was 'und1sfdlgur,8d', e-xoept by the mud 

jb.1oh I wlpetl from his eyes alld mouth with my ooat sl·eeve ••• 

H'e didn't look to be, more than eighteen. Ho1sting him's. 

11t.tle h1gher, I thought what a ~entle i.ao'e he ha.d, ·a.nd 

remembered that thl,s: waathe first time!' d ever touohed 

one of our enemies with my hand a • ' 

'For me, the idea of death made everythlng vivid and 



I •• 
I 
j' 
I 
I 

• I 

" 

6. 

valuable. ' _ . 
. 'But I' was rewarded by a~ intense 'memorY o~ men whoae 
~ ", 

oOUrase had shown ~e the power 01' the human sPlrlt~--th~t 

splri,t "hloh could withstanCl ~hQ ut~ost· assault. t (EJtcerpts 
~ 

trom 51egfr1~d Sassocm.' ~ Memoirs of an Infantry Of'tloer) 

But the war of the un-European sooiet1es 1s simply the 
~ . 

solut1op bymasse~ attaoks, dep$nd1ns on, a hiSh degree ot 
I • • 

resea·roh, 01' a teo1mloal, proble'm. It 'has no valu6 beyond 

a praotioal value wh10h oan be oaloul"ated on paper. Its· 

splrl.tual oonsequenoes dirfer fl;'om man to man, and they have· 
no t-tnlty. ~o oc5I1lD11nal or re11gious referenoe; the~ are 

,slmply aeparturea t.rom tb.esoo'lal or teohnioal nor.lIl---ma~-

a,dJU8tments. !he books wrlt~en about these teohnioal 

battle. are either s~gas of h~r~1sm or aooounts ot' phys1cal 
: degeneraoy~ 

discomfort ana m~ral ".I .... IIJl~ The re11gious en"d 1s 
-. 

laoking. " 

In the European war there wa's always an erratl0 kInd 

ot deoorum" amo\1nting sometimes to. a kind of l~ove, between 

the two ·s1l1e~J I b.B:ve read ot E'nS11sh sol d1ers 1n the 'f1rst 
" . .t • 

war gettlpg a,ngry wh~n Germans. were abased in. oonversat1on . . . 
at nome, ,_and t felt the same anger .. myself' 1n the#seoon~ war. - . 
But the teohnioal war 1s mero'11essj there 1s no shared 

'oonoept of' the saore~nes8, 01' the human oreature. Prisoners 

are treated ~ell '1t it;, su.its pol loy ; they are no :longer 

thouSht. of.' as the my.stioal.e,nemy·, but a,aunits 01 bar~~lning' 
, power. 

Nazism, -or lndeed aoy Fasoism, :was a" kind of cons'olous 

philosophy ot the European· war, and there,tore', bel.ng de11berate, 

it." was st~1ppea of oompas.s1~n. Th.at was w~ Hl't'ler talke.t1 

like, a torturetS a.nd haunted mQ.n. He was absolutely 
~ 

aea'rcate~ to t~e. t~sk of murder, aa Europe' s ~estlnY. The .. . 

T.~ous'ana Year Re10h was- a drea:m with a tou~oh of Walpursis 
., !-

N1Sht 1n i-t. Ruins were proper ,to 1t, not peaoeful 



suburbia. 'rhis 1s wha1idletlrigb.isheO h1s so01alism trom -

all other forms~- his dlot~torship from that ot the oommunists. 

The Genera];s were aston1shed when he showed a oomplete d1~­

regard for the common 10g10 ot strategy, beoause they haa 

never realised that. tor him strategy was 'simply the'. se:rvant 

of ,8 mystioal destiny which had satisfaotions tar b,eyona those 

ot oonquest. War was never tor him a teohnioal struggle 

between ~wo sides. It was essentially 'a mystery for him, 

and---though we f!J.Ely,' not like. to use this word 1n oonneotion 

witb a man who looked to us 11ke . an embod1ment ot the devU---

'it waS,the Passion. 

Hie struggle fO,r power was the olimax of a re11gious 

oris18 that had been develop1ng in the Christian wo~la since 
. 

the elghteenth oentury, and of whioh the growth of huge oities, 

th'e establishment of an abstraot uniformity of lite a,nd 

behav10ur over formerly distinot plaoes eaoh with .its sptrlt, 

and the pursuit .t speoial intellectual or teo.hnioal ends 

instea~ of the old all-inolusive or ,religious ories, were the 

oauses. H1tler broke, open'th1s uniform1ty by intelleotually 

infur1ating people to, tight eaoh other.' For the intelleot 

wa:s the last great souroe. of 'energy in, the post-religious 

world. And he oalled 1ts deliberate inoitement 'propaganda'. 
-. 

The result was tha~ almost every man went into the war with 

a furious l'ntelleotual< lm~e betore him of 'the enemy', and 

this image ma.Cle it pos.slble tor h1m to shoot, disembowel, 

rape, bomb or massa·ore 'ona stupendous soale other people 'who 

~ere from muoh the same k1n~ot peaoeful suburb1'a a~ himself. 

In the oourse of the war thousanas of square miles ot orops 

were burnec5, millions ot homes 'were pil~aged, bo~bs_, we-re 

aropped 'tor luOk' on houses far from1ndustr~al or mi11tary 

targets. And all this was aone by people whose' per~onal 

manners, were p.robably ~ore peaoeable and su1:?dued than 

those of any previous generation 1n Ohrlsten-d-om. In order to 



I. ~ 

a. 

d.o4t 
Lthey hac to ~&*t~ve In, ,.,t, mentally,.Ant3 thl~. H1tle:t;' 

- taught them, t·o ~o.. He auoceede.a in inoitins' to 'h kln~ ot 

m.~a·ness not only h1s own ~ubJeot8" not onJ.y ~he Lithuanians 

and -Ukra'~nlans he put in oharge of some ot theoonoentrat1on 

oa-mps an~ who were sa.ld to be th.e most re.oklessly brutal of 

al~,_ but every race,_ olass: and' group in' Europe, and after ,th~t 

in the whole world. 

It seemed wrltten ,in' the tate of Europe. Before the' 

war started eduoated young men went to Spain 'to fight 

Faso1sm' and as otten as not. seemed to go in order to kill 

and riSk being kll1e~, in orQ'er to get the smell and touoh 

ana quiokness. of a real. ex,per1enoe as opposed to the unheroio 

·ted1um ot their lives before, when· they had been unmoved by 

rellg1ouete.er11~s. Almost. every book tq have -oome out· of 

that oivil war dwells' with fasoination orl. the simple details 

of battle ' i lit as· 11' they were ends in themselves, with the 
pol it 1 cal 
.tuan._aul att1tudes a.s merely tormal ~-ustlf~oatlon. (1) 

It· was as it these young men sald to the.mselves, 'At last, 

with these 11oe, th1s exposure to bitter ~ola. wlthqut 

aaeq~ate .tood' or oiothlng, these bullets and hand-grenades 

and~tra1n-loads of wounded men, at last I teel rea'l. loan 

fe·al the· life in my body. "My o'ompas~sion 1s stlrr.ed, as well 

~amy hatred and love. , I am fuhotlorilng properly". 
~ to,.'-_ I. 

I aa am 

not 11v1ns th~ deatli:"llf'e Of a middle oiass youth •••. f And 
..... 

that was the burde'n at Hltler's message to mi.-dale olass 
r 

Europe, you arentt alive until you go to war, only muder 

'" will br,~ng YOll back to lite. 

I . • 

(1) See Orwell fS HomaS6 to CataloN-a; Part· xl.l~ where 
.e 

he dr.soribes his sensations wh~ 'he was sho't in the ba-ok ot 
J.. 

the neok. 

---_ .. - -----~-------------------
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Dur1ng the· l'hlrt.le s people's lnteUe ot s 1;>eoame 
, ~ 

inore.aslnglyenrased, and his • propaganda' had' a ,remarkably' 

quiok ~ucoa.8s. BOis· own. ·pedple Dega.n seriously to believe 

that 'non-Ar,Y arts' were b;y· original nature infer"lor, but 

~hls. was n~.thlng to the. number of people outside Germany 

who ~ame to be.11·eve that ··1tha· Germane'were by orig1nal 

na~ure 1nferior. Wh.en the 'youngm~n who went to Spain 

~ound t~at the Fala.~lstsd1ff·ered from ,the Republioa.ns 

only in the faot that they'ralsed. their fists in ·the sa.lute 

.1nateE!ld of the pal~s ot· theip hands, th--ey were ~aken abaklk: 

they ll~~t rea11sed, apparently, that ~hey 'were human 

creat'UI'es tool I-n btl1ezw words, the1r oontaot w·lth. rea11ty 

was always th~ouSh the' brlln. 

saply an idea for" them, 'a,S they themselv~s were simply an 
, 

toea tor the. Falangl*1is. Georse Orwell wanted !t·o k1ll a 

Fasoist t. - Only slowly, and with pain ana. regret, 41d he 
-

realise that this meant 'to kill a human oreature'. Somehow 
. looked L J< 

1·t: 'hadn'1J1UaB the s"ame. Hitler e~o1,ted this intelleotual 
~ 

obsesa1lJenessto t.he· point wh"ere hardly ·a ',vorker or business 
~ 

ma.nor peasant was. 'left untQuohed by it. The people who 

()rept beyond the forwa~Q l1neS to have a .look a~ ,~ German", 

with a.w~,: hearts, beatins .fast, we:r.e t~e suooeeSDrs of the 

y'ou·ns men who peeped above &rampa.rt to hLlve a look at, a 

I Faia~1st t or' a 'Oommun~at t~ •. 
... .... 

~ Even paoifism lie. rendered trtvolous. IA the Fl.ret 

Vtorl'd War it eeeIQ.ed an .intelligent enough atti tude---you · 

Just didn't see why all theee. peoplG should be killed • 

. But in this war yoilroonso1enoe "was held up to ransom. 

Wer"e c you. aot uall.y prepared to .. stand by while millions upon 

ml111onsof people were slaughteited. on a strictly worked 
. . ' . 

out manHfaoturlQa baB~s., foJ.' theprOduQ:t1on of floor-felt, 

~oap and artif.1oal· manure? Every moment you ael1berate~ . 

t a few more h~ndred died. To remain a paoifist you needed 
f. 
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to hard~n yourself intelleotual.ly, wPl:?h r. was preoisely 'what 

theo..thers---the: ~urderers-""were doillS. There w"a,s no way 
. .' /. 

out., It wasn't. ehou6~ to ha.ve~n lntelleot~al system. 
... 

,H1tler brok~ through all that, in a wor1d that wa.s .. fas't 
v-

~omipg to look i1ke a .hugeteobn1oal o'rgan1sat'1on. Even 

. now we teel a kind ot hushecS awe and dread at the sound ot' 
. . 

his, voloe. touohed pe~ha:ps with a 'vague yearn1ng' ana nost8J.Sla, 

11ke domesti0 animal.s who ra~se tbeir heads and l1sten to a 

w~ld ary 1n the d1atanoe ... 

Onl~ afterw~ds raid we be'sin t~ reokon UP. what had 

happened·,- .and what~our hand11, as; 11' ~lsembodlea trom our 
.' 

peaoeable, Boola! selves, had been made t,o do. Now,~, 
.. .. It' _ -, <'I 

~our per1o~ of recoilect~~n (ra.ther qu1et, llowever nolsyour 
r, ' 

technloal.inventlons,' ahd perhaps in .'lnv
r
erse- ratio to the1r , . ... -

t.· "" 
nbts'.), we are 'won-der1ns again' about, the ends of life, beyond' 

., , ~ . 

power ant}" soa1ety. - ~he 'world 1s no l·onser oornmodltles, 
, , , 

r] , wase-paoketsand intelle·otual, syst~me· tor the management of 
" t ;Of" 

.men. Our r~llg1"o.us ~as~ 'gives us all i'he questions we ask, 
. ,. 

but' wa are <'-.ented an,yot t~e firm answers. We are surrounaed 

again' by ID3stery. Teohnioal power has exple"lnea nothing.' 

Upwards ot. 16 m1111orl, people dled in the last war---most of 

th,m 1hthe most'dreadful torture and paln---t~keep that 

mystery before 'us. 

1. 

t, 

.: 

'. 


