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The sibth and torpor of Europe after.léiB, the utter
banﬁrupfcy of its religion, gave rise to a secohd war which,
unlike the firsﬁ, did not spare the civilian populationse.
Hitler was the instrument of this war. He led a revolt
Lagaiqst a world where all sense of mystery seemed to have
. .departed, where everything was a moneyﬁrelation; . where

there were ho longer ansgékén loyalties between-people;

as betweén poblemen'an@.their retaliners, and no longer
‘hoom for<prowess; ;né?inct and courage. It seemed more
and more an ignominious world where everyone Qas grubbipg
about for a better standard 6f livinge. This i1s what gave
INazIsm its backward-looking, archalc appearancé, as if it
were tryilng to revive artificialiye--in_a middle class
soclety--=linstinctive tles which no longer existed. But
yhere was one activity that -was not a bit artificial and
which alwa&é brought pedple to their feet,,eveh at the
expense 'of their pleasures: and.that was war, the fascinating
mystery of_deaﬁhwhanging ovér a whole continent. The
artifical soclety created by Hitler was oniy a preparation
for this.

The slbth and money-gbseesion in Europe ;é;(such that

at last, had there not been a war, it might have become a
kind of hxXmazkrd Switzerland bloated with goods, where faces
. gréw more and more abstract, the relations between people
more and more practicél in a deadly wa&; where words like
crucifixiqp would have become merely silly. Even the First
' World War had failed to shake Europe out of its religious
bankruptecy, because 1t did not reach the civilian populations.

Had not war‘begn his message, ﬁis ralson d;etre and his
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dream, Hitler would have been the leader of a' Switzerland

¥

- play-acting a past century,.with specéacular uniformsg and

’hysticai speeches. English audiences would have continued

to laugh at him in the cinémas; whereas, after ;940,Wthey

- sﬁopped abruptly. He was never interested in peadée; he

equated it with the sloth he had risen up ih arms against.

. The middle classes were 80 eagy to deal with, he once saidgd,

because they would do-anything for peace. Even hls own

subljects did noﬁ seem to realise what he was saying; But.

-

neither his own subjects nor the rest of Europe showed
anything more than a formal, hegitation %hen the time came
to murder, proGidedﬁthey’had the weapons to mu}der with.
It‘took oﬁly a few monthé; during the Maginot Line period,

: . Jarw nhe ' .
for the morals of sloth to hssyﬂe his morals=--=the morals‘of
murder. For the latter grew fat on,the‘former{' Thousands
upon thouéands of people ‘had their revenge 1in that war;for
the tédium---stripbed'of glgnity,‘Godless and-mechan@cal-—f 1‘l
of their lives before. | "

Nazlsm was all the violence and anger and mystery of

“6ldvEdrope up in arms against the paralysing orthodoxy of

a Godless Christendom. It exaggerated. It shouted abuse

and stamped its feet melodramatically. Germany's madness

was that of a country 'swollen with metaphyslcs in a Europe
’ where metaphysics was fast.eoming to mean ‘simply a failure

‘to make money. ‘The more apathetic. the rest of Europe,

the louder Hitler shouted. ‘
He really éoverned the whole of Europe, if not the
world, between 1933 and 1945, In the first year oﬁfthe r

war there were articles in English newspéapers asking

" whether it was moral to bomb civilian populations. The

thought was horrifylng to Germans, degsplte Hitler, as to

Enélishmen and Americanse. But not many months later the

v‘masgeq ralds on German citles began and thousands of women

and children were blown to pileces or burned to death. It
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was as 1f this were the deetin& for which Europe as a

R

community had been Waiting since ‘the twentles.

*

Hitler was convinced that Europe WOuld find its herolsm

rand-dignityin a war. He was proved right. The old upper

,dlaeees woke up-ﬂrom ﬁheir'melanchély dozing and produced

-

-~

' leaders again; workiAg people forgot their strikes. and their
“wageupackéte. . Everybody was together again, in a community.

Clase hatreds---the most bitter personal hatreds of our epoch--=-

were almost laid asleep. Clean young gentlemén found that

d'tﬁey ¢ould drop bombs on people they had never seen without

turning .a hair. Peoﬁie were jocular, lively and helpful.
The First World War was’ a ‘tedious mass murder of troops
on a static line, day after day;. 1t was ' killing a man in

another trench---a man like yourself-*-for a reason you were

N o

never really clear about. But this war was different.

: People really wanted to fight in this one. Young men.in

+

“w

Germany could fight for the -Third Reich, and if that sdunded

e silly to them they could fight for the feeling that Hitler

had given Germany a bit of dignity 1n the world. .~ Anad
people like myself, on the other side, could fight against

tne maeeacre of people by gae-chamber and furnace, or

against a regime which answered the words Christ or art with

a kick in the teeth. Our eqnseiences were. all involved.

. "Thoge of us=-==English or French or Germarn---who would have

‘“made good conscilentious objectors in the First World War

made first-claespmurderers in this'one.

*

Hitler s énd was really a maesive crucifizxion in Europes

o + "

Again and again, particularly in the last year of the wab,
he«eontradicted hig generals, and seemed‘simply to be

indifferént to the most obvious rules of strategy. It isg

~ridiculous to say he was fwrong' not to etop'the war when

he saw he” was losing. He hadn't the slightest intéreeﬁ in -’

-~

soeiet&; éven in German soclety, ae an end kn 1itself. To say

-



that he was forced into war or went 1into it 1n.5rder to
~solve a bhroﬁic uneﬁplpyment probiem is completely to '
miaundersbanq‘ﬁis ;ntentions (és hé‘w?oge ahd spoke them). .
Full emplopmehtlas an end in itself w§§ g£ not the slightesf
interest ?é'ﬁim, Sﬁherwise he. would hévefhad no quarrel
) w;th‘half the peopls 1n England and France,aﬂd Germany itselr
who came out against him.before the war starteds To say
that his: motive was in the end a peaceful society is to say
that ne agreed_with the left-wing orthodoxies of the time
which he chiefly detested. ) '

© It is equaily ridiculous toxsay that Engléndﬂéna'
America were Pighting to rid the world: of a crimimal who
had somehow---history's most remarkable accident, and quite
gratuitous-~~got hold of the reins ‘of power. Europe had
a dark necessity for Hitler, a fact which it has managed
4o hide from itself by transferring all its war-guilt on
to Germany. '

Nazism was ngt a reglme with certaiﬁ grave blemishes,
nor was Hitler a man who made Certéin unfortunate mistakess
Nazism.waq complete and whole in itself, and successful.

It was not ah ideology, like class socialism.. It wasLaJ_
fact: £nat is to say it did not look forward to an ideal
soclety in the £Uturé, nor did it consist: of an abstract
body of doctrine. It was vested in Hitler's personal and
mygtical leadership; that was its essence.-l And the
Thbugand YearﬁReibh was already there, in its firsy years;
1t did not depend .on somé withering away of the State. .For
héroism now, courage‘and spectacle now, were its ends; and
war wag the only means to those ends. Thus, prdctically
speaking, the Nazi system wa.s a' society dedicq’qi'to the
task of ﬁ%&lng war, as an end in itself. Apmlosles that

_ Hitler was after all a kindly person,ﬂpr that the mass deaths
in tﬁe cohcéntration camps were an accldent of war, are

f
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irrelevant to'Nazisq. They arernly 1nbereeting as
expresslions of_guilt, cn the parg of those who supported
hime '

The EurOpeen war 1slqu1te different from the technical
war waged by America or the eastern communisms. ' The

European wad is a metaphysical adventure connected with

‘u
o3

- the renewal'of tue.sense ofﬁwonder and mystery, and the
ddea of a fated crucifiziqn,jcpangrns the whole 6f a man's

futufe life. It is waged with the same values as those

i which make Europe's art. In‘the end it is religious.. To,
see- the difference between the European war and the Technical
uar ode'On;y hae'to compare the'worke of Juehger; Remarques,
Siegfried Sassoon, Malraux éqd'Aldihgtcn, with a book like

The Naked and the Déad. vghe'Reg'Badéeaof Courage was still

. 1n the European tradition, being the.clessicel study of a
mad'e.struggle agaiuet terro; towarde‘heroiem, and his
development from a helpless .pity, ahg self=plty, to a kind
of;eteicdl'awe endlcdméaesiodate eeltleeeness. All Europeen
war-books cfieny depth are accounts of the Passion, full

of nostalgia for those brief g&impsee of myetery.»

'If there be such a thing as ghostly revieitation of
this earth, and if ghosts can.traveree,tdme and choose thelr
grgund, I wculd"réturn to:the'Boie Frengals sector as it was
then. o A d . ) L .

-

'Ae I stepped over one. of the Germans an impulse made

~

me.lift h;m up from the miealable ditch, Propped against

. the bank,mhis blond face was undisfmgured, except by the mud °
' #hich I wiped from his eyes and moutn With my coat sleevBees
He didn't look to be more than eighteen. Holsting him a
,little higher, I thought what a gentle face he had, and ,

remembered that this, was the first time I d ever touched

one of our: enemiee with my hands.

'"For me, the 1dea of death made everything vivid and

o N . ¢
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valuable,' -
'Buth was rewarded by an intense memory of:men_whose'
cbqraée‘had ghown me the powef of the human splrit---that

spirit which could withstand the'utgoet assaults’' (Excerpts -

from~éiegffied Sassenhfs-Memoirs of‘aq Infantry 6ff1cer[
Bﬁivthe war of.the-gheEuropean gsocleties is simbly-the
"sdlution by massed attacks, depending on a high degree of
research, of a. technlcal problem. " It has no value beyond
a practical’ value which cah. be calculated on paper. ( Its
gpiritual consequences‘differ f;om man to man, end they - have
no unifb} no”communal or relfsiouS'reference; they are
simply departures from the social or eechnical norm---mal-
adjustments. . The books written about~theee technlcal
battles are either sagas of heroism or accounts of physical
: degeneracy .
) disqomfpre an moral ABZRARGERARI The religiéus end 1is

lackiné.-“ ] | ‘ 3

A Y

In-the Eurepean war thére was-always .an erratic'kind"

‘ of decorum, amouinting sometlmee to d kind of 1ove, between

" the two sides, I have read of English sol'dlers in the first
"'war getting angry when Germans were abused 1in- conversation
at home, and I felt the same anger myself in the seeond War.
.éut the!techpical‘wer'1slmercilese; there 1is no .shared
concept of the sacredness ef the;human creature. Prieoners
are treated well 1if 1t. sults policy; sthey are no longer
thought of as the,mystical enemy, but as units of banﬁgaiqlng

power. b i T s " N . -
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Nazismn, or 1pdeed any Faacismﬂ'was a kiﬁdeof consclous
bhilosephy of‘ehe Euroﬁean war,:ana therefore; eelng deliberate,
it was stripped of compassion. ~ That was why Hltler talked
1ike a tortured and haunted man. He was absolutely
dedicated to the task of murder, as Europe's. destiny. The )
Thousand Yean Reich ﬁaé a dream with,e to&ch‘of'ﬂalpurgis

Night in it. Ruins were proper to it, not peagefuIL
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suburbia. This is what distinghished his so¢iallism from

4ll other forms, his @ictatorshlp from that of the cbmmunlsts.
N The Generals were astonished when he showed a oompleté dia-
regard for the oommoo logic of strategy, beoauoelthey pad

- | never péaliseﬂ-thét fo%*hid?stratégy waS'simply‘@ho servant

= of a mystioél destlny which‘had satisféotions far-beyond tpose
' of conquest. War was never fof‘him'a technicalAstruggle
‘ between t%o sldese 1t ﬁas essentlally a mystery for him,
and---though we may not 1ike'to use this word in connection
with a man who.looked to us like an embodiment of the devile-=
, it was the Passion.

i ’ ' His struggle for. power was the climax of a religious
crisis.that had .been developing in the Christian world. since
the eighteeoth century, and-owahioh the groﬁth of.huge citles,
the establishment of an abstract Bnifofmrty of 1life and

~ bahaviour over formerly distindét  places each with its spirit,

and the pursuit of speoial ijhtellectual or- technioal ends

- instead of the old all inclusive or religious ones, were the

cauoos. Hltler broke open this uniformity by intellectually
infuriating people to fight eaoh other. For the intellecq
was the last great,source of energy in the post-religious
world. :lAnd he called 1£sxdeliberate incitement :propaganda'.

-

The pesﬁlt was that almost every man went into the war with
::b ' C a furious-lntelleotual image before him of 'the eqemy',.and
thlis 1mage made i% possible for himfto shoo%, disembo%él,
rape, bomb -or massacre on a“stupondous scalo othér peoplehwho
were from much the same kind of peacéful suburbia ag himself.
In the course of the war thousands of squore‘ollps of}cﬁops
were burned,.millionsiof-ﬁomeé We;o pillageﬁ,‘bomos were

¥

:drobped "for ‘luck' on houses far' from industrial or ﬁiliﬁary

, ) targets. And all thls was done by people whose personal

manners were probably more peaceable and subdued than-

those of any previous generation in Christendom. In opg .
[ ] .. erl o
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‘{they had to believe in it, mentally. And this Hitler

taught them to doe He succeeded in inciting to a kind of
madness not only his own subjects, not only phe Lithuanians
and Ukrainians he put in charge of some of the concentration
camps and who were sald to be the most recklessly brutal of
all, bup every race, class and group in Europe, &and afﬁér that
in the whole world.

It seemed written in the fate of Europe. Before the
war started educated young men went to Spain 'to fight
Fagclem' and as often as not seemed to go in order to kill
and'risﬁ being killed, in order to gét the. smell and touch
and quickness of a real experience as opposed to the unheroic
tedium of thelr lives before, when they had been unmoved by

|
réligious feelingse. Almqst every book to have come out of
that civil war dwells with fascination on the simple detalils

of battle mimmmt as if they were ends in themselves, with the
politlcal |
XnkRkXiazinax attitudes as merely formal justificatlon. (L) |
It was as 1f these young men sald to themselves, 'At last,
with these lice, this exposure to bltter cold, wiihout‘
adequate food or clothing, these bullets and hand-grenades
and train-loads qf wounded men, at last I feel real. I can
feel the life in my body. My compassion is stifred, as well
as my hatred and love. I am functioning properly. I ax ah
not living the death-life of a middle class youtheoo'  And
that was the burden of Hitler's message to middle cléss
r

Europe: you aren't alive gntil you go to war, only mgeen

will bring you back to life.

(1) See'Orwell's‘Homage‘to Catalonia, Part Xil,»whefe

e -~ .
he %fscribes.his sensations when he was shot in thé back of

the necke
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.*  During the Thirties people's intellects became

1ﬂcreasingly enraged, and his 'pfepéganda' had & remarkably

quick success. Hls'own people began seriously to belleve

that "non-Aryans' were by original nature inferior, but
this was nothing to the number of people outside Germany
who came to believe that 'the Germans' were by original

nature inferior. When the young men who went to Spain

. found that the Falangists differed from the Republicans

only in the fact that they raised their fists in the salute.

1hstéad of the palms of their hands, they were taken abak:

'they haﬁg t realised, apparently, that, they were human

creatures too! + In other words, thelr contact with reality
was always eh;ough the brain. The "Falanghits' were
eimﬁly an 1ldea for ﬁnem, ee they_theﬁselves‘were eimply an
idea for the Falanghsts. George Orwell wanted. 'to ki1l a
Fesciet'." Only sloely, 4nd with pailn angd regrei, did he

‘realise that this meant 'to kill .a human creature's ° Somehow

looked o

. it hadn't ZRa the same. Hitler excited:tnis intellectual

obeessigenees to the ﬁoﬁnt where hardly a workér or business )
man or‘peasant was left untouched by-it. The people who
crept. beyond the forwdrd -lines to have a look at - German N
with ewe, hearts beating fast, were*the succeasnre ‘of the )
young menawho peeped above a rampart to have a look at a .
'Falansist' or a 'Communist'.

- Even pacifism he rendered frivolous. " In'the First
World War it seemed an intelligent enough attitude---you
Just didn't see-why all these people should be killed.

Buf in thie.war your consclence was'held up to ransome.

Were &ou actually prepared to stand-.by while millions upon;
millions of people were slaughteﬂed, on a spric$ly worked
out manufacturing basis, for the production of floor-felt,
soep‘and*areificai manure? Every mo@enﬁ you deliberated

a- few more hundred died. To remain a pacifist you needed
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to harden yourself 1ntellectually, whkch was precisely what
thé others-~--the murdereps---were doing. There was no way
out. ‘AIﬂ wash't engggh t; have an intellectual s&stem.

Hitler broke tﬁrough all that, in a world that was fast

coming to look like é huge technical organigatién. Even

now we feel a kind of hushed awe and dread at the sound of

‘his voice, touched perhaps with a vague yearning and nostalgia,
like domestic animals whé railse their heads and listen to a
wild cry in the‘distance:

Only afterwards did we begln to reckon up what had
happened, and what our hands, as if disembodied from our
peaceable, goeial‘selves, had been made to do. Now, in
our perlod of recollection (rather quiet, however noisy our
teghnical.invéhtions, and perhaps in inverse ratio to their
no%se), we are wondering again about the ends of 1life, beyond
pdwer‘and soclety. The ﬁorld is no longer commodities,
wage-packets and intellectual systems for the management of
mene. Our qeligious past gives us all the éuegtions we ask,
but we are denlied any of the firm answers. We are surrounded
aéain b&imystery. Technical power has explained nothinge.
Upwards of 16 million people died in the last war=--most of
them in the most dreadful torture and paln=-=-to keep that

mystery before us.
[
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The sloth andytqrpof of Europe after 1918, the utter
bankruptcy of its fel%sion. gave rise to a second war which,
unlike the first, d1d not spare the civilian populdtions.
Hitler was the lnstrument of this war. He led a revolt
'agalnst a world where all senae{of my stery see@ed to have
"dapart?d, wpere everything was a money-relation; where
there weré no longer unspoken loyéltlee between pedple,’
as between noblemen and their retalners, and no longer
boom for prowess, ?nsﬁinctaand aourage. It seemed more
and more an 1gnom1niou§"wor}d where everyone was srdbbing‘ |
about. for a better'standard of iiving. This 1s what gave
Nazism 1ts backward-looklng, archale appearanoe, as if 1t
were trying to revive artifioially---in a middle class
soclety---inatinctive ties which no longer ezisted. But
there was one actlvlty that was not a bit artificial and
which always brought people to their feet, even at the
expense of thelr pleasures: and that wag WAar, the faaoinatins
mystery of death hanging over a whole continent. The
aréifical séoiet& oreated by Hitler was 6nly a prepgration
for this. : ‘
The sloth and money-obsegsion in Europe ;E% such that
at last, had there not been a war, it might have become a-
kind of Wxmxxmdl Switzerland bloated with goods, where faces
grew more and more abstract, the relations between people
more and more practical in a deadly way; -where words like -
crucifixion would have become merely silly. Even the First
World War had falled to shake Europe 6ut of its rellgious
bankruptey, because it did not reaéh.the ecivilian populations.
Had not war been his message, hils raisonrd'ékge and his

1
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dream, Hitler would have been the leader of a Switzerland
play-acting a past century, with spectacular uniforms and
mystical speeches. English audiences would have cbnﬁlnued
to laugh at him in the c¢ineémas; whereas, after 1940, they
stopped abrupply; ' He was never interested in peace; he
equated it with the sloth he had risen up in arms agalinste
The middle.glasseb‘ware 80 easy to deéi,with, he once sald,
becauss. they would do anything for peace. Even his own
subjeots did not séem to realise Qhat he was saying. But
neither his own subjects nor the rest of Europe showed
anything more than a formal hesitation when the time came

to murdef, provided they had the weapons to murder with.

It toox"onlyra few months, during the Maginot Line period, .
for the morals of sloth to w his morals---the morals of
mupder. For the latter gre;'fat on the former. Thousands
upon thousands of people had their revenge in that war for
the tedium---stripped of dignity, Godless and mechanical---
of their lives before. ' '

Naziem,waé all the. violénce and anger and‘mystery of
©0ld Europe up in arms asa¥nst thé paralysing orthodoxy of ‘
a’ Godless Christendom. It éxaggerated. It shouted abuse
and etaéﬁed its feet melodramatically. Germany's madness
was that of a country swollen with metaphysics iﬁ a Europe -
where metaphysics was fast coming to mean simply a failure
to make money. . The‘moré apathetic.the.rest of. Europe,
the louder Hitler shouteds

He. réally governed the whole of Europe, if not the
world, between 1933 and 1945, In the first year of the
war there were articles in Engllsh newspapers asking-
whether it was moral to bomb civilian populations. The
‘thought was horrifying to Germans, despite Hitler, as to
Enslishmed and,Americans; But not many months later the
massed ralds on German oltlies began and ?housanﬁSQOf'wdmen

and children ‘were blown to pleces or burned to death. It
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was as 1f this were the destiny for which Europe as a
community had ﬁeen walting since the twenties.

Hitler was convinced that Europe would find its héroism
and diéniﬁy in a ware xHe ﬁas.proved.right., The old uppser
clagses woke up from £heir melanéholy.dozing‘and produced
leaders agaln; workins_people forgot their Btrikes and their
wage-packets. Everybodj was together'aggin. in a 0oﬁ9unity.
*  Clags hatreds--thé most bitter persohal hatreds of our ;pdbh---
r-were almost lald asléep. ‘Clean young'séntlempn found.fhgt

phey‘ooulé drop bombs onfpeople thay had .never geen withou%
- turning a hair. ©People were Jocuiarg lively and helbful.

The First World Wap wga'a tedious mags murder of troops
‘on a static line, day after day; ;t’was killing a man in

" another trénch;--a man like yourself---for a reason you were
never really clear abouts But this war was different.
People really wanted to fight in ﬁﬁia one. Young men in
Germany could fight for the Third Reich, and if that soundeh~
8llly to them- they could fight for the feeling that Hitler
had given Germany a bit of dignity An the rorld. And
people like myself, on the other side, could fight against
the massacre of people by gas-chamber and furnace, or
against a regime which answered the words Christ or art with

"a'kieck in the teeth. Our consclences were all involved.
Those of us---English or French or Geérman---who would have
made good consclentious 6bjectors in the First ﬁorld War®
made first- class murderers in this one.

Hitler's end wag really a massive orucifixion 1n Europe .
Again and again, particularly in the last year of the war,
he contradioted his generals, and seemed simply to. be ‘
indifferent to the most bbvious rules of stratesy.' It is
ridiculous to say he was- {wrong' qot‘to-stop the war when
he saw he was losing. H; hadn;t the slighiebt interest in -

sooiety, even in German society, as an and in itself. To.éay
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that he was forced into war or went into it in order to

solve a chronlic unemployment probzem ls completely to

-misunderstand his intentions (as he wrote and spoke them).

Full emplojment as an end in itself was of not the slightest

interest to him, otherwlsé he would have had no gquarrel

" with half the people in Ensland and France and Germany itself

who came out against him:before the war starteds To séy
that his motive was in the end.a peaceful socliety is to-say -

that he agreed with the left-wing orthodoxles of the time

. which he chiefly detested.

It is equally ridiculous to say that England and
America wers fighging to rid the world of a orimimal who

'haa somehow~=-=history's mbsﬂ’remarkable accident, and quite

gratultoug-~-got hoid:bf the relns of power. .Europe had -
a dark n609551ﬁy for Hitler, a fact whioch it has managed

to hide from itself by transferring all its war-guilt on -
to Germany. ' |

Nazlsm was not a reégime with certain grave‘blemléhea..

.nor was Hitler a man who made certain unfortunate mistakes.

Nazism was complete and whole in itself, and successful.

1t was not_a; ideology, like class soclalism,. It was &
faoct: that is to gay it did not look forward to an-ideal
goclety in the future, nor did 1t conelst of an abstraoct
body of dootrine. It was vestéd in Httler'klpersonai and
mystical leadership; that wag its éaaenoe.A And the
Thousand Year Relch wa.s alréad; there; in its firsy years;
it 414 not depénd on some withering away of the State. For
heroismwngg, courase,;ﬁd-sbectacle‘ggﬂ; were its endsf and
war was ﬁhé-dnly'maaﬁé to those ends. Thus, pfactically *l
speaking, the Nazi_syﬁtam was a soolety dedic;%é% to the
task of m ing war, -as an.eﬁd i itself.. Apdlogies that
Hitler was after all a kindly person, or that the‘maﬁs'dgaths

in the ooncentration camps were an accldenht of war, are
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irrelevant to Nazlsm. They are only inberesting as
expressions of gullt, on the parg of- those who supported
him. '

The European war is qulte different from the technical
way waged by America or the eastern communisms. The
Eufopean.wdf'is a metaphysical adventure connected with
the rgnewal of the sense of wopder and mystery, and the
1&ea_of a fated crucitlﬁion, changing the whole of a man's
future life. It 1s waged with the same values as thoae*
which male Europe‘s art. . In the end it is religious. To
Bee the Aifference behweén:the,Européah war and the Technical
~ war one only has.to compare the works of Juenger, Remarques,
8legfried Sassoon, Malraux and Aldington, with a book like
The Naked and the Dead. The Red Badge of Courage was still
in the European tradition, being the olassical study of a
man's struggle against terror towards heroism, and his .
development from a helpless pity, and self pity, to a kind
of - stolcal awe and compasslondte selflessness. - All European
war-books of any dépth are accounts of the Passion, full
of nostalglia for those brief glimpses of mystery.

k 'If thers be such & thing as ghostly revisitation of
this ;arthf and 1f ghosts can traverse téme and'chdose their
ground, I would return to the Bols Frgpcais geotor as it was
then,' l ?

' ;Ae I stepped:qver one of the Germans an impulse made
me llft him up from,the.dié§%gble ditch, Propped against
the bank, his blond face was undisfhgured, except by the mud
ghich I wiped from hls eyes and mouth with my ocoat sleeves..
. He didn't look to be mofe than eighteen. Holsting him a
1ittle higher, I thought what a gentle face he had, and
remembered that this was the first time I'd ever touched
oné of our enemies with my hands.' .

'For me, thé idea of death made everything vivid and

-~




valuable,' ‘ - 1

" -'But I was rewarded by an intense memory of men whose
courage had shown me the power of tﬁe human spirit=---that
spirit which could withstand the utmost- agsault.' (Excerpts

from Slegfried Sassonn's Memoirs of an Infantry Officer)
But the war of the un-European societles is aiﬁply the

solution by massed attacks, depending on a high degree of

research, of a technical problem. It has no valué beyond

a praotical value wh;ph oan be ocalculated on paper. Its

spiritual consequences differ from man to man, and they have

no unity, no edmminal or religious reference; they are

-simply departures from the aodi&l or technical nonm--;mal-

adjustments. The books written about these technlcal

battles are elther sagas of heroism or accounts of phyaical
degeneraoy .
discomfort and moral lnsnnnqznzz The religious enﬁ is

a4 ey

lackins. -

In the European war there was always an erratic kind
of decorum,. amountins sometimes to a kind of love, between
the two aidea, I have read of English eoldiers in the first
war ééttiég angry when Germans,Were abusged 1nlcaﬂversation
at home, .and I felt the same anger. myself in the’ second wars
But the tedhnical.war;ls,mercileea; there 1is no‘shared
soncept of the sacrednesé<of the human creature., ' Prisoﬁers
ére treated well if 1t.suits policy; they are no longer
thougﬁ& of. as tha'myatiéal-Qnemy, but as units of bafgéq£n1n51

power.

Naziém,»or indeéd any Fascism, was & kind of conscious

" philosophy of the European war, and therefore, being deliberate,

it was stripped of compassion. That was why Hitler talked

like a tortured and haunted mane. He was absolutely

dedicated to the task of murder, as Europe's destiny. The

Thoueanﬁ Year Reich was.-a dream with a touoch of Eélpurgis
hig@t in 1it. Bufns,were proper toiit, not péaoeful

13
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suburbia. ThHis is what distinghished his socialism from

all other forms, his dictatorship from that of the communists.
The Generals were asténiahed when he showed & complete dis-
regard for the common loglsc of strategy, because they had
never realised that for him strategy was -simply the servant
of a mystical destiny which had satisfactions far bsyond those
of conquest. War was never for him a technical struggle
beéween two sides. It was essentlally a mystery for him,
and---though we may not like to use thlis word in connection
w}th a man who looked to us like an embodiment of the devile-=-
1t was the Passion.

Hls atruggle'for power was the olimax of a religlous
ocrisls that had been aevelOpins in the Christian world slnce‘
the eighteenth century, and of which the growth éf huge oities,
ﬁhe establishment of an abstract uniformity of life and
bahaviour over formerly distinct places each with its spirit,
a&d the pursuilt af'speoialvintelleotual or technical ends
instead of the old all-inclusive or religious ones, were the
causes. Hitler broke open this uniformity by intellectually
infurlating people to. fight each other. For the intelleot
was the last great source of energy in the post-religious
world. And he called its deliberate incitement propaganda'
The result was that dlmost every man went into the war with
a furiois intellectual. image before him of 'the enemy', and
‘this image made it possible for him to shoo%. disembo%el.
rapeé, bomb or massacre ‘on & stupendous scale other people who
were from much the same kind of peaceful suburbia as himself.
In the oourse of the war thousands of square miles of corops
were burned, millions of homes were plllaged, bombs were
dropped 'for luck' on houses far from industrial or military
tarseta.‘ And all this was done by people whose pérqonal
manners were probably more peaceable and subdued fhan

those of any previous saheration in Christendom. In order to
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dot - - .

Zthey had to M in it, mentally. .Ai:ld_ this Hitler

- taught them to do. He succeeded in inciting to a kind of

’ madness not onl& his own subjJects, not only $he Lithuanians
and Ukrainians he put'in charge ofisoma of the concentration
camps and who weré sald to be the most recklessly brutal of
all; but évery race;_olasSeand group in Europe, and after that
in the whole world. ‘

It seemed written in the fate of Eﬁrope. Before the
war started educated young ﬁén went to Spain 'to fight
Fésoiam' and as often as not seemed fto go in order to kill
and riaﬁ being killed, in order to get the smell and touch
and quickness of a real éxperlence as obéosed to the unherolec

* tedium of their liveé‘befbre. when:they had been unmoved by '
religioua.fqellpgso Almost every book to have come out of
that civil war dwells’ with fascination on the simple details
of battle sTmEBt as Af they were ends in themselves, with the
political o
XnkpiimxxnxX attitudes as merely formal jJjustification. (1)

It was as Af these young men said ﬁo themaselves, 'At last,
with these licse, this eéxposure to bitter wcold, wiiﬁqut
adequate food or clothing, these bullets and hand-grenades
ahd‘train-loads of wounded men;'at last I feel real, I can
feel the life in my body. My compassion 1s stirred, as well
éa my hatred and love. I am fuhotiorilng properly-. I 2z am
not living the dsath-life of a middle class youth...' And
that was the burden of Hitler's message to middle ci&ss
Europe: you aren't alive until you go to war, only mﬁ?er

will bring you buck to life.

(1) See Orwell's aoﬁége'to cataloéga, Paft‘X1i; where
- e -~ : ' :
he %?scribes his sensatlions when he was shot in the back of

the nedcke
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During the Thirties people's intelleots became
‘Pinhreasingly-enraged, and his 'éropaganda' had‘a.remarkaﬁly‘
quick sugcess. Hls‘Qanpedplé began seriously 10 believe
that 'no,n-ijyans' were by origlnal nature lnferior, but

, thia,%as nqthingaﬁo the. number of people outside Germad&

who came to believe that 'the Germans' wers by original
nature inferior. TWhen tﬁe-youhg mgn’who waent to Spain
found that the Falangists differed from .the Republicans

only in the fact tha@wthey-raised,their fiste in the salute
instead of the palms of their hande, they were taker abakis
they nng't reallsed, apparenﬁly, that §hay'were human
oreatUres—ﬁoo! In other words, thelr contact with reality
waé;always th%éusg the bridine The 'Falangbate' were

siﬁply an ldea for;them, ap'they theiselves weré simply an
idea fér the,Félangﬁsta. Géorge Orwell wanted 'to kill a
Fascist'. - Only slowly, and with pain an.resreé, did he
realise that this meant 'to kill & humen oreature'. Somehow
it hadn't ig:ked the aam;: Hitler exoitéd thie intellectual
obsessibeness to the Qoinh where hardly.a~wbrker or business
méﬁ or peasant wasfleft untouched by ite The pegple who
orept beyond the forward lines to have a look aps'a Germﬁn‘,
with awg; hearta‘béatiyg-faet, were the aucoeasnr; of the ’
young men who peeped avae a rampart to have a look at a
'Falangist’ or a 'Communist'

. Even paoifism he rendered frivolous. In the First
Vorld War it seemed an intelligent enough attitude---you :
just didn't see why all these people should be killeds
nti in this var your consciénce was held up to ransom.

. Were-you actually prepared to. stand by while millions upon
millions of people were slaughtened, on a strictly worked
out manggacturigs‘basis, for the produotibﬁ of floor-félt,
soap and aftifical manuré? Every moment you deliberated

_; a few movre hundred dled. To remain a pacifist you needed

‘_I
a
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to harden yourself intelledtually, whkoh -was preclisely what
the others---the;murderers--awére doing. | There was no way
- oubte I% wasn‘t.ehougp to Egve an intellectual system.

-Hitler broke tﬁrough all that, in a wogid that was. fast

’ coming to look like a huge technical organigation. Evea

" now we feel a kind of huahéd awe and dread at the sound“of
r”his voice, touchéd perhaps with a 'vague yearning and nostaisia,
like domestlic animals who ralse thelr heads and listen to a
wild ery in the distance. '

Only afterwards did we begin to reckon up what had
happened, and what~bur'handbi as if disembodied from our
peaceable, sosial sglves, had been made to do. Now, in
‘out period of recoilect;bn ffather quiet, however noisy our
teohnfbal,invéntions,fahq perhaps in inverse ratio to their
nfot{s-e). we are ‘wor}ae'r.ins. ggair;' about. the ends of life, bey.ond' :
power and scalaty.  The world is no longer commodities,

’ -waseypabﬁeta and 1ntelleot§él‘aystems~for the managemernt of
men. Our religlious past’give; us all the questions we ask,
but wa are dgnr;d any of the firm answers. We are surrounded
_ again by mystery. Technical power has explained nothing.
Upwards 6f 16 milliord people died in the last war---most of

" them in the most dreadful torture and pain---to keep that
mystery before uss ' ' ’

w




